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CASES 

ARGUED    AND    DETERMINED 


&u9ttmt  eotttt  of  tue  State  ot  ftotttofstis. 


WESTERN  DISTRICT,  AUGUST  TERM,  1824, 
(CONTINUED.) 


.    Abercrombie  v.  Caffray  et  al.     Ill,  N.  S.  !• 

A  widow  left  in  necessitous  circumstaiices,  when  her  husband  died  rich,  is  entitled  to 
the  marital  portion,  although  she  was  married  and  resided  out  of  Louisiana,  and  her 
hnsband  died  out  of  this  state. 

FIFTH  District 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  petitioner,  widow  of  the  late  Lyman  Harding,  claims  from 
his  son  and  heir  by  a  former  marriage,  the  marital  portiouy  on  an 
allegation  that  she  brought  no  dowry,  and  that  she  has  been  left  in 
necessitous  circunastances  although  her  husband  died  rich. 

The  marriage  was  contracted  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts.  The 
donucil  of  the  husband  being  at  the  time  in  the  state  of  Mississippi, 
and  continned  so  until  his  decease. 

Two  questions  have  been  raised  in  argument.  1.  Is  the  plaintiff 
entitled  to  the  marital  portion?  2.  If  she  be,  whether  she  should 
take  the  usufruct,  or  the  full  property  of  the  fourth  part  of  the  estate? 

The  difficulty  of  deciding  the  first  question,  arises  from  the  conflict 
of  two  general,  and  well  established  principles  of  jurisprudence. 

The  plaintiff  contends,  that  real  estate  on  the  death  of  the  owner, 
most  be  distributed  according  to  the  laws  of  tne  country  where  it  is 
situated. 

The  defendants  urge,  that  it  is  in  virtue  of  the  contract  of  marriage 
Vol.  III.— 1 
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S  SUPREME  COURT. 

[Abercrombie  v.  Cafiray  et  aL] 

the  plaintiff  can  have  any  claim  on  the  estate,  and  that  this  contract 
must  be  governed  by  the  laws  of  the  husband's  domicil. 

We  think  the  rule  first  mentioned  must  prevail.  The  law  speaks 
generally  of  the  wife,  without  distinguishing,  whether  she  be  domiciled 
in  this  state  or  not.  It  admits  a  foreign  heir  to  take  the  property,  and 
we  are  unable  to  see  why  it  should  reject  the  widow,  who  is  a  stranger, 
for  her  portion.  It  is  true,  that  in  virtue  of  a  contract  made  in  another 
country  she  obtained  the  quality  of  wife;  but  if  it  be  no  objection  to 
the  child  that  he  proceed  from  a  marriage  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  state,  no  satisfactory  reason  has  suggested  itself  to  us,  why  this 
circumstance  should  operate  against  the  widow,  who,  according  to 
our  law,  is  considered  in  the  light  of  an  heir,  and  takes  by  inheritance. 
P«r/i(to,  6, 13,  7. 

The  strongest  reason  that  can  be  offered  against  her  right  is,  that 
in  contracting  in  another  country,  she  intended  to  be  governed  by  its 
laws  in  every  thing  relating  to  her  marriage.  Admitting  this  to  be 
true,  it  cannot  be  considered  as  an  abandonment  on  her  part,  or  re- 
nunciation of  the  advantages  which  the  positive  laws  of  other  coun- 
tries might  confer  on  her.  A  marriage  in  Scotland,  entitles  the  wife 
to  dower  of  her  husband's  real  estate  situated  in  England.  2  Henry 
Blackstone,  146;  2  Johnson's  Cases,  29. 

The  judge  of  the  court  of  probates,  to  whom  this  claim  was  first 
presented,  directed  that  as  the  intestate  left  a  child,  the  widow  should 
only  take  the  one-fourth  of  the  estate  in  usufruct.  On  an  appeal  to 
the  districi  court,  the  judge  of  that  tribunal  considered  she  was  entitled 
to  the  one-fourth  in  full  property.  The  reason  assigned  here  for  that 
decree  is,  that  the  child  of  the  deceased  proceeded  from  a  former 
marriage,  and  that  by  the  Roman  law,  the  wife  on  such  an  event 
took  not  as  an  usufructory,  but  as  owner,  and  that  such  was  the  law 
of  Spain. 

By  the  law  of  the  Parlidas,  already  cited,  it  is  declared  "  that  if 
the  husband  should  not  leave  his  wife  the  means  of  living  indepen- 
dently, and  she  should  not  possess  them  herself,  she  may  inherit  one 
fourth  of  the  whole,  not wii /islanding  he  should  leave  children. 

By  our  Code, a  wife  under  the  same  circumstances  has  a  right  "to 
take  out  of  the  succession  of  the  deceased,  what  is  called  the  marital 
portion — that  is,  the  fourth  part  of  said  succession  in  full  property  if 
there  be  no  children.^^     Civil  Code,  334,  art.  55. 

This  law  clearly  repeals  that  of  the  ParlidaSy  by  virtue  of  which 
the  widow  took  whether  there  were  children  or  not,  and  without  dis- 
tinguishing from  what  marriage  they  sprung.  It  would  be  strange 
then  to  hold  that  the  right  given  her  by  the  positive  law  of  Spain  to 
claim  the  one-fourth  in  full  property  was  taken  away  by  our  Code; 
but  that  a  provision  of  the  Roman  law  to  the  same  effect  is  still  binding 
here,  and  that  too,  because  it  was  in  force  in  that  country,  whose 
direct  legislation  on  the  same  subject  has  been  repealed. 

But  that  law  could  not  have  been  in  force  there;  for  as  we  have 
already  seen,  the  wife  took  one-fourth  in  full  property  whether  the 
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hiisband  left  children  or  not.  Consequently  all  inquiry  as  to  the 
mother  was  done  away,  for  whether  they  were  her  children,  or  her 
husband's  by  a  former  wife,  the  result  was  the  same. 

Independent  of  this  reason,  it  is  satisfactorily  shown  to  us,  that  the 
provisions  of  the  Roman  law  on  the  subject  of  marital  portion  were 
not  of  authority  in  Spain .  Febrero  states,  that  according  to  the  juris- 
prudence of  Rome,  where  the  children  were  three  or  four,  the  widow 
only  took  a  child's  part;  but  that  this  rule  was  not  observed  in  Spain, 
because  the  law  of  the  Partidas  made  no  distinction  as  to  the  number. 
Fedrero,  p.  2,  lib,  2,  cap.  3,  seci.  4. 

On  the  same  principle  we  must  decide  this  case.  Our  law  makes 
DO  distinction  between  children  of  the  different  marriages,  and  we 
cannot.  This  rule  of  construction  is  almost  daily  acted  on  by  this 
court.  .  We  could  not  adopt  that  contended  for,  without  doing  a  great 
violence  to  the  text.  The  Code  says  the  widow  shall  have  the  fourth 
in  full  property,  if  there  be  no  children.  Were  we  to  give  the  plaintiff 
the  one-fourth,  when  tlie  intestate  has  left  a  son,  we  would  be  doing 
one  of  two  things;  either  disobeying  the  express  words  of  the  law, 
or  saying  that  a  descendant  of  a  former  marriage  was  not  one  of 
his  children. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment  of 
the  district  court  be  avoided,  annulled  and  reversed;  and  it  is  further 
ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment  of  the  probate  court 
be  also  annulled,  inasmuch  as  it  gives  to  the  plaintiff  a  portion  of  the 
personal  estate;  and  proceeding  to  give  such  judgment  asinour  opinion 
onght  to  have  been  given,  it  is  ordered  and  decreed  that  the  plaintiff 
do  recover  of  the  defendants  possession  of  one-fourth  part  of  the  real 
estate  of  which  Lyman  Harding  died  owner  in  this  state,  to  be  held 
and  enjoyed  by  the  said  plaintiff  in  usufruct,  for  and  during  the  term 
of  her  natural  life,  subject  however  to  the  payment  of  one-fourth  part 
of  the  debts  due  by  the  succession  of  said  Harding,  and  further  that 
the  defendants  pay  the  costs  in  the  court  of  probates,  and  the  plaintiff 
those  of  the  appeals. 

Baker,  for  the  plaintiff. 

BrownsoTij  for  the  defendants. 
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A  judgment  is  valid,  although  the  sum  adjudged  be  not  stated  therein,  when  the  sum 

appears  on  record. 

FIRST  District 

Martin,  J.,*  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  plaintiffs  having  taken  out  execution  to  the  district  court,  on 
the  judgment  rendered  here,  at  September  term  1821,  10  Mariiny 
225,  the  defendant  obtained  an  injunction,  which  was,  on  argument, 
sustained,  and  the  plaintiffs  appealed. 

The  defendant's  counsel  urges  that  the  judgment  of  this  court 
was  for  costs  only,  at  all  events  that  no  particular  sum  being  men- 
tioned in  it,  it  is  too  vague  and  uncertain.  He  contends  that  there 
ought  to  have  been  in  the  judgment  an  express  reference  to  the  peti- 
tion, in  which  a  definite  sum  is  claimed,  or  to  the  process  verbal  of 
the  sale  annexed  thereto,  by  which  the  price  of  the  land,  sold  to  the 
defendant,  is  ascertained. 

We  reversed  the  judgment  of  the  district  court  and  gav«  judgment 
for  the  plaintiffs  with  costs.  It  is  therefore  clear  that  the  judgment 
was  not  for  costs  only. 

If  the  concluding  sentence  of  the  judgment  be  considered  aloof 
from  the  record  and  the  preceding  parts,  it  is  clear  that  the  judgment 
being  for  no  definite  sum  is  too  vague,  and  um^ertain,  but  the  judg- 
ments of  the  court  include  the  reasons  by  which  the  judges  arrive  to 
the  conclusion,  which  the  constitution  and  laws  require  them  to 
insert. 

In  the  case  now  under  consideration  the  judgment  begins  by  an 
abstract  of  the  pleadings.  It  is  first  said  the  plaintiffs  sue  for  the 
priceof  a  tract  of  land,  purchased  by  the  defendant;  it  is  next  stated 
that  the  latter  resists  ihe  payment  on  a  plea  of  the  general  issue,  an 
allegation  that  a  claimant  of  the  land  forbade  the  sale,  and  an  objec- 
tion is  taken  to  a  document  being  in  another  than  the  national  lan- 
guage. 

The  judgment  next  proceeds  to  state  that  the  plaintiffs  established 
the  sale,  which  the  defendant  denied,  and  it  is  expressly  declared 
that  the  plea  of  the  general  issue  is  unsupported;  that  the  defendant 
gave  no  evidence  of  the  alleged  claim,  nor  of  the  sale  being  forbidden; 
and  the  objection  to  the  document  being  in  the  French  language  is 

*  Porter,  J.,  did  not  join  in  this  opinion,  having  been  of  counsel  in  the  cause. 
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overruled.  The  court  next  annuls  the  judgment  appealed  from,  and 
judgment  is  entered  for  the  plaintiffs  with  costs. 

Now,  it  is  clear  that  the  judgment  is  for  the  consideration-money 
of  the  sale,  the  price  of  the  land,  for  that  is  what  the  plaintiffs 
demand  in  the  petiiion,  and  their  right  to  which  they  support  by  the 
process  verbal  of  the  sale,  annexed  thereto.  This  sufficiently  appears 
from  an  inspection  of  the  record.  Id  cerium  esiy  quod  cerium  reddi 
poiesi.  Yet  if  the  law  requires  that,  where  the  judgment  does  not 
name  enunciatively  a  determinate  sum,  it  should  contain  an  express 
reference  to  the  record  or  auiosj  the  judge  a  quo  was  correct  in 
granting  and  sustaining  the  injunction. 

Febreroy  it  is  true,  states,  that  this  express  reference  is  required; 
bat  a  close  view  of  the  text  of  the  law,  which  he  comments,  leads  us 
to  a  different  conclusion. 

"  We  also  say  that  if  the  judge  does  not  declare,  m  his  judgment, 
with  certainty  the  sum  for  which  he  condemns;  if  he  makes  use  of 
words  from  which  it  may  be  inferred,  with  certainty,  that  the  defen- 
dant is  absolved,  or  cast  in  the  suit;  if  in  such  case,  the  sum  in  dis- 
pute be  written  in  the  record,  then  the  judgment  is  valid.*'  Pari.  3, 
22,  16. 

The  court  in  the  judgment  under  consideration  did  not  declare  ex- 
pressly the  sum  to  be  paid  by  the  defendant:  from  the  expression 
used,  it  is  to  be  inferred  with  certainty  that  the  defendant  was  cast, 
since  the  judgment  is  for  the  plaintiffs,  and  the  sum  claimed  was 
written  in  the  record,  viz.  in  the  petition  of  which  the  judgment  con- 
tains an  abstract:  it  then  follows  in  the  language  of  the  statute,  that 
the  judgment  is  valid,  and  ought  to  be  executed. 

The  action  was  Hterally  that  of  debt  of  the  common  law,  brought 
for  a  sum  due  on  a  matter  of  record,  in  which  the  judgment  is  quod 
querent  recuperet  debiium  auum. 

The  defendant  made  no  partial  defence.  He  did  not  pretend  that 
a  less  sum  was  due  than  the  one  claimed.  He  put  the  plaintiffs  on 
strict  proof  of  the  allegations  in  the  petition,  made  an  allegation  which 
he  did  not  support  by  evidence,  and  an  objection  which  the  court 
overruled;  the  judgment  decljires  the  plaintiffs  supported  their  allega- 
tions; judgment  then  followed  as  a  matter  of  course,  for  what  was 
claimed;  the  price  bidden  for  the  land,  by  the  vendee  and  defendant, 
asjippears  from  the  record  and  written  evidence. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  the  in- 
junction dissolved,  and  that  the  defendant,  and  appellee  pay  costs  in 
both  courts. 

SimoHy  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Brawnson,  for  the  defendant 
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When  the  witness  h«s  an  interest  in  the  qnestion  to  be  detormincd  am)  none  in  the  event 
of  tlie  suit,  the  objection  goes  to  his  oredihilitj,  not  to  his  competency. 

Purchasers  under  the  same  title,  without  piartitton,  cannot  preaoribe  agaiast  each  other, 
by  the  lapse  of  ten  years. 

FIFTH  Di9trict. 

Mathews,*  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

In  this  case  the  plaintiff  sues  for  the  recovery  of  a  certain  tr£^  ot 
land,  in  the  possession  .of  the  defendant:  who  pleads  in  his  answer  the 
general  issue  and  also  inserted  therein  a  prayer  that  his  immediate 
vendors  should  be  cited  in  warranty,  &c.  They,  on  coming  in 
pleaded  the  general  issue  and  title  to  the  property  supported  by  the 
prescriptions  of  ten  and  thirty  years,  and  cited  their  vendors  in  war- 
ranty, &C.,  whose  answer  makes  no  change  in  the  defence  of  the  suit, 
neither  does  the  answer  of  others  cited  in  the  same  msumer  make  any. 
In  the  course  of  the  trial  in  the  court  below  exceptions  were  taken  to 
the  admissibility  of  testimony  offered  in  the  cause.  We  have  care- 
fully examined  all  the  bills  of  exceptions  as  contained  in  the  record, 
and  find  no  error  in  any  of  the  opinions  of  the  judge  a  quo,  by  which 
he  admitted  the  evidence  complained  of:  however  he  may  have  erred 
in  the  inferences  drawn  from  said  testimony.  It  appears  to  us  that 
there  is  only  one  of  those  exceptions,  on  which  a  shadow  of  doubt 
can  rest,  that  which  relates  to  the  indirect  interest  of  the  witnesses. 
But  we  are  of  opinion  that  their  interest  is  only  in  the  question,  not 
in  the  event  of  the  suit,  and  is  applicable  to  their  credibility,  not  to 
their  competency.  Having  thus  disposed  of  the  bills  of  exception,  it 
becomes  necessary,  for  us  to  extract  from  the  mass  of  testimony  sent 
up  in  the  record,  such  facts,  as  are  required,  fairly  to  investigate  and 
justly  to  decide  on  the  claims  of  the  parties. 

The  evidence  of  the  case  shows  that  both  plaintiff  and  defendant 
claim  the  property  in  dispute  under  the  same  original  title;  a  conces- 
sion or  grant  to  Led6e.  After  his  death,  his  succession  was  sold  by 
competent  authority.  Amongst  other  things  belonging  thereto  was 
a  tract  of  land  containing  eighty  arpens  front  on  the  eastern  side  of 
the  bayou  Teche,  which  was  solcLout  to  purchasers  in  parcels,  of  from 
ten  to  twelve  arpens  front;  beginning  the  sale  at  the  upper  limit  of 
said  original  tract,  adjoining  the  land  of  Declouet,  and  continuing  to 
sell  down  to  the  boundary  of  the  land  of  one  Le  Beau,  who  held  by 

*  Porter,  J.,  did  tK>t  join  in  this  opinion,  having  been  of  ooonsel  in  Uie  cause. 
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grant  from  the  then  existing  government  of  the  province  of  Louisiana; 
but  whether  his  concession  was  older  or  younger  than  that  of  Led6e, 
is  not  shown  by  the  evidence.  At  this  sale  the  plaintiff  became  the 
purchaser  of  several  of  these  parcels,  and  has  since  acquired  title 
from  others  who  purchased,  so  as  now  to  claim  forty-two  arpens  in 
front;  three  of  which  (as  it  appears  by  the  return  of  the  surveyor, 
who  was  ordered  by  the  district  court  to  make  the  survey  of  the 
premises  in  dispute,)  on  the  lower  side,  are  now  in  possession  of  the 
defendant;  who  derives  title  from  a  purchaser  at  said  public  sale, 
who  bought  ten  arpens  inmiediately  adjoining  below  the  above 
mentioned  forty-two.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  land  of  Lied^e's 
succession,  thus  sold,  was  ever  regularly  and  entirely  laid  out  and 
partitioned,  amongst  all  the  purchasers,  in  conformity  with  the  proces- 
verbal  of  the  sales.  Some  time  after  said  sale,  one  or  two  of  the 
buyers  procured  to  be  set  apart  for  them  so  much  of  said  original 
grant  as  they  supposed  to  be  their  portions,  by  a  surveyor  named 
Gonsoulin;  who  fixed  metes  and  boundaries,  for  which  the  warran- 
tors of  the  defendant  now  contend;  and  on  which  they  rest  their  title, 
and  claim  by  prescription.  These  limits,  it  further  appears  from  tiie 
evidence,  were  located  and  marked  in  the  presence  of  several  of  the 
claimants  by  porchase  at  the  sale  of  the  succession  of  Led6e,  and 
amongst  whom  the  vendor  to  the  plaintiff  was  present,  when  the 
land  was  laid  off  to  him  as  above  stated,  and  also  the  person  who 
claimed  the  adjoining  ten  arpens  below  and  that  these  two  tracts  or 
parcels  of  land  had  been  held,  possessed  and  occupied  according  to 
these  limits,  for  upwards  of  ten  years  previous  to  the  commencement 
of  this  action.  On  this  possession  accompanying  the  location  of  their 
claims,  which  placed  within  the  limits  of  the  tract  claimed  by  the 
defendant,  the  land  now  in  dispute,  he  claims  title  in  virtue  of  the 
prescription  of  ten  years.  Whether  the  original  or  first  purchasers  o£ 
the  land  from  Led^e^s  succession  be  considered  as  tenants  in  common. 
Of  co-proprietors  of  the  whole  part  sold  to  them  without  real  and 
fixed  limits,  or  be  viewed  in  the  light  of  separate  and  distinct  proprie- 
tors, each  of  the  parcel  which  he  purchased  by  a  certain  quantity  of 
front  on  the  bayou,  easily  to  be  ascertained  by  the  mode  of  sale 
adopted  by  the  officers  who  effected  it,  as  they  fixed  the  limit  from 
which  the  first  parcel  was  to  commence;  the  result  of  the  present 
dispute  would  in  our  opinion  be  the  same.  If  they  held  in  common, 
no  one  of  the  co-proprietors  could  acquire  title  to  any  particular  part 
of  the  common  property,  except  by  regular  partition  between  all 
those  who  were  interested.  If  their  claims  were  so  separated,  by 
imaginary  limits,  as  to  give  a  separate  interest  and  title  to  each 
individual  to  a  certain  parcel,  designated  by  beginnings  and  quantity 
in  front,  then  neither  of  them  could  justly  pretend  title  to  any  portion 
of  the  whole  part  beyond,  or  different  from,  the  particular  part  sold 
to  him  by  these  unmarked  limits  expressed  in  the  proces-verbal  of  the 
sale,  unless  by  regular  purchase  from  the  person  who  had  acquired 
title  by  the  probate  sale.    It  is  not  shown  on  the  part  of  the  defend- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


8  SUPREME  COURT. 

[Broofsard  «.  DuhameL] 

ant  that  the  persons,  under  whom  he  claims,  ever  acquired  title  by 
purchase,  donation,  or  in  any  other  way,  from  ihe  person,  to  whom 
the  land  in  dispute  was  stricken  off  at  the  public  sale  of  Led6e's 
succession.  The  title  on  which  they  presume  to  bottom  the  ten  years^ 
prescription,  is  founded  solely  on  the  surveys  and  limits  fixed  by 
Gonsonlin.  Surveying  land  and  placing  boundaries,  by  the  request 
of  parties  who  have  evidently  mistaken  the  proper  location  of  their 
titles,  ought  not  to  destroy  the  rights  of  either  party,  or  in  any  manner 
change  their  titles  to  the  prejudice  of  either  one,  or  the  other.  In 
other  words,  the  simple  act  of  surveying,  fixing  boundaries,  and 
taking  possession  in  furtherance  of  such  proceedings,  cannot  create  a 
title.  Such  possession  might  probably  be  a  basis  for  the  longest  pre- 
scription. 

But  buying  without  title  is  no  foundation  for  the  long  prescription. 
We  are  of  opinion  that  the  defendant  and  his  vendors  have  possessed 
the  disputed  premises  in  error,  and  without  a  title,  under  which 
they  can  profit  by  the  prescription  of  ten  years,  and  they  have  not 
acquired  by  that  of  thirty  years.  The  error  which  appears  to  have 
taken  place  in  the  location  of  the  thies  acquired  by  the  purchaser  at 
the  sale  of  Led6e,  and  which  seems  to  have  remained  unreciified  in 
the  hands  of  all  subsequent  holders,  was  occasioned  by  the  conduct 
of  the  parties,  and  the  surveyor,  in  commencing  the  actual  division 
of  the  land  at  Le  Beau's  line  below,  instead  of  that  of  De  Clouet 
above,  the  point  established  by  the  terms  of  the  original  sale.  If  the 
true  principles  of  that  sale  had  been  pursued  in  locating  ihe  titles  of 
the  buyers,  error  and  conflict  of  claims  would  have  been  avoided. 

Upon  a  view  of  the  evidence  and  law  of  the  case,  we  are  unable 
to  discover  any  thing  which  can  materially  distinguish  it  from  that  of 
Babineau  v.  Cormier,  adjudged  at  the  last  term  of  this  court.  Vol.  2, 
666. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  avoided,  reversed  and  annulled;  and  it  is  further 
ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  plaintiff  do  recover  from  the 
defendant,  three  arpens  in  front  by  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty,  being 
the  land  claimed  by  the  former  in  this  suit  and  that  which  is  really  in 
dispute  between  the  parties,  as  appears  by  the  evidence  in  the  cause, 
and  the  survey  and  plat  of  the  surveyor  Johnston,  made  and  executed 
by  order  of  the  court  below,  with  costs  in  both  courts.  And  it  is 
further  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  case  be  remanded  to 
the  district  court  for  the  purpose  of  assessing  damages  against  the 
warrantors. 

Simon  and  Baker j  for  the  plaintiff. 

Brownsoiiy  for  the  defendant 
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White  et  oL  v.  Brown  et  al.    Ill,  N.  S.  17. 

PrFTH  District 

Decided^  that  the  law  of  March  14th,  1823— providing  that  unless 
the  sum  of  money  specified  in  a  note,  bill,  &c.  to  be  due  or  payable, 
be  expressed  in  words  at  full  length  when  made  or  drawn  in  or  out 
of  this  state,  except  that  when  made  out  of  the  state,  it  be  shown  to 
be  made  according  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  such  state,  it  shall  not  be 
obligatory,  or  admissible  as  evidence  of  a  debt — was  introductory  of  a 
principle  entirely  new  to  the  law  merchant;  Nugent  v.  Roland,  12 
Martin,  659;  Debuys  &  Longer  v.  Mollere,  2  Martin^  N.  S.  625.  It 
only  governs  notes,  &c.,made  after  its  passage:  the  law  must  be  read 
together  with  <he  article  of  the  Civil  Code,  4,  7,  which  declares  that 
the  law  disposes  of  the  future,  it  has  no  retrospective  effect. 


Martin  v.  Reeves  et  al.     Ill,  N.  S.  22. 

FIFTH  District 

This  was  an  action  to  rescind  a  sale,  alleged  to  have  been  made  in 
fraud  of  creditors. 

HeM,  the  acts  of  the  vendor,  after  the  sale,  are  againtt  the  vendee 
evidence  of  fraud  in  the  vendor:  so  are  his  declarations  as  part  of  the 
res  gesta;  but  neither  is  evidence  of  fraud  in  the  vendee. 

Martih,  J.,  said:  — 

There  cannot  be  fraud  in  the  vendee  unless  there  be  fraud  in  the 
vendor;  the  defendants  have,  therefore,  to  establish  the  fraud  of  the 
latter.  For  this  purpose  they  gave  evidence  of  the  conduct  and  de- 
clarations of  the  latter  after  the  sale  to  the  plaintiff;  his  continued 
possession  and  contract  of  the  premises;  his  hiring  and  selling  part  of 
the  property  conveyed  to  the  plaintiff  in  the  same  deed  with  the 
premises;  his  acting  and  holding  himself  out  as  the  real  owner  of  the 
prenaises.  Fraud  is  seldom  established  by  direct  evidence.  The 
proof  of  it,  in  nM>st  cases,  results  from  numerous,  grave,  and  oon- 
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cordant  presumptions ;  for  this  purpose,  the  conduct  of  one  of  the 
parties  and  his  declarations  are  part  rerum  gestarum — all  proper 
evidence  to  establish  fraud  in  hioL  They  are  not,  however,  evidence 
of  fraud  in  the  vendee ;  and  if  there  be  no  other  evidence  the  fraud 
of  the  latter  is  totally  destitute  of  proof.  It  is  in  this  sense  that  what 
fell  from  the  court  in  the  case  of  Highlander  v.  Fluke  et.  al.  5  Marling 
442,  is  to  be  understood.  On  the  same  principle  the  existence  of 
creditors  to  be  defrauded  may,  and  in  many  cases  must,  be  estab- 
lished by  the  admission  of  the  vendor,  or  by  judgments  obtained 
against  him,  which  are  prima  facie^  though  not  conclusive  evidence 
against  the  vendee,  who  was  not  a  party  thereto.  After,  by  such 
means,  the  fraud  of  the  vendor  is  established,  the  party  seeking  relief 
has  yet  to  establish  that  of  the  vendee — his  participation  in  that  of 
the  former;  for  this  purpose  the  evidence  excepted  to  cannot  avail 


Todd  et  al.  v.  Andrews.    Ill,  N.  S.  25. 

No  appeal  lies  from  an  order  to  transfer  a  caose.    What  is  (rridmnce  irreparable? 

FIFTH  District 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

This  appeal  has  been  taken  from  an  order  of  the  judge  of  the  dis- 
trict court  transferring  this  case  to  a  neighboring  district,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  standing  in  such  relation  to  the  plaintiff  as  forbids  him 
sitting  in  the  cause. 

It  has  been  more  than  otice  decided  in  this  court,  and  that  after 
much  deliberation,  that  the  transferring  a  cause  from  one  district  to 
another  for  trial,  was  not  such  an  irreparable  injury  as  authorised 
an  appeal.  The  court  has  uniformly  acted  on  the  idea  that  mere 
delay  was  not  a  grievance  which  required  the  interference  of  this 
tribunal.     3  Martin,  171;  9  Ibid.  492;  10  Ibid,  443;  11  Ibid.  268. 

The  appellant,  however,  conceives  that  his  case  can  be  distin- 
guished from  those  in  point  of  fact,  or,  if  not  in  fact,  that  at  least 
there  is  an  important  consideration  of  law,  which  has  escaped  the 
attention  of  counsel  and  the  court  in  the  previous  discussions  of  this 
subject. 

He  insists,  that  if  his  cause  has  been  transferred,  when  by  law  it 
should  not,  the  judge  of  the  neighboring  district  can  have  no  cogni- 
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sance  of  it;  and  hence  he  concludes  that  the  injury  is  irreparable  to 
hina,  and  the  court  should  at  once  correct  it. 

In  point  of  fact,  all  the  other  cases  decided  in  this  court  on  this  point 
presented  the  same  feature  as  this;  that  is,  it  was  contended  they  were 
illegally  removed. 

The  point  of  law  now  raised  was  not  discussed  in  them,  because 
the  first  question  to  be  decided  in  all  these  cases  is,  whether  the  deci- 
sion be  such  as  will  authorise  an  appeal.  Unless  it  is  found  of 
that  description  the  merits  of  the  decision  cannot  be  gone  into.  The 
general  rule  on  this  subject  is,  that  wherever  the  parly  can  be  relieved 
on  a  final  judgment,  the  grievance  is  not  such  an  irreparable  one  as 
requires  the  aid  of  this  court  at  an  earlier  period.  It  is  certain,  that 
the  error  complained  of  here  (if  it  be  one)  can  be  relieved  after  final 
judgment;  and  we  are  clear  there  is  nothing  to  authorise  us  to  inter- 
fere at  I  he  present  stage  of  the  proceedings. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  appeal  be 
dismissed,  with  costs. 

Toddy  in  propria  persona. 

Lesassier^  for  the  defendant. 


Parquin  v.  Finch  et  al.     Ill,  N.  S.  27. 

FIFTH  District. 

If  a  case  be  remanded,  with  the  view  of  correcting  a  partial  error, 
the  district  judge  acts  correctly,  in  assuming  a  former  report  of 
referees  not  excepted  to,  as  the  state  of  the  accounts  between  the 
parties,  and  in  ordering  a  partial  reference  only,  with  a  view  to  com- 
ply with  this  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
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Boissier's  Syndics  v.  Belair  e/  al.     Ill,  N.  S.  29. 

FIFTH  District. 

The  decision  of  the  judge  a  ywo  invariably  prevails  in  the  Supreme 
Court,  on  questions  of  fact  when  it  is  not  manifestly  erroneous. 


Pintard  et  al.  v.  Deyris.     Ill,  N.  S.  32. 

The  purchaser  at  a  sale  by  order  of  the  coart  of  probates  is  not  entitled  to  the  action  of 

redhibition. 

FIFTH  District 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  defendant,  sued  for  the  price  of  a  negro  woman  purchased  by 
him  at  a  probate  sale  of  the  succession  of  Henry  Pintard,  deceased, 
pleads,  that  the  slave  at  the  time  of  the  sale  was  afflicted  with  red- 
hibitory defects,  which  rendered  her  totally  unfit  for  the  purpose  for 
which  she  was  acquired. 

The  plaintiflfs  meet  this  defence  by  averring,  that  the  action  of  red- 
hibition does  not  take  place  in  sales  made  by  authority  of  justice, 
and  insist  that  the  sale  made  in  the  instance  before  us  by  order  of 
the  court  of  probates,  is  such  a  one  as  is  contemplated  by  the  article 
of  our  Civil  Code  in  which  this  matter  is  treated  of.  Civil  Code, 
35,  art.  74. 

Of  this  opinion  was  the  judge  who  tried  the  cause  in  the  first 
instance,  and  such,  also,  is  the  conclusion  we  have  come  to. 

The  evidence  shows,  that  the  sale,  at  which  the  defendant  pur- 
chased the  slave,  for  the  price  of  which  he  is  now  sued,  was  made  in 
virtue  of  a  decree  of  the  court  of  probates.  It  comes  therefore  within 
the  very  letter  of  the  law — ^it  is  a  sale  made  by  authority  of  justice. 

This  is  sufficient,  and  we  might  conclude  by  saying,  as  we  have 
often  said,  that  where  the  law  does  not  distinguish  we  could  not.  We 
think  it  proper,  however,  to  notice  the  principal  argument  oflfered 
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agaiDst  this  construction,  and  state  the  reason  why  it  has  not  prevailed 
with  us. 

It  was  contended  that  the  article  of  the  Code  already  cited,  although 
so  general  in  its  expressions,  clearly  contemplated  the  case  of  forced 
sales,  n^e  to  enforce  the  decrees  of  courts  at  the  demand  and  suit 
of  persons,  other  than  the  owners  of  the  property ;  and  that  it  was  con- 
trary to  justice  and  equity,  to  apply  the  rule  to  cases  where  the  sale 
was  provoked  by  the  owner,  or  his  representatives,  and  made  for  his, 
or  their  benefit. 

The  justice  and  equity  of  introducing  such  a  provision  in  any  case 
may  be  a  subject  of  doubt,  as  it  exposes  the  purchaser  to  be  greatly 
deceived  in  regard  to  the  latent  defects  to  which  property,  such  as 
that  sold  here  is  subject:  and  its  policy  too  may  be  questioned,  as  pur- 
chasers at  public  auction  will  not  bid  with  such  freedom,  nor  give  so 
high  a. price,  when  they  do  not  bid  with  security,  and  are  not  protected 
against  fraud.  But  these  were  considerations  ifor  the  lawmaker,  not 
for  this  court.  And  were  we  to  enter  into  them,  we  could  not  re- 
cognise the  distinction  for  which  the  defendant  contends.  The  absence 
of  equity  in  such  a  defence,  appears  as  great  in  the  case  of  a  forced 
sale,  as  that  which  was  directed  here.  We  are  unable  to  see  any 
good  reason  why  a  defendant  in  an  ordinary  action  should  have  his' 
debts  paid  by  a  diseased  and  defective  slave  sold  as^  a  sound  one,  and 
the  buyer  be  without  remedy;  and  yet,  that  at  a  sale  made  by  order 
of  the  court  of  probates,  to  pay  the  debts  of  a  succession,  and  settle 
the  estate,  the  purchasers  at  public  auction  should  have  the  right  to 
be  relieved.  The  equity  of  both  appears  to  us  equal.  At  all  events 
no  such  difference  has  been  shown,  as  to  authorise  us  to  make  the 
distinction  contended. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Baker,  for  the  plaintifis. 

Brenl  and  Fennesst/j  for  the  defendant. 


Reynolds  v.  Buford.     HI,  N.  S.  35. 

FIFTH  District. 

The  endorser's  residence  being  only  at  six  miles  distance:  Held, 
that  three  or  four  days  are  too  great  a  delay  in  giving  him  notice. 
Hill  V.  Martin,  12  Martin,  177. 
Voi.  III.— 2 
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Broussard  v.  Bernard  et  aL    III,  N.  S.  37. 

A  husband  can  only  sae  the  heira  of  hia  wife,  in  the  didtrict  court,  in  order  to  establish 
contradictorily  with  them  the  amoont  of  the  debts  of  the  community. 

FIFTH  District. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

An  action  was  commenced  against  the  present  plaintiff  in  the  dis- 
trict court  in  1819  by  the  defendants,  heirs  of  his  wife,  to  set  aside  a 
sale  made  by  him,  on  the  ground  of  its  being  made  in  fraud  of  their 
rights.  The  parties  agreed,  and  it  was  adjudged  that  the  sale  be  set 
jBiside,  and  that  he  should  keep  the  property  at  its  estimated  value,  and 
to  pay  the  residue  to  the  heirs,  after  the  debts  of  the  community  were 
discharged. 

The  present  suit  is  brought  to  establish,  contradictorily  with  the 
heirs,  the  amount  of  the  debts.  They  pleaded  that  the  estimation 
was  made  in  fraud,  &c.  During  the  trial  the  district  judge  conceived 
that  he  hs^d  no  jurisdiction  of  the  first  suit,  so  far  as  its  object  was  die 
Uquidation  of  the  succession;  he  therefore  reversed  all  the  former  part 
of  his  judgment  relating  thereto,  and  left  in  force  that,  which  anmdled 
the  sale.    The  plaintiff  appealed. 

This  court  has  decided  in  the  case*  of  Turner  t;.  Collins,  1  Martin, 
N.  S.J  37 1,  that  the  surviving  partner  may  demand  from  the  heirs  of  the 
deceased  a  division  of  the  partnership  property  in  the  district  court. 
A  suit  for  such  a  partition  presupposes  a  liquidation;  nay,  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debts.  Its  object  is  to  compel  the  holder  of  the  property 
to  surrender  it;  the  creditors  of  the  succession  are  not  interested  in  it. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  last  judg- 
ment of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  and  that 
the  case  be  remanded  for  further  proceedings,  and  that  the  defendants 
and  appellees  pay  costs  in  this  court. 

Brownaofif  for  the  plaintiff. 

Simon,  for  the  defendants. 
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Phillips  V.  Paxton  et  al    III,  N.  S.  39. 

TI10  B««ie  of  090  of  the  partseii  may  be  the  immi  —dai  of  the  firm,  and  the  other  partnerf 
ffe  beoad  by  eontraeta  anlBied  into  hy  him,  whoea  name  ia  mad,  in  hia  individual 
linao^^ 


SIXTH  District 

PoRTBB,  J.y  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  action  was  commenced  on  a  promissory  note,  executed  by 
Pktzton.  Gorton's  liability  is  averred  on  the  ground'  of  his  being  a 
partner  of  Paxton  at  the  time  the  obligation  was  executed.  Paxton 
snftred  judgment  to  be  given  against  him  by  default.  Gorton  con- 
tested his  liability,  and  judgment  being  given  against  him  he  ap- 
pealed. 

Articles  of  partnership  were  produced  by  the  defendants  on  the 
trial  below,  by  which  it  appears,  that  in  the  month  of  October,  1821, 
the  defendants  entered  into  an  agreement  to  carry  on  the  business  of 
making  saddles  and  Immess,  one  of  the  partners  (Gorton)  furnishing 
a  eerti^n  sum  of  money,  the  other  contributing  his  industry,  and  also 
patting  in  some  capital. 

Under  this  agreement,  it  is  clear,  the  appellant  cannot  be  made 
responsible  for  the  whole  amount  of  the  obligation  sued  on.  llie 
partnership^  though  called  by  them  in  the  articles  a  <<  commercial  and 
specifil  partnership,"  was  clearly  that  kind  of  association  known  to 
eor  law  as  a  ^particular  partnership,^'  in  which  the  partner  is  only 
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bound  for  his  virile  share,  and  not  even  for  that,  unless  the  partner 
who  contracts  in  bis  own  name  were  authorised  to  bind  his  associate 
in  this  manner,  or  it  be  proved  the  debt  turned  to  the  benefit  of  the 
•partnership.    Civil  Code,  390,  13;  398,  43  and  44. 

The  plaintiff,  however,  rests  his  right  to  make  the  defendant  re- 
sponsible, on  ground  foreign  from  these  articles  of  agreement.  He 
says  they  never  were  recorded,  and  that  the  person  under  whom  he 
holds,  and  with  whom  the  debt  now  sued  on,  was  contracted,  had  no 
notice  of  them;  that  although  the  defendants,  when  they  first  asso- 
ciated together,  may  not  have  contemplated  a  general  and  commer- 
cial partnership,  yet  they  subsequently  altered  their  views:  that  this 
note  was  given  for  the  purchase  of  merchandise:  that  the  appellant's 
consent  to  this  purchase  is  proved,  his  participation  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  affairs,  establishing  the  right  on  his  part  to  participate  in 
the  profits,  shown:  and  lastly,  that  at  the  dissolution,  a  considerable 
part  of  the  property  and  debts  belonging  to  the  firm  passed  into  his 
hands. 

All  these  facts  have  been  proved  by  the  evidence  introduced  on  the 
trial:  and  the  question  is,  whether  they  make  the  defendant  liable  as 
partner,  on  the  note  signed  by  Paxton.  He  insists  they  do  not,  and 
although  his  defence  has  taken  a  most  extensive  range,  the  only  part 
of  it,  which  appears  to  us  worthy  of  a  serious  examination,  is  that 
founded  on  the  manner  in  which  the  debt  was  contracted.  The  de- 
fendant relies  on  several  articles  of  our  Code,  and  particularly  those 
which  declare  that "  the  diebts  of  the  partnership  are  those  contracted 
by  the  person  who  had  the  power  to  bind  all  the  partners  in  the  name 
of  the  partnership.  '<  That  the  debt  is  presumed  contracted  in  the  name 
of  the  partnership'when  the  partner  adds  to  his  signature  that  he  signs 
for  the  partnership,  and  not  otherwise."  To  enforce  still  further 
these  principles,  he  relies  on  Pothierj  Traiie  de  SociiUy  nos.  98,  99^ 
100  and  101,  and  the  Curia  Phillipica,  CompaneroSj  nos.  2  and  3. 
•  It  is  clear  from  the  evidence,  that  the  appellant  was  to  participate 
in  the  profits  expected  to  be  derived  from  the  sale  of  these  goods  and 
others,  which  Paxton  had  previously  purchased;  and  that  this  fact, 
and  that  of  his  being  in  partnership,  were  known  in  the  community 
where  the  parties  lived.  The  contract  must  therefore  be  presumed  to 
have  been  made  in  relation  to  both;  for,  where  one  of  the  partners 
endeavors  to  escape  from  the  responsibility  created  by  a  contract  by 
which  the  whole  firm  profited,  the  onusof  showing  that  he  was  ex- 
cluded, most  certainly  devolves  on  him. 

Taking  it  then  as  a  fact,  that  the  vendor  of  the  goods  for  which 
this  note  was  given,  sold  them  with  a  knowledge  of  the  appellant 
being  a  partner,  and  with  an  eye  to  his  responsibility,  does  the  selling 
them  to  one  of  the  partners,  by  his  name,  prevent  recourse  against 
the  other?  We  have  already  cited  those  passages  of  the  law  on  which 
the  defendant  relies.  There  is  nothing  in  them  which  says,  that  a 
contract  for  the  benefit  of  a  partnership,  and  binding  on  them,  may  not 
be  made  by  one  partner  in  bis  own  name;  though  it  is  true,  the  legis* 
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lilnre  by  iodicatiiig  the  manner  in  which  debts  may  be  contracted,  have 
authorised  the  argument,  that  in  pointing  out  one  mode,  they  intended 
lo  exclude  all  others.  This  rule  of  construction  is  not  without  its 
weight;  but  being  one  by  which  intention  is  presumed  and  not  ex- 
pre^ed,  it  is  nece^arily  subject  to  be  modified  by  all  the  other  conside- 
lations  and  reasons  from  which  a  different  meaning  could  be  inferred* 
We  deem  it,  however,  unnecessary  to  examine  the  question  how  far  a 
contract  clearly  entered  into  in  relation  to  one  partner  alone,  would 
bind  dormant  partners  who  participated  in  its  gain ;  because  we  believe 
that  this  contract  was  made  with  the  partnership  through  the  name 
of  one  of  the  partners  and  in  giving  it  effect  according  to  the  intention 
of  the  parties,  we  do  not  violate  those  provisions  of  the  law  on  which 
the  appellant  rests  his  defence.- 

The  defendants,  it  ^  placed  beyond  doubt,  entered  into  a  commercial 
partnership,  and  traded  in  the  purchase  and  the  sale  of  merchandise. 
TTie  whole  business,  we  find,  was  transacted  in  the  name  of  Paxton, 
and  no  other  used.  Now,  if  a  different  name  than  that  of  one  of  the 
partners  be  of  the  essence  of  the  partnership,  it  will  follow  that  there 
never  was  any  betweea  them.  But  this  conclusion  would  not  be 
admitted,  we  presume,  even  by  the  appellant  himself.  We  are  certain 
it  would  be  in  direct  opposition  to  law;  for  the  contract  of  partner- 
diip  is  that,  by  which  two  or  more  persons  agree  to  put  something 
in  common  with  a  view  to  divide  the  benefits  they  expect  to  make 
from  the  same;  and  only  four  requisites  are  necessary  to  its  existence; 
namely,  that  each  sh6uld  bring  something  in  either  money,  property, 
or  industry — that  the  contract  ahouMI  be  for  the  common  benefit — that 
Ibe  parties  intend  to  divide  the  profits  in  the  progportion  to  the  amount 
patio — and  lastly,  that  condition  which  is  common  to  all  x^ontract^ 
that  its  object  should  be  lawful.    Civil  Code,  888, 181. 

If  all  ihe^  things  belong  to  Ibe  agreement,  the  name  then  giveft 
lo  their  association  is  of  lititle  impodrtaoce;  they  may  call  it  what  they 
fioam;  they  %q^  give  it  the  denomination  of  such  a  one,  Zl  Co.,  of 
Ssro  or  more  oif  the  .partners;  of  one,  or  of  all;  or  they  may  ieave  it 
iwi^iout  any.  U  :they  resort  to  the  latter  mode,  as  was  done  in  the 
jjli^taiice  bctfo^e  iUS,  their  contracts  are  not  on  that  account  Jessbinding. 
Any  name,  used  by  the  consent  of  all,  binds  all.  It  is  not  the  first 
lune  this  ajrgumeot  ;has  'been  lused  in  this  court,  though  it  has  never 
been  before  preflsed  with  so  imuch  earnestness;  and  it  then  received 
from  m  this  answer,  that  the  nom  social  was  that  which  the  partners 
chose  to  bestow,  and  (that  an  appellation  embracing  aH  the  members 
of  the  firm  wm  imnecessary.    Ward  v.  Brandt's  Syndics,  1 1  MaHin, 

In  this  kvMance,  it  is  in  evidenoe  that  the  partnepr  who  is  appeNanC, 
permitted  the  other  k)  (buy  and  sell,  and  carry  on  the  partnership 
itbm  in  hip*owin  aane.  We  oonsider  this  as  a  ^lear  assent  on  hiis 
jMirt,  thut  jthe  name.of  4his  partn^  ^cHild  be  that  of  the  firm,  for  all 
Hm  ;bu9ineap  done  iin  relation  to  it  And  dant  it  is  ao^v  too  late  for 
hiDa^  after  hanging  OMtlbey  gators  (to. mtnlrind, to  endeavor  to  i^^ 
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from  the  responsibility  which  in  law  and  in  equity  and  justice  he  has 
incurred.     Qui  seniil  commodum^  debet  aentire  ei  onus. 

We  have  not  noticed  the  objection  taken  to  Ogden's  testimony 
because,  under  our  understanding  of  the  law,  enough  is  shown  by 
other  evidence,  to  fix  responsibility  on  the  appellant. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

ThomaSy  Boyce  and  Scott ^  for  the  plaintiff. 

Bullard  and  Baldwin^  for  the  defendants. 


MulhoUan  v.  Voorhies.    Ill,  N.  S.  46. 

No  tction  can  be  maintained  on  a  corrupt  bargain:  froevl  ettoU  pfoftni! 

SIXTH  District 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

The  plaintiff  charges,  be  purchased  a  tract  of  land  at  a  sheriff's 
sale,  for  1 106  dollars,  and  gave  his  bond  therefor  at  twelve  months, 
in  which  the  defendant  joined  him  as  his  surety — it  being  understood 
they  would  be  equally  interested  in  the  bargain,  and  afterwards  agreed 
to  take  in  Cleveland,  as  a  copartner-* that  the  land  was  afterwards 
sold  for  3600  dollars,  and  the  defendant  received  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale,  and  undertook  to  take  up  the  bond  and  pay  to  each  of  his  as- 
sociates their  shares  of  the  profits;  that  he  has  not  paid  the  bond 
which  has  been  put  in  suit  against  the  plaintiff,  whose  property  has 
been  sold  to  pay  a  part  of  the  judgment,  &c. 

The  general  issue  was  pleaded — ^there  was  a  verdict,  and  judgment 
for  600  dollars  against  the  defendant,  and  he  appealed. 

The  statement  of  facts  shows  that  Cleveland,  the  plaintiff's  witness, 
deposed  that  <<  MulhoUan  purchased  the  land  for  1106  dollars— judge 
Voorhies  was  his  surety — the  deponent  was  sheriff.  It  was  understood 
they  were  to  purchase  the  land  together.  Mulhollan  told  the  depo* 
nent  to  knock  it  off  to  Aam,  and  the  deponent  should  have  one-third 
fjf  the  ben^t.  The  plaintiff  told  the  deponent  he  sold  the  land  for 
3600  dollars  in  Wood's  notes.  The  defendant  got  an  order  for  the 
notes  and  accounted  to  the  deponent  for  his  shimo  of  the  net  profits, 
after  deducting  the  twelve  months  bond.  The  profits  were  833  dollars 
S3  oeiitSy  wbidi  fell  to  the  share  of  the  deponent" 
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The  bargain,  which  this  witness  discloses,  is  so  corrupt  a  one  that 
it  cannot  be  the  ground  of  an  action;  ex  turpi  pacto  non  oritur  actio. 
The  plaintiff  agreed  with  the  parish  judge,  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
distress  of  one  of  their  fellow  citizens,  whose  property  the  sheriff  was 
selling,  lest  by  crying  too  long  the  property,  others  might  have  the 
opportunity  to  bid  and  the  bargam  should  be  rendered  less  profitable; 
the  sheriff  was  taken  as  a  partner,  and  the  plaintiff  told  him  if  he 
would  knock  off  the  land  to  him,  he  would  have  one-third  part  of  the 
benefit.  This  had  its  effect  The  land  was  knocked  off  at  one-third 
part  of  the  price,  which  the  confederates  soon  obtained,  and  the 
parish  judge  paid  to  the  sheriff  833  dollars,  33  cents,  nearly  four-fifths 
of  the  price,  at  which  he  had  knocked  off  the  land. 

Now,  the  other  confederate  sues  the  judge  for  his  833  dollars,  33 
cents,  and  a  part  of  the  capital  employed  in  the  unrighteous  trade. 
They,  who  come  into  court  with  such  unclean  hands,  ought  to  be 
told  procul  estote  profani^  the  temple  of  the  justice  of  your  country 
is  the  house  of  God,  it  should  not  be  made  a  den  of  thieves. 

The  judge  erred  in  sustaining  the  suit 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  and  that  the 
suit  be  dismissed  at  the  plaintiff's  costs  in  both  courts. 

Thomas,  for  the  plaintiff 

Boyecy  for  the  defendant 


Martin  t).  Heirs  of  Martin  d  at.     Ill,  N«  S.  48« 

SrXTH  District. 

Decidedj  that  sureties  on  curator's  bonds  may  be  sued  in  the  dis« 
trict  court,  and  if  they  plead  discussion,  the  creditor  may  go  into  the 
court  of  probates  to  do  it  Beneficiary  heirs  may  also  be  sued  in 
the  district  court,  when  a  breach  of  duty  is  alleged  which  renders 
them  personally  responsible. 

On  another  point,  Pobtxr,  J.,  said: — The  third  possessors  who 
are  appellees  have  prayed  they  should  have  final  judgment  inr  their 
fiivor;  but  this  prayer  cannot  be  acceded  to,  unless  we  examine  the 
case  on  its  mcmts,  and  this  we  do  not  conceive  we  are  authorised  to 
do.  When  the  inferior  court  declines  to  pass  on  the  merits,  by  the 
opinion  which  it  entertains  in  regard  to  its  jurisdiction,  this  tribunal 
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cannot  decide  on  them;  for  it  can  only  exercise  appellate  jurisdiction, 
and  a  judgment  here  on  the  merits^  where  none  bad  been  given 
below,  would  be  an  original  one.  Ail  that  this  court  can  do,  is  to 
examine  whether  the  court  below  erred  in  refusing  to  decide  on  the 
rights  of  the  parties,  not  what  these  rights  are.  It  was  said  that  this 
tribunal  has  ofien  decided  causes,  on  points  different  from  that  which 
the  court  below  acted  on;  and  we  were  referred  to  acasie  which  went 
oflf  on  the  trial  in  the  first  instemce  on  a  question  of  prescription,  and 
was  adjudicated  on  in  this  court  on  other  grounds.  These  positions 
do  iK)t  in  the  least  affect  the  principle  which  must  govern  the  case. 
In  those  referred  to,  there  was  an  examination  of  the  merits;  and 
they  once  gone  into,  no  matter  on  what  point  decided,  the  whole 
case  was  brought  before  the  court  There  is  an  essential  diffsrence 
between  pleas  such  as  pi;escri|)tion,  rts  judicata^  and  others  of  the 
Bame  daas,  which  delay  the  progress  of  the  oaiise,  and  pleas  which 
dadiae  the  jurisdietion.  The  latter,  if  sustained,  withdraw  the  whole 
case  from  the  court;  the  former,  if  supported,  admii  jurisdiction,  and 
are  one  of  the  means  of  defence  on  the  matters  really  at  issue.  We 
are  quite  ssuCisfied  Ahat  we  icannot  examine  the  question  submitted  by 
the  appellees.  If  we  did,  it  would  be  the  first  judgment  pronounced 
in  relation  to  them,  and  that  is  the  very  definition  of  original  jurisdic* 
tion. 


Rost  V.  The  Church  of  St.  Francis.     Ill,  N,  S.  54. 

SIXTH  District 

Where  the  members  of  the  church  against  which  the  present  suit 
is  commenced,  were  created  a  body  politic,  by  an  act  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  February  10th,  1813,  Umiting  its  duration  to  ten  years,  but 
W!as  revived  by  an  act  passed  on  the  17th  of  March,  1823;  it  cannot 
be  doubted^  that  no  corporation  existed  from  the  10th  of  February, 
to  the  17th  of  March,  1823.  The  act  of  revival  had  no  retro^active 
effect  Hence  the  negligence  of  officers  of  the  church,  in  that  interval, 
whereby  plaintiff'^  house  was  bumt,.cmDOt  be  charged  to  the  corpo- 
Micoi. 
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Buford  V.  Valentine.     Ill,  N.  S.  57. 

SIXTH  District. 

Interrogatories  propounded  to  a  party  in  a  suit  cannot  be  answered 
by  his  agent. 


Hervey  et  al.  v.  Russell.     Ill,  N.  S.  69. 

SIXTH  District 

When  plaintiff  &ils  to  make  out  his  case,  there  will  be  judgment 
of  nonsuit. 


Baldwin  v.  Hazlcton.     HI,  N.  S.  61. 

An  action  for  monej  received  by  defendant  aa  aleriff^  on  an  execution  in  favor  of  plain- 
tiC    Sheriff  pleaded  general  issoe,  compensation  and  judgment  for  the  balance. 

SIXTH  District. 

Martin,  J.,  said:— Our  attention  is  first  drawn  to  a  bill  of  exception 
to  the  district  court,  refusing  to  admit  as  evidence  the  execution  pro- 
duced by  plaintiff's  counsel. 

Its  introduction  was  opposed  because  it  appeared  to  bear  date  of 
September^  1822,  and  to  be  issued  against  John  Sibley  and  John  H. 
Sibley,  the  property  of  John  Sibley  being  first  discussed,  while  the 
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execution  described  in  the  petition  is  stated  to  bear  date  about  Sep- 
tember j  1822,  and  to  be  against  John  Sibley. 

As  the  execution  was  not  the  gist  of  action,  which  was  the  actual 
receipt  of  the  money,  we  think  the  variance  was  not  fatal,  and  the 
execution  was  set  forth  with  sufficient  certainty:  the  epithet  about, 
prefixed  to  the  month  in  which  it  is  stated  to  be  dated,  authorised  the 
production  of  an  execution  dated  within  three  months,  and  the  exe- 
cution was  in  a  suit  in  which  John  Sibley  was  the  principal  debtor. 
J.  H.  Sibley's  property  was  directed  to  be  spared  if  John  Sibley's 
could  be  had.  On  pleading  compensation  and  praying  judgment  for 
a  balance  due  the  defendant,  the  plea  of  the  general  issue  was  waived. 

We  find  no  evidence  of  the  claim  offered  in  compensation. 


Congregation  of  St.  Francis  v.  Lauve.    Ill,  N.  S.  62. 

SIXTH  District 

Nonsuit,  for  foiling  to  make  out  case. 


Rutherford*s  Representatives  v.  Martin's  Heirs, 
in,  N.  S.  63. 

SIXTH  District 

Purchasers  of  land  at  probate  sale,  cannot  call  on  the  succession 
for  the  value  of  improvements  put  on  it  by  third  persons,  if  it  were 
8o\d  such  as  it  belonged  to  the  succession. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


SEPTEMBER  TERM,  1824.  33 


Yoorhies,  for  the  use  of  Cappel,  ^.  Mulhollan. 
Ill,  N.  S.  70. 

SIXTH  District 

The  plea  of  res  judicata  sustained,  it  appearing  that  the  same 
party  claimed  the  same  thing  in  another  suit,  when  it  was  disallowed. 


BaiUio  et  al.  «.  Wilsoo.     Ill,  N.  S.  73. 
Wilson  V.  Baillio  d  al.    Ill,  N.  S.  74. 

SIXTH  District 

Creditors  of  an  estate  accepted  with  the  benefit  of  inventory,  must 
go  into  the  court  of  probates,  and  be  there  paid  according  to  the  rank 
and  order  of  their  privilege.  The  circumstance  of  the  creditor  having 
a  mortgage  does  not  take  him  out  of  the  general  rule.  Civil  Code, 
178,  art  138;  De  Ende  v.  Moore,  2  Mariin,  N.  S.  336. 
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Ferguson  et  al.  v.  Thomas  et  al.    Ill,  N.  S.  75. 

Inconsistent  pleas  cannot  be  received. 

Private  writing  not  made  double,  b  good  as  t  commencement  of  proof. 
A  promise  to  deliver  cotton  in  payment  of  a  debt,  which  the  obligee  i$  to  seU,  is  not  dis- 
charged by  the  death  of  the  latter. 

SIXTH  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

This  action  was  commenced  on  an  obligation  by  which  the  defen- 
dants promised  to  deliver  a  certain  quantity  of  cotton  to  the  plaintiffs. 

The  defendants  pleaded  as  follows: 

They  denied  all  and  singular  the  allegations  contained  in  the  plain- 
tiffs' petition. 

The  right  of  the  plaintiffs  to  sue,  because  the  obligation  was  per- 
sonal to  George  Rich,  a  deceased  partner  in  the  house  of  Ferguson  & 
Rich,  who  is  represented  in  this  suit  by  his  mother  and  heirs. 

The  right  of  one  of  the  plaintifis  Rebecca  Rich,  because  she  was 
not  the  heir  of  George  Rich. 

And  lastly,  that  the  plaintiffs  could  recover,  because  the  contract 
was  a  synallagmatic  one,  and  two  copies  of  it  were  not  made  accor- 
ding to  law. 

No  evidence  appears  in  the  record  to  establish  the  execution  of  the 
instrument  sued  on,  but  the  plaintiffs  insist  the  want  of  this  proof  is 
supplied  by  the  pleadings. 

This  court  has  held  in  several  cases,  that  where  a  defendant  plead- 
ed inconsistent  pleas,  such  as  joining  that  of  payment  and  satisfaction 
to  the  general  issue,  or  in  addition  to  a  plea  that  he  did  not  sign  the 
note;  an  allegation  that  he  was  not  of  age  when  it  was  executed,  and 
that  the  instrument  was  entered  into  without  any  valid  consideration, 
we  should  consider  the  general  denial  as  waived,  because  the  fact  dis- 
closed by  the  party  himself  forbids  any  other  construction. 

When  a  man  says  he  has  paid  his  note,  it  is  an  acknowledgment 
that  it  once  had  an  existence.  When  he  affirms  that  it  was  entered 
into  without  a  good  and  valid  consideration,  he  admits  that  it  was 
executed.     See  8  Martiii^  492;  11  Ibid,  640;  1.  N,  S.  127,418. 

This  case,  it  appears  to  us,  comes  within  the  principle  under  which 
these  cases  were  decided.  The  defendant  joined  to  his  answer,  that 
he  did  not  sign  the  note,  an  averment,  tha^  <^  the  obligation  sued  on 
is  a  synallagmatic  agreement,  containing  stipulations  and  agreements 
on  the  part  of  all  the  parties  who  have  a  distinct  interest,  and  was 
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not  executed  in  as  many  originals  as  there  are  parties."  This  is  sure'y 
an  admission  that  it  was  executed.  If  it  had  never  been  made  by 
him,  as  the  general  issue  implies,  it  could  not  be  defective,  because  it 
was  not  made  double. 

This  opinion  brings  us  to  the  merits  of  the  dispute.  The  obligation 
sued  on  was,  as  we  have  stated,  for  the  delivery  of  a  certain  quantity 
of  cotton.  It  recites  as  a  consideration  for  the  promise,  that  indul- 
gence should  be  given  in  the  proceedings  on  two  twelve  months 
bonds,  one  in  favor  of  Walter  Turnbull,  and  the  other  in  favor  of  the 
then  firm  of  Ferguson  &  Rich.  The  defendants  bound  themselves 
in  solido^xo  furnish  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  next  ensuing 
the  date  of  the  agreement,  a  sufficient  quantity  of  cotton  in  bales  to 
pay  the  amount  of  the  bonds  with  costs:  the"  said  Rich  to  ship  the 
cotton,  and  apply  the  net  proceeds  to  the  extinguishment  of  the  said 
bonds.  This  agreement  is  signed  by  the  obligors  alone,  and  to  the 
plaintiffs'  prayer  of  recovery  they  now  object, 

That  the  contract  was  not  executed  in  as  many  originals  as  there 
are  parties. 

That  the  contract  was  a  personal  one,  and  that  Rich,  the  party 
who  was  to  sell  the  cotton  having  died,  they  were  not  obliged  to 
confide  this  trust  to  his  heirs  and  representatives. 

On  this  last  point  the  court  below  gave  judgment  against  the  plain- 
tifis,  and  they  appealed. 

The  article  of  our  Code  which  requires  that  tliere  should  be  as 
many  originals  as  there  are  parties  having  a  distinct  interest,  was 
made  to  insure  to  each  the  means  of  enforcing  the  agreement,  and 
applies  io  these  cases  where  the  contract  is  perfectly  synallagmatic,  or 
bilateral;  that  is,  where  the  obligation  which  each  of  the  contracting 
parties  enters  into,  is  equally  the  principal  ol)Iigation  of  the  contract, 
as  in  the  contract  of  exchange,  partnership,  &c.  and  does  not  govern 
a  case  such  as  this,  where,  though  there  are  two  parties,  as  there 
necessarily  must  be  to  every  contract,  the  obligation  of  one  was  only 
incidental,  and  a  consequence  of  a  performance  of  the  other. 

The  promise  here  was  merely  to  make  a  Nation  en  puiement^  and 
there  was  nothing  stipulated  on  the  part  of  him  who  was  to  receive 
it,  in  which  the  other  party  could  have  had  an  interest  antecedent  to 
his  own  performance.  We  therefore  think  it  was  unnecessary  he 
should  have  had  an  original.  Pothier's  Obligations, no.  9.  Were  we 
even  to  agree  with  the  appellees,  that  this  was  one  of  those  cases 
where  there  should  he  as  many  originals  as  parties,  they  would  still 
be  unable  to  escape  from  their  obligation.  The  law  does  not  say  the 
act  shall  be  null  and  void,  for  want  of  this  formality,  it  declares  they 
shall  not  be  valid,  {ne  soni  vnltihlesi,)  that  is,  that  the  agreement  is 
not  perfect,  that  it  does  not  make  full  proof  of  what  is  therein  con- 
tained. Hut  although  it  may  not  he  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  it  is 
still  a  writing  emanating  from  the  parly  against  whom  it  is  produced 
and  is  a  commencement  of  proof  in  writing.  This  is  the  construction 
Vol.  III.— 3 
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[Fer^ii0(m  et  ml  v.  Thomu  et  td.] 
put  on  the  article  of  (he  Napoleon  Code,  from  which  ours  is  taken; 
and  of  its  soundness  we  do  not  think  there  can  be  a  doubt. 

The  second  point,  and  that  on  which  the  inferior  court  decided  the 
case,  appears  to  us  free  from  any  difficulty.  The  defendants  agree 
to  pay  certain  debts  in  cotton,  and  the  person  who  was  to  receive  it, 
promised  to  sell  it,  and  place  the  proceeds  to  their  credit.  They  now 
say  they  are  discharged  from  their  obligation,  because  the  payee  has 
deceased,  and  that  they  have  not  confidence  in  any  of  his  heirs  and 
representatives.  This  may  be  very  true,  but  why  they  should  be 
discharged  from  their  engagement,  and  the  heirs  lose  their  debt, 
because  the  appellees  have  not  confidence  in  them,  is  what  we  are 
Unable  to  understand.  The  general  rule  is,  that  all  the  obligations  of 
the  ancestor  pass  to  his  heirs,  active  as  well  as  passive.  The  excep- 
tions to  this  rule  are  these  obligations,  which  result  from  agreements, 
in  which  the  personal  qualities  of  the  person  promising  are  to  be  sup- 
posed the  leading  motive  of  the  contract,  and  where  the  want  of  them 
bannot  be  supplied  by  any  other,  or  compensated  by  pecuniary  dam- 
ages. Sucli  is  the  confidence  we  repose  in  our  physician,  who  assists 
us  in  sickness,  the  painter  whom  we  may  desire  to  make  family  por- 
traits; and  in  case  of  their  decease,  their  heirs  cannot  demand  that 
they  shall  be  permitted  to  supply  their  place  or  perform  their  contract. 
But,  an  engagement  to  ship  cotton  may  be  performed  by  any  one; 
the  qualities  of  mind  are  not  the  leading  consideration  that  induced 
the  contract.  Pecuniary  responsibility  is  the  moving  cause,  because 
the  non-performance  can  be  compensated  in  damages,  and  no  objcc* 
tion  can  be  made  to  the  heirs,  on  that  score,  where  they  are  the  cred- 
itors of  the  person  whose  engagement  they  seek  to  enforce. 

On  examining  the  record,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  final  judgment, 
we  find  there  is  not  sufficient  evidence  to  enable  us  to  do  so.  The 
obligation  on  which  the  defendants  are  sued,  states  they  have  bound 
themselves  to  pay  two  twelve  months  bonds,  and  these  bonds  are  not 
produced,  nor  is  there  any  other  evidence  by  which  the  amount  of 
either  can  be  ascertained. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  that  the  case 
be  Remanded  for  a  new  trial,  and  that  the  appellees  pay  the  costs  of 
this  appeal. 

Johnson  and  Wilson^  for  the  plaintiff!. 

Thomas,  for  the  defendants. 
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CoUins  t^.  Welsh.     Ill,  N.  S.  S^ 

SIXTH  District. 

An  injunction  bond,  executed  before  an  order  of  court  has  been 
node,  declared  as  binding  as  if  executed  aftej*. 


Smoot  &  Dinsmore  v.  Baldwin,     in,  N.  S.  84. 

SIXTH  District 

Decided^  that  a  sale  of  slaves,  not  followed  by  delivery,  will  not 
prevail  against  a  second  purchaser  in  good  faith  to  whom  they  are 
delivered.  The  delivery  may  be  legal  and  fictitious,  when  the  inten- 
tion of  the  parties  is  manifested  by  expressions  to  that  effect  in  the 
act  of  sale,  &c.  But  the  deed  exhibited  by  appellants  contains  no 
expression  of  delivery. 


Calvit  t>.  €omptoii  et  al.    HI,  N.  8.  86. 

SIXTH  District. 

Where  vendor  was  called  in  warranty,  and  said  he  transferred 
and  delivered  two  slaves  to  plaintiff,  but  he  concludes  that  he  has  a 
just  and  legal  tille  in  them;  Held,  that  the  transfer  and  delivery 
must  be  considered  as  one  which  did  not  vest  title. 
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English  V.  Latham.     Ill,  N.  S.  88. 

SIXTH  District. 

The  penalty  cannot  exceed  double  the  amount  of  the  injury.  La 
pena  puesta  en  gran  cantidad  no  se  extiende  a  mas  de  dos  tantos. 
Fuero^  /,  1 1, 5.  An  attorney  on  record  cannot  become  a  competent 
witness  by  striking  his  name  off  the  docket,  and  renouncing  his  fee. 
1  Martinis  Digest,  537. 


Shiflf  6/  al  V.  Wilson.     Ill,  N.  S.  91. 

The  husband  may  be  surety  for  the  wife  In  an  appeal  bond.    Courts  in  this  state  cannot 
enlarge  their  jurisdiction  by  fictions. 

SIXTH  District. 

Porter,  J. — The  petitioners  state  that  the  defendant  was  wife  of 
the  late  James  H.  Gordon,  who  was  their  debtor;  that  at  his  decease, 
she  took  possession  of  all  his  estate,  real  and  personal,  retains  it  in 
her  possession,  and  uses  it  as  her  own:  that  she  took  an  active  con- 
cern in  the  affairs  of  the  community:  that  she  did  not  make  a  faithful 
inventory  of  the  property:  and  that  she  has  concealed  and  made 
away  with  part  of  the  effects  thereof:  by  reason  of  all  which,  she  has 
made  herself  personally  responsible  for  the  debts  contracted  by  her 
husband. 

They  also  pray  that  judgment  may  be  given  against  her  as  tutrix 
to  the  minor  children  and  heirs  of  the  said  Gordon,  and  that  the  same 
be  satisfied  out  of  his  estate,  in  her  hands  to  be  administered. 

To  this  she  pleaded  several  pleas,  one  denying  all  the  facts  on  which 
her  personal  liability  is  charged;  and  the  other  declining  the  juris- 
diction of  the  court,  and  averring  that  the  case  was  one  properly 
cognisable  by  the  court  of  probates:  the  others  do  not  require  to  be 
mentioned. 

The  cause  was  submitted  to  a  jury  on  special  facts,  whose  finding 
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in  the  opinion  of  the  conrt  below,  having  negatived  these  averments 
in  the  petition,  which  charge  the  defendant  as  liable,  in  her  private 
capacity;  but  having  also  found  that  the  debt  was  due  by  the  estate 
of  James  H.  Gordon,  it  gave  judgment  that  the  plaintiffs  recover  froDi 
the  defendant  the  sum  claimed  in  the  petition,  to  be  levied  from  the 
goods  and  chattels  of  said  estate,  in  the  hands  of  the  defendant,  tutrix 
to  her  minor  children,  to  be  administered. 

From  this  judgment  the  defendant  appealed,  and  the  plaintiffs  on 
the  appeal  have  come  into  this  court,  and  prayed  that  the  judgment 
might  be  so  amended,  as  to  declare  and  make  her  responsible  in  her 
private  capacity,  for  the  amount  ascertained  to  be  due  them. 

Previous,  however,  to  filing  this  prayer  for  amending  the  petition, 
the  plaintiffs  moved  to  dismiss  the  appeal,  on  the  ground  that  the 
husband  of  the  defendant  had  signed  the  appeal  bond  as  surety,  and 
that  he  could  not  legally  do  so,  as  he  was  also  defendant  in  the  cause. 

The  husband  who  appears  in  an  action  where  his  wife  is  sued  for 
debts  antecedent  to  the  coverture,  is  only  nominally  defendant,  and 
his  presence  is  required,  not  because  the  judgment  can  affect  him,  but 
because  it  is  necessary  he  should  watch  over  and  protect  the  interest 
of  his  wife,  who,  during  marriage,  is  considered,  in  regard  to  judicial 
proceedings,  as  a  minor,  and  incapable  of  defending  herself.  The 
judgment  rendered  in  this  case  is  against  her  alone;  and  if  he  have 
the  other  qualifications,  which  the  law  requires  in  judicial  sureties, 
we  are  entirely  satisfied  that  the  circumstance  of  his  being  made 
defendant  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  interests  of  another,  does 
not  prevent  him  from  acting  as  surety.  By  giving  bond  in  his  capacity 
be  furnishes  that  security,  in  addilion  to  the  responsibility  of  the 
defendant,  which  the  law  contemplated  in  requiring  another  person 
tfaftn  the  party  cast  in  the  suit  to  sign  the  appeal  bond. 

This  brings  us  to  the  question  of  jurisdiction.  The  defendant 
complains,  that  the  judgment  rendered  here,  is  one  which  could  not 
be  legally  given  against  her,  by  the  district  court;  that  the  court  of 
probates  has  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  settlement  of  estates  ad- 
ministered by  the  representatives  of  minor  heirs;  and  that  the  decree 
having  negatived  all  idea  of  personal  responsibility,  the  court  could 
not  give  judgment  against  her  in  her  representative  capacity.  This 
position,  so  far  as  it  assumes  exclusive  jurisdiction  to  the  probate 
court,  of  daims  against  successions  represented  by  others,  than  heirs 
arrived  at  the  age  of  majority  and  accepting  purely  and  simply,  is  too 
clearly  supported  by  law,  and  too  solemnly  recognised  by  repeated 
judgments  of  this  court  to  be  now  questioned.  The  plamtiffs,  there- 
fore, with  great  propriety,  have  not  contested  the  general  rule,  but 
they  contend  that  the  court,  having  obtained  jurisdiction,  by  those 
allegations  in  the  pleadings  which  charged  the  defendant  with  acts  that 
roade  her  respon^ble  in  her  personal  capacity,  could  with  propriety, 
and  without  exceeding  the  powers  vested  in  it,  give  judgment  against 
her  in  her  character  of  administratrix.  But  to  this  argument  we  are 
as  little  prepared  to  give  assent^  as  we  would  be  to  that  which  would 
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have  asserted  this  right  in  the  court,  on  pleadings  conformable  to  the 
truth  of  the  case.  Allegations  of  the  parties  confer  the  power  on 
these  tribunals  in  which  they  are  made,  to  examine  the  case  which 
they  set  out,  if  that  case  be  one  proper  for  the  court  to  take  cognisance 
of;  but  they  do  not  invest  it  with  authority  to  investigate  causes 
which  the  law  has  not  assigned  to  it  If  such  were  the  consequence, 
then  it  would  follow  that  the  tribunals  of  justice  in  this  country  would 
be  unlimited  in  their  jurisdiction,  and  the  parties  litigating  could  con- 
tract their  powers,  or  enlarge  them,  as  it  suited  their  interest,  caprice, 
or  necessities.  To  what  difficulties  this  would  lead,  it  is  almost  un- 
necessary to  state;  by  the  operation  of  this  principle,  the  whole  juris- 
diction of  the  court  of  probates  would  be  taken  from  it;  the  settlement 
of  estates,  instead  of  being  made  upon  an  examination  of  the  claims 
of  all  interested,  and  with  a  due  regard  to  the  legal  rights  of  the  re- 
spective creditors,  would  be  thrown  into  utter  confusion,  and  litigation 
multiplied,  and  costs  augmented  without  any  rational  object  being 
attained.  Nor  would  the  evil  be  confined  to  that  court,  it  would 
extend  to  all  in  the  state.  By  the  same  process  of  reasoning,  the 
criminal  court  of  Orleans  could  entertain  a  question  in  regard  to  a 
land  title,  or  a  justice  of  the  peace  give  judgment  for  10,000  dollars. 
All  that  would  be  necessary  for  their  exercise  of  this  authority,  would 
be  an  allegation  of  crime  before  the  former,  and  the  statement  of  a 
debt  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  latter.  We  know  of  courts  in  other 
countries,  in  England  particularly,  taking  on  them,  by  adding  to  a 
charge  of  those  things  of  which  they  have  cognisance;  other  matters 
not  originally  within  their  jurisdiction,  the  right  to  investigate  the 
latter  and  decide  on  them.  But  in  this  country,  where  the  tribunals 
of  justice  derive  their  authority  from  positive  law,  and  have  just  so 
much  power  as  is  conferred  on  them,  and  no  more:  where  each  order 
of  magistracy,  judicial,  executive  and  legislative,  are  bounded  by  the 
constitution,  and  can  only  move  within  the  orbits  assigned  them,  the 
idea  that  any  branch  of  our  government  may  enlarge  its  limits,  or 
increase  its  power,  by  its  own  act,  cannot  be  for  a  moment  tolerated. 
If  we  could  extend  our  jurisdiction  by  fictions,  we  might  also  create 
them  in  each  particular  case,  and  pass  not  on  facts  which  were  proved, 
but  on  those  we  imagined. 

We  are,  therefore,  clearly  of  opinion,  that  the  allegations  in  the 
petition,  which  gave  jurisdiction  to  the  district  court  of  a  case  within 
its  authority,  did  not  justify  it  in  giving  judgment  on  matters  belong- 
ing exclusively  to  another  tribunal,  and  that  the  judgment  rendered 
in  this  case  was  null  and  void,  and  must  be  reversed. 

It  remains,  however,  to  consider  whether  that  court  did  not  err  in  not 
rendering  judgment  against  the  defendant  in  her  personal  character. 
An  examination  of  the  facts,  on  which  this  judgment  is  demanded, 
need  not  now  be  gone  into,  because  the  opinion  we  entertain  on  a 
bill  of  exceptions,  taken  to  the  opinion  of  the  district  judge,  permitting 
certain  facts  to  be  submitted  by  the  defendant  to  the  jury,  requires  us 
to  remand  the  cause.    As  to  that  part  of  it,  which  relates  to  the 
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relevancy  of  the  fact,  as  not  growing  out  of  the  pleadings,  we  think 
there  is  not  any  foundation  for  it.  The  ground  of  the  action  is,  that 
the  defendant  made  herself  personally  liable  by  various  acts  in  rela- 
tion to  the  estate  of  her  deceased  husband:  the  answer  meets  ail  these 
&cts,  in  detail,  and  denies  them.  The  questions  submitted  to  the 
jury,  fairly  arose  on  the  issues  joined,  and  were  necessary  to  a  correct 
understanding  of  the  conduct  of  the  defendant  As  we  said  in  the 
case  of  Livingston  v.  Heerman,  parties  may  present  to  the  jury,  facts 
which  go  to  establish  the  title  set  up,  although  these  facts  should  not 
be  set  forth  in  the  petition:  it  is  true,  that  they  must  not  be  at  variance 
with  the  allegations  in  the  petition  and  answer,  but  the  facts  are 
always  pertinent  where  they  tend  to  support  the  claim  set  up. 
9  Martin,  710. 

As  to  that  part  of  the  exception  taken,  which  objected  to  the  ques- 
tions submitted  to  the  jury,  because  the  intention  or  design  with 
which  the  defendant  had  done  certain  acts,  more  difficulty  exists. 
We  are  not  prepared  to  say  that  there  may  not  be  some  acts  done  by 
a  widow,  in  relation  to  an  estate,  so  equivocal  in  themselves,  that  the 
intention  or  design  >\nth  which  they  are  committed,  may  not  be  a 
proper  subject  for  inquiry  and  decision  by  a  jury  on  special  facts 
submitted.  But  whether  she  has  done  any  act  in  regard  to  the  com- 
munity, with  an  intention  to  accept  it,  appears  to  us  too  general 
There  are  many  acts  by  which  a  widow  may  lose  her  right  of  renoun- 
cing the  acquets  and  gains,  and  make  herself  responsible  for  the  debts, 
no  matter  what  may  be  her  intention  and  design.  In  regard  to  these 
acts,  if  the  submission  of  intention  was  made  to  control  their  legal 
effect,  it  was  erroneous;  if  not  with  that  design,  it  was  useless.  1*he 
cause  must,  therefore,  be  remanded  on  this  ground;  and  there  is  also 
another  consideration  which  would  induce  us  to  send  it  back,  if  that 
already  mentioned  were  wanting.  There  is  a  most  violent  presump- 
tion created  by  the  verdict,  that  the  property  retained  by  the  widow, 
and  not  sold,  makes  a  part  of  her  biens  propres;  though  it  is  not 

E roved  so  clearly  as  to  enable  us  to  act  on  it  as  a  fact  legally  esta- 
lished.  The  case  indeed  does  not  differ  from  that  of  Cox  against  the 
present  defendant,  decided  at  the  last  term  of  the  court.  1  Martin^ 
N.  S.  629. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided,  and  reversed;  that  the  case 
be  remanded  for  a  new  trial,  with  direction  to  the  district  judge  not 
to  permit  the  defendant  to  submit  to  the  jury  the  intention  or  design 
with  which  any  act  was  done  in  relation  to  the  estate  of  the  late 
James  H.  Gordon:  it  is  further  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that 
the  appellee  pay  the  costs  of  the  appeals. 
Baldwin^  for  the  plaintiffs. 
Wilson,  for  the  defendant. 
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Roberts  v.  Rodes.     Ill,  N.  S.  100. 

SIXTH  District. 

^e/6^,  motions  for  new  trials  are  always  addressed  to  the  legal 
discretion  of  the  court 

The  only  difficulty  in  the  present  case  was  this: 

Porter,  J.,  said: — We  have  already  seen  that  this  action  is  insti- 
tuted on  a  contract  of  exchange,  by  which  a  house  and  lot  were  given 
for  three  slaves.  The  judgment  of  the  district  court  is,  that  the  plain- 
tiff recover  of  the  defendant,  the  sum  of  six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
in  money.  This  is  not  rescinding  a  contract  of  exchange,  but  a  con- 
tract of  sale;  or  in  other  words,  a  different  contract  from  that  which 
the  parties  entered  into.  Redhibition,  according  to  our  Code,  is  the 
cancelling  of  the  sale  on  account  of  some  defect  in  the  thing  sold,  such 
as  may  be  sufficient  to  oblige  the  seller  to  take  it  back  again,  aiKl  have 
the  sale  annulled.  Civil  Code,  356,  art.  65.  Were  there  no  other  pro- 
vision in  our  law  but  this,  it  would  necessarily  follow  that  in  annul- 
ling the  contract,  the  parlies  should  be  replaced  in  their  original  posi- 
tion; the  plaintiff  giving  back  what  he  originally  received,  and  getting 
in  return  what  he  had  given  for  it.  A  reference  to  other  worJis  of 
authority  places  the  subject  beyond  any  doubt. 

^^Kedhibilorio  es  bolver  la  cosa  comprada^  el  comprador  al  venck- 
dor^y  el  bolverse  elpreclo  que  dio  por  ella  Curia  Philip,  Ub,  cap. 
1 3,  nos.  Verba  Redkibitoria,  ^'  The  price  given  here  was  not  money, 
but  a  house  and  lot;  or,  strictly  speaking,  there  was  no  price,  for  the 
contract  was  not  one  of  sale. 

Pothier  treats  of  this  subject  with  his  usual  accuracy,  and  gives  the 
most  satisfactory  information  on  the  point  now  under  discussion: 
"L'acheteur  (he  says,)  est  en  droit  de  demander  par  Paction  redhib- 
itoire  la  resolution  et  nullit6  du  march6  et  gu^en  consequence  les  cho- 
ses  soient  remises  en  vieme  elal  que  sUl  n^eioil  pas^  inlervenuj* 
Pothier^  TruiU  du  Conlrat  de  Venle^  no  217.  In  support  of  this 
doctrine,  he  cites  the  Digest,  liv.  22 j  (it,  1,  /.  23  and  60. 

There  is  some  difficulty  in  applying  these  principles  to  the  case,  as 
only  one  of  the  slaves  is  afflicted  with  redhibitory  defects,  and  the 
property  given  in  exchange  was  a  house  and  lot,  which  most  probably 
is  not  susceptible  of  such  division  as  would  enable  a  portion  precisely 
equal  to  the  value  of  the  property  now  sued  for  to  be  returned.  By 
law,  the  vendee,  who  acquires  several  slaves  by  one  contract,  is  not 
permitted  to  annul  the  whole  contract  for  a  defect  in  a  part  of  the  ob- 
jects purchased.    6  Marlin,  689.    This  rule,  however,  of  necessity, 
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yiehb  to  cases  where,  from  the  nature  of  the  agreement,  a  partial  re- 
scission cannot  take  place,  and  there  is  the  same  necessit7  that'the  ven- 
dee should  exercise  it  for  the  whole.  For  there  is  no  other  way  that 
the  parties  can  be  replaced  in  their  original  position,  or  that  the  thing 
given  as  a  consideration  can  be  restored. 

The  pleadings  and  evidence  do  not  enable  us  to  give  final  judg- 
ment according  to  the  view  we  entertain  of  the  legal  rights  of  the 
parties.    We  think  the  cause  should  be  remanded  for  a  new  trial. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  that  the  cause 
be  remanded  for  a  new  trial,  and  that  the  appellee  pay  the  costs  of 
appeal 

Buliard  and  Holkam^  for  the  plaintiC 

Rottj  for  the  defendant 


Martin  v.  Curtis  d  al.     Ill,  N.  S.  105. 

Hm  acknowled^entfl  of  the  vendor  in  the  deed  of  sale,  are  evidence  againtt  a  snbee- 

qocnt  vendee. 

SIXTH  District 

Martiw,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

The  plaintiff  claims  certain  slaves  in  the  possession  of  the  defend- 
ants. They  pleaded  the  general  issue,  prescription  and  title  under 
Benson,  whom  they  called  in  warranty. 

Benson  alleged  that  the  plaintiff  never  had  possession  of  the  slaves 
under  the  sale  from  Wallace,  by  virtue  of  which  he  claims  them — 
that  he  released  all  his  right  to  Wallace,  who  sold  the  slaves  to  him^ 
and  that  he  and  his  vendee,  the  defendants,  have  possessed  them  up- 
wards of  five  years — that  Wallace's  sale  to  the  plaintiff  was  a  simu- 
lated one. 

The  plaintiff  had  a  verdict  and  judgment,  and  the  defendants  ap- 
pealed. 

The  documents  produced  are 

1.  Wallace's  sale  of  the  slave  sued  for,  to  the  plaintiff,  March  21, 
1817. 

2.  Benson's  to  the  defendants,  November  30, 1818. 

3.  Wallace's  sale  to  Benson,  July  9, 1818. 
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The  sale  of  Wallace  to  the  plaintiff^  is  a  ven/edrefTiere^asale  with 
a  clause  reserving  to  the  vendee  the  power  of  redeeming. 

That  of  Wallace  to  Benson  recites  that  of  Wallace  to  the  plaintiff, 
and  Benson  promises  lo  procure  the  plaintiff's  release  and  recon- 
veyance. 

Our  attention  is  first  directed  to  a  bill  of  exceptions  taken  by  the 
defendants'  counsel  to  the  refusal  of  the  distrk^  judge  to  charge  the 
jury,  that  "in  law,  the  acknowledgment  in  the  conveyance  from  Wal- 
lace to  the  plaintiff,  that  the  price  of  the  negroes  was  paid  down, 
was  no  proof  against  Benson  that  such  a  payment  was  made." 

We  think  the  district  judge  was  correct.  Benson  was  Wallace's 
vendee,  and  must  be  bound  by  the  acts  of  his  vendor,  in  regard  to  the 
thing  sold. 

The  first  plea  of  the  defendant,  the  general  issue,  is  unsupported. 
The  plaintiff  proves  his  right  by  the  production  of  the  deed  of  sale  of 
Wallace,  under  which  the  defendants  claim.  This  deed  is  a  notarial 
one,  and  the  identity  of  the  slaves  is  admitted  in  the  statement  of 
facts. 

The  plea  of  prescription,  i.  «.,  that  the  defendants  possessed  five 
years,  is  unsupported;  their  title  bears  date  Nov.  30, 1818,  and  the 
citation  in  the  present  suit  appears  to  have  been  served  on  the  6th  of 
November,  1823. 

The  deed  of  Benson  is  posterior  to  that  of  the  plaintiff,  and  recites 
the  conveyance  of  his  vendor  (of  the  negroes  sold,)  to  the  plaintiff, 
and  he  accepts  the  sale  on  the  covenant  of  his  vendor  to  produce  a 
conveyance  or  release  from  the  plaintiff.  This  does  not  appear  to 
have  ever  been  obtained. 

Benson  pleads,  I.  That  the  plaintiff  never  had  possession  of  the 
slaves  sold.  The  plaintiff's  deed  expressly  sets  forth  that  the  slaves 
were  delivered  to  him.  The  statute  provides  that  the  tradition  or 
delivery  of  slaves  takes  place  by  the  mere  consent  of  the  parties, 
when  the  sale  mentions  that  the  things  were  delivered  to  the  buyer. 
Oivil  Code,  360,  art.  28.  It  therefore  follows,  that  the  plaintiff  had 
4hat  tradition  or  delivery,  which  transferred  the  vendor's  right. 

Benson,  who,  when  he  purchased  the  slaves  from  Wallace,  was 
informed  by  a  clause  in  his  deed,  that  the  negroes  he  was  purchasing 
were  already  sold  to  the  plaintiff,  and  was  willing  to  trust  Wallace 
on  his  covenant  that  he  would  procure  the  plaintiff's  reconveyance 
-or  release,  cannot  complain  that  the  plaintiff,  by  permitting  Wallace 
to  possess  and  have  the  slaves  as  his  own,  enabled  him  to  defraud 
and  impose  upon  him  the  second  vendee:  for  the  declaration  of 
Wallace,  contained  in  the  sale  to  Benson,  that  the  title  to  the  slaves 
was  in  the  plaintiff,  precludes  the  idea  of  his  exercising  any  fraud  or 
imposition. 

The  statement  of  facts  shows  that  the  plaintiff  permitted  Wallace 
to  keep  the  negroes  after  the  sale.  The  evidence  of  fraud  which  this 
complaisance  presents,  if  it  could  be  invoked  by  Benson,  who  bought 
with  his  eyes  open,  and  to  whom  every  thing  was  disclosed,  must 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SEPTEMBER  TERM,  1824.  $5 

[Martin  v.  Cartis  et  ah] 

vanish,  when  the  perusal  of  Wallace's  deed  to  the  plaintiff  shows 
that,  although  the  former  was  secured  by  an  actual  bona  Jidt  sale^ 
yet  the  intention  of  vendor  and  vendee  was  that  the  slaves  should  be 
reconveyed,  as  soon  as  the  former  availed  himself  of  the  right  of 
redemption,  reserved  to  him  by  a  clause  in  the  deed. 

Admitting  that  to  a  purchaser  without  notice,  the  circumstance, 
that  after  the  sale  was  completed,  by  a  legal  tradition,  the  vendor 
was  permitted  to  retain  the  slaves,  and  remain  the  ostensible  owner, 
might  give  some  claim  to  a  party,  deceived  thereby — yet  Benson, 
who  had  legal  notice  by  the  notarial  sale  to  the  plaintiff,  and  to 
whose  immediate  predecessor  notice  and  knowledge  were  given  by 
Wallace,  cannot  possibly  complain. 

Benson's  deed  is  not  such  a  title  as  may  enable  him  to  prescribe 
mider  it,  for  he  knew  his  vendor  had  no  title. 

There  is  no  evidence  of  the  alleged  simulation. 

The  case  of  Price  v,  Curtis  et  al.,  6  Martin^  420,  and  Copelly  v. 
Duverges,  11  Ibid.  641,  have  been  insisted  on.  But  in  the  first,  the 
deed  of  sale  did  not  state  any  delivery— and  the  latter  was  that  of  a 
sale  anterior  to  the  Code — the  conveyance  was  of  land,  not  of  slaves. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Thomas,  for  the  plaintiff. 

Butiardy  for  the  defendants. 


Hunter  v.  Smith.     HI,  N.  S,  109- 

SIXTH  District. 

Answers  to  interrogatories  cannot  be  divided. 
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Winkle  v.  Tjler.     Ill,  N.  S.  1 1 1. 

SIXTH  District 

A  vendee  cannot  resist  payment  on  the  ground  that  there  are  other 
persons  who  have  titles  to  the  land  sold  him,  there  being  no  suit 
brought,  no  certainty  that  these  persons  will  ever  disturb  him,  nor 
any  means  of  trying  whether  their  titles  are  better  than  his. 


Bird  V.  Bowie-     III,  N-  S.  112. 

If  the  answers  to  interrogatories  are  evasive,  the  caose  will  be  remanded 

SEVENTH  District. 

Porter,  J.,  said  : — The  defendant  propounded  two  questions  to  the 
plaintiff :  Whether  he  had  not  received  the  negro  mentioned  in  the  first 
interrogatory,  at  1200  dollars,  or  if  not,  at  what  sum  had  he  agreed  to 
take  him  ?  The  answer  furnished  a  reply  to  only  one  of  these  ques- 
tions, namely  :  that  he  had  not  received  him  at  1200  dollars.  In  this  it 
was  clearly  defective,  but  the  plaintiff  contends  this  defect  has  been 
cured  by  an  answer  given  to  another  of  the  interrogatories,  by  which 
it  is  stated  that  the  negro  was  not^dclivered  in  payment  of  the  prin- 
cipal sum  due,  but  ihe  interest  wWch  hadaccrued  on  it.  And  he 
insists  the  amount  was  immaterial,  because  it  could  not  be  used  in 
this  action  as  a  defence,  or  if  material,  that  the  answer  is  sufficiently 
explicit,  because  it  states  it  was  the  amount  of  the  interest  due  at  the 
time  the  slave  was  received. 

In  this  reasoning,  which  is  sufficiently  ingenious,  this  court  cannot 
concur.  It  seems  to  us  to  take  for  granted  in  favor  of  the  party 
answering,  the  very  thing  which  it  was  the  object  of  the  interrogatory 
to  disprove.  From  the  pleadings,  and  the  drift  of  the  plaintiflfs 
answers  to  the  questions  proposed  to  him,  it  appears  that  one  of  the 
points  principally  disputed  between  the  parties,  was,  whether  the 
negro  bad  been  given  in  payment  of  the  principal  sum  due  by  the 
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obligation,  or  in  discharge  of  some  subsequent  engagement  entered 
into  with  regard  to  interest  Now,  negativing  the  fact  that  it  was 
given  in  payment  did  not  justify  an  evasion  of  the  interrogatory, 
which  called  on  him  to  state  at  what  amount  the  slave  was  delivered. 
To  ascertain  the  truth  in  regard  to  the  point  at  issue,  the  surti  at 
which  the  negro  was  received,  was  very  material.  It  might  have 
shown  so  high  a  price,  as  to  have  rendered  it  improbable  he  was 
given  as  a  compensation  for  the  delay  in  the  payment  of  the  original 
debt,  or  if  given  on  that  account,  that  the  contract  was  usurious. 
When  the  party  interrogated  fails  to  answer  according  to  law,  it  lies 
on  him  to  show,  that  the  information  he  has  disclosed  to  other  ques- 
tions, fully  and  satisfactorily  cures  the  defect,  and  places  the  opposite 
party  in  the  same  situation,  in  which  a  categorical  reply  to  the  interro- 
gatory propounded  would  have  put  him.  One  of  the  best  means  of 
getting  verity  from  reluctant  witnesses,  and  arriving  at  a  correct 
knowledge  of  the  matters  on  which  they  testify,  is,  by  minute  inter- 
rogation on  particulars.  A  party  in  a  suit  who  wishes  to  probe  the 
conscience  of  his  adversary,  has  the  same  right,  and  perhaps  a  greater 
necessity,  for  applying  this  test,  than  when  examining  a  witness  who 
is  presumed  indifferent.  The  answer  excepted  to  in  this  instance,  is 
liable  to  all  the  objections  that  a  regard  to  this  rule  can  suggest.  It 
evades  particulars,  and  endeavors  to  cure  the  evasion  by  a  general 
answer  to  another  question,  which  answer  can  only  be  a  reply  to 
this,  on  the  supposition  that  the  plaintiff  could  have  answered  the 
particular  interrogation,  in  such  a  way  as  would  have  produced  the 
same  result 

The  exception  made  to  the  reply  to  the  fourth  interrogatory  does 
not  appear  to  be  supported.  The  question  was  general  as  to  the 
consideration,  and  the  answer  fully  meets  and  satisfies  it 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  and  that  this 
case  be  remanded  for  a  new  trial,  with  direction  to  the  district  judge 
to  ascertain  the  exception  filed  by  the  defendant  to  the  plaintiffs 
answer  to  the  second  interrogatory.  And  it  is  further  ordered, 
adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  appellee  pay  the  costs  of  this  appeal. 

Scotiy  for  the  plaintiff. 

Oakley y  for  the  defendant. 


Vol.  III. 
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Ware  v.  Innis.     HI,  N.  S.  117. 

SIXTH  District. 

Decided,  that  the  forfeiture  of  the  right  to  recover,  on  account  of 
having  seized  and  taken  property  from  the  defendant,  to  satisfy  the 
amount  claimed  by  suit,  a  principle  of  Spanish  law,  {N.  Recopila- 
don,  b.  4,  til,  13,  /.  1,  and  b.  5,  tlL  17,  /.  10,  of  same  work,^  only  takes 
place  in  consequence  of  a  taking  with  force,  as  it  was  the  intent  of 
the  law  maker  to  prevent  breaches  of  the  peace. 


Innis  V.  Kemper.     Ill,  N.  S.  119. 

SIXTH  District. 

It  will  not  be  allowed  to  a  freeholder  who  has  signed  a  return  for 
a  road  under  the  Jwra/  of  a  justice  of  the  peace,  afterwards  to  prove 
that  he  was  not  sworn.  This  establishes  that  the  oath  was  taken— 
but,  it  is  urged,  this  does  not  show  it  was  taken  before  they  proceeded. 
This  circumstance  would  not  vitiate  the  proceedings.  Nott  v.  Daunoy, 
1  Martin  J  N.S.I. 


Staflford  v.  CaUiham.     Ill,  N.  S.  124. 

SIXTH  District 

A  new  trial  refused,  because  the  party  applying  for  it,  had  not 
used  due  diligence  to  procure  the  missing  evidence. 
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Bacon  v.  M'Nutt  et  al.    Ill,  N.  S.  139. 

]f  t  probate  sale  be  made  to  satisfy  a  mortgage  and  the  mortgagee  become  the  parchaser, 
he  will  be  allowed  to  retain  the  price. 

SIXTH  District 

Maktin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

The  plaintiff,  as  widow  and  tutrix  of  her  minor  children,  demands 
from  the  defendant,  surety  of  W.  Murray,  the  price  of  a  lot  in  the 
town  of  Alexandria,  purchased  by  the  latter,  at  the  sale  of  her  hus- 
band's estate. 

The  defendant  pleaded  the  general  issue,  a  mortgage  on  the  lot 
and  confession  of  judgment  in  favor  of  his  principal,  a  compensation 
of  a  claim  of  the  latter  against  the  estate,  and  a  plea  of  discussion. 

Murray  interpleaded,  denied  all  allegations;  averred  the  claim  was 
extinguished  by  compensation  or  pa3rment;  prayed  the  defendant 
being  a  foreigner  should  give  security,  if  any  thing  was  recovered,  as 
other  persons  were  interested  in  the  estate. 

There  was  judgment  against  both  principal  and  surety;  but  execu- 
tion was  directed  not  to  issue,  till  the  plaintiff  gave  security  to  indem- 
nify the  defendants  agamst  an  hypothecary  claim  of  Ferguson  &  Rich, 
and  not  against  the  surety  till  after  the  discussion  of  the  property  of 
the  principal  pointed  out  by  the  surety. 

The  plaintiff  appealed. 

The  documents  that  come  up  are  process  verbal  of  the  sale  of  E. 
Bacon's  estate;  the  petition  to,  and  order  of  the  parish  judge,  th^ 
receipt  of  Murray,  vendor  of  E.  Bacon,  for  a  partial  payment 

The  defendants  introduced  the  record  of  a  suit,  Ferguson  &  Rich 
V.  Bacon,  the  present  plaintiff,  and  the  subrogation  of  Murray  to  the 
plaintiffs'  rights. 

Scott  deposed  that  the  note,  offered  in  compensation,  is  one  of 
those  given  in  payment  of  the  lot,  as  well  as  that  filed  in  the  suit  of 
Ferguson  v.  Rich,  both  being  secured  by  a  mortgage  on  the  lot. 

It  is  urged  that  Murray  purchased  at  a  sale,  ordered  by  the  court 
of  probates,  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  property  of  the  estate 
into  cash,  so  that  the  debts  might  be  paid  out  of  the  proceeds,  accor- 
ding to  their  respective  classes;  and  that,  therefore,  there  cannot  be 
any  compensation  allowed,  and  the  district  court  erred  in  allowing 
any. 

This  does  not  appear  to  have  been  a  sale  of  thfe  whole  property  of 
the  estate,  but  the  sale  of  a  lot,  and  the  avowed  object  not  to  reduce 
it  into  money  to  be  distributed,  but  to  sell  on  credit  so  as  to  get  a 
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higher  price  and  the  sale  is  only  authorised,  as  prayed  for,  to  avert 
the  loss  to  the  estate  and  perhaps  to  the  mortgagee,  that  would  result 
from  a  cash  sale.  It  is  not  even  averred  that  there  are  other  debts, 
and  it  is  that  there  is  other  property.  The  district  court  did  not  err 
in  considering  the  sale  as  made  for  a  particular  object,  that  of  satis- 
fying the  mortgage  on  the  premises.  If  so,  nothing  is  more  just  than 
to  allow  the  mortgage  creditor,  who  has  become  a  purchaser,  to  retain 
in  his  hands,  the  produce  of  a  sale,  actually  made  to  pay  him.  It 
appears  that  Murray,  in  his  own  right  and  as  subrogated  to  those  of 
Ferguson  &j  Rich,  is  the  only  hypothecary  creditor.  The  judge, 
therefore,  acted  correctly  in  allowing  the  claim  for  compensation. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
be  affirmed  with  costs. 

Wilsoriy  for  the  plaintiff. 

Bullard  and  Scott ^  for  the  defendants. 


Taylor  v.  Curtis.     Ill,  N.  S.  132. 

A  man's  soWency  cannot  be  better  tested  than  by  the  return  of  an  execation  ag^ainst 
him,  on  which  no  property  can  be  found. 

SIXTH  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  defendant  transferred  to  the  plaintiflF,  part  of  a  judgment 
which  he  had  recovered  against  one  A.  J.  Davis,  with  an  express 
warranty  of  his  solvency;  the  money  not  being  made  on  execution, 
this  action  has  been  brought  against  the  defendant  as  transferror  and 
the  only  question  presented  for  decision  is,  whether  it  has  been  shown 
that  Davis  was  insolvent. 

The  transfer  bears  date  the  22d  of  November,  1822.  On  the  17th 
of  January,  1823,  the  plaintiff  issued  execution  against  Davis  on  the 
judgment,  and  on  this  execution  only  sixty  dollars  could  be  made 
which  the  defendant  received.  On  the  22d  of  the  month  last  men- 
tioned, Davis  presented  his  bilan  and  prayed  for  a  meeting  of  his 
creditors  in  order  that  he  might  make  them  a  cession  of  his  goods: 
and  shortly  after  died. 

In  addition  to  this  evidence,  parol  testimony  was  introduced  to 
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show  that  Davis  was  insolvent,  and  that  every  thing  he  had  was 
mortgaged  for  other  debts. 

We  think  the  plaintiflF  is  entitled  to  recover.  The  defendant,  in 
warranting  the  solvency  of  Davis,  warranted  his  ability  to  pay,  and 
this  ability  could  not  have  been  better  tested,  than  bv  the  application 
of  an  execution,  which  proved  unavailing.  The  defendant  has  con- 
tended that  Davis  was  not  insolvent,  because  the  schedule  filed  by 
him  shows  that  he  had  property  and  debts  to  a  larger  amount  than 
that  which  he  owed.  There  are  few  insolvent  debtors,  who  do  not 
present  such  statements,  and  there  are  few  of  those  statements  that 
do  not  prove  delusive;  but  whether  that  relied  on  here,  would  have 
been  an  exception  to  the  general  rule,  we  deem  immaterial  in  settling 
the  present  question.  It  was  not  the  understanding  of  the  parties, 
nor  is  it  our  understanding  of  the  law,  on  such  a  contract  as  this,  that 
the  transferee  is  to  await  the  settlement  of  an  insolvent's  estate,  befon 
he  can  have  recourse  on  his  transferror.  The  evident  meaning  of  the 
agreement  was,  that  Davis  was  able  to  pay  the  debt  in  due  course  of 
law,  and  that  the  means  of  compelling  him  should  have  been  resorted 
to.  The  obligations  of  sureties,  who  contract  in  the  ordinary  way, 
furnish  a  fair  analogy  for  ascertaining  the  right  of  the  parties,  now 
before  us.  They,  like  the  defendant,  agree  that  the  person,  for  whom 
they  bind  themselves,  is  solvent,  and  that  he  will  pay  the  debts  he 
has  contracted,  and  they  can  require  his  property  should  be  discussed, 
before  recourse  is  had  on  them;  but  they  cannot  compel  the  creditor 
to  do  so,  when  that  property  is  in  litigation,  or  the  debtor  has  sued 
to  make  a  cession  of  his  goods.  On  the  whole,  we  think,  that  the 
plaintiff,  on  his  failing  to  make  the  money  out  of  the  debtor  by  doe 
course  of  law,  had  a  right  to  sue  the  defendant  on  his  warranty. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  that  the  plain* 
tiff  do  recover  of  the  defendant  700  dollars,  with  interest  thereon,  at 
five  per  cent  from  the  25th  of  November,  1822,  until  paid,  and  costs 
of  suit  in  both  coiurts. 

BuUardj  for  the  plaintiff. 

Thonuxsj  for  the  defendant. 


4« 
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Waters  v.  Wilson  et  al.    Ill,  N.  S.  135. 

A  curator,  or  beneficiary  heir,  ordered  by  the  court  ef  probates  to  pay  a  debt,  may  be 
sued  in  the  district  court 

SIXTH  District 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  petition  states  that  the  estate  of  the  late  James  H.  Gordon  was 
indebted  to  the  plain tiflf,  in  the  sum  of  869  dollars,  71  cents:  that  this 
debt  has  been  classified  by  the  judge  of  probates  of  the  parish  of 
Rapides  as  a  privileged  debt:  that  notwithstanding  this  classification, 
the  defendants,  though  often  requested,  have  refused  to  pay  the  same. 
It  concludes  by  praying  for  citation,  and  judgment  for  the  amount 
ascertained,  and  settled  by  the  court  of  probates. 

The  answer  contains  a  plea  of  payment,  and  the  general  issue. 
Judgment  was  given  in  the  district  court  against  the  defendants  in 
their  personal  capacity,  and  they  have  appealed. 

In  this  court  the  appellants  have  assigned  for  error,  that  the  district 
court  had  not  jurisdiction  of  the  case:  and  that  this  jurisdiction  being 
a  want  of  power  in  relation  to  the  subject  matter,  may  be  shown  at 
any  time  before  final  judgment. 

The  appellees  insist  that  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  court  of 
probates,  only  relates  to  the  examinanon  and  classification  of  the 
different  claims  against  the  estate;  and  that  these  objects  once  obtained, 
an  action  can  be  maintained  before  any  of  the  ordinary  tribunals,  to 
recover  the  amount  due. 

The  provisions  in  our  Civil  Code,  in  relation  to  the  settlement  of 
estates,  administered  by  curators,  or  beneficiary  heirs,  seem  altogether 
to  proceed,  on  the  apprehension,  that  the  curator  would  pay  too  soon, 
and  that  the  absent  creditors  would  be  injured:  for  there  is  not  a 
single  provision  in  it,  which  provides  the  means  of  quickening  the 
representative,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  by  compelling  him  to 
publish  the  account  of  the  classification,  and  place  the  estate  in  a  situa- 
tion for  discharging  its  debts:  nor  any  which  speaks  of  or  indicates, 
the  form  of  execution  that  should  issue  against  hinL  In  practice, 
however,  we  believe  it  has  been  customary  for  the  court  of  probates, 
after  classification  of  the  debts,  to  order  the  curator  to  pay  them. 
The  judge,  in  the  instance  before  us,  acted  on  this  idea;  for  we  find 
in  the  record,  that  he  ordered  the  defendant  to  pay  the  debts  which 
were  classed,  out  of  the  funds  in  hand;  and  the  correctness  of  tl^is 
order  cannot  be  inquired  into  now,  for  no  appeal  was  taken  from  it. 
Under  a  late  act  of  the  legislature  he  has  the  power  to  enforce  such 
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decrees;  for  it  declares,  in  express  terms,  <<  that  the  court  of  probates 
shall  have  power  to  issue  ail  such  writs  and  mandates  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  execution  of  its  orders,  judgments,  and  decrees." 
Acts  of  the  Legislature,  1820 — 96,  sect.  9. 

Had,  therefore,  this  suit  been  brought  since  the  passage  of  the  act 
referred  to,  we  should  be  strongly  inclined  to  believe  it  could  not  be 
maintained.  But  it  is  not  that  question  but  another,  which  is  now 
before  us;  and  that  is,  whether  antecedent  to  the  passage  of  this  law, 
a  curator,  or  beneficiary  heir  who  failed  to  comply  with  an  order  to 
pay  the  creditors,  after  classification,  could  be  compelled  to  do  so  by 
an  ordinary  suit.  For  the  solution  of  the  question,  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  look  into  the  situation  of  the  estate  at  the  time  the  order  was 
given,  and  what  were  the  powers  of  the  court  in  relation  to  it.  By 
law,  ihe  whole  estate  is  directed  to  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  are  pre- 
sumed to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  administrator.  No  execution,  there- 
fore, could  issue  against  the  property  of  the  succession,  and  the  only 
means,  which  the  court  of  probates  could  have  used,  would  have 
been  some  written  process,  which  might  have  compelled  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  estate  to  discharge  the  personal  responsibility  he  had 
incurred. 

Now,  previous  to  the  passage  of  the  act  already  referred  to,  it  does 
not  appear  to  us  that  such  means  were  placed  within  the  reach  of 
that  tribunal:  indeed  the  very  enactments  there  made  on  the  subject 
matter,  must  have  proceeded  on  the  idea  that  such  powers  were  not 
possessed  by  the  court  of  probates,  and  that  it  was  necessary  to  confer 
them.  What  then  was  the  consequence  of  the  probate  court  wanting 
means  to  enforce  its  orders?  That  the  curator  or  beneficiary  heir 
could  retain  the  funds,  he  was  ordered  to  pay  over  to  others  so  long 
as  he  pleased?  We  think  not.  We  consider  his  failure  to  comply 
with  an  order  given  against  him  in  his  representative  capacity, 
created  a  cause  of  action  which  made  him  responsible  in  his  personsd; 
and  that  the  action  might  be  prosecuted  either  by  a  suit  on  bis  bond, 
or  by  setting  out  the  particular  sum  due,  as  in  the  present  instance. 

None  of  the  means  of  defence  set  up  in  the  answer  have  been  sus- 
tained by  proof,  and  we  discover  no  error  in  the  judgment  except  a 
small  one  in  calculation,  and  the  circumstance  of  the  decree  being 
against  husband  and  wife.  We  see  no  evidence  which  makes  him 
responsible  for  any  act  done  in  relation  to  the  estate,  and  he  is  cer- 
tainly not  bound  to  pay  the  debts  contracted  by  his  wife  before 
coverture. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  pro- 
ceeding to  give  such  judgment  as  should  have  been  rendered  there, 
it  is  onlered,  adjudg^  and  decreed,  that  the  plaintiff  do  recover  of 
the  defendant,  Maria  C.  Wilson,  the  sum  of  434  dollars,  21  cents, 
with  interest  from  judicial  demand  until  paid,  and  costs  in  the  court 
below,  the  appellee  paying  costs  in  this. 

BaUwinj  for  the  plaintiff. 

WUsoHf  for  the  defendants. 
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Trustees  of  Natchitoches  v.  Coe.    Ill,  N.  S.  1 40, 

SIXTH  District. 

This  is  an  action  brought  by  the  corporation  of  the  town  of  Natchi- 
toches to  have  a  house,  built  by  the  defendant  on  the  bank  of  Red 
River  within  the  limits  of  said  to  wn,  removed  as  a  nuisance.  Defend- 
ant excepts,  that  as  by  the  act  of  1819  and  1820,  the  corporation  has 
been  invested  with  ail  the  powers  of  a  police  jury,  and  that  the  con- 
firming of  these  powers  gave  to  the  corporation  the  right  of  enforcing 
any  regulation  they  might  make  and  removing  a  nuisance;  therefore 
the  district  court  hsul  no  jurisdiction  of  the  case:  HeUy  thdii  the  district 
oourt  is  not  thereby  ousted  of  its  jurisdiction.  No  ordinance  is  pro- 
duced showing  how  means  have  been  provided  for  hearing  and ' 
determining  cases  of  this  kind,  and  appellant  complains  with  an  ill 
grace  that  his  adversary  is  not  his  judge.  As  to  the  merits,  see 
Partiday  3,  «8,  7;  Curia  Phil.  /.  3,  c.  1,  n.  16. 


Davis  V.  Curtis.     Ill,  N.  S.  142. 


SIXTH  District 

Appeal  dismissed  for  lack  of  a  bond  for  costs. 
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Crawford  v.  Cheney.     Ill,  N.  S.  142. 

SIXTH  District. 

In  a  suit  for  killing  a  slave  presumptive  evidence  supports  the 
verdict 


Crain  v.  Robert.    Ill,  N.  S.  144. 

SIXTH  District. 

Judgnient  confirmed  with  damages  against  defendant,  appealing 
without  evidence  to  support  his  plea. 


Same  v.  Same.     Ill,  N.  S.  145. 

SIXTH  District. 

Claim  disregarded  because  supported  by  vague  proof. 

Held,  novation  is  never  presumed.    Civil  Code,  396,  art.  174. 
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Campbell  v.  Miller.     Ill,  N-  S.  149. 
Campbell  v.  Henderson.     Ill,  N.  S.  152. 

SIXTH  District. 

When  the  law  of  the  country  in  which  the  parties  contracted  is 
not  set  forth,  the  court  must  take  that  of  the  state  as  their  rule. 

When  the  cause  was  tried  by  a  jury  below,  and  the  judgment  is 
reversed,  it  is  sent  back,  although  there  be  sufficient  evidence  to  act 

OTU 


Henderson  for  the  use  of  Hunter  v.  Bowles. 
Ill,  N.  S.  152. 

A  judge  need  not  in  all  cases  refer  to  the  law  which  he  decides. 

SIXTH  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  case  has  been  submitted  without  argument. 

On  examining  the  record,  we  find  the  action  was  commenced  on  a 
note  of  hand,  the  execution  of  which  was  clearly  established,  on  the 
trial  in  the  court  below. 

No  matter  in  avoidance  was  pleaded,  and  nothing,  appearing  in 
evidence,  creates  the  slightest  doubt  of  the  justice  of  the  plaintiflPs 
claim.  To  excuse  an  appeal  taken  in  so  plain  a  case,  the  defendant 
has  relied  in  this  court  on  two  points. 

1.  That  no  amicable  demand  was  made,  and  consequently,  there 
was  error  in  giving  judgment  for  the  plaintiff  with  costs. 

2.  That  the  judgment  refers  to  no  law,  and  is  therefore  unconsti- 
tutional and  void. 

I.  An  interrogatory  is  annexed  to  the  petition,  calling  on  the  de- 
fendant to  say  whether  an  amicable  demand  was  not  made  of  him;  to 
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this  no  answer  has  been  made^  and  the  fact,  endeavored  to  be  estab- 
lished by  it,  must  be  taken  as  confessed.  It  is  said  in  the  note  filed 
by  appellant's  counsel  in  the  record,  that  a  denial  of  this  fact  by  an 
agent,  though  not  made  on  oath,  is  sufficient;  because  the  petition  was 
served  at  the  last  place  of  residence  of  the  appellant,  a  position,  so 
clearly  untenable,  that  any  reasoning  on  our  part  to  show  it  such,  is 
deemed  unnecessary. 

II.  This  point  is  of  the  same  character  as  the  first,  that  is,  wholly 
unsupported  by  law.  The  objection  made  to  the  judgment  has  been 
more  than  once  taken  in  this  court,  and  always  without  success.  A 
judge  must,  in  all  cases,  give  reasons  for  his  judgment,  because  it  is 
impossible  he  can  conscientiously  decide  against  either  party  without 
some,  but  he  is  not  obliged  to  cite  the  particular  law,  on  which  his 
decision  is  founded:  he  may  be  well  acquainted  with  its  spirit,  mean- 
ing and  force,  and  yet  not  recollect  its  words,  nor  the  chapter  or  page 
in  which  it  is  found.  Thus  the  constitution  requires  judges  to  refer, 
as  often  as  possible,  to  the  particular  law,  but  in  all  cases,  to  adduce 
the  reasons  on  which  their  decrees  are  founded.  10  Martin,  162;  4 
Ibid.  536. 

It  is  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  be  affirmed  with  costs,  and  ten  per  centum  on  the  amount  of 
said  judgment,  as  damages  for  the  delay  occasioned  by  this  appeal. 

Thomas,  for  the  plaintiff.  ^ 

Oakley y  for  the  defendant. 


Ham  V.  Herriman.     Ill,  N.  S.  155. 

SIXTH  District. 

The  question  of  fraud  is  of  the  peculiar  province  of  the  jury. 
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Grafton  v.  Collins.     Ill,  N.  S.  156. 

SIXTH  District 

If  an  overseer  be  dismissed  for  misconduct,  he  can  only  recover 
for  the  time  he  served. 


Cox  V.  Wells  et  al.    Ill,  N.  S.  158. 

SIXTH  District 

The  return  of  the  sheriff  that  he  served  petition  and  citation,  is 
sufficient  to  show  that  he  served  it  in  both  languages.  Where  forty- 
eight  jurors  had  been  drawn,  but  only  forty-five  could  be  summoned, 
this  does  not  vitiate  the  venire. 


Prudhomme  v.  Dawson  et  al.    Ill,  N.  S.  1 61. 

Under  the  Spanish  law,  yalnation  in  the  contract  of  marriage  did  not  transfer  property  to 

the  husband. 
Prescription  does  not  ran  against  the  wife  in  fiivor  of  the  purchasers  of  her  property, 

although  separated. 
Purchaser  is  not  necessarily  in  bad  faith  from  the  inception  of  suit 

SIXTH  District 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

The  plaintiff,  wife  of  D.  Cass,  but  separated  in  goods  and  autho- 
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rised  by  him,  charges  she  brought  in  marriage  and  as  her  dol  sundry 
slaves,  part  of  whom  are  in  the  respective  possessions  of  the  defen- 
dants, and  have  been  so  since  the  year  1810,  without  either  of  them 
having  title,  and  they  refuse  to  return  them  or  account  for  the  hire  of 
them. 

The  defendant  Dawson  pleaded  the  general  issue,  title  by  purchase 
and  prescription. 

The  defendant  Rachal  pleaded  title,  in  himself,  that  the  slaves 
brought  by  plaintiff  in  marriage  were  estimated  in  her  marriage  con- 
tract and  thus  became  the  husband's  absolute  property. 

There  was  judgment  for  the  defendants  and  the  plaintiff  appealed. 

Two  questions  arise  in  this  case,  whether  the  marriage  contract 
vested  the  property  in  the  husband?  Admitting  not,  whether  the 
plaintiff's  claim  is  barred  by  prescription?  This  last  question  applies 
only  to  the  defendant  Dawson. 

The  contract  states  that  the  parties  are  possessed  of  property  to  the 
value  of  3000  dollars,  each;  that  all  the  property  of  the  contracting 
parties,  now  in  possession  or  action,  shall  be  put  into  the  husband's 
hands,  to  be  by  him  employed  for  their  mutual  advantage;  and  that 
the  said  common  (mutual)  property,  with  its  increase,  shall,  on  the 
death  of  the  parties,  be  divided  among  their  common  issue,  and  if 
there  be  no  such  issue,  to  the  heirs  of  the  survivor,  or  the  person,  in 
whose  favor  he  may  dispose  of  the  same. 

The  marriage  took  place  before  the  promulgation  of  the  Civil  Code. 
We  think  it  clear  that  the  total  value  of  the  property  of  the  parties 
mentioned  in  the  contract,  was  intended  solely  to  establish  the  equality 
in  value  of  what  they  brought  The  contract  speaks  of  the  property 
they  brought,  as  being  common,  mutual  and  managed  by  the  husband 
for  the  joint  advantage  of  both. 

Under  the  Spanish  law,  it  was  not  every  valuation  which  trans- 
ferred the  property  of  the  wife's  real  estate  to  the  husband.  Febrero 
speaks  of  valuations,  which  have  not  the  effect  of  a  sale,  estimacion 
en  que  no  causa  venia.  He  says  the  valuation  has  this  effect  when 
it  is  held  in  such  a  manner  that  the  dotal  effects  are  given  to  the  hus- 
band, as  sold  at  the  price  they  were  valued  at.  Quandose  aprecian 
de  ial  suerte^  que  se  entregan  al  marido  como  vendedor  en  que  se 
valuen.  Febr.  librer.  de.  es,  ch.  2.  sect.  l,n.  8  and  9;  Part.  4, 1 1, 20. 

2  It  is  true  the  defendant  Dawson  would  be  protected  by  the  plea 
of  prescription,  if  the  plaintiff's  marriage  had  been  dissolved  at  the 
time  of  the  separation  of  property:  as  the  marriage  still  subsists,  the 
wife  must  be  protected,  because  her  action  may  be  prejudicial  to  her 
husband.     Civil  Code, 486,  art.  14;  Sirey  2,  30;  17  Ibid.  p.  1,  304. 

There  is  a  bill  of  exceptions  taken  by  the  plaintiff's  counsel  to  the 
opinion,  in  allowing  the  plea  of  the  defendant  Rachal,  that  the  autho- 
risation of  the  plaintiff's  husband  was  not  filed  with  the  petition. 
Notwithstanding  which  the  judge  permitted  her  to  proceed  to  trial. 

On  the  objection  being  taken,  the  authorisation  granted  before  the 
inception  of  the  suit  was  produced.  The  authorisation  was  set  forth 
Vol.  III.— 5 
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in  the  petition,  and  we  think  that  its  being  produced  as  soon  as  called 
for  sufficed.  Besides,  the  judge  by  allowing  the  plaintiff  to  proceed 
to  trial,  virtually  overruled  his  former  decision,  and  no  exception  was 
taken  to  this  change  of  opinion. 

We  do  not  think  the  defendants  bound  to  pay  for  the  hire.  They 
are  not  necessarily  to  be  considered  in  bad  faith  from  the  inception  of 
the  suit.  V  Civil  Code,  102,  art.  7.  The  Code  has  wrought  a  change 
in  the  former  law,  which  put  an  end  to  the  good  faith  on  the  judicial 
demand.  Richardson  v,  Packwood,  1  N.  iS,  405;  where  the  subject  is 
examined  at  full  length. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  and  that  the  plaintiff  recover  from 
the  defendants  respectively  the  slaves  named  in  the  petition,  and  that 
the  defendants  pay  costs  in  both  courts. 

Morris  and  Bostj  for  the  plaintiff. 

Bullard  and  Holkanij  for  the  defendants. 


Compton  et  aL  v.  Patterson.     Ill,  N.  S.  164. 


SIXTH  District. 

An  appeal  lies  from  a  judgment  of  nonsuit,  so  of  discontinuance. 
The  endorser  cannot  make  the  payee  a  party,  and  propound  inter- 
rogatories to  him  to  attack  the  consideration. 


Collins  et  al  v.  M'Crummen  et  al.     Ill,  N.  S.  166. 

SIXTH  District 

A  witness  who  acknowledges  he  is  responsible  for  costs,  but  has 
means  secured  to  pay  them,  is  not  incompetent. 
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A  note  endorsed  by  one  partner,  does  not  render  the  endorsee 
responsible  to  the  firm  for  laches.  The  goods  sold  need  not  be 
described  in  the  petition  when  the  defendant  has  assumed  pajrment 
of  the  amount 


Loccard  v.  Bullitt.     Ill,  N.  S.  170. 

SIXTH  District 

The  court,  not  the  party,  must  judge  whether  due  diligence  wa^ 
used  to  procure  testimony. 


Heirs  of  Gague  v.  Gague  et  al    III,  N.  S.  173. 

SIXTH  District. 

Heirs  may  sue  the  widow  in  the  district  court  for  a  partition  of 
the  common  estate.  The  Civil  Code,  176,  art.  133,  in  giving  juris- 
diction to  the  court  of  probates  does  not  give  it  exclusively.  Turner 
V.  Croft,  I  N.  S.  370;  Broussard  v.  Bernard,  aniCy  14. 
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Poumier  v.  Landreau.     Ill,  N,  S.  173. 

SIXTH  District. 

Laws  are  not  presumed  to  have  a  retrospective  operation:  so,  of 
the  act  of  Ist  March,  1828. 
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Pascal  V.  Caldwell  et  al     III,  N.  S.  175. 

FIRST  District. 

Judgment  of  court  below  on  questions  of  fact  prevails,  unless  clearly 
enroneous. 


Holliday  v.  M'CuUoch  et  al    III,  N.  S.  176. 

FIRST  District. 

In  this  case  no  service  of  petition  was  made  on  defendants,  nor  on 
any  person  representing  them,  but  on  an  application  of  plaintiff's 
counsel,  suggesting  that  they  lived  in  Maryland,  an  attorney  was 
appointed  to  represent  them.  The  action  was  for  an  account  and 
settlement  of  partnership,  sale  of  partnership  property  and  distri- 
bution of  surplus.  The  attorney  excepted  to  the  jurisdiction  and 
the  court  below  sustained  it. 

5' 
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Porter,  J.,  said: — 

It  does  not  appear  to  us  the  judge  erred. — We  have  been  unable  to 
find  any  provision  in  our  law  which  authorises  the  course  of  proceed- 
ing the  plaintiflf  has  pursued.  By  the  12th  law  of  the  2d  title  of  the 
3d  Partida,  it  is  enacted  that  if  a  person,  against  whom  suit  is  intended 
to  be  brought,  should  be  absent,  the  plaintiff  ipay  petition  the  judge 
of  the  place  to  appoint  one  or  more  curators.  Our  own  Code  has 
pointed  out  the  cases  in  which  curators  ought  to  be  put  in  posses- 
sion of  the  estate  of  absent  persons.  Whether  the  defendants  be  in 
that  situation  is  an  inquiry  not  necessary  to  be  gone  into  here,  as  the 
appointment  was  not  made  to  the  estate  before  suit  commenced,  but 
to  defend  the  action,  and  the  defendants  were  no  otherwise  in  court 
but  by  the  order  of  the  judge  directing  an  attorney  to  defend  them. 
The  article  of  our  Code  which  authorises  the  judge  to  appoint  proper 
persons  to  defend  the  rights  of  an  absentee,  limits  the  power  to  cases 
where  there  is  a  suit  pending,  in  which  his  right  may  be  involved, 
and  does  not  extend  to  a  suit  instituted  directly  against  the  person. 
Such  was  the  construction  put  on  this  article  in  the  case  of  Astor  v. 
Winter,  Civil  Code,  14,  art.  8.     8  Martin,  206. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Livermorcy  for  the  plaintiff. 

Pierce,  for  the  defendants. 


Hyde  ei  al.  v.  Henry.     HI,  N.  S.  179. 

FIRST  District. 

Defendant  having  requested  plaintiff  to  make  some  advances,  such 
as  "  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  vessel  in  coming  into  the  bayou:'' 
Held,  these  are  not  confined  to  the  toll  in  coming  in,  but  to  all  need- 
ful disbursements  till  her  return. 
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Jenkin?  v.  Tyler    III,  N.  S.  182. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

An  order  of  seizure  and  sale  cannot  be  executed  after  the  death 
of  the  debtor,  although  it  may  have  been  obtained  during  his  life. 
But  the  creditor  is  entitled  to  his  costs  up  to  the  tune  of  the  debtor^s 
decease. 


Hepp  et  dL  v.  Ducros  et  al.    Ill,  N.  S.  185. 

An  Afrreement  to  pay  ten  per  cent  on  the  parchase-money  for  three  years,  which  i« 
afterwards  extended  to  the  fourth  year,  does  not  entitle  the  creditor  to  interest  at  this 
rate,  on  farther  indulgence. 

The  buyer  owes  interest  on  the  price  of  slaves  from  the  time  the  debt  becomes  due. 

FIRST  District. 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  suit  was  instituted  in  the  court  below,  to  recover  the  price  of 
certain  slaves,  in  pursuance  of  a  contract  of  sale,  as  set  forth  in  the 
petition  of  the  plaintiflfs;  who  being  dissatisfied  with  the  judgmenjt 
therein  rendered,  took  the  present  appeal:  since  the  filing  of  which, 
the  defendants  and  appellees  in  their  answer,  complain  also  of  errors 
in  the  judgment  of  the  district  court. 

The  questions  in  the  case,  raised  by  both  parties,  relate  to  the  calcu- 
lation of  interest  on  the  price  promised  for  the  slaves.  According  to 
the  stipulations  of  the  act  of  sale,  the  purchasers  had  a  right  to  prolong 
payment  for  the  space  of  three  years,  by  paying  an  interest  of  ten 
per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  capital. 

The  evidence  in  the  case  shows  that,  using  the  privilege  thus  ac« 
corded  to  them,  the  payment  was  postponed,  not  only  for  three  but 
four  years,  for  which  time  interest  was  calculated  and  paid  from  two 
years  to  two  years,  purporting  to  be  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  cent,  per 
annum,  on  a  capital  of  38,000  dollars.    The  judge  a  quo  seems  to  be 
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of  opinion  that  there  was  error  in  the  estimate  of  interest  as  calculated, 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  debtors;  and  in  rendering  judgment  imputed 
the  surphis  to  the  payment  of  part  of  the  principal. 

This  is  complained  of  by  the  counsel  of  the  appellees  as  erroneous; 
but  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  judgment  is  thus  far  correct,  after 
allowing  to  the  creditor  the  most  favorable  mode  of  calculation  which 
can  be  legally  tolerated.  The  other  error,  alleged  on  the  part  of  the 
appellants,  is  a  departure  from  the  true  spirit  and  just  interpretation 
of  the  contract,  in  not  allowing  interest  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  cent,  from 
the  period  of  the  last  payment  up  to  the  time  of  rendering  judgment, 
instead  of  legal  interest. 

Ten  per  cent,  per  annum,  on  a  capital  sum  either  loaned,  or  for 
which  a  debtor  may  be  indulged  in  the  payment,  is  allowed  by 
express  convention  between  the  parties,  which  must  be  in  writing. 
Civil  Code.  408,  art.  32. 

In  the  present  case,  the  conventional  interest,  by  the  act  of  sale,  is 
limited  to  three  years;  but  the  parties  to  that  deed  have,  by  a  subse- 
quent agreement  as  evidenced  by  the  last  note  and  receipt  for  the 
payment  of  interest,  extended  it  one  year  more;  and  this  is  contended 
to  be  a  good  and  substantial  reason  for  the  court  to  extend  it  still 
farther,  to  end  only  by  the  payment  of  the  capital;  because  it  appears 
to  be  the  interpretation  given  to  the  contract  by  the  parties  themselves. 
The  original  agreement  is  explicit  and  needs  no  interpretation:  it 
limits  the  conventional  interest  to  three  years,  which  was  to  be  paid 
as  a  consideration  for  the  forbearance  on  the  part  of  the  vendor  to 
demand  the  price  at  the  time  it  became  due.  This  contract  was 
reciprocal  and  valid  up  to  that  period,  it  then  ceased,  and  left  the 
capital  debt  precisely  as  it  would  have  stood  without  that  stipulation. 
The  payment  of  ten  per  cent,  for  the  fourth  year  was  on  a  subsequent 
agreement,  the  force  of  which  expired  with  that  year. 

The  court  below  did  not  err  in  refusing  to  allow  ten  per  cent  after 
that  period. 

The  only  question  remaining  to  be  settled  concerns  the  allowance 
of  legal  interest;  whether  it  should  be  from  the  period  at  which  the 
price  of  the  slaves  became  finally  due,  or  from  the  judicial  demand? 

On  the  subject  of  this  species  of  interest,  it  is  perhaps  desirable, 
that  it  should  be  based  on  the  forbearance  of  a  creditor  to  enforce 
payment,  and  not  on  the  qualities  or  properties  of  the  things  for  which 
debts  may  be  contracted.  For  as  the  law  now  stands,  courts  of 
justice  are  frequently  forced  into  unprofitable  inquiries,  as  to  the 
capacity  of  different  kinds  of  property  to  produce  rent  or  revenue. 

The  debt  claimed,  now  in  the  case  under  consideration,  is  the  price 
of  a  number  of  slaves  of  both  sexes,  and  various  ages,  and  conse- 
quently calculated  to  produce  profit  to  the  holder  by  natural  increase, 
as  well  as  by  manual  labor.  In  the  first  place  they  may  be  assimi- 
lated to  a  herd  or  stock  of  cattle,  one  of  the  examples  given  in  Pothier 
on  the  subject.  Cont.  de  VentCj  283. 
According  to  the  provisions  of  our  Code,  legal  interest  runs  on  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DECEMBER  TERM,  1824.  57 

[Hepp  et  dL,v,  Ducrot  et  aL\ 

price  of  the  thing  sold  producing  fruits  or  any  other  income.  Civil 
Code,  360,  art.  84. 

Independent  then  of  the  possibility  and  probability  of  natural  in- 
crease In  a  gang  of  slaves  of  different  sexes,  the  hire  of  their  labor, 
and  consequent  income  to  the  holder,  or  profits  derived  from  it  when 
directed  by  the  owner  himself,  would  authorise  a  demand,  on  the  part 
of  the  seller,  of  interest  on  the  price  after  it  becomes  due. 

We  have  been  unable  to  discover  any  error  in  the  judgment  of 
the  district  court 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed  with  costs. 

Henneriy  for  the  plaintiff. 

De  ArmcL9^  for  the  defendants. 
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Herman  v.  Sprigg.     Ill,  N.  S.  1 90. 

If  the  iherifT,  in  copying  a  citation,  insert  words  not  in  the  original,  it  will  not  be  void 

on  that  account 
Contracts  in  which  usury  intervenes  are  void,  but  the  lender  may  recover  back  the  money 

loaned. 
Subsequent  laws  do  not  operate  a  repeal  by  containing  provisions  different  from  former 

ones:  they  must  be  contrary  to  tbem. 
The  borrower  b  not  obliged  to  pay  legal  or  other  interest  on  money  received  on  a  nsurious 

contract 

FIRST  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  is  an  action  commenced  in  the  usual  form,  by  the  plaintiff, 
endorsee  of  a  promissory  note,  against  the  defendant,  maker  thereof. 
The  instrument  is  negotiable,  and  was  made  payable  to  one  William 
Flood,  who  since  the  execution  of  it,  is  deceased,  and  by  whom  it  was 
endorsed  to  the  petitioner. 

The  defendant  pleads, 

1.  An  exception  to  the  process  of  citation,  because  a  copy  of  it  was 
not  served  according  to  law. 

2.  A  general  denial  of  all  the  allegations  in  the  petition. 

3.  That  the  petitioner  obtained  the  note,  on  which  this  suit  has 
been  commenced,  by  unfair  means,  viz :  by  an  usurious  contract — 
that  the  defendant  never  received  any  valuable  consideration  for  it, 
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the  same  having  been  executed  for  the  accommodation  of  the  payee. 
That  the  plaintiff  had  already  commenced  suit  against  the  endorser's 
estate,  and  that  it  is  to  his  succession  alone  resort  can  be  had  for  pay- 
ment. 

The  first  question  for  our  decision  on  these  pleadings,  is  the  legality 
of  the  service  of  citation. 

The  illegality  is  said  to  arise  from  a  variance  between  the  original 
and  the  copy,  and  it  consists  in  this  :  That  in  the  original  the  defend- 
ant is  cited  to  appear  "at  the  office  of  the  sheriff  of  the  parish  of  East 
Baton  Rouge,  and  comply  with  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  or  file  his 
answer  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  third  district  court,  holden  in 
and  for  the  parish  aforesaid,  at  the  town  of  Baton  Rouge."  That 
the  copy  cites  him  to  file  his  answer  "  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the 

district  court  holden  for  the  parish ,  at  the  town  of  Baton 

Rouge,"  leaving  out  the  word  "  aforesaid,"  which  in  the  original 
refers  to  the  parish  of  East  Baton  Rouge;  and  that  there  is  also  a 
variance  in  substituting  the  word  "  at,"  for  those  of  "in"  and  "for." 

This  objection  is  purely  technical,  and  goes  to  matter  of  form  alone. 
For  we  apprehend,  the  defendant  had  little  difficulty  from  the  copy 
served,  in  knowing  where  he  was  cited  to,  and  what  he  was  required 
to  do.  There  being  but  one  district  court  appointed  by  law  to  be 
held  at  the  town  of  Baton  Rouge,  and  that  being  the  court  which  sits 
for  the  parish  m  which  the  village  is  situated;  a  notification  to  file  an 
answer  with  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  sitting  in  that  town,  could 
not  be  misunderstood  to  be  a  citation  to  file  it  with  the  clerk  of  the 
district  court  for  that  parish ;  because  there  was  only  one  court  of 
that  style  and  description,  which  held  its  sessions  there.  Technical, 
however,  as  the  objection  is,  the  law  requires  a  copy  of  the  citation 
to  be  served  on  the  defendant,  and  we  are  not  prepared  to  say  what 
effect  a  variance  between  that  copy,  and  the  original  would  have, 
were  it  not  that  on  a  comparison  of  the  process  here  issued,  with  the 
form  prescribed  by  the  act  of  the  legislature,  we  find  that  the  original 
contained  more  than  that  act  prescribes,  and  that  the  copy  exactly 
pursues  it. 

The  form  directed  for  citations,  by  the  act  establishing  the  superior 
court,  which  form  has  been  preserved  by  subsequent  statutes  for  the 
district  court,  requires  the  defendant "  to  file  his  answer  in  writing  in 

the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  superior  court  at in days  after 

the  service."  The  original  in  this  case  went  further,  and  mentioned 
for  which  parish  the  court  held  its  sittings  there.  This  was  more 
than  was  necessary — but  utile  per  inutile  non  vitiatur^  and  it  was 
not  void  on  that  account.  The  sheriff,  however,  was  not  under  the 
necessity  of  copying  any  part  of  it,  which  was  mere  surplusage.  It 
was  sufficient  to  give  the  defendant  a  notice,  as  special  as  the  form 
set  forth  in  the  statute.  If  it  contained  all  that  was  required  by  the 
act,  it  was  not  in  our  opinion  void,  because  it  did  not  contain  some- 
thing more. 

This  brings  us  to  the  merits,  for  we  deem  it  unnecessary  to  notice 
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particularly  the  objection,  that  the  plaintiff  must  look  to  Flood's 
estate  for  the  payment  of  this  note — a  plea  that  the  endorsee  of  a 
promissory  note  must  pursue  the  endorser  alone,  and  cannot  recover 
against  the  maker,  because  he  has  commenced  an  action  against  the 
party  who  transferred  it,  we  believe  to  be  without  precedent,  as  it  is 
certainly  without  either  reason,  or  law,  to  support  it. 

The  first  question  to  be  decided  is,  whether  the  contract  by  which 
the  plaintiff  obtained  an  interest  in  the  note  sued  on  be  void?  If  it 
should  turn  out  to  be  so,  he  of  course  has  not  acquired  a  legal  right 
or  title  to  the  instrument  sued  on. 

On  this  point  we  have  not  any  doubt.  It  most  clearly  appears,  by 
a  reference  to  the  various  laws  of  Spain  in  relation  to  usury,  that 
contracts,  in  which  it  took  place,  were  considered  as  null,  and  of  no 
effect.  Such  also  is  the  opinion  of  the  most  esteemed  commentators 
on  these  laws,  that  we  have  been  able  to  consult. 

To  cite  in  support  of  this  conclusion,  the  various  statutory  provi- 
sions, by  which  from  time  to  time  the  several  monarchs  of  Spain 
endeavored  to  prohibit  the  loan  of  money  at  illegal  interest,  is  im- 
necessary;  we  deem  it  sufficient  to  refer  to  a  provision  contained  in 
one  of  the  latest  edicts  on  this  subject.  We  allude  to  that  of  Philip 
the  3d,  promulgated  in  1608,  in  which,  after  prescribing  the  penal- 
ties, that  both  borrower  and  lender  are  liable  to,  who  enter  into 
usurious  contracts;  it  declares,  que  sea  en  si  ninguriy  y  de  ningun 
valor^  ni  effecto,  qualqnier  contratOj  o  conciertOj  que  contra  lo 
susodicho  se  hiciere;  para  que  de  acqui  adelante  no  valga  ni  se  use 
de  ely  so  las  dichos  penas.  "That  every  contract,  or  agreement, 
which  shall  be  made  against  the  foregoing,  shall  be  null  and  of  no 
value;  and  that  henceforward,  no  one  shall  avail  himself,  or  profit 
by  such  contracts,  under  the  penalties  already  mentioned.''  Novi- 
sima  Recop.  lib.  10,  tit.  1,  /.  21,  which  is.  Ley,  15,  tit.  18,  lib.  5, 
Nova  Recop.  The  clear  and  positive  manner,  in  which  the  legislator 
has  thus  expressed  his  will,  dispenses  with  the  necessity  of  construc- 
tion, or  rather  leaves  no  room  for  it.  But  in  a  case  of  so  much 
importance  to  the  parties  and  expectation  to  the  public,  we  refer  to 
the  following  authorities,  to  show,  that  our  understanding  of  the  law, 
is  that  of  the  jurists  of  Spain: 

Los  contratos  e  instrumentos  publicos,  en  que  interviene  usura, 
son  nulos.     Curia  Phil.  lib.  1,  cap.  1,  no.  36y  verbo  Usura. 

"The  contracts  and  public  acts,  in  which  usury  intervenes,  are 
null." 

"  Son  nulos  y  no  irahen  aparajada  execucion  todos  los  contratos 
en  que  interviene  usura.^'     Febrero^p.  1,  cap,  4,  sect.  2,  no.  37. 

"  The  contracts  in  which  usury  is  practised  are  null,  and  do  not 
carry  with  them  the  force  of  the  thing  judged."  To  the  same  effect 
is  Siguenza,  lib.  1,  cap.  II y  no.  22. 

The  next  inquiry  is  to  what  extent  is  the  contract  null?  Is  it  so, 
both  for  the  principal  sum  paid,  and  interest,  or  only  for  the  interest 
received  ?    This  is  the  point,  which  was  most  contested  in  argument. 
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on  whidi  the  most  doabt  exists,  and  on  which  our  most  serious  atten- 
tion has  been  exercised. 

The  counsel,  who  contended  for  the  nullity  of  the  entire  contract, 
relied  on  the  provision  already  cited  of  the  Novisima  Recopilacion^ 
and  others  of  the  same  tenor  and  effect,  which  are  found  in  that 
work.  Among  these  is  a  clause  in  one  of  the  penal  statutes  of  Spain, 
which  provides,  that  the  principal  sum  in  the  contract  shall  be  decreed 
to  the  party  upon  whom  the  usury  has  been  practised,  la  suerte 
principal  sea  para  la  parte  contra  gvien  se  exercitaren  las  usuras. 
From  this  provision  he  argued,  that  if  the  principal  sum  in  the  con- 
tract was  given  to  the  borrower,  he  might  well  offer,  as  an  exception 
when  sued,  the  rule  of  law  which  shows  the  money  to  belong  to  him, 
and  which  money  would  be  decreed  to  him,  in  a  different  action. 
Novisima  RecopUaciony  lib,  12,  tit,  22,  ley  4,  which  is,  ley  5,  tit. 
6,  lib.  8,  Abtfa.  Recap. 

Admitting  this  argument  to  be  entitled  to  much  weight,  in  an  or- 
dinary case,  it  might  still  be  doubted,  whether  the  defendant,  in  the 
suit  before  us,  could  avail  himself  of  this  provision,  for  he  was  not 
the  person,  upon  whom  the  usury  was  practised;  it  was  the  endorser 
who  transferred  it,  that  was  the  sufferer.  But  we  are  saved  the 
necessity  of  examining  this  question;  for,  by  a  subsequent  pragmatic 
of  PhiiUp  the  3d,  (which  is  the  law  we  have  already  cited  as  to  the 
nullity  of  the  contract,)  this  provision  is  repealed,  both  borrower  and 
lender  are  declared  to  be  culpable,  and  a  different  distribution  of  the 
penalties  is  directed.  See,  also.  Curia  Philip,  lib.  2,  cap,  1,  n.  40, 
verba  Usurer 

We  have  then  the  question  presented  on  the  general  provisions 
found  in  the  laws  of  the  Recopilacion,  on  the  subject  of  usury.  These 
laws  declare  that  the  usurious  contract  or  agreement  is  null  and  void. 
If  they  stood  alone,  we  would  perhaps  feel  compelled  to  say  what  we 
have  often  said:  that  where  the  law  did  not  distinguish  we  should 
not:  and  that,  as  the  payment  of  the  principal  sum  made  a  part  of 
the  original  contract,  it  fell  within  that  provision,  which  declared  that 
contract  void. 

But  there  is  an  earlier  statute  to  be  found  in  the  laws  of  Spain, 
dan  any  we  have  yet  referred  to,  which  has  a  most  important  bear- 
ing on  the  true  construction  of  the  subsequent  enactments,  on  the 
same  subject      It  is  the  3ist  law  of  the  11th  title  of  the  5th  Partida. 

Veinte  maravedisy  o  otro,  recibiendo  promission  del,  quel  de 
ireinta  maravediSj  o  quarenta  por  ellos  tal  promission  non  vakj 
nin  es  tenido  de  la  cumplir  el  que  la  faccy  si  non  de  los  veinte  ma- 
ravedis  que  recibiOy  esto  esy  porque  es  manera  usura. 

"  If  a  man  gives  twenty  maravedis,  or  any  other  sum  of  money, 
and  receives  from  one  a  promise  to  return  thirty  or  forty,  such  pro- 
mise is  not  valid:  nor  is  the  obligor  bound  to  perform  it,  except  for 
the  money  received,  because  it  is  a  species  of  usury.'* 

By  this  law,  then,  we  have  a  provision  that  a  promise  to  give 
illegal  interest  is  voidL    So  far,  it  is  in  conformity  with  the  provisions 
Vol.  in.— 6 
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subsequently  enacted  on  the  same  subject  on  which  the  defendant 
relies.  But  it  defines,  by  the  latter  part  of  the  clause  cited,  what  is 
meant  by  the  contract  being  void.  It  limits  the  nullity  to  the  amount 
of  the  interest  promised;  and  declares  that,  as  to  the  money  paid  and 
received,  it  is  bindiag,  and  may  be  enforced. 

Has  this  provision  been  repealed  ?  We  think  not  We  have  care- 
fully examined  all  the  laws  that  treat  of  the  same  matter,  and  find 
nothing  which  would  justify  such  a  conclusion.  They,  in  general 
terms,  declare  contracts  for  illegal  interest,  void.  So  does  that  of  the 
Partida  already  cited.  The  re-enactment  of  a  general  provision  con- 
tained in  a  former  law,  to  which  an  exception  was  attached,  does 
not  repeal  that  exception;  because  the  intention  to  repeal  is  never 
presumed,  and  both  provisions  may  well  stand  together.  Toullier, 
Droit  Civil  FrancaiSy  vol.  1,  120,  no.  154.  It  is  true,  these  statutes 
contain  additional  regulations  for  the  prevention  of  usury,  to  those 
found  in  the  law  of  the  Partidas;  but  there  is  no  rule  of  construction 
better  established,  than  that  subsequent  laws  do  not  operate  a  repeal, 
by  containing  provisions  different  from  former  ones.  They  must  be 
contrary  to  them.  There  are  few  which  this  court  has  had  occasion 
more  frequently  to  recognise.  It  is  a  principle,  says  a  modem  author, 
to  whom  all  who  are  in  search  of  truth  on  legal  questions,  may  recur, 
with  a  certainty  almost,  of  finding  it  on  every  subject  on  which  he 
treats,  that  the  dispositions  of  anterior  laws,  not  contrary  to  those 
which  are  posterior,  are  understood  to  exist  in  the  latter,  and  make  a 
part  of  them.  Posteriores  leges  ad  priores  pertinent  nisi  contr arias 
sint.  ToullieTy  vol.  1, 122  and  124,  nos.  156  and  157;  Dig.  lib.  1, 
tit.  3,  /.  28;  De  Armases  Case,  10  Martin;  12  Ibid.  697;  1  Martin^ 
N.  S.  160;  2  Ibid.  32. 

Applying  this  rule  to  the  laws  already  referred  to,  we  are  satisfied 
that  that  of  the  Partidas  is  not  repealed,  and  that  taking  it  as  still 
making  a  part  of  the  subsequent  statutes,  it  compels  the  re-payment 
of  the  principal  sum. 

Were  we  doubtful  on  this  question,  the  deference  justly  due  to  the 
concmrrent  testimony  of  the  various  commentators  on  the  laws  of 
Spain,  would  induce  us  to  adopt  their  construction. 

In  the  Curia  Philipicay  it  is  stated  that  usurious  contracts  are 
null;  but  this,  says  the  author  of  that  work,  is  to  be  understood  as  to 
the  interest,  and  not  as  to  the  principal  sum,  according  to  the  law  of 
the  Partidas.  The  law  he  refers  to  is  that  we  have  already  cited. 
Cxtria  Phil.  lib.  2,  cap.  1,  no.  36,  verbo  Usura.  Such  is  also  the 
doctrine  of  Febrero  and  Siguenza.  FebrerOy  p.  1,  cap.  4,  sect.  2, 
no.  36;  Siguenza^  lib.  1,  cap.  11,  no.  22. 

The  opinion  just  expressed  leaves  open  another  question,  and  that 
is,  whether  the  money  lent  must  be  repaid  with  interest  at  a  legal 
rate. 

The  plaintiff  has  contended  that  he  has  a  right  to  recover  the 
amount  loaned,  with  interest  at  ten  per  cent  This  position  receives 
some  countenance  from  one  of  the  Spanish  writers  we  have  already 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JANUARY  TERM,  1825.  63 

[Herman  «.  Spri^gr.] 

quoted,  and  it  is  also  supported  by  one  of  the  judges  of  the  late 
Superior  Court  of  the  territory  of  Orleans.  In  a  case  similar  to  this, 
he  decided,  that,  he  '^^  knew  no  other  interpretation  to  be  given  to  the 
word  usury  than  the  taking  a  greater  rate  of  interest  upon  a  loan 
than  is  fix^  by  positive  law  or  established  usage."  Acting  under 
this  impression  he  held  that  the  person^  who  had  lent  money  at  an 
illegal  rate  of  interest,  could  recover  the  sum  loatied,  and  ten  per  cent. 
for  the  use  of  tt.     Siguenza^  loco  citato^  1  Martin^  7. 

With  this  view  of  the  subject  we  have,  after  the  most  mature 
deliberation,  found  ourselves  unable  to  concur.  Interest,  by  the  laws 
of  this  state  must  be  either  conventional  or  legal.  The  first  is  by  the 
agreement  of  the  parties.  The  second  by  the  commands  of  the  law, 
in  cases  where  it  has  deemed  proper  to  aflford  compensation  to  the 
lender.  Under  which  of  these  heads  does  the  claim  now  presented 
&11?  Certainly  not  under  the  latter,  for  the  lending  money  on  illegal 
interest,  is  not  one  of  the  cases  in  which  legal  interest  is  given  by  our 
statutes.  Does  it  then  come  within  the  former?  That  we  have  seen 
results  from  the  agreement  of  the  parties  alone.  Where,  then,  is  the 
consent  of  the  borrower  shown  in  this  case  to  pay  ten  per  cent  and 
that  of  the  lender  to  receive  it?  The  record  exhibits  no  such  evidence. 
But  it  is  said,  that  as  the  former  promised  to  pay  eighteen  per  cent, 
it  must  be  presumed,  nay  it  cannot  be  doubted,  that  ho  would  have 
been  willing  to  give  ten.  This  is  perhaps  true:  it  requires,  however, 
two  parties  to  a  contract,  and  how  stands  the  presumption  on  the 
other  side?  The  very  reverse  of  that  by  which  assent  is  supposed  on 
the  part  of  the  person  taking  the  loan.  Doubtless  we  would  have 
the  consent  of  the  lender  now,  to  take  as  much  as  he  can  get,  but  it  is 
his  consent  at  the  time  of  making  the  contract,  which  must  be  looked 
to;  and  viewing  it  in  relation  to  his  intention  then,  there  cannot  be 
a  question,  that  he  would  not  have  consented  to  receive  the  amount 
he  is  now  willing  to  take.  So  far,  then,  as  the  assent  of  the  parties, 
at  the  period  of  contracting,  can  be  assumed  as  the  basis,  on  which  a 
modification  of  the  rate  of  interest,  is  now  to  be  made  by  this  tribu- 
nal; it  is  clear  that  no  such  assent  has  been  shown,  or  can  be  pre- 
sumed. 

The  strongest  argument  which  has  suggested  itself  to  us  in  support 
of  the  plaintiflf ^s  pretension,  is,  that  a  contract  being  shown  for  con* 
Tentional  interest,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  court  to  give  that  contract 
effect  so  far  as  it  is  legal.  But  to  this,  we  think  there  is  a  satisfactory 
answer.  This  contract  does  not  consist  of  several  parts,  it  is  one,  and 
entire;  to  pay  interest  at  an  illegal  rate  for  the  use  of  the  money 
borrowed.  Such  agreement  is,  as  we  have  already  seen,  null  If  it 
be,  then,  it  cannot  be  good  in  part,  nor  furnish  the  consideration  for 
raising  a  promise  to  pay  a  lesser  sum. 

Admitting  that  it  could,  there  would  still  remain  an  intrinsic  diffi- 
culty, which  could  not,  so  far  as  we  can  see  at  present,  be  surmounted. 
By  law,  conventional  interest  must  not  only  be  agreed  on  by  the 
parties,  but  the  aaiount  must  be  fixed  by  them.  Civil  Code,  488,  art 
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32.  No  rate  has  been  established  here,  and  we  cannot  make  one. 
And  if  we  attempted  it,  what  rate  could  we  affix,  one  per  cent,  or 
ten? 

We  conld  add  to  these  arguments,  others,  which  might  be  fairly 
drawn  from  the  policy  of  the  law;  of  the  duty  of  this  court  to  sustain 
it;  and  how  poorly  such  a  construction  would  give  that  policy  effect. 
To  sanction  the  claim  set  up,  would  in  truth  be  virtually  sanctioning 
an  evasion  of  the  prohibition;  and  encouraging  the  citizen  in  a  viola- 
tion of  the  law,  by  rewarding  him  with  the  highest  rate  of  interest 
which  he  could  have  obtained,  had  he  obeyed  it  But  we  forbear  to 
follow  the  subject  any  further  upon  general  principles,  for  however 
unsatisfactory  our  conclusions  may  appear  on  these  grounds,  to  the 
minds  of  others,  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  in  relation  to  the  judgment 
which  this  court  should  pronounce,  when  the  question  is  placed  on 
the  following  consideration. 

We  have  already  shown  that  by  the  laws  contained  in  the  Nom^ 
sima  Recopilacion,  all  contracts  reserving  an  illegal  interest  are  null 
and  void,  and  it  has  been  seen  that  were  it  not  for  the  provisions  of 
a  statute  anterior  to  those  laws,  it  would  be  doubtful  if  these  contracts 
would  not  be  void,  not  only  for  the  interest,  but  also  for  the  principal. 
If  that  law,  then,  enables  the  plaintiff  to  recover  any  thing,  it  must 
also  have  its  effect  as  to  how  much  he  can  recover;  and  its  provisions 
are  positive,  that  nothing  but  the  naked  sum  lent  can  be  got  back. 
Part.  5,  Hi.  11, /.  31. 

It  was  insisted,  that  as  the  maker  of  the  note  had  received  a  valu- 
able consideration  for  it,  he  couW  not  avail  himself  of  the  plea  of 
usury,  committed  by  others,  and  that  he  had  no  concern  with  the 
subsequent  transactions  between  the  endorser  and  endorsee.  To  this 
argument  the  answer  given  at  the  bar  is  conclusive.  The  endorsee, 
who  sues  on  a  promissory  note,  must  show  that  the  right  and  title  of 
the  payee  has  legally  passed  to  him;  that  right  cannot  pass  to  him  by 
a  contract  which  is  illegal  and  void.  Consequently  the  plaintiff  is 
without  title  to  demand  pajrment  of  the  whole  amount  of  the  note. 
1  Siarkie,  385;  Douglass,  736. 

The  sum  paid  by  the  plaintiff  appears  from  his  answer  to  an  inter- 
rogatory to  be  4851  dollars,  and  for  that  amount  he  is  entitled  to 
recover. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  and  it  is  fur- 
ther ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  plaintiff  do  recover  of 
the  defendant,  the  sum  of  4851  dollars,  with  costs  in  the  court  below, 
the  appellee  paying  those  of  appeal. 

EustiSy  for  the  plaintiff. 

HenneUf  for  the  defendant. 
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Gravier  v.  Gravier's  Heirs.    Ill,  N.  S.  206. 

Gravier's  Heirs  v.  Gravier. 

Same  v.  Same. 

He  who  hai  fUpuIated  in  fkrw  of  mother  may  revoke  the  stipiilatioii  any  time  before 
aooeplanoe.  A  party  who  alleget  that  writings  prodooed  againit  him  are  fbrgeriea,  la 
not  obliged  to  disavow  them  formally,  in  order  to  be  allowed  to  offer  evidence  of  the 
&et 

If  the  heir  who  Is  present  boys  property  as  litigions,  he  cannot  claim  the  increased  value 
in  case  of  eviction. 

FIRST  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

These  three  actions  were  consolidated  in  the  court  of  the  first  in- 
stance, and  the  matters  at  issue  in  the  whole  of  them  were  decided 
by  one  judgment 

They  were  commenced  in  the  same  order  of  time  with  that  in 
which  they  have  just  been  enumerated.  The  first  was  by  John 
Gravier,  who  states  in  his  petition,  that  he  was  a  creditor  of  his 
brother  Bertrand,at  the  time  of  his  decease,  in  the  sum  of  15,045  dol- 
lars, and  that  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  said  sum  he  became  the 
purchaser  for  the  whole  of  his  estate,  for  the  sum  of  34,338  dollars,  75 
cents.  That  since  the  period  of  the  adjudication,  he  has  paid  various 
debts  of  the  estate,  so  that  it  is  now  indebted  to  him  in  the  sum  of 
38,665  dollars,  101  cents,  and  that  notwithstanding  these  facts,  the 
representatives  of  the  heirs  have  lately  caused  to  be  inscribed  in  the 
office  of  the  register  of  mortgages  the  obligation  and  mortgage  given 
by  him  at  the  time  of  the  adjudication. 

The  petition  concludes  by  a  prayer  that  the  mortgage  may  be  can- 
celled, and  the  heirs  of  Bertrand  Gravier  condemned  to  pay  the 
plaintifi'the  balance  above  stated,  of  38,665  dollars,  101  cents. 

Previous  to  answering  the  petition,  the  defendants  had  commenced 
two  suits  against  the  plaintifi*,  and  in  the  answer  filed  after  a  general 
denial  of  al  the  fiacts  alleged  by  him,  they  refer  to  the  actions  just 
instituted,  and  pray  that  they  may  be  consolidated  with  this. 

In  the  first  of  these  actions,  the  heirs  of  Bertrand  state,  that  in  the 
year  1797,  their  ancestor  died  in  New  Orleans,  leaving  a  large^ 
estate,  real  and  personal. 

6* 
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That  John  Gravier,  one  of  their  co-heirs,  caused  all  that  part  of 
the  suburb  St  Mary,  and  of  the  land  situated  in  the  back  thereof,  to 
be  adjudicated  to  him  for  the  price  for  which  they  were  appraised  in 
the  inventory,  to  wit,  for  the  sum  of  31,798  dollars. 

That  the  conditions  of  the  purchase  were,  that  the  said  John  Gra- 
vier should  account  to  his  co-heirs  for  their  respective  shares,  in  the 
balance  of  the  same. 

And  that  although  often  requested,  he  had  refused  to  pay  to  the 
petitioners  the  amount  due  them;  but  had  filed  in  court  an  account, 
the  vouchers  of  which  he  had  refused  and  still  refuses  to  produce. 

They  therefore  pray  for  an  order  of  seizure  and  sale  against  the 
property  of  John  Gravier,  to  pay  them  the  balance  due  on  the  adju- 
dication of  the  estate  of  their  ancestor,  with  interest  from  the  19th  of 
December,  1798,  and  costs  of  the  suit. 

To  this  petition,  the  defendant,  John  Gravier,  pleaded,  that  by  the 
terms  of  the  adjudication,  he  was  obliged  to  pay  the  debts  due  by  the 
estate;  and  that  until  it  shall  be  shown  by  tiie  plaintiffs  that  there  is 
B  balance  remaining  in  his  hands  after  the  payment  of  the  debts  so 
due,  they  are  not  entitled  to  bring  this  suit. 

That  he  has  paid  debts  to  a  large  amount  beyond  the  price  of  ad- 
judication. That  there  are  yet  debts  due  by  the  estate  of  Bertrand 
Gravier,  and  that  until  the  same  is  satisfied,  no  right  of  action  has 
accnied  to  the  plaintiffs. 

The  second  suit  was  instituted  by  the  same  persons.  In  their  peti- 
tion they  state,  that  in  addition  to  the  property  left  by  Bertrand  Gra- 
vier, at  his  decease,  there  were  debts  due  to  the  estate  to  the  amount 
of  30,000  dollars,  and  upwards:  That  John  Gravier  was  appointed  to 
collect  the  same,  and  that  he  iindertook  to  do  so,  but  though  often 
requested,  he  had  refused  to  render  any  account. 

They  therefore  pray  judgment  for  their  share  of  the  said  debts, 
which  share  they  aver  to  be  22,500  dollars. 

To  this  action  the  defendant  pleaded  in  substance,  as  he  had  done 
to  the  fiirst:  That  by  the  terms  of  his  purchasCy  he  was  first  to  pay 
the  creditors:  That  he  had  paid  them  to  an  amount  far  beyond  what 
he  had  received  from  the  estate:  That  there  were  yet  heavy  debts 
due  by  the  succession,  and  that  from  all  these  considerations  the 
plaintiffs  were  not  entitled  to  maintain  their  action  against  him. 

From  these  pleadings,  it  may  be  seen,  that  although  the  parties 
differ  widely  as  to  the  merits  of  their  respective  pretensions,  yet  the 
points  at  issue  are  few  and  simple.  They  are  in  truth  but  these: 
1st.  One  of  law:  Have  the  plaintiffs'by  the  terms  of  the  original  con- 
tract a  right  to  bring  an  action  against  the  defendant?  If  they  have, 
what  is  the  balance  due? 

The  force  of  the  exception  against  the  plaintiffs'  right  to  sue,  will  be 
best  understood  by  quoting  iSie  purticular  expressions  used  in  the 
contract  of  adjudication.  The  decree  after  reciting,  that  the  attorney 
of  the  absent  heirs  had  consented  that  the  property  left  by  Bertrand 
Gravier^  should  be  adjudicated  to  John  Gravier  at  the  price  of  ap- 
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praisement,  proceeds  to  adjudicate  the  property  to  him  upon  hit 
giving  security  and  ^^  Con  la  calidad  de  aatisfacer  a  los  acreedores 
que  resuiiarenj  lo  que  legitamente  se  jusiificare  deverseles;  y  lam 
bien  a  los  otros  sus  coheredoros  la  parte  que  les  pertenesca:*^  "  On 
the  condition  to  satisfy  sudi  creditors  as  may  appear  and  legally  es- 
tablish their  claims,  and  also  his  co-heirs,  the  part  which  shall  be 
coming  to  them.'^ 

From  these  expressions,  it  has  been  contended,  that  the  condition, 
on  which  John  Gravier  took  the  property,  was  to  pay  the  creditors  of 
his  brother's  estate,  and  by  doing  so  a  contract  was  formed  between 
him  and  them,  which  they  may  enforce,  and  which  consequently 
cannot  be  revoked  without  their  consent 

Other  arguments  were  used  and  several  authofrities  cited  to  show 
the  plainti^  had  prematurely  commenced  their  action;  but  the  whole 
strength  of  the  objection  lies  in  the  statement  just  noade,  and  to  its 
correctness  our  attention  has  been  principally  turned. 

The  counsel,  who  argued  in  opposition  to  this  objection,  drew  his 
authorities  principally  from  the  Roman  and  French  law;  and  he 
proved,  to  our  entire  satisfaction,  that  according  to  the  received  doc- 
trines in  both  these  systems  of  jurisprudence,  the  person  who  has 
stipulated  in  favor  of  another,  may  revoke  it  at  any  time  previous  to 
the  acceptance  of  him,  for  whose  benefit  the  promise  has  been  taken. 

The  question  is  not  so  free  from  difficulty  when  examined,  under 
the  ancient  jurisprudence  of  the  country.  A  law  of  the  Recopiladon 
permits  in  express  terms  a  contract  to  be  made  for  the  benefit  of  a 
third  party.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Spanish  commentators,  that 
according  to  this  law,  the  person  in  whose  favor  the  stipulation  is 
made,  may  maintain  an  action  to  enforce  it.  In  this  they  seem  to 
think  a  material  difference  exists  between  the  laws  of  Spain  and 
those  of  Rome. 

But  according  to  other  writers  on  the  civil  law,  this  is  a  mistake. 
Merlin,  who  has  examined  the  subject  fully,  and  who  cites  a  vast 
number  of  authorities  in  support  of  his  opinion,  shows,  we  think, 
satisfactorily,  that  the  early  established  doctrine  in  the  Roman  juris- 
prudence, that  no  one  could  stipulate  for  another,  was  subsequently 
altered  and  modified  by  different  edicts  of  the  emperors:  and  in  the 
late  and  more  improved  state  of  their  laws,  such  contracts  were  au- 
thorised, and  might  be  enforced  by  the  third  person,  in  whose  favor 
they  were  made. 

It  seems,  however,  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  writers  on  the  Spanish 
law,  that  such  stipulations  could  not  be  revoked  by  the  party  receiv- 
ing them,  when  the  contract  was  made  for  his  joint  benefit,  and  that 
of  the  absentee.    When  it  was  for  the  sole  benefit  of  the  latter,  as 
was  the  case  here,  some  of  them  are  of  opinion  that  it  might,  and 
others  that  it  could  not.    We  incline  to  the  former  opinion.    We 
found  our  conclusion  on  there  being  nothing  express  in  the  law  on 
the  subject.     That  it  is  clear,  the  party  stipulating  had  such  a  right, 
when  contracting  under  the  Roman  jurisprudence^  whose  general 
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provisions  are  the.^me  as  those  of  the  Spanish.  And  that  on  a 
question  of  this  description,  where  the  law  is  silent,  and  reason  speaks 
so  loudly  in  favor  of  revoking  such  promises,  we  should  favor  the 
right  to  do  so. 

This  very  case  shows  in  as  striking  a  light  as  any  that  could  be  pre- 
sented, how  grossly  unjust  a  different  rule  would  be.  Twenty-seven 
years  ago,  John  Gravier  received  the  property  of  his  brother's  estate 
on  condition  to  pay  the  debts  and  deliver  the  surplus,  if  any,  to  the 
heirs.  When  called  on,  after  such  a  lapse  of  time,  to  render  an  ac- 
count, he  says  he  has  not  complied  with  one  part  of  his  promise;  and 
because  he  has  not  done  that,  he  should  not  be  obliged  to  perform  the 
other.  To  permit  him  to  use  such  a  defence,  would  be  allowing  him 
to  profit  by  his  own  wrong.  If  debts  exist  why  has  he  not  paid  them? 
If  there  are  none  such,  he  should  deliver  to  the  heirs  the  balance.  If 
it  be  uncertain  whether  there  are  or  not,  he  ought  not  to  hold  the  funds 
from  the  persons  who  are  responsible  for  the  debts,  for  if  he  can  use 
that  argument  with  effect  now  he  might  always  use  it  in  the  same 
way.  The  terms  on  which  he  acquired,,  however,  completely  refute 
the  pretension  last  mentioned.  They  were;  to  pay  such  creditors 
as  might  appear,  and  legally  establish  their  claims.  Appear,  when? 
Within  the  time  fixed  by  law  for  persons  to  administer  estates.  Any 
other  construction  would  lead  to  the  grossest  absurdity  and  allow  the 
purchaser,  or  rather  administrator,  to  hold  the  property  in  his  hands 
forever.  4  MartiUy  409;  7,  Toul fiery  liv.  3,  tit.  d,n.  24  and  25; 
Merlin,  Questions  de  Droit,  Stipulation  pour  autrui,  1,  2,  3,  4,  5; 
3  Martin,  247. 

Before  reaching  the  merits,  another  question  of  law  remains  to  be 
disposed  of  It  is  presented,  by  an  exception  taken  to  the  introduction 
of  certain  witnesses  of  the  plaintiffs.  The  defendant  having  offered 
notes  and  documents  to  establish  that  he  was  a  creditor  of  Bertrand 
Gravier's  estate,  the  plaintiffs  averred  they  were  forgeries,  and  to  prove 
them  such,  introduced  several  witnesses,  who  swore  that  from  a  va- 
riety of  reasons,  they  did  not  consider  them  to  be  executed  at  the  time 
which  they  bore  date,  nor  by  the  person  whose  signature  they  pur- 
ported to  bear.  To  such  testimony  the  defendant  objected,  on  the 
ground  that  no  formal  disavowal  had  been  made  by  the  plaintifis  to 
their  handwriting,  and  that  it  could  not  be  received  on  bare  suggestion. 

The  defendant,  in  this  objection,  has  mistaken  the  practice,  and  con- 
founded the  right  of  the  party  introducing  the  paper  with  him  against 
whom  it  is  produced.  Proof  by  experts,  or  comparison  of  hands,  can- 
not be  resorted  to  by  the  former,  unless  formally  denied  by  the  maker; 
but  if  introduced  and  proved,  the  opposite  party  may  show  by  any  legal 
evidence,  that  it  is  not  his  writing,  or  in  other  words,  that  the  testi- 
mony  by  which  it  has  been  attempted  to  be  established,  is  not  cor- 
rect. That  the  evidence  offered  here  was  legal,  we  have  not  the 
smallest  doubt. 

Both  parties  have  complained  of  the  judgment  of  the  inferior  court. 
The  plamtifis  insist  that  it  should  have  been  in  their  favor  for  52^80 
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dollars,  99  cents,  instead  of  25,283  dollars,  75  cents,  with  interest,  on 
the  balance  of  the  real  estate.  The  defendant  contends  that  the 
amount  due  by  him  at  the  utmost,  cannot  be  carried  beyond  6,624 
dollars.  To  detail  at  length  the  acts  and  reasons  on  which  the  parties 
have  arrived  at  conclusions  so  widely  different,  is  unnecessary.  It 
would  be  impossible  to  render  it  intelligible  to  the  minds  of  others, 
without  extending  in  this  opinion  the  whole  evidence,  which  is  volu- 
minous, beyond  any  example  that  has  yet  occurred  in  this  court.  We 
have  examined  it  with  all  the  attention  in  our  power,  and  we  are 
unable  to  say  that  the  evidence  authorises  us  to  come  to  a  different 
conclusion  from  that  of  the  district  judge. 

There  are,  however,  some  objections  made  by  the  defendant,  John 
Gravier,  which  it  would  not  be  proper  to  pass  over  without  stating 
the  reasons  which  have  prevented  us  from  sustaining  them.  The 
principal  one  is  to  the  refusal  of  the  district  court  to  allow  him  a 
credit  for  a  note  of  his  brother  Bertrand,  dated  in  the  year  1796,  for 
15,000  dollars,  62  i  cents,  payable  six  years  after  date,  and  which 
note  he.  avers,  is  supported  by  an  account  current,  signed  by  the 
parties  on  the  same  day  that  the  note  was  executed. 

The  district  judge  was  of  opinion  these  documents,  together  with 
some  others  introduced  by  the  defendant,  were  false.  How  gratified 
we  should  have  been  had  the  evidence  permitted  us  to  come  to  a 
different  conclusion,  we  need  not  state.  But  it  has  not  allowed  us  to 
do  so;  and  painful  as  it  is  to  express  an  opinion,  which  implies  such 
a  total  want  of  moral  principle  in  one  of  our  citizens,  justice  requires 
it,  and  our  first  duty  is  to  satisfy  her  demands. 

TTie  defendant  introduced  a  witness  in  the  court  below,  J.  P.  Gui- 
naut,  who  declared  that  he  believed  the  signature  of  B.  Gravier  to 
the  note  and  account  current,  was  genuine.  This  fact  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  much  controverted.  Indeed  it  is  the  very  existence  of 
that  signature,  and  the  appearance  it  has,  compared  to  that  which 
was  written  above  it,  that  furnishes  one  of  the  strongest  reasons 
against  the  obligation  presented. 

Five  witnesses,  examined  in  the  court  below,  positively  swear,  that 
they  were  of  opinion  the  handwriting  of  the  body  of  the  note  was  of 
a  much  more  recent  date,  than  that  which  it  purports  to  bear.  Three 
of  them  thought  it  could  not  be  more  than  two  years  old,  if  so  much. 
One  of  them  thought  it  might  have  been  written  three  or  four  years 
ago.  The  fifth  stated,  the  filling  up  of  the  note  was  in  the  hand 
writing  of  John  Gravier,  according  to  the  best  of  his  opinion,  founded 
on  having  seen  the  said  John  Gravier  often  write. 

With  the  opinion  of  these  witnesses  this  court  entirely  concurs. 
The  note  and  account  current,  both  bear,  in  our  opinion,  the  most 
satisfactory  evidence  of  having  been  quite  recently  made.  The  sig- 
nature of  B.  Gravier  to  each  are  ancient,  but  what  is  written  above 
them  is  fresh.  How  these  signatures  were  obtained,  we  need  not 
inquire.  The  counsel  for  the  plaintiffs  has  suggested  several  ways 
in  which  it  is  probable  they  were  got.    We  need  not  say  which  we 
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adopt  For  no  matter  how  they  were  got,  unless  we  reject  the  evi- 
dence of  our  senses,  when  the  documents  are  presented  for  inspection 
it  is  impossible  to  resist  the  conviction  which  forces  itself  on  the  mind 
on  examining  them. 

There  is  another  circumstance  which  has  not  been  without  its 
weight.  Different  documents  have  been  presented  by  the  defendant, 
in  which  alterations  to  his  advantage,  and  the  injury  of  his  co-heirs, 
have  been  made.  They  are  so  clumsy,  and  so  apparent,  that  the 
counsel  has  not  attempted  to  deny  them.  No  satisfactory  reason  has 
been  given  for  their  production.  In  one  of  them,  the  alteration  has 
been  made  to  correspond  with  an  item  in  the  account  current  And 
when  this  alteration  is  brought  close  to  that  account,  and  compared 
with  it;  they  appear  to  have  been  both  done  with  the  same  ink  and 
the  same  pen. 

The  defendant  contended  there  was  error  in  the  judge  below  not 
allowing  him  the  increased  value  of  certain  property  adjudged  to  him 
as  part  of  the  estate,  and  from  which  property  he  was  afterwards 
evicted  by  a  judgment  of  the  late  Superior  Coiurt.  We  think  there 
was  no  error  in  this.  John  Gravier  was  the  person  who  acted  for 
the  succession,  and  at  whose  instance  its  property  was  sold.  Every 
thing  in  relation  to  it  was  caused  by  his  intervention.  The  lots  were 
expressly  adjudged  to  him  as  litigious  property. 

We  see,  therefore,  neither  a  legal,  nor  equitable  right,  in  him  to  be 
paid  the  increased  value  at  the  time  of  eviction. 

On  the  whole,  we  are  not  able  to  discover,  that  any  errors  in 
Jaw  have  been  committed  by  the  district  judge.  Nor  can  we  find 
sufficient  evidence  to  justify  us  in  reversing  his  judgment  on  the 
questions  of  fact  at  issue. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Young  J  for  the  plaintiff. 

Derbigny,  for  the  defendemt 
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Abat  V.  Casteres.     Ill,  N.  S.  220. 
Same  v.  Vallet. 

Aetion  of  redhibition  does  not  take  place  in  sales  made  by  anthoritj  of  justice. 

The  porchaser  at  sheriff's  sale  cannot  refuse  paynient  on  the  ground  that  he  has  bought 

without  title;  he  must  be  evicted. 
The  power  to  imprison  a  purchaser  at  sheriff's  sale,  until  he  comply  with  the  contract,  is 

not  unconstitutional. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  defendant  having  become  the  purchaser  and  received  posses- 
sion of  property  at  a  sheriff's  sale,  refused  to  carry  the  contract  into 
effect  on  an  allegation  that  the  slave  adjudged  to  him,  was  not  the 
property  of  the  person  in  whose  name  she  was  sold,  and  also  that  she 
was  afflicted  with  redhibitory  defects. 

The  plaintiff  applied  to  the  parish  court  for  a  rule  on  the  defendant 
to  show  cause  why  he  should  not  be  imprisoned,  after  refusing  to 
perform  his  contract 

In  opposition  to  this  demand,  the  defendant  introduced  evidence  to 
establish  the  truth  of  the  allegations,  on  which  he  had  refused  to 
comply  with  his  purchase,  and  the  court  being  of  opinion  that  the 
fiicts  proved  by  him  constituted  a  legal  defence,  discharged  the  rule. 
The  plaintiff  appealed. 

We  dismiss  from  our  dbnsideration  every  thing  in  relation  to  the 
redhibitory  defects,  as  our  law  contains  an  express  provision  that  the 
action  of  redhibition  cannot  be  brought  in  relation  to  property,  pur- 
diased  at  a  sale  made  by  authority  of  justice. 

The  only  question,  which  requires  some  examination,  is  that  by 
which  the  defendant  alleges  want  of  title  in  the  person,  as  the  pro- 
perty of  whom  the  j^ave  was  sold. 

By  the  act  of  1817,  in  relation  tQ  judicial  proceedings,  it  is  provided 
« that  when  eviction  shall  take  place,  for  want  of  title  in  the  debtor, 
the  purchaser,  at  sheriff's  sale,  ^all  have  an  action  against  both  the 
debtor  and  creditor  for  his  purchase  money,  but  he  may  be  first  com- 
pelled to  discuss  the  property  of  his  debtor.''  This  provision  intro- 
duced an  entirely  new  regulation  on  the  matter  in  which  it  treats. 
By  the  ancient  laws  of  this  country,  the  purchaser  at  ^eriff 's  sale 
who  was  evicted  of  the  thing  sold,  could  have  recourse  only  against 
the  debtor.     He  had  no  action  against  the  creditor,  unless  the  latter 
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bound  himself  to  warranty,  or  knowing  that  the  thing  belonged  to 
another,  pointed  it  out,  and  required  it  should  be  sold.  The  evidence 
taken  in  this  case  does  not  bring  the  plaintiff  within  any  of  these  ex- 
ceptions, and  the  defendant's  rights  must  of  course  be  ascertained  by 
the  act  of  the  legislature  already  cited.  That  act,  as  we  have  seen, 
limits  the  responsibility  of  the  creditor  to  the  case  of  eviction,  and 
that  not  being  shown  here,  the  defendant  has  not  justified  his  pre- 
tension to  refuse  payment  for  the  property  purchased  by  him.  Acts 
of  the  Legislature,  1817,  40y  sect.  20]  Partida,  5,  13,  50;  Cur.  Phil, 
p.  2,  verbo  RemaUj  no.  17;  Febrero^p.  2,  lib,  3,  cap.  2,  sect.  5,  no. 
351. 

The  defendant  has  urged,  that  the  provision  of  the  Spanish  law 
which  authorises  the  plaintiff  in  execution,  to  have  the  person  of  the 
purchaser  at  sheriff's  sale,  arrested  and  imprisoned,  in  case  he  fails 
to  comply  with  the  contract  of  adjudication,  is  repealed  by  the  genius 
and  spirit  of  the  free  institutions  under  which  we  are  now  happily 
placed.  The  court  is  unable  to  see  the  subject  in  this  point  of  view. 
The  remedy  is  certainly  a  harsh  and  severe  one,  but  there  is  nothing 
unconstitutional  in  it.  The  policy  of  imprisoning  debtors  has  been 
much  questioned,  but  we  are  not  aware  that  the  authority  of  the 
legislature  to  enforce  obligations  by  this  remedy  has  been  Called  in 
doubt.  In  point  of  severity  the  regulation  here  attacked  is  not  perhaps 
worse  than  the  right  given  to  the  creditor  to  arrest  the  debtor,  in  the 
incipient  state  of  the  suit,  and  imprison  him  until  he  give  bail. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  paridi  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  it  is  further 
ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  John  Vallet  be  arrested  and  com- 
mitted to  prison,  until  he  pay  the  sum  of  303  dollars,  the  amount  of 
the  price  of  a  slave,  purchased  by  him  on  an  execution  which  issued 
at  the  suit  of  Antoine  Abat  v.  B.  Casteres;  and  it  is  also  adjudged 
and  decreed  that  the  said  John  Vallet  pay  the  costs  of  this  appeal, 
and  those  of  the  proceedings  had  in  the  court  of  the  first  instance. 

SegherSy  for  the  plaintiff. 

CanongCj  for  the  defendant. 
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Cornell  and  Wife  v.  Hope  Insurance  Company. 
Ill,  N.  S.  223. 

Conditioos  precedent  are  known  to  our  law. 

A  denial  that  the  plaintifT  performed  one  part  of  his  contract  is  not  an  admission  that  he 

performed  the  reet,  if  this  denial  follows  the  general  issue. 
The  neglect  of  one  parly  to  prove  what  is  essential  to  his  recovery,  is  not  cured  by  the 

evidence  of  the  other  leaving  the  fact  donbtful. 

FIRST  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  petitioners  state  that  they  insured  with  the  defendants  a  house 
and  buildings  thereto  belonging,  and  a  certain  quantity  of  groceries; 
that  the  same  has  been  totally  consumed  by  fire;  and  that  the  defen- 
dants have  refused  to  pay  them  2500  dollars,  the  amount  of  the  loss 
sustained. 

To  this  petition,  and  to  the  manner  in  which  it  was  commenced,  it 
having  originated  by  attachment,  various  objections  have  been  made, 
and  several  means  of  defence  presented.  We  deem  it  unnecessary 
to  set  out  any,  but  that  on  which  our  opinion  has  been  formed,  and 
which  is  decisive  of  the  cause. 

The  policy  of  insurance  is  made  a  part  of  the  petition,  and  in  it  we 
find  a  clause  which  states  that  the  policy  is  made  and  accepted  in 
reference  to  the  proposals  and  conditions  thereto  annexed,  which  are 
to  be  used  and  resorted  ta,  in  order  to  explain  the  right  of  the  parties. 

On  referring  to  these  conditions,  we  find  the  9th  one  to  be,  that  all 
persons  insured  by  the  company,  and  sustaining  loss  or  damage  by 
fire,  are  forthwith  to  give  notice  to  the  company,  and  as  soon  after 
as  possible,  deliver  in  a  particular  account  of  such  loss  or  damage, 
signed  with  their  own  hands,  and  witnessed  by  their  oath  or  aflSrma- 
tion;  and  also,  if  required,  by  their  books  of  accounts  and  other 
papers  and  voudbers.  They  shall  also  declare  on  oath  whether  any 
and  what  other  insurance  has  been  made  on  the  same  property;  and 
procure  a  certificate  under  the  hand  of  a  magistrate,  notary  public  or 
clergyman,  (most  contiguous  to  the  place  at  the  time,  and  not  con- 
cerned in  the  loss,)  that  they  are  acquainted  with  the  character  and 
circumstances  of  the  person  or  persons  insured;  and  that  having  in- 
vestigated the  circumstances  of  the  person  or  persons  insured,  in  rela- 
tion to  such  loss,  do  know,  or  verily  believe,  that  he,  she,  or  they, 
really  and  by  misfortune,  and  without  fraud  or  evil  practice,  hath  or 
have  sustained  by  such  fire,  loss  and  damage  to  the  amount  therein 
Vol.  III.— 7 
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mentioned:  and  until  such  porofs,  declarations  and  certificates  are 
produced  the  loss  shall  not  be  payable. 

The  defendants  contend,  that  this  clause  operates  as  a  condition 
precedent  to  the  right  of  the  plaintiffs  to  recover.  And  they  have 
shown,  by  the  decisions  of  the  courts  of  justice  of  the  country,  in 
which  this  clause  was  originally  introduced  into  policies  of  insurance 
and  from  which  it  was  most  probably  taken,  and  incorporated  into 
similar  instruments  in  ours,  that  it  is  uniformly  so  considered.  Nay, 
so  rigidly  has  the  insured  been  held  to  a  compliance  with  this  condi- 
tion, that  in  cases  where  he  proved  he  had  made  every  eflFort  to 
comply  with  it,  and  that  his  failure  arose,  not  from  a  suspicion  of 
fraud,  on  the  part  of  those  whose  certificates  he  was  to  furnish,  but 
from  their  want  of  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
fire  took  place,  it  was  considered  he  could  not  recover  from  the  insu- 
rers. That  the  parties  had  made  their  agreement  in  this  way,  and 
must  be  bound  by  it.  2  Marshall,  808;  2  Henry  Blackstone,  577;  1 
Ibid.  254;  6  Durnford  &  East,  710. 

To  this  the  plaintiff  has  replied, 

1.  That  the  doctrine  of  precedent  conditions  in  the  common  law  is 
unknown  to  ours. 

2.  That  he  was  not  put  on  the  proof  of  this  fact  by  the  pleadings. 

3.  That  the  jury  have  found  a  compliance  with  this  condition. 

I.  There  is  not  the  slightest  foundation  for  the  argument,  that  con- 
ditions precedent  are  unknown  to  our  law.  They  are  recognised 
and  provided  for  by  our  system  of  jurisprudence,  and  by  every  other 
that  has  in  view  the  ordinary  transactions  of  men.  The  obligation 
is  conditional,  when  it  depends  on  a  future  or  uncertain  event,  says 
our  Code.  The  event  then  must  be  shown,  to  make  the  obligation 
binding  on  the  party  against  whom  it  is  presented.  For  until  it 
takes  place,  he  is  not  bound  to  perform  what  he  has  promised.  Civil 
Code,  272,  art.  68. 

There  is  an  exception  to  this  rule  in  regard  to  the  dissolving  condi- 
tion. But  in  relation  to  all  others,  it  is  true,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  no 
moment  whether  we  say  the  obligation  is  suspended  until  the  condi- 
tion is  performed,  or  that  the  performance  of  the  condition  must 
precede  the  execution  of  the  obligation.  Civil  Code,  274,  art.  81  and 
3;  Toulliery  Droit  Civil  Frangaisy  liv.  3,  lit,  3,  chap.  4,  no.  472; 
PothieVy  TraiU  des  Ob.  no.  202. 

II.  The  plaintiff  was  put  on  the  proof  of  the  condition  being  per- 
formed. The  answer  states,  that  the  petitioner  has  not  complied 
with  the  conditions  of  insurance,  and  particularly  the  10th.  Their 
reliance  on  the  failure  in  relation  to  this  article,  cannot  be  construed 
into  an  admission  the  others  were  performed,  particularly  when  the 
special  averment  follows  close  on  the  general  denial. 

III.  The  jury  found,  on  a  fact  submitted  by  the  defendants,  "that 
the  plaintiff  had  not  complied  with  all  the  conditions  of  insurance,  as 
contained  in  the  articles  annexed  to  the  policy  of  insurance.''  The 
plaintiff  insists  that  this  establishes  he  has  complied  with  all  the  con- 
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ditions  necessary  for  him  to  perform.  How  such  a  conclusion  is  in- 
ferred we  have  been  unable  to  discover.  We  have  already  seen 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  plaintiff  to  aver  and  prove  a  compliance 
with  the  condition  on  which  his  right  to  maintain  his  action  depended. 
To  avert  the  consequences  of  his  failure  to  do  either,  he  relies  on  a 
fact  submitied  by  the  defendant,  which  leaves  it  doubtful  whether 
this  condition  was  performed.  But  this  he  cannot  be  permitted  to 
do.  The  neglect  of  one  party  to  prove  what  is  essential  to  his  reco- 
very, is  not  cured  by  the  evidence  of  the  other  leaving  the  fact 
doubtful. 

On  the  whole,  we  are  satisfied  the  judge  of  the  first  instance  did 
not  err  in  directing  a  nonsuit. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  this  judgment 
be  aflBrmed,  with  costs. 

Henneriy  for  the  plaintiff. 

Morse  and  Maybin^  for  the  defendants. 


Miller  d  al  v.  Mercier  et  al.     Ill,  N.  S,  229. 

When  the  principal  debtor  has  failed,  it  is  not  necessary  to  obtain  judgment  against  him, 
in  order  to  pursne  mortgaged  property  in  the  hands  of  u  third  possessor. 

Where  the  lien  results  from  an  act  done,  and  not  from  a  contract  reduced  to  writing,  it 
need  not  be  recorded. 

A  decision  on  any  point  connected  with  the  merits,  authorises  an  examination  of  the 
whole  case  in  tlie  Supreme  Court. 

FIRST  District. 

PoKTER,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  petitioners  state  that  the  defendants  are  indebted  to  them  in 
the  sum  of  400  dollars,  for  timber  and  other  materials  furnished  and 
delivered  to  them  for  building  and  constructing  a  cotton  press,  during 
the  months  of  May,  August,  September,  October  and  November, 
1821,  and  they  pray  they  may  have  payment  for  this  sum;  that  the 
debt  may  be  deemed  to  be  privileged;  and  that  the  press  for  which 
the  materials  were  furnished  be  sold  to  satisfy  the  judgment. 

The  defendants  plead:  * 

1.  That  the  materials,  if  ever  furnished,  were  sold  to  Jacob  Hart, 
the  former  owner  of  the  press. 
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2.  That  the  plaintiffs  cannot  seize  and  sell  the  property  in  their 
hands,  luuil  judgment  is  obtained  against  the  principal  debtor. 

3.  That  the  privilege  is  extinguished  by  prescription. 

4.  That  all  the  averments  in  the  petition  are  untrue,  and  that  the 
sum  therein  claimed  has  been  paid  by  Hart 

The  evidence  taken  in  the  cause  as  to  whom  the  materials  were 
sold,  and  as  to  the  time  of  delivery,  is  very  unsatisfactory,  and  leaves 
it  quite  uncertain  whether  they  were  purchased  by  Hart,  or  the  de- 
fendants. As  the  burthen  of  proof  as  to  this  fact  lay  on  the  plaintiffs, 
and  they  have  failed  to  establish  it,  we  must  consider  the  property 
sold  to  the  vendor  of  defendants,  and  proceed  to  examine  whether 
the  petitioners  have  made  out  their  right  to  seize  and  sell  it  in  the 
hands  of  the  third  possessors. 

Before  doing  so  we  must  notice  an  objection  of  the  plaintiffs,  that 
the  plea  of  payment  must  be  taken  as  an  admission  of  the  other  facts 
alleged  in  the  petition.  This  position  does  not  appear  to  the  court 
well  founded.  It  is  true  we  have  decided  that  parties  cannot  plead 
inconsistently;  and  that  when  the  debt  was  denied,  and  there  was 
joined  to  this  denial,  an  avowal  that  it  was  paid,  we  would  disregard 
the  former.  But  the  allegation  that  Hart  purchased  the  property, 
and  made  payment,  may  well  stand  with  the  denial,  that  the  defen- 
dants did  not  buy  it. 

It  is  objected  that  the  plaintiffs  cannot  seize  and  sell  the  property 
in  the  hands  of  the  third  possessor,  without  obtaining  judgment 
against  the  principal  debtor.  The  general  rule  is  as  contended  for; 
it  is  expressly  established  by  the  Code;  and  the  court  has  more  than 
once  recognised  and  acted  on  it.  The  petitioners,  however,  contend 
this  case  necessarily  presents  an  exception  to  the  rule,  because  the 
debtor  has  become  insolvent. 

In  the  case  of  Bernard  v.  Vignaud,  where  the  doctrine  in  relation 
to  actions  on  mortgages  came  under  the  consideration  of  the  court, 
it  was  said  that  when  tacit  liens  were  sought  to  be  enforced,  one  of 
the  provisions  of  the  Code  must  necessarily  be  dispensed  with; 
namely,  that  which  requires  the  mortgagee  to  produce  the  act  of 
mortgage  together  with  a  judgment;  because,nhese  liens  resulting 
from  the  provisions  of  the  law,  it  was  impossible  that  any  act  of  this 
kind  could  be  produced.  In  that  case  the  court  was  compelled  either 
to  say  that  privileges  of  that  kind  could  not  be  enforced  at  all  on  the 
property,  in  the  hands  of  third  persons,  or  to  dispense  with  that  rule, 
which  requires  the  production  of  a  written  instrument  to  establish  it. 
The  provisions  of  the  Code  were  equally  clear  on  both  points,  that 
all  mortgages  should  be  enforced  on  the  property  found  with  the 
third  possessor;  and  that  in  all  cases  when  that  was  attempted,  the 
act  of  mortgage  should  be  produced.  Finding  it  impossible  to  give 
effect  to  both,  we  held  that  tacit  liens  formed  an  exception  to  the 
general  rule.         » 

It  is  believed  by  the  court  that  the  case  now  under  consideration 
cannot,  on  principle,  be  distinguished  from  that  just  alluded  to. 
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There  can  be  no  doubt  but  the  plaintiff  has  a  lien  on  this  property. 
The  defendants,  however,  say  that  it  cannot  be  enforced  until  judg- 
ment is  previously  obtained  against  the  principal  debtor.  To  this 
the  plaintiff  replies,  that  the  purchaser  has  become  insolvent,  and 
that  the  law  will  not  permit  judgment  to  be  obtained  against  him  in 
the  ordinary  way.  That  all  that  could  be  done,  has  been  done  in  the 
present  instance.  Namely,  to  have  the  debt  recognised  at  a  meeting 
of  the  creditors;  which  recognition  makes  a  part  of  the ytiicw  de  con- 
curso,  and  is  the  only  species  of  judgment  that  the  law  contemplates 
against  persons  standing  in  the  situation  of  the  original  debtor.  In 
this  reasoning  we  concur,  and  think  that  the  case,  as  necessarily 
offers  an  exception  to  the  general  rule  of  producing  a  judgment,  as 
the  tacit  lien  doc^  to  presenting  an  act  of  mortgage,  and  this  opinion 
is  in  conformity  with  the  declaration  of  the  court  on  this  subject, 
several  years  since,  in  the  case  of  Mouchon  v.  Delor,  5  Martiriy  401. 
Curia  Phillip,  lib,  2,  cap.  3,  no.  33;  Febrero,  p.  2,  lib,  3,  cap,  3, 
no,  102. 

There  remain,  however,  two  objections  of  the  appellees  to  notice. 

The  first  is,  that  the  lien  has  not  been  recorded,  in  pursuance  of  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  1813. 

On  this  point,  we  refer  to  the  construction  put  on  this  statute,  in  the 
case  of  Lafon  v.  Sadler,  a  construction  that  we  have  since  had  more 
than  one  occasion  to  reconsider,  and  to  which  we  have  uniformly  felt 
it  our  duty  to  adhere.  It  was  there  held,  that  tacit  liens,  resulting 
from  acts  done,  and  not  from  contracts  reduced  to  writing,  were  not 
embraced  by  the  provision  of  the  law,  because,  among  other  reasons, 
it  was  impossible  such  acts  could  be  recorded.  The  legislature,  by 
the  statute  passed  in  1817,  adopted  the  principle,  and  provided,  that 
"all  architects,  undertakers,  and  other  workmen,'*  should  make  their 
contracts  in  writing,  in  order  that  they  should  be  recorded. 

The  lien  claimed  here  is  not  enumerated  among  those  which  it 
was  deemed  necessary  to  thus  provide  for.  Whether  the  silence,  as 
to  these  privileges,  proceeded  from  omission,  or  from  a  conviction 
that,  not  being  of  so  frequent  occurrence,  there  was  not  the  same 
reason  of  guarding  against  them,  it  is  not  important  for  us  to  inquire. 
Our  duty  is  confined  to  acting  on  the  law,  as  it  is  given  to  us.  4 
Martin,  479;  11  Ibid,  280  and  237. 

We  have  been  pressed  to  remand  the  case  for  a  new  trial,  because 
the  court  below,  after  hearing  all  the  testimony  offered,  decided  that 
the  defendant,  if  liable  at  all,  could  not  be  sued  until  judgment  was 
had  against  the  principal  debtor;  and  in  support  of  this  demand  we 
have  been  referred  to  a  late  decision  of  this  tribunal^  where  it  was 
held  that  if  the  judge  a  quo  decided  that  he  had  not  jurisdiction  to 
inquire  into  the  merits,  we  could  not  go  into  them  on  the  appeal; 
because  that  appeal  was  in  fact  taken  from  his  refusing  to  investigate 
the  case  on  its  merits,  not  from  any  error  he  committed  after  inves- 
tigation. It  appears  to  us  this  is  a  very  different  case.  There  was 
an  examination  of  the  case  here  on  its  merits,  and  it  has  been  the 
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uuiform  practice  of  the  coiirt,  that  when  this  takes  place,  no  matter 
on  what  point  the  case  is  decided;  whether  on  any  of  the  exceptions 
which  makes  a  part  of  the  defence,  or  hy  a  final  judgment  in  favor 
of  either  party,  such  decision  brings  the  whole  case  before  us;  we 
cannot  distinguish  between  this  plea  and  that  of  res  judicata^  simu- 
lation, payment,  prescription,  transaction.  See  Febrero^p.  2,  lib.  3, 
cap.  1,  sect.  4,  nos.  208  and  209;  Curia  Phillip,  p.  1,  Cilaiion,  nos. 
4  and  5. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment  of 
the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  it  is  further 
ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  on  failure  of  the  defendant  to  pay 
the  plaintiffs  the  sum  of  400  dollars,  with  interest  from  the  judicial 
demand  and  costs  of  suit,  in  ten  days  from  the  notice  of  the  judgment, 
the  mortgaged  premises  mentioned  in  the  petition  be  seized  and  sold 
to  satisfy  tne  said  sum  of  400  dollars,  with  interest  and  costs,  as 
affirmed. 

Lockettj  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Derbignj/y  for  the  defendants. 


Miller  et  al  v.  Mercier  et  al.     Ill,  N.  S.  236. 

The  re-enacting  in  the  Civil  Code  the  genera]  proviaiona  in  the  ancient  lawa  of  Uie  coootry, 
doea  not  repeal  the  ejxeptipna  with,  which  the  general  rule  waa  limited. 

FIRST  District 

Porter,  J.,  d^livered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  is  an  action  against  a  third  possessor  of  property^  on  which 
the  plaintiffis  aver  they  have  a  lien,  or  privilege.  The  defendants 
insist  that  the  plaintiffs  cannot  recover  until  they  show  a  judgment 
against  their  principal  debtpr.  ll'hey  also  plead  prescription,  and 
other  pleas.  This  csuse  has  been  already  heard,  and  an  opinion  was 
given  by  this  court  at  last  May  term.  A  rehearing  was  granted,  and 
the  parties  have  been  again  heiard,  on  the  points  on  which  the  defen- 
dants required  a  re-examination. 

The  principal  ground,  on  which  a  ch^ge  of  the  former  judgment 
of  the  court  has  been  insisted  on  is,  that,  no  judgment  has  been  shown 
against  the  principal  debtor,  and  that  the  debt  has  not  been  established. 
To  this  tb^  plaintiffs  reply,  that  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  procure  a 
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jndgmeDt  against  their  debtor^  because  he  has  become  insolvent:  and 
that  the  existence  of  the  debt  is  shown  by  their  being  placed  on  the 
bilan  of  the  bankrupt;  and  by  an  admission  of  the  defendants  on 
record,  that  the  items  mentioned  in  the  account  were  furnished  by 
the  plaintifis  to  Hart,  the  insolvent  debtor,  that  they  were  incorpo- 
rated in  the  cotton  press,  of  which  the  defendants  have  become  the 
purchasers. 

We  have  held,  in  a  variety  of  cases,  that  the  re-enacting  in  the 
Civil  Code,  of  the  general  provisions,  found  in  the  ancient  laws  of 
this  coimtry,  did  not  repeal  the  exceptions  with  which  the  general  rule 
was  limited ;  and  in  the  opinion  lately  delivered  in  the  case  of  Herman 
V,  Sprigg,  ante  J  50,  we  have  again  gone  into  the  reasons  on  which  that 
rule  has  been  established  in  this  court.  An  application  of  this  doctrine 
has  been  made  to  the  subject  now  under  consideration,  in  the  case  of 
Nathan  et  aL  v.  Lee,  2  N.  S,  32.  And  we  are  unable  to  distinguish  on 
principle,  that  case  from  this — for  there  is  the  same  exception  in  the 
Spanish  law  to  the  necessity  of  a  judgment  in  case  of  insolvency, 
diat  there  is  where  the  deed  of  mortgage  contains  the  pact  of  non 
alienando.     Cur.  Phil.  p.  2.  Tercero  poseedoPj  no.,  13. 

The  existence  of  the  debt,  it  appears  to  us,  is  sufficiently  established 
by  the  declaration  of  the  debtor,  in  his  bilan,  taken  with  the  confes- 
sion of  the  defendants  on  record. 

We  have  been  pressed  to  remand  the  cause,  because  the  decision 
of  the  judge,  (^missing  the  case  for  want  of  the  plaintiffs  showing  a 
judgment  against  the  principal  debtor,  prevented  the  defendant  from 
introducing  evidence  to  show  that  the  claim  sued  on  was  unfounded. 
So  far  as  the  record  ^ives  information  on  that  point,  and  to.  it  alone 
must  we  look  when  the  parties  do  not  agree  in  their  statements,,  the 
judgment  appears  to  have  been  rendered  after  the  evidence  was  gon^ 
through.  We  therefore  are  unable  to  discover  any  legal  ground  on 
which  we  can  remand  the  cause. 

The  former  judgment  of  the  court  does  not  require  any  alteration. 

Lockeiif  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Derbigny,  for  the  defendants. 
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Dreux  v.  Dreux's  Syndics-     III,  N-  S.  239. 

FIRST  District. 

The  estate  of  a  husband  is  tacitly  mortgaged  to  secure  the  right 
and  claim  of  a  wife  for  her  paraphernal  eflfects  disposed  of  by  him: 
she  is  entitled  to  preference  over  creditors  merely  chirographic.  In 
the  present  case  she  held  no  instrument  which  could  be  recorded:  her 
mortgage  was  exclusively  tacit. 


Frisby  v.  Sheridan,     III,  N.  S-  242. 

FIRST  District. 

In  this  case  the  defendant,  master  of  a  boat,  negligently  suffered  a 
box  of  drugs  entrusted  to  him  to  be  landed  on  the  way,  and  had  it 
not  ready  to  be  delivered  on  the  arrival  of  the  boat  at  the  place  of 
delivery.  The  plaintiff  had  a  right  to  procure  other  drugs,  and  bring 
his  action  insianter:  he  was  not  bound  to  wait. 


Arnold  v.  Dean-     III,  N.  S.  248. 

FIRST  District. 

Heldy  that  ten  per  cent,  claimed  by  defendant  is  an  unreasonable 
charge  for  commission  on  sales.  The  testimony  shows  the  charge  in 
New  Orleans  to  be  five  per  cent. 
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The  judgment  was  affirmed  with  ten  per  cent,  damages  for  the 
delay  occasioned  by  this  appeal. 

Prestonj  applied  for  a  rehearing,  whereupon, 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

It  having  appeared  to  the  court  that  the  appeal  in  this  case  was 
taken  merely  for  delay,  the  judgment  of  the  inferior  tribunal  was  con- 
firmed with  ten  per  cent,  damages.  This  decision  was  made  on  de- 
liberate conviction,  as  to  the  true  construction  of  the  statute,  and  in 
conformity  with  the  repeated  decisions  of  this  court,  from  its  first  or- 
ganisation, up  to  the  moment  of  rendering  this  decree. 

The  attorney-general,  on  behalf  of  the  defendant,  has  moved  for  a 
rehearing,  and  the  principal  groimds  for  the  application  are:  First,  that 
the  court  has  given  damages  for  a  frivolous  appeal,  which  is  not  one 
of  the  cases  contemplated  by  the  statute.  Secondly,  that  the  causes  in 
which  damages  should  be  accorded,  are  those  where  there  is  great 
doubt  and  difficulty,  and  the  appellee  is  put  to  trouble  and  expense  to 
establish  his  claim.  And  lastly,  that  this  tribunal  is  supported  at  a 
great  expense  by  the  public. 

We  have  given  to  all  these  reasons  our  most  serious  attention,  and 
we  have  thrown  out  of  view  the  weight,  which  the  argument  on  the 
other  side  derives  from  the  continued  practice  in  this  tribunal,  for  if 
we  have  been  travelling  a  wrong  road,  the  sooner  we  retrace  our  steps 
the  better.  The  words,  used  in  the  statute  under  which  this  power 
has  been  exercised,  are, "  the  Supreme  Court  when  theyjshall  affirm  a 
judgment,  may  adjudge  to  the  respondent  such  damages  and  interest 
as  they  shall  think  a  sufficient  compensation  for  the  loss  and  prejudice 
he  may  have  suffered  in  consequence  of  the  appeal."  No  particular 
class  of  cases  are  here  designated.  It  has  been  left  to  the  court  to 
give  the  law  an  application  to  any  case  in  which  it  was  conceived  the 
respondent  suffered  loss  and  prejudice.  The  only  cases  to  which  it 
has  yet  been  applied,  are  those  where  it  was  manifest  the  appellant 
did  not  bring  up  the  cause  to  have  errors  in  the  judgment  corrected, 
but  merely  to  delay  its  execution.  Such  appeals  must  necessarily  be 
a  loss  and  prejudice  to  the  appellee,  because  they  prevent  his  obtain- 
ing that,  to  which  the  justice  of  his  country  has  said  he  is  entitled. 
They  are  without  justification  on  the  part  of  the  appellant,  and  are 
therefore  proper  cases  (at  least  so  we  have  thought)  for  affording  com- 
pensation in  damages.  Whether  it  is  said  in  pronouncing  the  judg- 
ment of  the  coiurt,  that  these  damages  are  given  to  the  appellee  be- 
cause he  has  been  improperly  brought  here;  or  granted  because  he 
has  suffered  loss  and  prejudice  by  the  appeal,  is  in  our  view  the  same 
thing,  for  the  one  is  a  necessary  consequence  of  the  other.  Nor  can 
we  perceive  it  makes  any  difference,  whether  it  is  said  the  appellant 
shall  pay  because  he  has  inflicted  an  injury;  or  that  the  appellee  shall 
recover,  because  he  has  sustained  one.  We  are  therefore  satisfied 
that  a  rehearing  should  not  be  granted,  because  the  expressions  used 
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ill  our  former  judgment,  declare,  that  damages  are  given  for  the  frivo- 
lous appeal. 

And  still  less  do  we  deem  it  necessary  to  re-examine  the  cause,  on 
the  ground,  that  damages  should  only  be  given,  where  appeals  are 
taken  on  difficult  and  doubtful  matters.  It  may  be  true  that  there  are 
cases,  where,  even  on  a  strong  contest  as  to  the  law  and  the  facts,  the 
judgment  would  be  confirmed  with  damages  for  bringing  the  cause 
before  the  appellate  court.  Though  it  is  not  exactly  seen  by  us  what 
good  reason  could  be  assigned  for  it,  or  how  the  exercise  of  a  legal 
and  constitutional  right  to  call  for  our  judgment,  could  be  considered 
as  a  loss  and  prejudice  to  the  appellee.  But  admitting  there  might 
be  such  cases,  wo  are  most  clear  they  are  not  the  only  ones,  and  that 
the  appellee  may  suffer  loss  and  prejudice,  when  the  appellant  appeals 
without  cause,  as  well  as  when  he  has  good  reason  for  doing  so. 

But  in  this  case  we  are  told,  it  was  impossible  the  plaintiflf  could 
have  been  at  loss  and  prejudice  by  the  appeal,  because  the  matter  in 
dispute  was  only  20  dollars;  that  it  was  so  plain  the  judge  could  have 
seen  on  opening  the  record  there  was  not  the  slightest  ground  for 
doubting  the  correctness  of  the  judgment  of  the  court  below;  and  that 
therefore  the  appellee  had  no  occasion  to  employ  counsel,  or  to  put 
himself  to  either  expense  or  trouble. 

If  the  judgment  was  so  clearly  correct,  as  to  have  been  apparent  on 
the  first  inspection,  then  the  defendant  appealed  for  no  other  purpose 
but  to  delay  and  defeat  justide.  In  doing  so  he  injured  the  plaintiff", 
and  he  ought  to  pay  damages  for  it.  And  it  does  appear  to  us,  to  the 
last  degree,  strange,  that  the  defendant  should  urge  the  total  want  of 
any  ground  for  appeal,  as  the  reason  why  he  was  authorised  to  take 
it,  and  force  the  plaintiff"  to  follow  him  here  to  have  the  judgment  con- 
firmed. 

As  to  this  court  being  a  great  expense  to  the  public,  we  do  not  see 
in  that  remark  any  reasons  for  granting  a  rehearing  between  these 
parties. 

Morse  and  May  bin  y  for  the  plaintiff". 

Preston,  for  the  defendant. 


Turner  v.  Hickey.     Ill,  N.  S.  256. 

THIRD  District. 

Heldy  that  if  a  bill  of  exchange  be  given  in  payment  of  a  precedent 
debt,  the  drawer  is  responsible  if  it  return  dishonored. 
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Butler  V.  Kenner  et  al.     Ill,  N.  S.  257. 

FIRST  District. 

Judgment  confirmed  with  damages  on  an  appeal  for  delajr. 


Lemos  v.  Duralde.     Ill,  N.  S.  258. 

FIRST  District. 

Petitioner  being  the  maker  of  a  note  which  bore  mortgage,  and 
having  paid  it,  took  it  to  the  recorder  of  mortgages  and  required  him 
to  raise  the  mortgage.  The  latter  refused,  saying  that  he  did  not 
know  the  signatures  of  the  persons  on  the  note,  and  he  did  not 
think  the  act  authorised  the  recorder  to  cancel  the  mortgage.  Plain- 
tiff relied  on  the  Civil  Code,  466,  art.  64,  act  of  1817,  61,  sect.  3. 
Defendant  relied  on  the  custom  which  prevails,  that  the  person 
who  wished  to  raise  a  mortgage  must  do  so  by  an  authentic  act 
before  a  notary,  and  on  the  production  of  this  act  that  the  recorder 
should  cancel  the  mortgage:  this,  for  the  ascertaining  of  the  identity 
of  all  persons  appearing  before  them.  The  court  waived  the  decision 
whether  under  the  act  of  1817,  the  bearer  of  a  note,  such  as  that 
alluded  to  in  the  statute,  has  not  a  right  to  compel  the  erasure  of  the 
mortgage  on  exhibiting  it.  Decided^  that  when  the  debtor  presents 
himself  in  order  to  have  a  lien  taken  off  his  property,  he  should  show 
the  consent  of  those  in  whom  the  lien  was  vested,  and  that  by  as 
high  evidence  as  that  by  which  the  lien  was  created. 
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Bainbridge  v.  Clay.     Ill,  N.  S.  262. 

FIRST  District. 

The  proceedings  of  a  debtor  against  his  creditors  is  res  inter  alios 
acta^  as  to  one  who  is  not  on  the  bilan,  and  of  which  claim  no  nnen- 
tion  is  made.    FebrerOyp.  2,  b.  3,  c.  3,  no.  14,  and  wo.  21. 


Robertson  v.  Nott     III,  N.  S.  268- 

FIRST  District. 

The  presumption  which  arises  from  a  bill  being  drawn  in  the 
usual  form,  that  it  was  intended  it  might  be  negotiated^  yields  to  tes- 
timony of  the  contrary. 


Durnford  v.  Ayme.     Ill,  N.  S.  270. 

The  pleas  of  usury,  fraud,  and  want  of  consideration,  do  not  waive  the  greneral  issue. 
An  act  of  the  legislature  cannot  affect  instruments  executed  before  its  passage. 

FIRST  District. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  case  is  before  us  on  two  bills  of  exceptions. 

The  first  is  to  the  opinion  of  the  judge  a  quo,  allowing  leave  to 
the  defendant  to  strike  out  the  pleas  of  usury,  fraud,  and  want  of 
consideration. 
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Hie  general  issue  was  pleaded,  and  it  is  urged  that  the  court,  by 
allowing  the  pleas  to  be  stricken  out,  erroneously  deprived  the  plain- 
tiff of  the  acquired  right  in  the  admission,  resulting  from  these  pleas, 
of  the  fact  incumbent  on  him  to  prove,  on  the  general  issue. 

The  second  bill  is  to  the  opinion  of  the  judge,  on  refusing  the  tes- 
timony of  the  maker,  to  establish  the  signature  of  the  endorser  and 
payee. 

It  is  urged,  that  by  a  late  act  of  the  general  assembly,  the  maker 
of  the  note  i^,  in  a  case  like  this,  expressly  declared  inadmissible; 
and  that  even  before  the  act  he  could  not  be  heard — having  an  inte- 
rest to  charge  the  payee;  against  whom  he  may  avail  himself  of  any 
equitable  circumstance,  which  he  could  not  oppose  to  an  endorsee, 
and  the  great  bias  he  is  under  to  support  the  note,  which  in  this  case 
is  one  of  accommodation*  and  to  prevent  the  suspicion  of  forgery 
which  would  attach  on  him,  if  the  signature  be  not  what  it  purports 
to  be. 

1.  The  pleas  of  usury,  fraud,  and  want  of  consideration,  are  not  in 
this  case  a  waiver  of  the  general  issue,  for  neither  is  inconsistent  with 
it.  Those  pleas  are  erroneously  assimilated  to  that  of  payment. 
Payment  is  the  extinguishment  of  a  debt,  and  he  who  avers  that  he 
paid,  extinguished  a  debt,  impliedly  admits  it  had  an  existence,  for 
that  alone  renders  it  capable  of  being  extinguished. 

It  is  true,  these  pleas  of  usury,  fraud,  and  want  of  consideration, 
are  useless  and  of  no  avail,  if  the  debt  be  not  proved.  In  this  they 
resemble  the  plea  of  payment  But  they  do  not,  like  it,  exclude  the 
idea  that  the  debt  did  not  exist.  Far  from  it,  they  aver  it  did  not 
ripen  into  a  demand. 

Prom  the  imperfection  of  human  judgment,  the  idea  of  the  pos- 
ability  of  a  fact,  which  never  happened,  being  legally  established, 
cannot  be  rejected.  Witnesses  ma^  err,  may  prevaricate.  A  note 
may  have  been  written  over  my  signature,  carelessly  put  at  too  great 
adi3tance  from  the  writing  I  was  desirous  of  attesting;  and  it  may 
possibly  be  out  of  my  power  to  prove  the  fraud;  yet  this  ought  not  to 
prevent  one  from  pleading  the  general  issue.  And  if  I  have  a  claim 
against  the  plaintiff,  I  ought  to  be  allowed  to  provide  the  means  of 
availing  myself  of  it,  if  I  fail  in  the  general  issue;  which  would  be 
waiv^  by  an  absolute  plea  of  payment. 

In  the  present  case  the  usury,  fraud,  and  want  of  consideration, 
attach  on  the  endorsement  the  act  by  which  the  plaintiff  acquired  a 
title  to  the  contents  of  the  note.  The  defendant  may  well  say  he  did 
not  endorse  the  note,  and  show  the  maker  was  imposed  on  by  fraud, 
that  an  advantage  was  taken  of  her  necessities,  by  obtaining  the  note 
through  usury,  apd  without  a  serious  consideration. 

We  think  the  leave  was  properly  granted. 

2.  The  act  of  assembly  invoked,  being  posterior  to  the  endorse- 
Bient  of  the  note^  should  not  take  away  the  right  to  the  testimony 
which  the  plaintiff  had  previously  acquired.  The  legislature  could 
Vol.  III.— 8 
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[Darnford  v.  Ay  me.] 
not  destroy  the  debt;  consequently  they  could  not  take  away  the 
means  of  proving  it. 

It  does  not  appear  to  us  that  the  maker  of  a  note  was  before  the 
act  an  inadmissible  witness  against  the  payee  and  endorser. 

It  is  not  an  objection  to  a  witness,  that  he  is  a  party  to  the  note 
sued  on,  imless  he  be  interested  in  the  event  of  the  suit,  or  the  verdict 
sought  to  be  obtained  with  the  aid  of  his  testimony,  may  be  in  evi- 
dence in  his  favor  in  another  suit. 

If  the  interest  of  a  witness  inclines  him  as  much  to  one  side  as  the 
other,  so  as  upon  the  whole,  to  make  him  indiflferent,  in  point  of  sub- 
stantial interest,  whether  the  verdict  be  for  the  plaintiff  or  defendant, 
he  is  a  competent  witness  for  either. 

Here  the  witness  was,  it  is  true,  a  party  to  the  note,  but  the  verdict 
to  be  given  would  be  as  to  her  res  inter  alios  acta;  and  could  not  be 
evidence  for  or  against  her.  She  had  no  substantial  interest  in  the 
event  of  the  suit.  The  plaintiff,  it  is  true,  in  case  he  failed  against 
the  endorser,  might  sue  her;  so  he  might,  even  if  he  succeeded,  unless 
he  actually  obtained  payment.  If  the  defendant  failed,  she  was  liable 
to  his  action  after  the  plaintiff  was  paid.  The  suit  found  her  suable 
at  its  inception,  and  left  her  so  at  its  conclusion.  The  satisfaction  of 
the  judgment  obtained  by  the  plaintiff,  had  the  effect,  it  is  true,  of 
changing  her  responsibility. 

In  case  she  had  an  equitable  defence,  to  oppose  to  the  payee, 
which  she  could  not  to  the  endorsee,  she  placed  herself  in  duriori 
casu  by  supporting  the  defence,  and  she  had  therefore  an  interest  to 
support  the  claim.  This  may  be  true,  but  courts  must  act  on  cases 
as  they  are,  not  as  they  may  possibly  be.  The  circumstance  of  the 
witness  having  such  an  equitable  defence,  if  it  may  work  an  excep- 
tion to  the  general  rule,  ought  to  be  alleged  and  shown.  The  party 
in  such  a  case  must  establish  the  facts  on  which  it  may  rest  by  the 
voir  dire  of  the  witness  or  other  proof. 

It  is  also  true,  if  the  plaintiff  succeeds,  the  witness  will  be  liable 
to  the  present  defendant  for  the  amount  of  the  note,  and  the  costs  and 
damages,  which  may  result  from  his  neglect  to  take  up  his  accommo- 
dation note.  Of  the  bias  which  this  sort  of  interest  may  create,  the 
plaintiff  might  complain,  but  the  defendant  cannot,  for  to  him  it  will 
be  favorable. 

The  interest  which  repels  a  witness  must  be  a  substantial  one,  t.  c, 
a  pecuniary  one,  affecting  in  some  manner  his  property;  it  does  not 
suffice  that  it  affects  his  feelings,  his  affections,  or  his  wishes. 

Husband  and  wife  are  excluded,  because  they  have  a  great  identity 
of  interest.  Ascendants  and  descendants  for  the  same  reason,  being 
forced  heirs.  The  common  law  of  England,  to  which  forced  heirship 
is  unknown,  admits  the  parent  to  testify  for  the  child,  and  vice  versa. 
The  factor  or  agent  testifies  for  his  principal  in  mattera  intrusted  to 
him.  A  party  charged  with  the  forgery  of  the  note,  sued  on,  and 
actually  imprisoned  in  consequence  of  the  charge,  has  been  admitted. 
Phillips'  Evidence. 
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We  think  the  judge  a  quo  erred  in  rejecting  the  witness.  Her  de- 
position came  up  with  the  record,  and  had  not  one  of  the  parties 
demanded  a  jury  trial,  we  might  have  examined  the  case  on  the 
merits.    This  circumstance  prevents  it. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  and  the  case 
remanded,  with  directions  to  the  judge  a  quo^  not  to  reject  the  testi- 
mony of  the  maker  of  the  note;  and  it  is  ordered  that  the  defendant 
and  appellee  pay  costs  in  this  court. ' 

Hennen  and  Whiter  for  the  plaintiff. 

MazureaUy  for  the  defendant. 


Clay  V.  Oldham.     Ill,  N.  S.  276: 

FIRST  District. 

If  part  of  the  plaintiff's  answer  to  interrogatories  be  stricken  out, 
the  defendant  is  not  entitled  to  further  time  to  except  to  what  remains. 

If  a  party  be  called  on  by  an  interrogatory  to  state  whether  he 
have  a  paper  in  his  possession,  and  he  answer  in  the  aflSrmative,  it  is 
sufficient  if  he  produce  it  on  the  trial,  and  the  opposite  party  is  not 
entitled  to  a  continuance  to  examine  it. 

If  the  proceedings  have  been  changed  from  ihejuicio  executivo  to 
ihejuicio  ordinarioj  judgment  may  be  given  generally  against  the 
defendant.  FebrerOjp,  2,  /.  3,  c.  2,  sect.  2,  no.  115;  Curia  Phil.j  /?. 
2yjuicto  executivo f  no.  1. 


Miller  v.  Pierce.     Ill,  N.  S.  284. 

FIRST  District. 

Though  the  judge  a  quo  may  have  charged  erroneously,  yet  if 
justice  be  done,  judgment  will  not  be  disturbed. 
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Boyd  et  al  v.  Howard.     Ill,  N.  S.  286. 

FIRST  District 

The  petitioQ  claimed  the  price  of  a  number  of  barrels  of  flour,  at  a 
sum  certain;  though  there  was  no  claim  ioi  ^  quantum  valebant^ 
he  may  yet  prove  the  value  and  recover  it 


Millaudon  v.  Soubercase.     Ill,  N.  S.  287. 

The  action  of  ^uantt  minorU  most  be  broaght  within  one  jeor, 

FIRST  District 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

The  plaintiff  claims  from  the  defendant  a  sum  of  money  which  he 
states  the  defendant  owes  him  in  consequence  of  selling  a  quantity  of 
cotton,  as  merchantable  and  of  first  quality,  when  the  same  was 
fraudulently  packed,  and  no  part  of  it  equal  to  the  description,  except 
the  outside  of  the  bales. 

The  defendant  denies  the  fact,  avers  that  he  acted  only  as  agent  in 
the  sale  of  the  cotton,  and  pleads  prescription. 

The  evidence  shows  clearly  that  the  plaintiff  has  sustained  an 
injury;  the  only  question  is  whether  he  has  commenced  his  action  in 
suflScient  time  to  recover. 

The  sale  was  made  in  New  Orleans,  on  the  22d  of  February,  1818, 
the  action  was  commenced  on  the  23d  of  June,  1821. 

On  behalf  of  the  defendant,  it  was  urged  that  this  is  nothing  more 
than  an  action  quanti  minoriSy  to  wit,  one  for  the  reduction  of  the 
price,  in  consequence  of  a  defect  in  the  thing  sold,  and  that  such 
action  must  be  commenced  within  twelve  months  from  the  date  of 
the  sale,  or  at  least  from  the  time  within  which  the  defect  became 
known  to  the  purchaser.  Curia  Philip,  lib.  1,  cap.  13,  nos.  I  and  9; 
11  Martin,  11. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JANUARY  TERM,  1825.  89 

[MiUandon  o.  Soabercate.] 

On  that  of  the  plaintiff,  it  was  urged,  that  this  was  not  an  action  of 
quanti  minorisy  but  one  claiming  damage  for  a  fraud  practised  on 
him,  and  we  are  referred  to  the  6th  law  of  the  16th  title  of  the  7th 
Partida,  by  which  it  is  provided  that  he  who  has  been  defrauded, 
roay  bring  suit  for  reparation  at  any  time  within  two  years,  but  not 
after,  unless  he  has  sustained  damage,  and  that  if  he  has,  he  may 
claim  amends  of  the  wrong-doer  at  any  time  within  thirty  years. 

It  is  not  easy  to  reconcile  the  different  provisions  of  the  Spanish 
law  in  regard  to  these  actions;  for  we  find  that  the  action  of  quanti 
minoris  is  given  in  cases  where  the  seller  knew  the  defects  of  the 
thing  sold,  as  well  as  those  wherein  he  was  ignorant  of  them,  and 
acting  in  good  faith.  Curia  Philip,  lib.  cap.  13,  no.  10;  Commercio 
TerresteTy  Par.  5,  tit.  5,  let/  65.  Perhaps  the  true  imderstanding  of 
them  is  that  the  buyer  has  the  choice  of  either  action,  in  case  the 
seller  has  acted  fraudulently.  On  this  point  however,  we  express  no 
opinion.  For  the  petition  does  not  charge  the  defendant  with  having 
fiaudulently  sold  the  cotton;  it  states  that  a  certain  quantity  of  that 
article  was  sold  by  him,  which  was  fraudulently  packed.  Which 
assertion  by  no  means  implies  that  the  defendant  had  knowledge  of 
the  feet.  In  almost  every  case  where  cotton  is  fraudulently  baled  at 
the  gins,  the  seller  in  this  place,  if  a  merchant  or  broker,  is  innocent 
of  any  participation  in  the  cheat  committed.  The  evidence  taken 
does  not  in  any  respect  show  the  conduct  of  the  defendant  in  a 
different  light  from  that  which  the  plaintiff  has  represented  it  in  the 
petition.  The  knowledge  of  the  defect  in  the  interior  of  the  bales  is 
not  brought  home  to  him.  The  circumstances  attending  the  sale, 
and  the  character  in  which  he  acted,  exclude  the  presumption  of 
fraud.  The  purchaser  in  Bordeaux  might  as  well  have  accused  the 
plaintiff  of  knowing  in  what  manner  the  interior  of  the  bales  was 
filled. 

Considering,  therefore,  the  action  to  be  one  of  quanti  minoris j  and 
that  it  was  not  brought  within  the  time  prescribed  by  law, 

It  is  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  and  it  is  further  ordered, 
adjudged  and  decreed,  that  there  be  judgment  for  defendant  as  in  case 
of  nonsuit,  with  costs  in  both  courts. 
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Banks  v.  Eastin*     III,  N*  S.  391. 

FIRST  District. 

If  the  note  be  regularly  endorsed^  the  defendant  cannot  put  the 
plaintiff  on  the  proof  of  his  right  to  it. 

Unless  there  is  an  allegation  that  the  plaintiff  did  not  come  to  it 
bona  fide. 

An  endorsement  in  blanks  makes  the  note  payable  to  bearer. 


Allard  et  al  v.  Lobau.     Ill,  N,  S.  293. 

FIRST  District 

Every  affidavit  for  a  continuance,  should  contain  a  declaration 
that  the  evidence  is  material,  that  due  diligence  has  been  used  to 
procure  it:  that  there  is  an  expectation  it  will  be  had,  and  that  the 
application  is  not  made  for  delay. 

A  judgment  against  a  person  who  sues  to  abate  a  nuisance^  does 
not  form  res  judicata  against  another  who  brings  a  similar  action. 

The  right  conferred  on  the  Navigation  Company,  to  make  a  road 
along  the  banks  of  the  bayou  St  Jean,  is  not  a  surrender  of  the 
sovereignty  of  the  public. 

A  squatter  on  public  lands  has  no  right  to  object  to  a  road  being 
run  through  his  possessions. 

Parol  evidence  cannot  be  given  of  the  contents  of  a  grant 

The  right  of  the  public  to  make  roads,  is  not  limited  to  the  banks 
of  navigable  streams. 

Possession  cannot  be  pleaded  against  the  public,  unless  it  is  imme- 
morial. 
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Labarre  v.  Lambert     III,  N.  S.  300. 

The  plaintiff  may,  by  the  introdaction  of  evidence  by  the  defendant,  obtain  judgment,  on 
ft  different  ground  from  that  prayed  for  in  the  petition. 

FIRST  District 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  petition  states  Mrs.  Lambert  sold  the  plaintiff  a  negro,  who 
soon  after  the  sale  went  away,  and  was  afterwards  found  in  the  pos- 
session of  one  Tyrrel,  (in  the  state  of  Mississippi,)  who  claimed  him 
under  a  title  anterior  to  Mrs.  Lambert's;  whereupon  the  plaintiff 
brought  suit  against  Tyrrel,  and  gave  notice  to  his  vendor  that  she 
might  support  her  title.  He  concluded  with  a  praver  that  she  might 
be  decreed  to  pay  back  the  price,  with  the  costs  oi  the  suit,  and  that 
he  might  have  further  relief. 

The  answer  denies  that  the  disturbance  complained  of  in  the  peti- 
tion, gave  rise  to  an  action  against  her,  the  suit  against  Tyrrel,  by  the 
plaintiff,  on  showing,  being  still  undetermined. 

At  the  trial,  the  plaintiff  introduced,  without  any  opposition,  the 
record  of  his  suit  against  Tyrrel,  which  had  in  the  meanwhile  been 
determined;  and  in  which  Tyrrel  had  prevailed. 

The  district  judge  was  of  opinion  that  the  plaintiff  had  no  cause  of 
action  on  the  inception  of  the  suit,  Tyrrel  having  then  no  judgment, 
and  the  plaintiff's  situation,  in  the  present  suit,  was  not  bettered  by 
the  judgment  afterwards  obtained  by  Tyrrel.  He  accordingly  non- 
suited the  plaintiff,  who  appealed. 

The  answer  admits,  because  it  does  not  deny,  what  the  plaintiff 
alleged,  viz.  that  Tyrrel  detained  the  slave  as  his  own  property,  and  on 
the  allegation  of  a  title  to  him  anterior  to  Mrs.  Lambert's.  The  plain- 
tiff has  since  shown,  without  any  opposition,  that  in  the  suit  he  brought 
against  Tyrrel  and  of  which  he  gave  notice  to  his  vendor,  that  she 
might  support  her  title,  Tyrrel  has  prevailed,  and  the  plaintiff  lost 
his  slave. 

On  the  petition  and  answer,  the  case  stood,  quasi  on  a  demurrer  at 
common  law,  and  the  question  was  merely  one  of  law,  whether  the 
plaintiff's  action  was  not  premature,  the  suit  against  Tyrrel  being 
undetermined.  The  defendant  suffered  the  issue  to  be  changed,  by 
allowing  the  introduction  of  the  record  of  the  suit  against  T3rrrel.  It 
shows  the  latter  prevailed.  The  consequence  is  that  the  plaintiff  must 
have  judgment  on  a  different  ground,  from  that  he  had  claimed  in  the 
petition,  i.  e.,  because  he  has  been  evicted  on  a  suit  of  which  he  gave 
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due  notice  to  the  vendor,  requiring  her  to  come  and  support  her  title, 
which  she  neglected  to  do. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment  of 
the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  and  that  the  plain- 
tiff recover  from  the  defendant,  Mrs.  Lambert,  732  dollars,  the  price 
of  the  slave,  with  interest  from  the  inception  of  the  suit,  and  24  dol- 
lars, being  the  cost  of  the  suit  against  Tyrrel,and  costs  in  both  courts, 
and  that  the  case  be  remanded  for  further  proceedings  against  P.  K. 
Wagner,  the  vendor  of  Mrs.  Lambert,  cited  as  warranty. 

SegherSj  for  the  plaintiff. 

Canorij  for  the  defendant. 


Brent  v.  Erwin.     Ill,  N-  S.  303. 

If  the  note  alle^d  to  have  been  lost,  is  admitted  to  have  been  execated,  and  it  was  proved 
it  was  protested  and  afterwards  returned  to  the  plaintiff,  so  that  an  endorsee  would 
acquire  it  subject  to  all  the  equity,  that  might  be  opposed  to  the  plaintiff,  he  will  not 
be  compelled  to  give  surety. 

FOURTH  District. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  plaintiff  claims,  as  endorsee,  payment  of  the  defendant's  note, 
which  it  is  alleged  was  protested,  at  maturity,  and  afterwards  pur- 
loined from  the  plaintiff's  possession.  He  had  judgment  on  the  plea 
of  the  general  issue,  and  the  defendant  appealed. 

On  the  trial,  the  plaintiff  offered  in  evidence  his  own  affidavit  of  the' 
manner  in  which  the  note  was  purloined  or  lost,  his  advertisements 
for  the  recovery  of  it,  and  evidence  of  his  conversation  with  a  person 
near  him,  at  the  time  of  this  alleged  purloining  or  loss.  These  docu- 
ments were  received  notwithstanding  the  defendant's  objections,  and 
he  took  bills  of  exceptions. 

As  the  case  may  well  be  disposed  of,  on  the  evidence  which  was 
received  without  opposition,  we  have  thought  it  proper  to  reserve  the 
consideration  of  the  admissibility  of  the  evidence  objected  to  for  a  case 
in  which  the  consideration  may  be  necessary. 

The  written  evidence  not  objected  to  consists  of  a  copy  of  the  note 
and  protest  and  three  letters  of  the  defendant,  who  admitted  his  sig- 
natures thereto. 
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The  note  copied  on  the  back  of  the  protest,  is  a  copy  of  that  which 
is  annexed  to  the  petition,  and  the  protest  states  that  the  defendant, 
on  the  original  being  exhibited  to  him  by  the  oflScer,  on  the  day  of 
payment,  answered,  he  would  not  pay  said  note. 

The  defendant's  letters,  the  first  of  wliich  bears  date  a  few  weeks 
after  the  protest,  contain  offers  to  settle  the  plaintiflPs  demand  for  3250 
dollars,  the  exact  amount  of  the  note  sued  on,  by  giving  other  notes, 
or  an  acceptance  at  twelve  months  in  New  Orleans:  and  in  the  latter 
the  defendant  announces  the  approach  of  Robertson,  his  son  in  law, 
diarged  with  the  explanation  of  his  intention  to  the  defendant. 

The  parol  evidence  consists  of  the  testimony  of  the  officer  who 
protest^  the  note,  who  declares  the  copy  of  it  and  of  the  protest  an- 
nexed to  the  petition  is  a  true  one,  that  he  delivered  the  original  to 
the  plaintiff  after  the  protest;  that  he  knows  the  signatures  of  the  de- 
fendant, at  the  foot  of  the  note,  and  that  of  the  payee  and  plaintiff's 
endorser  on  the  bank. 

The  testimony  of  Robertson,  the  bearer  of  the  last  letter  of  the  de- 
fendant to  the  plaintiff,  shows  that  the  proposition  made  to  the  latter, 
was  to  give  him  the  acceptance  of  a  mercantile  house  in  New  Orleans 
at  twelve  months,  on  his  giving  security,  and  the  use  of  four  negroes 
during  one  year. 

We  think  the  defendant,  by  suffering  the  above  documents  and 
testimony  to  be  admitted,  has  relieved  the  plaintiff  from  the  difficulty 
he  would  have  been  in,  had  any  evidence,  written  or  oral,  of  the  con- 
tents of  the  note,  been  resisted,  till  its  absence  from  the  plaintiff 's 
hands  was  accounted  for.     1  N.  S,  446;  5  Martiriy  442. 

It  is  not  alleged  that  the  note,  or  any  part  of  it,  was  paid. 

The  only  points  at  issue,  are  whether  the  defendant  made  the  note 
sued  on,  and  whether  it  was  endorsed  to  the  plaintiff  by  the  payee. 

We  think  the  production  of  the  protest  and  copy,  and  the  testimony 
of  the  officer  who  made  the  protest,  establish  these  two  facts. 

He  swears  he  knows  the  signatures  at  the  foot  and  back  of  the 
note;  and  we  conclude  that  this  is  evidence  not  only  of  his  knowledge 
or  acquaintance  with  the  handwriting,  but  also  of  his  belief  of  its 
genuineness. 

The  defendant's  own  letters  strongly  corroborate  the  evidence  re- 
sulting from  these  documents  and  testimony.  He  admits  he  owes 
the  plaintiff  the  exact  amount  of  the  note,  and  offers  to  settle  the 
same,  if  time  and  security  are  given,  with  the  douceur  of  one  year's 
labor  of  four  negroes. 

Security  is  required;  for  what?  The  answer  which  the  facts  of 
the  case  suggest  is,  against  the  chance  of  the  note  being  produced  by 
a  finder,  or  one  to  whom  it  might  have  been  transferred. 

A  douceur;  for  what?  As  a  compensation  for  relieving  the  plain- 
tiff from  the  difficulty  in  which  the  absence  of  the  note  from  his 
hands  placed  him.  These  are  the  answers  which  the  facts,  as  ex- 
plained, naturally  fnrnish. 

It  appears  that  the  note  was  returned  by  the  officer  to  the  plaintiff. 
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after  the  protest;  it  is  clear  that  any  person  obtaining  it  afterwards 
received  or  found  it  burthened  with  the  obligation  of  allowing  any 
equitable  plea,  which  might  be  opposed  to  it,  in  the  hands  of  the 
present  plaintiff;  the  district  court  did  not  err  in  refraining  from  re- 
quiring him  to  give  security  for  the  defendant's  indemnification. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Watts  and  Lobdell^  for  the  plaintiff. 

Grymes^  for  the  defendant. 


Chalmers  et  al  v.  Stow.     Ill,  N.  S.  307. 

FIRST  District. 

In  the  first  district,  an  application  for  leave  to  amend,  is  too  late 
on  the  day  the  causes  are  set  down  for  trial. 

Talesmen  may  be  summoned,  without  first  exhausting  all  legal 
means  to  compel  the  attendance  of  jurymen  on  the  panel.  2  Mar- 
tin's Digest  J  142,  182,  and  192. 


Nichol  V.  De  Ende.     Ill,  N.  S*  310. 

FIRST  District. 

The  sheriff  may,  at  any  time,  be  allowed  to  perfect  his  return,  by 
signing  it. 

The  endorsee  of  a  note,  secured  by  a  mortgage,  may,  after  he  has 
paid  it,  have  an  order  of  seizure  and  sale;  but  he  must  prove  the 
facts  that  entitle  him  to  do  so,  by  evidence  of  as  high  a  nature,  as 
the  deed  of  mortgage. 
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Debuys  v.  Moller6.     Ill,  N.  S.  318, 

SECOND  District 

Parol  evidence  is  admissible  to  prove  the  promise  of  an  endorser, 
subsequent  to  protest,  to  pay. 


Schlater  v.  Broaddus.     HI,  N.  S.  321. 

FIRST  District 

The  defendants  may  offer  evidence  to  show  that  no  property 
belonging  to  them  was  attached.  It  is  not  for  the  owner  alone  to 
plead  this.     See  Woodward  et  al.  v.  Braynard  ei  al.y  6  Martin,  578. 
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Lincoln  et  al.  v.  Visoso.    Ill,  N.  S.  325. 

FIRST  District. 

This  was  a  question  of  fact 

Decided  J  if  the  vendor,  after  the  sale,  promises  to  send  the  thing 
on  board  of  a  vessel,  and  through  the  neglect  of  the  pers  n  he 
employs,  it  be  lost,  the  vendee  may  refuse  the  payment  of  the  price. 


Richards  v.  Nolan  et  al^    III,  N.  S.  336. 

THIRD  District. 

Decided,  a  receipt  acknowledging  payment  for  a  lot  is  evidence 
of  a  sale.  Toulliery  Droit  Civil  Franfaisy  no.  8,  cap,  6,  sect,  1  and 
2,  nos,  321  and  327. 

The  evidence  establishes  that  both  vendor  and  vendee  continued  to 
reside  on  the  premises  after  the  sale.  In  such  a  case  possession  fol- 
lows title.  Consequently  the  defendants  could  not  seize  and  sell  the 
property  as  that  of  the  vendor.  If  they,  or  either  of  them  had  a  pre- 
vious lien,  they  should  have  proceeded  against  the  plaintiff  who  stood 
in  relation  to  them  as  a  third  possessor,  by  the  action  of  mortgage. 
If  the  sale  to  the  plaintiff  was  fraudulent,  suit  should  have  been 
brought  to  set  it  aside.  They  could  not  treat  it  as  a  nullity,  and  sell 
the  property  as  if  no  alienation  had  taken  place.  Civil  Code,  460,  art. 
40,41,  42,  43;  Curia  Phil,  lib,  2,  verba  JtevocaioriOy  nos,  1  and  2;  9 
Martin,  649;  Jbid,  535. 

*  This  case  was  now  heard  ex  parte,  and  when  the  point  waa  afterwards  raised,  a 
different  doctrine  was  laid  down  upon  ar^rumont  See  Poet  v,  Morgan,  6  Mtrtin^  N.  8, 
142. 
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Lacroix  v.  Menard.     Ill,  N.  S.  339. 

FIRST  District. 

An  intervening  party  naay  demand  to  have  his  case  tried  by  a 
jury.    9  A/ar/i/i,  381. 


Louisiana  State  Bank  v.  Flood.     Ill,  N.  S.  341. 

FIRST  District 

Whether  the  distmction  of  public  andprivaie  acts  of  the  legislature, 
be  known  ia  this  state  ? 

If  it  be,  the  act,  incorporating  the  state  bank,  is  a  public  one. 

A  party  sued  by  the  state  bank  cannot  j^ead  that  the  directors 
have  neglected  to  take  the  oath  required  by  law,  under  the  plea  that 
the  election  bad  not  been  legally  holden. 


Canonge  v.  Louisiana  State  Bank.     Ill,  N.  S.  344. 

FIRST  District. 

The  bank  cannot  contest  the  right  of  the  person  who  lodged  a 
note  with  them,  to  it 

The  bank  may  be  sued  for  neglect,  in  protesting  the  note  and 
giving  notice,  before  the  holder  proceeds  against  his  endorser. 

The  record  of  a  suit  against  Cauchoix,  one  of  the  endorsees,  who 
succeeded  in  avoiding  payment  on  the  ground  of  want  of  due  notice 
of  protest,  was  received  in  evidence,  as  in  the  case  of  Montillet  v. 
The  Bank  of  the  United  States.     10  Martin^  365;  9  Ibid.  379. 
Vol.  III.— 9 
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Rowel  V.  Bohler  et  al    III,  N.  S.  848. 

THIRD  District. 

According  to  the  general  principles  of  our  laws,  a  mortgage 
creditor  is  bound,  before  he  can  legally  seize  hypothecated  property 
in  the  hands  of  a  third  possessor,  regularly  to  pursue  his  action  of 
mortgage,  t.  «.,  to  obtain  judgment  against  the  original  debtor,  to 
produce  it  and  the  act  of  mortgage,  and  give  ten  days'  notice  to  the 
possessor,  &c.  But  there  are  several  exceptions  to  these  rules;  one 
of  which  is  the  insolvency  of  the  debtor  and  cession  of  his  goods. 
From  the  evidence  of  the  case,  the  appellee,  Mrs.  Fulton,  is  clearly 
entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  exception,  as  it  is  shown  that  her 
husband  has  long  since  made  a  surrender  of  his  property,  and  is 
apparently  insolvent.     See  FebrerOypart.  2,  book  3,  chap,  2,  no.  85. 

In  the  same  authority  another  exception  is  found  to  the  general 
rule:  that  is,  where  the  title  under  which  the  third  person  possesses, 
is  evidently  null,  "en  cuyocaso^y  no  en  otro,st  admete  la  excepcion 
nulidady  como  noiona,  para  poder  seguir  la  execucion.^^  This 
provision  does  not  appear  to  us,  to  militate  against  the  general  doc- 
trine, as  recognised  by  several  decisions  of  this  court,  which  requires 
proceedings  to  cause  fraudulent  ads  to  be  annulled.  In  the  present 
case  the  counsel  for  the  appellant  admitted  in  argument,  that  the 
deed  under  which  she  claims,  is  void  and  ineffectual  in  law,  as  having 
been  executed  without  proper  authority,  and  in  a  legal  course  of 
proceedings. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Henneny  for  the  plaintifi*. 

fVatta  and  Lobdelly  for  the  defendants. 
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Pierce  v.  Millar.     Ill,  N.  S.  354. 

FIRST  District. 

Decidedy  that  the  word  ^eZ-q^  employed  in  the  act  of  17th  Febru- 
ary, 1821,  "claims  or  demands  against  the  said  plaintiff,  which  by 
law  he  is  or  may  be  permitted  to  plead  in  compensation  or  set-off,'^ 
is  used  by  the  legislature  as  synonymous  with  compensationy  not  as 
differing  from  it  nor  meaning  reconvention.  The  translation  in  the 
French  text  of  that  law  is  "compensation,"  for  both  terms,  compen- 
sation and  set-off.  This  clue  has  been  decided  before,  Breedlove 
and  Bradford  v.  Turner,  9  Martinj  364,  to  be  a  powerful  auxiliary 
in  arriving  at  the  true  meaning,  as  showing  the  opinion  decidedly  of 
all  that  part  of  the  legislature  who  speak  French. 

Where  defendant  offered  evidence  to  prove  an  account,  as  part  of 
bis  present  claim  in  reconvention,  to  which  reference  b  made  in  his 
answer,  as  on  file  in  another  suit,  Millar  v.  Pierce,  now  pending  in 
the  same  court:  Heldy  that  such  evidence  was  inadmissible,  that 
account  being  no  part  of  this  suit,  but  in  issue  in  the  other. 


Allain  v.  Cornaux  et  al.     Ill,  N.  S.  365. 

FOURTH  District. 

If  the  case  turns  principally  on  a  question  of  fact  and  there  is  a 
verdict  by  the  jury,  and  the  plaintiff  appeals,  without  moving  for  a 
new  trial,  it  will  not  be  remanded  for  one. 
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Forstall  d  al  v.  Forstall.     Ill,  N.  S.  367. 

COURT  of  Probates  of  New  Orleans. 

The  question  in  this  case  is  the  same  as  that  decided  at  length  in 
Seghers  v.  Antheman,  f.  w.  c,  in  12  Mariinf629;  1  Idid.^  K  S,  73. 


Ingrem  et  al.  v.  Ingrem.     Ill,  N.  S.  369. 

THIRD  District. 

Heirs  who  are  full  of  age  and  who  receive  an  estate  purely  and 
simply,  may  sue  and  be  sued,  in  any  of  our  courts  of  ordinary  juisdic- 
tion,  that  have  otherwise  cognisance  of  the  cause.  Neither  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Civil  Code  in  relation  to  the  administering  of  estates, 
nor  the  reasons  on  which  these  provisions  were  founded,  have  any 
application  to  them.  The  effect  of  an  acceptance,  pure  and  simple, 
is  to  make  the  heir,  without  the  authorisation  of  justice,  seised  of  all 
the  goods,  rights  and  actions  of  the  deceased,  on  the  charge  of  paying 
the  debts.  He  is  not  obliged  to  make  an  inventory.  He  becomes, 
therefore,  owner  of  the  property  inherited,  and  responsible  in  his  per- 
sonal capacity,  for  all  demands  against  the  succession.  Civil  Code, 
162,  73  and  75. 

Where  defendant,  sued  on  his  note  for  the  purchase-money,  objects 
that  he  has  not  a  good  title  to  the  property  purchased,  he  cannot 
claim  security  to  warrant  it,  where  there  is  no  title  set  up  in  a  third 
party,  and  the  decision  of  the  suit  on  the  note  will  forever  preclude 
the  possibility  of  plaintiff's  contesting  it. 
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Naba  t?.  Carlin.     Ill,  N.  S.  373. 

FIRST  District. 

A  note  sued  on;  defendant  denies  generally  and  pleads  payment 
of  usurious  interest  to  an  amount  greater  than  the  principal.  Judg- 
ment below  for  plaintiff,  this  being  taken  as  an  acknowledgment  of 
the  instrument  sued  on,  and  no  proof  being  shown  of  the  usury. 

PoRTBR,  J.,  said: — Pleas  inconsistent  with  each  other  cannot  be 
pleaded:  if  the  general  issue  and  payment  be  pleaded  the  latter 
waives  the  former.  An  averment  that  the  obligation  has  been  dis- 
charged, renders  needless,  proof  that  it  ever  existed. 


Syndics  of  Menard  v.  Pierce  et  al.    Ill,  N.  S.  375. 

COURT  of  Probates  of  New  Orleans. 

The  power  of  the  court  of  probates  to  enjoin  its  own  writs  is  not 
derived  from  the  species  of  property  on  which  the  execution  was 
levied^but  from  the  power  which  all  tribunals  possess  over  their  own 
writs. 

Proceedings  in  another  court  than  that  where  the  consurso  is 
pending  by  a  party  to  the  concurso  are  illegal  and  void. 


d* 
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Semple  c.  Fletcher.     Ill,  N.  S.  382. 


Creditors  cannot  attack  acts  of  their  debtors  unless  they  are  injured  by  them.  Hence 
they  most  show  that  sufficient  property  does  not  remain  to  pay  their  daims. 

The  legal  mode  of  showing  the  insolvency  of  an  estate,  is  by  a  settlement  in  the  probata 
court. 

THIRD  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  petitioner  states  that  he  was  a  creditor  of  Joseph  Fletcher, 
deceased,  in  a  large  sum  of  money,  that  since  his  death  he  has  ob- 
tained judgment  for  it,  but  has  been  unable  to  have  this  judgment 
satisfied,  in  consequence  of  the  succession  being  insolvent.  That  the 
said  Joseph  Fletcher,  during  his  life,  made  a  donation  inter  vivos  to 
one  Elizabeth  Fletcher,  then  living  in  open  concubhiage  with  him. 
That  this  donation  is  void  for  this  and  other  reasons;  he  therefore 
prays  that  the  property  so  conveyed  may  be  declared  part  of  the 
succession  of  his  debtor,  and  that  he  may  have  such  other  relief  as 
bis  case  requires. 

To  these  allegations  the  defendant  answers:  That  she  is  the  true 
and  lawful  proprietor  of  the  property  mentioned  in  the  petition,  and 
has  been  in  possession  of  the  same  for  the  space  of  two  years.  That 
the  estate  of  Fletcher  is  solvent,  and  that  there  is  certain  prop^rtv  in 
the  hands  of  the  executors  and  heirs,  which  the  plaintiff  is  bound  to 
discuss.  That  ul\  the  other  allegations  are  felse  and  untrue;  and 
lastly,  that,  Joseph  Fletcher,  at  his  death,  was  largely  iadebtied  to  ber 
for  services  rendered  in  the  capacity  of  housekeeper,  and  to  dis- 
charge which  debt  he  made  the  conveyance  the  plaintiff  now  seeks 
to  annul. 

The  judge  of  the  court  below  decided  in  favor  of  the  defendant, 
and  the  plaintiff  appealed. 

The  appellant  has  made  in  this  court  the  following  points: 

1.  That  the  testimony  of  Flecker  &  M'Rae  ought  not  to  have  been 
admitted. 

2.  That  the  donation  inter  vivos  being  made  when  the  donor,  was 
in  extremis,  has  no  greater  effect  than  a  donation  mortis  causa,  and 
must  be  postponed  to  debts. 

3.  That  as  a  donation  inter  vivos,  it  is  void  for  want  of  transcrip- 
tion according  to  law. 

4.  That  the  donee  being  a  married  woman,  the  donation  is  void, 
for  want  of  husband's  authorisation  to  accept. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


FEBRUARY  TERM,  1825.  103 

[Semple  o.  Fletcher.] 

5.  That  the  donor  and  donee  being  in  adulterous  concubinage,  he 
could  not  donate,  or  she  receive. 

6.  That  the  donation  is  void,  as  against  prior  creditors,  the  estate 
of  donee  being  insolvent. 

7.  That  the  donation  is  void,  being  nmde  with  a  view  to  defraud 
creditors. 

For  the  understanding  of  the  first  point,  it  is  necessary  to  state 
more  particularly  the  act  under  which  the  defendant  claims.  It  is  a 
public  instrument,  by  which  Joseph  Fletcher  declares,  that  he  had 
given,  granted,  transferred,  aliened,  and  conveyed^  to  the  defendant, 
the  property  therein  mentioned,  and  diat  she  accepts  the  donation* 
The  parol  evidence  offered,  and  admitted  on  the  trial,  went  to  prove 
that  there  existed  a  consideration  for  this  convejrance ;  that  it  was.a 
sum  which  the  donor  owed  the  donee,  and  that  the  former  had  made 
declarations  to  that  effect.  This  testimony  was  objected  to,  on  the 
ground,  that  the  donation  by  the  terms  of  the  act,  being  a  pure  and 
simple  one,  no  evidence  could  be  received  to  show  it  was  one  of  a 
different  character.  We  think  the  objection  a  good  one,  and  that  the 
judge  below  erred  in  overruling  it.  The  proof  received  went  to 
change  the  entire  character  of  the  act  As  written,  it  was  a  donation, 
purely  such.  With  the  testimony  it  became  a  donation  remunera* 
toirey  which  is  nothing  more  than  a  dution  en  paiemenL  Pothier^ 
Traili  du  Venit^  607;  12  Martin,  649. 

Nor  do  we  think  that  the  right  of  the  defendant  to  contradict  his 
own  act  is  in  the  least  increased  by  the  circumstance  of  this  action 
being  oommenoed  by  a  person  not  a  party  to  it.  The  point  has  been 
ah-eady  made  in  this  court;  and  the  view  then  taken  of  the  subject, 
has  not  been  shaken  or  impaired  by  the  argument  in  the  present  case. 
U  Martin,  404. 

The  donatioa  therefore  stands  before  us,  as  one  made  without  any 
ether  consideratton  than  that  of  beneficence,  and  the  right  of  the 
parties  must  be  examined  in  relation  to  it  as  such. 

The  first,  second,  third,  fourth  and  fifth  objections  to  its  validity, 
are,  that  it  is  void  by  being  made  in  extremis,  for  want  of  transcrip- 
tion, from  defect  of  legal  acceptance,  and  from  the  parties  being  at 
the  time  of  the  grant  in  adulterous  concubinage.  Several  of  these 
questions  are  of  considerable  importance  to  the  community;  and 
there  are  more  than  one  of  diem  so  doubtful,  th^t  it  is,  no  doubt, 
desirable  they  should  be  settled  as  soon  as  possible,  by  judicial  inter* 
pretation.  But  they  are  not  necessary  to  the  deci^on  of  this  case, 
and  we  therefore  forbear  to  touch  upon  them.  The  plaintiff,  who 
attacks  this  conveyance,  does  not  present  himself  before  this  court  in 
such  a  manner  as  authorises  him  to  raise  these  questions.  Creditors 
have  no  right  to  intermeddle  with  the  conveyances  or  contracts  of 
their  debtors,  unless  they  are  injured  by  them.  Had  the  present  debtor 
been  alive  when  this  suit  was  instituted,  with  property  sufficient  to 
pay  his  debts,  the  appellant  certainly  could  not  have  established  any 
interest  in  regard  to  bis  transactions,  which  would  have  enabled  him 
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to  maintain  his  action.  It  is  not  seen  how^  the  circumstance  of  his 
death  has,  in  any  respect,  increased  this  right.  Chirograph  creditors, 
who  attack  the  acts  of  their  debtors,  must  lay  as  a  ground  of  action, 
and  establish  it,  that  these  acts  have  injured  them.  They  cannot 
have  injured  them,  if  there  be  sufficient  property  left  to  pay  their 
claims.  Hence  the  necessity  of  their  alleging  and  proving  the  want 
of  effects  to  satisfy  the  debts  due  them.  Has  that  been  done  here? 
We  thmk  not.  The  evidence  of  this  insolvency  is  furnished,  it  is 
said,  in  the  parol  testimony  of  witnesses  who  swear  that  the  estate  is 
insolvent;  in  the  declarations  of  the  executors,  when  suit  is  instituted 
on  the  present  demand;  and  in  a  return  of  the  sheriff  on  the  execu- 
tion issued  against  the  executors,  which  shows  that  it  was  unsatisfied 
for  want  of  effects  to  levy  on. 

Parol  testimony  is  not  the  legal  mode  of  showing  the  incapacity  of 
a  debtor  to  pay  his  debts;  and  the  witnesses  introduced  here  do  not 
even  positively  swear  to  it.  The  parish  judge  declares,  that  ever 
since  he  came  into  office,  he  has  considered  the  estate  as  insolvent; 
that  the  executor  has  deposited  his  papers  in  his  office,  but  that  no 
settlement  of  his  accounts  has  taken  place.  Scott  swears  that  he 
believes  it  insolvent  to  a  large  amount  The  declaration  of  the  execu- 
tors, taken  in  relation  to  the  pleadings  in  that  case,  are  still  less  evi- 
dence of  the  insolvency;  and  if  they  were  express  to  the  fact,  which 
they  are  not,  they  are  contradicted  by  the  averment  in  the  present 
plaintiff's  p>etition  that  the  donor  left  suflScient  property  to  pay  all  his 
debts.  Neither  is  the  return  of  the  sheriff  proof  of  the  want  of  funds 
to  discharge  this  debt,  because  the  writ  itself  was  illegal,  and  could 
not  have  been  levied  on  the  moneys  in  the  hands  of  the  executors  to 
be  administered. 

The  incapacity  of  the  estate  left  by  Fletcher  to  satisfy  his  creditors, 
should  have  been  shown  by  a  settlement  before  the  only  tribunal  in 
which  it  could  have  been  settled,  in  the  court  of  probates;  and  that 
not  having  been  done  here,  we  are  of  opinion  the  present  plaintiff 
cannot  maintain  this  action. 

We  think,  however,  that  instead  of  the  judgment  being  final,  one 
of  nonsuit  should  be  rendered. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  it  is  fur- 
ther ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  there  be  judgment  against 
the  plaintiff,  as  in  case  of  nonsuit,  with  costs  in  the  court  of  the  first 
instance,  the  appellee  paying  those  of  appeal. 

FTatts  and  Lobdelly  for  the  plaintiff. 

Preston^  for  the  defendants. 
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Butler  V.  Eenner  et  al     III,  N.  S.  388. 

FIRST  District. 

This  was  an  application  of  plaintiff  to  issue  an  execution  on  that 
part  of  a  judgment  which  had  not  been  enjoined,  which  application 
though  unanswered  by  defendant,  had  been  set  for  argument,  and 
continued  over  several  times,  and  on  the  last  day,  defendant  not 
appearing,  was  submitted  by  plaintiff  without  argument;  on  the  28th, 
the  court  either  had,  or  was  ready  to  pronounce  judgment,  when  the 
defendant  Hied  an  answer  and  prayed  for  a  jury.  This  the  judge 
properly  disregarded:  the  application  to  change  the  mode  of  trial 
came  too  late. 


Mackey  v.  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Ill,  N.  S.  390. 

A  second  writ  o£ fieri  facia$  cannot  be  iraned  ontil  the  first  it  retomed. 

FIRST  District. 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  is  an  appeal  from  a  judgment  rendered  by  the  court  below, 
on  a  motion  to  set  aside  and  annul  an  execution  which  had  issued  on 
a  jadgment  obtained  by  the  plaintiff  and  present  appellant,  against 
(he  defendants  and  appellees. 

The  record  shows  that  a  fieri  facias  had  issued  previous  to  the 
one  which  forms  the  subject  of  the  present  dispute,  and  had  been  re* 
turned  by  the  sheriff,  executed  by  seizing  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hall, 
agent  for  a  certain  lottery,  the  moneys,  goods,  chattels,  and  other 
property  which  lie  might  have,  belonging  to  the  defendants. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  disposition  was  made  of  the  property 
thus  seized,  before  the  issuing  of  the  second  writ,  which  was  quashed 
by  the  district  court.  To  allow  seizure  after  seizure  under  execution 
at  the  whim  and  caprice  of  plaintiffs,  without  any  attempt  to  sell  the 
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property  first  taken  by  the  sheriff  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  judg- 
ments, might  lead  to  extreme  oppression  on  defendants.  Such  a 
course  of  proceeding,  is,  in  our  opinion,  not  tolerated  bylaw;  and 
ought  to  be  arrested  as  soon  as  possible.  The  court  below,  therefore 
acted  correctly,  in  sustaining  the  defendants'  motion,  and  quashing 
the  second  writ.  See  2  Martin- s  Dig.  168;  2  Bacon,  719,  720,  and 
717. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

MorsBy  for  the  plaintiff. 

Hennerij  for  the  defendants. 


Shaw  d  al  v.  Thompson.     Ill,  N.  S.  392. 

FOURTH  District. 

Heldy  there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  if  the  inferior  court  discover  that 
an  interlocutory  order  rendered  by  it  is  erroneous  or  improper,  it 
may  correct  the  error  by  setting  such  order  aside.  Defendant  pro- 
pounded the  interrogatory,  whether  plaintiffs,  previous  to  the  incep- 
tion of  the  suit,  had  not  transferred  the  note  sued  on  to  a  third  party, 
and  whether  they  were  now  owners  of  the  same? 

The  Court  said: 

We  had  occasion  to  examine  and  decide  this  point  a  few  days  since, 
in  the  case  of  Banks  v,  Eastin,  a/i/e,  90.  The  argument  offered  in 
this,  presents  no  new  view  of  the  subject,  and  we  see  no  reason  to 
change  the  opinion  there  expressed.  The  suit  appears  to  have  been 
brought  by  the  persons  having  the  legal  interest  in  the  instrument 
sued  on.  Whether  they  were  the  owners  or  not,  was  a  matter  with 
which  the  defendant  had  nothing  to  do;  as  the  judgment  here  formed 
res  judicata  sigainst  any  other  who  might  hereafter  have  claimed  an 
interest  in  it.  In  the  case  of  Moore  v.  Maxwell  et  al.^  2  N,  S.  249, 
the  plaintiff,  by  his  own  showing,  had  neither  a  legal  or  equitable 
interest  in  the  note  sued  on. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Grymes,  Watts  and  Lobdell^  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Dumouliny  for  the  defendant. 
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Bouthemy's  Heirs  v.  Dreux's  STndics.     Ill,  N.  S.  393. 

FffiST  District. 

The  reversal  of  the  judgment  of  the  inferior  court  gives  costs  to 
the  appellant. 


Guibert  v.  Herpin.     Ill,  N.  S.  395. 

FIRST  District 

The  curatrix,  having  given  money  to  be  laid  out  for  the  estate, 
may  sue  for  it  of  the  person  to  whom  she  confided  it  in  her  own 
name,  and  if  she  do,  it  is  clear  her  husband's  debt  to  defendant  could 
not  be  pleaded  as  a  set-off. 


Seymour  v.  Cooley.     Ill  N.  S.  395. 

A  parith  jadge,  09  ttieA,  cannot  rccciTe  and  certify  a  yendor's  acknowledgement 
A  priTate  deed  aoqairea  no  authenticity  by  beingr  enregistered* 

A  patent  dated  in  1813,  is  a  saperior  title  to  a  report  of  commiaaionera  in  1816,  in  fairof 
of  a  aettler. 

FOURTH  District 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 
The  plaintiff  claims  a  tract  of  land,  purchased  from  General  Lafay- 
ette, to  whom  it  had  been  granted  by  the  United  States,  on  the  25th 
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of  March,  1813.  The  defendant  sets  up  a  title  by  conveyances  in 
1806  and  1809,  from  persons  whose  right  was  formally  reported  on 
by  the  land  commissioners  of  the  United  States,  on  the  22d  of 
March,  1816. 

There  was  judgment  for  the  plaintiff,  and  the  defendant  appealed. 

The  plaintiff  produced  the  patent  of  the  United  States  to  General 
Lafayette,  and  his  conveyance,  as  stated  in  the  petition. 

The  defendant  offered  in  evidence, 

1.  The  copy  of  a  private  sale,  by  Mrs.  Bougant,  to  him,  of  part  of 
the  premises.  Under  the  sale,  are  two  certificates  from  the  judge  of 
the  county  court,  and  a  justice  of  the  peace,  attesting — the  first,  the 
possession  of  the  vendor  for  twenty-five  years;  the  second,  that  her 
fate  husband  had  a  grant  for  thirty-five  years;  that  he  devised  them 
to  her,  and  that  she  possessed  them  till  the  sale.  The  parish  judge 
certifies  the  acknowledgment  of  the  sale  by  the  vendor,  and  orders  it 
to  be  recorded. 

The  reading  of  the  sale  was  objected  to;  the  objection  overruled, 
and  a  bill  of  exceptions  was  taken. 

The  sale  was  a  private  one,  and  therefore  required  legal  proof. 
Its  acknowledgment,  certified  by  the  parish  judge,  would  be  evidence; 
if  acting  in  his  capacity  of  a  notary  public,  he  had  been  attended  by 
two  witnesses,  and  had  caused  the  vendor  to  subscribe  his  acknow- 
ledgment As  a  judge,  he  was  without  authority  to  receive,  or  certify 
the  vendor's  acknowledgment 

The  certificate  of  the  judge  of  the  county  court  over  that  of  the 
justices,  could  not  be  received. 

The  certificate  of  the  parish  judge  ordering  the  record,  and  the 
subsequent  averring  the  fidelity  of  the  copy,  add  nothing  to  the 
authority  of  the  title.  We  think  the  judge  erred  in  receiving  the 
documents  as  evidence. 

2.  The  copy  of  a  sale  made  by  the  same  person  to  the  defendant 
of  part  of  the  premises. 

It  was  objected  to^  because  the  execution  of  the  deed  was  proved 
no  otherwise  than  by  a  signature  of  the  justice  of  the  peace,  before 
whom  it  purported  to  have  been  executed. 

We  think  it  ought  not  to  have  been  received.  The  sale  was  a 
private  one— the  signature  of  the  justice  gave  it  no  authority — and 
the  act  did  not  acquire  any,  by  its  being  registered.  Marie  Louise  v. 
Cauchoix,  11  Martiny243. 

3.  A  copy  of  the  report  of  the  land  commissioners  of  the  United 
States  was  next  introduced.  Its  date  was  March  22d,  1816.  It  is  a 
favorable  report  of  the  defendant's  claim  to  land  purchased  from  Mrs. 
Bougant  It  states  that  the  claim  had  been  before  the  late  board, 
who  had  rejected  part  of  it,  on  the  ground  that  it  had  been  abandoned 
by  the  late  proprietor;  the  other  part  is  said  not  to  have  been  acted 
on,  probably  from  oversight 

4.  A  list  of  claims  favorably  reported  on,  including  the  defendant's. 
These  two  last  documents  we  think  were  legal  evidence.    The 
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copies  are  from  the  register  of  the  land  office;  and  their  contents  are 
pertinent  to  the  case. 

But  the  defendant  is  unable  to  connect  his  right,  with  that  which 
he  urges  to  result  from  the  favorable  report  of  the  officers  of  the 
United  States.  Yet  if  this  report  showed  a  complete  right  in  another 
person,  as  it  would  show  a  title  out  of  the  plaintiff  and  his  grantee, 
the  defendant's  possession  could  not  perhaps  be  disturbed. 

But  the  date  of  the  report  is  of  March,  1816,  and  the  generaPs 
patent  of  the  same  month,  1813.  Giving  to  the  report  the  full  effect 
of  a  complete  grant,  the  grantors  had  no  longer  any  interest  to  grant 
in  the  land. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Derbigny,  for  the  plaintiff. 


Guirot  V.  Guirot's  Syndics.     Ill,  N.  S.  400. 

FIRST  District. 

A  minor,  not  emancipated,  is  incapable  of  binding  himself  by  a 
contract,  Civil  Code,  264,.  art  14,  unless  it  be  proved  that^  the  con- 
tract turned  to  his  benefit. 


Henderson  v.  Griffin.     Ill,  N.  S.  403. 

FIRST  District 

The  payee  of  an  order  cannot  recover  of  the  drawer  without  show- 
ing demand  on,  and  notice  of  non-payment  by  drawee. 

If  one  buy  b,  judgment  debt,  he  cannot  be  forced  to  pay  the  price, 
if  the  claim  was  only  in  suit  at  the  time  of  sale.     See  Hill  v.  Martin, 
12  Martin,  177,  where  the  distinction  between  negotiable  paper'and 
that  which  is  not,  as  to  laches  of  plaintiff,  are  fully  gone  into. 
Vol.  III.— 10 
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Goodwin  v.  Heirs  of  Chesneau.     Ill,  N.  S.  409. 

Bilk  of  ezoeptioni  cannot  be  taken  to  final  jads^monts. 

A  judgment  of  eviction  cannot  be  pleaded  aa  rea  judicata  a^^nat  a  claim  of  the  vendee 

fordamagea. 
TVansadum  may  inclnde  partition^  aa  partition  inclades  alienation  and  sale. 
The  aame  rules  which  govern  partitions,  gtridly  such^  do  not  apply  to  eyery  act  by  which 

the  community  of  property  is  destroyed. 
It  is  a  fiction  of  law  to  prevent  lesion,  that  all  acta  which  put  an  end  to  the  community 

of  property  are  to  be  regarded  as  partitiona. 
A  contract  by  which  the  step-father  renounces  all  right  to  his  wife's  estate  on  receiving 

specific  property,  is  not  a  partition. 
If  one  of  the  parties  to  a  contract  of  exchange  be  evicted,  he  may  sue  for  damages  or  the 

thing  he  gave,  and  if  it  be  a  minor  who  evicts  him,  he  must  restore  the  object  received, 

if  in  his  possession. 
The  first  vendor  may  be  sued  in  warranty,  by  his  immediate  vendee,  upon  the  person,  to 

whom  the  vendee  sold,  being  evicted,  unless  the  first  vendee  alienates  without  war- 
ranty. 

COURT  of  Probates  of  New  Orleans. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  suit  appears  to  have  grown  out  of  the  decision  of  this  court 
in  the  case  of  the  Heirs  of  Chesneau  v.  Sadler.  That  was  an  action 
in  which  the  plaintiflfe  claimed  certain  property  descended  to  them 
from  their  mother,  and  which  their  tutor  had  alienated  contrary  lo 
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IblW.  The  defendant  set  up  title  to  it  under  the  plaintiff  in  this 
case,  and  cited  him  in  warranty.  The  judgment  of  the  court  was 
in  &vor  of  one  of  the  petitioners,  and  against  the  other  two,  on 
the  ground  that  they  had,  after  coming  of  age,  ratified  the  act  of  their 
tutor.     10  Martin,  726. 

The  petition  in  the  present  case  recites  at  length  the  proceedings, 
and  avers:  That  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  as  devisee,  under  the  will 
of  the  mother  of  the  present  defendants  to  a  lai^  portion  of  her  pro- 
perty; that  he  and  their  tutor,  Girod,  entered  into  a  transaction,  or 
amicable  compromise,  in  regard  to  the  rights  accruing  to  him  under 
the  testament;  and  that  he  never  would  have  made  such  agreement 
or  transaction,  had  he  not  believed  the  same  to  be  a  final  settlement 
with  all  the  heirs  of  his  deceased  wife.  That  inasmuch  as  the  said 
transaction  has  not  been  executed  in  the  manner  intended,  and  tlie 
same  has  been  declared  illegal  and  void  in  part,  at  the  suit  of  one  of 
the  heirs,  whom  the  tutor  represented,  it  is  null  and  void  as  to  all  the 
parties  thereto.  It  concludes  by  a  prayer,  that  the  petitioner  be  re- 
instated in  all  his  former  rights  and  claims  relinquished  in  said  trans- 
action, as  if  the  same  had  never  taken  place;  that  there  may  be  a 
liqnidation,  settlement  and  partition  of  the  property  in  community, 
between  the  petitioner  and  the  heirs  of  the  deceased's  wife,  and 
that  he  have  such  other  and  further  relief  as  his  case  may  entitle 
him  to. 

To  this  petition  the  defendants  pleaded: 

1.  That  the  plaintiff  could  not  maintain  this  action,  because  he 
bad  DO  interest  in  the  cause,  having  received  full  compensation  from 
the  defendants'  tutor  lor  all  claims  against  the  succession  of  their 
mother. 

2.  That  all  the  facts  and  allegations  in  the  plaintiff's  petition  are 
untrue. 

3.  That  the  will  under  which  he  claims  is  null  and  void. 

4.  That  if  the  petitioner  be  entitled  to  anything,  it  is  only  his  share 
in  the  profits  which  might  have  resulted  from  the  community  with 
bis  deceased  wife,  but  which  profits  the  defendants  deny  to  have  ever 
existed. 

To  these  means  of  defence  were  subsequently  added  the  pleas  of 
res  Judicata^  and  prescription. 

The  court  of  probates  was  of  opinion  that  all  the  matters  and 
things  in  dispute  between  the  present  parties,  had  been  decided  in 
the  case  of  the  Heirs  of  Chesneau  v.  Sadler,  and  gave  judgment  in 
favor  of  the  defendants,  as  in  case  of  nonsuit.  From  this  judgment 
the  plaintiff  appealed. 

There  are  no  less  than  five  bills  of  exceptions  on  ^e  record  to  the 
final  judgment  of  the  court,  two  of  them  are  to  conclusions  drawn 
(rom  different  parts  of  the  testimony,  which  the  judge  on  signing, 
declares  he  never  took  into  his  consideration,  nor  had  formed  any 
opinion  upon.     Bills  of  exceptions,  it  is  well  known,  do  not  lie  to 
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final  judgments,  and  we  notice  these,  only  to  express  our  disapproba- 
tion of  the  irregularity,  and  our  hope  that  it  will  not  again  occur. 

The  first  plea  of  the  defendants,  that  the  plaintiff  has  no  cause  of 
action  against  them,  cannot  be  correctly  examined,  until  an  inquiry 
is  gone  into,  in  relation  to  the  original  contract  between  the  tutor  of 
the  defendants  and  the.  petitioner:  and  the  rights  which  accrued  to 
the  latter  from  one  of  the  heirs  having  sued  and  recovered  part  of  the 
property  conveyed  in  it.  That  of  res  judicata  needs  no  such 
previous  examination,  and  its  validity  is  the  first  question  for  our 
consideration. 

This  court  is  unable  to  discover  any,  the  slightest  ground  in  sup- 
port of  the  decision  of  that  of  the  first  instance,  that  the  matters  and 
things  now  at  issue  in  this  cause,  were  decided  in  the  case  of  the 
Heirs  of  Chesneau  v.  Sadler.  There,  the  plaintiffs  sued  for  certain 
property,  which  they  claimed  iti  right  of  their  mother,  deceased.  The 
defendant  called  in  warranty,  the  plaintiff  in  this  suit,  who  supported 
the  title  of  his  vendee,  by  relying  on  the  transaction  with  the  tutor, 
and  citing  him  to  defend  the  property  conveyed  to  him.  The  judg- 
ment of  the  court  was,  that  the  title  was  insufficient  to  prevent  one  of 
the  plaintiffs  from  recovering.  Here  the  plaintiff  alleges,  that  in  con- 
sequence of  this  judgment,  by  which  his  vendee  was  evicted,  the 
whole  transaction  is  rendered  null  and  void,  that  he  is  thrown  back  on 
rights  existing  anterior  to  that  transaction;  and  which  rights,  though 
not  offering  a  defence  to  the  claim  for  the  property,  enable  him  in  turn, 
to  demand  a  partition  of  the  whole  succession  of  his  deceased  wife. 
Instead,  therefore,  of  the  matters  and  things  now  contested  between 
these  parties,  having  been  decided  by  that  suit,  they  were  in  truth 
created  by  it,  and  if  the  present  action  has  any  grounds  of  support, 
they  grow  out  of  the  judgment  in  that  case. 

This  is  so  manifest  in  respect  to  the  heir  who  succeeded  in  that 
action,  that  the  point  was  not  much  debated  by  the  appellees'  coun- 
sel; but  he  urged  that  the  plea,  applied  at  least,  to  the  two  defen- 
dants who  failed  in  their  attempt  to  recover  the  property.  For  this 
position  we  see  no  more  foundation,  than  that  just  disposed  of.  It 
may  be  true,  that  the  judgment  in  that  case  has  not  furnished  the 
plaintiff  with  a  cause  of  action  against  the  defendants,  but  it  is  clear 
that  the  object  of  this  action,  and  the  matters  involved  in  it,  are  quite 
distinct  from  those  contested  in  the  former  suit. 

Whether  the^plaintiff  might  not  have  set  up,  when  cited  in  war- 
ranty, the  same  claims  which  he  does  now,  need  not  be  inquired 
into.  The  fact  is,  he  did  not  do  so,  and  that  is  sufficient  to  prevent 
him  being  barred  by  the  judgment  there  rendered,  as  the  matters  and 
things  now  contested,  were  not  necessarily  embraced  by  it. 

The  plaintiff  rests  his  claim  to  a  partition  of  the  whole  of  the  estate 
of  his  late  wife,  upon  the  ground,  that  the  act  under  which  he  claimed 
the  property,  being  t  partition  of  the  estate  in  community,  between 
him  and  his  co-heir,  it  follows,  that  if  annulled  as  to  one,  it  is  void  to 
all  the  parties  who  concurred  therein. 
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For  the  better  understandings  of  the  diffiorent  qoestions  raised  in 
this  estaey  it  is  necessary  to  set  out  the  material  parts  of  the  act  under 
irhich  the  present  plaintiff  aoqaired  the  property,  from  which  his 
Tendee  was  evicted;  and  state  some  of  the  circumstances  that  led  to 
ils  execution. 

The  mother  of  the  defendants,  by  last  will  and  testament,  gave  to 
her  husband,  the  present  plaintiff,  the  usufruct  of  one-fifth  (k  all  the 
property  owned  by  her  at  her  death.  After  her  decease,  difficulties 
arose  between  the  tutor  of  ker  children,  a»d  the  plaintiff,  in  relation 
to  his  rights,  under  the  will,  and  a  claim  which  he  set  up  for  acquests 
and  gains,  made  during  marriage*  These  difficulties  ended  by  the 
parties  entering  into  an  agreement,  by  which  the  plaintiff  waived 
certain  property,  and  abandoned  all  claims  to  the  succession. 

The  act  which  evidences  this  agreement,  purports  to  be  executed 
by  Jean  Goodwin,  of  the  one  part,  and  Nicholas  Girod,  tutor  to  the 
chiklren  of  Jean  Chesoeau,  of  the  other. 

it  states  that  the  parties,  to  avoid  all  kinds  of  dispute  which  might 
arise  between  them,  in  relation  to  the  partition  of  the  succession  ol 
Mrs.  Susan  Drouet,  widow  of  Jean  Che^eau,  deceased,  had  entered 
into  the  following  agreement: 

That  the  said  tutor  abandoned  to  the  said  Goodwin  certain  pro* 
perty  therein  mentioned. 

That  in  consequence  thereof  Goodwin  abandoned  purely  and 
simply  {fait  V abandon  pur  ei  simple )  all  and  singular  the  preten- 
sions which  he  might  have  on  the  succession  of  dae  deceased  Siaean 
Drouet  his  wife,  such  as  acquests,  and  legacies,  which  might  have 
been  conferred  on  him  by  the  testament,  and  agrees  that  the  said 
Girod  in  his  quality  aforesaid,  should  take  possession  of  all  the  pro^ 
pearty  which  belonged  to  the  succession. 

This  act  is  said  to  be  a  partition  and  not  a  transaction.  Whether 
the  former  be  included  in  it  or  not  we  will  hereafter  examine;  but 
that  it  is  at  all  events  the  latter,  there  cannot  be  a  doubt;  rights  ave 
ebdmed  by  one  pcurty;  difficohies  with  regard  to  giving  them  e^ct 
feared  by  both;  property  delivered  to  procure  an  abandonment  of 
iiem;  and  that  abandonment  made.  Our  Code  defines  a  transaction, 
an  agroement  by  which  two,  or  more  persons,  for  preventing  or 
putting  an  end  to  a  lawsuit,  adjust  their  differences  by  mutual  con-* 
sent.  It  is  unnecessary,  we  conceive,  to  go  into  any  reasoning  to 
show,  that  the  contract  here  submitted  to  us,  is  most  clearly  within 
the  meaning  of  this  provision;  or  that  the  plaintiff  himself  has  com* 
mitted  no  error  in  denominating  it  a  transaction,  in  the  sale  which  he 
made  of  the  property,  in  the  pleadings  in  the  former  suit,  and  in  the 
repeated  annunciation  of  it  as  such,  in  the  petition  filed  in  this  cause. 

But  notwithstanding  thk  is  the  true  character  of  the  act;  it  does  not 
follow  that  it  may  not  also  have  operated  a  division  of  the  succession. 
Transaction  may  embrace  partition,  as  partition  includes  alienatiom 
and  sale.     Civil  Code,  186,  art.  162. 

But  wbertier  this  act  include  partition,  dtriotly  such,  may  well  b# 

10* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


114  SUPREME  COURT. 

[Goodwin  v.  Heirs  of  CheraeaD.] 

doubted.  It  seems  to  want  all  the  characters  of  one.  It  was  clear 
the  parties  did  not  contemplate  it  to  be  such.  They  expressly  declare 
the  agreement  is  entered  into  to  avoid  the  difficulty  of  partition. 
Common  effects  are  not  divided.  On  the  contrary  the  husband 
receives  in  full  property  that  in  which  he  could  only  have  had  a  usu- 
fruct, and  he  is  discharged  from  the  payment  of  all  debts  due  by  the 
succession. 

In  one  point  of  view  indeed  the  act  may  be  considered  as  a  parti- 
tion, and  that  is,  as  terminating  the  indivision  of  property  which 
existed  between  the  parties;  not  by  separating  the  things  of  the  estate, 
but  by  dissevering  the  right  which  existed  in  them.  Every  act 
which  produces  that  effect,  whether  it  bo  sale,  exchange,  or  donation, 
must  bo  considered  such;  indeed  this  must  necessarily  be  the  case, 
otherwise  the  property  would  still  be  in  conmion,  and  subject  to 
division. 

It  is  in  this  sense  the  court  understands  the  elementary  principle  of 
our  law,  that  the  right  to  partition  cannot  be  renounced;  and  it  was 
for  the  reason  just  stated,  and  in  order  to  prevent  an  evasion  of  the 
rules  in  respect  to  lesion  Which  governs  transactions  of  this  kind; 
that  a  fiction  was  introduced,  that  all  acts  which  put  an  end  to  the 
community  of  property  existing  between  parties,  no  matter  of  what 
nature  those  acts  are,  or  by  what  name  called,  are  regarded  as  par- 
titions. Civil  Code,  186,  159.  Chabaud  on  Successions,  vol.  3,  704; 
Tou/lier,  Droit  Civil  Franfais,  lid.  3,  (il.  1,  chap.  6,  no.  577. 

But  it  does  not  follow  that  the  same  rules  which  govern  partitions, 
really  such,  apply  to  every  act  by  which  the  community  of  property 
is  destroyed.  Our  Code  furnishes  us,  with  express  authority  to  the 
contrary.  In  ordinary  partitions,  it  suffices  to  cause  rescission  that 
there  be  lesion  of  more  than  one-fourth  part  of  the  true  value  of  the 
things  partaken.  But  if  this  partition  is  affected  through  a  transaction, 
or  by  the  sale  of  the  rights  of  one  co-heir  to  another,  the  contract 
cannot  be  rescinded  for  this  cause.    Civil  Code,  206,  art.  253,  254. 

Yet  in  the  case  last  put,  there  is  clearly,  in  fiction  of  law,  a  parti- 
tion; that  is,  the  community  of  property  is  destroyed.  The  rule  then, 
we  see,  has  its  exceptions;  and  it  is  not  correct  to  say,  that  in  all 
cases,  where  the  community  is  dissolved,  the  principles  which  govern 
partitions,  must  regulate  the  contract  of  the  parties. 

On  the  contrary,  we  conceive  that  unless  the  provisions  of  the  law, 
in  respect  to  lesion  be  violated;  agreements,  by  which  the  right  of 
one  heir  in  a  succession,  are  transferred  to  another  heir,  or  to  a  third 
party,  must  be  governed  by  the  rules  applicable  to  that  species  of 
contract,  by  which  the  transfer  is  made;  whether  it  be  sale,  exchange, 
donation,  or  in  any  other  mode. 

The  question  is  in  some  measure  novel,  but  we  are  not  without 
authority  on  it.  We  have  the  judicial  exposition  of  laws,  which  are 
verbatim  the  same  as  ours.  One  of  the  heirs  to  a  succession  opened 
in  France,  sold  his  right  in  it  to  a  co-heir,  who  failed  to  pay  the 
price.    On  the  former  attempting  to  enforce  the  contract  as  one  of 
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sale,  an  objection  was  made  that  it  was  subject  to  the  rules  which 
regulate  partitions.  The  court  held  that  the  act  was  one  of  sale;  that 
DO  other  character  could  be  assigned  to  it.  It  united  all  the  charac- 
ters. Resy  prelium^  et  consensus.  That  the  rule  which  prescribes 
that  all  acts  tending  to  destroy  the  community  are  regarded  as  parti- 
tionSy  was  a  fiction  introduced  to  prevent  lesion.  That  it  was  a 
principle,  that  fictions  in  law  did  not  extend  beyond  the  particular 
cases  for  which  they  were  established,  and  that  for  all  other  purposes 
the  contract  must  be  governed  by  the  ordinary  rules.  Journal  du 
PalaiSjVoL  2,  1812,  530;  Manuel  du  Droil  Franfais,  296;  in  note* 
Code  Napoleon,  887,  888. 

In  the  instance  now  before  us,  unless  we  shut  our  eyes  on  truths 
and  indulge  in  fiction,  we  cannot  mistake  the  real  character  of  the 
act  on  which  this  difficulty  has  arisen.  So  far  from  it  being  a  parti- 
tion of  property  held  in  common,  it  contains  an  abandonment  of  all 
right  to  it;  objects  which  belonged  to  the  heirs,  and  on  which  the 
step-father  had  only  the  usufruct  for  life,  are  given  to  him  in  full 
property.  In  consideration  for  the  property  thus  received,  and  in 
consequence  of  being  released  from  the  payment  of  the  debts  due  by 
the  community,  he  renounces  all  rights  which  he  had  to  the  acquests 
and  gains  made  during  marriage,  and  those  which  he  might  possess 
under  the  will  of  his  wife.  In  such  an  agreement,  we  look  in  vain 
for  that  act,  which  our  Code  speaks  of,  when  it  defines  a  partition  to 
be  "  the  separation,  division,  or  distribution  of  a  thing  common  to 
several  co-proprietors  or  co-heirs,  who  enjoyed  the  same  undividedly.'* 
Civil  Code,  184,  art.  157. 

On  the  contrary,  it  appears  to  us,  an  acquisition  on  the  part  of  the 
plaintitf,  of  property  belonging  to  others,  and  for  which  he  gave  his 
rights  on  a  succession  in  return.  Such  agreement  formed  a  contract 
of  exchange,  which  is  defined  to  be,  where  "  the  contractors  give  to 
one  another,  one  thing  for  another,  whatever  it  be,  except  money." 
Civil  Code,  370,  1. 

In  case  of  eviction,  the  party  evicted  has  his  choice,  either  to  sue 
for  damages,  or  for  the  thing  he  gave  in  exchange.  If  that  thing  be 
still  in  the  possession  of  the  minor,  by  whom  he  was  evicted,  the 
plaintiff  has  the  right  to  get  it  back.     Civil  Code,  370,  4. 

And  this  brings  us  to  an  exception,  made  in  an  early  stage  of  the 
proceedings,  that  the  plaintiff  had  no  cause  of  action,  the  right  being 
vested  in  Sadler,  the  vendee  of  the  plaintiff  who  was  evicted  by  the 
judgment  which  has  given  rise  to  this  action. 

The  only  ground  which  the  court  can  imagine  this  objection  to 
rest  on,  is,  that  as  the  plaintiff  has  not  shown  that  he  has  paid  Sad- 
ler, he  has  suffered  as  yet  no  injury  from  the  eviction  of  which  he 
complains;  or  in  other  words,  that  no  cause  of  action  arises  in  favor 
of  the  first  vendee,  by  the  person  to  whom  he  sold  being  evicted, 
until  it  is  shown  the  latter  has  exercised  his  action  of  warranty,  and 
recovered. 

This  objection^  (which  on  the  first  consideration,  appeared  to  be 
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su|i{)Orted  by  analogies  dra\rii  from  the  rights  of  persons,  standing  in 
some  respeets,  in  the  same  situation  with  the  plaintiff,)  cannot  be 
maintained.  By  the  warranty,  the  vendor  contracted,  not  only  that 
Am  vendee  should  not  be  evicted,  but  that  all  other  persons  who  held 
under  the  buyer,  should  enjoy  the  thing.  There  is  an  exception  to  this 
rule,  where  the  first  vendee  alienates  without  warranty.  Because  he 
is  then  without  any  interest  whatever  in  the  matter.  But  in  every 
other  case  his  right  of  action  is  complete,  the  moment  the  person  to 
whom  he  sold  loses  it  by  a  superior  title.  Dig,  Up.  21.  Hi.  2,  /.  61, 
71;  Palhier,  TraiU  du  Vente^  no.  97. 

The  other  questions  raised  in  argument,  belong  to  the  merits;  and 
ad  the  cause  is  not  now  in  a  situation  in  whicii  final  judgment  can  be 
given  here,  no  opinion  can  be  expressed  on  them. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  prc^te  oourt  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  it  is 
ftuther  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  this  cause  be  remanded 
10  tbs  court  of  probates,  to  be  proceeded  on  according  to  law,  the 
appellees  paying  the  costs  of  this  appeal. 

IVatU  and  LobdeUy  for  the  plaintiff. 

Seg/ier9  and  ^^^ppi^  for  the  defeodanta. 


Mellon  V.  Croghan.     HI,  N.  S.  423. 

Whera  a  kMle  ii  made  ptyable  at «  poctkalar  pktte,  ptyuMit  amrt  be  deniBded  there, 

hefiife  recovery  oan  be  bad  of  tfae  maker. 
But  a  fiiilore  to  demand,  on  the  day  the  note  falls  doe,  will  not  dieehaqfe  htm,  Uuwgh  it 

may  the  endoreer. 
The  place  gf  payment  ia  uccidenHl  to  the  oontraet,  not  of  the  fenet  of  it 

FIHST  Diatrict. 

PoHTBR,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  petition  in  this  case  sets  out,  that  the  defendant  is  justly  in- 
debted to  the  plaintiff  in  the  sum  of  686  dollars  and  15  cents,  the 
amount  of  a  promissory  note  drawn  and  subscribed  by  said  defendant 
in  favor  of  the  petitioner,  dated  New  Orleans,  January  1, 1823;  pay- 
able twelve  months  after  date,  as  will  appear  from  a  copy  anaexed, 
and  made  a  part  of  the  petition,  the  amount  whereof  the  said  Croghan 
aqglscted  to  pay  when  aimcably  deHtftadsd. 
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The  note  annexed,  corresponds  with  that  set  out,  except  in  being 
made  payable  in  the  Louisiana  State  Bank. 

The  defendant  admits  the  facts  alleged  in  the  petition,  but  denies 
they  establish  any  liability  on  his  part  to  pay  the  note  sued  on. 

The  judge  below  was  of  opinion,  that  a  demand  at  the  place 
specified  in  the  note,  was  a  condition  precedent  to  the  plaintiflf's 
right  to  recover,  and  gave  judgment  for  the  defendant.  The  former 
appealed. 

The  case  has  been  submitted  without  argument. 

This  is  a  most  controverted  question,  and  hardly  any  subject  has 
been  presented  to  us  on  which  a  greater  weight  of  authority  is  found 
arrayed  for,  and  against  the  principle,  on  which  the  judge  a  quo 
decided  the  cause. 

The  following  are  cases  to  show,  that  if  the  place  of  payment  be 
embodied  in  the  note,  a  presentment  at  the  place  must  be  averred, 
and  shown,  to  charge  the  maker.  14  East,  500;  Starkie's  N.  P. 
468;  16  East,  110;  5  Taunton,  30;  Ibid^  344;  3  Maule  &  Selwyn, 
150;  4  Maule  &  Selwyn,  462. 

It  has,  however,  been  decided  in  the  cases  hereafter  quoted,  that 
a  demand  at  the  place  specified  in  the  instrument,  is  not  necessary 
to  charge  the  maker.  2  Campbell,  498;  4  Maule  &  Selwyn,  150; 
3  Johnson's  Cases,  71;  6  Mass.  Rep.  524;  8  Ibid.  480;  13  Ibid.  566; 
17  Johnson,  248. 

The  difference  in  opinion  to  be  discovered  in  these  cases  appears 
to  be  principally  confined  to  the  courts  of  England.  In  our  sister 
states  the  preponderance  of  authority  seems  greatly  in  favor  of  the 
position  that  a  demand  at  a  particular  place  is  not  necessary. 

There  has  been  a  case  lately  decided  in  the  house  of  lords,  in 
England,  where  the  law  on  this  subject  received  a  very  full  examina- 
tion. The  very  point  now  before  the  court  was  much  discussed, 
though  the  question  presented  for  decision  was  not  the  same.  It 
arose  there,  between  the  endorsee,  and  acceptor  of  a  bill  of  exchange. 
As  all  the  judges  delivered  their  opinions,  the  case  would  be  one 
entitled  to  great  respect  as  evidence  of  the  commercial  law,  were  it 
not  for  the  extraordinary  diversity  of  sentiment  which  it  exhibits. 
Indeed  there  are  scarcely  two  that  agree  on  all  the  points  submitted 
to  their  consideration. 

It  is  stated  by  several  of  these  learned  persons,  that  if  a  promissory 
note  be  made  payable  at  a  particular  place;  a  demand  at  that  place  is 
a  condition  precedent  to  recovery  against  the  maker;  but  that  it  is 
not  absolutely  necessary  it  should  be  made  on  the  very  day  on  which 
it  falls  due,  the  time  only  being  of  importance  when  the  endorser  is 
to  be  charged.     2  Broderip  &  Bingham,  165. 

The  judges  who  contest  the  necessity  of  making  a  demand  at  the 
place  specified,  and  who  hold  that  the  making  of  a  note  renders  the 
maker  universally  liable,  in  answer  to  this  argument,  declare,  that 
they  are  unable  to  distinguish  between  place  and  time.  That  if  the 
former  be  required,  so  must  the  latter,  and  hence  they  conclude,  the 
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holder  would  lose  his  right  forever,  if  he  did  not  demand  payment  on 
the  very  day  the  note  fell  due.  The  Supreme  Court  of  New- York, 
which  establishes  a  different  rule,  seems  •  also  to  think,  that  such 
would  be  the  inevitable  consequence  of  recognising  the  doctrine,  that 
a  demand  at  the  place  is  a  condition  precedent  to  the  right  of  recovery. 
18  Johnson,  246. 

If  this  consequence  were  to  follow,  the  requiring  a  demand  at  the 
place  specified,  it  would  furnish  a  strong  argument  against  adopting 
the  rule;  but  we  are  unable  to  discover  any  ground  for  this  apprehen- 
sion, and  we  think  the  distinction  on  this  head  clear  between  the 
obligation  of  the  endorser,  and  the  maker.  By  tho  law  merchant  the 
contract  of  the  former  is  not  absolute,  but  conditional.  He  becomes 
responsible  only  on  default  of  the  maker  to  pay,  and  due  notice 
being  given  of  that  default.  His  engagement  is  slricli  Juris,  and  so 
anomalous,  that  it  will  neither  furnish  analogy  for  ascertaining  rights 
under  other  contracts,  nor  be  elucidated  by  reference  to  legal  obliga- 
tions flowing  from  them.  It  is  entirely  the  creature  of  commercial 
usage,  and  was  introduced  for  the  ease  and  convenience  of  trade;  it 
being  considered,  or  supposed,  that  it  was  of  great  importance  to  the 
facility  of  its  operations,  that  the  endorser  should  have  immediate 
notice  of  his  liability.  By  a  parity  of  reasoning  it  has  been  held  by 
some,  he  is  discharged,  if  demand  of  the  maker  be  made  at  any  other 
place  than  that  specified  in  the  instrument.  The  question  is  not  pre* 
sented  for  decision  here;  therefore,  it  is  improper  it  should  be  now 
settled;  but  admitting  he  is^  what  analogy  does  his  case  present,  by 
which  the  obligations  of  the  maker  can  be  ascertained? 

He,  instead  of  coming  under  a  conditional  obligation,  makes  by  the 
very  terms  of  the  instrument,  an  unqualified  promise  to  pay  the 
payee,  or  whomsoever  he  may  direct.  His  obligations  are  entirely 
distinct  from  those  created  by  the  law  merchant.  They  would  be 
the  same  if  that  law  were  stricken  from  our  Code  of  jurisprudence, 
and  in  testing  the  extent  of  his  liability,  under  the  promise  contained 
in  the  note  signed  by  him,  we  do  not  see  how  it  can  be  distinguished 
from  an  obligation,  which  did  not  contain  words  that  made  it  negotia- 
ble. Indeed  those  who  maintain  this  doctrine,  do  not  place  it  on  the 
ground,  that  it  flows  from  any  of  the  rules  peculiar  to  negotiable 
paper. 

But  it  appears  to  us  that  those  who  contend  for  such  a  rule,  over- 
look or  confound  two  things,  entirely  distinct;  the  substance  of  the 
contract,  and  the  mode  by  which  it  is  to  be  discharged.  To  those 
acquainted  with  the  doctrines  of  our  jurisprudence,  nothing  can  be 
more  familiar,  than  the  distinction  between  those  things  which  are 
of  the  essence  of  the  contract,  and  those  which  are  accidental  to  it. 
Amotig  the  latter,  says  Pothier,  are  the  liberty  of  paying  by  instal- 
ments, the  allowing  a  certain  time  for  the  payment  of  money,  and 
the  like.  On  this  principle,  the  Roman  jurists  considered,  that  the 
specification  of  a  particular  plac^  for  payment,  was  supposed  to  be 
made  for  the  advantage  of  the  creditor,  as  well  as  the  debtor,  and 
therefore,  the  latter  could  not  compel  the  former  to  receive  it  else- 
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where.  But  the  creditor  might  demand  payment  at  any  other  place, 
making  compensation  to  the  debtor  for  any  damage  he  might  sustain 
by  the  change;  and  could  enforce  the  contract  elsewhere  by  a  suit 
nnder  this  condition.  Dig.  liv.  13,  tit.  4,  /.  1  and  9;  Pothier  on 
ObligalionSy  no.  8. 

The  principal  reasons  on  which  the  law  has  been  lately  settled  in 
England,  that  a  demand  is  necessary  at  the  place  appointed  for  pay- 
ment, are:  first,  that  according  to  tlieir  jurisprudence,  it  is  a  condition 
prec^ent;  and  secondly,  the  serious  inconvenience  that  would  result 
JTom  a  different  rule.  The  latter  consideration  appears  to  us  entitled 
to  great  weight.  It  consists  principally  in  this:  tnat  merchants  who 
are  travelling  from  place  to  place,  cannot  conveniently  carry  funds  with 
them;  that  for  ease  and  convenience  they  deposite  their  money  at  a 
banker's,  or  merchant's,  where  they  make  all  their  aoceptancet  or 
notes  payable;  and  that  it  mi^bt  expose  them  to  loss,  inconvenience, 
and  in  some  instances,  the  rum  of  their  credit,  if  demand  of  paymeitf 
could  be  made  of  them  elsewhere.  As  iu  the  c^ise  of  n  merchant  of 
New  Orleans  going  on  business  to  I^ndon,  Parif,or  New  York,  who 
makes  a  note  here  before  be  sets  out^  payable  at  his  donoicil  or  bi^ 
banker's.  If  demand  b^  not  necessary  at  the  place  designated,  th^ 
bill  might  be  sent  after  him,  and  he  arrested  iu  another  country,  ^ 
moment  it  fell  due.  This  reason  loses  somewhat  of  its  weight,  when 
the  domicil  of  the  obligor  is  in  the  san^e  place,  where  the  bank  is  filled 
at  wliich  the  note  is  made  payable,  and  the  personal  depqand  is  made 
at  the  residence  of  the  maker.  But  some  general  rule  must  be  fol- 
lowed, for  the  facility  of  commerce,  and  we  think,  after  mature  reflec- 
tion, that  it  is  safer  to  adopt  that  we  have  just  stated.  It  imposes  no 
hardship  on  the  payee;  for  if  he  choose,  he  may  refuse  an  obligation 
in  this  way,  and  thus  retain  his  right  to  demand  payment  wherever 
his  debtor  be  found.  It  must  be  supposed  such  a  clause  is  introduced 
for  some  purpose,  and  no  other  can  be  imagined,  than  that  it  is  at  the 
place  designated,  the  obligor  will  have  funds  to  meet  his  obligation, 
and  there  the  obligee  will  seek  them.  A  contrary  rule  would  require 
the  obligor  to  have  funds  at  two  places  to  npieet  his  engagement 

Deciding  in  thw  way,  is  in  conformity  with  the  rules  of  our  own 
law,  which  do  not  consider  the  debtor  in  fault  {en  mora^)  until  de- 
mand is  made  at  the  place  fixed  for  payment.  Curia  Phil.  tiL  £, 
cap.  l^paga.  no.  20. 

The  judge  below  gave  final  judgment  against  the  plaintifi;  we  think 
there  should  have  been  one  of  nonsuit.  He  ought  to  be  permitted  to 
yet  make  a  demand  at  the  bank,  and  if  not  paid  to  sue  the  defendant 
and  recover  the  amount  due. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  and  it  is  fur- 
ther ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  there  be  judgment  against 
the  plaintiff  as  in  case  of  nonsuit,  the  appellee  paying  costs  in  this 
court,  and  the  appellant  those  of  the  court  below. 

Lockett,  for  the  plaintiff. 

Pierce^  for  the  defendant 
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Chadwick  v.  Waters.     HI,  N.  S.  432. 

COURT  of  Probates  of  New  Orleans. 

Plaintiff  had  served  as  engineer  on  board  of  the  Neptune  and 
ashore,  and  afterwards  on  board  of  the  Alexandria,  wherein  he  was 
part  owner.  He  brought  suit  for  compensation  for  both:  prescription 
was  pleaded  to  the  former. 

The  Court  said: 

The  services  of  the  plaintiff  on  board  of  the  Alexandria  cannot  be 
connected  with  those  on  board  of  the  Neptune.  The  latter  were  ren- 
dered to  Waters,  in  his  own  right,  in  a  boat  of  which  he  was  the  sole 
owner.  These  rendered  on  board  of  the  Alexandria,  were  rendered 
to,  and  must  be  paid  by  a  company,  of  which  Waters  was  the  agent 
and  in  which  he  was  concerned  for  a  part  only.  These  services  ap- 
pear to  have  been  satisfied,  according  to  the  plaintiff's  receipt,  or  for 
the  greater  part,  and  entirely,  if  we  give  credit  to  the  entry  on  the 
boat's  books,  which  the  plaintiff's  counsel  suffered  to  be  read,  without 
any  objection. 


Clendenning  v.  Clendenning  et  ah     III,  N.  S.  438. 

A  woman  who  was  deceived  by  a  man,  who  represented  himself  as  single,  and  her  chil- 
dren born  while  the  deception  lasted,  are  entitled  to  all  the  rights  of  a  legitimate  wife 
and  children* 

FIRST  District 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

The  plaintiff  resists  the  claim  on  the  succession  of  his  father,  of  a 
woman  whom  he  married,  in  the  lifetime  of  his  wife  the  plaintiff's 
mother:  and  of  the  children  born  from  this  union.  The  defendants 
contend,  that  notwithstanding  the  plaintiff's  father  bad  a  lawful  wife. 
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at  the  time  of  the  second  marriage,  as  the  woman  he  last  married? 
was  in  good  faith,  at  the  time  of  the  marriage,  and  ever  since,  at  least 
till  after  the  birth  of  the  last  child  she  had  by  him:  her  marriage  has 
its  civil  effects,  and  she,  and  her  children,  the  present  defendants,  are 
entitled  to  all  the  advantages  the  law  gives  to  a  lawful  wife  and 
children.  Their  case  was  supported  in  the  district  court,  and  the 
plaintiff  appealed. 

There  seems  to  be  no  dispute  on  the  question  of  law.  The  woman, 
who  was  deceived  by  a  man,  who  represented  himself  as  single,  and 
his  children  begot  while  the  deception  lasted,  are  bona  fide  wife  and 
children,  and  as  such,  entitled  to  all  the  rights  of  a  legitimate  wife 
and  issue. 

It  is,  however,  shown,  that  the  first  child  was  bom  within  four 
months  from  the  celebration  of  the  marriage.  This  may  be  evidence 
of  too  much  faith  in  the  mother,  but  as  a  lawful  marriage,  cures  an 
irregularity  of  this  kind;  a  bona  fide  one  on  the  part  of  the  deceived 
woman,  must  have  the  same  effect. 

It  is  next  urged,  that  the  other  children,  four  of  them,  were  bom 
after  the  deception  ceased,  and  consequently  the  good  faith  of  the 
mother  had  ceased.  If  this  be  the  fact,  the  plaintiff  must,  as  to  such 
children  succeed.  For  it  wsis  the  duty  of  the  deceived  woman,  as  soon 
as  she  became  satisfied  with  the  existence  and  consequent  rights  of 
the  first  wife,  to  forbear  a  violation  of  them. 

The  evidence  of  the  knowledge  and  existence  of  the  first  wife  by 
the  mother,  is  said  to  result  from  the  depositions  of  several  witnesses, 
who  testify  that  they  frequently  conversed  in  the  house  of  the  plain- 
tiff's father  (the  deceased),  with  him,  about  his  first  wife,  and  the 
plaintiff,  their  common  child.  But  except  as  to  two  of  the  witnesses, 
this  circumstance  has  no  weight,  because  there  is  nothing  from  the 
testimony  that  enables  us  to  conclude  any  of  these  conversations  took 
place,  in  the  presence  or  hearing  of  the  woman. 

The  only  witnesses  who  testify  to  any  conversation  of  this  kind, 
from  which  the  woman  might  have  been  undeceived,  are  Eilpatrick 
and  Hodge. 

Kilpalrick  says,  he  was  introduced  by  the  plaintiff's  father  to  this 
woman,  as  being  acquainted  with  his  wife  in  Tennessee;  the  plain- 
tiff's mother. 

Hodge  deposes,  that  when  he  was  about  leaving  the  deceased's 
house,  he  wished  to  give  him  50  dollars,  to  be  applied  to  the  educa- 
tion of  his  son,  the  plaintiff  then  in  Tennessee,  and  the  woman  object- 
ed thereto. 

The  testimony  of  Hodge  affords  no  support  to  the  plaintiff,  because 
it  only  shows  the  woman's  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  a  son  of 
the  person  she  married;  who  might  be  an  illegitimate  one,  or  one 
whose  mother  was  dead. 

The  counsel  for  the  defendant  has  found  some  diflSculty  in  destroy- 
ing or  weakening  the  effect  of  Kilpatrick's  testimony. 
Vol.  III.— 11 
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The  case  was  submitted  to  a  jury,  and  they  could  not  agree  on  a 
verdict. 

The  judge  a  quo  was  of  opinion,  the  proof  of  knowledge  offered 
was  not  sufficient.  The  weight  of  the  opinion  of  the  first  judge,  great 
with  us  on  questions  of  fact,  is  greatly  diminished  by  the  circumstance 
that  he  acted  on  written  testimony.  He  did  neither  hear  nor  see  the 
witnesses  deposing.  So  he  enjoyed  no  advantage  that  we  do  not; 
and  although  every  one  of  us  is  very  ready  cheerfully  to  disown  any 
superiority  over  any  of  the  gentlemen,  who  preside  in  the  courts 
from  which  appeals  come  up,  we  cannot  help  being  conscious  of  the 
advantage  this  tribunal  possesses  over  every  other  in  the  state,  in  the 
number  of  its  members. 

On  a  question  like  this,  the  proof  must  be  irrefragable.  Nor  is  the 
circumstance  of  this  woman  having  had  Kilpatrick  introduced  to  her, 
(by  the  person  whom  she  did  then  confide  in  as  her  husband,  and  the 
lawful  father  of  her  children,)  as  a  person  being  acquainted  with  his 
wife  in  Tennessee,  irrefragable  proof,  that  she  then  received  such 
evidence  of  the  fact  of  the  existence  of  his  first  wife.  At  first  blush, 
it  seems,  this  question  considered  in  the  abstract  ought  to  be  decided 
in  the  affirmative. 

But — The  witness  appears  to  have  been  a  traveller  from  Ten- 
nessee, whose  natural  language  was  the  English,  and  we  have  nothing 
from  which  we  may  conclude  he  knew  a  word  of  French. 

The  deceased's  natural  langnage  was  also  the  English.  He  had 
been  some  time  in  Louisiana,  and  with  what  accuracy  he  spoke  the 
French  language,  we  are  without  information. 

The  woman's  natural  language  is  the  French;  of  the  degree  of  her 
knowledge  of  the  English,  we  are  also  without  information. 

The  witness  does  not  tell  us  in  what  language  this  introduction 
was  given.  We  must  conclude  it  was  such  a  language  the  witness 
and  the  other  two  persons  understood.  Tlie  English  being  the  ver- 
nacular language  of  two  of  these  three  persons,  it  is  most  probable 
it  was  the  language  spoken,  as  there  is  nothing  from  which  we  may 
assume  that  the  witness  spoke  French. 

The  witness  relates  a  conversation  which  took  place  upwards  of 
fourteen  years  before  the  time  he  delivered  his  testimony.  At  that 
time,  the  deceased  had  been  about  five  years  from  Tennessee,  and 
had  been  married  for  the  second  time,  but  eight  or  nine  nionths. 

There  is  no  evidence  that  before  her  marriage,  the  woman  was  so 
conversant  with  persons  who  spoke  English,  as  to  have  acquired  that 
language.  The  parish  in  which  she  resided  was  one,  the  population 
of  which  is  almost  exclusively  French. 

The  testimony  is  silent,  as  to  the  conduct,  behavior  or  answer  of 
the  woman,  on  receiving  then,  the  first  intimation  of  a  fact,  in  which 
she  was  so  materially  interested.  The  counsel  urges,  that  in  the 
absence  of  any  account,  we  must  presume  it  was  received  without 
emotion,  and  this  is  presented  as  a  violent  presumption:  which  if  not 
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counteracted,  must  be  received,  and  stand  as  evidence  of  anterior 
knowledge — anterior  even  to  the  marriage. 

A  knowledge  anterior  to  the  marriage  cannot  well  be  believed  on 
the  testimony  before  us.  For  to  what  use  would  such  a  marriage  be 
to  the  woman.^  A  man  might  seek  it  to  attain  to  the  possession  of  a 
woman  he  could  not  otherwise  procure.  But  men  have  so  much 
less  charms,  or  so  much  more  liberality,  that  women  are  seldom  put 
to  such  straits. 

We  therefore  conclude,  that  there  is  no  evidence  of  a  knowledge 
anterior  to  the  marriage,  or  to  the  conception  of  the  first  child,  who 
was  born  four  months  after  it,  and  he  must  be  considered  as  legiti- 
mate. 

The  legitimacy  of  the  other  children,  depends  on  the  want  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  first  marriage,  in  the  mother  at  the  time  of  their 
conception. 

We  think  the  testimony  is  not  suflBcient  to  establish  this  knowledge. 
It  cannot  be  assumed  from  any  part  of  the  testimony,  except  the  part 
of  that  conversation  related  by  Kilpatrick. 

The  deceased  had  been  anxious  to  conceal  every  thing  that  con- 
cerned him,  and  for  that  purpose  had  changed  his  name.  It  is  so 
very  improbable  that  the  woman  would,  without  emotion,  hear  her- 
self reduced  from  the  rank  of  a  wedded  dame,  to  that  of  a  harlot,  on 
Kilpatrick  being  introduced  to  her,  that  this  fact  must  be  proved  be- 
yond the  probability  of  a  doubt  before  assenting  to  it. 

Kilpatrick,  it  appears,  does  not  give  the  very  words  used  by  the 
husband.  Indeed  at  the  distance  of  fourteen  years  and  upwards  it 
would  be  strange  that  he  could.  It  is  more  likely  the  wonmn  under- 
stood he  was  spoken  of  as  a  man  who  had  been  acquainted  with  the 
first  wife.  A  mistake  in  the  tense  may  well  happen,  among  persons 
whose  native  language  is  not  the  same. 

The  profligacy  of  the  man,  who,  without  shame  or  necessity,  did 
proclaim  his  own  turpitude,  must  be  believed,  })ecause  it  is  clearly 
proved.  As  to  the  woman,  the  fact  rests  on  a  solitary  and  very 
doubtful  instance.  The  jury  thought  it  so  doubtful,  that  they  could 
not  pronounce  either  way.  The  judge  a  quo  thought  it  his  duty  to 
pronounce  the  legitimacy.  W^e  are  clear  he  ought  not  to  have  come 
to  the  opposite  conclusion. 

If  the  case  of  the  woman  alone  was  now  before  us,  we  might 
consider  whether  justice  would  not  require  a  re-examination  of  it; 
but  the  children  were  most  certainly  innocent;  they  are  possessed  of 
a  judgment  which  declares  them  legitimate,  and  we  could  not  have 
declared  them  otherwise.  If  there  be  a  defect  of  proof  the  fault  is 
not  theirs. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

M^  Caleb  J  for  the  plaintiff. 

Cuvillierj  for  the  defendants. 
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Dauphin  et  al.  v.  Soulie.     Ill,  N.  S.  446. 

Three-foorths  of  the  creditors  on  the  bilaD,  are  necessary  to  a  forced  respite. 

COURT  of  Probates  of  New  Orleans. 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

In  this  case  the  appellees  proceeded  against  their  creditors,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  a  respite,  which  was  accorded  to  them  by  a 
number  of  persons  whose  names  were  placed  upon  their  bilan  as 
creditors;  and  who  appeared  at  the  meeting,  which  took  place  ac- 
cording to  the  order  of  the  court,  before  the  notary  public  therein 
designated.  The  proceedings  of  the  case  were  regularly  homologated, 
without  any  opposition  by  the  present  appellant;  whether  he  had 
been  cited  in  the  case  is  not  shown  by  the  record ;  in  which,  however, 
his  name  appears  as  a  creditor,  and  also  as  appellant. 

The  case  is  brought  up  without  statement  of  facts,  or  bill  of  excep- 
tions, and  errors  are  assigned  as  being  apparent  on  the  face  of  the 
record.  The  appellant's  right  of  appeal  is  opposed  by  the  counsel 
of  the  appellees,  as  not  being  a  party  to  the  suit,  and  not  having 
appeared  and  made  opposition  to  the  homologation  of  the  proceed- 
ings which  were  had  before  the  notary.  If  he  were  not  cited  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  law  (and  it  is  not  shown  that  he  was)  he  can- 
not, with  propriety  be  considered  eis  a  party  in  the  action.  But  it  is 
clearly  shown,  that  he  was  at  the  time  of  instituting  proceedings 
against  their  creditors  by  the  appellees,  one  of  those  creditors.  In 
conformity  then  with  the  doctrine  on  appeals  as  established  by  Par- 
tida  3,  23,  4,  he  has  a  right  to  sustain  his  appeal;  and  we  do  not 
believe  that  this  right  ought  to  suflfer  any  derogation,  on  account  of 
no  opposition  having  been  made  by  him  to  the  homologation  of  the 
proceedings. 

The  record  shows  clearly  that  no  express  consent  to  the  respite 
asked  by  the  appellees,  was  given  by  a  majority  of  the  creditors, 
equal  to  three-fourths  in  number  and  amount;  if  this  number  and 
amount  be  estimated  according  to  the  bilan,  and  not  in  pursuance  of 
the  number  of  those  who  actually  appeared  at  the  meeting,  and 
swore  to  the  credits.  A  respite  is  a  privilege  granted  to  a  debtor, 
and  always  derogatory  to  the  rights  of  creditors  who  are  in  a 
minority,  by  changing  their  contracts  without  consent  on  their  part. 
Effect  should  not  be  given  to  it,  unless  obtained  under  strict  obser- 
vance of  law.  We  are  of  opinion  that  to  count  absentees  amongst 
the  number  of  assenthig  creditors,  would  not  be  in  conformity  with 
the  letter  and  spirit  of  our  law  which  regulates  respites. 
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The  fair  presumption  is,  that  a  creditor  who  does  not  appear  at  a 
meeting,  intends  to  assent  to  no  change  or  alteration  of  his  rights,  but 
means  to  hold  to  his  original  contract. 

In  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  is  evident  that  in  the  present  case,  a 
legal  majority  of  the  creditors  have  not  granted  the  respite.  The 
judgment  is,  therefore,  in  relation  to  those  who  have  not  assented 
thereto,  erroneous  and  void,  as  shown  by  matters  apparent  on 
record ;  and  as  it  may  whilst  standing  unreversed,  injure  the  appel- 
lant, 

It  is  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  as  to  him  it  be  avoided, 
reversed  and  annulled,  and  that  the  appellees  pay  the  costs  of  this 
appeal. 

SegherSj  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Lennii,  for  the  defendant. 


Bushnell  v.  Brown's  Heirs.     Ill,  N.  S.  449. 

THIRD  District 

It  is  a  point  clearly  settled  by  law,  and  many  decisions,  that  a  ven- 
dor of  property,  who  is  in  danger  of  loss  or  eviction,  by  suit  actually 
commenced,  guestione  motOj  ought  not  to  be  compelled  to  pay  the 
price,  unless  good  security  be  offered  by  the  vendor  to  save  him  from 
injury. 

Ho  w  far  the  existence  of  a  previous  mortgage,  pressing  on  the  thing 
sold,  would  authorise  the  price  to  be  withheld  until  security  was 
given  against  its  probable  effects,  is  a  matter,  perhaps,  not  definitively 
fixed,  either  by  express  law,  or  a  long  course  of  decisions.  But  in  the 
present  case,  the  plaintiff  offered  to  prove  that  suit  had  been  com- 
menced on  the  mortgage  from  which  he  feared  injury.  This  we  are  of 
opinion  he  ought  to  have  been  allowed  to  do,  as  on  the  existence,  or 
non-existence  of  such  a  fact,  the  judgment  proper  to  be  rendered  in 
the  cause,  must  vary. 
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Pratt  V.  Flower  et  al     III,  N.  S.  452. 

(Soe  2  Mfff^tfi,  K  &  333.) 

FIRST  District. 

At  the  last  trial  of  this  case,  the  plaintiff  made  an  objection  to  a 
witness  set  forth  in  a  bill  of  exceptions;  namely,  that  he  was  testifying 
to  the  contents  of  a  written  instrument,  which  was  not  produced,  nor 
its  non-production  accounted  for.  The  judge  being  of  opinion  that 
it  was  not  sufficient  to  exclude  the  witness^  admitted  him  to  testify, 
to  which  the  plaintiff  excepted. 

Of  the  soundness  of  the  general  principle  on  which  the  objection 
was  made,  there  cannot  be  a  doubt;  and  there  is  scarcely  any  of  which 
we  are  called  to  make  a  more  frequent  application  in  the  administra- 
tion of  justice.  The  only  question,  therefore,  in  this  case,  can  be,  whe- 
ther there  was  sufficient  evidence  before  the  court  to  enable  it  to  say, 
that  the  matters  to  which  the  parol  testimony  was  offered,  had  been 
reduced  to  writing,  To  establish  this  fact,  the  plaintiff  contends,  that 
it  appears  from  his  own  letters  introduced  in  evidence  against  him  by 
the  defendants,  a  written  receipt  had  been  given  to  the  witness  at  the 
time  the  payment  of  the  money  was  made.  In  opposition  to  this,  the 
defendants  urge,  that  this  statement  made  by  the  firm,  of  which  the 
plaintiff  is  surviving  partner,  cannot  be  evidence  for  them  or  their  re- 
presentative; and  that  at  all  events  it  is  not  sufficiently  strong  to  destroy 
the  testimony  of  a  disinterested  witness. 

Whether  it  should  have  that  weight  or  not,  is  a  question  which 
could  be  only  settled  after  the  testimony  was  received,  and  therefore 
cannot  assist  us  in  determining  whether  it  ought  to  be  admitted.  The 
legality  is  one  thing,  the  effect  another;  and  the  latter  is  necessarily 
dependent  on,  and  a  consequence  of  the  former. 

It  is  a  general  principle  of  the  law  of  evidence,  that  where  either 
party  in  a  suit  relies  on  the  admissions  or  confessions  of  his  adversary, 
in  order  to  make  out  a  case  against  him,  the  whole  of  these  admis- 
sions must  be  taken  together.  It  is  also  the  well  established  doctrine 
of  the  civil  law,  and  its  justice  is  most  obvious.  It  is,  however,  true, 
that  though  the  whole  must  be  taken  together,  it  does  not  follow  the 
whole  must  be  believed;  for  there  may  be  coupled  with  the  admission 
of  a  fact,  matters  so  extraordinary  in  discharge  of  the  obligation  which 
it  establishes,  that  no  credulity  can  adopt  it.  Giving  the  defendant 
the  full  benefit  of  this  exception  to  the  rule,  we  are  unable  to  find  any 
thing  in  the  evidence  independent  of  the  testimony  of  the  witness  ob- 
jected to,  which  would  authorise  us  to  say,  the  proof  afforded  by  the 
confessions  of  the  plaintiff,  in  relation  to  a  written  receipt  having  been 
given  to  the  agent  at  the  time  he  made  the  payment,  is  untrue.     It 
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derives  great  probability,  too,  from  its  being  in  conformity  with  the 
usual  mode  of  doing  business.  Men  rarely  make  payments  on  account 
of  third  parties,  without  taking  written  acknowledgments  of  the  trans- 
action. We  think,  therefore,  the  defendants,  after  offering  proof  that 
a  written  receipt  had  been  given,  could  not  introduce  parol  evidence 
in  regard  to  the  payment,  without  accounting  for  the  receipt. 


Bonne  et  al.  v.  Powers.     HI,  N.  S.  458. 

Tko  SpsDish  law  did  not  require  that  all  the  formalitiefl  necessary  to  give  eflbct  to  a  will 

sboild  appear  on  the  face  of  it. 
Jf  a  wiU  be  not  Toid,  but  voidable,  no  one  but  the  heir  at  law  can  take  advantage  of  the 


A  aak  not  signed  by  the  vendor,  cannot  be  the  basis  of  the  prescription  often  years. 
In  prescription,  a  just  titU  is  necessarily  the  basis  ofgogd  faith. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans, 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  petitioners,  as  heirs  of  P.  Bonne,  deceased,  claim  from  the 
defendant,  a  tract  of  land,  situated  in  the  parish  of  New  Orleans,  of 
twenty  arpents  front;  which  they  allege  he  has  taken  possession  of 
without  any  title. 

The  defendant  pleads, 

1.  That  the  "plaintiffs  are  not,  as  they  style  themselves,  the  natural 
children  of  P.  Bonne. 

2.  That  they  are  not  free  persons,  being  bom  from  a  woman  slave 
at  the  time  of  their  birth. 

3.  That  they  are  not,  as  they  state  they  are,  testamentary  heirs  of 
P.  Bonne. 

4  That  he  has  been  in  possession  of  the  premises  in  question,  for 
more  than  ten  years,  in  virtue  of  a  just  title,  and  with  good  faith. 

5.  That  the  plaintiffs  have  received  from  their  mother,  the  price  of 
the  property  sued  for. 

6.  That  all  and  singular  the  allegations,  contained  in  the  petition, 
are  untrue. 

The  court  below  decreed  the  land  to  the  plaintiffs,  but  condemned 
them  to  pay  the  purchase-money,  on  the  ground  that  they  were  heirs 
of  their  mother,  from  whom  the  defendant  had  bought. 
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The  defendant  appealed,  and  the  plaintiffs  have  asked  in  this  court 
that  they  be  relieved  against  that  part  of  the  judgment  which  directs 
them  to  pay  the  original  purchase-money  to  the  appellant. 

The  first  and  second  points  made  by  appellant,  have  been  aban- 
doned on  the  argument.  In  support  of  the  third,  he  has  principally 
relied  on  alleged  defects  in  the  last  will  and  testament  of  the  plaintifis' 
ancestor,  by  which  they  were  instituted  his  heirs.  The  principal  ob- 
jection has  been  drawn  from  a  rule  of  the  Spanish  law,  which  requires 
that  in  case  the  testator  does  not  speak,  nor  understand  the  language 
of  the  notary,  the  public  interpreter  shall  be  called  in;  and  in  case 
there  is  no  public  interpreter  in  the  place,  some  other  person  who 
understands  the  language  shall  be  required  to  assist  at  the  making  of 
the  will,  and  that  such  person  shall  be  duly  sworn  to  faithfully  ex- 
plain the  declarations  of  the  person  desirous  to  make  his  will  Fe^ 
brerOfp.  1,  cap,  l^secL  28,  no,  297, 

It  is  said  that  it  does  not  appear  on  the  face  of  the  testament,  that 
the  person  who  assisted  as  interpreter  was  a  public  officer  of  the  go- 
vernment, or  if  he  was  not,  that  he  was  duly  sworn  according  to  law. 

The  will  was  made  in  the  year  1799,  before  the  change  of  govern- 
ment. The  Spanish  law  did  not  require,  as  our  Code  does,  it  should 
appear  on  the  face  of  the  instrument  itself,  that  all  the  formalities 
necessary  to  give  effect  to  a  will,  previous  to  the  signature  of  the 
testator  and  the  witnesses,  had  been  complied  with.  Proof  of  this 
could  be  received,  when  the  testament  was  admitted  to  probate,  and 
the  execution  ordered.  This  we  are  bound  to  presume  was  furnished, 
when  the  competent  authority  directed  the  will,  mider  which  the 
heirs  claim,  to  be  carried  into  effect.  So  long  as  this  judgment 
remains  unreversed,  and  the  validity  of  the  will  unimpeached  by  the 
heirs  at  law,  we  apprehend  that  a  third  person  who  detains  th^  pro- 
perty of  the  deceased  has  not  a  right  to  contest  it.  The  rule  of  res 
inter  alios  acta  non  nocet  does  not  apply  to  a  case  like  this.  The  will 
is  not  introduced  per  se  as  binding  on  the  rights  of  third  parties,  but 
as  a  fact  in  tracing  title,  as  constituting  a  part  of  the  muniments  of  an 
estate.  If  it  were  on  the  face  of  it  absolutely  null  and  void,  it  would 
then  perhaps  give  rise  to  a  different  question,  the  party  in  possession 
might  say,  it  could  produce  no  effect,  Aic  tuus  tituiusy  revera  tiiulus 
non  est.  What  you  offer  does  not,  nor  cannot  transfer  the  right  of 
your  ancestor,  and  therefore  you  cannot  claim  from  me,  what 
belonged  to  him.  But  this  will  is  not  on  the  face  of  it  null  and  void; 
it  is  merely  voidable.  It  therefore  does  transfer  the  right  of  the  an- 
cestor, unless  set  aside  and  annulled,  by  those  to  whom  the  succession 
would  have  devolved,  in  case  the  testament  had  been  made.  Mer- 
lin's Rep.  de  Juris,  vol.  8,  verbo  NuilitSy  660,  sect.  3;  Breedlove  & 
Bradford  v.  Turner,  9  Martin,  377;  Barr  v,  Gratz,  4  Wheaton,  213, 
220. 

The  next  question  to  be  decided,  is  presented  by  the  plea  of  the 
defendant,  that  he  has  acquired  a  title  to  the  premises  by  prescription. 
As  thirty  years  have  not  elapsed  since  he  entered  into  possession,  it  is 
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necessary  for  the  validity  of  this  pretension,  that  he  should  show  a 
just  title,  and  good  faith.  In  support  of  the  first,  which  is  necessarily 
the  basis  of  the  latter,  he  presents  a  public  act,  which  purports,  that 
the  testamentary  executrix  of  the  will  under  which  the  plaintiflFs 
claim,  and  one  Francisco  de  Rua,  her  atttorney  in  fact,  had  sold  to 
the  defendant  the  premises  now  in  dispute,  as  part  of  the  succession 
of  the  ancestor  of  the  petitioner.  To  this  title  the  plaintiffs  have  ob- 
jected, and  we  think  correctly,  that  the  instrument  not  being  signed 
by  the  executrix,  nor  by  any  person  for  her,  it  is  null,  and  cannot  be 
a  just  title,  on  which  to  base  prescription* 

The  last  point  is  disposed  of  by  that  just  decided.  The  act  is  no 
better  evidence  of  the  receipt  of  the  purchase-money,  than  it  is  of  the 
sale.  One  of  the  heirs.  Rosette,  having  discontinued  since  the  com- 
mencement of  this  action,  judgment  must  be  rendered  in  favor  of 
those  who  have  persisted  in  their  claim. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  parish  court  be  reversed,  avoided  and  annulled,  and,  proceed- 
ing  to  give  such  judgment  here,  as  in  our  opinion  ought  to  have  been 
given  in  the  court  below,  it  is  ordered  and  decreed,  that  the  plaintiffs 
Jean  Baptiste,  Jacques,  Charles,  Manuel,  and  Adelaide,  do  recover  of 
the  defendant,  five-sixths  of  the  premises  claimed  in  the  petition, 
with  costs  in  both  courts. 

Morel,  for  the  plaintiffs. 
Dennis,  for  the  defendant 


Plauche  v.  Plauche.     Ill,  N.  S.  463. 

COURT  of  Probates  of  New  Orleans. 

The  curator  should  be  adjudged  ten  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the 
revenue  produced  by  the  estate  of  the  heir  while  under  his  manage- 
ment. 
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Fougard  v.  Tourregaud.     Ill,  N.  S-  464. 

Certificate  of  notary  under  the  act  of  1821,  is  not  evidence  unless  the  forms  prescribed  by 

statute  have  been  strictly  pursued. 
But  if  received  without  objection  it  is  legal  evidence. 
If  a  paper  be  evidence  of  one  fact,  and  not  of  another,  it  will  be  presumed  to  have  be^n 

read,  to  prove  that  which  could  be  legally  established  by  it 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Tlie  defendant  is  sued  as  endorser  of  a  promissory  note.  He  pleads 
want  of  notice  of  protest;  that  the  note  had  been  secured  by  a  mort- 
gage on  property,  which  the  plaintiff  in  this  suit  had  permitted  to  be 
sold  on  an  execution  against  her;  and  that  as  she  had,  by  her  own 
act,  deprived  herself  of  the  power  to  make  a  cession  of  the  right 
accessary  to  the  note,  she  cannot  recover  from  the  defendant. 

On  the  trial,  the  plaintiff  offered  as  evidence  of  notice  of  the  protest, 
a  declaration  of  a  notary  public,  made  in  pursuance  to  an  act  of  the 
legislature  of  the  stale,  approved  the  14th  of  February,  1821,  entitled 
"  An  act  concerning  protests  of  bills  of  exchange  and  promissory 
notes,  and  notices  to  be  given  to  drawers  and  endorsers."  The 
defendant  did  not  object  to  its  introduction,  till  after  the  evidence  was 
gone  through;  but  called  on  the  judge  to  charge  the  jury,  that  the 
declaration  was  not  legal  evidence  of  notice,  as  it  had  not  been  drawn 
up  in  the  form  prescribed  by  law.  The  judge  refused  to  direct  the 
jury  as  prayed  for,  and  the  defendant  excepted  to  his  opinion. 

This  act  of  the  legislature  makes  a  great  innovation  on  the  rules  of 
evidence.  It  renders  men  responsible  to  any  amount,  on  the  mere 
declaration  of  others,  and  waives  the  solemnity  of  an  oath  in  regard 
to  facts  which  are  matters  en  pais.  Such  a  law  cannot  receive  too 
rigid  a  construction,  and  he,  who  claims  the  benefit  of  it,  should  bring 
himself  within  its  letter. 

That  principle  we  should  not  fail  to  apply  to  this  case,  had  the 
proceedings  in  the  court  below  enabled  us  to  do  so.  But  as  has 
been  already  stated,  the  certificate  or  declaration  of  the  notary,  was 
received  in  evidence  without  opposition,  and  once  permitted  to  go  to 
the  jury  there  could  be  no  further  question  in  regard  to  its  legality; 
the  only  thing  to  be  examined  was  its  effect:  whether,  in  other  words, 
it  was  sufiicient  to  satisfy  the  minds  of  the  jury  of  the  truth  of  the 
facts  therein  stated,  and  of  that,  they,  and  not  the  court,  were  the 
judges.  Whether  the  statement  was  worthy  of  credit,  did  not  depend 
on  the  form  in  which  it  was  written,  though  the  legality  of  admitting 
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it  as  evidence  did.  Highlander  v.  Fluke,  5  Martin j  459;  Babineau  v, 
Cormier,  1  Martin^  456;  Pannell  v,  Coe,  Ibid,  614;  M'Neely  v, 
M'Neely,  Ibid.  646. 

The  defendant,  however,  insists,  that  without  contesting  the  correct- 
ness of  this  i3ule,  he  does  not  come  within  its  operation,  because  the 
paper  offered  here  was  evidence  of  the  protest,  as  well  as  evidence  of 
the  notice  of  that  protest:  that  he  conld  not  have  objected  to  it  as 
proof  of  the  former,  and  that  consequently  no  assent  can  be  presumed 
on  his  part,  that  it  should  be  received  as  evidence  of  the  latter,  it 
being  a  well  established  principle  in  this  court,  that  when  a  paper  is 
introduced,  which  is  legal  proof  of  one  fact,  and  not  of  another,  it  can 
never  be  assumed  it  was  read  to  establish  any  thing  which  by  law 
could  not  be  proved  by  it.     Breedlove  et  al.  v.  Turner,  9  Martin^  380. 

This  exception  is  certainly  correct,  but  the  application  of  it  is  not 
well  founded.  Th^  protest  was  proved  by  the  original  instrument  of 
protest.  The  introduction  of  the  copy,  with  the  declaration  of  the 
notary,  that  he  had  given  due  notice  to  the  endorsers,  cannot  be  pre- 
sumed to  have  been  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  that  the  note  had 
been  protested.  Unless  we  supposed  the  plaintiff  wished  to  prove 
one  fact  twice,  and  not  to  prove  another,  equally  as  essential  to  his 
right  of  recovery. 

We  are  unable  to  perceive  any  weight  in  the  second  ground  of 
defence,  taken  by  the  defendant.  He  was  a  party  to  the  suit,  in 
which  the  slave  he  now  claims  a  cession  of,  was  sold.  The  proceeds 
of  that  sale  have  been  applied  to  his  credit,  for  had  not  the  price 
been  deducted,  he  would  have  been  responsible  for  the  whole  amount 
of  the  note. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  parish  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Morei^  for  the  plaintiff. 

Barbirij  for  the  defendant. 


Dulillet  V.  Dutillet's  Syndics.     Ill,  N.  S.  468- 

The  act  of  1813,  in  that  part  which  requires  the  registry  of  marriage  contracts  thereto* 
fore  passed,  to  be  recorded  within  a  year  from  the  passage  of  the  aet|  &c.  &.e.  is  not 
UDconstitutional  a«  regards  the  constitution  of  the  United  States* 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 
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Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  only  question  presented  to  us  is  the  constitutionality  of  that 
part  of  the  act  of  1813,  chap.  14,  1  Martinis  Digest y  100^  vfh\c\i 
requires  marriage  contracts  heretofore  passed,  to  be  recorded  within 
a  year  from  the  passage  of  the  act,  and  declares,  that  such  marriage 
contracts,  as  may  not  be  recorded  accordingly,  shall  thereafter  have 
no  effect,  except  between  the  parties  thereto. 

It  is  urged,  the  Civil  Code  has  provided  that  **  the  law  disposes, 
for  the  future  only;  it  cannot  have  any  retrospective  effect;'*  Civil 
Code,  4,  art.  7;  that  the  constitution  of  the  state,  and  that  of  the  United 
States,  inhibit  the  passage  of  ex  post  facto  laws  and  of  laws  impair- 
ing the  obligation  of  contracts. 

We  have  not  examined  whether  the  act  of  1813  be  in  opposition 
to  the  Code;  because  if  it  be,  it  abrogates  it,  leges  poster ioreSypriores 
contraries  abrogant. 

It  is  settled  by  the  highest  judicial  authority  in  these  states  that  the 
expression,  ex  post  facto  laws,  in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
must  be  understood  as  confined  to  criminal  cases,  3  Dallas,  386,  and 
we  think  that  its  technical  meaning  is  the  one,  in  which  the  expres- 
sion is  used  in  the  copslitution  of  this  state. 

So,  the  question  reduces  itself  to  the  inquiry  whether  the  provision 
be  void,  as  impairing  the  obligations  of  a  contract. 

On  this  point  we  cannot  be  aided  by  decisions  of  the  British  courts, 
and  very  little  more  by  those  of  the  French. 

The  power  of  the  legislator  over  every  article  of  property,  in  action 
or  possession,  and  to  make  private  rights  yield  to  public  exigencies 
is  admitted;  and,  he  who  seeks  to  enforce  his  rights  by  law  must 
submit  to  the  regulations  established  by  the  legislator  for  the  general 
welfare. 

Every  civilised  country  has  seen  fit  to  establish  some  law  pre- 
scribing a  limited  time,  within  which  rights  should  be  asserted.  This 
law  the  civilians  justly  call  Patrona  huinani  generis.  In  this  coun- 
try, various  terms  are  fixed,  from  one,  to  thirty  years.  This  time 
does  not  impair  the  obligations  of  contracts,  although  it  destroys  the 
legality  of  such  obligations,  reducing  them  from  legal  and  moral 
obligations  to  mere  moral  obligations.  Public  tranquillity  requires 
that  latent  claims  should  not  spring  up,  at  distant  times  to  destroy 
the  tranquillity  of  individuals;  that  every  creditor  should  disclose  his 
demand  in  due  time. 

In  the  present  case,  the  legislator  has  considered  that  there  were 
in  this  state  many  latent  or  tacit  mortgages,  which  greatly  obstructed 
the  commerce  or  mutation  of  property;  that  these  concealed  claims 
were  often  a  snare  to  the  unwary.  They,  therefore,  ordered,  that  in 
future,  they  should  not  exist;  but,  that  the  creditors  of  them  should 
publicly  announce  them  to  the  world  by  registering  in  an  office  to 
which  easy  access  could  be  had.  The  standing  claims  could  not  be 
submitted  to  any  regulation  antecedent,  but  time  was  given  for  the 
holders  of  them  to  proclaim  them  to  the  world,  and  the  obligation 
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was  imposed  on  them  to  register  them.  But  as  a  law  is  ineffectual 
without  a  sanction,  it  was  provided  that  the  party,  who  should,  in 
violation,  conceal  his  claim  by  refusing  or  neglecting  to  record  it, 
should  not  have  any  benefit  of  it,  to  the  injury  of  third  persons,  of 
those  who  were  not  parties  to  the  contract,  in  which  such  claim 
originated. 

This  appears  to  us  a  provision  of  the  nature  of  an  act  of  limitation, 
one  which,  according  to  our  jurisprudence,  does  not  impair  the  obli- 
gation of  a  contract. 

If  A  has  promised  to  B  to  pay  him  a  sum  of  money,  by  a  promis- 
sory note,  a  late  law  of  this  state  says  A  must  sue,  assert  his  claim 
against  B,  within  a  limited  time  or  he  will  be  barred;  theretofore  the 
time  was  thirty  years,  it  is  now  reduced  to  six,  and  the  law  will 
operate  six  years  after  its  promulgation,  on  notes  executed  long 
before  it  Is  not  this  adding  and  imposing  a  new  condition,  which 
was  not  thought  of  by  the  parties,  at  the  time  of  the  contract?  Surely 
it  is;  but  it  operates,  it  is  said,  on  the  remedy  alone,  the  legal  remedy. 
Take  away  the  legal  remedy  from  the  legal  and  moral  obligation  of 
a  contract,  it  is  reduced,  impaired  to  a  mere  moral  obligation;  and 
this  is  right,  because  the  legislature  has  thought  public  exigency 
demanded  it  Now  in  the  present  case,  the  legislature,  reviewing 
the  evils  resulting  from  certain  claims  being  suffered  to  be  concealed, 
has  required  not  that  they  should  be  asserted  by  suits,  within  a  limited 
time,  but  they  should  be  recorded.  This  we  consider  the  legitimate 
exercise  of  legitimate  power.  They  had  a  right  to  compel  holders  of 
such  claims  to  exhibit  them  to  the  public.  They  had  also  a  right  to 
compel  obedience  to  their  command,  and  a  denial  of  any  remedy 
against  persons  not  parties  to  the  contract,  was  the  means  they  re- 
sorted to.  They  viewed  it  within  the  scope  of  their  constitutional 
power. 

If  it  clearly  appeared  to  this  tribunal  that  the  constitutional  bar- 
riers had  been  overleaped,  it  would  become  our  duty,  and  we  hope, 
we  would  have  the  firmness,  to  say  so.  We  would  lament  the 
necessity  of  differing  in  opinion  with  the  legislature  of  the  state,  but 
its  opinion  could  not  stand  between  our  consciences  and  our  God. 
We  would  respect  it,  but  we  would  deliver  our  owil  On  the  most 
mature  reflection,  we  conclude  it  is  our  duty  to  give  our  aid  to  the 
execution  of  the  law. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  parish  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Dt  ^rmaSy  for  the  plaintiff. 

DenniSy  for  the  defendant. 


Vol.  III.— 12 
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Bradford's  Curator  v.  Beauchamp.     Ill,  N.  S.  473. 

THIRD  District. 

A  curator  may  demand  the  succession  of  his  intestate's  son,  who 
died  in  his  father's  lifetime:  the  right  of  intestate  was  vested  by  law 
and  required  only  to  be  exercised  by  the  apprehension  or  possession 
of  the  property  of  the  estate;  it  required  no  formal  acceptance.  If  it 
did,  the  succession  is  accepted  by  the  present  suit. 

The  validity  of  a  will,  which  has  not  been  presented  to  the  judge 
of  probates,  will  not  be  inquired  into  in  the  district  court. 

Till  such  a  will  has  been  so  presented,  it  cannot  authorise  pre- 
scription. 


Faurie  et  al.  v.  Millaudon  d  al.     Ill,  N.  S.  47  6, 


The  directors  of  a  bank,  even  aAer  the  expiration  of  its  charter,  are  not  suable  by  any 
number  of  stockholders  to  answer  particular  charges  of  fraud  or  mismanagement  in 
damages. 

THIRD  District. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  plaintiffs,  stockholders  of  the  Planters'  Bank,  allege  that  the 
defendants^  whom  they  had  appointed  directors  of  said  bank,  have 
so  mismanaged  its  concerns,  in  violation  of  their  duty,  and  its  charter, 
that  the  plaintiffs  have  not  only  been  deprived  of  any  dividend  or 
profit,  but  their  shares  have  become  of  very  little  or  no  value.  Facts 
of  positive  fraud  and  collusion,  by  which  an  immense  loss  has  accrued, 
are  stated.  It  is  further  alleged,  that  the  defendants,  after  the  expira- 
tion of  their  time  of  service  as  directors,  continued  themselves,  with- 
out authority,  in  the  management  of  the  funds  of  the  bank;  that  by 
this  misconduct  and  the  inability  of  the  bank  to  pay  its  notes,  the 
charter  has  been  forfeited  and  the  corporation  dissolved.  The  petition 
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concludes  that  the  petitioners  may  be  respectively  awarded  the  price 
of  Iheir  respective  shares,  with  damages. 

The  general  issue  was  pleaded;  the  defendants*  liability  or  ac- 
countability to  the  plaintiffs,  and  the  dissolution  of  the  corporation, 
were  denied. 

The  district  court  was  of  opinion  that  *«  the  charter  of  the  bank  is 
still  in  force,  and  until  it  expires  or  be  declared  void  by  a  competent 
authority,  no  action  can  be  maintained  by  any  member  of  it  against 
another.*'     The  petition  was  accordingly  dismissed. 

At  the  hearing  we  stopped  the  counsel  of  the  defendants,  being 
clearly  of  opinion  that  the  action  is  not  maintainable. 

The  district  judge  was  certainly  correct,  the  case  being  as  he  stated 
it,  that  of  a  corporation  still  in  existence. 

The  counsel  for  the  defendants,  however,  urges,  that  in  the  argu- 
ment, which  is  to  be  as  on  a  demurrer,  the  dissolution  of  the  corpora- 
tion being  averred,  must  be  assumed. 

Taking  it  so,  the  parties  stand  exactly  in  the  situation  of  members 
of  a  firm,  whose  partnership  has  expired. 

In  such  a  case  nothing  is  more  clear,  than  that  the  acting  partners 
are  not  accountable  to  the  others,  much  less  to  a  number  of  them,  even 
the  majority  or  more,  for  any  particular  transaction,  singly,  nor  any 
number  of  transactions,  but  only  for  that  balance,  which  after  a  set- 
tlement of  accounts,  shall  appear  due;  and  that  the  account  ought  to 
be  rendered  in  presence  of  all  the  partners,  who  must  be  made  defen- 
dants, if  they  are  unwilling  to  be  plaintiffs. 

We  held,  in  the  western  district,  that  a  pistrtner  has  no  action 
against  another,  except  to  make  him  account  until  a  final  settlement 
takes  place,  and  then  for  the  balance  that  appears  due.  Drumgoole 
V.  Gardner  et  al,^  10  Martin^  435.  And  since,  that  a  partner  has  no 
right  to  be  paid,  until  all  claims  against  the  partnership  are  dis- 
charged. Ward  V.  Brandt  et  al,^  11  Martin^  333.  In  Ozeas  v. 
Johnson,  C.  J.  Tilghman  of  Pennsylvania,  set  aside  a  verdict  (which 
he  considered  correct  on  the  merits)  obtained  by  a  partner  against 
another,  on  the  sole  ground  that  there  was  no  proof  that  the  parties 
had  settled  the  accounts  of  the  partnership,  and  that  all,  that  either 
partner  is  entitled  to,  is  his  share  of  what  ought  to  remain  after  the 
partnership  debts  are  paid.     1  Binney,  193;  Smith  v.  Barron,  2  D. 

&E.  4:78. 

Admitting,  therefore,  that  all  that  is  alleged  is  true,  the  defendants 
are  accountable  for  the  loss  their  fraud  or  ill  conduct  has  occasioned 
to  the  stockholders;  but  the  sum  they  thus  owe  is  part  of  the  common 
fund,  which  is  not  to  be  divided  till  the  debts  of  the  partnership  are 
paid,  and  a  balance  struck. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment  of 
the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Livermore  and  EustiSy  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Wagaman  and  GrymeSy  for  the  defendants. 
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Exnicios  v.  Weiss.     Ml,  N.  S.  480. 

SECOND  District. 

The  attestation  of  a  parish  judge  is  legal,  although  he  subscribes 
himself  A  B  judge,  and  not  A  B  parish  judge. 

The  vendee  is  not  disturbed  by  the  recovery  of  the  land  by  an 
adverse  claimant  in  a  suit,  in  which  the  former  was  not  a  party. 

An  injunction  will  not  be  dissolved  although  originally  improperly 
granted,  if  it  appear  that  a  subsequent  event  will  require  it  to  issue, 
if  dissolved. 
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Johnson  el  al.  v.  Sterling.     HI,  N.  S.  483. 

THIRD  District. 

If  debts  be  assigned  as  collateral  security,  by  public  act,  the  assignee 
is  not  obliged  to  use  the  same  diligence  as  the  endorsee  of  negotiable 
paper. 

An  agreement  that  the  expenses  of  collection  shall  be  borne  by 
the  assignor,  does  not  authorise  the  assignee  to  charge  a  fee  for  his 
own  trouble. 

The  case  of  Flower  v.  M'Micken  was  one,  in  which  the  plaintiff 
undertook  to  use  all  the  necessary  steps  for  the  collection  of  the  debt 
without  delay;  here  there  was  no  such  stipulation,  the  debts  were 
assigned  as  collateral  security  and  plaintiffs  might  collect  them  at  any 
time  since  the  assignment. 

For  the  calculation  of  interest,  the  principle  is  quoted  from  Hynson 
V.  Madden  et  al.,  1  N.  S.  571. 


12* 
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Aubert  v.  Buhler  et  al.     Ill,  N.  S.  489. 

A  twelve  months*  bond  is  oot  void  if  taken  for  more  than  the  property  sold  for. 

Sheriff  may  amend  his  return  after  a  contest,  in  which  its  validity  is  attacked. 

A  sheriff  may  return  a  writ  of  execution  aAer  the  return  day. 

Purchasers  at  sherifis*  sales  cannot  be  affected  by  irregularities  which  occur  after  the  sale. 

If  a  levy  be  made  before  the  return  day,  a  sale  may  be  made  after. 

THIRD  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  case  originated  in  an  application  for  an  injunction,  and  the 
grounds  on  which  it  is  prayed  for,  are  stated  in  the  petition  to  be: 
That  on  an  execution  issued  in  favor  of  the  heirs  of  Davenport  v. 
Charles  Cousinard  and  others,  one  of  the  defendants  in  that  suit  be- 
came the  purchaser  of  a  slave  named  Phillis,  for  the  sum  of  599 
dollars  and  87  cents,  for  which  he  gave  his  bond  to  the  sheriff,  at 
twelve  months,  for  600  dollars,  and  the  present  plaintiff  became 
surety  thereto.  That  the  writ  under  which  this  property  was  sold, 
was  returnable  on  the  19th  day  of  April,  1823,  and  the  sale  took 
place  on  the  21st  of  that  month.  That  the  writ  was  not  returned 
into  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  court  out  of  which  it  issued  until  the 
19th  of  April,  1824,  nor  the  bond  until  the  20th  of  August  of  the 
same  year.  That  the  principal  in  the  obligation  has  property  enough 
to  satisfy  the  same;  and  that  the  plaintiff  is  ready  to  furnish  money 
to  have  the  discussion  of  said  property  carried  into  effect.  By  reason 
of  all  which  premises  it  is  prayed  that  the  bond  maybe  declared  null 
and  void;  that  the  defendants  may  pay  damages  for  illegally  pro- 
ceeding to  seize  the  plaintiff^s  property,  and  that  an  injunction  may 
issue  restraining  them  from  all  further  proceedings,  until  the  final 
judgment  of  the  court  in  the  cause. 

The  defendants  pleaded  the  general  issue.  The  court,  on  hearing, 
dissolved  the  injunction,  and  the  plaintiff  appealed. 

The  following  grounds  have  been  relied  on  in  this  court,  to  obtain 
a  reversal  of  the  decision  of  that  of  the  first  instance. 

1.  The  twelve  months'  bond  is  taken  for  a  greater  amount  than  the 
debt,  interest  and  costs,  and  therefore,  illegal. 

2.  That  as  the  sheriff  did  not  pass  the  sale,  and  take  the  bond  until 
after  the  return  day  of  the  fieri  facias  had  been  out,  and  the  writ 
expired,  the  bond  was  null  and  void. 

3.  That  the  bond  has  not  the  force  of  a  judgment,  (even  supposing 
it  in  other  respects  valid,)  it  not  having  been  returned  with  the  execu- 
tion, as  the  law  requires. 
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4.  Property  specially  mortgaged,  should  be  first  discussed. 
And  lastly,  that  the  court  below  erred  in  permitting  the  sheriff  to 
amend  the  defect  in  his  return. 

I.  In  support  of  the  first  position  it  has  been  contended,  that  a  bond 
of  this  description  can  only  be  valid,  by  virtue  of  the  statute  which 
creates  it,  and  that  the  act  does  not  authorise  the  sheriff  to  take  a 
bond  for  more  than  the  debt  and  interest.  Acts  of  1817,  sect  14  and 
15,  p.  86. 

The  objection  is  neither  supported  by  law,  nor  by  the  fiicts  as  proved 
in  evidence.  Were  the  allegations  in  the  petition  true,  the  obligation 
would  still  have  been  good  for  the  sum,  for  which  the  prpperty  was 
really  sold.  A  mere  clerical  error  of  the  kind  would  not  avoid  it. 
9  Cranch,  28;  5  Martin^  193.  It  appears,  however,  there  was  in 
truth  no  error  in  the  bond,  the  mistake  arose  from  the  sheriff's  return* 
ing  he  had  sold  the  property  for  twelve  and  a  half  cents  less  than  the 
sum  for  which  it  was  adjudged.  It  was  objected  in  the  court  below, 
and  the  objection  has  been  renewed  here,  that  the  district  court  erred 
in  permitting  the  sheriff  to  amend  his  return,  after  a  contest  had 
arisen  in  which  .the  regularity  of  his  proceedings  was  collaterally 
involved.  We  think,  however,  the  court  acted  legally,  in  permitting 
the  error  to  be  corrected.  If  the  amendment  was  in  conformity  to 
(he  truth  of  the  case,  it  would  have  been  a  great  hardship  on  the 
plaintiff  in  execution,  to  have  made  him  suffer  from  the  mistake  of 
the  officer.  If  false  the  sheriff  is  liable  to  an  action,  for  these  altera* 
tions  are  made  at  his  peril.  The  following  cases  will  show  how 
liberal  the  courts  of  our  sister  states  are,  in  allowing  amendments  of 
this  kind;  in  some  of  the  instances  we  refer  to,  the  indulgence  was 
extended  further  than  that  which  was  accorded  here.  1  Johnson's 
Cases,  31;  5  Johnson,  89;  9  IbicL  384;  3  Gaines,  98;  1  Co  wen's  Rep. 
413;  11  Mass.  Rep.  413,  477;  1  Taunton,  322. 

II.  The  second  ground  on  which  the  appellant  relies,  has  been 
siBtained  on  the  15th  section  of  the  act  of  1817,  as  it  is  commonly 
called;  by  which  it  is  provided,  the  sheriff  shall  make  return,  on  or 
before  the  return  day.  The  letter  of  the  law  it  is  said  must  be 
pursued,  and  the  bond  is  null  and  void,  because  the  directions  of  the 
statate  have  not  been  strictly  pursued.  Acts  of  1817,  36,  sect.  15, 
Civil  Code,  4, 13. 

The  provisions  of  the  act  referred  to,  in  relation  to  the  period 
within  which  sheriffe  should  return  writs  of  execution,  were  made 
for  tiie  benefit  of  the  plaintiff,  and  to  remedy  an  evil  sensibly  felt 
previous  to  the  passage  of  the  law,  of  these  officers  holding  back  writs, 
and  failing  to  pay  over  the  money  made  on  them.  The  construction 
contended  for,  would  increase,  rather  than  diminish  the  evil  intended 
to  be  remedied.  It  would  create  a  greater  delay  than  that  which 
arose  out  of  the  earlier  provisions  on  this  subject,  deprive  the  plaintiff 
entirely  of  the  benefit  of  his  execution,  and  force  him  to  take  out  a 
new  one.  Nor  would  the  evil  cease  here;  it  would  be  still  more 
disastrous  to  the  defendant;  for,  if  the  writ  were  null  and  void  by  not 
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being  returned  on  the  day  fixed  by  law,  it  would  then  follow  the 
money  might  be  made  a  second  time  on  the  alias  writ  of  execution. 
A  pruiciple,  the  adoption  of  which  would  bring  with  it  such  strange 
consequences,  cannot  receive  the  sanction  of  this  court.  And  even 
admitting  the  doctrine  to  be  as  contended  for,  between  plaintiff  and 
defendant,  we  are  clear,  that  as  the  purchaser  cannot  be  affected  by 
any  irregularities  of  the  officer  in  relation  to  the  writ,  which  may 
occur  subsequent  to  the  sale  of  the  property;  he  has  no  right  to  set 
these  irregularities  up  as  a  defence  against  paymg  the  purchase- 
money.  AH  that  concerns  him  is,  that  the  proceedings  previous  to 
the  sale  have  been  legal,  and  that  he  obtain  a  conveyance  in  due 
form  of  law.  Whether,  say  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
in  a  case  very  similar  to  this,  the  marshal  makes  a  correct  return, 
or  any  return  at  all  to  the  writ,  is  immaterial  to  the  purchaser. 
4  Wheaton,  506. 

The  same  reasoning  applies  to  the  objection  raised,  on  the  ground 
that  the  bond  was  not  returned  into  the  office  at  the  time  directed  by 
the  act  of  the  general  assembly;  it  is  a  question  with  which  the  plain- 
tiff in  this  suit  has  nothing  to  do. 

The  only  part  of  the  objection  contained  in  the  second  ground  pre- 
sented by  the  plaintiff,  which  requires  an  attentive  consideration,  is 
that  which  objects  to  a  want  of  title,  from  the  return  day  of  the  writ 
having  expired,  at  the  time  the  sale  was  made  by  the  sheriff.  The 
facts,  on  which  this  objection  rests,  do  not  appear  very  clearly  from 
the  record,  for  neither  in  the  return  of  the  sheriff,  nor  in  the  deed  of 
conveyance,  is  it  stated  on  what  day  the  adjudication  took  place. 
We  are  left  to  presume  it  from  the  date  of  the  bond,  which  the  law 
requires  to  be  taken  at  twelve  months,  with  interest  from  the  day  of 
sale.  This  we  have  concluded,  though  not  without  some  hesitation, 
is  sufficient  to  authorise  us  to  examine  the  correctness  of  the  objection 
relied  on. 

The  ancient  laws  of  the  country  can  afford  us  little  aid  in  settling 
this  question;  the  form  of  the  writ  under  the  Spanish  practice,  and 
mode  of  executing  it,  being  so  entirely  different  n*om  that  introduced 
by  the  act  establishing  our  courts,  and  regulating  their  proceedings. 

It  is  a  well  established  principle  in  that  country  from  whose  juris- 
prudence we  have  taken  the  name,  and  with  some  slight  alterations 
the  form  of  our  writ  of  fieri  facias^  that  if  a  levy  be  made  under  a 
writ  of  execution  before  the  return  day,  the  sheriff  may  proceed  to 
sell  afterwards.  It  has  been  objected,  that  as  our  laws  contain  no 
provision  for  issuing  a  writ  similar  to  that  of  venditioni  exponas, 
such  an  extension  cannot  be  given  to  the  writ  oi  fieri  facias  here. 

But  the  authority  to  sell  under  that  writ  after  the  return  day,  as 
practised  in  our  sister  states,  is  founded  on  considerations  totally  dis- 
tinct from  the  existence  of  other  process.  That  of  venditioni  expo^ 
nas  generally  goes  when  the  fieri  facias  has  been  returned;  and  the 
case  in  which  it  is  most  frequently  used  is,  where  the  officer  returns 
that  the  goods  seized  by  him  remain  unsold  for  want  of  buyers.    If, 
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however,  he  can  make  a  sale  under  the  first  writ,  though  the  return 
day  should  'have  expired;  the  authorities  are  most  express  be  may 
do  so.  Public  convenience  is  much  in  favor  of  a  similar  rule  being 
adopted  here,  and  we  see  nothing  in  the  statute  that  forbids  it;  The 
provision  which  directs  the  writs  to  be  returned  on  or  before  the  re- 
turn day,  was  made,  as  has  beeh  already  shown,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  plaintiflF,  and  if  he  choose  to  waive  it,  and  permit  the  sheriff  to 
proceed  and  finish  with  what  he  has  commenced,  the  other  parties 
cannot  object  If  a  contrary  doctrine  were  recognised,  it  would  in 
its  operation  delay  the  plaintiff,  and  expose  the  defendant  to  addi- 
tional costs.  The  case  of  Crocket  v.  Watkins,  was  quite  different 
from  the  present;  there  the  sheriff  advertised  the  property  at  periods 
other  than  those  fixed  by  law.  4  Martin^  540;  2  Dunlap's  Practice, 
800;  2  Tidd's  Practice,  934;  2  Caines,  243;  4  Wheaton,  506. 

III.  IV.  The  third  point  has  been  disposed  of  by  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed on  the  second;  the  fourth,  which  requires  discussion  of  the 
principal's  property  is  opposed  to  a  positive  provision  of  our  Code. 
Judicial  sureties  have  no  right  to  claim  it.    434,  art.  29. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Christy  J  for  the  plaintiff. 

Preston,  for  the  defendants. 


Gurlie  et  al  v.  Coquet.     Ill,  N.  S.  498. 

An  appeal  lies  from  the  order  of  a  oonrt  ordering  a  writ  of  leiEuro  and  sale. 
The  plaintiff  cannot  proceed  at  once  by  the  via  exectUiva  and  via  orditwria. 

FIRST  District 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

This  suit  is  foimded  on  several  promissory  notes  made  in  negotia- 
ble form,  and  is  instituted  by  the  endorsers  against  the  maker.  The 
plaintifls  claim  also,  as  a  security  for  the  sum  due  by  the  said  notes, 
the  benefit  of  a  mortgage  given  on  certain  lots,  houses,  and  negroes, 
as  set  forth  in  their  petition;  alleging  that  it  was  executed  by  the 
defendant,  in  relation  to  the  contract,  which  gave  rise  to  the  negotia- 
ble notes  above  stated.  The  petition  commences  in  ordinary  form, 
and  sets  out  in  general  terms  the  causes  of  complaint  on  the  part  of 
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the  plaintiflfs,  and  concludes  with  a  prayer  for  process  and  judgment 
in  the  usual  manner;  and  also  an  additional  prayer  for  an  order  of 
seizure  and  sale  of  the  mortgaged  property;  which  was  granted  by 
the  judge  a  quo.  The  defendant  on  appearing,  moved  the  court  to 
set  aside  the  order  of  seizure,  and  filed  his  answer,  by  which  he 
excepts  to  the  form  of  the  action  and  pleads  the  general  issue.  On 
hearing,  the  motion  to  annul  the  order  of  seizure  and  sale  was  over- 
ruled, and  the  defendants  appealed. 
The  appellees  contend  that  the  appeal  must  be  dismissed, 

1.  Because  no  appeal  lies  from  an  order  of  the  judge  below  given 
in  limine  litis, 

2.  Because  the  decree  of  the  district  court  by  which  the  defendant's 
motion  to  annul  the  order  of  seizure  was  overruled,  is  not  signed. 

3.  Because  the  first  two  points  made  by  the  appellant  before  this 
court,  were  not  made  in  the  court  below. 

The  first  ground  assumed  by  the  counsel  for  the  plaintiflfs,  on  which 
he  claims  a  dismissal  of  the  appeal,  contains  in  it  the  question, 
whether  an  appeal  lies  directly  from  an  order  of  seizure  and  sale 
issued  by  any  of  the  inferior  courts  of  the  state?  This  question  has 
been  already  settled  in  the  case  of  Tilghman  v.  Dias,  12  Martiny  691; 
an  order  of  seizure  is  there  expressly  recognised  as  a  judgment;  and 
that  such  a  decree  is  final  in  its  nature  cannot  be  doubted.  It  is  also 
evident  that  if  erroneously  made,  it  might  do  an  irreparable  injury  to 
the  party  against  whom  it  may  be  pronounced. 

Considering  this  appeal  as  taken  directly  from  the  order  of  seizure 
which  was  signed,  we  deem  it  unnecessary  to  examine  the  appellant's 
second  ground,  for  a  dismissal,  which  rests  solely  on  the  want  of  sig- 
nature to  the  order  by  which  the  defendant's  rule  to  show  cause,  &c. 
was  discharged. 

If  the  reasons  urged  on  us  to  dismiss  the  appeal,  based  on  the 
ground  of  the  defendant's  not  having  expressly  alleged  in  the  court 
below,  the  points,  by  him  relied  on  in  this  court,  have  any  great 
weight  or  importance  in  themselves,  in  relation  to  fairness  and  cor- 
rectness in  judicial  proceedings,  that  weight  is,  in  our  opinion  balanced 
by  the  plea  found  in  the  answer,  being  an  exception  to  the  manner 
and  form  of  the  suit. 

Admitting,  therefore,  the  appellant's  right  to  maintain  his  appeal, 
it  becomes  our  duty  to  inquire  into  the  correctness  and  legality  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  court  below.  The  object  of  the  appeal  is  a  rever- 
sal of  the  order  of  seizure  and  sale.  The  reasons  for  which  this 
reversal  is  claimed,  are  set  forth  in  the  appellant's  points  filed  in  the 
cause,  which  are  four  in  number:  but  being  of  opinion  that  he  ought 
to  prevail  on  the  first  two,  we  will  examine  these  only.  First,  he 
alleges  that  the  seizure  and  sale  were  improperly  ordered,  because 
the  plaintiflfs  chose  to  sue;  and  were  obliged  to  sue  by  the  via  ordi- 
naria.  Secondly,  because  both  modes  of  proceeding,  by  ordinary  suit 
and  order  of  seizure  and  sale,  cannot  be  maintained  at  the  same  time. 

The  summary  judicial  proceeding  in  oiir  courts  by  seizure  and 
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sale,  granted  in  the  first  instance,  in  limine  liiisy  on  authentic  instru- 
ments, having  the  force  of  a  judgment,  known  to  the  Spanish  juris- 
prudence by  the  denomination  oi  juicio  exectitivOy  is  derived  to  us 
solely  from  that  jurisprudence,  and  must,  therefore,  be  entirely  under 
the  government  of  rules  to  be  found  in  those  laws  of  Spain  which 
were,  and  are  still,  binding  on  the  inhabitants  of  this  state.  So  little 
have  our  legislature  interfered  with  this  mode  of  proceeding,  that  it 
seems  yet  to  depend  exclusively  on  the  ancient  laws  of  the  country; 
to  these,  therefore,  we  must  resort  for  the  proper  solution  of  any 
question  which  may  arise  in  the  administration  of  justice  in  this 
mode.  According  to  the  doctrine  taught  by  these  laws,  the  juicio 
execulivo  is  an  extraordinary  judicial  remedy;  and,  on  pleading 
legal  exceptions,  is  easily  changed  into  the  via  or  juicio  ordinarioy 
unless  the  executive  way  be  pursued  strictojure.  The  same  facility 
appears  not  to  be  allowed  in  changing  the  pursuit  from  the  ordinary 
to  the  extraordinary  and  summary  judgment.  The  authorities  cited 
and  relied  on  by  the  appellant's  counsel,  it  is  believed,  support  his 
pretensions. 

It  appears  that  doubts  are  entertained,  whether  a  suitor  could,  be- 
fore having  commenced  his  action  in  the  via  ordinariOy  abandon  his 
pursuit  in  that  way  on  paying  costs,  and  resort  to  the  via  executiva; 
but  the  opinion  seems  to  prevail,  that  a  creditor,  who  had  the  choice 
of  either  mode  of  proceeding,  and  has  chosen  the  ordinary,  cannot, 
after  the  contestatio  litisy  abandon  that  and  pursue  the  extraordinary 
remedy,  without  the  acquiescence  of  the  debtor.  In  the  present  case, 
an  attempt  is  made  to  combine  the  two  actions,  ordinary  and  extra- 
ordinary; and  the  order  of  seizure  seems  to  have  been  granted 
before  the  answer  was  filed,  previous  to  which,  perhaps,  the  plain- 
tifis  would  have  been  at  liberty  to  dismiss  or  abandon  their  suit  in 
common  form,  and  pursue  the  via  executiva.  But  they  perti- 
naciously held  to  both,  until  the  contestatio  litis;  and  cannot  now 
change  the  ordinary  action  into  the  juicio  execulivo,  without  the 
consent  of  the  defendant. 

It  is  difficult  to  imagine  any  thing  that  would  be  more  absurd  in 
judicial  proceedings,  than  to  allow  both  ways  to  be  pursued  at  the 
same  time.  The  object  of  a  suit  by  petition  and  citation,  in  the 
ordinary  mode  prescribed  by  our  laws,  is  to  obtain  judgment;  whilst 
a  resort  to  the  extraordinary  way,  by  immediate  order  of  seizure  and 
sale,  must  be  supported  by  something  which  has  the  force  and  effect 
of  a  judgment. 

The  manner  of  proceeding  attempted  by  the  plaintiffs,  is  not  an 
attempt  to  cumulate  different  causes  of  action  into  one  suit,  but  to 
pursue  one  cause  of  action,  by  claiming  the  benefit  of  two  remedies 
for  a  single  wrong,  which  appears  to  us  to  be  unjust,  oppressive, 
contrary  to  reason,  and  of  course  contrary  to  law.  We  are  therefore 
of  opinion  that  the  plaintiffs  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  proceed  on 
their  order  of  seizure,  but  must  be  confined  to  their  ordinary  suit, 
since  they  have  failed  to  dismiss  it  before  the  contestatio  litis.    This 
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Opinion  is  based  on  the  supposition  that  the  via  executiva  might 
have  been  legally  pursued  by  them,  yet  that  is  a  question  not  decided 
by  us,  because  its  decision  is  not  necessary  in  our  present  judgment. 
See  the  authorities  cited  by  the  defendant's  counsel,  Curia  Phil,  via 
executiva^  no,  1  and  2,  and  FebrerOj  p.  2,  b.  3,  cap.  2,  no,  113  and 
115,  and  no.  72  of  cap,  1,  same  book.  Although  there  is  some 
apparent  contradiction  in  these  authorities,  we  believe  a  just  inter- 
pretation of  them  supports  the  decree  about  to  be  pronounced. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  order  of 
seizure  and  sale  m  this  case,  granted  by  the  judge  a  quo,  be  avoided, 
reversed  and  annulled,  and  that  the  cause  be  remanded  to  the  district 
court,  to  be  proceeded  in,  according  to  the  ordinary  and  legal  course 
of  actions  instituted  in  the  usual  form;  it  is  further  ordered,  that  the 
appellees  pay  the  costs  of  this  appeal  and  all  costs  occasioned  by  said 
order  of  seizure. 

SegherSj  for  the  plaintiffs. 

DenniSy  for  the  defendant. 


Young  V.  Gilly.     Ill,  N.  S.  504. 

Tbree-fburtha  of  Um  creditors  who  tre  plaoed  on  the  bilan,  must  assent  to  the  respite,  in 
order  to  bind  the  absent  creditors. 

FIRST  District. 

PoRTBH,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  defendant  is  sued  as  surviving  partner  of  the  house  of  James 
Pryor  &  Co.  The  justice  of  the  claim  is  not  disputed,  but  it  is  ob- 
jected to  the  plaintiff's  recovering,  that  the  defendant  has  obtained  a 
respite  from  his  creditors  of  one,  two,  and  three  years. 

The  district  court  gave  judgment  in  favor  of  the  petitioner  for  the 
amount  claimed,  with  interest  from  judicial  demand  and  costs  of  suit, 
but  directed  the  execution  to  be  suspended,  until  the  respite  should 
have  expired.    The  plaintiff  appealed. 

The  record  in  the  case  of  the  defendant  against  his  creditors,  praying 
for  this  respite,  does  not  come  up,  but  there  is  among  the  documents 
filed,  the  following  agreement  signed  by  the  counsel  in  this  cause. 

The  original  petition  was  filed  on  the  19th  of  May,  1824. 

The  petition  did  not  contain  the  name  of  a  single  creditor.    A  stay 
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of  proceedings  was  ordered  the  same  day,  and  the  creditors  ordered 
to  meet  on  the  23d  of  June. 

On  the  19th  of  June,  a  supplemental  petition  was  filed,  containing 
the  names  of  the  creditors,  and  a  statement  of  the  amount  due  to 
each. 

The  amount  of  debts  due  by  Gilly  was  31,860  dollars,  73  cents,  and 
due  to  eighty-eight  diflTerent  persons. 

The  creditors  who  met,  were  sixteen  in  number,  and  the  amount 
of  their  debts,  as  stated  in  the  schedule,  is  only  4908  dollars,  3  cents. 
It  appears  from  the  original  petition,  the  plaintiff  prayed  to  be  per- 
mitted to  file  a  supplementary  petition  and  schedule,  which  were 
afterwards  filed. 

Our  Code  declares  that  the  forced  respite  takes  place  when  all  the 
creditors  do  not  agree,  for  then  the  opinion  of  three-fourths  in  number 
and  amount,  binds  the  rest.    Civil  Code,  438,  art.  3. 

In  this  case  the  creditors  were  eighty-eight;  and  the  debts  above 
31,000  dollars.  Those  who  acceded  to  the  respite  were  sixteen, 
whose  whole  claims  did  not  reach  5000  dollars.  So  Ihere  was  not 
three-fourths  in  number  and  amount,  nor  in  either. 

We  presume  the  court  below,  in  holding  this  respite  to  be  binding 
on  the  plaintiff,  must  have  proceeded  on  the  idea  that  none  could  be 
considered  creditors,  but  they  who  were  present,  and  proved-on  oath 
the  justice  of  their  claims.  This  question  was  brought  before  us  a 
few  days  since  in  the  case  of  Soulie  v.  Dauphin,  an/e,  124;  we  gave  it 
then  a  good  deal  of  attention,  and  an  application  for  a  rehearing, 
has  required  us  to  consider  it  again.  In  support  of  the  application  it 
is  urged,  our  Code  provides  "  that  the  creditors  called  on  should  take 
an  oath  before  the  notary,  in  whose  ofl^  the  meeting  takes  place,  of 
the  amount  and  truth,  of  their  respective  claims;  that  the  creditors 
who  have  not  taken  this  oath,  cannot  be  reckoned  in  the  number  of 
those  who  possess  three-fourths  of  the  debts;"  hence  those  who  are 
absent  cannot  count  any  way.  If  present,  and  in  favor  of  a  respite, 
the  vote  could  not  be  received,  because  it  was  not  sworn  to.  If 
absent  it  can  have  no  effect  against  the  debtor.  Civil  Code,  439, 
arts.  4  and  5. 

This  argument  assumes,  that  all  who  fail  to  attend  are  not  creditors, 
a  conclusion  which  the  premises  by  no  means  warrant.  The  clause 
in  the  Code  was  evidently  intended  as  an  additional  protection  to  the 
creditor  who  was  absent,  or  in  the  minority;  and  not  to  weaken  the 
right  which  the  previous  provision  had  conferred  on  him.  The  third 
article  says,  that  in  order  to  bind  those  who  refuse  to  consent,  three- 
fourths  of  the  creditors,  in  number  and  amount,  must  agree  to  the 
respite.  The  fifth  provides,  that  creditors  who  have  not  taken  an 
oath  of  the  truth  of  their  demands,  cannot  be  considered  as  making  a 
part  of  those  who  possess  three-foiirths  of  the  debts.  That  is,  as  we 
understand  the  law,  that  it  is  not  sufficient  three-fourths  of  those  on 
the  schedule  assent,  but  it  must  also  appear,  that  those  so  placed  there, 
and  who  have  agreed,  are  b§na  fide  creditors;  and  this  to  prevent, 
Vol..  III.— 13 
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and  defeat  collusion.  The  position  that  three-fourths  of  (hose  who 
attend,  although  not,  perhaps,  one-tenth  of  the  number  placed  on  the 
bilan,  are  three-fourths  of  the  whole,  necessarily  implies  the  original 
schedule  was  false.  This  the  party  praying  for  relief  cannot  be  per- 
mitted to  aver,  though  the  creditors  refusing  the  respite  might  It 
therefore  appears  to  us  to  be  reasoning  wide  from  the  spirit,  and 
meaning  of  the  law,  to  say,  that,  because  a  creditor  who  does  not 
prove  his  debt,  cannot  give  his  assent  to  a  respite,  he  who  is  really 
one  is  obliged  to  pursue  the  same  formality,  to  enable  him  to  object 
the  irregularity  of  proceedings,  by  which  the  exercise  of  his  legal 
rights  is  affecteii.  Such  a  doctrine  would  oblige  creditors,  who  felt 
unwilling  to  grant  the  delay  prayed  for,  to  attend  the  meeting,  prove 
their  debts,  and  formally  refuse  to  accede  to  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioner. Far  from  their  being  obliged  to  do  so,  we  think  they  may,  if 
they  choose,  remain  silent,  and  let  their  debtor,  if  he  can,  obtain  the 
assent  of  the  majority  which  the  law  requires.  This  assent  must  be 
express,  and  cannot  be  implied.  If  none  of  the  creditors  met,  the 
respite  could  not  be  accorded.  If  a  fewer  number  than  three-fourths 
meet,  it  is  the  same  thing  as  if  none  presented  themselves,  for  that 
proportion  of  the  whole  is  required,  to  enable  the  debtor  to  obtain 
the  forced  respite. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  it  is 
further  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  plaintiff  do  recover 
of  the  defendant,  the  sum  of  742  dollars,  58  cents,  with  interest  from 
judicial  demand,  and  costs  in  both  courts. 

Whittelseyj  for  the  plaintiff. 

AP  Caleb f  for  the  defendant. 


Giraudel  v.  Mendibume.     Ill,  N.  S.  509. 

The  lading  of  goodi  may  be  proved  by  parol,  if  it  does  not  appear  tliere  waa  a  bill  of 

lading. 
A.  party  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  prove  what  was  not  alleged. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

The  Court  said: — The  defendant's  objection,  in  the  third  bill  is,  that 
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the  plaintiflF  ought  not  to  have  been  permitted  id  show  he  landed 
goods  of  the  defendant  at  Tabasco,  because  he  had  not  alleged  it. 

We  think  the  parish  judge  erred  in  permitting  the  question  to  be 
asked. 

But  we  are  of  opinion  the  fact  thus  attempted  to  be  proved,  was 
an  immaterial  one;  because  the  plaintiff  had  not  alleged  it,  and  had 
alleged  another,  which  dispensed  him  with  the  proof,  that  he  unload- 
ed any  goods  at  Tabasco,  viz.  that  the  defendant  did  alter  the  voy- 
age, viz.  one  from  New  Orleans  to  Campeachy  and  Tabasco,  to  one 
to  Campeachy  and  Cysale. 

The  defendant,  when  the  verdict  was  pronounced,  did  not  pray, 
as  he  might,  to  have  it  set  aside,  as  given  on  illegal  evidence.  This 
would  not  prejudice  him  in  this  court,  if  the  evidence  appeared  to  us 
material;  but  while  we  feel  it  our  duty  to  remand,  when  we  appre- 
hend a  material  fact  has  been  permitted  to  be  proved  contrary  to  law 
we  think  ourselves  bound  not  to  put  the  party  in  possession  of  a  ver- 
dict, to  the  unnecessary  vexation  and  expense  of  a  new  trial,  when 
the  fact  complained  of  as  improperly  proved,  is  of  no  importance. 
Bowman  v.  Flower,  2  N.  &y  273. 

The  question  of  fact  appears  to  us  to  have  been  correctly  solved  by 
the  jury. 

Damages  for  the  frivolous  appeal  are  asked;  but  while  we  admit 
that  the  plaintiflf  has  introduced  illegal  evidence,  we  cannot  mulct  the 
defendant  in  damages,  for  having  sought  a  relief,  which  we  think  we 
ought  not  give  him. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  parish  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 
Waggaman^  for  the  plaintiff. 
CanoHy  for  the  defendant. 


Brooking  v.  Wade.    Ill,  N.  S.  513. 

THIRD  District. 

Case  remanded  by  reason  of  verdict  plainly  contrary  to  evidence. 
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Ireland  v.  Bryan  et  al.     Ill,  N.  S.  515. 

THIRD  District. 

Service  at  the  last  place  of  residence  in  this  state,  is  not  of  course 
at  his  usual  place:  already  decided  in  Baldwin  r;.  Martin  et  al.y  1 
A^.  S.  519. 


Oldham  v.  Croghan.     Ill,  N.  S.  517. 

Htld^  a  Bynallagmatic  agreement  may  be  given  in  evidence,  though  not  executed  in 

duplicate. 

FIRST  District. 

When  the  cause  was  on  trial,  the  plaintiff  offered  in  support  of  the 
allegations  contained  in  his  petition,  an  agreement  between  him  and 
the  defendant  Croghan.  The  introduction  of  this  document  was  ob- 
jected to,  on  the  ground  that  it  had  not  been  executed  in  duplicate. 
This  objection  was  sustained  by  the  court;  upon  which  the  plaintiff 
offered  the  deposition  of  a  witness,  to  show  that  the  defendant  had 
executed  the  agreement  The  testimony  was  opposed,  because  it  was 
proving  a  parol  contract,  when  plaintiff  had  declared  upon  a  written 
agreement;  of  this  opinion  also  was  the  judge,  and  the  plaintiff  suf- 
fered a  nonsuit,  and  appealed. 

We  think  the  judge  erred.  The  objection  made,  seems  to  us  to 
have  mistaken  entirely  the  nature  of  the  proof  offered;  it  was  not  as 
defendant  stated,  to  prove  a  parol  contract  where  a  written  one  was 
declared  on;  but  it  was  to  prove  a  written  one  had  been  executed, 
and  the  same  declared  on  in  the  pleadings.  On  recurring  to  the  pe- 
tition to  ascertain  whether  this  evidence  would  have  differed  from  the 
allegations  therein  contained,  we  find  that  instead  of  presentiug  any 
variance,  it  is  in  strict  conformity  with  them.  The  petition  states, 
that  a  written  agreement  had  been  entered  into,  contaming  a  stipula- 
tion, that  the  plaintiff  should  hire  the  defendant  certain  slaves;  that  in 
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pursuance  thereof  he  did  deliver  them;  that  the  defendant  received 
them;  that  they  worked  on  his  plantation  a  year;  and  that  he  paid  a 
considerable  part  of  the  hire.  The  bill  of  exceptions  declares,  that 
the  deposition  was  offered  to  show  the  defendant  had  executed  his 
agreement;  which  is  the  very  allegation  in  the  petition,  for  we  are  at 
a  loss  to  conceive  in  what  other  manner  he  could  have  executed  it, 
than  by  receiving  the  property,  and  paying  the  money  agreed  on  for 
the  hire. 

We  also  think  the  judge  erred  in  refusing  to  let  the  paper  be  read, 
although  it  was  not  executed  in  duplicate.  Our  Code  does  not  declare 
that  acts  under  private  signature,  which  contain  synallagmatic  agree- 
ments, are  null,  unless  there  be  as  many  originals  as  there  are  parties; 
it  states  they  shall  not  be  valid.  The  proof  of  their  not  being  void 
results  from  another  provision,  which  declares  tliat  if  executed  after- 
wards, they  have  effect  as  if  made  double.  Although,  therefore,  they 
have  not  the  effect  of  making  proof  of  every  thing  contained  in  them, 
as  they  would  have,  the  moment  their  execution  was  established,  if 
made  in  as  many  originals  as  there  were  parties;  they  are  still  good 
as  commencement  of  proof  in  writing.  I'he  obligation  contained  in 
them  exists,  and  if  it  can  be  legally  proved  in  any  other  way,  its 
execution  must  be  enforced;  according  to  the  maxim  of  all  laws,  and 
one  on  which  we  have  so  often  acted,  ut  res  magis  valeal  guam 
pereai.  12  Marliriy  713:  6  Toullierj  Droit  Civil  FranpaiSy  voL  6, 
lib,  3,  Hi.  3,  cap.  2,  nos.  22,  23;  Ibid,  vol.  8,  cap.  5,  nos,  320,  322. 

We  think,  therefore,  that  the  instrument  offered  in  the  court  below, 
as  it  was  a  writing  signed  by  the  defendant,  and  had  emanated  from 
him,  might  on  general  principles  be  used  in  evidence  against  him. 
And  the  question  recurs  whether  there  was  any  thing  contained  in 
the  petition  in  this  case,  which  deprived  the  plaintiff  of  the  right  of 
using  it.     The  objection  that  has  been  made  on  this  ground,  supposes 
a  degree  of  technicality  in  our  proceedings,  which  our  laws  do  not 
sanction.     The  statute  merely  requires  a  plaintiff  to  state  his  cause  of 
action  with  the  necessary  circumstances  of  places,  and  dates.    The 
best  rule  to  insure  a  compliance  with  this  provision  is,  to  relate  the 
case,  as  it  has  occurred,  without  running  into  unnecessary  prolixity. 
This  has  been  done,  and  we  do  not  think  the  petition  need  have  set 
out  in  what  manner  the  writing  was  to  have  its  effect;  as  a  com- 
mencement of  proof  in  writing,  or  as  made  double.  Had  it  been  exe- 
cuted in  the  latter  form,  and  suit  brought  on  it,  there  would  have  been 
as  much  reason  for  objecting  to  the  petition,  because  it  did  not  state 
that  (he  instrument  was  obligatory,  in  consequence  of  having  been  so 
made,  as  there  is  in  the  present  case,  because  it  is  not  alleged  that  it 
has  effect  as  a  commencement  of  proof  in  writing.     And  yet,  in  the 
case  first  put,  it  is  hard  to  believe  such  an  exception  would  have  been 
thought  of.     It  is  sufficient  to  apprise  the  adversary  of  the  facts  on 
which  a  claim  is  set  up  against  him.    The  legal  consequences  result- 
ing from  them,  may  be  shown  on  the  trial.    The  plaintiff  appears  to 
have  related  his  case  as  it  occurred,  and  we  would  greatly  regret  if  a 
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suitor  in  our  tribunals  could  be  turned  out  of  court,  and  mulcted  in 
costs,  because  he  did  not  do  something  more. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  it  is 
further  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  cause  be  remanded, 
with  directions  to  the  district  judge  to  admit  the  agreement  offered 
by  plaintiff  as  a  commencement  of  proof  in  writing,  and  also  to  per- 
mit him  to  prove  it  was  executed  in  part  by  the  defendant,  and  that 
the  appellee  pay  the  costs  of  this  appeal 

SirawbridgCj  for  the  plaintiff. 

Fierce^  for  the  defendant. 


Prentice  et  al  v.  Waters.     Ill,  N.  S.  522. 

On  the  death  of  the  defendant,  and  the  appointment  of  a  curator  to  his  esta^  the  plaio- 
tiffmay  demand  the  removal  of  the  case  to  the  court  of  probates. 

FIRST  District. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

After  issue  joined,  the  defendant  died,  and  his  wife  took  letters  of 
curatrbeship  on  his  estate,  and  the  plaintiffs,  on  a  suggestion  of  these 
facts,  prayed  for  the  transfer  of  the  cause  to  the  court  of  probates, 
which  was  accordingly  ordered.  The  defendant  afterwards  prayed 
for,  «nd  obtained  the  rescission,  of  the  order  of  ;transfer,  whereupon 
the  plaintiffs  appealed.  .    . 

The  legislature  having  given  exclusive  jurisdiction  to  the  court  of 
probates,  of  all  claims  against  vacant  estates,  it  follows,  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  other  courts  is  thereby  taken  away,  and  that  all  suits  pending 
in  such  other  courts,  must  be  cumulated  to  the  mortuaria  in  the 
court  of  probates,  which  granted  the  letters  of  curatorship;  for  others 
wise  the  will  of  the  legislature  cannot  take  effect. 

It  is  urged  that  the  plaintiffs  may.  dismiss  their  suit,  and  institute  it 
anew  in  the  court  of  probates.  This  may  be  true;  but  the  plaintiffs 
may,  by  doing  so,  lose  many  an  advantage.  Possibly  prescription 
may  have  attached,  the  nature  of  the  pleadings  may  have  given  him 
some  legal  and  just  advantage,  which  he  may  lose  by  dismissing  his 
suit;  h^  must  at  all  events  pay  costs. 

It  is  true,  the  legislature  has  pointed  out  no  mode  of  transferring 
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the  record;  but  in  taking  away  the  jurisdiction  of  one  court,  and 
vesting  it  in  the  other,  the  last  has  been  virtually  possessed  of  the 
means  of  exercising  its  jurisdiction,  and  that  must  be  by  the  record 
being  sent  to  it.  Cum  quid  concedUur^  conceditur  et  id  per  quod 
pervenitur  ad  illud. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  order  of 
the  district  court,  rescinding  the  order  of  transfer,  be  annulled,  avoided 
and  reversed,  and  the  order  of  transfer  reinstated,  and  the  case  re- 
manded to  the  district  court,  to  be  transferred  to  the  court  of  probates, 
and  the  costs  be  paid  by  the  appellee. 

fVhittekey,  for  the  plaintiflGs. 

Henneuy  for  the  defendant. 


Henry  v.  Cuvillier.     Ill,  N.  S.  524. 

Either  party  who  discovers,  dnring  the  trial,  that  one  of  the  jary  on  the  first  trial  haf 
been  sworn,  may  demand  that  another  be  subetitated  to  him,  and  the  denial  of  this  U 
a  good  cause  to  demand  a  new  triaL 

FIRST  District. 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

It  appears  by  the  record  that  this  cause  was  tried  before  a  jury  in 
the  month  of  January,  1824,  and  that  a  new  trial  was  granted  at  the 
request  of  the  defendant,  which  took  place  in  December,  of  the  same 
year.  The  defendant  being  again  dissatisfied  with  the  verdict  of  the 
jury,  moved  in  the  court  for  another  trial,  which  being  refused,  and 
judgment  rendered  on  said  verdict,  he  took  the  present  appeal. 

As  a  basis  of  the  motion  for  a  new  trial  in  the  last  instance,  in 
addition  to  the  ordinary  and  formal  grounds,  of  the  verdict  being 
contrary  to  law  and  evidence,  two  more  are  found.  I :  That  one  of 
the  jurors  who  tried  the  cause  in  the  last  trial  had  served  on  the  jury, 
which  rendered  the  first  verdict.  2:  That  the  jury,  disregarding  the 
charge  of  the  judge  a  quoj  in  relation  to  the  defendant's  legal  right  to 
claim  a  credit  against  the  plantifi^'s  demand  for  money  advanced,  by 
bim,  to  her,  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  present  action, 
returned  a  verdict  contrary  to  that  charge. 

We  will  examine  these  last  two  grounds.  Being  of  opinion  that 
either  of  them  singly,  is  sufficient  to  support  the  appellant's  motion; 
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it  would  be  useless  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  more  than  the  first, 
except  that,  we  are  led  to  believe  from  observations  made  during  the 
argument  of  the  cause,  that  it  may  be  settled  between  the  parties 
without  further  expense  and  trouble  of  litigation;  under  a  knowledge 
of  our  opinion  in  relation  to  the  second. 

The  facts  as  they  are  stated  on  the  record  in  regard  to  the  first 
ground  assumed  by  the  defendant  to  sustain  his  motion,  show,  that 
the  juror  was  sworn  before  he  discovered  him  to  be  one  of  those  who 
decided  on  his  cause  in  the  first  instance;  that  when  he  discovered  it, 
he  moved  the  court  to  discharge  the  jury  and  order  a  venire  de  novo; 
and  that  this  was  refused  by  the  judge,  who  thought  that  his  objec- 
tion came  too  late  after  the  juror  had  been  sworn,  but  ought  to  have 
been  used  as  a  cause  of  challenge  before  the  oath  was  administered. 
It  is  most  clearly  a  good  and  substantial  exception  to  a  juror,  on  the 
trial  of  the  same  cause  a  second  time,  that  he  acted  as  such  on  a 
former  trial ;  and  jurors  must  be,  omni  exceptione  majores.  3  Black. 
Com.  363.  The  exception  attempted  to  be  taken  to  the  juror  in  the 
present  case,  is  known  to  the  common  law  of  England,  (from  which 
we  have  adopted  most  of  our  principles  on  the  subject  of  trials  per 
pais,)  under  the  denomination  of  a  challenge  to  the  polls:  it  is  a 
principal  challenge  propter  affectum,  wherein  the  cause  assigned, 
carries  with  it,  prima /a cie,  evident  marks  of  suspicion,  either  of 
malice  or  favor.  It  is  true,  that  the  most  proper  time  to  make  a 
challenge  of  this  kind,  is  before  the  juror  be  sworn;  and  if  a  party 
■with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  such  exception,  were  to 
suflfer  one  to  try  his  cause,  without  recusation  to  the  rendition  of  a 
verdict,  perhaps  he  ought  not  to  be  relieved  against  negligence  so 
gross,  after  having  taken  the  chance  of  obtaining  a  decision  in  his 
favor.  But  in  the  case  now  under  consideration,  it  appears  that  at 
the  moment  when  the  juror  was  sworn,  the  appellant  did  not  per- 
ceive that  he  was  one  of  those  who  acted  in  the  former  trial.  So 
soon  as  he  made  the  discovery,  he  applied  to  the  judge  to  have  the 
evil  of  which  he  complained,  remedied,  by  a  discharge  of  the  present 
jury,  and  venire  de  novo.  This  we  think  ought  to  have  been  done, 
or  another  juror  substituted,  free  from  exception;  on  this  ground, 
therefore,  our  opinion  is,  that  the  defendant  is  entitled  to  have  a  new 
trial. 

The  claim  of  deduction,  from  the  amount  recognised  by  the  verdict, 
as  due  on  the  contract  of  partnership  between  the  defendant  and  the 
late  husband  of  the  plaintiflf,for  sums  of  money  advanced  to  her  since 
his  death  and  previous  to  the  institution  of  this  suit,  we  think,  as  did 
the  judge  a  quo,  ought  to  have  been  allowed  by  the  jury,  in  strict 
pursuance  of  law.  Payments  were  made  to  the  mother,  who  by  law 
was  entitled  to  one  half  of  the  acquests  and  gains  of  a  matrimonial 
community,  at  its  dissolution,  in  consideration  of  a  proposed  agree- 
ment to  pay  to  her  daughter  a  certain  sum  at  a  period  fixed  by  the 
project  of  a  contract,  offered  by  the  defendant;  a  kind  of  annuity  or 
rente  viagere  which  never  had  effect.    They  were  made  in  error 
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and  might  be  recovered  back,  or  ought  to  be  allowed  in  compensa- 
tion or  payment.  The  circumstance  of  her  assuming  the  character  of 
tutrix  in  the  present  action,  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  operate  against 
the  legal  rights  of  the  appellant.  Conventional  interest  can  only  be 
legally  claimed  under  an  express  agreement  in  writing.  The  record 
furnishes  no  evidence  of  such  an  agreement  in  the  present  case. 
Legal  interest  on  the  amount  due  after  deduction  of  advances  or  pay- 
ments to  the  creditor,  is  that  alone  which  can  be  allowed,  and  only 
from  the  judicial  demand. 

In  this  view  of  the  case,  we  might  proceed  to  give  final  judgment, 
if  the  evidence  of  record  showed  clearly  the  amount  paid  to  the  appel- 
lee, directly,  and  that  paid  by  her  order  or  request  to  other  persons, 
under  the  agreement  of  counsel,  to  waive  the  right  to  a  new  trial  by 
jury;  as  was  proposed  in  the  course  of  the  argument  But  these  facts 
are  not  established  with  sufficient  perspicuity. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  avoided,  reversed  and  annulled;  and  it  is 
further  ordered  that  the  cause  be  remanded  to  the  court  below  to  be 
tried  de  navOy  and  that  the  appellee  pay  the  costs  of  this  appeal. 

CannoHj  for  the  plaintiff. 

CuvillieTy  for  the  defendant 


Villars  v.  Morgan.     Ill,  N.  S.  529. 

If  a  person  who  advances  the  price  of  a  slave,  take  Uie  bill  of  sale  in  his  own  name  for 
his  security,  he  cannot  be  disturbed  by  the  creditors  for  the  person  for  whom  the  pur- 
chase was  made  tiU  he  be  reimbursed. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  defendant,  sheriff  of  the  parish,  having  levied  an  execution  on 
a  slave,  as  the  property  of  Jacob,  the  defendant  in  the  execution,  the 
present  plaintiff  procured  an  injunction  to  stay  the  sale;  the  plaintiff 
in  the  execution  intervened;  the  injunction  was  sustained  till  the 
intervening  party  pay  the  present  plaintiff  600  dollars. 

The  intervening  party  appealed. 

The  record  shows  that  in  the  answer  ol  the  appellee  to  the  appel- 
lant's interrogatories,  the  following  facts  were  disclosed: 
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The  appellee  bought  the  slave  with  the  intention  of  delivering  him 
to  Jacob,  as  soon  as  the  latter  repaid  whatever  the  former  became 
obliged  to  pay  for  the  slave.  It  was  agreed,  that  on  the  latter's 
inability  to  repay,  the  slave  should  be  sold  at  auction,  and  the  latter 
should  only  have  a  claim  for  so  much  of  the  price  as  remained  after 
the  former  was  fully  repaid.  Accordingly  the  bill  of  sale  was  made 
to  the  former,  who  gave  his  own  note  for  the  price. 

Jacob  paid  the  first  note  of  the  plaintiff,  and  two  hundred  and 
eighty  dollars  of  the  second;  the  balance,  six  hundred  dollars,  was 
paid  with  money  borrowed  by  the  plaintiff  on  his  own  responsibility. 

1.  The  appellant  urges  the  appellee  is  not  the  owner  of  the  slave. 

2.  If  he  has  any  right,  it  is  only  against  Jacob. 

3.  If  the  court  be  not  of  this  opinion,  then  the  appellee  ought  to  be 
decreed  to  pay  the  appellant  the  280  dollars  paid  by  Jacob. 

We  think  the  parish  court  did  not  err.  The  sale  is  not  an  absolute 
one,  as  it  appears  on  the  face  to  be;  but  the  appellee  has  candidly 
disclosed  its  character.  The  appellee's  object  was,  to  have  the  best 
security  he  could  for  the  money  he  might  advance.  He  took  a  bill 
of  sale  which  he  agreed  to  cancel  on  his  receiving  his  disbursements, 
if  Jacob  could  repay  them;  and  promised,  if  he  could  not,  to  sell  the 
slave  at  auction,  and  after  reimbursing  himself,  pay  Jacob  the  balance. 

This  was  a  very  fair  agreement,  as  Jacob  could  not  disturb  the 
appellee,  otherwise  than  by  compelling  him  to  sell;  the  creditors  of 
the  former  can  do  no  more.  They  have  no  right  to  compel  the  ap- 
pellee to  submit  to  a  sale  in  the  present  case,  so  as  to  burthen  him 
with  the  payment  of  the  costs  of  the  suit  brought  by  the  appellant 
against  Jacob,  and  thus  postpone  his  right  to  be  paid  his  advance. 

If  the  appellant  wishes  to  have  the  slave  sold  on  his  execution,  he 
must  do  that  which  his  debtor  would  be  bound  to  do,  before  he  could 
have, or  sell  the  slave;  reimburse  the  appellee  the  six  hundred  dollars 
he  has  paid  to  the  vendor  of  the  slave. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  parish  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Rousseau,  for  the  plaintiff. 

Derbigny,  for  the  defendant. 
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Caulker  v.  Banks.    Ill,  N.  S.  532. 

Powera  oooferred  by  the  terms  it  $haU  be  lawful  need  not  neee$$arUy  bo  exercised. 
Acts  of  Legislative  Council,  1804,  p.  6;  1805,  p.  956. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

Among  other  positions  which  were  assumed  in  argument^  it  was 
contended:  the  authority  to  send  a  cause  to  referees  could  not  be 
exercised  in  cases  where  either  party  prayed  for  a  jury,  because  it 
would  be  depriving  the  citizen  of  the  right  to  the  latter  mode  of  triaU 
Whether  there  be  any  thing. in  the  constitution  of  this  state,  which 
prevents  the  legislature  from  directing  a  particular  class  of  cases  to 
be  tried  by  the  court  with  the  assistance  of  referees,  is  a  point  which 
will  be  examined  when  a  case  arises,  where  it  will  be  necessary  to 
do  so,  to  settle  the  rights  of  the  parties  before  us. 

Plaintiff  having  introduced  a  witness  to  show  the  manner  in  which 
defendant  transacted  the  partnership  of  Caulker  &  Banks:  on  the 
cross-examination  defendant  craved  to  introduce  and  put  into  wit- 
ness's hands  the  book  in  which  the  original  entries  were  made  in 
the  store  of  Mr.  Banks,  at  the  several  periods  therein  stated,  and 
whether  any  of  them  were  in  witness's  hand — this  for  the  purpose  of 
rebutting  charges  of  a  serious  nature  which  would  be  fixed,  by  wit- 
ness's answers,  upon  him.  He  contended  that  it  was  within  the 
latitude  allowed  on  cross-examination,  to  show  the  incorrectness  of 
the  witness's  statement,  by  producing  a  book,  the  inspection  of  which 
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would  have  established  the  accounts  to  have  been  kept  in  a  different 
manner  from  that  stated  by  him/ 

It  is  difficult  to  meet  this  argument  fairly,  and  give  it  a  satisfactory 
answer.  The  defendant  had  most  certainly  the  right  to  test  the 
credibility  of  the  witness  in  the  mode  which  the  question  implies,  and 
considering  the  matter  in  the  light  in  which  it  was  presented  m  the 
court  below,  we  think  the  interrogatory  should  have  been  permitted 
to  have  been  put  to  the  witness.  But  other  considerations  mingle 
with  the  inquiry  here.  Supposing  the  court  erred,  it  does  not  neces- 
sarily follow  the  cause  should  be  sent  back  for  a  new  trial.  A  pre- 
sumption at  least  should  be  raised,  that  in  consequence  of  the  error, 
the  decision  on  the  merits  was  different  from  what  it  would  other- 
wise have  been. 

This  presumption  has  not  been  raised  here.  As  correctly  observed 
by  the  court  below,  the  testimony  could  not  have  made  the  book 
evidence;  it  was  therefore  only  legal  to  shake  the  witnesses  credit. 
Now  for  the  latter  purpose  it  was  rendered  wholly  unimportant  by  a 
subsequent  agreement  This  agreement  was  entered  into  after  the 
cause  had  been  six  weeks  under  investigation  before  the  jury,  and  by 
it  the  parties  agreed  to  submit  the  case  to  eight  jurors  swoni;  upon 
the  testimony  already  taken  and  the  documents  on  file;  and  further, 
that  the  juiy  might  send  for  this  witness,  and  examine  him  on  any 
point.  We  cannot  believe,  after  such  an  agreement,  reliance  was 
mtended  to  be  placed  on  the  want  of  credit  in  the  witness's  veracity, 
or  that  the  verdict  of  the  jury  was  in  the  least  affected  by  the  refusal 
of  the  court  in  an  early  stage  of  the  cause,  to  permit  him  to  state 
whether  entries  in  a  book  presented  to  him,  were  in  his  handwriting. 
2  Caines,  129;  1  Johns.  Cases,  259. 

We  now  come  to  the  last  and  most  important  of  the  exceptions 
presented,  and  that  is,  to  the  correctness  of  the  decision  of  the  judge 
a  quoy  in  refusing  a  new  trial.  The  principal  grounds  on  which  it 
was  demanded,  were,  that  all  the  evidence  submitted  had  not  been 
taken  into  consideration  by  the  jury,  and  that  the  testimony  which 
they  had  heard  in  their  retirement  had  not  been  reduced  to  writing. 

These  reasons  for  a  new  trial  show  how  unusual  and  irregular  a 
course  this  cause  took  in  the  court  below.  To  understand  them,  it  is 
necessary  to  state,  that  after  the  investigation  had  continued  for  the 
period  already  mentioned,  the  parties  came  to  the  following  agree- 
ment and  affixed  their  signatures  to  it. 

"  We  now  agree  to  submit  this  cause  to  the  eight  jurors  sworn  on 
the  testimony  already  taken,  the  books  and  accounts  and  all  other 
written  testimony  on  file.  The  jury,  for  further  information  on  any 
point,  may,  if  they  please,  send  for  Henry  Hutton,  Peter  M'Alpine, 
and  Joachim  Kuhn,  but  no  other  witnesses,  and  they  shall  attend 
only  if  and  when,  the  jury  require  it.  It  is  agreed  that  Mr.  Caulker 
furnish  the  jury  the  extract  of  the  letters  of  Thomas  Banks,  marked 
A,  and  his  remarks  B,  not  as  evidence,  but  for  the  sake  of  reference 
to  the  original  letters  and  accounts  to  which  he  objects.'* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MAY  TERM,  1825.  157 

[Caolker  v.  Banks.] 

Two  of  the  counsel  for  the  defendant  prove  that,  independent  of 
the  stipulations  herein  contained,  it  was  also  agreed  on  by  the  parties 
and  the  jury  were  so  informed,  that  all  evidence  received  by  them  in 
their  retirement,  was  to  be  taken  down  in  writing. 

An  objection  was  made  to  the  reading  of  the  affidavits  of  the  coun- 
sel, on  the  ground  that  theywere  excluded  by  an  act  of  the  legisla- 
ture, which  positively  prohibits  them  giving  testimony  in  any  cause. 

The  contemporaneous  exposition  of  this  statute  was,  that  by  its 
provisions,  counsel  were  placed  under  the  same  disability  as  the 
parties  in  the  suit.  The  practice  in  this  court,  and  others,  has  been 
to  pennit  them  to  swear  to  matters  connected  with  the  proceedings 
previous  to  trial,  and  subsequent  to  it;  to  get  a  continuance  or  to  lay 
the  grounds  for  a  new  trial.  This  interpretation  of  the  law  has  now 
for  the  first  time  been  seriously  attacked,  but  after  giving  much  at- 
tention to  the  argument,  we  are  satisfied  of  the  soundness  of  the  con- 
struction, originally  given  to  the  statute.  The  words  giving  testimony 
in  a  suit,  cannot,  in  fairness,  be  extended  beyond  the  meaning  attach- 
ed to  the  general  provision,  that  a  party  shall  not  testify  in  his  own 
cause.  A  knowledge  of  the  facts  indispensable  to  enable  the  court 
to  conduct  the  trial  legally,  is  frequently  confined  to  the  attorneys. 
It  cannot  be  presumed  it  was  the  intention  of  the  legislature  to  ex- 
clude the  only  means  through  which  these  facts  could  be  known,  and 
without  which  the  proceedings  could  not  be  carried  on  according  to 
law. 

In  addition  to  their  evidence  it  is  proved  by  a  witness  to  whose 
competency  no  objection  has  been  made,  and  whose  testimony  stands 
uncontradicted,  that  the  counsel  for  both  parties  told  the  jury  on  re- 
tiring; that  the  depositions  which  they  might  take  from  the  witnesses 
in  their  room  should  be  taken  in  writing  by  questions  and  answers; 
that  he  gave  eviden<;e  there,  and  that  it  was  not  reduced  to  writing. 

We  consider  it,  therefore,  as  established  beyond  doubt,  that  it  made  ' 
a  part  of  the  condition  on  which  the  jury  was  to  hear  evidence  out  of 
the  presence  of  the  court,  that  it  should  be  reduced  to  writing.  Every 
presumption  belonging  to  the  case  fortifies  this  proof.  By  the  agree- 
ment the  parties  did  not  renounce  the  appeal.  It  cannot  therefore 
be  believed,  they  did  not  intend  to  secure  the  means  of  giving  effect 
lo  a  right  which  they  reserved. 

This  state  of  things  offers  a  difficulty,  which,  after  turning  the  ms^t- 
tej  in  every  way  that  it  has  presented  itself  to  our  minds,  cannot  be 
got  over.  The  laws  of  this  state  have  secured  to  suitors  in  our  courts 
the  right  to  have  their  case  examined  here  on  the  merits.  That  right 
can  only  be  forfeited  by  neglect,  or  illegality  in  the  mode  of  bringing 
the  case  up;  it  cannot  be  lost  by  accident  over  which  the  party  had 
no  control,  and  in  relation  to  which  no  misconduct  can  be  attributed 
to  him.  Such  we  take  to  be  the  general  rule,  and  one,  of  the  utility 
and  correctness  of  which,  a  reasonable  doubt  cannot  exist.  We  have 
alreaxly  acted  on  it  in  the  case  of  Porter  v.  Dugat.  There  the  parties 
agreed  the  judge  might  nuike  out  the  statement  after  judgment.  He 
Vol.  III.— 14 
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lost  his  notes,  and  the  appellant  moved  this  court  to  remand  the  cause 
for  a  new  trial,  in  order  that  the  facts  might  be  legally  and  regularly 
brought  before  it.  The  application  was  resisted,  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  not  the  fault  of  the  appellee,  the  cause  did  not  come  regularly 
up,  that  the  consent  he  gave  was  for  the  convenience  of  his  adversary, 
and  every  presumption  was  in  favor  of  the  verdict.  The  court  said 
it  was  not  the  fault  of  the  plaintiff,  the  district  judge  mislaid  his  notes; 
h^  ought  not  to  suffer  from  an  accident  over  which  he  had  no  control. 
9  Martin,  92. 

That  case  was  stronger  than  this,  for  there  perhaps  the  appellant 
was  not  free  from  fault;  as  after  a  verdict  against  him,  it  was  his 
interest  alone,  and  of  course  his  duty,  to  have  the  case  regularly 
brought  up.  Here  when  the  agreement  was  entered  into,  the  verdict 
was  not  rendered;  it  was  of  course  uncertain;  and  being  so,  it  was 
equally  important  to  both,  to  secure  the  means  of  guarding  against 
the  errors  into  which  the  jury  might  fall. 

These  means  have  failed.  Without  either  fault  or  misconduct  of 
the  appellant  he  is  deprived  of  a  right,  which  the  law  has  secured 
him,  of  having  his  case  examined  here.  Under  such  circumstances 
this  court  cannot  pronounce  definitively  on  his  cause.  Every  prece- 
dent we  have  heretofore  established;  every  principle  which  it  is  im- 
portant to  preserve,  in  relation  to  the  practice  in  our  courts,  forbid  it. 
We  might  be  doing  the  defendant  a  dreadful  injustice  in  doing  so. 
We  can  only  delay  the  plaintiff  by  adopting  the  other  course. 

It  is  due  to  the  argument  at  bar,  to  notice  the  principal  reasons 
offered  against  the  conclusion  just  expressed. 

First,  it  was  contended,  the  jury  were  not  compelled  to  take  down 
the  evidence,  and  consequently,  it  must  be  presumed  the  parties  in- 
tended running  the  risk  of  their  not  doing  so. 

Admitting  the  jury  were  not  compelled  to  take  down  the  evidence, 
we  are  of  opinion  that  if  they  were  informed  when  the  cause  was 
surrendered  to  them,  they  were  to  reduce  to  writing  any  further  evi- 
dence they  might  hear,  it  was  their  duty  to  state  whether  they  intend- 
ed to  comply  with  this  injunction  or  not.  And  that  if  the  appellant, 
misled  by  their  silence,  suffered  the  examination  of  the  testimony  to 
be  withdrawn  from  the  presence  of  the  court  and  confided  to  the  jury 
in  the  confidence  they  would  follow  the  instructions  received,  his  case 
is  as  strong  a  one  for  relief,  as  if  it  had  been  their  duty  to  record  the 
evidence.  For  he  loses  his  right  to  appeal  without  any  fault  on  his 
part. 

Next,  it  was  urged,  the  evidence  even  if  taken  down,  could  not  have 
been  a  legal  statementof  facts,  without  the  subsequent  consent  of  the 
parties;  and  this  being  known  at  the  time,  the  appellant  must  be  pre- 
sumed to  have  left  the  cause  to  the  jury,  subject  to  this  contingency. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  if  the  jury  had  taken  down  this  testimony, 
the  consent  of  the  parties  to  their  doing  so,  would  have  made  it  such 
a  statement  as  this  court  might  have  acted  on.  We  are  unable  to  dis- 
tinguish this  from  evidence  taken  under  conmiission,  or  facts  agreed 
on^  before,  or  at  the  trial. 
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Lastly,  and  most  seriously,  it  was  urged,  that  as  soon  as  the  plain- 
tiff discovered  the  jury  had  failed  to  take  down  the  evidence,  he  offered 
to  receive  the  depositions  of  the  witnesses,  as  to  what  they  might  have 
testified  in  the  jury  room;  and  those  of  the  jurors,  in  relation  to  every 
thing  which  had  been  proved  to  them  after  they  left  the  presence  of 
the  court 

This  offer  was  not  made  until  one  month  and  five  days  after  the 
verdict  had  been  rendered,  and  it  cannot  be  concealed,  that  such  a 
mode  of  getting  the  evidence  was  liable  to  strong  objections.  For 
after  the  space  of  time  just  mentioned,  how  could  any  one  be  certain 
to  give  from  memory  the  very  same  evidence  which  was  delivered 
to  the  jury?  Under  such  circumstances,  and  believing,  as  we  do,  that 
the  failure  of  the  jury  to  take  down  the  evidence,  gave  the  appellant 
the  legal  right  to  have  a  new  trial;  we  art  unable.to  say  this  right  was 
forfeited,  by  refusing  an  offer,  made  as  a  substitute  for  that  relief, 
which  the  law  would  afford. 

Strong  appeals  to  our  feelings  have  been  made  on  behalf  of  the 
plaintiff.  The  hardship  which  he  sustains  by  being  compelled  to  leave 
his  family  and  home  to  pursue  the  defendant  here:  the  ruinous  conse- 
quences to  him,  from  the  delay  of  a  second  investigation  of  accounts, 
which,  on  the  first  trial,  took  the  unprecedented  time  of  six  weeks  be- 
fore the  jury  could  understand  them:  and  the  injustice  of  suffering  the 
defendant  to  profit  by  the  embarrassment  created  by  his  gross  negli- 
gence, and  want  of  good  faith,  have  been  placed  before  us  in  the 
most  striking  light.  These  appeals  have  not  been  without  their  influ- 
ence, for  they  derive  too  much  support  from  all  the  facts  which  appear 
on  record;  and  we  regret  that  the  opinion  we  entertain  of  the  law  of 
the  case,  prevents  us  from  putting  an  end  to  it.  Nothing  gives  the 
court  more  satisfaction  than  to  be  enabled  to  make  its  judgments  meet 
the  justice,  as  well  as  the  law  of  each  particular  case.  But  it  must 
ere  this  have  appeared  clear  to  every  one  who  has  attended  to  the 
course  of  decisions  in  this  tribunal,  that  on  all  those  occasions,  where 
the  doing  of  equity  would  have  violated  a  general  and  important  rule, 
we  have  uniformly  refused  to  sacrifice  the  rule,  to  the  case.  This 
is  our  situation  here.  The  appellant  invokes  his  right  to  be  heard 
before  this  tribunal,  and  says  he  has  been  deprived  of  it  without  fault 
on  his  part.  We  cannot  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  this  complaint,  unless  we 
violate  a  principle,  which  it  is  of  the  first  importance  to  suitors  in  our 
courts  to  maintain:  and  nothing  will  reconcile  the  plaintiff  so  soon  to 
this  judgment  which  now  compels  him  to  go  again  before  the  parish 
court,  as  the  reflection;  how  valuable  the  rule  we  obey  would  be  to 
him,  had  the  jury  found  a  verdict  against  him,  and  by  failing  to  take 
down  the  evidence,  deprived  him  of  the  means  of  getting  his  cause 
re-examined  here  on  the  merits. 

Various  other  questions  have  been  made  which  the  opinion  just 
expressed  renders  unnecessary  to  examine,  and  it  is  therefore  ordered, 
adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment  of  the  parish  court  be  avoid- 
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ed  and  reversed,  and  that  the  case  be  remanded  for  a  new  trial,  the 
appellee  paying  costs  of  this  appeal. 

Mazureauy  Preston  and  Carletonj  for  the  plaintiff. 

Gh't/mes,  Morse  and  May  bin  y  for  Uie  defendant. 


Marigny  v.  Johnston's  Syndics.     Ill,  N.  S.  561. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

It  is  no  objection  to  the  reading  of  a  notarial  act  that  it  is  written 
in  French.-    See  Tilghman  v.  Bias,  12  Mar  tiny  649. 

'A*spiW;o,be  p«it  on  the  tableau  according  to  rank  and  privilege,  is 
no<  a  suit  iorr»tKe  payment  of  any  sum  of  money,  on  which  the  act 
of  1813,  2  Martins  Digest y  196,  requires  an  amicable  demand. 

/  '^  •;/*  ^\ 


Fisk  et  al.  v.  Offit  et  al.     Ill,  N.  S.  553. 

If  a  commission  merchant  send  an  acconnt  current,  in  which  a  balance  appears  due  from 
him,  which  he  afterwards  pays,  he  will  not  be  allowed  to  recover  it  back  on  the  ground 
that  he  sold  bis  correspondent's  cotton  for  a  bill  of  exchange  on  New  York,  which  has 
since  returned  protested,  if  be  did  not  before  disclose  this  circumstance:  especially  if 
the  correspondent  consigned  the  cotton  fi>r  a  third  party,  to  whom  he  has  paid  the 
proceeds. 

The  right  of  factors  to  sell  on  credit  and  in  what  manner:  principal  ought  to  reoeive  due 
information  of  the  manner  of  sale,  Slc 

FIRST  District 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 
The  matter  in  dispute  between  the  parties,  is  the  price  of  twenty- 
nine  bales  of  cotton,  which  were  sold  by  the  appellees  as  factors  or 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MAY  TERM,  1825.  161 

[Fisk  et  al.  v.  Offit  et  al] 

agents,  for  and  on  account  of  the  appellants.  The  sale  as  shown  by 
the  evidence  of  the  case,  was  made  on  credit,  and  a  bill  taken  on 
New  York,  at  sixty  days  sight.  The  bill  was  drawn  by  one  Smith, 
the  purchaser,  on  a  firm  of  which  he  was  a  partner,  for  2085  dollars 
and  70  cents,  in  favor  of  the  plaintiffs,  who  discounted  it  and  gave 
credit  to  the  defendants  in  account,  for  the  net  proceeds:  it  was  pro- 
tested for  non-payment  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  the  payees. 
The  drawer  it  appears  also  became  insolvent;  and  in  the  adjustment 
of  his  estate,  the  plaintiffs  obtained  1000  dollars,  on  account  of  said 
bill,  having  appeared  in  the  concurso  as  creditors  of  the  insolvent  in 
their  own  right,  and  leaving  a  loss  of  1397  dollars  and  10  cents,  in- 
cluding charges  to  be  borne  by  one  or  other  of  the  parties. 

The  principal  grounds  of  opposition  to  a  recovery  relied  on  by  the 
counsel  for  the  defendants,  are:    1.  That  factors  or  agents  are  not 
authorised  by  the  usages  of  commerce  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans  to 
sell  for  their  employers  on  credit,  and  cannot  legally  do  so  unless 
special  authority  be  given  to  that  effect.      2.   Admitting  that  the 
plaintiffs  are  justified  by  the  usages  of  trade  to 
constituents  on  credit;  yet,  in  the  present  ins 
guilty  of  misconduct,  such  as  ought,  in  justice 
them,  because  they  are  chargeable  with  gross  n< 
information  to  the  defendants  in  a  reasonable  t 
which  they  had  disposed  of  the  cotton  now 
negligence  they  have  suffered  in  paying  over  tl 
to  Brashears,  the  real  owner.      3.   By  assun 
creditors  on  the  bill  of  exchange  and  transactit 
they  have  made  the  affair  their  own. 

In  relation  to  the  first  ground  of  defence,  coi 
a  general  principle,  usage,  or  custom  of  trade;  we  are  of  opinion  that 
factors  may  sell  on  ordinary  credit,  by  sales  made  in  good  faith,  and 
to  individuals  of  good  standing  at  the  time  of  sale;  and  that  they 
would  not  be  responsible  for  losses  occasioned  by  a  subsequent  failure 
of  such  purchasers,  if  they  act  with  sufficient  diligence  in  giving 
notice  to  their  employers  of  the  manner  in  which  they  may  have 
executed  their  agency.  Whether  this  authority,  allowed  by  custom, 
to  factors  to  sell  on  credit,  would,  under  any  circumstance,  authorise 
them  to  take  bills  of  exchange  on  distant  places  as  evidence  of  the 
debt  to  their  principals,  and  thereby  subject  the  latter  to  losses  which 
may  arise,  from  negligence  in  presenting  them,  charges  of  damages 
on  protests,  &c.,  is  a  question  worthy  of  consideration,  and  one  which 
we  think  must  be  answered  in  the  negative;  unless  full  information 
be  given  to  constituents  of  .the  manner  in  which  their  business  has 
been  transacted,  and  that  in  reasonable  time  for  them  to  direct  the 
mode  in  which  they  may  choose  to  have  bills  thus  drawn,  negotiated 
on  their  account.  The  right  therefore  legally  assumed  by  factors 
and  commission  merchants  to  sell  on  credit,  does  not  authorise  them 
to  sell  for  bills  in  such  a  manner  as  to  subject  the  owners  of  the  pro- 
perty to  any  loss  which  may  be  occasioned  by  mismanagement,  in 
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their  collection,  or  to  damages  on  protest,  unless  the  persons  for 
whose  use  they  may  have  been  received  by  their  agents  have  full 
notice  of  the  proceeding.  The  conclusion  to  which  we  have  arrived 
on  this  point  of  the  cause,  would  exonerate  the  defendants  from  all 
charges  made  on  the  bill  in  controversy  on  account  of  protest,  &c., 
and  reduce  it  to  a  simple  obligation  to  pay  the  balance  after  deduct- 
ing the  sum  obtained  from  the  estate  of  the  drawer,  with  interest 
from  the  judicial  demand;  because  they  had  not  notice  of  the  manner 
in  which  payment  for  their  property  was  secured.  Nothing  on  the 
record  shows  that  they  received  any  information  from  the  plaintiffs 
on  the  subject  of  this  bill,  until  after  its  protest  for  non-payment. 

The  second  ground  of  defence  assumed  by  the  appellants  is  based 
on  the  negligence  of  the  appellees,  in  not  giving  notice  that  the  sale 
which  they  had  effected  was  on  credit,  but,  on  the  contrary,  by  an 
exhibition  of  their  account,  it  appears  that  the  principals  were  credited 
with  the  price  as  a  cash  sale  on  the  Sd  of  June,  1822,  which  led  them 
into  error,  in  paying  over  or  crediting  the  amount  of  the  price  to  the 
real  owner  from  whom  they  had  received  the  cotton  as  agents. 

It  is  true,  as  contended  for  by  the  counsel,  for  the  appellees,  that 
this  latter  fact  was  not  disclosed  to  them  when  the  cotton  was  con- 
signed. The  case  must  be  considered  as  if  the  property  was  really 
that  of  the  consignors;  and  the  circumstances  of  its  being  owned  by 
another  person,  and  of  the  intermediate  agents  having  credited  him 
with  the  price,  can  only  be  viewed  as  proof  of  the  necessity,  obliga- 
tion, and  consequent  duty  imposed  on  factors  to  give  speedy,  certain, 
and*  explicit  advice  to  their  employers  of  the  manner  in  which  they 
have  conducted  the  business  of  the  latter. 

It  is,  most  clearly,  the  duty  of  every  person  who  undertakes  to 
manage  the  affairs  of  another,  to  give  due  notice  to  his  constituent, 
of  the  situation  in  which  they  are  placed  by  his  agency;  more 
especially  it  is  the  duty  of  those  who  propose  themselves  to  the  whole 
community,  as  general  agents  or  factors,  to  exhibit,  in  addition  to 
adequate  capacity,  a  ceaseless  care  of  things  entrusted  to  their  man- 
agement, both  as  to  the  manner  in  which  they  may  be  conducted, 
and  in  advising  owners,  of  the  real  dispositions,  made  of  their  pro- 
perty. This  we  believe  may  be  laid  down  as  a  general  principle, 
resulting  from  legal  doctrine  on  agency;  but  its  application,  in 
administering  justice,  is  not  without  difficulty. 

What  effect  negligence  ought  to  have  on  the  interest  of  agents  in 
each  individual  case,  must  be  decided  in  a  great  degree  on  its  own 
peculiar  circumstances.  In  that  now  under  consideration,  the  plain- 
tiffs sold  the  property  of  the  defendants,  on  credit;  they  took  a  bill 
on  New  York  for  the  price,  in  their  own  favor;  they  obtained  money 
on  that  bill;  credited  the  defendants  for  the  net  proceeds  in  their 
account  with  them,  and  did  not  give  explicit  information  to  the  latter 
of  these  proceedings. 

Theiconsequence  of  this  negligence  was  that  the  appellants  credited 
the  real  owner  with  the  price,  which  to  them,  if  not  lost  forever,  is 
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at  least  put  out  of  their  power  and  immediate  control.  Let  us  admit 
then  that  factors  and  commission  merchants  in  New  Orleans  may 
sell  the  property  of  their  principals  on  a  reasonable  credit;  that  they 
may  sell  it  for  bills  of  exchange  such  as  are  usual  in  the  commercial 
transactions  of  the  place.  Still  we  are  of  opinion,  that  when  this  is 
done,  the  principal  ought  to  receive  due  information  of  the  manner 
of  sale,  and  that  an  account  of  sales  rendered  without  stating  that  it 
was  on  credit,  ought,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business,  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  sale  for  cash.  It  is  highly  important  that  the  owner  of 
property  should  know  whether  his  agent  has  sold  it  for  prompt  pay- 
ment or  on  credit;  it  is  equally  important  that  he  should  know  the 
nature  of  the  security  by  which  the  price  may  be  secured,  whether 
by  bill  or  note.  He  has  a  right  to  direct  the  manner  in  which  such 
instruments  as  belonging  to  him  shall  be  negotiated,  whether  with, 
or  without  recourse  on  failure  of  payment  by  the  original  promissors. 
In  the  present  case  the  defendants  were,  by  the  conduct  of  the  plain- 
tiffs precluded  from  the  exercise  of  any  of  these  rights;  for  they  had 
no  notice  of  the  manner  in  which  their  property  had  been  sold,  or  of 
the  nature  of  the  security  of  its  price. 

They  have  received  the  net  proceeds  according  to  the  account  cur- 
rent made  evidence  in  the  case.  The  action  is  in  the  nature  of  one 
to  recover  money  paid  through  mistake  or  on  an  unjust  cause.  We 
are  of  opinion,  that  the  conduct  of  the  plaintiffs  has  been  such,  in  the 
management  of  this  affair,  as  not  to  authorise  a  judgment  in  their 
fBLVOT,  Having  arrived  at  this  conclusion  on  an  examination  of  the 
appellants^  first  two  points,  it  is  unnecessary  to  discuss  the  third  and 
last  See  3  CampbelPs  Reports,  291;  and  Paley  on  Agency,  27,  5, 
37,  and  45. 

In  opposition  to  the  doctrine  contained  in  the  case  cited  from 
Campbell,  the  counsel  for  the  appellees  has  referred  us  to  a  case  lately 
decided  in  one  of  the  courts  of  the  state  of  New  York:  it  is  one, 
according  to  the  newspaper  report,  in  which  a  factor  had  sold  property 
of  his  principal  on  credit,  to  the  amount  of  187  dollars.  The  sale 
was  maide  to  persons  in  good  credit  at  the  time,  and  a  note  taken  for 
the  amount:  the  debtors  failed  before  it  became  due;  and  previous 
thereto,  a  settlement  of  accounts  had  taken  place  between  the  princi- 
pal and  agent,  and  the  latter  gave  his  note  for  the  balance  of  account 
payable  to  the  former  at  a  time  subsequent  to  that  on  which  the  note 
given  by  the  purchasers  of  the  property  would  be  due.  The  princi- 
pal had  negotiated  the  factor's  note,  which  the  latter  paid  at  maturity, 
and  brought  his  action  to  recover  the  amount  lost  by  the  bankruptcy 
of  the  purchasers.  It  seems  from  the  statement  of  the  case  that  the 
purchasers*  names  had  not  been  disclcfsed  in  the  accoimt  of  sales,  &c. 
It  does  not  appear  whether  the  fact  of  the  property  having  been  sold 
on  credit,  was  made  known  to  the  owner,  but  from  the  circumstance 
of  the  factor's  note  being  made  payable  at  a  period  subsequent  to 
that  on  which  the  purchaser's  note  became  due,  it  is  presumed  it  was 
understood  between  the  parties  that  the  agent  was  not  in  possession 
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of  the  funds  of  his  principal  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  property. 
In  other  words  he  knew  that  it  had  been  sold  on  credit.  In  the 
present  case  it  does  not  appear  that  the  defendants  knew  or  were 
informed  that  the  property  had  been  sold  on  credit.  They  were  kept 
in  total  ignorance  of  the  manner  of  the  sale  until  both  drawers  and 
payees  of  the  bill  became  bankrupts.  The  affair  had  the  appearance 
of  one  finally  settled  in  the  account  current,  as  if  the  sale  had  been 
made  for  cash. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  plaintiffs  by  their  conduct  made  the  bill 
their  own,  and  must  as  such  bear  the  loss  occasioned  by  it.  What- 
ever weight  may  be  allowed  to  the  newspaper  case,  it  is  not  so 
similar  to  that  under  consideration,  as  to  be  a  guide  in  our  judgment 
We  believe  the  principles  recognised  in  the  case  cited  from  Campbell 
to  be  sound,  and  applicable  to  the  present 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment  of 
the  district  court  be  avoided,  reversed  and  annulled,  and  that  judg- 
ment be  rendered  for  the  defendants  and  appellants,  with  costs  in 
both  courts. 

Eustis  and  Strawbridgey  for  the  plaintiffs. 

M  Caleb  J  for  the  defendants. 


Eenner  el  ah  v.  Duncan's  Executors.     Ill,  N.  S.  563. 

COURT  of  Probates  of  New  Orleans. 

If  judgment  be  rendered  in  a  suit  where  three  are  parties,  two  of 
them  cannot  have  the  judgment  reversed  in  another  action. 

Executors  cannot  safely  pay  a  mortgage  creditor  until  his  claims 
be  settled  contradictorily  with  the  other  creditors. 

If  the  representative  of  an  estate  fail  to  settle  it,  the  regular  course 
is  to  compel  them  to  file  a  tableau  of  distribution.  And  if  they  fail 
to  comply  with  an  order  to  that  effect,  they  will  render  themselves 
liable  in  their  private  capacity.     Civil  Code,  178,  137. 
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M'Intosh  V.  Forstal  et  al    HI,  N.  S.  571. 

FIRST  District. 

Decision  of  the  jury  prevails,  unless  clearly  erroneous. 


Bryan  v.  Cox.     Ill,  N.  S.  574. 

Surety  on  an  appeal  bond,  is  answerable,  though  execution  has  not  issued  or  demand 

made  of  the  principaL 
Whether  the  penalty  of  a  bond  can  be  demanded  before  the  defendant  is  tn  demeure^ 

Qfuartf 

FIRST  District 

PoBTBR,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

The  question  presented  in  this  case  is,  whether  the  surety  on  an 
appeal  bond  be  liable  where  no  execution  has  been  issued,  or  demand 
made  of  the  principal. 

The  negative  has  been  supported  on  the  following  grounds. 

The  bond  is  a  penal  one.  The  penalty  is  forfeited  only  when  the 
obligor  is  in  delay,  en  demeure.  The  debtor  is  not  in  delay  until 
judicial  demand.  The  condition  of  this  bond  was,  that  the  defendant 
only  became  responsible  on  his  principal  failing  to  perform  the  judg- 
ment rendered  against  him,  or. satisfying  the  execution  which  might 
issue  thereon.  Pothier  on  Obligations,  144,  350;  Civil  Code,  284, 130. 

This  obligation  being  a  judicial  one,  the  defendant  has  no  right  to 
claim  discussion.  He  is  subject  to  the  same  responsibility,  as  the 
principal. 

Now,  in  a  suit  against  the  principal,  it  appears  to  us,  that  if  the 
defence  were  performance  of  the  judgment,  proof  of  that  defence 
would  be  required  from  the  defendant  The  plaintiff  could  not  be 
called  on  to  prove  a  negative.  The  possession  of  the  bond  would  b^ 
as  strong  proof  of  his  right  to  bring  action  on  it,  as  that  of  a  note  or 
bill  of  exchange  would  be,  to  call  on  the  maker  for  payment. 
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The  authorities  referred  to,  as  to  the  necessity  of  putting  the  defen- 
dant en  demeure  by  a  judicial  demand,  have  no  application  to  this 
case.  This  is  not  an  action  to  exact  the  penalty;  if  it  were,  perhaps 
the  defendant  might  insist,  that  until  he  was  put  in  delay,  it  could 
not  be  exacted  from  him.  This  petition  merely  requires  the  defen- 
dant to  comply  with  the  agreement,  to  enforce  which  the  penalty  was 
annexed. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Maybirij  for  the  plaintiff. 

Sirawbridge,  for  the  defendant. 


Morgan  v.  Mitchell.     Ill,  N.  S.  576. 

FOURTH  District. 

It  is  not  a  good  defence  against  the  claim  of  a  sheriff  for  fees  of 
office,  that  he  has  not  resided  within  the  state  during  the  time  the 
services  were  rendered. 

Where  one  charges  the  other  with  a  culpable  breach  of  duty,  he  is 
bound  to  prove  it,  though  it  involve  a  negative. 

If  slaves  be  committed  as  felons  and  runaways,  an  acquittal  of 
them  as  felons,  does  not  authorise  a  discharge  of  them  as  runaways. 

It  is  not  a  good  defence  that  the  slaves  were  not  kept  in  close 
custody. 

If  a  sheriff  fail  to  advertise  runaway  slaves,  he  cannot  recover  his 
legal  fees,  but  he  may  recover  the  value  of  his  services,  if  the  owner 
knew  of  their  confinement  and  refused  to  take  them  out. 
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Crocker  v.  Nuley  et  al    III,  N.  S.  583. 

THIRD  District. 

Defendants  claim  title,  under  a  memorandum  running,  "  I  do  sell, 
&c.'^  signed  by  plaintiff,  not  signed  by  defendant.  This  was  a  sale 
sovsseing  priviofihe  premises:  there  is  price,  thing  and  consent; 
vendee's  consent  may  be  given  afterwards  and  be  proved  aliunde. 
In  this  case  he  had  it  recorded,  he  entered  into  possession  and  his 
heirs  paid  the  price.     See  1  N.  iS.,  217. 


Ritchie  v.  Wilson.     Ill,  N.  S.  585. 

Damages  for  an  injury  cannot  be  claimed  in  reconvention,  one  year  after  its  infliction. 

FOURTH  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  defendant  and  appellant  moves  to  remand  this  case  for  a  new 
trial 

The  action  is  instituted  on  a  promissory  note,  given  to  the  plaintiflf 
for  his  wages,  as  overseer  on  the  plantation  of  the  defendant  in  the 
year  1822. 

The  answer  contains  the  general  issue,  and  a  plea,  that  the  defen- 
dant was  not  bound  to  pay  the  note,  because  the  plaintiff  while 
acting  in  the  capacity  of  overseer,  did  in  violation  of  his  duty,  and  by 
improper  and  cruel  treatment  to  a  negro  girl,  the  property  of  defen- 
dant, cause  her  to  drown  herself:  whereby  he  has  sustained  loss  to 
the  amount  of  1000  dollars. 

To  this  answer  an  interrogatory  was  annexed,  calling  on  the  plain- 
tiff to  state  on  oath,  whether  the  note  was  not  given  for  his  wages  as 
overseer.    The  judge  refused  to  direct  it  to  be  answered. 

There  is  no  allegation,  that  the  defendant  was  ignorant  of  this  fact 
when  he  gave  his  note.    As  it  occurred  before  the  settlement  of 
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accounts,  and  execution  of  the  instrument,  there  is  a  strong  presump- 
tion he  knew  it  then;  and  if  he  did,  it  raises  a  strong  presumption 
against  the  justice  of  the  defence,  that  he  should  have  given  his  note 
for  628  dollars,  to  the  plaintiff  for  his  wages  as  overseer,  when  at  the 
same  time  the  plaintiff  owed  him  1000  dollars. 

The  judgment  of  the  court  below  was  correct.  Answering  the  in- 
terrogatory, could  not  have  been  of  any  use  to  the  defendant,  for  the 
claim  set  up  was  barred  by  prescription.  The  wrong  complained 
of  had  been  committed  more  than  one  year  before  filing  the  demand 
in  reconvention.  Fori.  7,  tit.  9,  law  22;  Doliole  v.  Morgan,  2  N.  iS, 
26;  Inst.  4,  4, 1. 

But  as  it  is  possible,  the  defendant  did  not  acquire  a  knowledge  of 
the  injury  until  within  twelve  months  preceding  his  putting  in  this 
plea,  although  he  has  not  averred  it,  the  judge  decided  legally,  in 
reserving  to  him  his  right  to  enforce  it  in  another  action. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment  of 
the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Nichollsy  for  the  plaintiff. 

fFAi(e,  for  the  defendant. 


Miller  v.  Hennen.     Ill,  N.  S.  587. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

A  note  made  payable  at  the  house  of  the  maker,  is  demandable 
either  at  his  dwelling,  or  his  office. 
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Whitehurst  v.  Hickey  et  al.     Ill,  N.  S.  589. 

The  tbtence  of  the  reasons  ou  which  a  judgment  is  grounded,  is  only  a  relative  nullity. 
A  parish  judge's  certificate  that  a  sheriflTs  bond  has  been  executed,  with  the  concurrence 

of  the  justices,  is  evidence  that  the  sureties  were  approved  by  them. 
Tbe  soroties  are  bound  by  it,  although  it  be  not  recorded. 

'  THIRD  District. 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  is  a  suit  brought  against  the  curator  of  the  estate  of  the  late 
F.  Amelung,  who  was  sheriff  of  the  parish  of  East  Baton  Rouge, 
and  against  the  sureties  of  the  latter  as  sheriff  aforesaid. 

The  petitioner  claims  remuneration  for  the  loss  and  damage  occa- 
sioned by  the  negligence  and  misconduct  of  the  sheriff  in  the  execu- 
tion of  judicial  process,  wherein  the  interest  of  the  former  was  con- 
ceraed.  Judgment  was  rendered  in  the  court  below  against  the 
curator  and  in  favor  of  the  sureties,  from  which  latter  part  of  said 
judgment  the  plaintiff  appealed. 

The  case  has  been  held  longer  than  usual  under  advisement  by 
the  court,  in  consequence  of  believing  that  it  involved  a  very  impor- 
tant question  in  relation  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  district  and  probate 
courts  of  the  state.  The  circumstance  which  led  to  this  belief,  is  the 
appearance  of  a  bill  of  exceptions  on  the  part  of  the  curator  to  the 
judgment  rendered  after  the  verdict  of  a  jury  to  which  the  case  had 
been  submitted,  on  the  ground  of  incompetence  in  the  court. 

This  is  in  truth  an  exception  to  a  final  judgment  which  (as  has 
been  repeatedly  decided,)  cannot  regularly  be  taken.  In  examining 
the  record  more  minutely,  we  discover  that  the  curator  is  no  party 
to  this  appeal,  either  as  appellant  or  appellee,  and,  therefore,  no  notice 
can  be  taken  of  his  interest  in  the  cause.  It  is  to  be  considered  only 
in  relation  to  the  sureties  who  are  the  appellees.  In  their  answer  to 
the  petition,  after  pleading  the  general  issue,  they  further  allege  that 
the  sherifi^s  bond  relied  on  by  the  plaintiff  is  illegal  and  void. 

The  case  comes  regularly  before  this  court  on  several  bills  of  excep- 
tions taken  to  the  opinions  of  the  judge  a  quo  given  in  the  course  of 
the  trial  below.  1.  That  by  which  he  permitted  the  record  of  the 
suit  carried  on  to  judgment  and  issuing  of  execution,  wherein  the 
sheriff  is  charged  with  negligence  and  misconduct,  to  be  given  in 
evidence  to  the  jury.  2.  To  that  by  which  he  rejected  the  copy  of 
a  bond,  proved  to  have  been  subscribed  by  the  defendants,  as  sureties 
for  the  sheriff.  3.  To  the  opinion  whereby  ha  refused  parol  evi- 
VoL.  IIL— 15 
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dence  to  prove  that  the  parish  judge  did  assemble  the  justices  as 
required  by  law  to  approve  the  security  offered  by  said  sheriff. 

As  to  the  first  of  these  exceptions  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  judge 
did  not  err,  in  admitting  the  record  in  evidence.  The  ground,  on 
which  its  admissibility  was  opposed,  is  alleged  nullity  in  the  judg- 
ment on  account  of  no  reasons  being  adduced  in  its  support.  Admit- 
ting that  such  nullity  exists,  it  is  only  relative,  and  cannot  be  taken 
advantage  of  by  the  present  defendants. 

The  opinion  of  the  judge,  as  represented  in  the  second  bill  of  excep- 
tions, we  believe  to  be  erroneous. 

The  truth  and  correctness  of  the  copy  of  the  bond  offered  in  evidence, 
the  real  existence  of  the  original  at  a  former  period,  and  its  loss 
without  fault  of  the  plaintiff  or  by  a  fortuitous  event,  were  amply 
proved  on  the  trial  of  the  cause  in  the  court  below,  as  shown  by  the 
record;  and  the  judge  seems  not  have  rejected  the  evidence  on  ac- 
count of  any  defect  of  proof  in  relation  to  the  copy,  but  under  an 
impression  that  the  original  itself  was  void  and  invalid,  in  consequence 
of  defects  in  its  execution.  In  testing  this  opinion,  we  are,  therefore, 
compelled  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  law  which  requires  sheriffs 
to  give  bonds,  and  points  out  the  manner  in  which  they  ought  to  be 
executed.  The  act  of  ISl  3  requires  every  sheriff  in  the  state  to  give 
two  bonds,  one  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  ministerial  functions 
in  the  execution  of  judicial  process,  the  other  for  collection  of  taxes. 
Both  are  ordered  to  be  recorded  in  the  oflSces  of  the  clerks  of  the 
parish  courts.     1  Marlines  Digest^  696. 

The  bond  now  under  consideration  is  alleged  to  have  no  binding 
force  on  the  persons  who  have  subscribed  as  sureties,  as  being  de- 
fective in  its  execution,  and  void  because  not  recorded,  &c.  The  act 
above  cited  directs  how  sheriff's  bonds  are  to  be  executed,  and  the 
security  offered  approved.     Ibid.  698,  art.  3. 

The  parish  judge  is  bound  to  convene  a  court  (as  it  is  termed)  to 
consist  of  himself  and  a  majority  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the 
parish,  who  are  required  to  judge  of  the  suflSciency  of  the  sureties 
offered  and  to  approve  or  reject,  as  in  their  opinion  propriety  and  the 
general  interest  may  dictate.  This  court  is  not  by  the  law  compelled 
to  reduce  to  writing,  or  to  make  out  any  process  verbal,  of  their  pro- 
ceedings. The  justices  of  the  peace  appear  to  be  called  in  aid  of  the 
parish  judge,  to  assist  in  judging  of  the  sufficiency  or  insufficiency  of 
the  security  to  be  offered  by  the  sheriff;  but  are  not  required  to  sign 
the  bond  if  accepted  by  the  court.  A  bond  shown  to  have  been 
rejected,  would  not  be  binding  on  the  subscribers:  the  want  of  the 
justices'  names  to  the  instrument  is,  however,  no  evidence  that  the 
sureties  have  been  adjudged  insufficient  and  the  bond  rejected.  A 
certificate  of  the  parish  judge,  showing  that  bonds  thus  taken,  have 
been  executed  with  the  concurrence  of  the  justices  of  the  peace,  ought 
to  be  good  evidence  of  approval  of  the  sureties,  and  consequent 
validity  of  their  obligations.  The  copy  offered  in  evidence  in  the 
present  case,  purporting  the  original  was  signed,  sealed  and  delivered, 
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in  the  presence  of  the  parish  judge  and  justices  of  the  peace,  who 
approved  the  security  given  by  the  sheriff,  is  sufficient,  having  the 
signature  of  the  judge. 

We  are,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  it  is  good  and  valid  according  to 
the  strictest  forms  of  law.  It  now  only  remains  to  consider  whether 
this  validity  is  affected  by  the  want  of  recording,  in  relation  to  the 
obligors.  All  the  solemnities  required  in  the  execution  and  recording 
of  these  bonds  are  instituted  solely  for  the  benefit  of  the  obligees, 
viz.,  the  public.  A  failure  to  comply  with  them  may  lessen  public 
security,  but  certainly  ought  not  to  be  so  construed,  as  to  exonerate 
sureties  from  obligations  voluntarily  contracted.  It  has  been  already 
decided  by  this  court  that  promissors  must  remain  bound  in  the  man- 
ner which  they  may  have  thought  fit  to  bind  themselves,  if  the  con- 
tract be  not  illegal. 

In  relation  to  the  last  bill  of  exceptions,  we  are  inclined  to  think 
that  oral  testimony  might  have  been  properly  received  in  corrobora- 
tion of  the  fact  declared  by  the  parish  judge  in  executing  the  bond, 
that  the  justices  of  the  peace  present,  approved  that  which  was  done. 
But  if  the  solemn  declaration  of  the  judge,  in  the  instrument  itself, 
be  sufficient  to  establish  its  legal  execution,  additional  testimony 
would  be  4iseless. 

According  to  this  view  of  the  case  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  must  be  reversed,  gind  as  the  cause  was  tried  before  a  jury,  and 
legal  testimony  rejected,  it  appears  to  this  court  to  be  most  consistent 
with  its  uniform  practice  to  send  it  back  for  a  new  trial. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  appellees,  be  avoided, 
reversed  and  annulled,  and  that  the  cause  be  remanded  to  the  said 
court,  to  be  tried  de  novo  between  the  parties  to  this  appeal,  with  in- 
struction to  admit  in  evidence  the  copy  of  the  bond,  &c.;  and  it  is 
further  ordered,  that  said  appellees  pay  the  costs  of  appeal. 

fVadts  and  LobdeUy  for  the  plaintiff. 

DuTMcan,  for  the  defendants. 
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Millaudon  v.  Arnous  et  al.     Ill,  N.  S.  597. 

The  holder  of  a  note  must  not  agree  to  give  time  to  the  maker  or  any  prior  endorser,  lo  as 
to  prechide  him  from  suing  him,  and  to  suspend  his  remedy  against  him  to  the  preju- 
dice of  tlie  endorser.    Chitly,  371. 

An  agreement  by  the  endorser  of  a  note,  to  receive  in  payment,  pickets  at  a  fixed  price, 
on  a  distant  day  aAer  protest  and  notice,  liberates  the  endorser. 

FOURTH  District. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  defendants,  sued  as  endorsers  of  a  promissory  note,  pleaded 
the  general  issue,  and  that  the  plaintiff  neglected  to  protest  the  note, 
and  to  give  them  notice  of  its  not  being  paid,  and  did  make  arrange- 
ments and  agreements  with  the  maker,  for  the  payment  of  it,  where- 
by they  were  discharged.     He  had  judgment  and  they  appealed. 

The  record  shows  that  the  protest  was  read  in  evidence,  and  the 
notary  deposed  he  gave  notice  to  the  defendants  by  a  letter,  which 
he  put  into  the  post  office. 

Bouton,  a  clerk  of  the  plaintiff,  deposed,  that  the  plaintiff,  having 
heard  the  defendant  Pedron  was  at  Vignaud's,  in  this  city,  sent  the 
witness  there,  who  was  told  by  Vignaud  that  Pedron  was  out,  but 
if  the  witness  came  about  the  note,  he  could  tell  him  he  heard 
Pedron  say  he  would  call  and  pay  the  plaintiff.  This  was  in  the 
course  of  1823. 

A  letter  from  the  plaintiff  to  the  defendants,  shows  that  he  wrote 
to  them,  that  with  the  view  of  facilitating  the  payment  of  the  note  to 
the  maker,  he  had  promised  to  purchase  pickets  from  him,  provided, 
they  were  delivered  in  March  following;  that  he  had  waited  in  vain, 
and  had  declined  purchasing  pickets  from  other  persons.  He  now 
demanded  payment  from  the  defendants. 

Vignaud  deposed  the  plaintiff  told  him  he  had  settled  with  Blake 
(the  maker)  for  the  note,  that  Blake  was  to  send  pickets  in  payment, 
that  witness,  calling  a  second  time  to  ascertain  whether  the  note  was 
really  paid,  was  informed  Blake  had  settled  it,  and  was  to  send 
pickets. 

It  is  clear  that  the  maker  of  the  note  acquired  from  the  plaintiff  the 
right  of  paying  it  in  pickets  on  a  deferred  day.  Although  the  plain- 
tiff cautiously  promised  to  purchase  pickets,  the  object  of  this  agree- 
ment to  purchase  was  to  facilitate  to  the  maker  the  payment  of  the 
note,  and  thus  the  plaintiff  forewent  the  right  of  demanding  money 
in  payment  of  the  note,  till  the  deferred  day,  on  which  the  pickets 
were  to  be  delivered. 
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The  facility  ihns  yielded  to  the  maker  was  an  obstructiori  to  the 
right  of  the  payee  the  plaiutiflf's  endorser;  for  the  plaintiff  could  not 
have  transferred,  after  this  agreement,  the  absolute  right  of  the  note 
to  his  assignee;  no,  not  even  to  the  defendants,  if  they  had  tendered 
him  the  amount  of  the  note,  in  order  to  prosecute  the  maker,  for  the 
note  must  have  passed  to  the  assignee  or  the  defendants,  cum  onere. 
For  the  plaintiff  had,  when  he  made  this  agreement,  the  complete 
ownership  of  the  note,  and  every  bargain  made  with  him,  insured  to 
the  maker  the  proposed  advantage  in  the  payment  of  the  note,  not 
oaiy  against  the  plaintiff,  but  also  against  any  person,  who  by  the 
assignment  or  dehvery  of  the  note,  with  a  blank  endorsement,  might 
succeed  to  his  rights. 

There  is  no  obligation  of  active  diligence,  in  the  holder  of  a  note, 
to  sue  the  maker  or  any  prior  endorser,  and  he  may  forbear  to  sue, 
as  long  as  he  pleases;  but  he  must  not  agree  to  give  time,  so  as  to 
preclude  himself  from  suing  him,  and  suspend  his  remedy  against 
him  to  the  prejudice  of  the  endorser.    Chitty,  371. 

The  holder  of  the  note,  who  intends  resorting  against  his  endorser, 
must  retain  the  faculty,  on  receiving  his  payment  from  the  latter,  to 
transfer  him  all  his  rights,  absolutely  unimpaired  against  the  maker. 

By  doing  an  act  which  impairs  this  faculty  the  recourse  against 
the  endorser  is  forfeited  and  no  circumstance  can  restore  it  without 
the  endorser's  concurrence. 

Here,  till  the  first  of  March  following,  by  the  agreement,  of  which 
plaintiff's  letter  contains  the  evidence,  the  right  of  suing  the  maker 
had  been  abandoned  by  the  plaintiff,  with  the  hope  pickets  would  be 
provided  according  to  the  agreement;  the  plaintiff  during  that  time 
could  not  call  on  his  endorsers  for  payment,  for  if  they  could  be  obliged 
to  pay  him,  it  would  follow  they  could  oblige  the  maker  to  pay  them; 
which  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  agreement,  that  he  should 
have  the  facility  of  paying  in  pickets,  on  the  first  of  March. 

The  plaintiff's  letter  implicitly  recognises  the  obligation  he  had  put 
himself  under,  to  wait  with  the  maker  till  the  first  of  March.  For  he 
makes  the  neglect  of  the  maker  to  comply  with  his  promise,  to  deliver 
pickets  on  that  day,  the  ground  of  his  right  to  call  on  the  defendants. 

But  the  plaintiff,  by  entering  into  an  obligation  to  give  time  to  the 
maker,  rendered  him  less  active  to  pay,  than  he  probably  would  have 
been,  if  he  had  continued  liable  to  an  immediate  suit,  and  the  plain 
tiff's  right  on  the  defendants,  affected  by  the  indulgence  he  granted 
to  the  maker,  cannot  be  restored  or  revived  by  the  neglect  of  the 
latter. 

The  plaintiff  has  relied  on  several  cases,  which  we  have  attentively 
examined.  That  from  3  Campbell  is  the  case  of  an  accommodation 
note,  which  is  there  said  to  create  an  exception  to  the  general  rule. 
ExcepHo  probat  regulam.  That  from  16  Johnson  does  not  support 
him,  the  principle  of  that  case  being  that  passive  indulgence  does  not 
discharge,  but  active  does.  Yet  the  plaintiff  was  actively  indulgent. 
The  case  in  18  Johnson  settles  nothing;  it  is  an  it  *ecm«  case,  not 
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very  strong.  The  case  in  Bosanquet  and  Puller  establishes  that  re- 
ceiving security  does  not  discharge.  If  the  holder  be  not  bound  to 
sue,  if  he  may  wait,  surely  there  is  no  injury  done,  if  he  take  security, 
if  he  strengthens  his  right.  The  endorser,  that  may  pay  him,  may 
have  the  benefit  of  this.  The  case  in  10  East,  is  the  case  of  a  bond, 
which  in  England,  is  not  a  negotiable  instrument. 

The  case  in  Gilmer,  a  Virginia  reporter,  goes  the  whole  length  of 
the  principle  contended  for  in  the  plaintiff's  case,  but  we  have  not 
been  able  to  see  the  whole  of  it.  The  reports  of  that  gentleman  are 
not  known  to  be  in  the  state,  and  we  have  only  what  we  suppose  to 
be  the  marginal  note  of  it,  in  a  digested  index. 

The  case  is  a  solitary  and  an  anomalous  one.  We  are  unable  to 
judge  of  the  weight  it  is  entitled  to;  particular  regulations  in  Virginia 
very  likely  support  it,  but  we  cannot  take  it  as  affording  us  a  legiti- 
mate rule  of  conduct. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  and  that  there 
be  judgment  for  the  defendants,  with  costs  in  both  courts. 

Dumoulinj  for  the  plaintiff. 

White,  for  the  defendants. 


Johnson  v.  Brown.     Ill,  N.  S.  601. 

THIRD  District. 

A  curator  is  according  to  law  functus  officio  after  the  expiration 
of  a  year.  Civil  Code,  180.  He  must  then  render  an  account  of 
what  he  has  done,  but  cannot  be  compelled  to  do  more  under  an 
expired  authority.  The  court  of  probates  has  no  jurisdiction  of  a 
subsequent  suit  against  him. 
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De  Armas  v.  Morgan.     Ill,  N.  S,  604. 

Property  specially  mortgaged,  cannot  be  sold  at  the  suit  of  a  third  party,  unless  it  bring 
more  than  the  amount  for  which  it  is  mortgaged. 

FIRST  District. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  plaintiff  states  he  was  the  last  and  highest  bidder  for  the  sum 
of  twelve  hundred  dollars,  of  a  lot  of  ground,  on  which  there  existed 
a  previous  special  mortgage  for  1250  dollars,  at  a  sale  made  by  the 
defendant,  on  a  writ  oi  fieri  facias,  under  the  17th  section  of  the  act 
of  assembly,  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts,  &c.,  approved 
the  28th  January,  1S17.  That  he  expressed  his  readiness  to  comply 
with  the  conditions  of  the  sale,  viz.  to  be  responsible  to  the  first  mort- 
gagee for  the  said  twelve  hundred  dollars,  and  required  the  defendant 
to  put  him  in  possession,  and  give  him  a  title  to  the  premises,  &c.,  which 
he  refused  to  do. 

There  was  judgment  for  the  former,  and  the  latter  appealed. 

The  statement  of  facts  admits  those  stated  in  the  petition. 

The  act  provides  that  whenever  any  special  mortgage  exists  on  the 
property  offered  for  sale  on  a  vrrit  of  fieri  facias ,  in  favor  of  any  other 
person  than  the  plaintiff,  in  the  fieri  facias,  it  shall  be  sold  subject  to 
such  special  mortgage,  to  be  paid  by  the  purchaser,  and  the  sheriff 
shall  only  receive  from  the  latter,  the  surplus  for  which  the  said  pro- 
perty shall  have  been  sold,  over  and  above  the  amount  of  such  spe- 
cial mortgage,  and  shall  apply  the  same  to  satisfy  the  fieri  facias. 

The  defendant's  counsel  urges  the  judgment  ought  to  be  affirmed, 
because  the  sheriff  cannot  sell  property  especially  mortgaged,  to  a 
third  party,  unless  something  be  bidden,  beyond  the  amount  it  is 
mortgaged  for,  and  he  refers  us  to  Landreaux  v.  Hazzelton,  1  N.  S,, 
600. 

The  plaintiff's  counsel  insists  that  there  was  a  sale,  for  the  property 
seized  was  to  be  sold  for  what  it  would  fetch.  That  a  sheriffs  sale 
cannot  be  avoided,  on  account  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  price,  and  he 
refers  us  to  De  Ende  v.  Moore,  2  iV;  S.  336. 

The  case  relied  on  by  the  plaintiff's  counsel  establishes  nothing,  but 
the  principle  that  the  purchaser  of  property,  at  a  probate  sale  acquires 
it  free  from  incumbrance. 

But  it  is  of  the  essence  of  every  sale,  that  there  should  be  a  price, 
received  or  to  be  received  by  the  vendor;  now,  in  the  present  case 
whether  we  consider  the  plaintiff  in  the  fieri  facias,  or  the  sheriff  as 
the  vendor,  there  was  no  price  received  or  to  be  received  by  either. 
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The  mortgaged  creditor  cannot  be  considered  as  the  vendor,  nor 
the  sheriff  as  his  agent,  for  the  sale  was  made  without  his  participa- 
tion, consent,  or  even  knowledge;  if  the  law  interfered  with  his  mort- 
gage, it  could  only  be  after  securing  his  payment,  and  the  present  sale 
compels  him  to  be  satisfied,  if  it  has  any  effect  with  a  part  of  his 
claim. 

We  think  the  district  court  acted  correctly  in  deciding  that  there 
was  no  sale.  In  the  case  cited  by  the  defendant's  counsel,  we  held 
that  a  sale  by  the  sheriff,  of  property  specially  mortgaged,  when  there 
is  no  surplus,  nothing  after  paying  the  mortgage,  would  l>e  useless  to 
the  plaintiff,  and  oppressive  to  the  defendant;  one,  like  the  present,  in 
which  the  price  is  less  than  the  amount  of  the  special  mortgage, 
would  be  destructive  of  the  right  of  the  mortgagee;  either  would  have 
the  effect  of  showing  the  melancholy  insufficiency  of  the  law. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

De  ^rmasy  for  the  plaintiff. 

Hennen^  for  the  defendant. 


Marigny  v.  Remy.     Ill,  N.  S.  607. 

FIRST  District 

The  Court  said: 

We  are  unable  to  see  any  difference  in  the  facts  of  this  case,  and 
that  of  the  Mayor  et  aL  v.  Baily,  5  Martin^  321,  in  which  we  held 
that  one  may  have  a  direct  action,  on  a  stipulation  in  his  favor,  in  a 
deed  to  which  he  was  not  a  party.  See  also,  Duchamp  et  aL  v. 
Nicholson,  decided  in  July  last,  2  N.  S.  775;  2  F^arise  HesoL  700, 
n.  18;  1  Polhier,  ObHgationSy  45,  n.  58,  60;  Ibid,  54,  n,  71,  72. 
jf.  45,  1,  38,  sect,  20,  22-,  7  Hulot  19;  Paillette,  Code  Civil  7,  art. 
1121  and  1165;  10  Pandectes  FranfaiseSy  160, 161;  6  Toutliery  164, 
n.  448,  449;  and  our  own  Civil  Code,  26*i,  art.  21. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MAY  TERM,  1885.  177 


Louisiana  State  Insurance  Company  v.  Louisiana  State 
Bank.     III,N.  S.  610. 

A  bank  is  not  relieved  from  the  obligation  of  due  diligence,  in  the  case  of  a  note  received 
to  be  collected,  by  the  removal  of  the  maker's  domicil  out  of  the  city. 

FIRST  District 

*  Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  is  an  action  commenced  by  the  Insurance  Company  against 
the  Bank,  in  which  damages  are  claimed  from  the  latter  as  a  remu- 
neration for  a  loss  occasioned  to  the  former,  by  negligence  and  misfea- 
sance of  the  officers  of  the  bank,  in  the  collection  of  certain  notes 
which  were  placed  in  their  hands  by  the  insurance  company,  and 
which  they  undertook  to  collect.  Judgment  was  rendered  for  the 
plaintiffs  in  the  court  below,  from  which  the  defendants  appealed. 

This  case  is  similar  in  principle  to  that  of  Montillet  v.  United  States 
Bank,  and  Crawford  v.  State  Bank,  1  N.  S.  214,  368,  708. 

The  correctness  of  those  decisions  was  admitted  in  argument  by 
the  counsel  for  the  appellants,  who  contends  that  there  is  one  fact  in 
the  present  case,  which  distinguishes  it  from  those  cited,  and  ought 
by  its  operation  to  release  his  clients  from  all  responsibility,  which 
might  otherwise  have  arisen  from  negligence  and  mismanagement  in 
the  undertaking.  This  is  the  change  of  domicile  of  the  maker  of  the 
notes  from  New  Orleans  before  they  became  due.  This  suit  is  a  sequel 
of  that  brought  by  the  same  plaintiffs  against  Shamburg,  decided  as 
shown  by  the  report  in  2  N.  S.  511,  In  that  case  they  failed  to  re- 
cover from  Shamburg,  the  endorser  of  the  notes  in  question,  on  ac- 
count of  the  negligence  of  the  agents  of  the  bank  in  not  making  a 
demand  of  payment  from  the  maker,  in  the  manner  required  by  law. 
It  is  contended  in  favor  of  the  bank,  that  its  officers  are  justifiable 
towards  the  plaintiffs  in  not  having  made  this  demand,  in  consequence 
of  the  removal  of  the  maker  of  the  notes  from  the  city  before  they 
fell  due.  In  support  of  this  justification,  it  is  alleged  that  the  bank 
never  undertakes  to  collect  money  on  notes  or  bills,  when  the  collection 
requires  operations  out  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  that  the 
implied  contract  and  consequent  obligation  to  collect  ceased,  on  the 
removal  of  the  maker  of  the  notes,  especially  as  this  fact  was  known 
to  the  owners.  In  answer  to  these  arguments,  it  is  said  by  the  coun- 
sel for  the  appellees,  that  the  bank  could  have  released  themselves 

*  Judge  Porter  took  no  part  in  this  opinion,  being  a  stockholder  of  the  bank. 
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from  this  obligation,  to  collect,  under  the  implied  contract,  only  by 
returning  the  notes  to  the  owners,  after  the  fact  of  the  maker's  re- 
moval became  known  to  them.  Further,  that  they  were  led  into 
error  by  the  prdtest  made  by  the  notary  who  acted  for  the  bank, 
because  that  instrument  declared  that  a  legal  demand  was  made,  and 
notice  had  been  regularly  given. 

That  the  officers  of  the  bank  knew  of  the  change  of  domicile  by 
the  maker  of  the  notes  before  they  became  due,  the  evidence  of  the 
case  abundantly  shows.  The  knowledge  of  this  fact  is  not  so  clearly 
brought  home  to  the  appellees;  and  even  if  it  were,  it  ought  not  to 
change  the  situation  of  the  parties,  so  as  to  release  the  defendants 
from  their  obligation  to  take  all  legal  steps  to  collect  the  notes  which 
they  had  undertaken.  Their  duties  as  agents,  could  have  ceased  in 
no  other  way,  than  by  a  return  of  the  notes  to  the  owners,  or  an 
explicit  declaration  that  they  would  no  longer  act  for  them. 

The  erroneous  conduct  of  the  notary,  in  making  a  mistaken  or 
false  protest,  certainly  had  a  tendency  to  injure  the  plaintiffs;  by  it, 
it  seemed  that  every  thing  had  been  regularly  and  legally  done,  which 
was  necessary  to  charge  the  endorsers.  They  were  thus  lulled  into 
security,  and  of  course  took  no  means  to  do  that  which  they  sup- 
posed had  already  been  well  done  by  their  agents.  Admitting  this 
to  be  true;  it  is  contended  by  the  defendants  that  they  ought  not  to 
be  made  responsible  for  the  misconduct  of  the  notary;  being  a  public 
officer,  he  ought  to  answer  directly  for  his  conduct;  that  a  protest 
could  only  be  made  by  a  notary,  and  when  the  bank  placed  the 
notes  into  his  hands,  its  officers  had  fully  and  faithfully  executed  their 
trust. 

In  the  case  of  a  foreign  bill  of  exchange,  the  dishonor  of  which  can 
only  be  evidenced  by  protest,  this  argument  would  be  entitled  to 
great  weight.  But  inland  bills  and  promissory  notes  do  not  neces- 
sarily require  protests  by  notaries;  a  demand  of  payment,  refusal  and 
notice  to  drawers  and  endorsers  may  be  proved  by  any  competent 
witness.  In  the  present  case  we  deem  it  proper  to  consider  the 
notary  as  the  agent  of  the  bank,  be.cause  they  did  by  him,  that  which 
they  might  have  done  themselves. 

The  appellees  claim  interest  on  the  amount  of  the  notes  from  the 
date  of  the  demand  of  payment  and  protest ;  now  no  demand  was 
made.  The  present  action  sounds  solely  in  damages  for  negligence 
and  misfeasance  in  the  officers  of  the  bank;  it  is  perhaps  true  that  a 
fair  criterion  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  damages,  is  the  loss  of  the 
plaintiffs,  occasioned  by  the  misconduct  of  the  defendants,  which  is 
alleged  to  be  the  sums  specified  in  the  notes  with  legal  interest  from 
the  day,  on  which  they  ought,  regularly,  to  have  been  protested.  If 
it  had  been  so  adjudged  in  the  court  below,  we  would  perhaps  not 
have  disturbed  the  judgment  The  contest  may,  as  the  cause  now 
stands  on  an  appeal,  and  being  a  suit  for  damages,  be  considered  as 
among  those  little  things  which  the  law  does  not  regard;  de  minimis 
fion  curat  lex. 
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However  fair  and  legal  the  judg&ent  may  be,  it  is  a  hard  case  on 
the  defeudants. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Duncan^  for  the  plaintiffs. 

GrymeSy  for  the  defendants. 


Saulet  V.  Dreux*s  Syndics.     Ill,  N.  S.  615. 

FIRST  District. 

A  judgment  reversing  that  by  which  a  syndic  was  appointed,  does 
not  avoid  acts  done  by  him  in  the  meanwhile. 

The  law  has  not  fixed  the  number  of  days  during  which  the  sale 
of  an  insolvent's  goods  is  to  be  advertised. 


Mayner  v.  Rollins.     HI,  N.  S.  618. 

FIRST  District. 

A  contract  made  double,  in  fact,  but  with  no  mention  made  of  it, 
is  good  as  a  beginning  of  proof,  ^  plus  for  it  raison  than  would  be  a 
contract  not  made  in  as  many  originals  as  there  be  parties. 
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EASTERN  DISTRICT,  JUNE  TERM,  1825. 


Flood  et  al.  v.  Shamburgh.     Ill,  N.  S.  622. 

Where  the  rules  of  court  do  not  require  a  replication,  all  nncaDS  of  defence  are  left  open 

to  the  plaintiff. 
The  widow  who  accepts  the  community,  may  be  sued  in  the  district  court 
The  wife  who  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  community,  or  has  not  made  an  inventory, 

cannot  renounce. 
What  is  full  value  in  money  for  a  note,  is  a  question  of  law. 
Usury  may  be  committed  by  agreeing  to  take  the  legal  rate  of  interest,  on  a  larger  sum 

than  that  really  lent 

FIRST  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  petitioners  state  that  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1823,  the 
late  William  Flood  being  in  want  of  money  applied  to  defendant  for 
various  sums,  which  were  lent  him  and  which  he  repaid  with 
usurious  interest;  that  among  other  transactions  he  gave  his  note  to 
defendant  on  the  6th  of  January,  1823,  for  10,000  dollars,  on  an 
usurious  loan,  and  made  a  mortgage  without  any  consideration  for 
the  same  sum  of  10,000  dollars.  That  the  defendant  has  frequently 
and  publicly  declared,  that  the  estate  of  Flood  was  indebted  to  him 
in  both  the  amount  of  the  note  and  the  mortgage,  and  that  he  would 
institute  suit  on  both,  and  claim  the  sum  of  20,000  dollars,  with  inte- 
rest and  costs. 

They  further  state  that  by  reason  of  these  allegations  they  have 
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been  hindered  from  selling,  and  disposing  of  the  estate,  or  settling  the 
demands  against  it.  That  they  have  frequently  and  amicably  re- 
quested the  defendant  to  present  his  claim,  which  he  refuses  to  do, 
but  continues  to  boast  of  his  demands,  and  prevents  the  petitioners 
paying  one  James  Erwin  who  is  a  creditor  of  the  estate. 

The  prayers  of  the  petition  are: 

That  the  defendant  may  be  ordered  to  set  forth  distinctly  the  nature 
of  his  claims  against  the  estate  of  Flood. 

That  he  may  be  ordered  to  institute  suit  thereon  within  ten  days 
from  the  service  hereof,  or  on  making  default,  that  it  may  be  declared 
the  estate  is  not  indebted  to  him. 

That  the  mortgage  may  be  declared  null  and  void. 

That  the  defendant  may  be  condemned  to  pay  the  petitioners,  the 
sum  of  24,000  dollars,  for  his  unjust  boasting. 

That  he  may  be  condemned  to  refund  and  pay  2000  dollars  received 
by  him  for  usurious  interest,  between  the  1st  of  January,  1815,  and 
the  1st  of  January,  1824. 

That  he  may  set  forth  in  his  answer  all  the  circumstances  attending 
his  transactions  with  the  deceased. 

The  answer  denies,  that  the  defendant  did  ever  iactitate  or  boast,  he 
had  a  claim  against  the  estate  of  William  Flood  for  20,000  dollars,  or 
that  he  had  refused  or  delayed  to  bring  his  suit  on  the  note  due  him, 
or  in  any  manner  impeded  the  settlement  of  the  estate;  but  that  on 
the  contrary,  he  and  one  James  Erwin  filed  a  petition  in  the  court  of 
probates,  praying  to  be  paid  the  amount  really  due;  and  afterwards 
filed  another  to  the  like  effect  against  the  widow  as  curatrix  of  the 
minor  children.  That  these  proceedings  were  stopped  in  consequence 
of  an  agreement  made  with  the  executors,  that  they  would  deliver 
notes  received  for  the  sale  of  property  of  the  estate,  which  agreement 
they  have  failed  to  comply  with.  Judgment  is  therefore  prayed  by 
way  of  reconvention,  for  the  sum  of  10,000  dollars,  with  interest  and 
costs. 

The  answer  proceeds  to  deny  that  the  consideration  of  the  note 
and  mortgage  is,  or  was  usurious,  or  that  the  deceased  paid  him  ille- 
gal interest,  between  January,  1815,  and  1824.  That  the  note  was 
given  for  money  loaned  to  Wm.  Flood  in  his  lifetime  at  a  year's 
credit,  and  that  the  mortgage  was  given  to  secure  the  same.  It  con- 
dudes  by  praying  judgment  against  Mary  Flood  who  has  accepted 
the  conununity,  and  against  the  minor  heirs. 

The  cause  was  submitted  to  a  jury  on  special  facts;  upon  their 
finding  the  court  below  gave  judgment  in  reconvention  against  the 
plaintiff,  for  8800  dollars,  with  interest  at  ten  per  cent.,  from  the  6th 
of  January,  1824,  until  paid,  and  costs  of  suit.  The  defendant 
appealed,  and  the  plaintiffs  have  prayed  the  judgment  should  be 
amended  in  their  favor. 

The  first  question  necessary  to  be  decided  is,  the  legality  of  the 
judgment  in  reconvention  in  reference  to  the  plaintiflfe,  who  are 
minors,  and  who  have  necessarily  accepted  the  succession  with  the 
Vol.  III.— 16 
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benefit  of  an  inventory.  As  neither  the  rules  of  the  court  in  which 
this  case  was  tried,  nor  the  law  require  a  replication  to  the  answer, 
it  is  consequently  open  to  every  objection  which  could  have  been, 
pleaded  to  it.  Now  it  is  clear  that  an  ordinary  action  could  not  be 
maintained  in  the  district  court  against  minor  heirs,  who  administer 
a  succession  through  the  agency  of  their  tutors  or  curators,  for  debts 
due  by  that  succession;  at  least  not  unless  it  was  shown  the  estate 
had  been  settled  according  to  law,  and  that  a  partition  had  taken 
place  between  the  heirs.  This  principle  admitted,  the  only  thing 
left  for  inquiry  in  this  case  is,  whedier  the  jurisdiction  can  be  acquired 
by  the  plaintiffs  having  drawn  the  defendant  before  that  tribunaL 
We  are  very  clear  it  cannot.  They  could  only  bring  the  defendant 
there,  for  the  exanunation  of  matters  of  which  the  court  could  take 
cognisance. 

This  view  of  the  subject  lea<Js  us  to  an  examination  of  the  correct- 
ness of  the  course  piirsued  by  the  plaintifOi  in  instituting  this  action. 
The  petition  as  we  have  seen,  embraces  several  matters,  some  of 
which  we  conceive  were  properly  cognisable  by  ttie  district  court  and 
others  were  not  In  the  first  we  include  the  claim  to  recover  back 
illegal  interest  paid  on  other  considerations,  than  the  money  now 
claimed  by  defendant  from  the  estate.  We  also  include  the  demand 
in  damages,  for  setting  up  false  and  injurious  pretensions  again^  the 
succession.  These  could  be  fairly  brought  before  the  district  court, 
because  they  were  separate  and  distinct  demands  by  the  estate  against 
the  defendant,  who  was  not  suable  before  the  court  of  probates. 

But  that  part  of  the  petition  which,  after  admowledging  a  debt 
due,  calls  on  the  defendant  to  state  its  nature  and  amount,  we  con* 
sider  irregular  and  contrary  to  law;  as  we  do  all  the  proceedings 
which  were  predicated  on  it.  We  can  see  no  object  in  such  an 
investigation,  llie  district  court  could  not  regularly  execute  its 
judgment,  for  the  assent,  and  order  of  the  judge  of  probates  would 
still  be  necessary  to  enable  the  plaintiff  in  reconvention  to  execute  it. 
The  whole  proceeding  supposes  jurisdiction  in  tlie  district  court  for 
the  purpose  of  inquiry  alone,  and  for  this  purpose  we  have  ^aid,  that 
court  does  not  possess  it  This  point  received  a  particular  examina- 
tion in  the  case  of  Vignaud  v.  Tonnacourt^s  Curator,  12  Martin^ 
234.    See  also  Civil  Code,  178,  art.  137. 

Our  law  lias  affixed  a  sufficient  penalty  on  creditors,  who  do  not 
present  their  claims  against  a  succession  administered  tmder  an  in«> 
ventory,  to  suppose  they  will  delay  bringing  them  forward  before 
the  proper  tribunal.  It  is  time  enough  when  they  present  them,  to 
offer  those  exceptions  which  will  reduce  their  claim,  and  it  is  mere 
wantpnness  tp  drag  them  before  anotlier  tribunal,  in  order  to  invest!-* 
gate  maUers  which  could  more  properly  be  offered  as  an  exception 
to  their  demand,  when  they  came  before  that  court,  which  alone  has 
the  means,  and  the  power  to  terminate  the  matters  in  contestation. 
What  is  conclusive  against  the  regularity  of  the  course  of  proceeding 
resorted  to  in  this  instance  is,  that  notwithstanding  all  the  litigation 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JtfNE  TERM,  1825.  183 

[Flood  H  at «.  Shftmbursfh.] 

in  this  action,  the  defendant  might,  on  going  to  the  court  of  probates 
with  his  judgment,  be  compelled  to  discuss  again,  with  the  other 
^areditors,  all  the  matters  and  things  at  issue  in  this  suit.  Novisima 
Becop.  Ub.  11,  HL  38,  ley  8. 

Confining  our  attention  then  to  the  verdi<5t  on  those  matters  of 
which  the  court  could  take  cognisance,  we  find  the  jury  have  ex- 
pressly negatived  the  fact  of  the  defendant  having  received  usurious 
mterest  on  the  loatis  of  money  other  than  that  for  which  the  note  still 
due,  was  given;  and,  they  have  also  found,  the  defendant  never 
did  set  up  such  a  claim  as  is  charged  in  the  petition.  There  must 
be  final  judgment  therefore  against  the  plaintifis  on  both  these 
demands. 

But  there  is  still  another  and  important  question  open,  and  that  is 
whether  the  judgment  in  reconvention  against  the  widow,  must  not 
be  affirmed. 

Its  correctness,  independent  of  the  matters  which  are  peculiar  to  the 
present  caa«,  depends  on  the  extent  of  her  responsibility  on  accepting 
the  community.  If,  in  doing  so,  her  liability  for  one-half  of  the  debts, 
depends  on  whether  the  amount  received  by  her  from  the  community 
equals  the  moiety  of  the  sums  due  by  it;  or  in  other  words,  if  she 
take  under  the  benefit  of  an  inventory,  then  claims  against  her  must 
be  presented  in  the  court  of  probates;  for  she  is  nothing  more  than 
bdministrator  of  the  estate,  and  it  is  right,  that  all  the  creditors  should 
have  an  oppottunity  of  presenting  their  claims,  and  getting  a  propor- 
tion of  the  common  fund  left  for  the  payment  of  debts.  If  on  the 
contrary,  by  the  act  of  acceptance,  she  becomes  responsible  personally 
for  the  one-half  of  the  debts,  she  may  be  sued  any  where. 

In  the  investigation  of  this  subject,  finding  the  provisions  of  our 
Code  not  so  clear  and  explicit  as  could  be  desired,  we  turned  to  the 
ancient  law  of  the  country.  It  has  afforded  us,  however,  but  little 
assistance.  There  existed  no  legislative  enactment  in  Spain  on  the 
matter,  and  the  authors  who  have  written  on  this  branch  of  her  juris'* 
prudence  differ  iii  opinion:  the  better  one,  jperhaps,  was,  that  after 
accepting,  she  could  not  renounce,  on  discovering  the  effects  of  thd 
community,  not  to  be  equal  to  one-half  of  the  debts  due  by  it. 
Fthrero,  p.  2,  iii.  1,  cap.  4^  sect.  3,  fww.  71  and  72. 

Our  CoAe  has  so  far  altered  the  law,  as  to  give  the  widow  the 
right  of  renouncing  at  any  time.  Civil  Code,  838,  art.  78.  But  in 
order  to  enjoy  the  privilege  she  must  not  have  taken  an  active  con- 
cern in  the  affiiirs  of  the  community,  and  she  must  have  made  art 
inventory.  If  she  has  done  the  one,  or  fails  to  do  the  other,  she  can- 
not renounce;  and  in  those  cases  where  she  cannot,  we  are  of  opiniori 
she  is  responsible  for  the  ond-half  of  the  debts,  whether  the  one-half 
of  the  property  of  the  conununity  be  equal  to  them  or  not.  We 
found  this  opinion  on  two  articles  of  our  Code;  one  of  which  declares, 
that  in  the  partition  of  the  effects  of  the  partnership  of  community  of 
acquests  and  gains,  both  husband  and  wife  are  to  be  equally  liable 
for  their  share  of  the  debts  contracted  during  marriage:  the  other 
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provides,  the  wife  and  her  heirs  may  exonerate  themselves  from  the 
debts,  by  renouncing.  If  she  be  equally  liable  with  the  husband,  and 
only  one  mode  is  pointed  out  by  which  she  can  escape  that  responsi- 
bility, she  is  clearly  responsible  in  her  own  right,  unless  that  mode 
has  been  pursued 

It  has  not  escaped  our  attention,  that  the  heirs  of  the  husband 
could  free  themselves  from  personal  responsibility  by  accepting  the 
succession  with  the  benefit  of  an  inventory;  and  that  it  may  be  urged, 
this  opinion  makes  the  wife  incur  a  heavier  responsibility.  But  the 
diiterence  is  rather  in  the  means,  than  in  the  end.  Inventory,  and 
acceptance  under  it,  are  sufficient  to  enable  the  heirs  to  escape  respon- 
sibility in  their  personal  capacity.  Inventory  and  renunciation  are 
both  required  to  enable  the  wife  to  enjoy  the  same  privilege;  and  if 
both  be  made,  they  have  the  further  effect  of  freeing  her  from  the 
trouble  of  administering  the  estate. 

We  are  greatly  strengthened  in  this  opinion  from  an  examination 
of  the  Napoleon  Code.  That  body  of  law  formed,  as  it  is  well  known, 
the  substratum  of  the  Civil  Code  of  this  state,  and  so  many  of  its 
provisions  were  incorporated  verbatim  into  ours,  that  whenever  we 
find  several  of  its  regulations  adopted  on  a  particular  subject,  and  a 
material  one  omitted,  we  may  safely  conclude,  that  omission  pro- 
ceeded from  a  difference  of  opinion  in  the  framers.  Now  by  the 
1483d  article  of  that  Code,  the  wife  is  only  responsible  to  the  amount 
of  the  inventory,  and  renunciation  is  not  necessary,  to  protect  her 
from  being  answerable  in  her  own  right 

In  this  case  the  widow  accepts  the  community  by  bringing  suit  to 
have  part  of  its  effects  adjudged  to  her.  Nothing  appears  on  the 
record  which  shows  a  renunciation,  or  a  right  to  make  it.  She  is, 
therefore,  responsible  in  her  personal  capacity  for  one-half  of  the 
debts  of  the  succession,  and  was  properly  sued  in  the  district  court. 

It  only  remains  to  inquire  for  what  sum  judgment  should  be  given 
against  her.  It  has  been  contended  the  case  is  not  in  a  situation  for 
final  judgment  in  consequence  of  the  contradictory  finding  of  the  jury, 
on  the  first  and  fourth  facts  submitted  by  plaintiffs.  The  apparent 
discrepancy  which  the  verdict  exhibits  on  these  facts,  is  removed  by 
an  examination  of  the  pleadings,  and  the  issue  joined.  The  first  is 
evidently  in  relation  to  the  demand  for  illegal  interest  already  paid. 
The  second  refers  to  the  contract  sued  on. 

The  jury  have  found  the  defendant  gave  8800  dollars,  for  a  note 
of  the  plaintiff's  ancestor,  payable  in  one  year  for  10,000  dollars.  In 
answer  to  the  eighth  fact  submitted  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  they 
state  he  "  gave  the  full  value  for  the  note.*'  What  sum  of  money  is 
full  value  for  a  note  of  the  borrower  payable  at  a  future  day,  is  a 
question  of  law  not  of  fact;  as  the  law  has  declared  that  not  more 
than  a  certain  sum  shall  be  taken  for  the  loan.  This  part  of  the 
verdict,  therefore,  cannot  be  permitted  to  influence  the  judgment  of 
the  court. 

The  strongest  objection  against  the  finding  of  the  jury,  as  not  sus- 
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taining  the  plea  of  usnry,  was,  that  it  only  states  what  money  was 
given  for  the  note,  and  non  constat  there  might  not  have  been  money 
and  other  property  given  for  it.  This  argument  would  have  con- 
siderable  weight,  were  it  not  for  the  judicial  confession  of  the  defend- 
ant in  his  answer, "  that  the  note  was  given  for  money  loanedy  to 
William  Flood,  at  a  yearns  credit'* 

We  consider,  then,  the  fact  to  be  clearly  established  that  the  note 
for  10,000  dollars,  payable  in  one  year,  was  given  for  8800  dollars. 
The  judge  below  thought  this  agreement  was  usurious,  and  that  under 
it  no  more  than  the  original  sum  lent  could  be  recovered.  But  he 
was  of  opinion  that,  as  by  a  subsequent  act  of  mortgage  passed  to 
secmie  the  payment  of  this  note,  the  borrower  had  stipulated  to  pay 
interest  at  ten  per  cent,  if  it  was  not  regularly  discharged  at  the  end 
of  the  year;  that  rate  of  interest  could  be  recovered  on  the  sum  really 
lent,  from  the  date  of  the  failure  to  comply  with  the  original  contract. 

We  agree  with  the  judge,  in  the  conclusion  to  which  he  came  on 
the  first  agreement,  and  are  unable  to  concur  with  him  in  regard  to 
the  second.  Both  contracts  appear  to  us  equally  usurious.  The  first 
was  to  get  twelve  per  cent,  on  the  loan  of  8800  dollars,  for  one  year; 
tod  the  second  was  to  receive  ten  per  cent,  on  a  sum  made  up  in  part 
of  this  usurious  interest.  Now  whether  the  law  be  violated  by 
taking  a  promise  to  pay  fifteen  per  cent  on  the  loan  of  1000  dollars, 
for  one  year;  or  by  an  engagement,  that  the  borrower  shall  pay  ten  per 
cent,  on  1500  dollars  when  only  1000  dollars  are  lent,  the  conse- 
qnwice  must  be  the  same.  For  there  is  no  difi*erence  between  the 
two  cases  just  put,  except  in  the  mode  chosen,  to  avoid  the  prohibi- 
tion to  take  mote  than  legal  interest  on  money  lent.  The  law  has 
not  been  so  improvident,  as  such  an  argument  supposes.  It  annuls 
an  <*  eontratos  simulados  enjraude  de  usuras.*^  To  know  whether 
a  contract  comes  within  the  provisions  of  this  law,  we  have  only  to 
kquire  how  much  money  was  lent;  and  how  much  was  to  be  paid 
for  the  use  of  it  If  the  latter  exceed  the  rate  of  interest  which  the 
law  permits,  it  is  a  matter  of  no  consequence  how,  or  in  what  manner 
the  promise  was  made,  or  what  consideration  is  avowed  for  it. 
NomHma  Recop.  lib.  10,  tit.  I,  ley  20. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed.  And  pro- 
ceeding to  give  such  judgment  here,  as  in  our  opinion  should  have 
been  given  in  that  court,  it  is  ordered,  decreed  and  adjudged,  that 
there  be  judgment  against  the  plaintiffs  on  the  matters  and  things 
cforaied  by  them  in  their  petition,  saving  to  the  minor  heirs  in  the 
court  of  probates  any  exception  they  may  have  to  the  claim  of  defen- 
dant for  moneyB  lent  to  their  ancestor  William  Flood.  And  it  is 
farther  ordered  and  decreed,  that  the  defendant  in  this  cause,  and 
plaintiff  in  the  demand  in  reconvention,  do  recover  of  Mary  Flood, 
the  stun  of  4400  dollars,  with  costs  in  both  courts. 

Hoffman^  for  the  plaintiff. 

Hennefif  for  the  defendant 

16* 
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White  et  al  v.  Noland.    Ill,  N.  S.  636. 

If  a  contract  be  not  obligatory  when  entered  into,  a  change  in  the  law  cannot  make  it  so. 
The  aUegata  and  probata  must  agree. 

FOURTH  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

The  defendant  is  sued  as  the  endorser  of  two  promissory  notes; 
he  pleaded  the  general  issue;  there  was  judgment  against  him  and 
he  appealed. 

Part  of  the  sum  for  which  these  notes  are  payable,  is  expressed  in 
figures.  They  bear  date  the  months  of  June  and  November,  1823, 
a  period  at  which  there  was  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  state  in 
force,  which  declared  that  no  note  should  be  obligatory,  or  admissible 
in  evidence  unless  the  sum  of  money  mentioned  or  specified  therein 
to  be  due  or  payable,  be  expressed  in  words  at  full  length.  That 
statute  has  since  been  repealed.  But  if  the  notes  were  not  obligatory 
at  the  time  they  were  given,  a  subsequent  change  in  the  law  cannot 
make  them  so.    Acts  of  1823,  36;  Acts  of  1825,  58. 

There  has  been  a  great  diversity  of  opinion  in  the  profession,  as  to 
the  true  construction  of  the  law  just  referred  to.  Some  contend  that 
the  note  or  obligation  is  good  so  far  as  it  is  written  in  words  at  full 
length,  and  that  the  part  expressed  in  figures  must  be  rejected  as 
surplusage.  Others  insist  it  is  void  in  toiOy  and  is  not  admissible  in 
evidence.  The  question  has  not  been  settled  by  judicial  determina- 
tion. All,  however,  agree  that  the  part  expressed  in  figures,  is,  as  if  it 
were  tiot  written,  and  makes  no  part  of  the  obligation. 

Such  was  the  decision  of  this  court  in  the  case  of  Pili6  v.  Mollere. 
We  have,  then,  in  the  present  case  notes  declared  on,  different  firom 
those  offered  in  evidence,  and  the  question  is  whether  the  judge  erred 
in  admitting  them.  We  think  he  did;  the  question  is  precisely  the 
same  as  that  decided  in  the  case  just  referred  to,  where  the  subject  was 
gone  into  at  full  length.    2  N.  S,  666. 

The  judge  a  quo  in  deciding  the  case  against  the  defendant,  took  a 
distinction  between  the  maker  and  endorser,  and  considered  the  latter 
responsible,  on  the  ground  that  he  put  in  circulation  a  note  as  the 
representative  value  of  the  sum  mentioned  therein,  making  it  good 
for  that  sum,  in  case  it  should  not  appear  to  be  valid  against  the 
drawer.  This  distinction  cannot  receive  our  assent.  The  endorser 
of  a  promissory  note,  does  not  by  the  act  of  endorsement,  alter  or 
enlarge  its  legal  effect.    He  is  considered  as  the  drawer  of  a  bill.    12 
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Martin^  184;  2  Phil,  on  Ev.  10, 17,  41.  If  the  part  of  the  sum  ex- 
pressed in  figures  is  to  be  considered  not  written  as  to  the  maker,  so 
must  it  as  to  the  endorser,  whose  obligation  cannot  extend  beyond 
the  sum  for  which  the  note  appears  on  the  face  of  it  to  be  binding  on 
the  maker,  or  in  other  words,  the  sum  legally  expressed  in  the  in- 
strament. 

On  the  whole  it  appears  to  us  the  court  erred  in  permitting  the 
notes  offered  in  evidence  to  be  received,  for  they  did  not  correspond 
with  those  declared  on.  The  petition  states  two  notes,  one  for  284 
dollars  and  30  cents,  the  other  for  295  dollars  and  66  cents*,  those 
offered  had  no  cents  expressed  in  them  except  in  figures,  which  we 
are  bound  to  consider  as  not  written. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  and  that  there 
be  jadgment  for  the  defendant  as  in  case  of  nonsuit,  with  costs  in 
both  courts. 

Preston^  for  the  defendant. 


Barbarin  v.  Descahauf  s  Heirs.     Ill,  N.  S.  639. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

A  petition  against  the  drawer  of  a  bill,  which  does  not  set  out 
demand  and  notice,  does  not  set  forth  any  cause  of  action,  and  if 
judgment  be  given  on  it,  it  will  be  arrested. 


Bowman  d.  Flower.     Ill,  N.  S.  639. 

THIRD  District. 

The  jury  has  no  power  to  compromise  between  conflicting  evi- 
dence, but  must  decide  one  way  or  other;  if  the  scales  are  equal,  he 
who  holds  the  affirmative  should  lose.     12  Mariin,  260;  2  N.  S.,  494. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


188  SUPREME  COURT, 


Abert  v.  Bayon.    HI,  N.  S.  644. 

Failare  of  plaintiff  to  comply  with  a  oondition  precedent,  may  be  taken  advantaj^e  of  on 

the  general  inne. 

SECOND  District 

Plaintiff  claimed  a  plantation  in  defendant's  hands  by  virtue  of  an 
adjudication  under  a  transaction.  The  petition  avers  a  sale  positive, 
and  unconditional.  Defendant  pleaded  general  denial.  The  proof 
introduced  by  plaintiff  shows  a  condition  precedent  to  be  performed 
by  her,  before  the  obligation  of  defendant  would  be  complete^ 

Porter,  J.,  said: 

The  question  then  presented  for  our  decision  is,  whether  the  defen- 
dant can  take  advantage  of  this  condition  without  specially  plead- 
ing it? 

It  might,  perhaps,  be  sufficient  in  support  of  his  right  to  do  so,  for 
him  to  urge,  that  if  this  is  to  be  decided  by  strict  and  technical  rules 
of  pleading,  the  first  fault  was  committed  by  the  plaintiff.  It  being 
a  well  established  doctrine,  that  where  the  right  of  action  depends  on 
a  condition  precedent,  its  accomplishment  should  be  set  out  in  the 
declaration;  otherwise,  if  the  right  is  once  vested  and  defeated  by  maLt" 
ter  ex  post /ado.    6  Bac.  Ab.  339;  7  Co.  10. 

If  under  the  liberal  mode  of  practice  wisely  established  in  this  state, 
such  strictness  be  not  necessary,  still  the  rights  of  the  parties  under 
the  evidence  offered,  are  not  the  least  altered,  or  impaired;  and  they 
have  the  same  right  to  insist  at  the  trial,  that  the  plaintiff  has  failed 
to  show  a  cause  of  action,  that  they  would  have  under  a  more  tech- 
nical system  by  taking  advantage  of  it  in  pleading. 

The  judge  of  the  district  court  in  the  opinion  delivered  by  him  on 
the  motion  for  a  new  trial,  seems  to  have  considered,  nothing  to  have 
been  put  at  issue  but  the  averments  in  the  petition;  and  that  what  the 
defendant  relied  on,  was  matter  of  avoidance  which  should  have  been 
specially  set  up. 

The  judge  was  correct  in  saying,  that  nothing  but  the  averments 
in  the  petition  were  put  in  issue.  But  that  petition  avers  a  sale,  posi- 
tive, and  unconditional.  The  proof  introduced  shows  a  conditional 
one.  The  defendant  might  perhaps  have  objected  to  the  variance, 
but  if  he  chose  to  admit  it,  it  was  received  with  all  legal  consequences 
that  flowed  from  it,  as  proof  the  defendant  promised  to  deliver  the 
plantation;  but  as  proof  too,  that  he  was  not  to  deliver  it  until  the 
plaintiff  should  comply  with  the  condition  expressed  therein. 
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The  judge,  therefore,  though  correct  in  considering  that  nothing 
was  put  at  issue  but  the  averments  in  the  petition,  erred  in  the  effect 
which  he  gave  to  the  evidence  by  which  those  averments  were  sup- 
ported. And  he  particularly  erred  in  imagining  this  was  special  mat- 
ter in  avoidance,  which  should  have  been  set  out  in  the  answer.  Mat- 
ters in  avoidance  acknowledge  the  obligation  to  have  once  existed, 
by  averring  these  matters  to  have  discharged  it.  They  cannot,  there- 
fore, be  given  in  evidence  under  the  general  issue,  because  by  it  the 
plaintiff  only  comes  prepared  to  prove  the  defendant  made  such  a 
contract  as  is  alleged.  But  in  this  instance  the  appellant  does  not 
rest  his  defence  on  the  fact  that  his  obligation  to  deliver  the  land,  was 
discharged  by  matters  and  things  which  avoid  it.  He  insists  that  up 
to  the  moment  of  trial,  no  obligation  had  existed  on  his  part  to  de- 
liver it,  because  an  act  necessary  to  create  that  obligation  had  not  yet 
been  performed  by  the  plaintiff.  This  we  are  satisfied  he  should  have 
been  permitted  to  show  under  the  general  issue,  either  by  relying  on 
the  evidence  introduced  by  plaintiff,  or  by  any  other  proof  in  his 
power. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  it  is  fur- 
ther ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  this  cause  be  remanded  for 
a  new  trial,  with  directions  to  the  district  ju(Jge  not  to  reject  evidence 
of  the  defendant  to  show  the  plaintiff  refused  to  furnish  endorsed  notes 
for  the  amoimt  of  the  purchase-money  of  the  plantation;  and  it  is  fur- 
ther ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  appellee  pay  the  costs 
of  this  appeal. 

Cuviliier,  for  the  plaintiff. 

JUarely  for  the  defendant 


Marigny  v.  Hunt.     Ill,  N.  S.  651. 

FIRST  District 

By  the  laws  of  Spain  a  real  action  is  one  which  demands  a  specific 
thing,  movable  or  immovable.  Febr.p.  1,  cap.  4,  seci.  4,  tit.  4,  /.  1, 
no.  70.  The  statute  of  Louisiana,  granting  the  right  of  being  sued 
only  in  the  parish  wherein  one  habitually  resides,  makes  no  direct 
exception  in  regard  to  an  hypothecary  action.  The  judge  of  the 
place  where  the  debtor  resides,  alone,  has  authority  to  grant  an  order 
of  seizure  and  sale. 
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Skipwith  etoLv.  Gray.     HI,  N.  S.  655. 

THIRD  District. 

PlaintiflF  cannot  proceed  at  the  same  time  with  an  order  of  seizure 
and  a  suit  in  the  ordinary  way. 

If  they  be  both  resorted  to,  the  via  exeeuiiva  merges  in  the  via 
4)rdinaria. 

The  act  of  1817,  section  6, "  in  any  real  action  where  there  are 
two  or  more  persons,  &c  residing  in  different  districts,"  means  two 
or  more  dtfendants. 


Guidrey  v.  Vives.     Ill,  N.  S.  669. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

Surety  on  a  note  has  not  the  same  liability  with  an  endorser.    See 
Cooley  v.  Lawrence,  4  Martin^  639. 


Spraggins  v.  White.     Ill,  N.  S.  661. 

Plaintiff  may  prore  payment  of  a  written  order  in  favor  of  defendant  without  producing 
it,  if  the  exiftence  of  the  order  be  admitted. 

COURT  of  Probates  of  New  Orleans. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

This  action  was  originally  commenced  in  the  district  court,  and  the 
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defendant  having-  died  before  it  could  be  tried  and  decided  there,  it 
was  transferred  to  the  court  of  probates. 

The  plaintiff  states  that,  in  the  year  1821,  he  entered  into  a  special, 
or  particular  partnership  with  the  defendant,  the  object  of  which  was 
the  purchase  of  daves  in  the  Atlantic  states,  on  joint  account  and  risk, 
to  be  transported  to  this  state  for  sale.  That  eighty-two  slaves  had 
been  purchased  of  which  seventy-three  have  been  sold  by  the  defen* 
dant,  and  the  proceeds  received  by  him,  and  that  two  others  are  yet 
in  his  possession. 

That  the  remaining  seven  slaves  have  been  sold  or  disposed  of  by 
the  petitioner,  for  the  proceeds  of  which  he  has  been  always  willing 
and  ready  to  accoimt 

That  the  auoount  of  sales  made  by  the  defendant  is  41,237  dollars; 
that  the  balance  due  the  petitioner  is  4000  dollars;  and  that  the  de- 
fendant though  often  requested,  has  refused  to  pay  this  sum,  or  to 
render  a  true  account  of  his  gestion  of  the  partnership  affairs. 

The  defendant  pleaded  the  general  issue,  and  averred  the  plaintiff 
owed  him  3000  dollars,  for  which  he  prayed  judgment. 

The  representatives  of  the  estate  of  White  were  made  parties  in 
the  probate  court,  and  that  tribunal  after  hearing  the  evidence  gave 
judgment  for  the  defendant,  and  decreed  that  the  slaves  remaining 
unsold,  should  be  disposed  of,  and  the  proceeds  divided  between  the 
parties.    The  defendant  appealed. 

When  the  argument  was  closed,  we  believed  the  case  was  before 
us  in  such  a  shape,  as  would  enable  us  to  decide  it  on  the  merits. 
Further  reflection  however  on  a  question  presented  by  a  bill  of  excep- 
tions taken  on  the  trial,  has  brought  us  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
cause  must  be  remanded. 

The  plaintiff  offered  to  prove  by  a  witness  that  he,  the  witness, 
had  paid  to  defendant,  on  plaintiff's  order,  the  sum  of  250  dollars. 
This  testimony  was  objected  to,  on  the  ground, "  that  the  plaintiff 
could  not  give  parol  evidence  of  the  pajrment  of  said  order,  as  the 
order  itself  would  be  the  best  evidence,  and  most  be  produced.*' 

This  objectbn  recognises  the  existence  of  the  order,  and  as  a  con* 
sequence  of  its  existence  denies  the  right  of  proving  its  payment  ia 
any  other  way  than  by  the  production  of  the  writing  itself.  Now 
whether  the  order  would  be  the  best  evidence  of  the  payment  or  not, 
depends  on  a  fact  of  which  the  bill  of  exceptions  gives  no  information; 
namely,  whether  the  defendant  gave  a  written  receipt  on  it;  for  if  he 
did  not,  it  is  neither  the  best  evidence,  nor  any  evidence  at  all  against 
him,  that  it  was  paid. 

On  this  ground  the  witness  should  have  been  permitted  to  testify. 
The  rule  in  relation  to  the  proof  of  payments  by  parol  testimony, 
though  written  receipts  should  have  been  given,  is  carried  further  in 
the  works  which  treat  of  evidence,  than  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  go  to 
decide  this  case.  Phillips  states  that  the  defendant  may  prove  by 
parol,  the  plaintiff's  demand  is  satisfied,  though  it  should  appear,  the 
plaintiff  signed  a  receipt.  Phillips  on  Evidence,  170;  1  Espinasse, 
13,213;  1  East,  460.  ' 
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This  rule  is  perbaps  founded  on  the  principle,  that  as  written  in- 
struments may  be  shown  to  be  discharged  by  parol  evidence  proving 
pa3rment:  there  is  no  danger  of  permitting  the  same  kind  of  proof 
even  when  a  receipt  is  given.  This  argument  is  still  open  to  the  ob- 
jection, that  it  is  not  the  highest  evidence  of  which  the  case  is  suscept- 
ible. But  in  this  instance  there  is  no  proof,  there  is  higher  evidence 
of  the  defendant's  having  received  the  money,  the  payment  of  which 
the  parol  evidence 'was  offered  to  establish. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  parish  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  it  is  fur- 
ther ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  case  be  remanded  with 
direction  to  the  judge  a  quo,  not  to  reject  parol  testimony  of  the  pay- 
ment of  an  order  of  the  plaintiff  in  favor  of  defendant  on  the  groimd 
that  the  order  would  be  better  evidence  of  such  payment;  and  it  is 
further  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  appellee  pay  the 
costs  of  this  appeal. 

HoffmanyfoT  the  defendant. 

Strawbridgej  for  the  plaintiff. 


Robinson  et  al.  v.  Williams.     Ill,  N.  S.  665. 

FIRST  District. 

The  defendant  alleged  that,  on  a  fair  settlement,  plaintiff  even 
owed  him,  a  detailed  account  of  which  would  be  filed,  when  required, 
which  he  thus  pleads  in  compensation.  Afterwards,  without  being 
required,  or  having  leave  of  court,  he  filed  an  account  and  endea-^ 
vored  to  prove  it.  This  was  irregular.  Compensation  must  be 
specially  pleaded. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


JUNE  TERM,  1825.  193 


Evans  v.  Nash.     Ill,  N.  S.  669. 

THIRD  District. 

The  surety  on  a  twelvemonths'  bond  cannot  be  released  on  the 
ground  that  the  sheriflF  neglected  to  file  the  bond  with  the  execution. 


Bainbridge  v.  Clay  et  al     III,  N.  S.  671. 

PIRST  District. 

Hennen  claimed  money  in  court  as  assignee  of  a  judgment  creditor: 
Bainbridge  claimed  it  to  be  applied  to  his  j5.  fa.  The  court  over- 
ruled Bainbridge's  motion.  There  is  no  evidence,  however,  of 
Hennen's  assignment.  It  is  manifest,  this  arises  from  the  view 
which  the  court  below  took  of  the  case,  deeming  this  proof  unneces- 
aary.  Case  remanded  to  allow  Hennen  to  show  the  assignment,  and 
that  the  levy  of  Bainbridge  was  of  no  avail.  See  this  case,  post, 
4  K  S,  56. 


Vol.  III.— 17 
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Tabor  v.  Johnson  et  aU    III,  N.  S.  674. 


The  district  court  is  not  wholly  deprived  of  jurisdiction,  ratione  miUeria,  in  suits  for  the 
recovery  of  debts  against  a  succession. 

THIRD  District. 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  suit  was  instituted  to  enjoin  proceedings  in  execution  on 
twelvemonths'  bonds,  given  for  the  price  of  property  which  had  pre- 
viously been  sold  under  execution,  and  to  have  said  bonds  decreed  to 
be  null  and  void.  An  injunction  was  granted  by  the  court  below, 
which  was  afterwards  set  aside,  and  judgment  rendered  in  favor  of 
the  defendants,  from  which  the  plaintiff  appealed. 

The  fads  of  the  case,  as  exhibited  by  the  record,  show  that  a  judg- 
ment had  been  obtained  against  the  tutor  of  minor  children,  and  was 
executed  by  seizing  and  selling  property  belonging  to  the  succession 
of  their  father;  part  of  which  was  purchased  by  the  plaintiff  in  the 
present  suit  at  a  credit  of  twelve  months,  and  the  payment  of  the 
price  secured  by  bonds,  which  he  now  seeks  to  have  annulled,  on 
account  of  the  alleged  nullity  of  the  judgment  rendered  against  the 
tutor  and  minors,  in  consequence  of  incompetency  in  the  court  which 
rendered  said  judgment;  the  whole  proceedings  having  taken  place 
in  the  distria  court; 

The  counsel  for  the  appellant  insists: 

1.  That  the  district  court  was  wholly  without  jurisdiction  ratione 
maieriae  in  the  case  which  was  prosecuted  against  the  tutor  and 
minor  heirs,  &c. 

2.  The  judgment  pronounced  in  that  case  is  absolutely  null  and 
void,  in  consequence  of  such  want  of  jurisdiction. 

3.  That  it  is  not  necessary  to  appeal  from  judgments  absolutely 
void,  in  order  to  have  such  nullities  decreed,  &c. 

4.  The  judgment  being  thus  void,  all  subsequent  proceedings  of 
execution,  seizure  and  sale  of  property  under  it  are  also  void,  and 
consequently,  the  appellant's  bond  given  for  the  price  of  the  property, 
is  a  mere  nullity.  There  are  some  other  points  relied  on  by  the  ap- 
pellant, which,  from  the  investigation,  we  are  about  to  give  to  the 
subject,  need  not  be  examined. 

Notwithstanding  the  principle  which  seems  to  be  established,  by 
some  of  the  expressions  of  this  court  in  the  case  of  Viguaud  v.  Ton- 
nacourt's  Curator,  as  reported  in  12  Martiriy  291,  after  much  re- 
flection on  the  present  case,  we  are  inclined  to  think  that  distnct 
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courts  are  not  wholly  deprived  of  jurisdiction  ratione  maierias  in 
suits  which  relate  to  the  enforcement  of  payment  of  debts  due  from  a 
saccession,  to  creditors  under  contracts  with  the  deceased. 

It  may  be  assumed,  as  undeniable,  that  the  district  courts  are 
tribunals  of  general  jurisdiction;  that  they  have,  by  their  constitution, 
power  to  decide  on  all  disputes  brought  before  them,  which  relate  to 
the  affairs  of  the  citizens  of  the  state;  either  as  it  regards  their  persons 
or  property.  This  unlimited  power  to  hear  and  determine  in  all 
cases,  can  be  lessened,  ahered,  and  taken  away,  or  rendered  concur- 
rent with  other  courts  of  the  state,  only  by  legislative  authority  in 
the  enactment  of  laws,  which  deprive  the  courts  of  general  jurisdic- 
tion, of  part  of  their  power,  and  transfer  it  to  others,  either  in  relation 
to  the  persons  of  suitors  or  the  subject  matter  of  litigation. 

We  believe  it  may  be  safely  asserted,  that  on  the  change  of  govern- 
ment, from  its  situation  under  the  late  territory,  to  that  which  it  now 
holds  under  the  power  of  the  state,  all  thfe  judicial  authority  which 
the  old  superior  court  had  was  transferred  to  the  present  district 
courts,  with  the  exception,  that  judgments  rendered  by  the  latter  are 
not  final,  but  may  be  appealed  from. 

The  power  of  the  late  superior  court  extended  to  every  subject  of 
litigation,  except  those  which  were  exclusively  transferred  by  the 
territorial  legislature  to  inferior  courts  created  by  its  authority. 
Amongst  others  thus  created,  in  1805,  courts  of  probates  were  esta- 
blished by  giving  that  species  of  jurisdiction  to  the  judges  of  the 
different  county  courts;  their  authority  was  limited  to  *^ receiving  and 
taking  proof  of  wills,  granting  letters  testamentary,  and  letters  of 
administration,  also  directing  and  approving  appraisements,''  &c. 
The  same  powers  were  transferred  to  the  parish  courts  after  their  in- 
stitution in  1807.  According  to  these  grants  of  power,  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  superior  court,  in  relation  to  claims  against  a  succession 
arising  out  of  contracts  made  by  the  testator  or  intestate,  was  not  in 
any  manner  lessened  or  impaired,  either  expressly  or  impliedly. 
Thus  stood  matters  with  regard  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of 
probates  and  those  of  common  and  general  jurisdiction  until  the  adop- 
tion of  our  Civil  Code,  in  1808. 

We'Ynust  now  inquire  how  its  provisions  affected  the  powers  of 
those  two  courts. 

In  the  case  cited  from  12  Martin^  an  explicit  opinion  has  been 
expressed  that  the  court  of  probates  is  the  proper  tribunal  to  take 
cognisance  of  claims  against  a  vacant  succession.  This  opinion  is 
founded  on  several  articles  of  the  Code  defining  the  powers  and  duty 
of  that  species  of  court,  which  by  necessary  implication  confer  that 
kind  of  jurisdiction.  Admitting  that  in  relation  to  a  vacant  succes- 
sion, a  court  of  probates  has  exclusive  jurisdiction,  it  does  not  follow 
as  a  necessary  conclusion  that  the  district  court  are  deprived  of  it 
absolutely  ratione  materiae,  but  only  on  account  of  the  peculiar 
situation  of  the  thing,  and  of  the  persons  who  represent  such  succes- 
sions.    If  inheritances  accepted  with  the  benefit  of  an  inventory, 
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whether  the  heirs  be  of  full  age  or  minors,  must  be  administered  in 
pursuance  of  the  rules  established  for  vacant  successions,  with  the 
necessary  exceptions  consequent  on  the  different  situations  of  these 
various  species  of  estates;  we  are  necessarily  led  to  the  same  con- 
clusion in  relation  to  the  court,  which  ought  regularly  to  take  cogni- 
sance of  all  matters  appertaining  to  the  settlement  of  successions 
which  are  inventoried,  appraised  and  sold,  and  that  is  the  court 
wherein  all  these  things  are  ordered  to  be  done,  and  to  which  the 
law  has  given  the  power  of  determining  the  manner  in  which  the 
debts  of  the  deceased  are  to  be  paid,  and  decreeing  partition  of  pro- 
perty amongst  the  heirs.  The  provisions  of  the  Code  on  the  subject 
of  vacant  estates,  and  those  accepted  by  heirs  of  the  age  of  majority, 
under  an  inventory,  seem  to  require  that  they  should  be  administered 
in  a  manner  analogous  to  that  ordered  for  the  administration  of  the 
estates  of  insolvents.  In  cases  of  the  latter  description,  all  suits  cmd 
claims  against  the  bankrupt  are  required  by  law  to  be  cumulated 
before  the  court  which  holds  cognisance  of  the  concursOf  which  may 
be  any  of  ordinary  and  competent  jurisdiction  to  the  extent  of  the 
matter  in  dispute. 

Pursuing  the  principle  established  by  law  for  the  settlement  and 
distribution  of  an  insolvent's  property,  our  Code  impliedly  requires 
all  the  creditors  of  a  succession  vacant  or  accepted  with  an  inventory, 
to  concur  before  that  court  which  directs  the.  inventory  and  sale  of 
property,  and  possesses  the  power  of  classing  and  ordering  payment 
of  the  debts.     Civil  Code,  177,  art  108  and  168,  art.  136  and  137. 

In  relation  to  the  administration  of  the  estates  of  minors  by  their 
tutors,  the  Code  is  silent,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  debts  of 
successions  are  to  be  paid;  according  to  its  provisions,  it  was  the  duty 
of  a  tutor  to  cause  the  whole  of  the  property  to  be  sold,  after  inven- 
tory and  appraisement.  This  power  to  sell  received  some  limitations 
and  restrictions  by  an  act  of  the  legislature  passed  in  1814,  which 
last  law  still  left  a  right  to  sell  for  the  payment  of  debts;  but  is  also 
silent  as  to  the  manner  in  which  such  payments  may  be  enforced. 
As  the  estate  is  administered  under  an  inventory,  perhaps  the  same 
rules  ought  to  prevail  which  govern  in  cases  of  beneficiary  heirs, 
and  all  creditors  should  appear  before  the  court  of  probates  to  demand 
payment  of  their  claims.  This  mode  would  be  certainly  correct  on 
a  suggestion  of  insolvency  of  the  succession. 

Admitting  tha^t  the  rules  of  the  Code  show  an  evident  intention  in 
the  legislature  to  give  exclusive  jurisdiction  to  the  court  of  probates 
in  all  matters  relating  to  successions,  it  is  believed  that  they  were 
not  constituted  with  powers  sufficiently  ample  to  carry  into  complete 
effect  that  intention;  because  these  courts  had  no  authority  to  call  a 
jury  to  their  aid  in  the  administration  of  justice;  and  the  ordinance 
of  congress  of  1785,  which  was  extended  to  the  territory  of  Orleans, 
secured  to  its  citizens  the  trial  by  jury.  See  2d  art  of  said  ordinance. 
The  right  secured  to  have  this  mode  of  trial,  b^ing  in  general  terms 
extended  to  all  contests  which  related  either  to  the  persons  or  pro- 
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pertjr  of  the  citizens,  could  not  have  been  taken  away  by  the  terri* 
torial  legislature,  either  by  express  enactment  or  by  any  construction 
given  to  these  laws. 

Under  such  regulations,  the  creditors  of  a  succession  and  the  persons 
administering  it,  had  a  right  to  claim  a  jury  to  decide  any  contested 
fact,  and  therefore,  the  court  of  probates  was  inadequate  to  maintain 
exclusive  jurisdiction.  Our  state  constitution  does  not  secure  the 
right  of  trial  by  jury  in  civil  cases;  it  limits  that  constitutional  privi- 
lege to  criminal  accusations.  Since  the  change  of  government  the 
courts  of  probates  have  perhaps  been  possessed  of  powers  sufficient 
to  carry  into  effect,  to  the  full  extent,  the  apparent  intention  of  the 
legislature  as  expressed  in  the  Civil  Code.  There  is  a  decision  of 
this  court  to  be  found,  7  Mariiny  274,  wherein  an  opinion  was  ex- 
pressed denying  jurisdiction  to  the  court  of  probates  in  a  claim  against 
a  vacant  succession,  which  is  in  direct  opposition  to  the  doctrine 
established  by  our  judgment,  in  the  case  cited  from  12  Martin. 

The  court,  in  the  former  case,  did  not  take  into  consideration  the 
increased  power  of  courts  of  probates,  produced  by  the  change  in  the 
Aindamental  laws  or  constitution  of  the  community.  We  believe  the 
opinion  in  that  case  was  erroneous,  and  that  expressed  in  the  last  case 
to  be  correct,  especially  as  it  is  subsequent  to  the  act  of  the  legislature 
of  1820,  defining  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  probates. 

Taking  for  granted  then  the  exclusiveness  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
these  courts  in  relation  to  successions  vacant,  or  claimed  under  benefit 
of  an  inventory,  we  deem  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  other  tribunals  of 
the  state,  in  all  cases  where  the  matters  in  litigation  are  more  properly 
cognisable  in  the  courts  of  probates,  to  send  such  cases  before  them, 
to  the  intent  that  all  persons  interested  in  a  succession,  may  have  their 
claims  investigated  and  decided  on  as  in  a  concurso  dt  acreedores. 

Allowing  to  the  courts  of  probates  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  causes 
which  appertain  to  estates,  administered  by  persons  deriving  authority 
from  them,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  a  question  then  arises  whether 
this  exclusion  of  the  courts  of  ordinary  jurisdiction  exists  absolutely 
ratione  materiae  or  ratione  personsB?  We  are  inclined  to  think  that 
the  exclusive  jurisdiction  depends  more  on  the  peculiar  situation  of 
the  parties,  that  on  the  subject  matter  of  dispute;  perhaps  somewhat 
on  both.  Debts  due  from  a  succession  must  necessarily  originate  in 
contracts  or  quasi  contracts  which  existed  between  the  creditors  and 
the  deceased.  These  are  clearly  subjects  for  the  cognisance  of  courts 
of  general  jurisdiction;  but  the  succession  is  administered  by  persons, 
who  act  for  others  and  not  for  themselves,  or  for  others  with  them- 
selves, as  in  the  case  of  beneficiary  heirs. 

These  persons  are  amenable  to  the  court  from  whence  they  derive 
their  power;  and  in  that  tribunal  all  matters,  which  relate  to  those 
for  whom  they  act,  are  most  properly  cognisable  by  creditors  and 
minor  heirs.  If  sued  in  any  other  court,  they  may  rightfully  claim 
to  be  sent  before  that,  which  is  more  effectually  competent  both  in 
relation  to  their  situation,  and  to  the  matters  which  concern  the  ad- 
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ministration,  and  the  interest  of  those  for  whom  they  administer. 
Should  a  court,  not  regularly  competent,  retain  cognisance  of  a  cause, 
and  render  judgment,  as  in  the  present  case,  it  is  necessary  to  inquire 
what  eflFect  such  a  judgment  would  produce.  Does  it  import  such 
nullity  as  can  in  no  way  be  covered?  In  other  words  is  it  so  radically 
and  absolutely  void,  as  to  be  incapable  of  producing  any  effect,  or  is 
it  affected  only  by  relative  nullity? 

If,  as  we  have  assumed,  it  be  true,  that  the  district  court  wanted 
jurisdiction  in  the  case  in  which  the  judgment  was  pronounced,  and 
under  which  the  property  was  sold  by  execution,  and  purchased  by 
the  appellant,  only  on  account  of  the  situation  of  the  defendants,  and 
peculiar  circumstances  of  the  matter  in  litigation,  it  may  be  fairly 
doubted  whether  it  be  affected  by  any  species  of  nullity.  But  we  are 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  sale  under  it  is  not  absolutely  void, 
but  only  voidable. 

The  property  of  minor  heirs  (to  place  the  case  on  a  footing  most 
favorable  to  the  plaintiff)  was  sold  without  legal  or  judicial  formali- 
ties. Such  defect  of  title  may  be  cured  by  consent  or  acquiescence; 
and  the  purchaser  can  on  no  legal  ground  withhold  payment  of  the 
price;  nor  does  he  show  any  equity  in  his  petition,  for  he  only  prays 
to  be  relieved  from  the  pressure  of  an  execution,  without  offering  to 
give  up  the  property  to  the  persons  whom  he  alleges  to  be  the  legal 
owners.  It  would  be  unjust  to  suffer  him  to  retain  the  property  and 
price;  should  he  be  hereafter  pursued  by  the  heirs  for  the  recovery  of 
the  former,  they  ought  in  justice  and  equity  to  succeed,  only  on  con- 
dition of  refunding  the  latter,  on  its  being  shown  that  it  was  appro- 
priated to  the  payment  of  their  ancestor's  debts.  See  TouUier,  p. 
668  and  669;  and  2  Biretj  TraiU  des  Nulleiisyp.  376. 

According  to  this  view  of  the  case,  the  first  and  second  propositions 
used  in  defence  by  the  appellant,  are  demonstrated  to  be  untrue,  and 
the  third  and  fourth,  being  only  corollaries  of  the  two  former,  must 
partake  of  their  fate. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment  of 
the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Woodruffs  for  the  plaintiff. 

Waits  and  Lobdellj  for  the  defendants. 
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The  plaintiff  needs  not  file  any  replication.  Fraad  may  bo  shown  by  him  without  having 
alleged  it  in  his  replication.  If  there  be  a  replication  it  may  bo  read  to  the  jury  to 
place  before  them  a  charge  which  might  be  made  ore  tenua.  Defendant  cannot  be 
admitted  to  demur  to  the  evidence,  unless  he  admit  the  facts  which  may  be  presumed 
from  the  evidence  by  the  jury,  as  well  as  the  direct  &cts. 

The  return  of  a  citation  cannot  be  explained  by  parol,  even  by  the  sheriff  or  deputy. 

FIRST  District. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opiiiioa  of  the  court. 

Oq  the  return  of  this  case,  which  we  remanded  in  February  term, 
1824,  2  N.  S.  163,  the  defendant  had  leave  to  file  a  supplemental 
petition,  in  which,  he  stated  that,  since  the  institution  of  the  suit,  he 
had  paid,  satisfied  and  discharged  the  plaintiff's  claim,  according  to 
a  receipt,  the  copy  of  which  was  stated  to  be  annexed  to  the  answer; 
no  copy,  however,  was  annexed;  a  jury  was  sworn,  and  the  defen- 
dant having  admitted  the  execution  of  the  note,  there  was  a  verdict 
for  the  plaintiff,  but  on  the  defendant's  motion,  a  new  trial  was 
ordered,  on  the  ground  that  the  receipt,  mentioned  in  the  supplemen- 
tal answer,  was  mislaid,  and  could  not  be  found  at  the  time  of  the 
trial. 

The  plaintiff,  now  by  leave,  replied,  that  the  receipt,  mentioned  in 
the  last  answer,  was  obtained  by  fraud  and  on  false  pretences,  and 
without  any  thing  having  been  paid. 

There  was  a  verdict  and  judgment  for  the  plaintiff,  and  the  defen- 
dant, after  an  unsuccessful  attempt  for  a  new  trial,  appealed. 
Our  attention  is  first  called  to  four  bills  of  exceptions,  taken  by  the 

defendant's  counsel. 

1.  The  first  is  to  the  opinion  of  the  district  court,  in  refusing  him  a 
continuance,  on  the  ground  that  he  had  not  been  served  with  a  copy 
of  the  plaintiff's  replication  to  his  supplemental  answer,  whereby  he 
was  unprepared  to  meet  the  charge  of  fraud. 

2.  The  next  was  taken,  on  the  refusal  of  the  judge  to  permit  the 
introduction  of  the  testimony  of  the  sheriff,  offered  by  the  defendant, 
as  a  witness  to  explain  the  return  on  the  citation,  and  to  prove  that  it 
was  not  served  in  both  languages. 

8.  The  third  was  to  the  replication  being  read  to  the  jury,  and  to 
the  introduction  of  evidence  to  support  the  allegation  of  fraud. 

4.  The  last  was  to  the  refusal  of  the  court  to  allow  the  defendant 
to  demur  to  the  evidence,  because  he  had  cross-examined  one  of  the 
plaintiff's  witnesses. 
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I.  The  plaintiff  was  not  bound  to  file  any  replication;  the  defen- 
dant's aflSdavit  did  not  state  that  he  had  any  witness,  by  whose  testi- 
mony he  could  rebut  the  charge  of  fraud,  whose  testimony  was  not 
within  his  reach,  and  could,  if  time  was  given,  be  obtained. 

II.  If  the  return  on  the  citation  was  not  perfectly  correct,  it  could 
not  be  explained  by  parol  evidence,  even  that  of  the  sheriff  or  his 
deputy;  the  proper  remedy,  in  such  a  case,  was  to  call  on  the  sheriff 
to  amend  his  return  and  make  it  conformable  to  truth. 

III.  As  the  charge  of  fraud  might  have  been  urged  on  the  trial, 
without  having  been  set  forth  in  a  replication,  it  follows  evidence 
was  admissible  to  support  it:  and  the  replication  might  be  read  to 
the  jury,  to  place  before  them  a  charge  which  might  have  been  made 
ore  (enus. 

IV.  The  defendant  could  not  be  permitted  to  demur  to  the  evidence, 
unless  he  admitted  the  truth  of  the  fact,  which  the  plaintiff  endeavored 
by  the  testimony  of  Gordon  to  establish,  viz.  that  the  plaintiff  re- 
ceived nothing  from  the  defendant,  and  consequently,  the  receipt  was 
fraudulently  obtained,  or  was  the  evidence  of  a  fact,  which  did  not 
exist. 

On  the  merits,  the  execution  of  the  note  wels  admitted,  and  a  receipt 
produced  to  establish  the  payment. 

The  case  stood  on  the  question  of  fraud  in  obtaining  this  receipt. 
The  plaintiff  introduced  two  witnesses,  Gordon  and  Farrie. 

The  first  stated  that,  in  a  conversation  between  the  defendant  and 
the  plaintiff's  attorney,  he  heard  the  defendant  say  he  had  paid  no- 
thing for  the  receipt  in  question. 

On  his  cross-examination  this  witness  being  asked  whether  the 
defendant  did  not  say  he  had  paid  no  money,  but  had  given  some 
other  thing  in  consideration,  replied  that  he  had  given  nothing  for  it. 
The  witness,  in  a  conversation  with  the  defendant,  advised  him  not 
to  offer  the  receipt  in  evidence,  if  he  had  given  nothing  for  it,  when 
the  defendant  began  a  conversation  relative  to  some  contract  between 
him  and  the  plaintiff,  but  the  witness  stopped  him,  repeating  the 
advice  he  had  given  him  before.  In  the  course  of  this  conversation 
the  defendant  said  the  receipt  had  been  given  for  the  forfeiture  of 
some  contract. 

Farrie  deposed  that  when  the  cause  was  last  called  for  trial,  the 
defendant,  alluding  to  the  receipt  on  file  annexed  to  one  of  his  bills 
of  exceptions,  the  original  of  which  was  not  then  known  by  his 
counsel  to  be  on  file,  said  he  had  paid  no  money  for  the  receipt,  and 
was  about  stating  what  consideration  he  had  given,  when  he  was 
stopped  by  the  jury. 

We  think  the  district  court  erred  in  refusing  the  new  trial.  We 
are  not  able  to  discover  on  what  evidence  the  fraud  was  found. 

Gordon  deposes  to  the  part  of  the  conversation,  which  the  defen- 
dant and  the  plaintiffs  attorney  had  in  his  hearing;  he  does  not  give 
us  the  whole  of  the  conversation.  It  is  not  very  probable  that  the 
defendant,  who  sought  to  avail  himself  of  the  plaintiff's  receipt,  and 
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who  was  charged  with  having  obtained  it  fraudulently,  would  declare 
to  the  plaintiff's  attorney,  in  the  hearing  of  a  third  person,  that  he 
had  not  given  any  consideration  for  the  receipt,  that  he  had  given 
nothing,  without  endeavoring  to  cover  his  fraud  by  the  allegation  of 
some  ground  on  which  he  might  honestly  avail  himself  of  the  receipt. 
We  find  that  in  two  other  conversations  which  he  had  with  the  same 
witness  and  Farrie,  he  urged  that  although  no  money  had  been  paid, 
yet  there  was  another  consideration  for  his  discharge. 

Indeed  the  very  fact  of  a  receipt  having  been  given  without  any 
thing  being  paid,  would  not  necessarily  constitute  a  fraud.  One  may 
release  a  debt  due  to  him,  by  admitting  that  it  is  paid;  and  if  this 
admission  was  made,  without  any  fraud  in  the  debtor,  he  might 
honestly  avail  himself  of  the  creditor's  generosity. 

Fraud  is  never  presumed,  it  must  be  proved. 

Neither  the  pleadings  nor  the  evidence  enable  us  even  to  guess  at 
the  kind  of  fraud  which  the  defendant  is  charged  with;  it  is  not  urged 
that  the  receipt  is  not  a  genuine  one,  that  it  was  given  in  error,  or 
that  any  deceit  was  practised  by  the  defendant. 

Every  man  must  feel  insecure  and  alarmed,  if,  when  he  has  the 
evidence  of  his  discharge  under  the  creditor's  hand,  on  a  mere  allega- 
tion of  fraud,  parol  testimony  may  be  introduced  of  part  of  a  conver- 
sation of  his,  in  which  a  fact  was  advanced,  which  the  previous  and 
subsequent  parts  of  the  conversation  probably  explained,  and  fraud 
be  hence  gratuitously  inferred. 

It  is  true  the  plaintiff  had  two  verdicts,  but  the  first  was,  while  the 
defendant  was  incapacitated  to  defend  himself,  and  his  opponent  was 
forbidden  to  prosecute  him;  the  second  was  before  the  allegation  of 
fraud  was  made,  and  when  this  receipt  was  not  produced,  the  coun- 
sel being  ignorant  of  the  place  where  it  was.  The  third  is  that  which 
we  are  applied  to,  to  set  aside. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court,  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  the  verdict 
set  aside,' and  the  case  remanded,  with  directions  to  the  judge  to  pro- 
ceed thereon  as  if  it  had  not  been  submitted  to  a  jury ;  and  it  is  ordered 
the  plaintiff  and  appellee  pay  costs  in  this  court. 

MorsCy  for  the  plaintiff. 

CarleloTiy  for  the  defendant. 
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Gould  t).  Bridgers.     III^N.S.  692. 

THIRD  District. 

Plaintiff  claimed  323  dollars,  35  cents,  also  350  dollars.  There 
was  verdict  for  673  dollars  and  75  cents,  and  judgment  for  673  dol- 
lars, 35  cents.  The  court  did  right  to  reduce  the  verdict  40  cents, 
the  amount  claimed. 


Davenport's  Heirs  v.  Fortier  et  ah     III,  N.  S.  695. 

Although  the  time  to  bring  the  action  of  a  roscissioD  a  quanii  mtnortf,  be  elapsed,  the 

vcndje  may  BuccessfuUy  oppose  the  vendor's  suit 
Although  the  action  oiq^uanii  minoris  does  not  lie  on  a  judicial  sale,  on  account  of  a  vice 

or  defect  in  the  thing  sold,  the  vendee  may  avail  himself  of  a  want  of  quantity. 

FIRST  District. 

Mathews  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  is  a  suit  brought  to  recover  the  first  instalment  of  the  price  of 
a  tract  of  land,  sold  at  a  probate  sale  and  purchased  by  one  of  the 
present  parties  defendant,  for  whom  the  other  became  surety.  The 
sum  of  4033  dollars,  13  cents  is  claimed,  and  judgment  being  ren- 
dered for  that  amount  in  the  court  below,  in  favor  of  the  plaintiffs; 
the  defendants  appealed. 

The  case  comes  up  on  a  bill  of  exceptions  to  the  opinion  of  the 
judge  a  qxiOy  by  which  he  rejected  testimony  offered  on  the  part  of  the 
appellants  to  prove  a  deficiency  of  more  than  one-twelfth  part  of  the 
whole  tract  of  land.  And  the  judge's  refusal  to  allow  an  amended 
answer  in  which  the  defendants  offered  to  plead,  that  he  had  sold  and 
conveyed  the  property  to  a  third  person.  This  last  exception  was 
abandoned  by  the  appellants'  counsel.  As  to  the  first  we  are  of 
opinion  that  the  judge  erred.  The  evidence  was  rejected  on  the 
ground  of  limitation  to  actions  for  diminution  of  price  or  cancelling  of 
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contracts  on  the  part  of  Buger.  Civil  Code,  352,  art  46.  Although 
the  right  of  a  purchaser  to  sue  in  such  cases,  be  barred  by  the  lapse 
of  a  year,  he  does  not  lose  his  privilege  to  except  to  the  payment  of 
the  full  price,  (in  an  action  brought  by  the  seller,)  on  the  ground  of  a 
deficiency  in  the  quantity  of  the  immovable  sold.  This  question  has 
already  been  settled  in  the  case  of  Thompson  v.  Millburne,  1  N. 
&,  468. 

But  admitting  that  the  defendants  ought  to  be  allowed  the  benefit  of 
this  exception,  it  is  contended  by  the  counsel  for  the  plaintitfs  that 
the  present  case  is  not  one  to  which  the  provisions  of  the  Code,  in 
relation  to  surplus  or  deficiency  in  land  sold  are  applicable.  Because 
he  says  there  is  no  indication  of  the  extent  of  the  premises  at  the  rate 
of  so  much  per  measure;  in  other  words  it  is  a  asieper  aversionem, 
and  as  in  such  cases,  the  purchaser  would  be  entitled  to  any  surplus 
which  might  exist  in  the  tract,  without  the  payment  of  additional 
price;  so  on  the  other  hand,  the  vendor  ought  not  to  be  compelled  to 
a  reduction  in  the  event  of  deficiency. 

We  believe  that  neither  of  these  propositions  is  true.  In  the  first 
place,  the  extent  of  the  front  and  depth  of  the  land  in  question  were 
fully  indicated  by  acres  and  fractions  in  front,  and  by  ordinary  depth. 
The  courses  of  the  side  lines  were  also  specified;  by  all  which  the 
superficial  quantity  could  easily  be  ascertained;  and  id  cerium  est 
quod  cerium  reddi  potest.  Should  it  be  admitted  that  the  sale  which 
gives  rise  to  the  present  action  was  one  per  aversionemj  it  does  not 
follow,  as  a  consequence,  that  the  converse  of  the  proposition,  which 
allows  a  purchaser  to  retain  the  whole  field,  although  it  exceeds  the 
estimated  quantity,  without  additional  price,  is  true;  that  is,  that  the 
seller  is  not  bound  to  diminish  the  price,  in  proportion  to  the  deficiency 
of  the  thing  sold.  See  Pothiery  Contrat  de  Vente^  chap,  3,  de  la 
quanliti  de  la  chose  vendue. 

Another  objection  is  made  to  the  claim  of  diminution  of  the  price, 
on  the  ground  of  the  sale  being  a  judicial  sale,  in  which  the  action  of 
redhibition  is  not  allowed;  and  in  support  of  this  doctrine,  we  are 
referred  to  the  Civil  Code,  358,  art.  74.  The  action  of  redhibition, 
there  spoken  of,  relates  to  the  defects  and  vices  of  things,  not  to  anv 
deficiency  in  quantity;  therefore,  although  it  has  already  been  decided, 
that  sales  made  by  order  of  a  court  of  probates,  at  the  instance,  and 
for  the  benefit  of  the  heirs  of  a  succession,  are  of  the  nature  of  judi- 
cial sales;  still,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  the  law  has  not  any  applica- 
tion to  deficiencies  of  quantity  in  an  immovable,  sold  by  a  court  of 
probates.  Although  the  defendants  in  their  answer  claim  a  rescission 
of  the  sale,  that  ought  not  to  deprive  them  of  the  benefit  of  their 
exception  quanti  minoris. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  avoided,  reversed  and  annulled,  and  that  the 
cause  be  remanded  to  said  court,  to  be  tried  de  novo^  with  instructions 
to  admit  all  legal  evidence,  to  show  the  deficiency  alleged  in  the 
answer  of  the  land  sold,  and  that  the  appellees  pay  costs  of  this 
appeal. 
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Turcas  v.  Rogers.      Ill,  N.  S.  699. 

The  endorsee  of  a  note,  afler  its  matarity,  mast  aHow  any  equitable  defence  to  the  maker. 

FIRST  District. 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  is  a  suit  brought  by  the  holder  of  a  promissory  note  against 
the  maker,  which  was  transferred  by  endorsement  to  the  plaintiff, 
after  it  became  due.  The  defendant  in  his  answer  pleads  a  want  of 
consideration  for  the  promise,  and  states  that  the  note  was  given 
solely  to  accommodate  the  payor  Segnro,  by  raising  money  on  it,  and 
that  it  remained  in  his  hands  after  a  final  settlement  of  all  accounts 
between  them,  and  was  improperly  transferred.  On  these  pleadings 
and  the  evidence  adduced  in  the  case,  judgment  was  rendered  in  the 
court  below  in  favor  of  the  defendant,  from  which  the  plaintiff  ap- 
pealed, and  which  was  reversed  in  the  appellate  court,  and  the  case 
remanded  for  a  new  trial,  and  judgment.  On  the  second  trial  being 
pronounced  for  the  defendant,  the  plaintiff  again  appeals. 

It  is  true,  that  the  evidence  of  the  case,  as  it  was  received  in  the 
district  court,  makes  out  a  defence  somewhat  different  from  that  relied 
on  in  the  answer;  but  if  properly  received,  it  ought  nevertheless  to 
shelter  the  appellee  from  the  payment  of  money  which  he  did  not 
owe  at  the  commencement  of  the  action.  The  introduction  of  the 
testimony  was  in  no  instance  opposed  as  not  corresponding  with  the 
allegata.  A  bill  of  exceptions  was  taken  on  the  first  trial  of  the 
cause  to  the  admissibility  of  Seguro,  the  endorser,  as  a  witness;  the 
ground  of  incompetency  is  not  stated  in  the  bill,  and  on  the  former 
trial  of  the  cause  before  this  court,  the  plaintiff's  counsel  abandoned 
the  exception,  and  claimed  the  benefit  of  the  testimony  given  by  the 
witness.  On  the  second  trial  in  the  district  court,  he  excepted  to 
certain  portions  of  that  testimony,  as  inadmissible  on  account  of  the 
situation  of  the  witness,  being  endorser  on  the  note. 

The  part  of  the  evidence  now  objected  to  is  that  which  has  a 
tendency  to  destroy  the  effect  of  the  note  transferred,  in  the  hands  of 
the  present  holder,  by  proving  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was 
assigned,  as  accompanied  by  a  collateral  security  consisting  in  a  note 
of  Samuel  C.  Young,  with  John  Gravier,  endorser,  payable  to  the 
present  appellee,  and  which  Seguro  had  received  from  him  and  de- 
livered to  the  appellant  in  the  same  manner  and  for  the  same  pur- 
pose, for  which  he  had  received,  that  is,  a  collateral  security  for  the 
payment  of  the  note  now  sued  on.  The  note,  being  transferred  after 
it  became  due,  is  subject  to  the  same  equity  in  the  hands  of  the  as- 
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signee,  that  it  would  have  been  in  those  of  the  assignor.  See  Chitty, 
165.  And  if  the  latter  be  competent  to  prove  any  thing  relative  to 
the  vaUdity  of  the  note,  and  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was 
assigned,  he  ought  to  be  permitted  to  tell  the  whole  truth,  by  giving 
a  fair  disclosure  of  the  contract  between  him  and  his  assignee.  If 
credit  be  given  to  Seguro's  testimony,  the  note  in  question  was  good 
and  valid  in  the  possession  of  the  present  holder,  who  as  well  as  the 
transferor  might  have  enforced  payment  previous  to  the  recovery  or 
receipt  of  the  money  secured  by  the  laote  of  Young  and  Gravier; 
when  that  was  paid  to  the  holder,  who  is  also  possessor  of  the  de- 
fendant's own  note,  a  discharge  of  the  latter  was  immediately  effected 
by  compensation ;  for,  having  received  it  to  collect  for  the  benefit  of 
the  appellee,  so  soon  as  he  obtained  the  money  on  it  the  appellant 
became  his  debtor  for  that  amount. 

The  testimony  of  Young,  who  was  called  as  a  witness  on  the  last 
trial  in  the  court  below,  strengthens  that  of  Seguro;  for  he  proves  the 
payment  to  the  plaintiff  of  the  full  amount  of  the  note,  which  the 
latter  testifies  to  have  been  delivered  to  Turcas,  as  a  collateral  security. 

According  to  this  reasoning  in  the  cause,  it  is  readily  perceived 
that  we  have  examined  it  more  in  relation  to  the  proof  adduced  than 
to  the  allegations  of  the  answer,  and  this  mode  of  investigation  is 
tolerated  by  the  law  of  the  Nnvisima  Recopilacioriy  so  often  referred 
to  in  judgments  rendered  by  the  appellate  court. 

Whether  the  note  now  sued  on  be  considered,  as  given  originally 
to  accommodate  the  payee,  or  as  evidence  of  a  debt  really  owing  to 
him  from  the  appellee,  the  view  which  we  have  taken  of  the  case, 
shows  that  it  has  been  compensated  and  paid  with  the  funds  of  the 
latter,  whilst  in  the  hands  of  the  appellant,  and  directly  to  him.  The 
authorities,  cited  by  the  counsel  for  the  plaintiff,  are,  therefore,  not 
applicable  to  the  present  case. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
ofthe  district  court  be  aflSrmed,  with  costs. 

Dumoulin,  for  the  plaintiff. 

Prestouy  for  the  defendant. 


Vol.  III.— 1« 
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Williams  v.  Raby.     HI,  N.  S.  703. 

THIRD  District. 

If  the  defendant  deceitfully  obtain  possession  of  a  slave  of  the 
plaintiff,  and  afterwards  has  an  execution  levied  on  him,  and  pur- 
chases him,  the  only  measure  of  damages  is  the  hire  till  the  seizure. 


Despau  et  al.  v.  Swindler.     Ill,  N.  S.  705. 

THIRD  District. 

The  courts  of  this  state  must  recognise  the  capacity  of  the  magis- 
trates of  the  different  parishes,  appointed  by  the  governor  with  the 
approbation  of  the  senate.  Their  certificate  will  not  be  rejected, 
because  not  dated  in  the  parish  of  their  function;  this  fact  will  gene- 
rally be  presumed. 


Lafon's  Heirs  v.  His  Executors.     HI,  N.  S.  707. 

COURT  of  Probates  of  New  Orleans. 

The  court  of  probates  ought  not  to  order  the  balance  in  the  execu- 
tion to  be  paid  into  court,  to  be  by  it  applied  to  the  payment  of  the 
debts  and  legacies. 

The  executor  cannot  pay  any  debt,  without  the  order  of  the  court, 
especially  one  against  which  the  plea  of  prescription  lies. 
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A  parol  admission  of  the  debt,  does  not  enable  workmen  and 
domestics  to  repel  the  plea  of  prescription. 

The  Court  say: — ^We  are  ignorant  of  the  right  of  the  court  to 
detain  a  defendant  in  jail,  because  he  is  unwilling  or  unable  to  dis- 
charge its  judgment,  and  at  the  same  time  send  process  against  his 
property. 
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EASTERN  DISTRICT,  JUNE  TERM,  1825. 

CONTINUED. 


Chartres  v.  Caimes  et  al    IV,  N.  S.  1. 

FIRST  District. 

This  case  related  to  an  assignment  made  by  the  principal  defendant 
to  persons,  in  trust,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  for  the  purpose  of  pay- 
ing certain  creditors  designated  by  the  deed  and  for  his  own  support, 
imtil  he  should  be  discharged  in  pursuance  of  some  insolvent  or 
bankrupt  system.  An  attachment  being  laid  in  New  Orleans  on 
certain  funds  in  the  hands  of  a  garnishee,  the  latter  pleaded  that  he 
had  had  notice  of  the  assignment  previous  to  the  laying  of  this 
attachment,  and  had  agreed  to  hold  the  funds  for  the  assignees.  The 
court  below  dismissed  the  attachment,  and  plaintiff  appealed. 

The  correctness  of  this  judgment  depends  on  the  validity  of  the 
deed  of  trust,  and  this  or  the  law  of  New  York  as  being  the  lex  loci 
coniractfis.  To  ascertain  the  law  of  New  York,  the  court  were 
referred  to  the  decisions  of  the  supreme  court  of  New  York,  the 
court  of  errors,  and  to  the  decisions  of  the  court  of  chancery  reported 
by  Johnson. 

The  Court  say  of  these  decisions: — They  have  been  attentively 
examined  by  us;  and  it  is  believed,  that  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  is  supported  by  them.  In  opposition  to  these  decisions,  a  decree 
is  furnished,  lately  made  by  a  court  of  chancery  in  that  state,  by  which 
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the  same  deed  of  trust  now  under  consideration,  is  declared  null  and 
void,  by  reason  of  the  reservation  or  provision  contained  therein  for 
the  benefit  of  the  grantor  or  assignor.  This  decision  is  most  clearly 
correct,  according  to  the  laws  of  tfiis  state,  on  the  subject  of  insolven- 
cies; but  it  seems  to  be  contrary  to  the  principles,  recognised  as  pre- 
vailing in  the  state  of  New  York,  by  the  judgments  of  the  supreme 
court,  and  court  for  the  correction  of  errors,  in  the  cases  cited.  Being 
a  court  of  inferior  jurisdiction,  we  cannot  admit  its  decree  has  such 
force  as  to  overturn  those  principles  which  seem  to  be  established  by 
the  tribunal  of  highest  authority.  See  Johnson's  Rep.  vol.  20,  and 
the  cases  there  referred  to,  p.  447;  particularly,  vol.  15,  of  that  Re- 
porter, p.  571. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  inferior  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Livermorej  for  the  plaintiff. 

Smith  and  AP  Caleb y  for  the  defendants. 


Lewis  V.  Peytavin,     IV,  N.  S.  4. 

Tbid  record  of  a  slaye*8  conviction  of  theft,  cannot  be  read  in  a  soit  between  other 
parties. 

If  1  note  soed  upon,  as  lost,  is  admitted  by  the  defendtnt  to  have  existed  and  not  pre- 
tended to  have  been  paid,  presumptive  evidence  of  its  loss  will  suffice. 

But  the  plaintiff  will  be  made  to  give  security  for  the  defendants  indemnification. 

SECOND  District. 

Mabtin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  is  an  action  on  a  note  of  the  defendant,  which  is  alleged  to  be 
lost,  (10  Martin^  36,)  the  plaintiff  having  been  robbed  of  it.  The 
defendant  pleaded  the  general  issue;  there  was  judgment  against  him, 
and  the  defendant  appealed. 

At  the  trial,  the  district  judge,  notwithstanding  the  opposition  of 
the  defendant,  received  in  evidence,  the  record  of  the  conviction  of  a 
slave  charged  with  robbing  the  plaintiff;  a  bill  of  exceptions  was 
taken. 

The  counsel  of  the  defendant  relies  strongly  on  the  case  of  Steele 
V.  Caseaux,  8  Martin^  318,  m  which  we  held  that  the  conviction  of 
a  slave  cannot  be  read,  in  the  action  against  his  owner.    That  case 
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yras  much  stronger  tlian  the  present,  because  owners  of  slaves  are 
cited  on  the  trial,  and  have  the  opportunity  of  defending  them. 

Our  learned  brother,  in  the  district  court,  was  of  opinion  that  <^  the 
record  of  the  slave's  conviction  was  good  evidence  to  prove  that  a 
robbery  took  place  on  the  plaintiff,  and  to  prove  that  act  alone,  the 
court  received  it/' 

The  counsel  for  the  appellee  has  urged,  that  in  the  case  cited  out  of 
Martin^  the  record  was  introduced  to  prove  the  very  point,  on  which 
the  plaintiff  predicated  his  right  to  recover,  viz.,  that  the  defendant's 
riave  had  done  him  an  injury,  for  which  he,  the  defendaut,  was  liable; 
whilst  in  the  present,  the  record  is  offered  not  to  prove  the  original 
transaction  on  which  the  note  was  given,  nor  even  the  existence  of 
the  note  or  its  contents,  but  solely  the  collateral  facts  of  its  loss. 

The  answer  of  all  this  is  that  all  facts  must  be  proved  by  legiyl 
evidence,  that  the  record  of  a  conviction,  to  which  the  person,. against 
whom  it  is  offered,  was  not  a  party,  is,  as  to  him  res  inter  atios  acta. 
It  is  said  the  conviction  may  have  been  had  on  the  evidence  of  the 
party,  who  offers  the  record  in  evidence.  Slaves  may  have  testified 
to  the  facts,  and  their  evidence,  which  is  of  no  avail  against  white 
persons,  might  thus  have  indirectly  that  effect,  which  the  law  denies 
it.  If  these  were  the  only  difficulties,  a  court  might  see  by  a  perusal 
of  the  record,  whether  it  was  objectionable  on  either  of  these  grounds. 
The  true  reason  is  that  the  party  against  whom  it  is  offered  might 
perhaps  have  made  a  legal  objection  to  some  of  the  witnesses  sworn; 
might  have  cross-examined  them  and  given  quite  a  different  coloring 
to  their  testimony,  or  might  have  rebutted  it. 
On  this  ground,  we  think  the  record  ought  not  to  have  been  read. 
Objection  was  also  taken  to  the  reading  of  the  deposition  of  Kil- 
liam,  on  the  ground  that  the  witness  derived  all  bis  knowledge  of  the 
facts  he  related,  from  the  plaintiff;  but  the  judge  states  he  considered 
it  good  evidence  to  prove  that,  on  or  about  the  20th  of  June,  1830^ 
the  plaintiff  had  the  defendant's  note  in  his  possession,  and  thai  it 
was  not  endorsed.  These  cipcumstanoes,  the  deposition  shqws  the 
witness  declares,  not  from  what  he  heard  the  plaintiff  say,  but  from 
what  he  saw. 

The  plea  of  the  general  issue,  that  is  to  say,  the  denial  that  the  de- 
fendant did  make  the  note,  the  pajrment  of  which  is  demanded  of  him, 
is  disproved  by  the  written  evidence  afiorded  by  him,  and  which  it 
appears  he  permitted  to  be  read,  without  opposition. 

He  certifies,  imder  his  own  hand,  that  the  plaintiff  declared  to  liim, 
that  he  had  been  robbed  of  the  note,  given  lum  by  the  defeoduut^  oa 
U&e  15th  of  June,  for  720  dollars,  payable  at  sixty  days,  and  fore- 
warned him  not  to  pay  it,  unless  it  was  brought  with  the  pbunliff  's 
oodorseiDetit.    This  certificate  bears  date  of  the  27th  of  Iuoa. 

Eilliam,  whose  testimony  was  objected  to  on  the  ground  that  his 
knowledge  of  the  facts  related,  was  entirely  derived  from  the  {daintiff, 
deposes  that  towards  the  middle  of  June,  he  saw  in  the  possession  of 
tfie  plaintiff,  m  Baton  Rouge,  a  note  or  a  paper,  in  the  French  ian- 
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gnage,  purporting  to  be  a  note  of  the  defendant,  for  720  dollars;  that 
he  heard  it  read  in  English,  by  a  person  conversant  in  both  languages; 
that  it  was  not  then  endorsed. 

An  advertisement,  put  by  the  plaintiflF,  in  the  Baton  Rouge  Gazette, 
on  the  28th  of  June,  1820,  announcing  he  had  been  robbed  of  the 
note,  and  offering  a  reward,  was  read  without  opposition. 

Two  witnesses  Landry  and  Richard,  deposed  to  the  contract  for  a 
certain  number  of  cattle,  which  the  defendant  paid  for  by  his  note  to 
the  plaintiff  for  720  dollars;  and  60  dollars  in  cash. 

All  this  testimony  has  been  admitted  without  any  opposition,  on 
the  part  of  the  defendant.  Perhaps  no  part  of  it  could  have  been 
successfully  tendered,  if  the  defendant's  counsel  had  insisted  on  the 
legal  proof  of  the  robbery;  but  this  evidence  so  received  is  legal  evi- 
dence, by  the  permission  of  the  defendant. 

It  is  incontestibly  proved  that  the  plea  of  the  general  issue  is  abso- 
lutely false.  We  must  then  conclude  that  the  defendant  gave  the 
plaintiff  his  note,  and  that  it  is  now  due.  He  does  not  pretend  that 
he  had  paid  it,  or  any  part  of  it. 

Why  then  does  he  resist  the  claim?  Because  he  is  afraid  the  note 
may  be  produced  and  he  compelled  to  pay  it.  It  is  sworn  it  was  not 
endorsed,  a  short  time  before  (according  to  the  plaintiff's  declaration, 
certified  by  the  defendant  and  read  with  his  consent)  the  plaintiff 
was  robbed  of  it  But  the  plaintiff  may  recover,  endorse  and  put  it 
in  circulation.  No  call^has  yet  been  made  on  the  defendant,  although 
five  years  have  elapsed  since  proclamation  of  the  robbery  was  made, 
and  a  holder  who  acquired  it,  after  its  maturity,  would  hold  it  liable 
to  every  equitable  plea  that  might  be  opposed  to  the  payee. 

Still  it  is  just  the  plaintiff  should  yield  every  possible  means  of  in- 
demnification to  the  defendant,  against  every  possible  chance.  This 
the  judge  a  quo  decreed  to  him,  by  ordering  the  plaintiff  to  give 
bond  with  surety.  The  district  court  directed  this  to  be  done;  but  the 
defendant's  counsel  contends  that  the  district  court  erred,  in  du*ecting 
the  bond  to  be  given  to  the  clerk,  whilst  it  ought  to  be  to  the  defen- 
dant. The  bond  is  ordered  to  be  delivered  to  the  hands  of  the  clerk, 
and  this  does  not  imply  that  it  shall  be  payable  to  the  derk,  bul  to 
the  defendant,  for  whose  benefit  it  is  to  be  given. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
Gf  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  coats. 

Watls  and  Lobdelly  for  the  plaintiff. 

AbireaUf  for  the  defendant. 
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Johnson  et  al,  v.  Inerarity  et  al.    IV,  N.  S.  10. 

FIRST  District. 

This  was  a  very  important  case,  turning,  however,  wholly  on  facts: 
the  plaintiffs  failed  to  make  out  their  case,  and  there  was  judgment 
below  dismissing  the  petition,  which  judgment  was  now  affirmed. 


Villere  v.  Armstrong  et  al     IV,  N-  S.  21. 

The  tesUmoDy  of  the  subscribing  witnesses  cannot  be  insisted  on  if  he  be  out  of  the 

state. 
The  parbh  judge,  who  received  the  sheriff's  bond  is  a  good  witness  to  prove  its  contents 

in  case  of  loss. 
The  party  who  excepts,  is  bound  that  the  bill  contain  sufficient  matter  to  enable  the 

supreme  court  to  test  the  opinion  of  the  judge  a  quo, 

SECOND  District. 

PoKTEK,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

Judgment  was  rendered,  on  motion  of  the  attorney  of  the  second 
district,  against  the  two  last  named  defendants,  on  a  bond  executed 
by  Armstrong,  as  sheriff  of  Assumption,  with  Watkins  and  CandoUe, 
his  sureties.  They  have  appealed,  and  in  addition  to  the  questions 
presented  by  the  bills  of  exceptions,  have  mawie  the  following  points. 

1.  The  bond  is  void  under  the  statute  set  forth  in  defendants' 
answer. 

2.  The  sheriff  was  never  qualified  according  to  law  to  collect  taxes 
and  the  sureties  are  not  bound. 

The  first  bill  of  exceptions  is  taken  to  an  opinion  of  the  judge, 
admitting  a  witness  to  give  evidence  in  relation  to  the  loss  of  the  ori- 
ginal bond.  The  ground,  stated  in  the  bill  for  this  objection,  is,  that 
in  the  written  notice  furnished  by  the  attorney  for  the  state,  of  his 
intention  to  move  for  judgment  against  the  defendants,  no  mention  is 
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made  of  the  bond  being  lost.    To  this  a  most  satisfactory  answer 
was  given  by  the  testimony,  namely,  that  the  loss  had  taken  place 
after  the  notice  was  filed,  9  Wheaton,  581. 

The  second  contains  the  same  objection  as  t!ie  first,  with  the  addi- 
tional reason,  that  the  witness  could  not  testify  to  the  contents  of  the 
bond;  that  the  subscribing  witness  to  it  should  be  produced.  Other 
testimony  shows  tlie  subscribing  witness  to  have  left  the  state;  the 
secondary  evidence  was,  therefore,  correctly  received. 

The  third  exception  was  m?ide  to  the  court  permitting  the  parish 
judge  to  give  evidence  of  the  loss  of  the  bond,  because  it  was  his 
duty  not  to  sufier  the  sherijQf  to  act  without  giving  bond  and  security, 
md,  he  was  liable  to  a  penaUy  if  he  neglected  this  duty.  We  see  no 
ground  for  this  objection.  The  parish  judge  was  certainly  a  good 
witness  to  prove  the  loss,  because  the  terms  of  the  exception  admit 
there  is  higher  evidence  behind;  namely,  the  bond  itself.  Now,  if 
this  be  true  the  objection  has  no  force;  if  it  is  not,  then  the  parish 
judge  was  totally  free  from  the  imputation  of  not  having  taken  the 
bond;  and  consequently,  stood  disinterested  as  to  the  fact  of  its  loss. 

But  it  appears  the  judge  was  also  examined,  to  prove  the  execu* 
tion  of  the  instrument,  by  the  sheriff  and  his  sureties,  and  we  are  not 
80  clear,  that  he  was  a  legal  witness  for  that  purpose,  but  we  deem  it 
unnecessary  to  decide  the  question,  as  we  are  of  opinion  there  is  suf- 
ficient proof  on  the  record,  (exhibited  by  the  answer  of  the  defendants, 
and  the  testimony  of  witnesses  to  whom  no  legal  objection  can  be 
made,)  the  bond  was  executed  as  the  plaintiff  alleges. 

The  fourth  does  not  contain  evidence  to  give  us  a  sufficient  under- 
standing of  it.  If  the  written  evidence,  to  contradict  Hubbard,  was 
matter  of  record,  over  which  the  court  had  no  control,  it  should  have 
been  received,  and  the  reason  given  by  the  judge  was  a  bad  one, 
namely,  that  the  apparent  contradiction  in  the  witness's  evidence,  in 
the  present  case,  and  that  which  he  swore  in  the  suit  of  Martin  v. 
Candolle,  arose  from  a  mistake  made  by  the  court  in  taking  down  his 
testimony  in  the  latter  case.  If,  on  the  contrary,  that  testimony  was 
in  a  trial  had  in  the  same  term,  over  which  the  judge  had  control  by 
correcting  any  error,  which  might  have  crept  into  a  statement  drawn 
up  by  himself,  then  it  was  properly  refused.  It  was  the  duty  of  the 
party  excepting  to  have  brought  up  sufficient  evidence  to  explain  this, 
and  for  want  of  it,  we  cannot  say  the  court  below  erred. 

The  fifth  bill  of  exceptions  is  taken  to  a  refusal  of  the  court  to  direct 
a  subpoena  duces  tecum  to  the  parish  judge  to  bring  into  court  a 
bond,  which  that  judge  had  previously  testified  was  lost.  There  was 
no  error  in  this  opinion,  and  the  exception  to  it  appears  to  us  most 
unadvisedly  taken. 

We  have  already  said  the  facts  on  which  the  state  relies  for  judg- 
ment are  satisfactorily  proved,  and  the  law  arising  on  them  requires 
us  to  give  judgment  against  the  defendants.  They  have  reproduced 
again,  and  argued  elaborately,  an  objection  firequently  made  in  this 
court;  that  bpndsj  required  by  statute  are  not  binding  on  the  obligors, 
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unless  the  form  and  rules  prescribed  by  the  act  under  which  they  are 
taken  have  been  pursued.  Our  opinion  heretofore  on  such  questions 
has  uniformly  been  adverse  to  such  a  defence;  and  we  have  heard 
nothing  in  the  present  case  to  induce  us  to  change  that  opinion.  In- 
deed no  reasoning  on  general  principles  could  authorise  us  to  do  so, 
as  by  a  statutory  law  of  Spain,  unrepealed  as  yet  by  our  legislature, 
and  of  course  still  in  force,  it  is  expressly  declared,  "  that  in  whatever 
manner  a  person  shall  appear  to  have  deemed  it  proper  to  bind  him- 
self to  another,  he  shall  remain  bound.''  Novisima  Recop.  10;  1, 
0;  3  Mar  tiny  569;  5  Ibidy  194;  2  N.  S.  672;  5  Mass.  Rep.  814;  9 
Cranch,  28. 

But  it  is  agreed  Armstrong,  the  sheriff,  did  not  pay  up  the  taxes 
he  had  collected  the  preceding  year,  and  therefore  he  should  not  have 
been  permitted  to  renew  his  bond  the  second.  This  objection  could 
not  be  received  from  him,  and  is  consequently  not  good  for  his  sure- 
ties, as  they  can  have  no  defence,  to  the  validity  of  the  contract, 
which  he  had  not. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Dumouliny  for  the  plaintiff. 

Uipleyy  for  the  defendants. 


Sacerdotte  v.  Matossy.     IV,  N.  S.  26. 

No  person  has  such  an  interest  in  the  renewal  of  a  license  to  keep  a  gambling  house  as 
may  be  the  object  of  a  contract. 

FIRST  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  petitioner  states  he  purchased  from  the  defendant  the  unex- 
pired time  of  a  license,  which  he  had  to  keep  a  gambling  house,  and 
also  his  right  of  preference  to  have  the  license  renewed. 

That  by  the  terms  of  the  contract  the  defendant  was  to  have  the 
benefit  of  the  license  up  to  the  period  it  expired,  but  that  on  that  day, 
instead  of  permitting  the  petitioner  to  get  it  renewed  in  his  name,  the 
defendant,  in  violation  of  their  contract,  obtained  the  license  in  bis 
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own,  by  reason  of  which  the  plaintiff  has  been  put  to  much  expense 
and  sustained  great  loss. 

The  answer  denied  the  petition  set  forth  any  cause  of  action,  and 
incase  it  did,  it  put  at  issue  all  the  allegations  contained  in  it. 

The  judge  refused  to  hear  any  evidence  in  support  of  the  petition, 
and  directed  it  to  be  dismissed  with  costs.    The  plaintiff  appealed. 

We  think  the  judge  did  not  err.  The  legislature  of  this  state  has 
thought  proper  to  tax,  for  charitable  purposes,  establishments  of  this 
kind,  and  whatever  difference  of  opinion  may  exist  as  to  the  policy 
of  such  a  law,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  courts  to  give  it  effect,  and  enforce 
its  provisions,  as  they  would  any  other.  By  the  9th  section  of  the 
act  authorising  the  licensing  houses  of  the  description  spoken  of,  it  is 
provided, "  that  the  licenses  contemplated  by  this  act  shall  be  given 
by  the  treasurer  of  the  state,  and  shall  be  for  the  term  of  one  year, 
from  the  time  of  granting  the  same."  No  person  has  an  interest  in 
the  renewal  of  these  licenses,  which  can  form  the  subject  matter  of  a 
contract;  no  more  than  any  other  officer  of  the  state  would  have  to 
sell  his  right,  to  be  re-appointed  to  an  office  which,  by  law,  had  a 
limited  duration.  The  act,  by  fixing  one  year  as  the  duration  of 
these  licenses,  contemplated  not  only  the  collection  of  an  annual 
revenue,  but  the  exercise  of  a  salutary  check  on  persons,  whose  oc- 
cupation is  liable  to  be  so  much  abused.  No  man,  then,  can  have  a 
right  to  obtain  a  license,  unless  we  should  imagine  a  right  founded  on 
the  treasurer  of  the  state  violating  his  duty,  by  making  engagements 
to  prevent  the  exercise  of  that  discretion,  which  the  law,  for  wise 
purposes,  has  conferred  on  him.  In  point  of  fact,  we  do  not  believe 
that  officer  made  any  such  bargain,  and  if  he  did,  the  plaintiff's  case 
would  not  be  mended  by  it.     £x  tvrpi  causa  non  oritur  actio. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Seghers,  for  the  plaintiff. 

CanongCy  for  the  defendant. 
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Moulon  V.  His  Creditors.     IV,  N.  S.  29. 

The  endorser  of  an  imolrent,  who  is  also  a  debtor  of  his,  has  only  a  right  to  be  phced 
on  the  bilan  for  the  balance. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  conrt. 

In  this  case  Juroonville,  the  appellant,  opposes  the  homologation 
of  a  tableau  of  distribution  of  the  insolvent's  estate,  on  the  ground  of 
not  being  placed  thereon,  to  the  full  amount  of  his  claim,  as  one  of 
the  creditors.  , 

The  facts  of  the  case  appear  to  be  these: 

The  appellant  became  a  creditor  of  the  insolvent  to  the  amount  of 
about  24,000  dollars,  in  consequence  of  endorsing  the  notes  of  the 
latter,  which  the  endorser  was  compelled  to  pay  on  the  failure  of  the 
maker.  During  the  time  of  his  responsibility,  as  endorser,  he  owed 
to  the  insolvent  6000  dollars,  which  he  alleges,  he  retained  in  his 
possession,  as  a  security  or  pledge  against  his  liability  on  the  endorse- 
ments. 

His  counsel  insists,  that  he  has  not  only  a  right  to  withhold  that 

^amount  from  the  estate  of  the  insolvent  in  compensation  of  his  claim 

against  said  estate;  but  also  to  recover  a  dividend  from  the  remainder, 

Eroportioned  by  the  full  amount  of  his  demand  of  24,000  dollars; 
ecause  it  is  shown  that  the  syndics  will  not  have  funds  of  the  bank- 
rupt to  pay  more  than  about  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  whole  amount  of 
debts. 

In  support  of  this  doctrine,  the  appellant  is  declared  to  be  privi- 
leged, on  the  pledge,  which  he  has  a  right  to  retam  until  the  whole  of 
his  claim  be  paid.  To  establish  the  truth  of  this  proposition,  we  are 
referred  to  the  principles  which  prevail  in  the  commercial  law  of  the 
United  States,  as  recognised  in  the  different  states  of  the  Union.  The 
principal  authority  cited  is  Chitty  on  Bills  of  Exchange,  wherein  at 
page  56,  in  the  notes,  references  are  found  to  the  adjudged  cases  on 
which  the  author  founds  his  dicta.  These  do  authorise  a  person  who 
has  accepted  bills  for  the  accommodation  of  another,  to  retain  the 
funds  of  the  latter,  or  withhold  debts  due  to  him,  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances, as  an  indemnity  against  his  liability,  as  acceptor.  The 
same  rule  ought  to  govern  in  case  of  endorsement  to  accommodate 
a  maker  of  a  promissory  note.  But,  it  does  not  follow,  as  a  necessary 
consequence,  that  in  the  event  of  the  bankruptcy  of  persons  thus 
accommodated,  acceptors  and  endorsers  should  be  at  liberty  to  hold 
the  funds  in  their  possession  or  withhold  payment  of  sums  due  to  the 
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imnkrupt,  in  compenaation  of  their  claims  against  bim,  and  still  reeeire 
a  dividond  of  his  estate  in  proportion  to  the  full  aa>ount  6i  such 
claims. 

Sileh  a  conclusiod  is  evideniiy  absuird^  for  it  would  be  (o  make  the 
efleet  greater  than  the  cause.  Let  ns  analyse  the  present  case.  The 
ilssolveni  owes  to  the  appeUani  24^000  dollars;  the  latter  owes  to  the 
fiMrmer  6000  dollar's;  this  last  sum  is  only  capable  of  effecting  a  pay- 
ment of  the  first,  pro  iantOy  in  the  ordinary  course  of  trading,  but  if 
the  doctrine  ebntended  for^  by  the  counsel  for  the  appellant  be  adopt- 
ed, it  will  effect  a  much  larger  payment;  for,  by  compensating  the 
6000  dollars,  due  from  th^  appellant  to  the  bankropt,  the  debt  due  to 
ihe  former  will  be  only  18^000  dollars;  of  this,  it  is  agreed,  thdt  the 
estate  of  the  insolvent  will  pay  only  9000  dollars;  but,  if  the  creditor 
be  placed  on  the  bilan  finr  the  entire  amount  of  24,000  dollars;  then 
these  6000  dollars  will  hare  paid  9000  dollars,  which  is  absoid. 

In  this  view  of  the  case,  we  have  conndered  that  the  right  to  retain 
a  pledge,  can  have  no  more  extensive  effect  given  to  it^  than  the  pri- 
T^ge  to  compensate  its  value  against  claims  bf  the  pledgee;  The 
prinlege,  allowed  by  the  jut^ment  of  the  court  below  to  the  appel- 
lant, to  benefit  by  compensation  to  the  whole  amount  of  the  debt  he 
ewes  the  estate,  is  as  great  its  can  be  authorised  by  ^und  principles 
of  law,  equity  and  justice. 

It  is,  therefore,  ord^ed,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  jiiidgment 
of  die  parish  dourt  be  dffiriiied,  with  costs  to  be  paid  by  the  apjp^llaht, 
in  Ihs  individml  capacity. 

MoreaUf  fofi  the  plaintiff. 

Denim,  fm  the  defendant. 


Dennis  v.  Duraford.     IV,  N,  S.  32. 

An  inhabitant  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  cannot  be  sued  in  the  court  of  probates  of 
East  Baton  Rouge,  on  the  ground  that  he  was  executor  to  a  deceased  person,  whose 
mortuaria  was  under  the  Spanish  goYemment,  depending  before  the  commandant  of 
Baton  Rouge. 

THIRD  District. 

Mabtin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 
The  defendant,  while  the  province  of  Louisiana  was  under  the 
Vol..  III.— 19 
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government  of  Spain,  was  appointed  executor  to  the  last  will  of 
Pousset,  whose  mortuariay  or  proceedings  in  regard  to  his  estate, 
were  carried  on  before  the  Spanish  Commandant  at  Baton  Rouge. 

Lately,  the  court  of  the  parish  of  East  Baton  Rouge  appointed  the 
plaintiff  as  the  attorney  of  the  absent  heirs  of  Pouset,  and  the  defen- 
dant, a  resident  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  was  cited  by  the  said 
attorney,  before  the  said  court  of  probates,  to  render  an  account  of 
his  executorship. 

The  defendant  pleaded  commorancy  in  another  parish,  viz.  that  of 
Orleans.  There  was  a  judgment  against  him,  in  the  court  of  probates, 
which  was  reversed  in  the  district  court.    The  plaintiff  appealed. 

It  does  not  appear  to  us  that  the  district  court  erred.  On  the  or- 
ganisation of  a  judiciary  power,  in  this  country,  after  the  United 
States  took  possession  of  it,  none  of  the  courts  that  were  established 
was  a  continuation  of  any  Spanish  tribunal.  Accordingly,  all  suits 
then  pending  were  begun  de  novo  in  the  American  tribunals,  accord- 
ing to  the  court  law,  without  any  regard  to  the  former  tribunals. 

A  creditor,  who  had  sued  his  debtor  before  the  governor,  intendant, 
or  any  magistrate,  began  ab  ovoy  in  the  court  pointed  out  by  the  new 
law. 

According  to  this,  the  defendant  must  be  sued  in  the  parish  of  his 
residence;  this  is  the  general  principle;  it  has  a  few  exceptions,  but 
the  plaintiff  has  not  shown  that  this  case  is  within  any  of  thenu  The 
tribunal  of  the  commandant  of  the  district  of  Baton  Rouge,  before 
which  Pousset's  mortuaria  was  opened,  has  no  longer  a  legal  exist- 
ence, and  the  circumstance,  if  it  exist,  of  its  records  being  deposited 
with  the  parish  judge  of  the  parish  of  Elast  Baton  Rouge,  does  not 
authorise  its  court  of  probates  to  act  on  suits  commenced  in  the 
Spanish  tribunal. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Dennis^  for  the  plaintiff. 

Hennen,  for  the  defendant. 
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Shelmerdine  v.  Duffy.     IV,  N.  §.  34. 

The  obligation  resulting^  from  an  endorsement,  is  a  legal  consequence,  and  if  it  render 
the  endorser  necessarily  liable  to  paj,  the  law  must  determine  in  what  capacity,  and 
to  whom. 

FIRST  District 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  case  was  tried  in  the  district  court  on  pleas  which  the  parties 
denominate  a  demurrer  and  joinder  therein,  as  taken  from  the  ordi- 
nary mode  of  pleading,  according  to  the  rules  of  practice,  under  the 
common  law  of  England.  In  conformity  to  the  laws  and  principles, 
established  by  the  laws  which  regulate  the  practice  of  courts,  under 
our  system  of  jurisprudence,  it  is  an  answer  to  the  plaintiflPs  petition, 
by  which  the  defendant  admits  all  the  facts,  alleged  by  the  former, 
but  denies  their  legal  consequence,  as  claimed  by  him.  By  this  man- 
ner of  pleading  an  issue  in  law  is  formed.  Judgment  was  rendered 
in  the  court  below,  in  favor  of  the  defendant,  from  which  the  plain- 
tiff appealed. 

The  suit  is  brought  by  the  drawer  of  a  bill  of  exchange,  which  he 
alleges  was  accepted  by  Johnson  &  Heno,  and  endorsed  by  the  de- 
fendant for  their  use,  the  latter  being  equally  bound  in  justice  to  pay 
the  amount  thereof,  because  he  was  that  much  indebted  to  the  plain- 
tiff. The  bill  at  maturity  was  protested  for  non-payment  by  the  ac- 
ceptors, and  notice  thereof  given  to  the  defendant  as  endorser;  it  was 
carried  back  by  the  payee  as  holder,  to  the  drawer,  who  was  com- 
pelled to  pay  the  amount, with  interest  and  ten  percent,  damages, all 
which  he  claims  to  have  refunded  to  him  by  the  defendant.  These 
are  the  principal  allegations  contained  in  the  petition.  It  contains 
also  an  interrogatory,  which  was  answered  by  the  defendant,  wherein 
he  acknowledged  that  he  did  endorse  the  bill,  but  denied  being  in- 
debted to  the  plaintiff,  and  that  he  agreed  to  become  surety  for  the 
acceptors. 

The  court  below  seems  to  have  based  its  judgment  wholly  on  this 
answer,  in  which  we  are  of  opinion  there  is  error. 

In  the  first  place,  it  ought  not  to  have  been  received  in  contradic- 
tion of  the  facts,  admitted  by  the  demurrer;  and  secondly,  even  if  it 
should,  it  does  not  contradict  them  so  effectually  as  to  secure  the  de- 
fendant from  liability.  By  admitting  the  act  of  endorsement,  the  ob- 
ligation resulting  from  it, on  the  endorser, is  a  legal  consequence;  and 
if  it  necessarily  render  him  liable  to  pay  the  amount  of  the  bill,  the 
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law  must  determine  in  what  capacity  and  to  whom  he  is  liable  to 
pay. 

The  petition  is  not  so  explicit  as  it  might  be  in  relation  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  appellee  is  sought  to  be  made  responsible;  but  from 
the  whole  contest,  it  is  tolerably  evident  that  the  intention  is  to  charge 
him  as  surety  for  thq  acceptors.  The  bill  appears  not  to  have  been 
transferred,  in  the  usual  course  of  negociation,  according  to  the  custom 
of  merchants.  The  payee  was  the  holder,  when  he  procured  the  en- 
dorsement of  the  defendant,  which  could  have  no  other  eflFect  than  to 
impose  on  him  an  obligation  similar  to  that  of  the  acceptors,  either 
conjointly  with  them  or  as  their  surety;  and  perhaps  he  would  be  en- 
titled to  the  privilege  of  division  and  discussion,  as  provided  for  by 
law  in  cases  of  joint  obligations  or  sureties;  but  these  are  privileges 
which  must  be  taken  advantage  of  by  pleading,  which  has  not  been 
done  in  the  present  case.  Unless  the  irregular  endorsenienl  made  by 
the  defendant  be  considered  as  a  mere  nullity,  an  act  without  any  legal 
effect,  he  ought  to  be  held  liable  on  it  to  the  plaintiff;  for,  his  obliga- 
tion being  similar  to  that  of  the  acceptors,  the  drawer  had  a  right  on 
Eaying  and  taking  up  the  bill  to  pursue  him  for  the  anaount.  But  we 
ave  held  already,  in  one  or  two  cases,  that  such  endojsements  are 
not  without  effect;  on  the  contrary  that  they  impose  an  obligation  or 
the  endorsers  to  pay.  See  Chitty  on  Bills,  Am.  ed.  of  1821,  p.  440^ 
and  4  Martin^  939. 

Being  of  opinion  that  the  allegations  in  the  petition  are  sufficient 
in  law,  to  authorise  the  plaintiff  to  recover,  and  that  aocording  to  the 
answer  they  must  be  all  received  as  true;  it  is  ordered,  adjudged  and 
decreed,  that  the  judgment  of  the  district  court  be  avoided,  reversed 
and  annulled;  and  it  is  AiHher  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that 
the  plaintiff  and  appellant  do  recover  from  the  defendant  and  appel- 
lee, the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  sixty-two  dollars  and  seventy-nine 
eents,  with  interest  thereon,  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum, 
from  the  date  of  the  protest  for  non-payment  of  the  bill  of  exchange 
declared  on,  and  also  ten  per  cent  on  the  amount  of  said  bill,  as 
damages,  with  costs,  to  be  paid  by  the  defendant  in  both  courts. 
Waggaman,  for  the  plaintiff. 
Loekeiif  for  the  defendant. 
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Pili6  V.  Moller6.     IV,  N.  S.  42. 

If  the  ftadioDfl  of  a  dollar  be  expressed  in  figures,  the  note  is  not  therefore  Yoid,  but  the 
fractions  will  be  rejected. 

SECOND  District. 

Mabtin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  present  suit  is  brought  on  the  note  which  was  the  ground  of 
the  case  between  these  parties  in  July  term  last    2  N.  S.  666. 

The  plaintiff  now  declares  on  a  note,  for  2471  dollars,  considering 
the  38  cents,  which  are  written  in  figures,  and  not  in  words,  at  fuU 
length,  (as  the  act  requires,)  as  if  they  were  not  written. 

There  was  a  plea  of  the  general  issue,  and  a  judgment  of  nonsuit 
The  district  court  being  of  opinion  that  the  note  was  not  obUgatory, 
and  could  not  be  given  in  evidence. 

The  note  was  executed  on  Januarv  5th,  1824,  while  an  act  of  the 
legislature  (since  amended)  was  in  full  vigor.  Thi^  act,  approved 
on  the  1st  of  March,  1823,  provides  that,  after  the  1st  of  April  follow- 
ing, no  promissory  note  shall  be  obligatory  or  admissible  in  evidence 
unless  the  sum  of  money  therein  expressed  to  be  payable,  be  expressed 
in  words  at  full  length. 

It  is  clear  that  the  strict  sense  of  the  words  used  supports  the  deci- 
non  of  the  judge  a  quo^  and  when  the  case  was  before  us  last  year, 
we  were  inclined  to  believe,  that  when  it  became  necessary  to  pro- 
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nounce  the  opinion  of  this  court,  on  the  construction  of  the  act,  we 
should  be  obliged  to  adopt  his  conclusion. 

On  maturer  reflection,  we  think  that  it  leads  to  disastrous  and  ab- 
surd consequences,  manifestly  contradictory  to  common  reason.  In 
such  cases,  we  deem  it  our  duty  to  avoid  a  strict  literal  construction, 
in  order  to  avert  a  result,  evidently  in  opposition  to  the  presumed 
will  of  the  legislature;  believing  that  the  expressions  used  leave  it 
doubtful,  whether  the  legislature  meant  that  the  note  should  be  abso- 
lutely void  of  obligation  and  inadmissible  in  evidence,  or  whether  it 
should  be  so  only  for  the  part  in  which  its  directions  have  been  dis- 
regarded. 

If  the  fnu^tions  of  the  cents  only  were  in  figures,  as  if  a  note  was 
for  five  hundred  dollars,  sixty  cents  and  1-4,  it  would  be  monstrous 
to  say  the  note  should  be  considered  as  a  nullity.  The  present  case 
is  nearly  as  strong. 

Judges  must  constnie  the  law,  if  possible,  to  prevent  waste  and 
destruction,  ut  res  magis  vakat  quam  pereat,  and  they  must  not 
sufier  what  is  useful  to  be  vitiated  by  what  is  useless:  utile  per 
inutile  non  vitiatur. 

We  consequently  think  it  our  duty  to  say  that  the  note  is  obligatory 
and  admissible  in  evidence,  as  to  the  part  of  it,  in  which  the  direc- 
tions of  the  legislature  have  been  complied  with;  that  the  cents,  as 
with  regard  to  them  these  directions  were  disregatded,,  are  to  be  con- 
sidered as  not  expressed,  and  their  being  in  figures  does  not  vitiate 
the  note,  so  as  to  prevent  its  being  obligatory  and  admissible  in 
evidence. 

The  act  of  last  session,  which  amends  the  former,  may,  in  some 
degree,  afibrd  a  clue,  by  which  we  may  be  enabled  to  discover  the 
will  of  the  legislature.  Indeed,  it  is  a  quasi  legislative  construction 
of  the  former. 

The  testimony  supports  the  plaintiff's' claim. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  jiidgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulieid,  avoided  and  reversed,  and  that  tiiere 
be  judgment  for  the  plaintiff',  for  two  thousand  four  hundred  and 
seventy-seven  dollars,  with  interest  at  five  per  cent.,  firom  the  time  of 
the  protest,  according  to  the  act  of  1822>  p.  44,  and  C08l9  in  both 
oourtSk 

Derbigny^  fbr  the  plaintiff. 

Hennetiy  for  the  defendant. 
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Farrar  et  al.  v.  M'Cutcheon  et  oL    IV,  N.  S.  45. 

A  deriie  to  the  mother  for  life,  remainder  to  the  children,  in  equal  parts,  to  be  held  for 
the  earyiTors^  down  to  the  last,  in  the  event  of  death  before  marriage  or  without  issue, 
is  a  sobstitutioo,  which  the  law  r^prob^tet. 

COURT  of  Probates  of  New  Orleans. 

Mathkws^  J.9  d^vered  the  opinioQ  of  the  court 

The  question,  which  is  ^bmitted  to  the  court,  in  the  present  case^^ 
for  solutioQ,  arises  out  of  a  supplemental  petition  of  the  plaintijSsi 
fled  in  a  suk,  which  was  commenced  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a 
final  liquidation  and  partition  of  the  estates  of  the  late  Riehai:di  BuUev 
and  his  wife,  atttongst  their  respective  heirs.  It  relates  entirely  ta 
Aat  part  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  the  said  Richard>  which 
disposes  of  the  residue  of  his  property  (after  various  specific  legacies) 
to  his  two  sisters,  Rebecca  M'Cutcheon,  and  Harriett  Hook,  and  theis 
children.  The  sole  object  of  the  petitioners,  according  to  the  tenoir 
of  the  supplemental  petition^  seems  to  be  to  obtain  a  deciaioa  on  thaA 
clause  of  the  wiU  which  gives  to  the  children  of  the  sisters  of  the  tes*- 
later,  u  e.j  whether  it  be  void,  as  containing  a  substitutioa  prohibited 
by  the  Civil  Code,  aecoccyuig  to  the  provisions,  of  the  4tbt  clui^).  4Sly  aod 
books. 

The  jud^zient  of  the  court  below  is  against  the  right  of  tboc 
children,  from  which  an  appeal  was  taken  by  their  d^ensor  or 
curator  ad  litem. 

This  is  the  first  instance,  in  which  the  courts  of  justice  in  this  state 
have  been  required,  in  the  course  of  judicial  proceedings,  to  apply- 
the  law  relating  to  substitutions  to  a  particular  case,  according  to  the 
ofdinary  rules  of  construction  or  interpretation  of  dispositions  mad& 
by  testament. 

The  qnestioii,  which  now  occurs  to  us  for  the  first  time,  has,  how- 
ever, been  consuiarably  agitated  ia  various  tribunals  of  the  kingdom 
of  France^and  we  are  aided  by  many  decisions  in  cases  dependii^  oOi 
the  896th  articte  of  the  Code  Napoleon,  which  is  similar  to  ^m  ofwn> 
Code,  on  the  subjoet  of  substitutions  and  Jidei  conimissa^  It  is  true,, 
thai  &om  a  hasty  view  of  these  discussions,  they  seem  to  be  somor 
what  contradictory  in  themselves,  but  on  a  closer  ins^^ection  and  nuM^et 
mi&ute  mvestigfttioo,  titiey  are  capable  of  being  pretty  well  reconcUed^ 
From  them  ami  coounentaries  oa  the  French  Code,  several  axioQ9t3» 
or  general  principles  are  deducible>  which  we  believe  to  be  correct 
1.  The  dispositions  of  testaments  ought  not  to  be  annulled,  untii  they 
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necessarily  present  a  substitution.  2.  If  the  claim  be  susceptible  of 
two  interpretations,  it  ought  to  be  interpreted  in  that  way,  which 
avoids  a  substitution  and  gives  effect  to  the  will.  3.  Whenever  the 
disposition  is  made  in  such  terms  as  necessarily  to  comprehend  a 
charge  to  keep  for  and  transmit  to  a  third  person,  it  contains  a  sub- 
stitution, although  not  Uterally  expressed.    5  Toullier,  58  and  69. 

It  may  also  be  safely  admitted  as  true,  that  in  every  substitution 
or  fidei-commission,  the  agency  of  three  persons  is  required,  viz.,  the 
donor  or  testator,  the  person  who  receives  the  donation  to  hold  and 
enjoy  for  a  certain  time,  and  the  one  to  whom  he  is  bound  to  transmit 
it  See  Pandectes  Franfaises^  vol.  4,  ;9.  2 1 ,  a  quotation  from  Merlin j 
Quest,  de  Droit. 

The  clauses,  in  the  will  now  under  discussion,  which  the  plaintiffs 
insist  do  not  necessarily  imply  a  substitution,  are  expressed  in  the 
following  terms.  After  various  legacies  ordained  by  the  testament, 
as  above  stated  in  general  terms,  the  testator  proceeds:  "  Item,  I  give 
and  bequeath  all  the  rest,  residue  and  remainder  of  my  estate,  pro- 
perty and  effects,  to  my  sisters  Rebecca  M'Cutcheon,  and  Harriett 
Hook,  to  have  and  to  hold  the  same,  equally  to  be  divided  between 
them,  for  and  during  their  natural  lives.  Item,  upon  the  death  of  the 
said  Rebecca  M'Cutcheon  and  the  said  Harriett  Hook,  or  either  of 
them,  I  do  give,  devise  and  bequeath,  the  share  or  shares,  which  the 
said  decedent  or  decedents  shall  have  possessed  as  aforesaid,  or  which 
by  the  last  above  devise  and  bequest,  I  intended,  she  or  they  should 
possess,  to  the  child  or  the  children  of  the  said  Rebecca  M'Cutcheon 
and  Harriett  Hook,  or  either  of  them,  to  be  equally  divided  between 
the  said  children;  and  in  case  of  the  death  of  either  of  the  said 
children,  previous  to  marriage  or  death  without  issue,  then  his  or  her 
share  to  be  equally  divided  among  the  surviving  children  as  aforesaid, 
and  in  case  only  one  child  as  aforesaid  should  survive,  then  the  share 
or  shares  above  last  mentioned,  and  the  estate  and  property  aforesaid 
shall  vest  and  remain  in  the  said  child  and  his  or  her  heirs  aforesaid." 

The  counsel  for  the  plaintiffs  contends  that,  according  to  a  just 
and  legal  interpretation  of  these  dispositions  of  the  testament,  they 
present  two  substitutions.  1.  The  donation  to  the  sisters  of  the 
testator,  to  hold  the  property  during  their  lives,  and  transmit  it  to  the 
children.  2.  The  right  of  survivorship,  created  amongst  said  children. 
From  these  positions  the  nullity  of  both  clauses  is  said  to  be  neces- 
sarily induced.  As  to  the  first  of  these  alleged  nullities,  it  is  believed, 
not  to  be  put  in  issue  by  the  pleadings  of  the  case,  and  is  perhaps 
such,  supposing  it  to  exist,  as  could  only  be  taken  advantage  of  by 
the  legal,  forced  heirs  of  the  testator.  The  same  thing  might  be  said 
of  the  latter  substitution,  except  for  an  alleged  compromise  or  transac- 
tion, which  is  said  to  have  taken  place  between  the  heirs  of  the  testa- 
tor and  those  of  his  wife,  both  instituted,  and  forced  or  legal.  In  the 
consideration  of  that  allegation  we  proceed  to  examine  the  donation 
to  the  children:  and  we  commence  by  stating  that,  in  our  opinion, 
the  clause  of  the  will,  under  which  they  take,  does  necessarily  contain 
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a  substitution.  In  opposition  to  this  opinion,  which  is  the  same  that 
was  held  by  the  court  of  probates,  it  is  contended,  that  a  donation  or 
legacy  to  several  persons,  with  the  right  of  survivorship,  does  not 
ipso  facto  present  a  substitution.  This  may  be  true,  where  an  entire 
thing  is  given  to  many;  and  its  truth  is  well  supported  by  several  of 
the  cases  cited  from  the  French  authors  on  the  subject  of  substitutions. 
See  5  Toullier^p.  60,  n.  46. 

But  this  is  only  true,  when  an  entire  thing  is  left  to  several  persons, 
who  hold  it  undivided.  When,  by  the  disposition  of  the  will,  it  is 
evident  that  the  legacy  left  to  many  is  bequeathed  in  separate  and 
distinct  portions,  with  a  right  of  survivorship,  a  substitution  takes 
place  ex  neeessifate  rei.    See  the  same  authority,  p.  67,  n.  49. 

Now,  in  the  present  case,  the  devise  to  the  children,  of  the  pro- 
perly, which  had  been  given  to  their  mother,  for  life,  is  in  equal 
parts,  to  be  held  for  the  survivors,  down  to  the  last,  in  the  event  of 
death  before  marriage  and  without  issue.  In  relation,  therefore,  to 
them,  we  have  no  doubt  of  the  existence  of  a  substitution,  such  as 
reprobated  by  the  Code.  We  have  pronounced,  on  this  case,  without 
having  inquired  very  particularly  whether  the  children  of  Mrs. 
M'Cutcheon  and  Mrs.  Hook,  have  been  properly  represented  in  the 
cause.  It  is,  however,  a  matter  of  no  great  moment;  for,  if  they  are 
not  before  the  court,  according  to  the  forms  and  solemnities  of  law, 
the  present  judgment  will  not  affect  any  claim,  which  they  may 
hereafter  make,  relative  to  the  matters  now  in  dispute. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  court  of  probates  be  affirmed,  &c.;  and  it  is  further  ordered, 
that  the  costs  of  this  appeal  be  borne  by  the  estates  of  R.  BuUer  and 
his  wife,  in  equal  portions,  &c. 

DenniSy  for  the  plaintiffs. 

fFatls  and  Lobdell,  for  the  defendants. 


Hyde  et  al.  v.  Henry.     IV,  N,  S,  51. 

FIRST  District    • 

Decided^  declarations  operating  a  change  of  domioil  must  be  made 
koth  in  the  parish  the  party  removes  firom,  and  that  to  which  ho 
remov^a    Civil  Cede,  19,  art  I  and  2, 
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Dow  V.  Shimmiu.     IV,  N.  S.  53. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

Decidedy  that  a  written  synallagmatic  contract,  being  deposited  in 
the  hands  of  a  third  party  who  gave  each  party  a  copy,  is  at  least 
prima  facie  evidence  of  their  bargain  and  the  testimony  of  this  com- 
mon friend  may  place  it  beyond  doubt.  The  court  below  did  not 
err  either  in  admitting  it,  or  the  evidence  of  the  third  person  in  addi- 
tion to  the  agreement,  although  it  did  not  make  full  proof. 


Bainbridge  v.  Clay.     IV,  N.  S.  56. 

The  creditors  of  the  assignor  rosy  seize  the  debt  assigned,  as  long  as  the  assignee  has  not 
given  notice  of  the  assignment  to  the  debtor. 

FIRST  District 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  case  was  lately  remanded  for  further  proof,  the  same  judg- 
ment was  given,  and  Bainbridge  appealed.     3  N.  S,  671. 

The  facts  of  the  case  are,  that  Clay  obtained  a  judgment  against 
Oldham,  and  Bainbridge  one  against  Clay.  Bainbridge  having  taken 
out  a  fieri  facias  on  his  judgment,  Polk,  the  agent  of  Oldham  paid 
into  court  the  amount  of  Clay's  judgment  against  Oldham,  and  Bain- 
bridge prayed  that^  the  court  order  the  money  thus  in  court  to  be 
applied  to  bis  judgment 

Hennen  intervened  and  claimed  the  amount  of  the  judgment  against 
Oldham,  as  assignee  of  Waggaman  to  whom  he  alleged  Clay  had 
assigned  it. 

A  debt  due  to  the  defendant  on  a  fieri  facias  cannot,  as  to  third 
parties  completely  pass  to  the  assignee,  unless  there  be  what,  in  sales  of 
tangible  property,  is  called  a  tradition,  or  delivery,  and  this  is  effected, 
as  to  choses  in  action,  by  notice  of  the  assignment  to  the  debtor. 

In  the  present  case^the  record  shows  that  the  sheriff  received  Bain- 
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hxidge^s  fieri  facias  against  Clay,  on  the  1st  of  February,  1825.     On 
that  day,  according  to  law,  Clay's  personal  property  was  so  affected 
by  ihe  fieri  facias  as  no  longer  to  be  saleable  by  him,  to  the  injury  of 
the  plaintiff  in  the  fieri  facias. 

Folwell,  a  witness  of  the  assignee,  deposes  he  delivered  a  copy  of 
both  assignments  to  Oldham,  on  the  fourth  day  after  he  left  New  Or- 
leans, and  he  believes  he  left  that  city  on  the  31st  of  January.  So 
that,  according  to  this  witness,  the  notice,  which  was  in  lieu  of  the 
tradition  of  property,  took  place,  after  the  fieri  facias  of  Bainbridge 
was  put  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff. 

Farrie,  another  witness  of  the  assignee,  deposes  that,  in  a  conver- 
sation that  took  place  in  the  clerk's  office,  between  Hennen,  Wagga- 
man,  and  Polk,  the  agent  of  Oldham,  he  heard  Hennen  tell  Polk,  he 
was  the  assignee  of  Clay's  judgment  against  Oldham,  and  requested 
Polk  not  to  pay  the  money  to  any  body  else.  The  witness  believes 
this  was  before  Bainbridge  took  out  his  ^crt/acia*  against  Clay,  but 
he  cannot  recollect  any  particular  circumstance  that  induces  this 
belief;  neither  can  he  recollect  the  time,  when  he  issued  the  execution, 
i.  e,.  when  it  went  out  of  the  office.  He  is  the  deputy  clerk.  Polk's 
testimony  does  not  make  the  evidence  much  clearer. 

Admitting  what  is  extremely  dubious,  that  it  clearly  results  from 
this  man's  testimony,  that  the  conversation  with  Polk  took  place  be- 
fore the  fieri  facias  issued,  nothing  shows  that  Polk  was  such  an 
agent,  to  whom  such  a  notice  could  be  legally  given.  It  only  appears 
he  had  Oldham's  money  in  his  hands  and  was  directed  to  discharge 
the  judgment. 

We  therefore  conclude  this  conversation  does  not  establish  a  legal 
notice.  Polk  did  not  consider  himself  authorised  to  pay  Hennen, 
although  he  proposed  giving  his  check,  since  he  paid  Uie  money  in 
court. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  and  it  is  fur- 
ther ordered,  that  the  money  in  court,  paid  by  Polk  in  discharge  of 
Oldham,  be  applied  to  thedischargeofBainbridge's  judgment  against 
Clay,  and  that  the  assignee  and  appellee  pay  costs  in  this  court. 

The  appellee  by  Waggaman  and  Hennen,  asked  for  a  rehearing, 
on  the  grounds  that  Polk  was  such  an  agent  of  Oldham  as  to  be 
capable  of  receiving  notice  of  the  assignment  for  him.  Also,  that 
the  fieri  facias  against  Clay  was  no  lien  on  this  debt  owing  him  by 
Oldham  inasmuch  as  Oldham  resided  in  another  parish  where  the 
sheriff  of  Orleans  could  not  act 

The  rehearing  was  refused.  In  announcing  this,  Martin,  J.,  said: 
We  have  considered  that  the  notice  to  Polk  had  not  the  effect  of 
destroying  the  right  of  the  plaintiff  in  the  fieri  facias.  This  notice 
was  not  equivalent  to  a  delivery  or  tradition,  for  it  left  Oldham  the 
absolute  control  of  the  thing  assigned.    He  might,  notwithstanding 
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this  notice  till  it  was  communicated  to  him,  have  made  a  legal  pay- 
ment to  Clay,  or  any  other  assignee^  besides  irennen,  who  might 
have  presented  himself.  Hennen  was  like  a  purchaser  of  goods, 
^before  delivery,  till  knowledge  of  the  assignment  was  given  to  Old- 
ham himself;  for  till  then  a  payment  would  have  defeated  his  right 
on  Oldham. 

By  placing  his  ^eri  facias  into  the  sheriflf's  hands,  Bainbridge 
acquired  a  lien  on  Oldham's  property,  susceptible  of  being  levied  oo, 
on  all  Clay's  goods  in  his  stores,  or  any  of  his  agents,  holding  for  him, 
on  the  debt  of  Oldham,  in  the  hands  of  Polk,  or  any  other,  agent,  and 
this  right  was  not  defeated  by  Polk  paying  the  money  into  court. 

In  the  present  suit,  both  parties  had  a  claim  which  the  court  might 
have  recognised.  Bainbridge  had  a  ^eri  faciaSy  which  ^ve  him  a 
lien  on  any  property  of  which  Clay  had  the  disposition.  This  money, 
then,  being  at  Clay's  disposition,  would  have  been  ordered  to  be  paid 
to  him,  unless  another  person  opposed  his  demand  by  showing  a 
better  right.  Let  it  be  granted  that  Hennen  might  have  successfully 
opposed  Clay's  call  on  the  court  How  stands  the  matter  between 
Hennen  and  Bainbridge?  Hennen  has  an  assignment;  but  the  assign- 
ment of  a  debt  is  not  in  the  way  of  a  creditor,  till  served  on  the  debtor; 
because  that  service  alone  deprives  the  latter  of  the  faculty  of  paying 
to  any  one,  but  the  assignee.  Bainbridge,  on  the  contrary,  produces 
a  ^eri  faciasy  which  gives  him  a  lien  on  all  Clay's  property.  It 
attached  on  the  debt  due  to  Clay  by  Oldham,  on  the  money  the 
instant  it  was  paid  in  discharge  of  Clay's  judgment,  and  -thus  became 
Clay's. 

But  it  is  said  there  is  evidence  of  notice  to  Oldham  himself. 

According  to  Folwell's  testimony,  copies  of  the  assignments  were 
delivered  to  Oldham  on  the  4th  of  February;  the  fieri  facias  was 
put  into  the  sheriff's  hands  on  the  first.  According  to  Farrie,  admits 
ting  that  the  notice  to  Polk  was  notice  to  Oldham,  there  is  no  great 
certainty  that  Polk  was  notified  before  the  fieri  facias  issued.  The 
witness  believes  it,  biH  cannot  recollect  any  circumstance  that  induces 
9uch  a  belie£    These  gentlemen  ai^e  Hennen's  own  witnesses. 

Our  attention  has  been  drawn  to  a  letter  of  Oldham,  in  which  he 
acknowledges  the  receipt  of  Hennen's  letter,  apprising  him  of  the 
aesignroent:  but  this  letter  is  without  a  date;  and  its  post-mark  refers 
to  a  day  posterior  to  that  on  which  the  fieri  facias  came  to  the 
aberiff's  hands. 

So  that  no  part  of  the  evidence  on  the  record  establishes,  what  is 
essential  to  Hennen's  recovery,  notice  to  Oldham,  anterior  to  the 
sheriff's  receipt  of  the  execution. 

We  did  not  consider  the  bill  of  exceptions  required  any  notice.  It 
appeared  to  us  obvious  the  judge  was  right  Evidence  was  oflered 
•f  <^  the  verbal  acknowledgment  of  Oldham  to  the  witness,  that  be 
had  received  notice  of  the  assignment  from  Clay  to  Waggaman,  and 
Waggaman  to  Hennen,  before  the  execution  issued  in  favor  of  Bain- 
bridge." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JUNE  TERM,  1825.  229 

[Baiabrid^  v.  Clay.] 

Now  this  was  mere  hearsay  testimony.  Oldham  should  have  heen 
brought.  It  is  now  said  here,  that  this  acknowledgment  was  made 
before  Bainbridge  took  out  his  fieri  facias.  But  if  that  was  the  case 
the  counsel  ought  to  have  made  it  appear  on  the  record.* 


M'Coy  V.  His  Creditors.     IV,  N.  S.  67. 

The  fees  of  the  coansel  appointed  to  represent  absent  creditors,  are  in  no  case  to  be  paid 

by  the  mass. 

FIRST  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  attorney  appointed  to  represent  the  absent  creditors  took  a 
rule  to  show  cause  why  a  certain  sum  due  him  for  professional  ser- 
vices to  the  absent  creditors,  should  not  be  paid  by  the  estate.  The 
court  after  hearing  the  parties  discharged  the  rule,  and  the  attorney 
appealed. 

The  following  facts  have  been  agreed  on: 

1.  It  is  admitted  the  failure  was  under  the  Spanish  law,  and  not 
under  the  act  of  1817,  relative  to  voluntary  surrenders. 

2.  The  value  of  the  services  is  admitted,  and  that  L.  Pierce  was, 
from  the  commencement,  the  attorney  for  the  absent  creditors,  and 
appointed  by  the  court. 

3.  It  is  admitted  no  dividend  will  be  coming  to  the  absent  creditors. 
The  act  of  1817,  section  38,  expressly  provides,  "that  in  no  case 

shall  the  fees  of  counsellors,  appointed  in  behalf  of  absent  creditors, 
be  paid  by  the  mass,  but  shall  be  levied  on  the  amount  of  the  sum, 
which  shall  be  recovered  for  the  creditors  so  absent 

We  are  of  opinion,  that  this  act,  by  the  negative  expressions  used 
in  it,  in  relation  to  the  particular  subject  under  consideration,  takes 
away  all  discretion  from  the  courts,  and  forbids  a  recurrence  to  the 
Spanish  law,  or  practice,  to  ascertain  how  the  representatives  of 
absent  creditors  shall  be  paid.    And  even  if  it  did  not,  we  have  been 

*  By  the  Code  of  Practice,  art  545,  judgments  diou^rh  entered  on  the  docket  of  the 
judgment  of  the  coort,  constitute  no  lien  on  the  property  of  the  defendant  The  record 
of  it  at  the  mortgage  office  alone  gives  it  the  force  of  a  judicial  mortgage.  As  to  mov. 
ibfes,  actual  seizure  only  can  affect  any  specific  effects. 
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unable  to  find  any  thing  in  either,  which  sanctions  the  present 
demand. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be*  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Pierce,  for  the  plaintiff. 

May  bin,  for  the  defendants. 


Changeur  v.  Gravier's  Heirs,     IV,  N.  S.  68. 

The  heirs  are  bound  only  to  the  amount  of  what  the  estate  was  worth  at  the  death  of  the 

ancestor. 
If  a  debtor  on  receiving  a  release,  bind  himself  to  pay  the  debt  if  he  becomes  able,  hb 

heirs  will  be  bound  to  apply  his  estate  to  the  discliarge  of  the  debt 

FIRST  District 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  case  was  before  us  in  June,  1824,  and  we  remanded  it,  because 
the  record  did  not  enable  us  to  ascertain  the  portion  of  the  released 
debts  which  the  estate  can  pay.    2  N.  S.  545. 

The  plaintiff  contends  that  a  piece  of  property,  known  under  the 
appellation  of  the  batture  of  the  faubourg  St.  Mary,  which  makes 
part  of  the  estate  of  B.  Gravier,  ought  to  be  valued  at  100,000  dollars; 
which  is  admitted  to  have  been  its  actual  value  in  1820,  when,  under 
a  judgment  of  this  court,  this  property  was,  it  is  said,  finally  divided 
among  the  defendants;  it  having  been  decreed  the  preceding  jrear  to 
be  their  common  property.  Gravier  €t  al.  v,  Livingston  ei  aL  6 
Martin^  281. 

The  defendants  urge  that  this  property  ought  to  be  valued,  be- 
tween the  plaintiff  and  them,  at  its  value  in  1793,  at  the  death  of 
their  ancestor. 

2.  The  defendants  further  hold,  they  are  not  liable  for  any  part  of 
the  released  seventy-five  per  cent.,  unless  tlieir  ancestor,  at  his  death, 
had  con^  to  so  good  a  fortune,  as  to  be  able  to  pay  the  whole  anootint 
of  these  released  debts,  with  interest 

I.  On  the  first  question  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  heirs  are  charge- 
able only  for  the  value  of  the  batture,  at  its  value  at  the  time  of  their 
ancestor's  death,  viz.  10,000  dollars.  It  appears  this  piece  of  pro- 
perty was,  long  before  our  decree,  in  possession  of  one  of  the  heirs, 
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who  disposed  of  the  whole,  and  that  afterwards  the  other  heirs  sued, 
and  recovered  their  part  of  it  from  the  vendees. 

II.  If,  at  the  death  of  B.  Gravier,  he  had  property  sufficient  to  dis- 
charge a  part  of  the  released  debts,  we  think  his  heirs  are  bound  to 
distribute  the  proceeds  of  his  estate,  among  the  creditors;  their  ances- 
tor promised  that  **  If  God  blessed  his  endeavors,  he  would  pay  them 
their  whole  claims,  principal  and  interest,  when  his  situation  would 
allow  it." 

The  facts  of  the  case  show  that,  after  paying  B.  Gravier's  debts  in 
Louisiana,  there  remained  a  balance  of  39,542  dollars  and  75  cents, 
to  be  applied  to  tiie  payment  of  his  debts  in  Bordeaux.  These  debts 
are  shown  to  have  amounted  at  his  failure,  to  53,671  dollars.  For 
one-fourth  of  these  he  promised  to  pay  at  twelve,  eighteen,  and 
twenty-four  months,  and  after  a  period  of  upwards  of  forty  years, 
they  must,  in  the  absence  of  any  proof  of  their  remiaining  due,  be 
presumed  to  have  been  discharged;  except  that  of  the  present  plain- 
tiff, which  is  demanded  and  we  have  said  is  not  prescribed,  equal  to 
the  net  proceeds  of  the  estate  after  the  payment  of  the  debts  posterior 
to  the  concordats 

The  plaintiff  is,  therefore,  entitled  to  the  one-fourth  of  the  original 
debt,  which  was  to  be  paid  absolutely,  and  to  his  dividend,  on  the 
balance,  left  from  the  sum  of  39,442  dollars  and  75  cents,  after  the 
deduction  of  the  fourth  of  his  original  debt. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  amended  in  the  following  manner,  that  is, 
that  judgment  be  entered  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff.  1,  For  the  sum 
of  571  dollars,  with  interest  on  a  third  of  the  sum,  since  the  29th 
July,  1785;  on  a  third  since  the  27th  January,  1786,  and  on  the  other 
third  since  the  28th  July,  of  the  same  year,  at  the  rate  of  five  per 
cent.,  per  annum,  making  the  further  sum  of  1137  dollars.  2.  For 
the  sum  of  1696  dollars,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  five  percent,  per 
annum,  since  the  13th  of  July,  1821;  being  the  further  sum  of  338 
dollars,  making  in  all  the  two  sums  and  interest,  the  total  amount  of 
3743  dollars;  to  be  paid  one-fourth  by  each  of  the  defendants,  with 
interest,  until  paid  at  the  rate  assigned. 

It  is  further  ordered,  that  the  defendants  pay  the  costs  of  the  court 
below,  and  the  defendants  and  appeliee  pay  those  in  this  court. 

Dtnnisj  for  the  plaintiff. 

Dtrbignt/j  for  the  defendants. 
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Davenport's  Heirs  v.  Fortier  et  ah     IV,  N.  S,  72, 

THIRD  District. 

A  bill  of  exceptions  left  unexamined,  it  having  been  rendered 
unimportant  by  subsequent  circumstances. 


Flower  et  al.  v.  Amaud,     IV,  N.  S.  73. 

A  debtor,  the  claim  on  whom  has  been  seized  and  sold,  may  retain  against  the  purchaser 
whatever  be  might  retain  against  his  creditor  before  the  sale. 

The  treasurer  may  withhold  from  a  person,  to  whom  the  legislature  has  made  an  allow- 
ance, the  amount  of  his  taxes,  for  which  the  collector  has  reported  him  as  a  defaulter 
to  the  treasurer. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

On  the  dissolution  of  the  injunction,  in  this  court,  in  the  suit  of 
Flower  el  al.  v.  Livingston,  2  N.  S.  514,  the  plaintiffs  took  out  an 
sAisisJieri/aciaSy  which  was  levied  on  "the  right  of  the  defendant  to 
the  sum  of  800  dollars,  which  may  now  be,  or  hereafter  may  become 
due,  by  the  state,  &c.,  being  part  of  a  greater  sum  allowed  him,  by 
an  act  to  fix  the  compensation  to  be  allowed  to  the  jurisconsults, 
appointed  to  revise  and  amend  the  Civil  Code,  &c.  The  plaintife 
became  the  last  bidders  for  this  right,  at  the  sheriff's  sale,  and 
brought  suit  against  the  defendant,  the  treasurer  of  the  state,  who 
had  refused  to  pay. 

The  answer  denied  the  right  of  the  courts  of  justice  to  seize  moneys 
to  be  paid  by  him  to  individuals,  and  averred  that  he  had  paid  out, 
and  accounted  for,  all  moneys  due  by  the  state  to  Livingston.  That 
the  sum  appropriated  to  his  payment  was  4000  dollars,  the  payment 
of  800  dollars  of  which  was  deferred  by  law,  till  after  the  completion 
of  the  Code  of  Commerce.  Leaving  only  3200  dollars,  now  due, 
and  of  which  2000  dollars  had  been  paid  to  Workman,  on  Livings- 
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ton's  order,  379  dollars  and  92  cents  were  due  to  the  state  for  taxes, 
and  an  execution  had  issued  to  the  sheriff,  of  the  parish  of  Orleans 
therefor;  46  dollars  and  12  cents  for  parish  taxes;  344  dollars  and  5 
cents  were  due  for  taxes  on  Livingston's  land,  in  the  parish  of 
Washita,  for  the  years  1820, 1821,  and  1822,  and  execution  had  issued 
therefor;  429  dollars  and  91  cents  had  been  paid  (as  the  balance  due) 
to  the  plaintiffs. 

The  parish  judge  allowed  to  the  plaintiffs  judgment  for  46  dollars 
and  12  cents,  and  they  appealed. 

It  seems  the  parish  judge  allowed  all  the  items  stated  by  the  defen- 
dant, except  the  parish  tax,  which  was  not  due  to  the  state. 

The  sum  paid  to  Workman  is  admitted  to  have  been  correctly 


The  only  difficulty  is,  as  to  the  amount  of  Livingston's  state  taxes, 
for  which  execution  was  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriffs  of  the  parishes 
of  Orleans  and  Washita. 

We  think  that  the  treasurer  had  a  right  to  detain  from  the  present 
plaintifl^,  the  purchasers  of  Livingston's  right,  all  which  he  might  re- 
tain from  the  latter.  It  is  clear,  that  if  Livingston  had  called  for  the 
payment  of  the  sum  allowed  him,  the  treasurer  would  have  had  the 
right  of  retaining  those  arrearages  of  taxes,  the  collection  of  which, 
it  is  the  treasurer's  duty  to  make,  and  the  amount  of  taxes  stated,  is 
only  that  of  those  taxes,  for  which  Livingston  was  reported  as  a 
delinquent,  by  the  collectors,  to  the  treasurer,  in  order  that  he  might 
proceed  to  enforce  payment. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment  of 
the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Christy  J  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Preston,  for  the  defendant. 


Pilie  V.  Dreux's  Syndics-     IV,  N.  S.  75. 

Freret  v.  Same.     IV,  N-  S.  76.    ., 

FIRST  District. 

Same  point  as  in  Saulet  v.  Dreux's  Syndics,  2  N.  S.^IS. 
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Williams  et  al.  v.  Spencer  et  al.     IV,  N.  S.  77. 

If  a  case,  which  ought  to  have  been  brought  in  the  district  court,  is  brought  in  the  court 
of  probates,  where  it  is  dismissed  for  want  of  jurisdiction,  the  district  court,  in  affirm- 
ing the  judgment  of  the  court  of  probates  cannot  pass  on  the  merits  of  the  case. 

THIRD  District. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  suit  originated  in  the  court  of  probates  of  East  Feliciana,  and 
the  object  of  it  was  the  partition  of  the  estate  of  Rebecca  Horton,  the 
ancestor  of  all  the  parties.  But  the  petition  states,  that  the  estate, 
consisting  of  real  and  personal  property,  is  claimed  by  the  defendants, 
under  a  written  conveyance,  which  the  plaintiffs  allege  was  entered 
into  without  any  consideration. 

The  answer  denies  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  of  probates,  and 
avers  title  in  the  defendants. 

The  court  of  probates  sustained  the  plea  to  its  jurisdiction,  and 
dismissed  the  petition.  The  plaintiffs  appealed  to  the  district  court, 
which  affirmed  the  judgment,  and  they  appealed  to  this  court. 

They  rely  on  the  act  of  the  legislature  of  1820,  p.  92,  and  contend 
that  after  the  affirming  the  judgment  of  the  court  of  probates  (if  it 
was  rightfully  affirmed)  the  district  court  being  seised  of  the  case, 
ought  to  have  passed  on  it,  on  the  merits. 

According  to  the  plaintiff's  own  showing,  the  question,  on  which 
this  case  turns,  is  the  insufficiency  of  the  title  under  which  the  defen- 
dants claim.  The  title  is  the  thing  in  dispute.  The  case  was  not, 
therefore,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  of  probates. 

On  the  appeal,  the  district  court  was  first  to  determine  whether 
the  judgment  of  the  court  of  probates  was  correct,  and  if  it  appeared 
so,  to  affirm. 

We  do  not  think  that  in  any  case  the  appellate  court  can  give 
any  other  judgment  than  the  judge  a  quo  could  and  ought  to  have 
given. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Watts  and  Lobdelly  for  the  plaintiffs. 
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Wickner  v.  Croghan.     IV,  N,  S.  79. 

A  payment  when  not  applied  by  the  payor,  mast  be  imputed  to  the  debt  he  had  the 
greatest  interest  to  discharge. 

FIRST  District 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  plaintiff  states  she  sold  the  defendant  a  tract  of  land  in  April, 
1818,  for  8000  dollars,  payable  one-half  on  the  1st  of  January  follow- 
ing, and  one-half  one  year  thereafter;  and,  in  February,  1819,  she 
sold  him  another  tract,  for  18,000  dollars,  payable  by  equal  instal- 
ments, in  March,  1820  and  1821;  that  the  defendant,  at  various 
periods,  paid  several  sums,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  20,641 
dollars  and  42  cents,  with  interest  thereon  down  to  April  4,  1823, 
when  the  parties  came  to  a  settlement,  in  which  they  agreed  that 
5358  dollars  remained  due,  for  which  she  received  two  promissory 
notes,  bearing  interest  at  ten  per  cent,  per  year,  which  remain  un- 
paid. 

On  this  she  procured  a  writ  of  seizure  and  sale,  on  the  first  tract, 
for  the  price  of  which  she  had  retained  a  special  mortgage. 

On  motion  of  the  defendant,  she  was  ruled  to  show  cause  why  the 
order  should  not  be  set  aside;  neither  of  the  notes  being  shown  to 
refer  to  the  price  of  the  tract.  The  rule  was  discharged  and  the 
plaintiff  appealed. 

We  think  the  court  erred.  The  payment  of  the  price  of  the  first 
tract  was  secured  by  a  mortgage;  that  of  the  second  was  not. 

The  payments  made  by  the  defendant,  must  be  first  imputed  to  the 
first  debt,  as  the  one  which  he  had  the  greatest  interest  to  discharge, 
I.  e.y  that  which  was  the  most  burthensome,  being  secured  by  mort- 
gage, which  was  also  the  oldest.     Civil  Code,  290,  art.  196. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  and  that  the 
role  obtained  by  the  defendant  against  the  plaintiff  be  made  absolute; 
and  it  is  further  ordered,  that  she  pay  costs  in  both  courts. 

Cuvillierf  for  the  plaintiff. 

Pierce^  for  the  defendant. 
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Poutz  V.  Louisiana  State  Insurance  Company. 
IV,  N.  S.  80. 

The  march  of  French  troops  into  Spain  in  1 823,  was  an  act  of  war  of  France  against 

Spain. 

FIRST  District 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

The  petitioner  insured  with  the  defendants  a  quantity  of  merchan- 
dise, on  board  the  ship  Adele,  bound  for  Havre,  on  a  premium  of 
twelve  per  cent.,  on  their  estimated  value,  but  subject  to  the  condition 
that  the  insurers  should  return  ten  per  cent^  in  case  no  act  of  war 
took  place  between  France  and  Spain  during  the  voyage. 

The  vessel  reached  Havre,  the  17th  of  April,  1823,  and  on  the  8th 
of  the  same  month  the  French  armies  entered  Spain. 

The  judge  of  the  court  of  the  first  instance,  decided  in  favor  of  the 
defendants.    The  petitioner  appealed. 

We  are  at  a  loss  to  conceive  on  what  grounds  it  was  expected  this 
action  could  be  maintained. 

The  policy  of  insurance  does  not  make  the  return  of  a  part  of  the 
premium  depend  on  a  declaration  of  war y  but  an  act  of  war.     The 
mvasion  of  Spain  by  the  French  armies  was  most  emphatically  the 
latter.     Its  object  was  not  merely  to  make  war  in  the  onlmary  accep- 
tation of  the  term,  but  to  overthrow  the  government  of  the  country. 
It  was  war  against  the  constitutional  and  legitimate  government  of 
Spain,  and  it  must  have  been  in  relation  to  that  government  the 
parties  contracted.    They  did  not  intend  to  make  their  policy  of  in- 
surance depend  on  the  question  who  possessed  dejure  the  sovereign 
authority  of  that  country.    Nor  is  it  a  question  courts  of  justice  can 
decide.    They  can  only  look  to  the  government,  which  is  recognised 
by  their  own.    That  established  in  Spain,  at  the  period  of  the  inva- 
sion by  the  French,  was  considered  by  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  as  representing  the  nation.      An  invasion,  to  destroy  that 
government,  must  be  considered  an  act  of  war  against  the  state  it 
represented;  nor  can  it  change  the  character  of  the  act,  that  the  French 
were  secretly  invited  by  the  king  to  destroy  the  liberties  of  his  country, 
and  restore  him  to  absolute  power;  until  they  succeeded,  they  were 
making  war  against  the  nation,  because  they  were  making  war 
against  the  authorities  constituted  by  that  nation,  and  which  authori- 
ties formed,  at  that  time,  its  government     Had  the  patriots  of  Spain 
succeeded  in  repelling  that  invasion,  and  maintained  the  form  of 
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government  Ihey  had  established,  there  can  be  no  doubt  war  would 
have  existed  between  the  two  countries.  Their  faihire  cannot  change 
the  nature  of  the  act.  It  must  be  tested  by  the  situation  of  the  con- 
tending parties,  at  the  time  the  contest  commenced,  and  while  it 
continued,  and  not  by  their  position  after.  There  was  no  civil  war 
in  Spain,  when  France  invaded  it.  There  was  not  two  parties  con- 
tending by  arms  for  the  government.  There  was  but  one,  that,  which 
the  French  armies  overthrew,  and  until  they  succeeded,  they  warred 
against  the  nation,  because  they  warred  against  those  who  repre- 
sented it.     3  Wheaton,  639. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Grymes  and  Eusiisy  for  the  plaintiff. 

Workman,  for  the  defendants. 


Montillet  v.  Shiflf.     IV,  N-  S.  83. 

If  a  bet  be  made  on  Uie  election  of  governor  of  Loaieiana,  to  he  determined  by  the  return 
of  all  the  parishes  in  the  state,  and  two  parishes  make  no  return,  the  bet  is  drawn. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  is  a  sfiit  brought  by  the  depositor  against  the  depositee,  or 
stakeholder  of  1000  dollars,  which  he  alleges  were  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  latter,  without  stating  for  what  purpose;  but  claims  a 
right  to  recover  back  the  amount.  The  answer  of  the  defendant 
admits  the  deposit,  states  the  cause  of  it,  being  a  wager  between  the 
plaintiff  and  one  Hamlet,  depending  on  the  respective  number  of  votes 
that  J.  Viller6  and  B.  Marigny,  should  obtain  from  the  people  of 
the  state,  as  candidates  in  opposition  for  the  office  of  governor,  at 
the  election;  Hamlet  betted  on  Viller6  and  the  plaintiff  on  Marigny; 
and  that  the  bet  being  determined  by  the  returns  of  the  votes  to  the 
legislature  in  favor  of  the  former,  he  paid  to  him  the  amount  thereof, 
in  pursuance  of  the  deposit. 

The  defendant  obtained  judgment,  in  the  court  below,  from  which 
the  plaintiff  appealed. 

The  appellant,  by  his  counsel  contends,  that  according  to  the  terms 
of  the  wager  (which  was  reduced  to  writing,)  it  has  not  been  decided; 
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and  from  accidents,  not  within  the  control  of  either  of  the  parties, 
never  can  be  determined:  and  that  consequently  the  aleatory  contract 
has  become  null  and  void,  or,  in  wagering  language,  it  stands  as  a 
drawn  bet,  and  each  party  has  a  right  to  withdraw  his  stake.    The 
correctness  of  these  propositions,  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  depends 
much  on  the  true  meaning  of  the  last  stipulation  in  the  contract    If 
it  must  be  so  construed,  as  to  show  clearly  the  intention  of  the  parties 
was,  not  to  submit  to  any  other  calculation  of  the  amount  of  votes, 
which  each  canditate  obtained  from  the  people,  but  that  which  should 
be  made  according  to  the  official  returns,  from  the  whole  state,  we 
are  of  opinion  that  the  appellant  ought  to  succeed  in  his  action, 
because  the  statement  of  facts  shows  that  no  returns  were  made  from 
two  of  the  parishes  of  the  state.    The  agreement  is  written  in  the 
French  language,  and  that  clause  of  it,  on  which  the  rights  of  the 
parties  mainly  rest,  is  expressed    in   the  following   terms:  ^^Bien 
entendu  que  cela  s*entendra  dans  tout  PetatyCtd^apres  les  rapports 
qui  seront  faits.^^    In  the  construction  or  interpretation  of  laws,  or 
contracts,  a  primary  rule  is,  that  effect,  if  possible,  should  be  given  to 
the  whole  context,  and  that  every  provision  should  be  enforced  to 
the  full  extent,  unless  such  interpretation  would  lead  to  absurdity 
and  nonsense. 

In  the  present  case,  the  parties  made  their  bet  on  the  number  of 
votes,  which  should  be  given  to  the  two  candidates  throughout  the 
whole  extent  of  the  state,  according  to  the  official  returns.  But  offi- 
cial returns  were  not  made  from  all  the  election  districts,  and  there- 
fore the  bet  was  not  and  could  not  be  determined,  unless  we  suffer 
the  latter  part  of  the  clause  of  the  contract,  so  to  control  the  first 
as  to  render  it  null  and  of  no  effect,  and  subject  the  bet  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  returns  actually  made.  This  we  think  would  violate 
all  rules  of  fair  construction.  The  returns,  which  were  made  in  con- 
formity with  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  state,  were  sufficient  to 
place  Mr.  Viller6  on  the  list  of  those,  who  were  to  be  finally  voted 
for  by  the  legislature,  and  he  might  have  been  made  governor  of  the 
state. 

But  from  the  whole  contract  between  the  parties  to  the  present 
suit,  in  relation  to  their  bet,  it  is  clearly  seen  that  they  did  not  choose 
to  subject  its  decision  to  the  same  accidents,  in  the  official  returns, 
which  must  have  exhibited  either  one  or  other  of  the  candidates  to 
the  legislature,  as'^having  the  greatest  number  of  votes.     Their  wager 
has  not  yet  been  determined,  and  the  stakeholder  has  paid  it  over  in 
error.     Whether  it  may  yet  be  decided  is  questionable;  but  it  is  a 
question  not  required  to  be  settled  in  the  present  case.     Before  con- 
cluding it  is,  however,  proper  for  us  to  state,  that  the  plaintiff  is  not  in 
the  situation  of  a  loser,  who  has  voluntarily  paid;  on  the  contrary,  the 
money  has  been  delivered  to  the  supposed  winner,  by  the  stakeholder, 
contrary  to  the  will  and  intention  of  the  appellant:  consequently  the 
appellee  cannot  with  any  propriety  or  justice  invoke  that  part  of  the 
Code  which  refuses  an  action  to  a  person,  who  has  lost  and   paid 
money  on  an  illegal  bet. 
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It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  parish  court  be  avoided,  reversed  and  annulled;  and  it  is  further 
ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  plaintiff  and  appellant  do 
recover  from  the  defendant  and  appellee,  1000  dollars,  with  interest 
at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent,  per  annum  from  the  judicial  demand,  and 
costs  in  both  courts. 

DenniSy  for  the  plaintiff. 

tGrymeSj  for  the  defendant 


Louisiana  Bank  v.  EUery.     IV,  N.  S.  87. 

FIRST  District 

HtldyMzxk  attorney  in  fact  has  no  special  power  to  receive  notice, 
the  notice  of  a  protest  cannot  be  properly  given  hioL 


Richards  et  al.  v.  Morgan.     IV,  N,  S.  89. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

No  appeal  lies  from  a  judgment  given  against  a  sheriff,  on  account 
ofhis  having  taken  insufficient  bail  when  less  than  300  dollars  is 
claimed  from  him,  although  more  was  demanded  from  the  defendant 
in  the  original  suit 
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Dubreuil  v.  Soulie.     IV,  N-  S.  91- 

THIRD  District. 

If  the  party  who,  on  a  Ji.  /a.  points  out  property  as  belonging  to 
the  defendant,  and  becomes  the  last  bidder,  he  cannot  have  an  injunc- 
tion, on  the  ground  that  the  property  belonged  to  another,  and  so  he 
acquired  no  title. 


Dubreuil  v.  Soulie.     IV,  N.  S-  93. 

THIRD  District 

The  sheriff's  vendee  cannot  have  an  injunction  because  his  deed 
is  not  in  the  form  prescribed  by  law. 
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EASTERN  DISTRICT,  DECEMBER  TERM,  1 825.* 


Mark  v.  Bowers.     IV,  N.  S.  95. 

If  goods  are  sent  to  commission  merchants,  and  Ihey  hand  them  over  to  a  third  person 

for  sale  withoat  the  order  of  the  principal,  they  are  responsible. 
No?atioD  mast  be  expressed,  or  clearly  established. 

FIRST  District. 

PoKTER,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  action  was  brought  against  the  defendant  as  one  of  the  part- 
ners of  the  late  firm  of  Talcott  &  Bowers,  and  his  responsibility  is 
alleged  to  have  arisen  from  a  consignment  of  whiskey  made  to  the 
firm,  and  sold  by  Talcott  after  the  dissolution  of  the  partnership,  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duty  of  liquidator  of  the  affairs  of  the  firm. 

The  answer  admits  the  partnership,  the  receipt  of  the  property  by 
Talcott,  and  its  sale  as  alleged  in  the  petition;  but  denies  that  the 
defendant  is  liable,  because  the  plaintiflf  was  informed  of  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  firm,  and  of  his  property  being  placed  in  the  hands  of  Tal- 
cott, and  that,  with  a  knowledge  of  this  fact,  he  recognised  him  as 
his,  the  plaintiflf 's  agent,  and  considered  him  alone  as  his  debtor. 

There  is  a  further  plea  that  the  plaintiff  suffered  Talcott  to  retain 

*  There  were  no  cases  decided  in  the  Western  District  this  year,  in  consequence  of 
the  iodisposition  of  two  of  the  judges. 

Vol.  III.— 21 
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the  money  in  his  hands  until  he  failed,  viz:  for  the  space  of  eighteen 
months,  and  also  that  he  gave  directions  to  Talcott  alone,  and  in  his 
individual  capacity,  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  funds  proceeding  from 
the  sale. 

The  partnership  was  dissolved  on  the  28th  of  January,  1822,  and 
in  the  notice  of  the  dissolution,  it  was  stated  that  Talcott  was  fully 
authorised  to  settle  the  affairs  of  the  concern. 

A  copy  of  this  notice  was  inclosed  to  the  plaintiff  by  Talcott,  who 
stated  that  he  should,  in  future,  transact  business  in  his  own  name. 
And  on  the  same  day  he  writes  to  plaintiff  another  letter,  that  the 
late  firm  of  Talcott  &  Bowers  had  received,  a  few  days  since,  twenty- 
nine  barrels  of  whiskey  on  his  account,  and  that  he,  Talcott,  liad 
made  sales  of  it  at  thirty  cents. 

There  was  another  lot  of  whiskey  which  did  not  reach  the  hands  of 
Talcott  until  the  7th  of  March,  but  both  parcels  were  shipped  before 
notice  of  the  dissolution  of  the  partnership  reached  the  plaintiff. 

On  these  facts,  two  questions  of  law  arise: 

1.  Whether  the  firm  of  Talcott  &  Bowwrs,  was  responsible  to  the 
plaintiff? 

2.  And  if  it  was,  has  that  responsibility  been  released  or  dis- 
charged ? 

I.  The  goods  being  shipped  to  Talcott  &  Bowers,  before  notice  of 
the  dissolution  of  the  partnership  was  received  by  the  plaintiff,  we 
think  there  can  be  no  doubt,  it  was  their  duty  to  sell  them  as  directed, 
or  hold  them  subject  to  any  ulterior  disposition  the  plaintiff  might 
make  of  them.  And  it  is  very  clear  to  us,  that  if  they  sold  them, 
either  through  the  agency  of  a  member  of  the  firm,  or  by  that  of  a 
third  person,  before  they  received  directions  so  to  do,  they  were  re- 
sponsible to  the  same  extent  as  if  they  had  made  the  sales  themselves. 
The  confidence  reposed  was  personal,  and  the  principal  had  the  right 
to  designate  his  own  agents,  in  case  those  he  selected  in  the  first  in- 
stance were  unable  to  act. 

II.  The  responsibility  being  thus  in  our  opinion  once  fixed,  the 
remaining  question  is,  has  it  been  discharged,  or  in  other  words,  has 
novation  taken  place  ?  This  point  is  still  clearer  than  that  just  decided. 
Nothing  in  the  record  enables  us  to  decide,  the  plaintiff  ever  intended 
to  release  the  partnership  from  their  responsibility.  The  expressions 
used  in  his  letter,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  account  sales,  if 
taken  alone,  would  raise  a  presumption  of  that  kind;  but  that  pre- 
sumption is  much  weakened  by  the  fact  of  Talcott  being  charged 
with  the  settlement  of  the  partnership  affairs,  and  the  evidence  leav- 
ing it  quite  doubtful  whether  the  plaintiff  corresponded  with  him  in 
that  capacity,  or  in  his  individual  character.  Admitting,  however, 
the  inference  to  be  that  it  was  in  the  latter,  it  does  not  enable  us  to 
say  there  was  novation,  for  that  must  be  express,  or  so  clearly  result 
from  the  proof,  that  not  a  doubt  can  exist  in  regard  to  it.  Civil  Code, 
296,  174;  9  Martin^  268;  Ibid.  N.  S.  144. 
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It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 
Strawbridgey  for  the  plaintiff. 
Pierce,  for  the  defendant. 


Moosa  V.  AUain.     IV,  N.  S.  99. 

FOURTH  District. 

Decided,  where  a  slave  is  directed  by  the  will  of  the  master  to  be 
set  free,  the  purchaser  of  him  before  the  time  arrives,  has  a  right  to 
the  slave's  labor  wherever  he  chooses  to  have  it  performed:  Qusere, 
whether  he  may  carry  him  out  of  this  state?  Perhaps,  the  slave  may 
be  allowed  the  aid  of  the  magistrate,  in  case  of  an  evident  attempt  to 
transport  him  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  state,  in  order  to  frustrate 
his  hope  of  emancipation,  under  the  will  and  sale,  by  compelling  the 
purchaser  to  give  security  for  the  forthcoming  of  the  slave,  in  due 
time,  01  otherwise. 

In  the  present  case  there  is  no  evidence  of  even  an  intention  of 
the  defendant,  Leblanc,  to  transport  the  plaintiff. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Davezacj  for  the  plaintiff. 

EusiiSy  for  the  defendant. 


Goodwin  v.  Chesneau  et  al.     IV,  N.  S.  103. 

COURT  of  Probates  of  New  Orleans. 

He/dy  a  party  who  has  made  a  cession  of  his  goods  loses  the 
capacity  to  stand  in  judgment. 
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EASTERN  DISTRICT,  JANUARY  TERM,  1826. 


Findlej  v.  Breedlove,  Bradford  &  Robeson. 
IV,N.  S.  105. 

Tho  party  in  whom  the  legal  title  is  vested,  has  the  right  to  sue. 

Partnership  debts  cannot  bo  compensated  by  a  demand  against  an  individual  member  of 

the  firm. 
Damages  on  the  warranty  of  goods  sold,  is  not  confined  to  the  price  of  them. 
When  the  agent  exceeds  his  authority,  the  principal  may  set  the  contract  aside,  but  he 

cannot  enforce  it,  according  to  his  instructions  to  the  agent 

FIRST  District. 

Porter,  I.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  action  was  commenced  to  recover  the  amount  of  three  several 
bills  of  exchange,  drawn  by  the  house  of  William  Greene  &  Co.,  of 
Cincinnati,  on  the  defendants,  and  accepted  by  them. 

These  bills  appear  to  have  been  for  the  balance  due  for  a  steam 
engine  furnished  by  the  drawers,  to  the  present  defendants;  and,  it 
being  admitted  that  the  plaintiff  is  a  partner  in  the  house  of  William 
Greene  &  Co.,  the  same  defence  has  been  made,  and  received  with- 
out opposition  to  the  payment  of  these  drafts,  as  could  have  been 
offered  against  the  firm  who  drew  them. 

This  defence  consists  mainly  in  an  allegation,  that  there  was  a 
failure  of  consideration  for  the  bills;  that  the  ilefendants  never  re- 
ceived value  for  them;  that  the  engine  made  by  Greene  &  Co.  for 
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the  Steamboat  Tennessee,  was  warranted  by  them  to  be  of  good 
workmanship,  but  that  the  same  was  defective  and  imperfect,  and 
that  the  defendants  were  put  to  great  trouble  and  expense  to  re- 
pair it. 

To  this  defence  against  the  plaintifPs  right  of  recovery,  the  defen- 
dantSy  in  a  supplemental  answer,  afterwards  added  a  demand  in 
reconvention,  grounded  on  the  damages  they  allege  they  sustained 
by  the  defective  engine  put  on  board  the  boat  by  the  house  of  Greene 
&Co. 

The  judgment  of  the  inferior  court  was  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff,  and 
the  defendants  appealed. 

The  record  comes  up  loaded  with  a  mass  of  testimony,  taken 
by  the  parties  in  support  of  their  respective  allegations:  before  we 
can  approach  it,  several  important  questions  of  law  have  to  be  dis- 
posed of. 

The  first  presented  by  the  pleadings  is,  the  plaintiff's  right  to  sue. 
The  answer  alleges  that  Findley  gave  no  valuable  consideration,  for 
the  drafts,  and  that  he  is  a  partner  in  the  house  of  Greene  &  Co. 
This  point  has  been  more  than  once  made  in  this  court,  and  always 
without  success.  The  person,  who  on  the  face  of  the  bill  has  the 
legal  title  to  receive  its  contents,  has  the  right  to  sue  for  them. 
Whether  there  be,  or  not,  other  persons  who  have  an  equitable 
interest  to  the  proceeds,  is  a  question  with  which  the  defendant  has 
nothing  to  do,  unless  the  assignment  is  made  to  deprive  him  of  a 
defence  which  he  would  have  had  against  the  person  who  transferred 
it.  In  the  instance  before  us,  nothing  of  that  kind  appears,  and  the 
appellants  have  had  the  benefit  of  every  objection  which  they  could 
have  made,  had  the  persons  from  whom  the  original  consideration 
moved,  sued  them.  See  the  cases  of  Banks  v,  Eastin,  3  N.  S.  291; 
and  Shaw  ef  al.  v.  ITiompson,  Jbid.  392. 

The  next  comes  from  the  plaintiff,  and  contests  the  right  of  the  de- 
fendants to  plead  in  reconvention,  because  the  agreement  for  an 
engine  under  which  the  claim  for  damages  is  made,  was  originally 
entered  into  with  the  defendants,  and  Robertson  &  Hill  of  Nashville. 
On  this  head  we  have  been  referred  to  Toullier^  VoL  7,  in  the  chap- 
ter  in  which  he  treats  of  compensation  and  reconvention.  This  author 
lays  down  the  general  principle,  that  debts  which  are  offered  in  com- 
pensation must  be  personal,  and  that  partnership  debts  cannot  be 
compensated  by  demands  against  an  individual  member  of  the  firm. 
This  doctrine  is  recognised  by  the  court  as  sound,  but  its  application 
against  the  defendants,  in  the  present  case,  we  are  unable  to  admit. 
Supposing  the  parties  here,  to  be  all  bound  in  solido;  the  defendants 
and  Robertson  &  Hill,  who  purchased,  and  the  plaintifls,  who  sold; 
if  the  defendants  now  before  the  court,  are  selected  as  those  from 
whom  the  whole  amount  of  the  engine  is  to  be  paid,  they  should 
certainly  have  the  right,  in  the  hypothesis  just  put,  of  their  being  re- 
sponsible in  solido f  to  offer  the  whole  claim  which  belongs  to  the  firm 
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as  a  defence.     This  is  not  pleading  private  debts  against  a  partnership 
demand,  but  partnership  debts  against  partnership  claims. 

But  admitting  the  responsibility  of  the  defendants  to  be  limited  to 
their  virile  share,  they  have  the  right  to  set  up  the  same  proportion 
of  their  interest  in  the  engine  in  reconvention.  Were  it  otherwise, 
the  plaintiffs  by  suing  them  separately,  could  totally  defeat  a  right 
which  it  is  not  denied  they  might  exercise  collectively. 

This  brings  us  to  the  most  important  point  in  the  cause.  The 
plaintiff  contends  that  all  claims  which  the  defendants  had  against  the 
house  of  Green  &  Co.,  in  consequence  of  the  defective  engine  origi- 
nally put  on  board  the  Tennessee  steamboat,  were  settled  finally  by 
the  parties  in  the  year  1820. 

This  is  entirely  a  question  of  fact,  unle^  the  position  assumed  by 
one  of  the  plaintiff's  counsel  be  correct;  namely,  that  the  warranty 
of  the  makers  of  the  engine  only  extended  to  replacing  those  parts 
which  were  ascertained  to  be  defective. 

The  contract  for  the  purchase  of  the  engine,  contains  an  engage- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  makers;  "  That  the  engine  and  all  the  ma- 
chinery, necessarily  connected  therewith,  shall  be  of  a  good  quality; 
that  it  shall  be  executed  in  a  complete  workmanlike  manner;  that 
when  completed  and  put  on  board,  it  shall  propel  a  boat  as  fast  as 
the  average  of  ten  of  the  swiftest  running  boats  which  are  running  on 
the  western  waters." 

There  is  nothing  in  this  warranty  that  limits  the  responsibility  of 
the  sellers  to  the  value  of  the  machinery  which  should  prove  defective 
and  the  law  extends  the  obligation  much  further.  Damages  are  the 
loss  which  a  person  has  sustained,  or  the  gain  which  he  has  missed: 
such  is  the  definition  of  the  Roman  jurists,  "  quantum  mea  interjuit 
id  est  quantum  mihi  abest,  quantumque  tucrari  potui.  Dig.  46, 
tit.  8,  /.  13.  In  practice,  this  right  is  restrained  to  such  injury  or 
damage  as  is  the  direct  and  immediate  consequence  of  the  failure  of 
the  contract.  The  writers  on  the  civil  law,  illustrate  this  rule  by 
many  examples  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  notice.  We  think  that, 
where  the  owner  of  a  boat  contracts  for  an  engine,  and  loses  the  use 
of  her  for  several  months  in  consequence  of  defects  in  the  naachinery, 
the  money  actually  expended,  and  the  loss  of  gain  directly  result- 
,  ing  from  these  defects,  come  within  the  definition  just  given.  Po- 
Mier,  Train  des  Ob.  162,  163, 165;  Toultier,  Droit  Civil  Franpais^ 
liv.  Sjtit.  3,  chap.  3,  nos.  286,  287;  Do7nat^  liv.  3,  tit.  5y  sect.  2; 
nos.  4  and  1 1;  Civil  Code,  49,  50, 51,  p.  268. 

Whether  there  was  not  a  waiver  of  these  damages  by  an  acceptance 
of  machinery  to  replace  that  part  which  was  proved  defective,  is,  as 
we  have  already  stated,  the  most  important  question  in  the  cause; 
our  opinion  on  it  will  be  best  understood,  by  stating  somewhat  in 
detail,  the  evidence  by  which  it  is  contended,  this  accord  and  satisfac- 
tion is  established. 

The  most  important  testimony  in  support  of  the  plaintiff's  preten- 
sions on  this  point,  and  that  on  which  the  judge  below  decided  the 
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cause,  is  contained  in  the  deposition  of  one  Anthony  Defr6es,  a  clerk 
of  the  plaintiff.  This  witness  states,  that  Breedlove,  Bradford  & 
Robeson,  owners  of  the  steamboat  Tennessee,  sent  their  engineer 
Grigg,to  Cincinnati,  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  their  claim  to  dama- 
ges, for  the  defective  engine  originally  put  on  board  by  Greene  &  Co. 
That  deponent  saw  a  letter  of  instniction  from  the  defendants  to  Grigg, 
by  which  they  authorised  him  to  claim  from  Greene  &  Co.,  such 
articles  as  he  conceived  to  be  deficient  in  the  engine,  and  to  receive 
them  in  full  satisfaction  of  their  claim  for  damages.  That  accordingly 
all  the  articles  required  by  him  were  furnished,  amounting  to  1250 
dollars,  and  that  they  were  delivered  and  accepted,  on  the  express 
agreement,  that  the  same  should  be  in  full  satisfaction  for  all  claims 
against  Greene  &  Co.  for  damages. 

Other  witnesses  testify,  that  they  heard  Grigg  say  he  had  such  a 
letter  as  that  stated  by  Defrtes,  and  that  he  had  received  the  articles 
mentioned,  in  full  satisfaction  of  the  defendants'  claim. 

This  testimony  has  been  objected  to,  because  the  loss  of  the  letter 
is  not  sufficiently  accounted  for,  to  authorise  the  introduction  of  parol 
evidence. 

This  objection,  it  appears  to  us, cannot  be  supported.  The  writing 
never  was  in  the  possession  of  the  plaintiff;  it  remained  in  the  hands 
of  the  defendants'  agent,  and  diligent  search  appears  to  have  been 
made  for  it  among  his  papers,  since  his  death. 

There  is  much  more  difficulty  in  the  other  ground  taken,  that  the 
witness  has  not  stated  what  is  true,  or  that  he  is  mistaken  ift  his  re- 
collection of  the  facts  to  which  he  testifies.  After  due  and  careful 
examination  of  the  different  proofs  which  the  record  exhibits,  we  feel 
it  impossible  to  reconcile  the  witness's  testimony  with  the  written 
evidence,  and  that  evidence  too,  introduced  by  the  plaintiff  himself. 

Giving  that  testimony,  however,  credit  as  far  as  it  goes,  until  met 
by  the  written  documents,  and  supposing  it  true  that  Grigg  did  go 
up  with  authority  from  Breedlove,  Bradford  &  Robeson,  to  select 
machinery,  and  release  Greene  &  Co.  from  all  further  responsibility 
for  damages,  it  is  clear  to  us  that  they  did  not  conceive  him  authorised, 
to  make  such  an  agreement,  and  that  if  they  did,  they  did  not  close 
with  his  proposals,  if  any  such  were  made.  This  we  think  manifest 
from  the  following  receipt,  taken  at  the  time  the  articles  were  delivered. 

«  Received  of  Wm.  Greene  &  Co.,  in  good  order,  the  several  articles 
specified  in  the  foregoing  bill,  for  Messrs.  Breedlove,  Bradford  & 
Robeson,  which  I  engage  to  deliver  to  them,  the  dangers  of  the  river 
only  excepted.  Provided  they  have  paid,  or  shall  pay,  their  accep- 
tances of  William  Greene  &  Go's,  draft  for  1532  dollars,  due  on  or 
about  the  28th  of  September  last,  and  shall  pay  or  give  new  accep- 
tances at  60  and  90  days,  for  the  amount  due  on  two  other  acceptances 
of  theirs  in  favor  of  the  said  William  Greene  &  Co.  which  have  been 
returned  from  New  Orleans  under  protest;  a  statement  of  which 
amoant  they  have  been  furnished  with — ^provided  the  articles  shall 
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not  be  received  by  the  above  named  firm,  they  are  to  be  deposited 
with  Messrs.  Thomas  F.  Townsiey  &  Co.  at  New  Orleans. 

(Signed,)  E.  Griggs." 

Now  so  far  from  this  receipt  supporting  the  statement  of  the  wit- 
ness, that  these  articles  were  delivered  to  Grigg,  as  agent  for  Breed- 
love,  Bradford  &  Robeson,  and  received  by  him  in  full  satisfaction  of 
their  claim  against  Greene  &  Co.,  the  very  reverse  is  established  by 
it.  It  shows  that  these  articles  were  not  received  as  the  property  of 
Breedlove,  Bradford  &  Robeson,  but  as  that  of  Greene  &  Co.  The 
person  receiving,  engages  not  to  deliver  them,  unless  the  former 
accede  to  certain  conditions;  and  he  promises  to  hand  them  over  to 
another  house  in  case  these  conditions  are  not  complied  with.  It 
is  clear  then  that  neither  Greene  &  Co.  nor  Grigg,  considered  any 
thing  settled  by  the  delivery  of  these  articles.  The  authority  of  the 
latter  was  either  not  recognised,  or  if  it  was,  he  and  Greene  &  Co. 
eould  not  agree  on  the  terms.  The  words  of  the  receipt  establish, 
that  Grigg  was  constituted  by  Greene  &  Co.,  their  agents  to  make 
propositions,  to  the  defendants,  and  that  if  they  accept  them,  lie  was 
to  deliver  the  machinery,  if  not,  he  was  to  hand  it  over  to  Thomas 
F.  Townsiey  &  Co. 

That  he  acted  incautiously,  or  not  in  good  faith,  in  delivering  the 
articles  in  question,  without  obtaining  a  compliance  of  these  conditions, 
on  which  he  was  authorised  to  deliver  them,  there  can  be  no  doubt: 
what  effect  the  receipt  of  them  should  have  on  the  defendants'  claim, 
is  the  next  point  to  which  our  attention  must  be  directed. 

It  is  one  of  no  difficulty.  When  the  agent  exceeds  his  authority, 
and  the  party  dealing  with  him  knows  that  he  does  so,  the  contract 
is  void,  and  the  principal  can  set  it  aside;  but  he  cannot  claim,  it 
should  be  enforced  according  to  the  instructions  given  to  his  attorney 
in  fact,  for  the  assent  of  the  other  party  is  wanting  to  the  agreement 

In  the  present  case,  there  is  no  proof  that  Grigg  ever  communicated 
to  the  defendants  the  conditions  on  which  he  was  authorised  to  deliver 
the  machinery.  Admitting  the  presumption  to  be  that  he  did,  the 
bringing  this  action  on  the  old  bills,  is  sufficient  evidence  these  con- 
ditions were  not  acceded  to. 

On  the  whole,  we  are  satisfied  the  defendants  have  not  in  law, lost 
their  right  to  set  up  a  claim,  which  appears  to  us  supported  by  the 
strongest  equity. 

The  cause  must  be  remanded  in  order  tliat  the  damages  be  ascer- 
tained.   2  Martin's  Dig,  10. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  it  is  fur- 
ther ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  cause  be  remanded  for 
a  new  trial,  and  that  the  appellee  pay  the  costs  of  the  appeal. 

Whittelsey^  for  the  plaintiff*. 

M  Caleb  J  for  the  defendants. 
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Morgan  v.  Furst  et  al    IV,  N.  S.  116. 

FIRST  District. 

If  property  attached,  be  released  on  bond,  they  who  give  the  bond 
cannot  afterwards  plead  that  the  sheriff  had  no  right  in  the  goods. 
In  whatever  way  a  man  appears  to  bind  himself  he  is  bound. 


Copell  V.  Dalton.     IV,  N.  S.  123. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

In  this  case,  the  curator  of  one  Whiting^s  succession  sued  to  recover 
a  slave  as  having  been  the  property  of  Whiting.  Defendant  pleaded 
title  in  himself  derived  from  Whiting  through  an  agent  of  his;  also 
title  from  the  agent,  Cleveland,  himself,  as  equitable  owner  of  the 
slave.  The  court  found  that  this  agent  had  lost  his  authority  to  sell 
for  Whiting,  by  W.'s  death  before  the  sale.  To  prove  the  equitable 
right  of  Cleveland  while  the  title  was  in  Whiting,  parol  proof  was 
introduced.  The  Court  said:  parol  proof  cannot  be  legally  admitted 
to  prove  the  alleged  simulation  of  the  act  of  sale  to  Whiting.  See 
2  N.  S.  452;  Ibid.  13.    Judgment  for  plaintiff. 
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Laporte  v.  Landry.     IV,  N.  S.  125. 

SECOND  District. 

Held,  a  certificate  of  protest  is  bad,  if  it  states  that  notice  was  put 
into  "  the  post-office/'  without  saying  into  what  post-office.  The 
statute  under  which  the  right  of  establishing  the  responsibility  of 
endorsers  by  the  certificate  of  a  notary  public  is  claimed,  makes  a 
great  change  in  the  rules  of  evidence;  and  those  who  claim  the  benefit 
of  it  must  take  care,  and  bring  themselves  strictly  within  its  provi- 
sions.   Acts  of  1821,  44;  Fougard  v,  Tourregard,  3  N.  S.  464. 

Held,  that  waiver  of  notice  must  be  express  and  cannot  be  inferred. 
Chitty  on  Bills,  ed.  1821,  309;  5  Johns.  375;  12  Ibid.  423. 


Richardson  v.  Debruys  &  Longer.     IV,  N.  S.  1 27. 

FIRST  District. 

This  was  chiefly  a  case  of  practice.    The  Court  say: 

The  first  points  to  which  our  attention  has  been  directed,  are  pre- 
sented by  bills  of  exceptions. 

On  the  day  the  cause  stood  for  trial,  the  19th  of  April,  one  of  the 
defendants  filed  an  affidavit  for  a  continuance,  which  stated  that  on 
the  2 1st  of  March,  then  last  past,  he  had  forwarded  a  commission  to 
Woodville,  in  the  state  of  Mississippi,  which  was  not  returned.  The 
affidavit  contained  the  usual  averments,  that  the  testimony  expected 
under  this  commission,  was  material,  that  it  was  expected  daily,  and 
that  the  application  was  not  made  for  delay. 

The  cause  had  been  at  issue  three  years,  when  this  application  was 
made,  and  under  all  the  circumstances,  we  are  unable  to  say  the  court 
below  acted  erroneously,  in  refusing  it.  No  explanation  is  furnished, 
why  the  defendants  delayed  so  long  in  procuring  testimony,  which 
might  have  been  so  easily  had  at  an  earlier  period. 

They  renewed  the  application  on  another  affidavit,  that  they  could 
not  go  safely  to  trial  without  the  benefit  of  the  testimony  of  Benoit, 
their  co-defendant.    But  the  judge  most  correctly  refused  it;  for,  even 
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admitting  the  witness  was  competent,  the  affidavit  neither  states  that 
due  diligence  had  been  used  to  procure  his  attendance;  that  the  appli- 
cation was  not  made  for  delay,  nor  that  the  defendants  expected  to 
get  his  testimony  at  any  other  time.  See  the  cases  of  Lafon's  Ex'rs 
V.  Gravier  et  aL,  1  N.  S.  245,  and  Allard  et  al.  v.  Lobau,  3  N.  S, 
295. 

The  third  and  last  bill  of  exceptions,  was  taken  to  the  opinion  of 
the  judge  permitting  the  plaintiff  to  examine  a  witness  after  the  par- 
ties had  closed  their  evidence,  and  the  defendant's  counsel  had  opened 
his  defence,  by  reading  his  answer  to  the  jury.  The  witness  exam- 
ined, had  been  summoned,  and  attached  at  the  instance  of  the  defen- 
dants, and  came  into  court  after  the  other  testimony  in  the  cause  had 
been  heard. 

We  think  the  judge  exercised  his  discretion  soundly  in  admitting 
the  witness.  No  general  rule  can  be  established  in  regard  to  matters 
of  this  kind;  much  must  depend  on  the  particular  circumstances  of 
the  case. 

Heldy  also,  that  whosoever  holds  himself  out  to  the  world  as 
partner  in  a  commercial  firm  cannot  be  permitted  to  escape  from  the 
responsibility  he  has  incurred  by  that  declaration,  though  he  be  not 
in  fact  a  partner. 


Randall  v.  Bayon*     IV,  N.  S*  132. 

SECOND  District. 

Applications  for  new  trials  are  addressed  to  the  sound  discretion 
of  the  court  below. 
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Davis  et  ah  v.  Taylor.     IV,  N.  S.  134- 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

Heidy  if  A  recover  money  for  the  use  of  B,  it  cannot  be  attached  as 
the  funds  of  A. 


Litchworth  et  al.  v.  Bartells  et  ah     IV,  N.  S.  136- 

EIGHTH  District. 

This  was  an  action  of  trespass  relating  to  land  in  which  the  respec- 
tive titles  of  the  parties  were  brought  into  view.  The  defendants 
offered  in  evidence  a  survey  of  part  of  the  disputed  premises,  alleged  to 
have  been  made  by  the  authority  of  the  Spanish  government  as  then 
exercised  in  Louisiana.  The  plat  is  certined  by  Carlos  Trudeau,  the 
surveyor-general  of  the  province,  as  having  been  executed  by  one  of 
his  deputies  since  the  change  of  government,  and  the  opening  of  the 
land-office  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States;  this  plan  of  sur- 
vey was  regularly  registered,  and  a  certificate  obtained  from  the 
commissioners  in  favor  of  the  person  claiming  under  it.  They  have, 
therefore,  for  and  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  recognised  it  as 
evidence  of  title  and  in  strict  conformity  with  the  act  of  Congress,  3d 
March,  1819.  The  legal  effect  it  may  have  in  opposition  to  plain- 
tiff's evidence  of  title,  remains  to  be  considered  after  its  introduction. 
Meanwhile,  it  is  considered  that  the  court  below  erred  in  rejecting 
this  plat  when  offered  in  evidence:  cause  remanded  with  instructions 
to  admit  the  plat  offered  by  defendants  in  evidence. 

In  petition  plaintiff  claims  for  a  trespass,  founding  his  right  to  main- 
tain that  action  on  his  actual  possession,  legal  and  peaceable.  He 
was  allowed  to  file  a  supplemental  petition,  setting  forth  the  manner 
of  possession  and  title  under  which  he  holds. 

Held^  it  was  not  error  in  the  judge  d,  quo  to  permit  the  filing  of 
this:  it  did  not  change  the  substance  of  the  demand. 
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Le  Breton  v.  Morgan.     IV,  N.  S.  138. 

A  law  impoeiDg  a  tax  on  a  particular  parish,  the  object  of  which  ia  the  payment  of  m 

debt  doe  by  the  atate,  is  not  unconstitutional. 
The  judiciary  possess  the  power  to  declare  laws,  contrary  to  the  constitution,  Toid. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

PoRTBB,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 
This  suit  commenced  by  an  application  for  an  injunction  to  pro- 
hibit the  defendant,  sheriff  of  the  parish  of  New  Orleans,  from  sell- 
ing a  slave  of  the  plaintiff's,  which  he  had  seized  for  the  payment  of 
taxes,  alleged  to  be  due  to  the  state. 

As  the  petition  not  only  states  the  facts  on  which  this  application , 
was  made,  but  contains,  in  a  condensed  form,  the  strongest  grounds 
by  which  it  was  supported  on  the  argument,  we  deem  it  proper  to 
set  it  out  as  written. 

"Your  petitioner  represents  that  part  of  the  taxes,  viz.,  the  addi- 
tional tax  imposed  by  the  treasurer  of  the  state,  on  the  inhabitants  of 
the  parish  of  Orleans,  by  virtue  of,  and  in  compliance  with  an  act, 
entitled,  *  An  act  to  grant  relief  to  Lucy  B.  Holland,  widow  of  Fran- 
cis Holland,  deceased,'  passed  on  the  18th  of  March,  1820,  has  been 
imposed  on  the  said  parish  to  procure  the  reimbursement  of  certain 
expenses,  incurred  by  the  governor  of  the  state  for  certain  works, 
which,  without  any  authority  to  that  effect,  he  had  ordered  to  be 
done,  to  stop  a  crevasse  which  had  broken  in,  on  the  plantation  of 
Barthelemy  Macarty,  in  the  said  parish,  in  the  spring  of  the  year 
1816;  which  work,  independent  of  being  ordered  by  a  person  who 
was  not  invested  by  law  with  any  power  to  that  purpose,  was  ill- 
judged,  extravagant  and  turned  to  be  of  no  utility  to  the  parish;  that, 
the  law  thus  awarding  the  payment  of  such  expenses,  to  be  made  by 
a  particular  portion  of  the  community  is  an  ex  post  facto  law,  and 
an  encroachment  upon  the  rights  of  another  branch  of  the  govern- 
ment: viz.,  the  judiciary  whose  province  it  was  to  decide  if  the  indi- 
vidual who  had,  without  any  authorisation,  incurred  these  expenses 
was  entitled  to  a  reimbursement  of  them,  and  if  so,  by  whom  that 
reimbursement  was  to  be  made:  that  consequently,  the  said  law  is 
unconstitutional,  and  not  obligatory  upon  the  citizens.'' 

The  counsel  for  the  plaintiff,  on  the  argument  of  the  cause,  went 
at  some  length  into  the  question,  whether  this  court  had  the  power 
to  pronounce  an  act  of  the  legislature,  unconstitutional.  Were  the 
question  doubtful,  the  authorities  he  read  might  well  be  considered 
as  settling  it:  but  any  reference  to  them,  to  support  the  position  as- 
Voi^  IIL— 22 
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sumed,  was  unnecessary  in  this  court  It  is  a  subject  on  which  we 
never  had  a  doubt,  nor  have  any  at  this  moment.  We  have,  al- 
ready more  than  once,  found  it  our  duty  to  express  our  convictions 
on  this  point  The  right,  nay,  the  necessity  of  the  judiciary  exercis- 
ing this  power,  is  so  inevitably  the  consequence  of  our  hving  under 
a  government  of  laws;  of  the  constitution  or  form  of  that  government 
being  the  supreme  law  of  the  land;  and  of  that  constitution  contain- 
ing an  express  provision,  that  all  laws  made  by  the  legislature,  con- 
trary to  it,  are  null  and  void;  that  the  mere  statement  of  the  pre- 
mises, carries  the  mind  at  once,  to  the  conclusion;  and  we  feel  that 
it  is  one  of  those  self-evident  propositions,  which  requires  no  aid  from 
argument,  and  can  receive  none  from  authority.  3  Marl.  12,  352; 
3  N,  S.  472. 

Conceiving  it,  therefore,  clear,  that  an  act  which  the  constitution 
declares  to  be  null  and  voidj  cannot  have  Jbrce  and  effect  given  to 
it  by  the  judiciary,  we  proceed  to  examine,  whether  the  enactment, 
of  which  the  plaintiff  complains,  be  of  that  nature. 

The  prohibition  in  the  constitution,  against  the  passage  of  ex  post 
facto  laws,  applies  exclusively  to  penal,  or  criminal  cases.  Such  is 
the  construction  of  these  words  in  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  antecedent  to  the  formation  of  the  government  of  Louisiana, 
and  we  have  no  reason  to  doubt  they  were  used,  in  their  then  ascer- 
tained and  technical  meaning,  by  the  convention  of  this  state.  3  Dal- 
las, 386;  4  Ihxd.  14;  7  Johnson,  488;  1  Blackstone's  Com.  46. 

The  constitution  of  this  state  having  affixed  no  limits  to  the  exer- 
cise of  the  power  of  taxation  by  the  legislature,  it  is  difficult  to  suppose 
even  a  case,  in  which  the  exercise  of  that  power  could  be  considered 
unconstitutional,  or  properly  become  the  subject  of  judicial  interfer- 
ence. The  only  objections  that  can  be  made  to  acts  raising  revenue 
is  their  inexpediency,  or  injustice,  and  both  these  are  exclusively  for 
the  consideration  of  those  wi^h  whom  the  constitution  has  deposited 
this  power.  We  are  unable,  notwithstanding  the  argument  at  the 
bar,  to  discover  any  strength  in  the  position;  that  in  the  passage  of 
this  law,  the  legislature  trenched  on,  and  invaded  the  functions  of  the 
judiciary.  Had,  indeed,  the  legislature  declared  that,  according  to 
the  laws  in  force.  A,  B  or  C,  should  pay  the  individual  by  whom 
these  services  were  rendered,  another  question  would  have  been  pre- 
sented for  our  consideration.  But  this  is  what  they  have  not  done. 
They  have  passed  a  law  in  the  exercise  of  a  power  which  is  exclu- 
sively theirs,  to  raise  a  revenue  out  of  which  he  shall  be  paid,  and 
the  circumstance  of  there  not  being  any  previous  law  which  would 
authorise  this  payment,  can  fumu^  no  ground  to  declare  it  unconsti- 
tutional. If  It  did,  the  same  objection  would  apply  to  every  act  of 
the  general  assembly  to  raise  money  for  the  dischai^  of  any  just 
claim  on  the  government  The  legislature  had  as  much  right  to 
direct  that  the  money  to  be  paid  this  individual,  i^uld  be  raised  by 
a  new  tax,  as  they  had  to  order  the  payment  out  of  any  moneys 
unappropriated  in  the  treasury;  and  they  had  the  same  right  to  order 
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it  to  be  paid  by  a  tax  on  the  parish  of  New  Orleans,  as  they  bad  to 
levy  it  off  the  whole  state;  for  there  is  nothing  in  the  constitution 
which  declares  that  taxation  must  be  uniform.  If  the  motives  whidi 
induced  the  legislature  to  pass  laws  of  this  kind,  were  sufficient  to 
render  them  unconstitutionaU  there  is  scarcely  one  of  their  acts  to 
raise  money,  that  would  not  be  void.  These  motives  are  not  always 
avowed,  but  we  know,  in  point  of  fact,  that  taxation  is  as  often  re- 
sorted to,  to  pay  those  to  whom  the  state  is  indebted,  or  whom  it 
may  desire  to  remunerate  for  services  rendered,  as  to  create  a  fund 
out  of  which  future  obligations  are  to  be  discharged.  In  all  these 
cases  it  might  be  said,  with  the  same  truth  and  force  as  in  the  pre- 
sent: go  to  the  judiciary  if  there  be  any  law  to  pay  you;  and  if  there 
is  not,  the  legislature  cannot  come  to  your  relief,  because  in  doing 
80,  they  deode  that  the  whole,  or  a  part  of  the  state  mu^  pay. 
The  legislature  certainly  exercise  their  judgment,  in  deciding  what 
taxes  shall  be  levied,  by  whom  they  shall  be  paid,  and  how  they 
shall  be  applied,  but  they  touch  not  the  authority  of  the  judiciary  in 
doing  so.  All  these  powers  are  by  the  constitution  exclusively  and 
wisely  confided  to  the  representatives  of  the  people. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  parish  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Derbigntfj  for  the  plaintiff. 

Praton,  for  the  defendant 


Nolan  V.  Rogers.    IV,  N.  S.  145. 

FOURTH  District 

Decided  J  the  usage  which  has  uniformly  prevailed  among  attor- 
neys at  law  to  collect  money  for  a  certain  per  centage,  either  by 
receiving  it  for  their  clients,  before  suit  commenced,  or  after  judg- 
ment, is  tolerated  by  the  laws  of  the  state,  which  prescribe  their 
duties  and  establish  their  rights  and  privileges,  and  that  their  receipts 
and  acquittances  are  binding  on  the  persons  who  may  have  em- 
ployed them.  But  this  authority,  thus  derived  from  usage  and  the 
law,  ought  not  to  be  extended  beyond  the  simple  receipt  of  money, 
or  things  which  are  ordinarily  taken  in  payment  of  debts,  such  as 
bank  notes  of  a  bank  in  good  credit,  and  checks  on  similar  banks. 
There  is  something  of  impropriety  on  the  part  of  a  debtor  who 
attempts  to  induce  an  attorney  at  law  to  receive  for  his  client,  in 
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payment,  any  thing  but  money,  as  that  is  the  only  medium  by  which 
payments  of  debts,  strictly  speaking  can  be  made;  to  discharge  them 
in  any  other  way  must  be  done  by  a  kind  of  barter,  which  is  not 
within  the  scope  of  the  legal  power  of  licensed  attorneys. 


Montamat  and  Wife  v.  Debon.     IV,  N,  S.  147. 

FIRST  District 

IN  this  case,  the  plaintiffs  alleged  that  Cottin,  during  his  marriage 
with  the  present  Mrs.  Montamat,  made  a  donation  to  her  of  a 
house  and  lot,  and  at  his  death,  the  defendant,  his  executor  and  her 
father  possessed  himself  of  them,  as  she  believed,  to  administer  them 
for  her,  and  has  ever  since  possessed  and  retained  them,  witliout 
right;  farther,  that  besides  she  has  an  interest  in  them,  as  common  in 
goods  with  her  late  husband,  as  they  were  purchased  during  the 
coverture.  The  petition  concludes  with  a  prayer  for  the  possession 
and  fruits. 

The  defendant  pleaded  the  general  issue,  and,  in  an  amended 
answer,  title  in  himself,  under  Cottin,  senior,  and  the  reducibility  of 
the  donation.  Cottin,  senior,  having  died,  the  defendant  cited  his 
heirs  in  warranty;  they  pleaded  the  reducibility  of  the  donation,  its 
simulation,  the  want  of  its  registry,  and  the  assent  of  the  plaintiffs 
to  the  sale  to  the  defendant. 

There  was  judgment  against  the  plaintiffs,  and  they  appealed. 

The  Court  said: — The  objection  to  the  call  of  the  heirs  in  warranty, 
if  there  be  no  donation,  needs  not  to  be  examined.  It  is  true  they 
alone  pleaded  the  simulation,  but  we  are  of  opinion,  that  a  simulated 
act,  being  no  act,  the  simulation,  establishing  that  there  is  no  act, 
may  be  given  in  evidence  under  the  general  issue,  especially  if  the 
evidence  be  not  objected  to;  perhaps  the  objection  to  the  evidence 
would  authorise  a  new  trial  only,  if  the  party  averred  he  was  taken 
by  surprise. 

The  simulation  we  think  clearly  results  from  the  testimony  of 
Gurley  and  Guillot.  They  were  the  sons-in-law  of  the  defendant's 
wife  only;  and  according  to  the  decision  of  this  court,  in  the  case  of 
Bernard  et  aL  v.  Vignaud,  a  father  and  son-in-law,  do  not  stand  in 
the  relation  of  ascendants  and  descendants.  The  wife's  contre  let- 
ter^ though  she  be  a  minor,  can  bind  her  as  a  part  of  the  res  gesia. 
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As  the  plaintiff  could  not  sell  the  dotal  estate,  it  could  not  pass  by  a 
tacit  consent 

There  being  no  donation,  the  title  of  the  plaintiffs  rests  only  the 
light  on  the  premises  on  an  acquisition  made  during  marriage. 
Cottin  brought  30,000  dollars  in  marriage,  a  few  weeks  after  he 
purchased  the  premises.  His  wife  did  not  bring  a  cent;  the  pre- 
sumption  is  very  strong  that  he  bought  with  the  money  he  brought 
io.  Still  she  may  have  a  claim  on  the  premises  as  part  of  the 
gananciaUsy  but  of  this  there  is  no  evidence,  for  the  estate  is  un^ 
liquidated. 

It  is^  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Derbigny,  for  the.  plain  tiffs. 

Mazurtauj  for  the  defendant. 


Balfour  v.  Chew.     IV,  N.  S.  154. 


Parol  eridence  cannot  be  received  from  a  purchaser  at  sheriflPfl  sale,  to  show  the  property 

was  worth  leas  than  the  conveyance  expresses  he  was  to  give  for  it. 
A  promise  to  release  a  mortgage,  is  not  a  release  of  it 
Unless  pn^ierty  sold  by  a  sheriff  brings  more  than  the  amount  of  the  previous  mortgages, 

there  is  no  sak. 
A  bid  at  a  sheriff's  sale,  is  a  bid  for  the  absoluta  value,  and  when  it  is  incumbered,  is  not 

a  bid  over  and  above  the  incumforanoes. 
Bat  this  bid  noay  be  made  for  the  entire  value,  with  the  obligation  to  pay  the  mortgage; 

or  for  the  value  above  the  mortgage,  subject  to  the  prior  incumbrance. 
SeOrag  the  land  as  subject  to  a  mortgage,  does  not  make  the  purchaser  personally  liable. 

THIRD  District. 

P0RTEB9  J.,  deUvered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

The  proceedings  in  this  case  have  arisen  out  of  an  order  of  seizure 
and  sale,  ohtained  by  the  defendant  Chew  against  Balfour.  The  latter 
applied  for  an  injunction,  which  was  granted;  and  on  bearing,  made 
perpetuaL    The  defendant  appealed. 

Tb&  principal  ground  on  which  the  prayer  for  an  injunction  rested, 
was  a  previous  sale  of  the  plaintiff's  property,  under  a  former 
order  of  seizure  and  sale.  The  purchaser  at  that  sale,  conceiving 
his  rights  to  be  affected  by  the  matters  at  issue  between  the  plaintiff 
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and  defendant,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  intervene;  and  the  judg- 
ment being  as  unfavorable  to  his  pretensions  as  that  of  the  defendant 
he  also  appealed. 

The  case  comes  up  on  two  records,  but  they  have  been  argued 
together  in  this  court,  and  they  do  not  appear  to  require  a  separate 
consideration. 

To  set  out  at  length  the  various  documents  introduced  in  evidence 
on  the  trial  below,  would  impede,  rather  than  promote,  a  clear 
understanding  of  the  case. 

In  the  month  of  November,  1820,  the  plaintiff  in  injunction 
(Balfour)  purclmsed  of  the  defendant  a  tract  of  land  for  the  sum  of 
10,800  dollars,  payable  in  three  instalments,  and  gave  his  notes,  with 
mortgage,  to  secure  the  purchase-money. 

At  the  time  the  sale  was  made,  the  land  was  subject  to  a  mortgage 
in  favor  of  one  Charles  G.  Johnson,  who  had  sold  the  premises  to  the 
person  from  whom  the  defendant  purchased  it.  Johnson  became  a 
party  to  the  act  between  plaintiff  and  defendant;  and  declared,  that 
on  Balfour's  payment  to  Chew  of  the  purchase-money,  he,  Johnson, 
would  release  and  cancel  his  mortgage. 

Partial  payments  were  made  in  pursuance  of  this  contract,  but 
Balfour  being  unable  to  fully  comply  with  it,  came  under  another 
obligation  to  Chew,  on  the  24th  of  April,  1823,  by  which  he  acknow- 
ledged to  owe  5116  dollars:  viz.  18(56  for  balance  of  the  first  instal- 
ment, and  3240  dollars  for  the  second.  For  these  sums  he  gave  his 
notes,  and  an  additional  mortgage  on  seven  negroes. 

These  notes  were  transferred  to  William  6.  Johnson,  by  blank  en- 
dorsement, and  the  application  for  an  order  of  seizure  and  sale,  was 
made  by  Chew,  for  the  use  of  the  transferee. 

The  execution  which  the  court  has  enjoined,  is  the  second  execu- 
tion issued  on  this  mortgage.  The  proceedings  which  took  place  on 
the  first,  are  the  source  of  all  the  difficulties  the  cause  presents.  The 
plaintiff  insists  that  in  consequence  of  that  sale,  he  is  entitled  to  a 
credit  of  9450  dollars;  the  defendant  contends  it  is  only  3450  dollars. 

This  difference  of  6000  dollars,  in  the  pretensions  of  the  parties, 
arises  from  the  land  being  sold  subject  to  a  mortgage  for  6000  dollars, 
for  which  the  defendant  Chew,  the  vendor,  was  responsible,  he  having 
conveyed  with  warranty.  The  plaintiff  asserts,  that  as  his  property 
sold  for  that  amount  less  than  it  would  have  done  had  the  mortgage 
not  existed,  he  is  entitled  to  set  it  up  against  any  balance  that  may 
be  due  to  his  vendor. 

If  the  facts  should  be  found  such  as  he  has  alleged,  and  the  legal 
consequences  he  deduces  from  the  sale,  are  correct  to  the  extent 
relied  on,  we  have  no  doubt  of  his  right  to  offer  the  claim  against 
any  other,  the  defendant  may  have  against  him;  and  that  the  plaintiff 
in  execution,  has  no  right  to  proceed  to  make  money  on  a  judgment, 
which  would  have  been  satisfied  at  the  first  forced  sale  under  it, 
had  it  not  been  for  an  existing  incumbrance  for  which  he  was  re- 
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The  petition  sets  oat  the  circumstances  in  detail,  of  which  a  con- 
densed statement  has  been  just  given. 

The  answer  of  the  defendant  avers: 

That  taking  the  facts  as  true,  the  plaintiff  has  not  shown  any  equity; 

That  Balfour,  at  the  time  he  made  the  purchase,  was  informed  of 
the  mortgage  in  favor  of  Johnson,  and  that  Johnson  joined  in  the 
sale,  and  agreed  to  cancel  the  mortgage,  on  the  plaintiff  paying  the 
sum  of  10,480  dollars,  which  he  has  failed  to  do; 

And,  that  the  facts  alleged  are  untrue. 

The  petition  of  the  interpleader  Chinn  states: 

That  he  was  the  purchaser  at  sheriff's  sale,  and  that  the  allegations 
in  the  petition  would  subject  him  to  the  payment  of  a  large  sum  of 
money  above  the  amount  whi<^  he  conceived  he  was  giving  for  the 
property. 

That  at  the  time  of  the  sale,  William  G.  Johnson  had  obtained  by 
transfer,  and  was  the  real  owner  of  the  mortgage  debt  of  Charles  6. 
Johnson  and  of  E.  R.  Chew,  and  the  money  collected  was  to  be  ap- 
plied to  extinguish  the  original  debt  due  to  Charles  G.  Johnson;  that 
this  was  well  known  to  Balfour. 

That  the  bid  of  the  petitioner  was  the  absolute  value  of  the  pro- 
perty, and  was  so  considered  by  all  parties,  and  not  for  the  surplus 
value,  over  and  above  the  amount  of  the  first  mortgage. 

That  the  amount  of  the  petitioner's  bond  was  improperly  applied 
to  the  junior  mortgage,  and  that  being  given  in  error,  it  should  be 
cancelled,  or  imputed  to  the  first  mortgage. 

That  the  petitioner  has  become  holder  and  owner  of  all  the  mort- 
gages, since  filing  the  petition  of  injunction,  and  is  entitled  to  receive 
their  proceeds. 

The  first  question  necessary  to  be  examined,  is  the  correctness  of 
the  opinion  of  the  court  below,  refusing  to  hear  parol  testimony  that 
the  land  was  worth  no  more  than  the  sum  at  which  the  intervener 
stated  he  bought  it. 

If  this  proof  would  have  shown  the  price  to  be  different  from  that 
which  the  written  evidence  establishes,  it  was  illegal;  if  the  same,  it 
was  unnecessary.  No  ground  has  been  presented  for  a  departure  in 
this  instance  from  the  general  rule,  except  an  averment  that  there 
was  error,  or  in  other  words,  that  the  parol  evidence  would  prove 
the  transaction  to  be  different,  from  that  which  it  is  shown  to  be  by 
the  written.  Now  it  is  obvious,  that  if  the  mere  allegation,  that  the 
facts  are  different  from  those  which  the  written  documents  import, 
be  sufficient  to  authorise  the  introduction  of  inferior  testimony,  the 
rule  ceases  to  have  any  effect;  for  that  allegation  could  be  made  in 
every  case,  and  of  necessity  ntust  be  made  in  all,  or  it  would  be  idle 
to  contradict  the  written  proof.  But  it  was  to  guard  against  the 
danger  of  admitting  such  evidence,  on  such  allegations,  that,  we 
understand,  was  the  reason  which  induced  the  legislature  to  prohibit 
this  species  of  proof. 

It  is  contended,  both  by  the  defendant  and  interpleader,  that  the 
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mortgage  for  6000  dollars^  which  the  plaintiff  in  injunctioD  insists  his 
land  was  sold  subject  to,  did  not  exist;  that  it  was  mei^ed  in  that 
given  by  the  latter  when  he  sold  his  land,  and  consequenUy  he  is  not 
entitled  to  credit  for  it  against  the  defendant 

The  correctness  of  th^  position  will  be  best  ascertained,  by  a  re- 
ference to  the  instrument  by  which  this  merger  is  said  to  be  produced. 

It  is  the  deed  of  conveyance  by  which  the  defendant  sold  to  the 
plaintiff  the  land  which  was  the  consideration  of  the  debt  sued  on» 
Charles  6.  Johnson,  who  then  held  the  mortgage  now  alleged  to  be 
merged,  became  a  party  to  this  act  and  ^ip^ted,  <<  that  so  soon  as 
the  said  William  Balfour  shall  have  paid  unto  the  said  Edward  R. 
Chew  the  said  purchase-money,  (10,480  dollars,)  secured  by  said 
mortgage,  the  said  Charles  G.  Johnson,  will  exonerate  and  release  a 
mortgage  he  has  upon  the  said  land/^  It  is  conceived  unnecessary 
to  go  into  any  argument  to  show,  that  a  promise  to  release  a  mort- 
gage so  soon  as  a  sum  of  money  is  paid,  is  not  a  release  until  that 
money  is  paid.  Far  from  the  instrument  proving  a  merger  of  the 
previous  lien,  it  establishes  the  mortgagee  retained  it,  until  Uie  second 
should  be  discharged. 

The  most  important  question  in  the  case,  is  the  effect  of  the  sale 
by  the  sheriff! 

The  conveyance  of  that  officer,  after  reciting  the  authority  under 
which  he  acted,  and  describing  the  premises  sold,  states:  ^  that  having 
exposed  the  same  at  public  sale,  according  to  law,  on  a  credit  of 
twelve  months,  and  subject  to  a  balance  of  a  mortgage  given  by 
Samuel  Chew,  in  favor  of  Charles  G.  Johnson,  dated  the  7th  Novem- 
ber, 1818,  for  6000  dollars,  as  appears  by  the  certificate  of  the  peuri^ 
judge,  dated  the  17th  May,  1824,  and  annexed  to  the  order  of  seizure, 
Thomas  W.  Chinn  became  the  purchaser  thereof,  for  the  price  and 
sum  of  3450  dollars,  for  which  he  gave  bond  and  security  according 
to  law.'^  In  conformity  with  this  deed,  is  the  bond  of  the  purchaser 
who  interpleads,  and  it  is  payable  to  the  seizing  creditor. 

In  opposition  to  the  apparent  legal  effect  of  these  two  instruments* 
it  is  contended,  that  notwithstanding  the  language  used  in  them, 
the  sale  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  previous  mortgage,  and  that  the 
amount  of  the  money  made  should  be  credited  on  it. 

This  conclusion  is  obtained  from  an  argument  which  rests  on  the 
following  postulates: 

^  That  a  bid  at  sheriff ^s  sale  is  a  bid  for  the  absolute  value  of  the 
property,  and,  when  it  is  incumbered,  is  not  a  bid  over  and  above 
incumbrances. 

"  That  at  a  sale  by  execution,  of  property  subject  to  prior  incum* 
brances,  where  the  bid  does  not  amount  to  the  debt  due  on  the  prior 
incumbrance,  it  is  yet  an  absolute  sale,  and  vests  the  title  in  the 
highest  bidder.'^ 

The  second  of  these  grounds  has  been  already  examined,  and  con- 
sidered untenable  by  this  court,  in  the  case  of  De  Armas  t;.  Morgan; 
the  reasons  on  which  we  came  to  the  conclusion  there  expre^ed: 
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that  there  was  no  sale  unless  the  property  brought  more  than 
the  sum  for  which  it  was  previously  mortgaged,  appears  to  us,  on 
le-examination,  correct;  and  we  therefore  pass  to  the  consideration 
of  the  other  and  more  important  question.    3  K  S.  604. 

The  proposition  contained  in  the  first  ground  we  take  to  be  cor- 
rect: we  think  the  act  of  1817,  by  enacting,  that  the  purchaser  shall 
be  personally  liable  for  the  amount  of  the  previous  mortgage,  evi- 
dently contemplates  the  whole  property  should  be  sold,  and  the 
inconveniences  which  would  attend  the  other  interpretation,  fortifies 
the  construction  which  is  fairly  drawn  from  the  expressions  used  in 
the  law.  But  although  such,  in  our  opinioti,  is  the  true  meaning  of 
the  provisions  on  this  subject,  a  question  of  infinitely  more  import- 
ance in  the  decision  of  this  cause  arises,  and  that  is,  how  must  this 
bid  be  made?  Must  it  be  for  the  entire  value,  with  the  obligation  to 
pay  the  previous  mortgage  out  of  it?  or  will  it  be  sufficient  for  the 
buyer  to  bid  the  value  over  and  above  the  mortgage,  subject  to  its 
payment?  We  think  either  mode  will  meet  the  requisition  of  the  act 
The  statute  provides, "  that  the  sheriff  or  other  public  officer  making 
the  sale,  shall  only  receive  from  the  purchaser  the  surplus  for  which 
the  property  shall  have  been  sold,  over  and  above  the  amount  of 
the  special  mortgage."  On  bidding  the  whole  amount  then,  no 
money  is  paid  but  that  which  remains  after  satisfying  the  mortgage: 
in  bidding  the  surplus  over  the  mortgage,  and  with  the  obligation  ta 
discharge  it,  he  only  makes  the  deduction  before  the  sale,  which  he 
would  and  must  take  after.  Any  other  construction,  it  appears  to 
us  would  be  substituting  words  for  things.  There  is  no  real  differ- 
ence between  buying  a  thing  for  3450  dollars,  to  be  paid  the  seizing 
creditor,  with  an  obligation  to  discharge  a  previous  mortgage  for 
6000  dollars,  or  purchasing  it  for  9450  dollars,  6000  dollars  of  which 
is  to  be  retained  to  discharge  that  mortgage,  and  the  balance  to  be 
paid  the  creditor  at  whose  instance  the  sale  is  made.  The  sum  to 
be  paid  is  the  same;  the  time  of  payment  is  the  same;  the  persons 
to  whom  the  money  is  to  be  paid  the  same;  and  the  law  in  pro- 
nouncing on  the  validity  of  the  contract  must  be  the  same,  imless  it 
overlooked  facts  in  pursuit  of  verbal  distinctions. 

If  the  facts  of  this  case  brought  the  interpleader  within  the  princi- 
ples just  laid  down,  we  are  satisfied,  after  much  consideration,  it 
would  be  our  duty  to  hold  him  to  the  bargain,  no  matter  how  se- 
verely it  might  affect  him;  but  on  examining  the  evidence,  we  find 
they  do  not  Our  opinion,  that  a  bid  for  the  surplus  above  the  mort- 
gage, with  an  obligation  to  discharge  the  incumbrance,  is  the  same 
thing  as  a  bid  for  the  whole  amount,  deducting  the  mortgage,  is 
based  upon  the  idea,  that  in  the  first  mode  the  buyer  comes  under 
the  same  personal  obligation  to  discharge  the  mortgage,  that  he 
would  had  he  bought  in  the  latter.  The  evidence,  however,  fur- 
nished by  the  sheriff's  return,  and  his  deed  of  conveyance  excludes 
this  idea.  The  statute  says,  the  property  shall  be  sold  subject  to 
the  payment,  by  the  purchaser,  of  the  previous  mortgages  or  pri- 
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vileges.  The  return  of  the  officer  states,  the  land  was  sold  subject 
to  the  mortgage;  the  deed  uses  the  same  expressions;  and  neither 
makes  mention  that  it  was  sold  subject  to  the  payment  by  the  pur- 
chaser. This  distinction,  which  at  first  blush  appears  to  partake  of 
the  nature  of  those  verbal  ones  we  have  this  moment  reprobated, 
will  appear,  on  a  close  examination,  to  be  material,  and  change 
entirely  the  nature  of  the  act.  If  the  purchaser  became  personally 
responsible  for  the  mortgage  debt,  the  amount  of  this  engagement 
would  make  a  part  of  the  sum  he  was  to  pay  for  the  land,  and  con- 
sequently his  bid  be  for  the  absolute  value.  But  when  the  land 
alone  is  maule  liable,  there  is  no  personal  obligation  on  the  purchaser 
beyond  that  which  he  promises  to  pay  the  seizing  creditor;  hence 
the  bid  can  be  viewed  m  no  other  light  than  one  for  the  surplus 
value,  and  so  considered,  we  do  not  think  it  such  an  one  as  the  law 
sanctions  or  permits. 

As  the  defendant  has  been  deprived  by  the  peculiar  circumstances 
attending  this  case,  of  offering  his  land  to  satisfy  the  second  order  of 
seizure  and  sale,  we  think  justice  requires,  the  plaintiff  should  be  en- 
joined from  selling  the  negroes,  until  the  defendant  can  exeicise  the 
right  which  the  law  confers  on  him,  of  pointing  out  what  portion  of 
hu  property  he  wishes  to  give  up,  to  satisfy  the  execution. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
ef  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  it  is  fur- 
ther ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  sale  and  all  proceedings 
which  were  had  on  the  first  order  of  seizure,  be  set  aside  and  declar^ 
null  and  void;  that  the  bond  of  the  purchaser  T.  W.  Chinn,  be  can- 
celled, and  all  parties  be  restored  to  the  situation  in  which  they  were 
at  the  time  of  granting  the  first  order  of  seizure  and  sale:  it  is  further 
ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  second  order  of  seizure  and 
sale,  and  all  proceedings  under  it,  be  set  aside,  reserving  to  the  mort- 
gagee's creditor  the  right  to  enforce  his  claims  according  to  law;  that 
the  defendant  Chew,  and  the  interpleader  Chinn,  pay  the  costs  of 
the  court  of  the  first  instance,  and  the  appellee  those  of  aj^peal. 

Ripley  and  Conradj  for  the  plaintiff. 

fFoodroffy  Watts  and  Lobdellj  for  the  defendant 
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Galloway  v.  Legan,     IV,  N.  S.  167. 

EIGHTH  District. 

Held,  in  an  alternative  obligation  the  choice  is  with  the  party 
promising.     See  Pothier  on  Oblig.,  nos.  244,  247. 

Where  a  borrower  gave,  for  the  use  of  money,  the  services  of  a 
slave:  Heldy  that  the  estimate,  made  by  the  parties  to  the  contract  of 
mortgage,  of  an  equality  of  value  between  the  use  of  the  money  and 
the  services  of  the  slave  does  not  form  so  exclusively  a  rule  for  the 
interpretation  of  the  jury  as  to  exclude  the  application  of  the  laws. 
The  value  of  the  services  of  the  slave  was  a  fair  subject  for  the  pro- 
duction of  testimonial  proof  in  the  court  below.  The  witnesses  which 
were  introduced  varied  in  their  opinions,  but  all  agreed  that  her  ser- 
vices were  worth  much  more  than  the  highest  interest  tolerated  by 
law,  on  the  sum  borrowed  by  the  owner.  The  verdict  of  the  jury 
was  for  the  borrower:  it  is,  therefore,  unsupported  by  the  ejridence. 
This  seems  to  have  been  of  the  class  of  contracts,  the  intention  of 
which  is  to  secure  to  lenders  of  money  more  than  a  legal  interest,  or 
lawful  interest  upon  convention,  and  which  contracts  are  void  by 
our  laws.  In  support  of  the  correctness  of  the  present  opinion,  see 
the  case  of  Herman  v.  Sprigg,  and  the  authorities  therein  cited,  3  N. 
51,  and  also  the  Nueva  ttecopilacion,  B.  8,  HL  6,  law  4. 

In  opposition  to  this  doctrine,  assumed  by  the  court,  the  counsel 
for  the  defendant  contends,  that  the  contract  under  which  his  client 
holds  the  slave  in  dispute,  is  not  a  mortgage  or  hypothecation,  but  a 
vente  ik  remerij  or  sale  with  the  power  of  redemption.  It  is  seen 
that  in  the  investigation  of  the  cause,  we  have  in  conformity  with  the 
expressions  used  in  the  instrument  by  the  parties,  considered  it  a  con- 
tract of  mortgage;  it  is  perhaps  not  such,  strictly  speaking,  but  par- 
takes more  of  that  species  of  pledge  known  to  our  laws  under  the 
denomination  of  anticresis.  It  is  not  a  vente  &  remeri,  for  no  clause 
in  the  act  seems  to  contemplate  a  transfer  of  property. 

The  plaintiff  having  demanded  a  jury  to  try  the  cause;  and  as  it 
is  a  suit  in  which  damages  are  claimed,  this  court  is  of  opinion  that 
the  most  correct  judgment  which  can  be  given,  under  the  present  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  is  to  remand  it  for  a  new  trial. 
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M^Micken  v.  Fair.     IV,  N.  S.  172. 

THIRD  District. 

Held,  a  witness,  whose  interest  it  is  to  defeat  the  claim,  is  a  good 
one  for  the  plaintiff.  ^^IsOj  a  witness  may  be  excluded  as  to  the 
items  of  an  account  in  which  he  is  interested,  yet  he  must  be  heard 
on  the  others.    4  Cranch,  62. 


Canfield  &  Dixon  v.  Maher  et  al.    IV,  N.  S.  174. 


PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

Insolvent's  books  not  admissible  in  an  action  between  creditors. — 
3  Martin,  707;  12  Ibid.  157. 

Goods  delivered  to  a  creditor,  when  debtor  is  on  the  eve  of  bank- 
ruptcy, and  not  paid  for  at  the  time  of  delivery,  but  given  in  dischai^ 
of  an  antecedent  debt,  may  be  recovered  by  syndic.  See  Ritchie  et 
al.  V.  Sands  et  al.,  10  Martin,  704.  See  also,  3  Martin,  277;  4  Ibid. 
625. 


Williams  v.  Hooper.     IV,  N.  S.  176. 

EIGHTH  District. 

A  record  is  the  best  evidence  of  what  was  done  in  a  cause,  and  it 
t^nnot  be  contradicted  by  parol. 
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Boyd  6/  al.  v.  Howard.     IV,  N.  S.  178. 

FIRST  District. 

The  court  re-affirtn  the  doctrine,  that  a  vendor  who  alleges  a  sale 
at  a  specific  price,  may,  if  he  has  no  proof  of  the  vendee's  assent  to 
the  price,  show  it  is  a  proper  one  by  evidence  of  its  being  the  current 
price,  although  he  has  no  mention  in  his  petition  of  a  quantum  vaL 


Dupau  V.  Richardson.     IV,  N.  S.  181. 

FIRST  District. 

The  merits  of  an  action  to  which  an  injunction  is  accessory  cannot 
be  examined  on  a  motion  to  dissolve  the  injunction,  any  more  than  a 
debt  can  be  disproved  on  a  motion  to  set  aside  an  attachment. 


Cucullu  V.  Manzenal  et  al.     IV,  N.  S.  183. 

Partnerahip  property  may  be  attached  in  a  Bait  against  one  of  the  membera  of  the  firm. 

FIRST  District. 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 
This  suit  is  commenced  by  attachment,  which  seems  to  have  been 
Vol.  III.— 23 
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laid  on  property  belonging  jointly  to  the  defendants  and  another  per- 
son; in  other  words,  on  partnership  property. 

The  court  below  dismissed  the  suit,  considering  that  no  property  of 
the  defendants  had  been  seized  under  the  writ,  and  from  this  order  of 
dismissal  the  plaintiff  appealed. 

The  garnishee,  who  was  cited  in  the  case,  and  answered  iiiterro- 
gatories,  states,  that  he  had  property  in  his  possession,  which  he  ob- 
tained by  the  authority,  and  on  account,  of  a  firm  composed  of 
Cuestra  Manzenal  &  Toso,  of  the  Havana,  which  produced  net  on 
sale,  the  sum  of  960  dollars. 

On  this  fact  a  question  of  law  arises;  whether  partnership  property 
be  liable  to  attachment  for  the  individual  and  particular  debts  of  one 
or  more  of  the  partners?  The  remedy  by  attachment  is  out  of  the 
ordinary  course  of  judicial  proceedings,  as  it  authorises  adjudication 
against  defendants,  without  personal  citation  on  a  seizure  of  their 
property;  which  may  be  considered  as  a  means  of  compelling  the 
appearance  in  court,  of  persons  who  cannot  be  reached  by  ordinary 
process.  The  seizure  of  any  property,  however  small  the  amount,  is 
sufficient  to  give  cognisance  of  the  cause,  and  authorise  proceedings 
to  final  judgmeiu.  Our  law  extends  attachments  to  every  species  of 
property,  and  all  rights  and  credits  of  defendants.  Each  partner  of  a 
commercial  firm,  has  a  right  to  his  portion  of  the  partnership  property 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  association;  all  are  possessors  of  a  com- 
mon property,  and  every  one  for  himself  and  his  copartners.  The 
right  and  interest  which  each  individual  of  the  society  has  to  an  un- 
divided share  of  the  partnership  effects,  may  be  seized  and  sold  under 
execution,  and  it  may  also,  in  our  opinion,  be  seized  under  our  attach- 
ment law. 

The  situation  of  property  belonging  to  a  corporation  established  by 
law,  differs  essentially  from  that  of  a  mere  voluntary  association  of 
men  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  ordinary  affairs  of  life.  Their 
common  stock  is  the  property  of  each  and  every  individual,  and  not 
distinctly  that  of  the  whole  body,  as  in  case  of  a  corporation  establish- 
ed by  law.  The  case  in  7  Martin,  31,  is  clearly  distinguishable 
from  the  present;  the  former  related  to  the  rights  of  a  body  corporate; 
this  to  the  property  of  men  who  hold  it  in  common  it  is  true,  but  in 
which  each  is  entitled  to  a  certain  share,  which  gives  to  the  individual 
an  interest  that  may  be  separated  from  the  mass. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  seizure  in  the  present  case,  is  sufficient 
to  authorise  proceedings  in  the  attachment,  and,  consequently,  that 
the  judge  a  quo  erred  in  dismissing  it. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  reversed,  avoided  and  annulled,  that  the  plain- 
tiff's action  be  reinstated,  and  the  cause  sent  back  to  the  court  below 
to  be  proceeded  in  according  to  law. 

WorkwftJK  for  the  plaintiff. 

F*'erce,  for  the  defendants. 
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Bellievre  v.  Bird.     IV,  N.  S.  186. 

THIRD  District. 

Decided^  where  the  demand  of  payment  of  a  note  was  neither 
made  on  the  maker  personally,  nor  at  the  place  of  the  maker's  domicil 
previous  to  his  removal,  nor  at  his  residence  in  the  place  to  which 
he  had  removed,  the  demand  was  not  legally  made.  Bailey  on 
Bills,  58;  14  Johns.  114;  9  Wheat.  600;  Chitty,  (ed.  1821,)  335. 


Blanchard  et  al.  v.  Ternaut.     IV,  N.  S.  188. 

FOURTH  District. 

A  suit  for  land  may  well  be  brought  in  the  jprish  of  defendant's 
domicil.    See  3  N.  S.  65ly  655. 


Corporation  v.  Paulding.     IV,  N.  S.  189. 

FIRST  District. 

Decided,  the  Supreme  Court  will  not  grant  a  mandamus  directing 
the  district  judge  to  set  aside  an  order  of  his  own,  which  on  a  chal- 
lenge to  the  array  directed  the  jury  to  be  discharged,  and  the  cause 
to  stand  continued,  as  manifestly  no  useful  purpose  could  be  attained 
by  it. 
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Pigeau  et  aL  v.  Commeau.     IV,  N.  S,  1 90. 

Evidence  that  a  curator  was  appointed  in  1813,  will  be  admitted  under  an  allegation  that 

the  appointment  was  made  in  1815. 
Latent  ambiguity  may  be  explained  by  parol  evidence. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  plaintiffs  state  that,  being  unable  to  satisfy  a  judgment,  they 
have  obtained  against  their  late  curator,  they  pray  that  a  lot  he  has 
sold  to  the  defendant,  and  on  which  they  have  a  tacit  mortgage,  may 
be  sold  to  satisfy  them;  they  had  judgment  accordingly,  and  tbe- 
defendant  appealed. 

The  counsel  urges,  the  judge  a  quo  erred  in  admitting  a  record 
and  a  witness,  to  which  and  to  whom  he  excepted;  and  in  giving 
judgment  that  the  defendant  shall  be  entitled  to  his  recourse  against 
her  vendor  cited  in  warranty,  by  virtue  of  the  judgment,  instead  of 
giving  judgment  against  the  latter  for  a  specific  sum.  Pilie  v.  MoUere, 
2  N.  S.  472. 

We  are  of  opinion  the  record  was  properly  admitted;  it  is  that  of 
the  curator's  appoii(ment  in  1815,  and  the  objection  was,  that  the 
plaintiffs  had  stated  in  their  petition  that  he  was  appointed  in  1813. 
Even  in  case  of  murder,  evidence  of  its  commission  on  a  day  different 
from  that  laid  in  the  indictment,  is  received  to  support  the  charge. 

The  witness  objected  to,  was  offered  to  explain  a  latent  ambiguity, 
whether  a  certain  lot  on  a  certain  street,  was  the  one  which  had 
been  sold. 

The  judgment  is  clearly  erroneous  in  not  according  judgment  for 
a  specific  sum,  against  the  warrantor,  and  in  saving  only  the  remedy 
against  him. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  that  the  judgment,  as  far  as  it  regards  the 
warrantor,  Garcia,  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  and  that  the 
original  defendant  Commeau,  have  judgment  against  him  for  six 
hundred  dollars,  with  costs  in  both  courts,  and  that  the  judgment 
against  the  original  defendant  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Morel,  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Hoffman^  for  the  defendant. 
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Baldwin  v.  Gray.     IV,  N.  S.  192. 

The  liability  of  partners  on  a  contract  made  in  this  state,  is  governed  bj  our  laws,  not  of 

that,  where  the  partnership  was  entered  into. 
A  receipt  to  a  debtor /or  Ai«  part,  extinguishes  the  obligation  in  solialo. 

FIRST  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  facts  in  this  case  do  not  appear  to  be  controverted;  the  only 
matter  disputed  is  the  legal  obligations  which  arise  on  them. 

The  plaintiff  was  agent  for  the  steamboat  Fayette,  of  which  the 
defendant  was  part  owner.  This  action  is  instituted  to  recover  the 
amount  of  an  appeal  bond,  given  in  an  action,  wherein  the  owners 
of  this  boat  were  defendants,  and  also  for  moneys  paid  for  the  expenses 
of  the  boat  while  in  this  port. 

It  is  insisted  the  defendant  is  liable  in  solido^  because  the  contract 
by  which  he  became  interested  in  this  vessel,  was  entered  into  at 
Pittsburg,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  where  the  common  law 
prevails. 

This  law  governs  the  obligation  of  the  partners  with  each  other, 
but  not  with  third  persons.  It  can  no  more  affect  the  rights  of  those 
who  contract  with  them  in  a  different  country,  than  particular  stipu- 
lations between  the  partners  could.  The  contract  entered  into  in  the 
case  before  us,  was  made  in  this  state,  and  must  be  regulated  by  the 
lex  loci  contract fes.  This  is  the  general  rule,  and  we  know  of  no 
exception  to  it,  unless  the  agreement  is  in  respect  to  land  in  another 
country,  or  the  performance  is  to  be  in  another  state.  A  foreigner 
coming  into  Louisiana,  who  was  twenty-three  years  old,  could  not 
escape  from  a  contract  with  one  of  our  citizens,  by  averring  that  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  the  country  he  left,  he  was  not  a  major  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-five. 

We  think,  therefore,  that  the  defendant  is  only  liable  for  his  virile 
portion  of  the  moneys  laid  out  and  expended  on  the  steamboat  Fayette. 
Caroll  V.  Waters,  9  Martin,  500. 

In  relation  to  the  appeal  bond,  it  seems  to  be  conceded  the  defendant 
is  liable  in  solido,  unless  there  has  been  a  severance  of  the  judgment. 

The  evidence  of  this,  it  is  contended,  is  presented  by  a  letter  of  the 
plaintiff  to  the  defendant,  in  the  following  words: — 

Neio  OrleanSy  August  8,  1823. 
Mr.  J.  F.  Gray: 
Dear  Sir — In  consequence  of  the  late  judgment  here  against  the 
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Fayette,  of  which  I  informed  you  under  date  of  the  27th  ultimo,  I 
have  to  request  you  to  pay  over  to  Wilkins  M'llvaine  &  Co.  im- 
mediately^ 700  dollars,  being  your  proportion  of  the  whole  amount 
of  debt. 

Your  early  attention  to  this  is  respectfully  solicited,  because  of  my 
having  drawn  on  them  for  the  gross  amount. 

(Signed,)  J.  Baldwin. 

Payment  of  this  sum  was  made  as  requested,  and  M'llvaine  &  Co. 
gave  a  receipt  in  full  of  "Mr.  Gray's  separate  account  with  Joshua 
Baldwin,  as  furnished  us  as  one  of  the  owners  of  the  steamboat 
Fayette.^' 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  that  the  expressions  used  in  this  letter,  and 
the  receipt  extinguish  the  obligation  which  the  defendant  owed  in 
solido.  When  a  receipt  is  given  a  co-debtor  for  his  party  it  is  an 
acknowledgment  that  he  is  not  bound  jointly  and  severally,  it  being 
inconsistent  that  a  person  should  be  debtor  for  a  part,  and  debtor  for 
the  whole.  Pothier  des  Obligations^  no,  277;  Toutlierj  Droit  Civil 
Franfaisy  vol.  6,  liv.  3,  /*/.  3,  cap.  4,  no.  741;  Civil  Code,  290,  art. 
111. 

The  language  used  in  a  subsequent  letter  of  the  defendant,  by  which 
he  states,  that  "Mr.  Anderson  will  pay  the  balance  of  the  account, 
and  if  not,  they  must,"  has  been  relied  on  as  restoring  the  obligation 
in  solido.  We  think  the  expression  can  only  be  considered  as  a 
recognition  of  the  previous  obligation  by  which  each  was  only  re- 
sponsible for  a  part,  and  that  the  parties  did  not  contemplate  a  new 
obligation.  > 

There  is  no  foundation  for  commissions  charged  on  money  paid 
on  the  appeal  bond,  and  for  costs. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  it  is  further 
ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  plaintiff  do  recover  of  the 
defendant,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  dollars,  sixty-nine 
cents,  with  interest  from  judicial  demand,  the  costs  in  the  court  below, 
and  that  the  appellant  pay  the  costs  of  the  appeal. 

M' Caleb  J  for  the  plaintiff. 

IVhittelseyj  for  the  defendant. 
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Gray  v.  Baldwin.     IV,  N.  S.  1 96. 

FIRST  District. 

An  assignment  sous  seingprivi  does  not  authorise  the  assignee  to 
take  out  an  order  of  seizure  and  sale. 

The  surety  who  pays  for  the  principal,  is  not  entitled  to  take  out 
execution  in  the  name  of  the  creditor.    See  \  N.  S.  2S1. 


Meriam  et  al.  v.  Worsham  etal.     IV,  N.  S.  198. 

FOURTH  District 

A  partner  who  hsis  sold  out  to  his  copartners  any  debts  that  may 
be  due  to  the  firm,  and  who  on  the  trial  receives  a  release  from  the 
partnership,  is  a  competent  witness  to  prove  a  debt  due  to  it. 

The  Court  say: — We  do  not  see  what  possible  interest  the  witness 
had  in  the  event  of  the  cause.  He  did  not  become  by  his  act,  war- 
rantor of  even  the  existence  of  the  claim  in  question,  for  his  transfer 
does  not  set  out  any  debt  as  positively  existing,  it  conveys  only  such 
debts  as  may  be  belonging  to  the  firm. 
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Simmins  f.  m.  c,  v.  Parker.     11,  N.  S.  200. 

FIRST  District. 

Heidy  that  an  act  of  emancipation  passed  by  a  person,  who  at  the 
time  held  and  possessed  the  negro  as  a  slave,  is /?riwayacic  evidence 
that  it  was  done  by  the  owner. 

Quaere,  whether  an  act  of  sale  which  acknowledges  payment  of 
the  purchase-money  be  synallagmatic,  that  is,  one  containing  reci- 
procal obligations,  or  promises  to  do?  But  if  it  be,  and  if  it  ought  in 
obedience  to  law  to  be  double,  the  defect  of  this  does  not  make  it 
null.  It  is  good  as  a  commencement  of  proof  in  writing,  though 
made  single.  Besides,  the  other  evidence  in  this  case  shows  that  the 
contract  of  sale  was  executed,  by  the  delivery  of  the  object  sold. 
ToulHeTy  Droit  c.f,  8,  c.  6,  sect,  ly  no.  221, 

A  partner  cannot  alienate  real  estate  belonging  to  the  firm,  though 
it  would  be  perhaps  correct  to  say,  that  he  may  legally  sell  the  right 
of  warranty  against  the  vendor  from  whom  the  firm  purchased,  in 
case  the  partnership  was  in  existence  at  the  time  of  the  sale,  ^liter^ 
if  the  firm  was  dissolved  at  the  time  of  the  conveyance  made  from 
the  surviving  partner  to  the  defendant. 

The  sale  of  a  citizen's  right,  though  in  the  Spanish  law,  null,  and 
of  no  effect,  has  effect  of  a  certain  sort  by  the  Civil  Code.  See 
Partida  3,  tit,  7,  /.  13;  Civil  Code,  368,  131. 

An  intermediate  vendee  can  sue  his  vendors  before  the  person  to 
whom  he,  the  vendee,  sold,  has  brought  an  action  and  recovered. — 
This  subject  received  a  particular  attention  in  the  case  of  Goodwin's 
Heirs  v,  Chesneau,  3  N.  S.  422.  This  court  there  held,  that  the 
vendee's  right  to  sue  on  his  warranty  was  complete  the  moment  the 
person  to  whom  he  sold  was  evicted. 
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L-  &  F.  Frique  v.  Hopkins  et  al.     IV,  N,  S.  212. 

Lands  granted  by  the  king  of  Spain  to  the  bnaband  alone,  did  not  make  a  part  of  the 

commanit/  of  acquests  and  gains. 
Bat  the  improvements  made  on  them  da 
Payment  of  the  price  of  real  estate  may  bo  proved  by  parol,  but  such  proof  of  that  fact 

will  not  establish  there  was  a  sale. 
Ten  years  is  the  period  of  prescription,  where  the  possessor  claims  by  a  title  adverse  to 

the  petitioners. 
It  is  sufficient  for  the  prescription  longi  temporis^  that  the  buyer  be  in  good  faith. 
If  the  title  be  null  in  itself,  or  discloses  facts,  which  show  the  vendor  has  no  title,  the 

buyer  cannot  plead  this  prescription. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

Porter,  J.,  delivcJred  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  petitioners  in  this  case  are  Laurent  Frique,  and  Felonice 
Frique,  the  former  of  full  age,  the  latter  a  minor  above  the  age  of 
puberty.  They  state  that  they  are  the  heirs  and  representatives  of 
the  late  Henry  Frique  deceased,  and  that  as  such  they  have  a  right 
to  recover  of  the  defendant  two-thirds  of  a  lot,  with  the  buildings 
thereon,  situated  in  the  parish  and  city  of  New  Orleans,  illegally 
alienated  by  their  mother. 

From  further  statements  in  the  petition,  it  appears,  that  at  the  death 
of  the  father  he  left  three  children;  that  one  of  them  died  without  de- 
scendants; and  that  the  mother  became  his  heir.  That  Laurent  Frique 
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is  the  son  of  Henry  Frique,  and  Felonice  Frique,  the  other  plaintiff 
his  granddaughter,  is  the  child  of  Celestine  Frique,  deceased. 

In  addition  to  the  prayer,  that  the  lot  may  be  sold,  and  a  partition 
made  of  the  proceeds;  the  plaintiffs  demand  the  two-thirds  of  the 
rents  and  profits  from  the  decease  of  their  mother,  up  to  the  time  of 
rendering  final  judgment. 

The  defendant  pleaded  the  general  issue;  prescription;  the  receipt 
by  the  heirs  of  the  portion  which  belonged  to  them  of  their  father's 
estate;  and  he  cited  in  warranty  his  vendor,  Poincy. 

Poincy  appeared,  and  vouched  John  F.  Miller,  who  filed  an  an- 
swer, which  did  not  change  the  issues  already  formed  by  the  plead- 
ings; except  in  claiming  to  be  paid  for  the  buildings  and  improve- 
ments in  case  the  plaintiffs  succeeded. 

The  court  below  gave  judgment  for  the  petitioners,  and  the  defen- 
dant appealed. 

The  case  presents  three  questions  of  law,  the  facts  do  not  appear 
to  be  disputed. 

The  first  is,  whether  the  property  alienated  by  the  mother,  made 
a  part  of  the  community  of  acquests  and  gains? 

The  second,  whether  there  is  legal  evidence  of  the  plaintiff's  having 
approved  of  the  sale? 

And  the  third,  whether  they  are  now  barred  by  prescription? 

I.  The  property  claimed  in  the  petition,  as  belonging  to  the  ances- 
tor of  the  plaintiffs,  was  granted  to  him  by  the  king  of  Spain.  A 
copy  of  the  grant  comes  up  with  the  other  evidence.  It  does  not 
appear  to  contain  any  thing  that  would  authorise  the  court  to  take  it 
out  of  the  general  rule,  which  governs  cases  of  this  kind.  The  con- 
sideration or  moving  cause  of  the  gift  is  stated,  to  be  the  public  good, 
and  in  order  to  increase  the  population  of  the  city. 

In  the  case  of  Gayoso  v,  Garcia,  reported  in  the  first  volume  of  the 
New  Series,  we  declared  it  the  opinion  of  the  court,  that  lands  granted 
by  the  king  of  Spain,  to  either  husband,  or  wife,  during  coverture, 
did  not  enter  into  the  community,  but  belonged  exclusively  to  the 
individual  to  whom  it  was  granted. 

The  same  question  is  presented  in  this  cause,  and  we  have  again 
examined  it,  with  the  attention,  that  is  due  to  the  importance  of  the 
subject,  and  to  the  argument  at  the  bar. 

The  law  on  which  the  former  decision  of  the  court  was  principally 
based,  is  the  following  words: — Toda  cosa  que  el  mnrido  y  muger 
ganaren  6  compraren  estando  de  consnno  hayanlo  ambos  por  me- 
dio:  y  sifuere  donadio  de  rey  6  de  otri  y  lo  diese  d  ambos  hayanlo 
marido  y  muger:  y  si  lo  diere  al  uno  hayalo  lo  solo  aquel  d  quien 
lo  diere.  Novisima  Eecop.  lib,  10,  tit.  4,  ley  1;  which  is  ley  2,  tii. 
9,  lib,  .5,  of  the  Nova  Becopilacion. 

By  this  statute,  it  is  expressly  declared,  that  whatever  may  be 
given  by  the  king,  or  another,  to  both  husband  and  wife,  shall  belong 
to  them  jointly;  but  that  if  given  to  any  one  of  them,  it  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  belonging  to  the  individual  to  whom  it  is  given. 
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The  commentators  seem  to  understand  this  law  to  apply  to  all 
cases  coming  within  its  letter,  except  those  where  the  king  gives  in 
remuneration  of  services  rendered  him,  and  even  this  exception  is 
made,  with  the  limitation  that  the  husband  serves  without  pay,  and 
is  supported  at  the  expense  of  the  community.  This  opinion  is  sup- 
ported by  a  law  of  the  Fuero  Real  which  declares,  <*y  si  fuere  en 
hueste  sin  so/dado  d  cosia  de  si^  S  de  su  tnvger,  quanta  ganare  de 
esia  guisoy  todo  sea  del  marido^  i  de  la  muger:  ca  asi  como  la  casta 
es  communal  de  ambos,  to  que  asi  ganaren  sea  communal  de  am" 
bos.^'  Fuero  Real,  lib.  3,  tit.  3,  ley  3,  which  is  lib.  10,  tit.  2,  ley  4, 
Novisima  Recop.  Febrero,  p.  1,  chap.  1,  sect.  22,  no.  239;  Ibid.  p. 
2,  lib.  1,  chap.  4,  sect.  1,  no.  21;    Gomez  en  ley  50  de  Toro. 

The  correctness  of  the  application  of  these  laws,  to  a  grant  of  lands 
by  the  former  sovereign  of  Louisiana,  has  been  contested  on  twa 
grounds. 

1.  That  there  is  a  material  difference,  between  a  donation,  and 
concession. 

2.  That  as  it  appears,  by  all  the  regulations  made  here  by  the 
Spanish  government,  in  relation  to  concessions  for  lands,  that  the 
quantity  conceded,  was  greater  or  less  according  to  the  circumstance, 
of  the  grantee  being  married  and  having  children,  or  being  single; 
grants  made  to  a  man  who  was  married,  must  be  the  common  pro- 
perty of  both  husband  and  wife. 

As  to  the  first  of  these  grounds,  we  apprehend  there  is  nothing  in 
it  which  requires  our  particular  consideration.  We  are  unable  to 
perceive  any  material  difference  between  a  donation,  and  a  concession 
of  lands  such  as  the  former  government  of  Louisiana  was  in  the 
habit  of  granting.  It  is  true  concessions  may  be  made,  on  considera- 
tion moving  from  the  donee,  which  would  take  from  them  the  cha- 
racter of  a  donation.  But  lands  given  by  the  king,  without  price 
paid  for  them,  and  not  in  remuneration  *of  any  services  rendered, 
certainly  are  donations;  if  they  be  not,  we  are  ignorant  under  what 
denomination  they  should  be  classed. 

The  second  ground  was  most  relied  on  in  argument.  It  did  not 
escape  our  attention  in  the  case  already  alluded  to,  though  no  notice 
is  taken  of  it  in  the  opinion  delivered.  But  we  were  unable  then,  as 
we  are  now,  to  discover  in  it  a  sufficient  reason  for  taking  the  case 
out  of  the  plain  and  positive  provisions  of  the  statute.  The  considera- 
tion which  induced  the  grant  or  donation  cannot  change  its  character, 
unless  there  is  a  positive  provisionof  law  which  makes  the  exception: 
as  in  that  given  from  the  fuero  reai,  where  the  thing  granted  is  in 
remuneration  of  services  rendered,  at  the  expense  of  the  community. 
Were  we  to  take  this  as  valid  ground  for  evading  the  positive  enact- 
ment of  the  legislature,  it  would  lead  us,  we  apprehend,  much  further 
than  is  contemplated  by  those  who  press  it  on  our  adoption.  By  the 
regulations  of  the  Spanish  goveniment,  if  the  individual  who  applied 
for  land  was  unmarried  a  certain  quantity  of  land  was  given  to  him; 
if  he  had  a  wife  this  quantity  was  increased;  and  if  he  had  children 
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an  additional  number  of  acres  were  conceded.  Now  if  the  circum- 
stance of  his  being  married  made  the  thing  given  become  the  pro- 
perty of  both  husband  and  wife,  we  must,  on  the  same  principle,  hold, 
that  where  children  were  the  moving  cause,  they  too  should  be  con- 
sidered as  owners  in  common  of  the  land  conceded.  But  that  such 
was  the  effect  of  the  donee  having  a  family,  we  believe  was  never 
even  inspected ;  it  certainly  is  unsupported  by  law.  Many  donations 
are  made,  in  which  the  donee's  having  a  wife,  and  being  burthened 
with  a  large  family,  is  a  great  consideration  for  the  beneficence  of  the 
donor;  but  this  motive  in  him,  does  not  prevent  the  person  to  whom 
the  gift  is  made,  from  being  considered  its  owner,  nor  prevent  the 
thing  given  from  descending  to  his  heirs. 

It  was,  however,  said  that  the  object  in  making  these  grants  was 
to  encourage  the  settlement  of  the  country;  and  that  to  carry  that 
object  into  effect,  it  was  necessary  the  lands  should  be  considered  as 
given  to  both  husband  and  wife.  To  this  it  might  be  answered,  and 
with  great  force,  that  if  the  government  were  of  that  opinion,  it  is 
strange  they  did  not  at  once  say  so,  and  by  making  the  concession  in 
the  name  of  both,  place  the  matter  beyond  doubt;  and  not,  by  grant- 
ing it  to  one  of  the  spouses,  leave  it  to  the  operation  of  a  positive  law 
which  repelled  the  idea.  But  if  we  could  enter  into  political  con- 
siderations, in  order  to  ascertain  whether  they  could  repeal  statutes, 
we  would,  in  this  case,  be  led  to  the  examination  of  a  nice  and  refined 
question  of  policy,  in  relation  to  the  effect  on  national  prosperity,  of 
giving  to  the  wife  a  distinct  interest  in  the  property  acquired , during 
marriage;  one  on  which  men  would  be  found  to  differ,  according  to 
their  education  and  particular  modes  of  thinking.  Some  nations, 
whose  fate  has  been  as  prosperous  as  those  of  any  community,  with 
whose  history  we  are  acquainted,  proceed  on  an  entirely  opposite 
principle,  and  act  on  the  idea,  that  domestic  felicity,  and  consequently 
public  happiness,  are  best  promoted  by  considering  the  acquisitions 
made  during  coverture,  as  l)elonging  to  the  husband  alone. 

It  is  true  the  Spanish  law  viewed  this  matter  in  a  very  different 
light,  but  the  same  law  makes  a  positive  exception,  in  respect  to 
donations,  and  the  political  consideration  is  surely  not  so  clear  as  to 
authorise  us  to  make  a  distinction  where  the  legislator  has  made 
none.  On  the  contrary,  it  may  be  as  readily  conceived  that  those  to 
whose  care  the  colonisation  of  this  country  was  entrusted,  thought 
strangers  might  be  invited  into  it,  and  settlements  formed  with  as 
much  facility  by  giving  all  the  land  to  the  husband,  as  by  giving  it 
to  the  husband,  wife,  and  children.  The  father,  as  head  of  the 
family,  had  a  right  to  select  his  place  of  residence;  the  wife  was 
bound  to  follow  him.  It  was  natural  he  should  go  to  that  place 
where  the  most  advantages  were  conferred  on  him;  where  he  knew, 
in  the  event  of  losing  his  life,  from  the  perils  and  sufferings  of  a  first 
settlement,  that  the  objects  which  induced  him  to  come  there  would 
go  to  his  children;  and  not  be  divided  with  those  of  another  bed,  in 
case  his  wife  survived  him  and  married  a  second  time. 
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Bnt  whether  fhese  views  be  cdrreot  or  not,  we  feel  satisfied  that 
the  reasoning  which  might  be  opposed  to  thfem,  is  not  of  sofficient 
weight  to  allow  m  to  decide  contrary  to  the  express  and  positive 
IfTovisiorts  of  the  law. 

Nor  do  we  think  that  the  circumstance  of  these  lands  being  in 
|[eDeral  waste  and  uhcnllivated  makes  any  difference  in  the  right  of 
property.  The  augtnentation  of  value  given  by  the  common  labor 
makes  a  part  of  the  acqueets  and  gains,  and  the  wife  has  a  right  tb 
the  one  half  the  Valoe  of  the  improvemcnis,  as  she  would  if  they  had 
been  made  on  any  other  property  belonging  to  the  husband,  but  her 
right  in  the  ameliorations  made  on  this  property  is  quite  distinct  froili 
a  right  io  the  property.  FehrerOy  p.  2,  lib.  1,  tap.  4,  sec.  4,  nos.  74 
aind  75;  Civil  Code,  S38,  art.  70. 

Considering,  therefore,  that  the  lot  conceded  to  the  husband,  be- 
longed to  him  and  descended  to  his  heirs,  we  proceed  to  esamine 
whether  they  have  been  divested  of  the  title. 

II.  It  is  urged  they  have, because  they  received  the  price  for  which 
their  mother  sold  the  lot.  The  evidence  offered  in  supp<)rt  of  this 
part  of  the  defence  is  entirely  verbal,  and  its  introduction  was  excepted 
to  in  the  court  below.  Now,  though  it  is  clear  that  payment  of  ih^ 
price  of  an  immovable  may  be  established  by  parol  testimony,  yet 
this  species  of  proof  is  not  suflBcient  to  show  both  the  sale  and  thfc 
receipt  of  the  purchase-money.  To  permit  such  evidence  to  havfe 
that  effect  would  be  virtually  repealing  all  the  provisions  of  otir  laW 
in  regard  to  the  mode  of  proving  the  alienation  of  real  estate.  Noir 
is  the  case  mado  better  by  viewing  it  as  a  ratification  of  the  sale  by 
the  mother;  for  she  did  not  sell  it  as  making  a  part  of  the  silccession, 
bnt  in  her  own  right.  Nor  does  it  change  our  view  of  it,  to  cohsider 
the  receipt  of  the  money  as  op>er$iting  a  partition ;  for  partition  includes 
alienation  and  sale,  and  consequently  requires  as  high  evidence  as 
any  other  alienati<yn  of  immovable  property  would. 

in.  The  reuKiining  questions  relate  to  the  plea  of  prescription. 
The  first  inquiry  is,  by  what  prescription  should  the  case  be  go- 
verned? The  plaintiff  contends  that  of  thirty  years,  because  it  re- 
quires that  space  of  time  to  bar  a  suit  for  partition;  and  if  this  should 
not  be  considered  an  action  of  that  kind,  he  still  urges  that  the  sam^ 
period  must  govern,  because  the  title  under  which  the  defendant 
acquired,  is  not  such  a  one  as  enables  the  possessor  to  acquire  a  right 
in  ten  years. 

This,  in  our  opinion,  is  not  an  action  of  partition.  The  defendarit 
claims  by  a  title  directly  adverse  to  that  of  the  plaintiffs;  and  so  the 
plaintiffs  imderstood  his  claim,  for  they  aver  that  he  is  wrongfully 
and  unlawfully  in  possession  of  that  part  of  the  property  which  be- 
longs to  them. 

The  other  point  is  of  more  diflSctilty.  Before  we  go  into  the  ques- 
tion, whether  the  titles  under  which  the  defendant  claims,  are  suffi- 
cient to  enable  him  to  plead  the  prescription  of  ten  years,  it  is  propel- 
to  notice  an  authority  read  by  the  counsel  for  the  plaintiifs,  from  the 
Vol.  III.— 24 
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Partidasy  that  it  is  necessary,  for  the  support  of  this  plea,  that  the 
seller  as  well  as  the  buyer  should  be  in  good  faith.  This  is  directly 
opposed  to  the  generally  received  opinions  on  this  matter;  and  after 
an  attentive  examination  of  the  law  relied  on,  and  others  contained 
in  the  same  work,  we  are  of  opinion,  it  is  sufficient  for  this  prescrip- 
tion if  the  buyer  receives  a  title  capable  of  transferring  the  property, 
and  possesses  in  good  faith.  Even  taking  the  provision  in  the  Partu 
das  in  the  sense  contended  for  by  the  plaintiffs,  and  without  reference 
to  the  other  enactments  on  the  same  subject,  the  plaintiff  who  is  of 
full  age  would  be  barred.  A  law,  contained  in  the  same  work,  which 
was  not  cited  in  argument,  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  owner,  if  he  is 
aware  of  the  alienation,  to  sue  in  ten  years,  where  the  vendor  know- 
ingly sells  without  a  title.  In  the  present  instance  this  knowledge  is 
fully  brought  home  to  the  plaintiffs,  by  the  parol  evidence,  by  the 
deed  being  an  authentic  one,  and  by  the  possession  which  the  pur- 
chaser took  of  the  premises.  Part.  3,  lit.  29,  laws  1 8  and  19;  Ibid.  6, 
lit.  7,  law  14;  Dufour  v.  Camfranc,!  1  Martin^  716. 

There  is  a  good  deal  of  confusion,  and  some  apparent  contradic- 
tion, in  the  books  which  treat  of  the  title  necessary  to  form  the  basis 
of  the  prescription  longi  temporis.  The  correct  doctrine,  we  think, 
is  this:  that  if  the  title,  under  which  the  acquisition  is  made,  be  null 
in  itself,  from  defect  of  form,  or  discloses  facts  which  show  the  person 
from  whom  it  is  acquired  has  no  title,  it  cannot  form  the  basis  of  this 
prescription;  because  the  party  acquiring  must  be  presumed  to  know 
the  law,  and  consequently  wants  the  animo  dominiy  which  is  indis- 
pensable in  cases  of  this  kind.  But  where  the  title  is  free  from  these 
defects,  and  the  property  is  not  transferred,  by  want  of  title  in  the 
party  making  the  transfer,  then  it  forms  a  good  ground  for  the  pre- 
scription; or  in  other  words,  the  inquiry  is,  whether  the  error  be  one 
of  fact,  or  of  law.     PothieVy  Trait i  de  Prescriptioriy  no.  51. 

In  the  present  case  some  doubts  might  exist  which  of  these  the 
present  defendant  was  subject  to,  if  the  case  were  examined  in  rela- 
tion to  the  title  from  the  mother  to  Phillibert,  though  we  are  inclined 
to  think  it  was  more  properly  one  of  fact,  than  of  law.  But  what- 
ever  might  be  the  doubts  in  relation  to  his  title,  there  can  be  none, 
we  think,  respecting  that  of  Boirin,  who  purchased  from  the  first  ven- 
dee* The  sale  to  him  is  perfect,  in  point  of  form,  and  discloses  no 
fact  which  shows  the  title  to  be  defective.  It  is  not  sufficient  to  de- 
prive the  possessor  of  the  right  of  pleading  prescription,  that  he  might, 
by  inquiry  and  careful  examination,  discover  his  vendor  had  no  title. 
If  it  were,  then  the  law  would  have  no  effect,  which  says  the  want 
of  title  in  him  who  transfers,  shall  not  prevent  the  party  to  whom  the 
transfer  is  made  from  pleading  prescription. 

T-his  opinion  we  entertain  with  regard  to  the  title,  settles  the  ques- 
tion respecting  the  rents  and  profits. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment  of 
the  parish  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  it  is  further 
ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed  that  the  minor  plaintiff,  whose  claim 
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has  not  been  barred  by  prescription,  do  recover  of  the  defendant  the 
one-third  of  the  premises  claimed  in  the  petition;  that  the  defendant 
pay  the  costs  of  the  court  below,  and  the  plaintiff  those  of  appeal. 

Morelj  for  the  plaintiff. 

Carleton  and  Locket,  for  the  defendants. 


State  Bank  v.  Hennen.     IV,  N-  S.  226. 

FIRST  District. 

If  a  note  be  made  payable  at  the  house  of  maker,  a  demand  at  his 
dwelluig,  or  his  office,  (place  of  business,)  is  good.  The  fact  of  the 
defendant's  temporary  absence  from  the  city,  does  not  vary  this  case 
from  that  of  Miller  v.  Hennen,  3  N.  S.  587. 

It  is  enough  that  the  person  to  whom  the  holder  means  to  resort 
for  payment,  has  legal  notice.  Holders  are  not  bound  to  give  this 
notice  to  all  the  parties  on  a  bill  or  note.  Chitty  on  Bills,  (1821,) 
2d5,  6. 


Henderson  v.  Beale's  Curator,     IV,  N.  S-  228. 

COURT  of  Probates  of  New  Orleans. 

The  opinion  of  the  judge  a  quo  on  questions  of  fact  will  be  sus- 
tained, if  not  manifestly  erroneous. 
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Treme  v.  Lanaux's  Syndics.     IV,  N-  S.  230. 

The  wife  mty  renounce  her  mortgage  on  her  hutbantTs  estate. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  question  presented  in  this  case  is  whether  the  renunciation 
made  by  the  wife  of  the  insolvent,  of  the  mortgage  which  she  had  on 
her  husband's  estate  for  the  restitution  of  bar  dotal  and  paraphernal 
effects  is  binding  on  her. 

This  renunciation  was  made  by  public  act,  in  a  contract  where  the 
husband  gave  a  mortgage  to  secure  a  person,  who  is  now  one  of  the 
creditors,  against  the  responsibility  he  incurred  by  endorsing  notes  for 
the  insolvent  The  property  on  which  the  mortgage  wa3  renounced 
formed  a  part  of  the  acquests  during  marris^ge. 

The  act  of  mortgage  after  stating  that  the  wife  of  the  mortgagor 
appeared  and  had  become  a  partv  to  the  act,  she  being  duly  author 
rised  to  that  effect,  by  her  husbana,  proceeds  thus:  •*  And  the  said  Mrs. 
Lanaux,  after  having  read  and  understood  what  is  already  written, 
said  and  declared,  that  being  well  informed  of  the  rights  which  the 
law  granted  her  on  the  property  mortgaged  by  her  husband  in  the 
present  act,  she  consents  to  said  mortgage,  she  renounces  all  rights  of 
mortgage  which  she  has  on  the  same,  and  particularly  the  hypothe- 
cation resulting  from  their  contract  of  marriage.     Upon  which  the 
notary  aforesaid  declared  to  the  said  Mrs.  Lanaux  that  before  receiv- 
ing her  consent  and  renunciation,  it  was  his  duty  to  inform  her  that  by 
the  laws  of  this  state,  she  had  a  tacit  mortgage  on  the  property  of  her 
husband,  and  also  upon  those  of  the  community  which  existed  be- 
tween her  and  him,  in  case  she  renounced  said  community.     First, 
for  the  restitution  of  her  dowry,  and  for  the  replacing  of  her  dotal 
effects  brought  into  marriage.     Secondly,  for  replacing  the  dotal  pro- 
perty which  she  might  have  ai^quired  during  marriage,  by  sucoQssion, 
donation,  or  otherwise.    Thirdly,  to  indemnify  her  for  the  dpbts  which 
he  had  contracted,  or  might  contract  with  her  husband,  as  well  as  fpr 
replacing  her  proper  goods  alienated.    Fourthly,  for  her  paraphernsd 
property,  of  which  the  husband  might  have  the  administration,  and 
the  use.     And  Fifthly  and  lastly,  for  the  donations  made  by  her  hus- 
band by  cause  of  marriage.    That  by  giving  her  consent  to  the  said 
mortgage  of  her  husband,  she  deprived  herself  igjlevocably,  and  for 
ever,  of  her  recourse  on  the  property  therein  mentioned,  whether  by 
reason  of  mortgage,  privilege,  or  otherwise,  unless  the  said  notes 
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should  be  punctually  paid  by  her  husband.  Upon  which,  the  said 
Mrs.  Lanaux  declared  that  she  persisted  in  the  same  will  she  had 
already  manifested,  and  to  this  effect  she  declared  that  she  consented, 
and  by  these  presents  did  expressly  consent  to  the  said  mortgage,  as 
being  agreeable  to  her:  abandoning  all  rights  of  mortgage  or  others, 
which  she  had,  or  might  have  upon  the  property  which  form  the  ob^ 
ject  thereof,  whether  by  title  of  dowry,  donation  or  otherwise,  and 
renouncing  formaUy,  now  and  forever,  her  said  right  in  favor  of  the 
said  Claude  Ren6.  And  she  promises  and  binds  herself,  as  well  in 
her  name  as  in  that  of  her  heirs  and  assigns,  that  she  will  always 
hold  and  consider  valid  the  said  mortgage,  as  well  as  the  renuncia- 
tion she  now  makes,  to  the  right  which  she  had,  or  may  have,  on  the 
property  on  which  the  said  mortgage  has  been  given:  that  she  or  no 
other  person  in  her  name,  shall  ever  contest  it,  and  she  renounces  all 
rights,  privileges,  laws,  and  customs,  existing  in  her  favor,  or  which 
she  might  invoke  against  the  said  Claude  Ren6.  By  reason  of  which, 
&C.  &c.'' 

As  there  seems  to  exist  yet  a  considerable  doubt,  as  to  the  extent 
to  which  married  women  may  bind  themselves  with  their  husbands, 
and  to  the  form  as  well  as  the  effect  of  the  renimciation  made  by  her; 
the  present  seems  a  convenient  and  proper  occasion  for  bringing 
together,  and  passing  in  review,  the  decisions  already  made  in  our 
courts  on  this  subject. 

The  first  case  was  that  of  Beauregard^s  Executor  v.  Peimas'  wife. 
That  was  an  action  to  recover  out  of  the  property  of  the  wife,  (the 
husband  having  become  insolvent)  the  price  of  a  slave  sold  by  the 
testator  to  the  husband  by  a  notarial  act  of  sale,  to  which  the  wife 
became  a  party,  as  surety y  and  as  such  in  conjunction  with  her  hus- 
band, hypothecated  her  property  present  and  to  come. 

It  was  decided  in  favor  of  the  defendant,  on  the  ground  that  the 
renunciation  was  general,  instead  of  being,  as  the  law  required,  special; 
that  the  notary  had  failed  to  mention  that  the  61st  law  of  Toro  was 
renounced,  but  had  stated  generally,  that  she  renounced  all  the  laws 
of  Toro.     1  Mar  tiny  281. 

The  second  was  that  of  Brognier  v.  Forstall.  In  that  case  the  wife 
bound  herself  jointly  with  her  husband,  to  the  payment  of  a  debt,  to 
secure  which,  they  mortgaged  to  the  creditors  certain  slaves.  She 
afterwards  contested  the  validity  of  the  contract,  on  the  ground  that 
the  obligation  had  not  been  made  in  such  a  manner  as  to  bind  her; 
and  that  it  had  not  destroyed  the  tacit  mortgage  which  she  had  on 
her  husband's  property,  for  the  restitution  of  her  dowry.  The  court 
gave  judgment  against  her.  On  the  first  ground  because  the  renun- 
ciation was  formal;  on  the  second,  that  the  effect  of  this  renunciation 
was  to  destroy  the  tacit  mortgage  she  had  for  the  restitution  of  her 
dowry,  as  well  as  to  render  her  liable  according  to  the  obligation  she 
had  entered  into. 

In  pronouncing  judgment,  the  court  also  decided,  that  when  the 
renunciation  was  made  in  due  form,  it  was  unnecessary  to  prove  the 

24* 
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contract  had  turned  out  to  be  ben^fiqi^l  to  the  wife;  and  also  that 
Ibe  case  was  not  aiioh  a  one  as  required  a  special  renunciation,  that 
being  only  requisite  when  the  husband  contracted  singly,  as  in.  cases 
where  he  alone  had  a  right  to  act.     3  Mariin^  577. 

The  third  case  was  that  of  Bour^cier  v.  Lannusse,  where  the  wife 
joined  in  the  sale  of  property  belonging  to  the  community.  The 
Court  there  took  the  distinction  between  those  contracts  in  which  the 
wife  was  a  party  principal,  and  those  where  she  made  her  appearance 
iA  the  character  of  a  third  party.  But  decided  that  the  instrument 
produced  was  not  binding  on  her,  because  she  had  renounced  a  law 
not  made  for  the  conitract  she  had  entered  into;  but  for  lier  protec- 
tion in  case  she  bound  herself  in  solido  with  her  husband,  3  Akxr^ 
iifij  581. 

The  next  time  the  question  came  before  the  court,  was  in  the  case 
d  GbapiUon  and  Wife  v.  St.  Maxent's  Heirs.  In  the  contract  which 
gave  rise  to  it,  the  wif(»  had  bound,  herself  jointly  with  her  husband^ 
and  mortgaged  her  property  for  a  debt  due  by  him.  The  renunciation 
was  in  due  form,  and  the  court,  adhering  to  its  decision  in  the  case  of 
Brognier  t;.  Forsta}!,  declared,  that  it  was  not  necessary,  to.  prove  the 
debt  was  created  for  her  advantage.    5  J/ar/in,  167. 

The  same  subject  was  again  presented  in  the  case  of  Dumford  v. 
Gr^s  and  his  Wife,  where  the  latter  had  entered  into  an  obligation 
jointly  with  her  husband.  There  was  no  renunciation  in  the  act, 
and  the  court  decided  that  the  plaintiff  mnst  prove  the  debt  had  turned 
tp  her  benefit;  and  such  proof  not  being  given,  judgment  was  for  the 
defendants. 

In  that  case,  the  court  also  held  that  the  Civil  Code  had  not  changed 
the  apcient  laws  in  this  matter,  and  they  further  declared  it  their 
opinion,  that  in  no  case  could  the  wife  bind  henself  as  surety  for  the 
husband.     7  Martin^  484. 

The  point  last  mentioned  came  directly  before  the  court  in  the  late 
Qase  of  Banks  v,  Trudeau,  and  the  opinion  there  expressed,  in  relation 
to  the  power  of  the  wife  to  become  security  for  the  husband,  was  in 
conformity  with  that  already  intimated  in  the  case  of  Durnford  v. 
Gros.  The  court  also  held,  that  this  prohibition  could  not  be  avoided 
by  giving  to  the  agreement  the  form  of  an  obligation  in  solido,  2 
K  S.  39. 

From  this  review  of  these  cases,  it  will  appear  thai,  that  now 
before  us,  is  different  from  them  all.  Here  the  wife  neither  bound 
herself  jointly,  nor  as  surety  for  her  husband:  she  noerely  consented, 
that  the  property  of  the  community  on  which  she  had  a  mortgage, 
should  be  hypothecated  in  favor  of  a  third  person*  But  even  this 
question  hsis  been,  before  the  court,  and  decided,  in  a,  case  which  was 
Qot  cited  in  argument.  We  allude  to  that  of  JUi  Farge  v.  Morgan  ei 
a/.,  11  Martin^  529. 

The  renunciation  there  made,  was  on  a  contract  similar  to.  this,  and 
the  manner  in  which  the  renunciation  was  made  the  same.  That 
now  before  us  pursues  almost  Uterally,  the  5ath  law  of  the  18th  title 
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of  the  3d  Partidaay  which  prescribes  the  manner  the  act  should  be 
drawn  up,  where  the  wife  consents  to  an  alienation  made  by  the  bus* 
Vand,  We  therefore  think  the  renunciation  binding  on  her.  This 
opinion  accords  with  an  intimation  made  by  the  court  in  the  case  of 
Bourcier  v,  Lannusse,  though  the  point  was  not  necessary  to  a  decision 
of  that  cause.* 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  parish  court  be  afltoned,  with  costs. 

Morel,  for  the  plaintiff. 

Morphy  and  Trabuc,  for  the  defendants. 


Leglise  v.  His  Creditors,     IV,  N,  S.  238. 

Adminion  (^  senrice  of  citation  of  appeal  by  the  attorney  of  plaimiffii,  cannot  hav^  a 
greater  effect  than  aervice  woold. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

A  motion  is  made  that  the  appeal  may  be  disn)issed,  on  the  ground 
that,  although  the  appellee  be  a  resident  of  the  state,  the  citation  waa 
not  personally  served  on  him  or  left  at  his  domicil,  but  was  served  on 
his  attorney. 

We  find  not  any  citation  returned,  but  observe  on  the  back  of  the 
record,  <*  Service  accepted  of  this  appeal,  Ripley  and  Conrad/'  the 
attorneys  at  law  of  the  appellee. 

The  right  of  appellees  residing  in  the  state,  to  receive  legal  notice 
of  appeal  themselves,  is  seciu'ed  to  them  by  law.     1  Afar/m,.  440. 

The  admission  of  the  service  by  the  attorney,  cannot  have  a  greater; 
effect  than  the  actual  service  on  him.  No  court  ought  to  pass  on  the 
rights  of  a  party,  who  does  not  appear  by  the  return  of  the  sheriff,  or 
any  act  of  his,  to  have  been  cited.  The  citation  or  the  service  of  it 
may  indeed  be  waived,  but  we  think  the  waiver  cannot  be  made  by 
any  one  but  the  party  without  a  special  power.    A  service  on  the. 

*Soe  Gaeqoet  et  aX,  e.  Dimitry,  9  Lou,  i{ep.'585,  592,  denying  the  nght  of  renun- 
ciation under  the  Louisiana  Code;  and  see  the  act  of  Assembly  of  March  37th,  1835, 
(which  grew  out  of  that  decision,)  giTing  wives  above  the  age  of  21  years,  in  future, 
under  certain  formalities,  ^  the  right  to  renounce,  in  favor  of  third  persons,  their  matri- 
■lonial,  dotal,  paraphernal  and  other  rights.** 
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attorney^  does  not  authorise  us  to  proceed,  unless  the  absence  of  the 
client  is  legally  proved. 

It  is,  therefore  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  appeal  be 
dismissed,  with  costs. 

UipUy  and  Conrad,  for  the  plaintiff. 

SegherSf  for  the  defendants. 


Dupuy  V.  Barlow.     IV,  N.  S.  239- 

In  an  action  against  a  sheriff  for  not  retaming  process,  if  a  writ  of  sequestration  issned, 

the  presumption  is  that  citation  did  also. 
The  measure  of  damages  is,  the  amount  claimed  in  the  previous  suit 

FOURTH  District 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

This  is  a  case  in  which  damages  are  claimed  from  a  sheriff  for 
negligence  and  improper  conduct  in  executing  process  in  a  suit  com- 
menced by  the  plaintiff  against  a  person  whom  he  alleged  to  be  his 
debtor.  Judgment  being  rendered  in  his  favor  in  the  present  suit, 
the  defendant  appealed. 

The  evidence  of  the  case,  as  it  appears  on  the  record  shows,  that 
Barlow,  the  present  plaintiff,  instituted  a  suit  against  J.  T.  Pember- 
ton,  to  recover  the  amount  of  a  due  bill,  given  by  the  latter  on  a  final 
settlement  of  accounts  between  these  parties,  which  purported  to  be 
given  for  a  balance  due  to  the  former  on  account  of  services  rendered 
by  him  as  manager  or  overseer  of  Pemberton's  plantation.  In  the 
suit  thus  instituted  the  petition  contained  the  usual  prayer  for  a  cita- 
tion, and  also  one  for  a  writ  of  sequestration,  requiring  the  sheriff  to 
seize  the  crop  of  cotton  then  on  the  plantation,  in  the  management  of 
which  the  services  of  the  plaintiff  had  been  given.  This  writ  was 
put  into  the  hands  of  a  deputy  of  the  present  defendant,  but  no  return 
of  service  of  it  or  of  citation  was  ever  made  to  the  court  from  whence 
these  writs  issued.  There  is  no  evidence  of  a  citation  having  actually 
issued:  the  testimonial  proof  shows,  that  the  deputy  sheriff  was  in 
possession  of  six  bales  of  cotton  seized  on  the  plantation  where  the 
plaintiff  has  acted  as  overseer,  subsequently  to  the  writ  of  sequestra- 
tion having  been  placed  in  his  hands.  The  amount  owing  by  Pem- 
berton  to  the  plaintiff,  is  ascertained  by  the  production  of  the  due 
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biU;  but  subsequent  to  its  date,  it  appears  that  Barlow  had  obtained 
a  horse  from  his  debtor,  which  he  sold  to  one  of  the  witnesses  in  this 
case  for  100  dollars.  On  these  facts  appearing,  the  district  court 
gave  judgment  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  for  the  full  amount  due  by  the 
(defendant  in  the  former  suit. 

There  was  a  motion  made  in  the  court  below  for  a  new  trial, 
based  on  two  principal  grounds:  want  of  sufficient  allegations  in  the 
petition,  and  the  inadequacy  of  the  evidence  to  support  the  plaintiff's 
olaim  either  in  whole  or  in  part  The  objections  to  the  judgment  of 
the  inferior  court,  now  made  on  the  appeal,  have  taken  for  their 
basis  grounds  very  similar  to  those  relied  on  in  the  motion  for  a  new 
«ial. 

In  relation  to  the  first  of  these  objections,  it  suffices  to  observe, 
Uiat  the  evidence  of  the  cause  was  admitted  without  exceptions  to 
its  pertinency  to  the  allegations  of  the  petition;  consequently,  if  it  be 
9ufficient  to  authorise  a  recovery  against  the  defendant,  judgment 
must  be  accordingly  rendered,  in  pursuance  of  the  law  of  the  Reco^ 
pilacionj  so  well  adapted  to  cure  all  errors  and  defects  of  pleading, 
and  which  has  already  been  applied  to  many  cases  by  this  court 
The  sole  question  which  requires  investigation,  arises  out  of  the 
evidence  in  the  cause:  does  it  show  such  negligence  on  the  part  of 
the  sheriff  as  to  make  him  responsible  to  the  plaintiff  in  damages, 
and  is  the  amount  of  injury  ascertained  by  it? 

The  only  evidence  on  record  relative  to  the  citation  in  the  suit 
commenced  against  Pemberton,  is  the  prayer  of  the  petition  that  such 
proof  might  issue.  It  was  asserted  in  the  course  of  the  trial  of  this 
cause,  and  not  denied,  that  the  clerks  of  the  different  courts  of  the 
state  make  no  record  of  citations  until  returns  on  them  by  the  officers 
whose  duty  it  is  by  law  to  serve  them;  consequently  a  record  in 
which  no  return  of  a  citation  is  made  never  exhibits  that  process. 
As  it  was  prayed  for  in  the  petition,  it  became  the  duty  of  the  clerk 
to  issue  this  process,  and  he  must  as  a  public  officer  be  presumed  to 
have  done  his  duty,  until  the  contrary  be  made  to  appear.  It  is  then 
a  legal  presumption,  that  the  sheriff  had  this  writ  as  well  as  that  of 
sequestration  in  his  hands,  and  that  he  might  have  served  them  both; 
most  clearly  the  latter,  as  it  is  shown  that  he  had  six  bales  of  Pem- 
berton's  cotton  in  his  possession  after  he  had  received  it  from  the 
clerk.  The  attempt  to  show  that  this  cotton  was  seized,  and  held  by 
him  as  security  for  the  payment  of  taxes  due  by  Pemberton,  has  not, 
in  our  opinion,  been  successful;  for,  there  is  no  evidence  which  shows 
that  any  were  due,  on  the  amount  of  them.  By  the  negligence  of 
the  sheriff,  in  not  properly  serving  and  returning  process,  the  plaintiff 
has  been  prevented  from  recovering  in  the  suit  by  him  commenced 
against  Pemberton,  the  amount  of  his  claim;  for,  it  is  shown,  that  the 
cotton  which  his  deputy  ought  to  have  holden  by  virtue  of  the  seques- 
tration, was  equal  in  value  to  the  amount  of  said  claim.  The  injury 
done  to  him  by  the  negligence  and  misconduct  of  the  officer,  is 
equivalent  to  the  debt,  which  he  thereby  failed  to  recover;  and  the 
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measure  of  remuneration  ought  to  conform  exactly  thereto.  But  he 
has  since  received  from  Pemberton  property  to  the  value  of  100  dol- 
lars, as  appears  by  the  testimony  of  one  of  the  witnesses.  This 
testimony  is  not  impeached  or  positively  contradicted  by  any  facts 
apparent  on  the  record;  it  must  therefore  be  received  as  true,  and 
the  amount  thus  proved  to  have  been  received  by  the  plaintiff  may 
fairly  be  viewed  as  a  payment  pro  tanto  of  the  claim  or  debt  which 
was  the  foundation  of  his  former  suit  The  amount  which  he  might 
have  recovered  in  that  suit,  being  the  measure  of  damages  for  which 
the  present  defendant  ought  to  answer,  must  be  reduced  by  partial 
payments  of  the  original  debt. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  comrt  be  avoided,  reversed  and  annulled;  and  it  is  further 
ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  plaintiff  and  appellee  do 
recover  from  the  defendant  and  appellant,  two  hundred  and  nineteen 
dollars,  with  legal  interest  from  the  judicial  demand  in  the  suit  against 
Pemberton,  and  that  the  appellee  pay  the  cost  of  this  appeal. 

Portevy  for  the  plaintiff. 

Hiriarty  for  the  defendant. 


Richardson  d  al.  v.  Weston.     IV,  N.  S.  244. 

FIRST  District 

A  factor  who  extends  the  time  of  credit,  though  he  did  it  not  in 
bad  faith,  makes  himself  personally  liable  for  the  debt 
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Parkinson  el  al.  v.  M'Donough  et  al.     IV,  N.  S.  246. 

AoeretioQ  takes  place  among  le^tces  in  case  of  tbe  lej^acy  being  made  to  several  con- 
jointly, though  the  testator  should  by  a  subsequent  member  of  the  sentence  in  which 
this  bequest  is  made,  assign  a  part  to  each  legatee. 

COURT  of  Probates  of  New  Orleans. 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

In  this  case  the  plaintiffs  claim,  by  accretion  or  right  of  survivor- 
ship, a  certain  portion  of  the  estate  of  Shepherd  Brown,  deceased, 
held  and  administered  by  the  defendants,  as  testamentary  executors. 

The  question  submitted  for  the  decision  of  the  court,  depends  off  a 
just  and  legal  interpretation  of  a  clause  in  the  will  of  the  testator 
Brown,  by  which  he  bequeathed  to  four  of  the  orphan  children  of 
Godfrey  Duher,  then  under  his  charge  and  protection,  one  share  or 
one-eighth  part  of  his  property:  and  this  question  is  limited  to  a 
decision  on  the  respective  rights  of  these  co-legatees,  as  based  on  the 
doctrine  of  accretion  or  survivorship,  and  the  legal  heirs  of  one  of 
them,  who  died  before  partition  or  having  obtained  possession  of  his 
share  of  the  legacy,  and  before  the  period  at  which,  according  to  the 
terms  of  the  will,  the  executors  were  bound  to  deUver  it  to  him. 

The  judgment  in  the  court  of  probates  being  against  the  right  of 
accretion,  under  the  clause  of  the  testament  above  alluded  to,  the 
plaintiffs  appealed. 

In  cases  of  doubtful  or  equivocal  expressions  in  testaments,  when 
disputes  arise  on  matters  to  which  they  relate,  it  is  a  primary  duty  of 
courts  of  justice  to  ascertain  with  all  possible  precision  the  mtenlion 
of  the  testator,  and  if  it  be  consistent  with  law,  to  give  it  effect.  The 
clause  of  the  will  now  under  consideration,  and  on  which  the  present 
contest  arises,  is  expressed  in  the  following  terms.  "  I  will,  and  be- 
queath to  the  orphan  children  of  my  old  friend  Godfrey  Duher,  and 
which  are  now  under  my  charge,  and  are  named  Mary,  Nancy, 
James,  and  Eliza,  one  share,  or  one-eighth  part  of  all  my  property, 
to  be  equally  divided  among  them;  the  same  to  remain  in  the  hands 
of  John  Hiram  Brown  and  my  friend  John  M'Donough,  and  by  them 
employed  in  the  education  and  support  of  them,  and  the  balance 
remaining  after  this,  if  any,  to  be  paid  to  them  as  they  arrive  at  age 
or  marry,  recommending  particularly  to  my  friend  and  nephew  the 
guardianship  and  protection  of  these  my  adopted  little  ones.''  We 
find  here  expressed  a  fatherly  affection  towards  these  orphans  on  the 
part  of  the  testator.  This  affection  probably  grew  in  part  out  of  the 
friendship  which  seems  to  have  subsisted  between  him  and  their 
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deceased  father;  but  was  no  doubt  perfected,  and  received  its  greatest 
strength  from  the  circumstance  of  their  having  been  thrown,  helpless, 
under  his  charge  and  protection.  By  performing  the  offices  of  a 
father  towards  them,  they  became  unto  him  as  children:  he  calls  them 
his  adopted,  and  as  such,  no  doubt,  intended  to  provide  for  them  by 
this  clause  of  his  will,  and  that  they  alone  should  take  the  property 
bequeathed  by  it,  in  exclusion  of  all  others,  for  their  mutual  benefit^ 
or  in  legal  terms  conjointly.  Believing  this  to  have  been  the  inten- 
tion of  the  testator,  it  remains  to  inquire  whether  it  be  expressed  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  authorise  the  court,  in  pursuance  of  law,  to  give 
it  effect.  The  cause  has  been  argued  somewhat  elaborately  by  the 
counsel  for  the  appellants,  and  in  the  argument,  the  court  has  been 
referred  to  decisions  of  the  court  of  chancery  of  England,  on  the  con- 
struction or  interpretation  of  testaments,  in  relation  to  the  vesting  of 
legacies,  &c.;  to  treatises  on  the  civil  law;  and  to  Taullier  on  the 
Code  Napoleon;  also  to  the  Civil  Code  lately  in  force.  On  this  last 
authority  the  counsel  for  the  appellees  relies,  and  did  not  argue  the 
o^tee,  as  its  decision  in  any  way  will  not  affect  their  interest.  We 
have  examined  attentively  the  texts  and  commentaries  found  in  the 
last  two  authorities,  as  containing  doctrine  most  applicable  to  the 
point  in  dispute.  We  have  ah'eady  quoted  the  clause  in  the  will, 
which  gives  rise  to  the  contest;  and  as  it  regards  the  facts  of  the  case^ 
it  is  only  necessary  to  state  that  James,  one  of  the  co-legatees,  died 
before  marriage,  or  arriving  at  the  age  of  majority. 

The  rules  laid  down  on  the  subject  of  accretion,  in  relation  to  tes- 
tamentary dispositions,  are  contained  io  arts.  195,  196,  and  197,  at 
page  250  of  the  former  Code.  Art.  195,  on  the  interpretation  of 
which  the  present  question  depends,  is  expressed  in  the  following 
words:  <<  Accretion  shall  take  place  for  the  benefit  of  the  legatees,  in 
case  of  the  legacy  being  matle  to  several  conjointly.  The  legacy 
shall  be  reputed  to  be  made  conjointly,  when  it  is  made  by  one  and 
the  same  disposition,  without  the  testator  having  assigned  the  part 
of  each  co-legatee  in  the  thing  bequeathed/' 

This  article  of  our  Code  is  verbatim  similar  to  the  1044  of  the 
Code  Napoleon. 

The  testator,  in  the  present  case,  bequeaths  to  four  persons  one- 
eighth  part  of  his  estate,  to  be  divided  equally  among  them.  Is  this 
a  legacy  made  without  assigning  to  each  co-legatee  his  part  in  the 
thing  bequeathed?  The  thing  bequeathed  is  one-eighth  part  of  the 
testator's  succession,  which  he  gives  to  be  equally  divided  between 
four  persons,  to  whom  the  bequest  is  made  conjointly,  according  to 
Ihe  first  member  of  the  sentence;  but  according  to  the  second,  they 
are  to  partake  of  it  in  equal  portions.  Considering  both  as  constitut- 
ing one  and  the  same  disposition,  it  would  seem  that  the  part  of  each 
co-legatee  was  assigned  in  the  thing,  nxA  that  one-fourth  of  the  one- 
eighth  of  the  testator's  estate  was  vested  in  each  of  these  legatees 
•eparately,  consequently  they  cannot  acquire  from  each  other  by 
accretion  or  survivorship.    This  would  perhaps  be  a  consti-uction 
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most  readily  given  to  the  clause  of  the  will  now  under  discussion. 
But  it  is  contended,  for  the  appellants,  that  the  terms  in  which  this 
bequest  is  made,  must  be  so  construed  as  to  give  the  full  force  of  a 
complete  testamentary  disposition  to  the  first  member  of  the  sentence, 
which  is  in  itself  perfect,  in  point  of  sense,  meaning,  and  intention: 
the  second  only  relating  to  the  manner  of  execution  or  carrying  into 
effect  the  disposition  thus  made. 

Notwithstanding  the  apparent  simplicity  of  the  principles  to  which 
the  Code  seems  to  have  reduced  the  doctrine  of  accretion,  (which  was 
held  to  be  the  most  subtle  of  the  civil  law,)  still  the  application  of 
those  principles  to  cases  arising  under  it,  is  not  entirely  free  from 
difficulty. 

If  the  interpretation  contended  for  by  the  appellants  be  tolerated 
by  law,  it  will  afford  the  means  of  giving  effect  to  the  intention  of  the 
testator  in  the  present  case. 

In  order  that  accretion  may  take  place  among  co-legatees,  it  is 
necessary,  according  to  the  Code,  that  they  should  be  conjuncii  re  ei 
verbis;  except  in  cases  where  things  bequeathed  to  several  persons 
separately,  are  not  susceptible  of  division  without  deterioration;  a 
circumstance  which  authorises  accretion,  inter  conjunctos  re  iantum. 

The  distinction  between  a  bequest  of  a  thing  to  many  in  equal 
portions,  and  one  wherein  a  testator  gives  a  legacy  to  two  or  more 
individuals,  to  be  divided  in  equal  portions,  appears  at  first  view 
extremely  subtle  and  refined.  The  difference  of  phraseology  in  those 
two  modes  of  bequeathing  is  so  slight  as  not  readily  to  convey  to  the 
mind  any  difference  in  ideas,  and  can  only  produce  this  effect  by 
separating  the  members  of  the  sentence  in  the  latter  phrase;  in  truth 
to  create  two  distinct  sentences,  each  complete  in  itself  with  regard 
to  sense  and  meaning;  the  one  relating  to  the  disposition  of  the  will, 
the  other  to  its  execution.  We  might  hesitate  much  in  adopting  this 
method  of  construction,  were  it  not  sanctioned  by  the  authorities  cited 
in  behalf  of  the  appellants:  the  doctrine  contended' for  is  fiilly  sup- 
ported by  the  Commentary  of  Toullier,  on  the  1044th  article  of  Code 
Napoleon,  which  we  have  already  shown  to  be  precisely  similar  to 
that  of  our  own  Code  on  the  same  subject.  See  5  Toullier^  p.  645, 
646,  and  647,  nos.  689,  690,  691,  and  692. 

From  this  examination  of  the  cause,  it  is  readily  perceived  that  the 
law  against  substitution  is  inapplicable  to  the  question  before  the 
court. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  court  of  probates  be  avoided,  reversed  and  annulled;  and  that 
the  case  be  remanded  to  the  court  of  probates,  to  be  proceeded  in  d% 
novo  according  to  law. 

fVatts  and  Lobdell,  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Grymesy  for  the  defendants. 
Vol.  III.— 25 
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A.  &  W.  Bird's  Syndic  v.  Dix's  Estate.     IV,  N.  S.  254. 

COURT  of  Probates  of  New  Orleans. 

An  agent  who  sells  goods  on  credit,  is  not  responsible  to  the  prin- 
cipal until  the  price  is  received,  unless  the  sale  was  made  improperly. 


Cecil  V.  Preuch.     IV,  N.  S.  256. 

FIRST  District. 

A  firmer  who  takes  in  cattle  to  pasture  for  hire,  must  keep  his 
ground  under  a  good  fence,  and  if  it  be  not  at  the  time  he  receives 
the  cattle,  he  ought  immediately  to  repair  it. 


Herriot  et  al.  v.  Broussard.     IV,  N.  S.  260. 

Officers  of  the  United  States  are  not  to  be  considered  as  foreign  officers. 

Their  certificates  under  seal  or  sign  manual  are  sufficient  to  giye  faith  and  credit  to 

instrumenta  emanating  from  them  in  their  official  capacity. 
An  endorsement  on  the  back  of  a  title  which  remains  in  the  possession  of  endorser,  does 

not  transfer  the  property  to  the  endorsee. 
A  synallagmatic  agreement,  neither  made  double  nor  executed,  is  null. 
Receipts  from  officers  of  the  United  States,  for  the  payment  of  the  purchase-money  of 

lands  under  the  pre-emption  laws,  are  evidence  of  title,  although  not  perfected  by  the 

issuing  of  a  grant  in  form.    So  also,  the  certificates  of  the  commissioners  of  the  United 

States. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


FEBRUARY  TERM,  1826.  291 

[Herriot  HaLv.  BrouMird.] 
FOURTH  District 

Mathbws^  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  suit  is  brought  to  recover  from  the  defendant  a  certain  tract 
of  land,  described  in  the  petition  of  the  plaintiffs,  as  being  held  by 
them  by  purchase  from  the  United  States.  The  answer  contains  two 
grounds  of  defence:  right  of  possession,  and  title  in  the  defendant 
derived  from  the  ancestor  of  the  plainti£&.  The  judgment  of  the  dis- 
trict court  is  in  favor  of  the  latter,  from  which  the  former  appealed. 

The  evidence  of  the  case  establishes  the  locum  in  quo,  and  shows 
the  manner  in  which  possession  was  obtained  by  the  defendant  under 
an  act  of  sale  sous  seing  priviy  executed  by  their  ancestor  and  also 
subscribed  by  the  present  plaintiff.  This  deed  purports  to  convey 
the  land  in  question  to  the  defendant,  in  consideration  of  a  price 
therein  stipulated  to  be  paid  by  him  in  annual  instalments,  but  was 
never  accepted  or  signed  by  him.  As  evidence  of  title  in  the  plain- 
tifls,  they  offered  two  receipts,  dat^  at  New  Orleans,  April  20th, 
1822,  purporting  to  have  been  given  to  the  heirs  of  A.  Herriot  for 
the  purchase-money  of  their  pre-emption  right  to  two  tracts  of  land, 
founded  on  the  laws  of  congress,  according  to  front  proprietors  of 
land  situated  on  water  courses,  a  right  to  take  by  purchase  the  land 
in  the  rear  of  their  possessions:  these  receipts  are  signed  by  J.  J. 
M'Lanahan,  as  receiver  of  money  for  the  United  States,  for  the  dis- 
trict in  which  the  premises  now  in  dispute  are  situated:  also  two 
plats  of  survey,  certified  by  John  0.  Turner,  as  P.  D.  S^  for  said 
district 

The  evidence  of  title  in  the  defendant  is  the  act,  under  private  sig- 
nature, above  stated,  dated  the  2d  of  July>  1819;  about  which  time 
he  took  possession  of  the  land,  and  has  continued  to  occupy  it  ever 
since,  uninterruptedly,  until  the  commencement  of  the  present  suit 

We  find  on  the  record  two  bills  of  exception;  one  to  itie  introduc- 
tion of  the  receipts,  and  the  other  to  that  of  the  plats  of  survey.  The 
objection  to  the  receipts  is  based  on  two  grounds:  First,  want  of  proof 
of  the  signature  of  the  person  who  signed  them,  and  of  his  official  ca- 
pacity; Secondly,  admitting  them  to  be  genuine;  they  afford  no  evi- 
dence of  title  in  the  plaintiffs,  having  been  transferred  from  them,  by 
endorsement,  to  another  person.  As  it  regards  the  first  of  these 
grounds  of  opposition,  it  is  believed  that  it  may  be  assumed  as  an 
axiom,  that  officers  of  the  United  States  ought  not  to  be  held,  in  the 
exercise  of  authority  or  performance  of  the  duties  of  their  offices,  as 
foreign,  in  relation  to  the  citizens  or  public  officers  of  the  states  indi- 
vidually. Officers  appointed  by  the  power,  and  in  conformity  with 
the  principles  of  the  general  government,  are  officers  for  the  whole 
United  States  collectively,  and  for  each  state  separately,  so  far  as 
their  functions  relate  to  the  interest  of  the  states  separately,  or  that  of 
the  citizens  of  each  state,  and  quoad  haecy  they  are  officers  of  the  state, 
and  as  such  are  presumed  to  be  generally  known  and  recognised;  for 
the  governed  ought  to  know  their  governors  and  the  authority  by 
which  they  act 
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Considered  in  this  light,  their  acts  must  be  received  as  authentic, 
when  properly  certified;  and  where  they  are  not  bound  by  law  to 
keep  a  seal  of  office,  a  certificate  or  act,  under  their  sign  manual,  is 
sufficient  to  give  full  faith  and  credit  to  written  instruments  emana- 
ting from  them  in  their  official  capacity.  The  just  foundation  of  this 
entire  faith  and  credit  rests  on  the  testimony  of  public  officers,  in  re- 
lation to  matters  submitted  to  their  charge,  which  cannot  be  rejected, 
except  on  suggestion  and  proof  of  fraud,  falsehood,  or  forgery.  We 
are  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  judge  a  quod\A  not  err,  in  admitting 
the  receipts  of  the  receiver  of  public  moneys  for  the  United  States  on 
the  first  ground  of  opposition.  The  plats  of  survey  stand  on  the 
same  footing  with  the  receipts;  and  the  question  respecting  their  ad- 
missibility must  receive  the  same  solution. 

The  right  of  pre-emption  was  given  to  front  proprietors,  by  an  act 
of  congress,  passed  in  1811,  and  was  limited  to  three  years,  but  was 
afterwards  revived,  by  an  act  of  1820,  and  limited  to  two  years. 
Under  this  latter  act  the  plaintiffs  in  the  present  case  seem  to  have 
perfected  their  purchase,  and  thereby  acquired  title  from  the  United 
States.  What  may  be  the  legal  effect  of  the  endorsement  on  the 
receipts  which  they  held  for  payment  of  the  purchase-money  to  the 
United  States,  it  is  not  now  necessary  to  inquire;  being  clearly  of 
opinion  that  it  does  not  operate  a  transfer  of  their  title  to  the  land  for 
which  the  payment  was  made.  It  is  not  a  legal  conveyance  of  real 
estate,  either  in  form  or  substance;  it  does  not,  on  the  face  of  it,  pur- 
port to  be  such;  it  has  not  been  accepted  in  writing  by  the  endorsee. 
We  therefore  conclude  that  the  judge  a  quo  did  not  err  on  the  second 
ground  of  objection,  in  receiving  these  receipts  as  evidence  of  title  in 
the  appellees. 

Let  us  now  examine  the  defendant's  claim.  He  relies  on  a  right 
of  possession  and  a  right  of  property.  Having  been  more  than  a 
year  in  peaceable  possession,  he  has,  by  our  law,  acquired  the  right 
of  being  maintained  in  his  occupancy  against  all  persons  without  title, 
against  whom  his  possession  is  adverse;  but  this  right  must  yield  ta 
title,  or  the  right  of  possession  of  those  under  whom  he  claims;  for  if 
they  have  not  legally  transferred  to  him  their  rights  entire,  he  can 
only  be  received  as  their  tenant  at  will  or  at  sufferance.  The  pos- 
session or  right  of  possession  of  the  ancestor  of  the  plaintiffs,  at  the 
time  of  the  execution  of  the  deed  sotis  sein^  privi  depended  on  the 
extent  of  the  grant  under  which  he  held  the  land  fronting  on  the 
river;  this  did  not  embrace  within  its  limits  the  property  now  in  dis- 
pute, he  therefore  had  no  title  to  it;  consequently  no  constructive 
possession,  and  it  is  not  pretended  that  he  had  actual  seisin.  At  that 
period  he  liad  not  even  the  means  of  acquiring  title;  for  the  right  of 
pre-emption,  granted  by  the  act  of  1811,  was  lost  by  limitation  or 
prescription.  As  he  had  neither  title  nor  possession  at  the  time  of 
the  pretended  sale  to  the  defendant,  he  could  not  transfer  those  rights; 
the  appellant  is  therefore  not  a  possessor  under  him.  But  if  the 
act  of  sale  be  good  in  law,  and  binding  on  the  contracting  parties;  in 
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Other  words,  if  it  were  a  deed  completely  translative  of  title,  then  the 
title  subsequently  acquired  by  the  appellees,  under  the  act  of  con- 
gress of  1820,  ought  to  inure  to  the  benefit  of  the  defendant  We  are, 
however,  of  opinion  that  the  plain tifis  were  authorised  to  consider 
that  act  as  a  nullity.  It  is  literally  and  essentially  synallagmatic; 
the  obligations  created  by  its  very  terms  are  reciprocal  warranty  on 
the  part  of  the  seller;  and  promises  to  pay  the  price  in  instalments  by 
the  purchaser.  To  have  given  it  validity  in  its  origin,  it  was  neces- 
sary that  it  should  have  been  executed  in  as  many  originals  as  there 
are  parties  having  a  distinct  interest.  Civil  Code,  p.  306,  art.  227. 
There  is  no  evidence  that  it  was  thus  executed:  it  has  never  been 
signed  by  the  vendor,  although  it  contains  stipulations  on  his  part  to 
pay  the  price  of  the  thing  sold;  as  he  is  not  bound  by  it,  in  conse- 
quence of  withholding  his  signature,  the  other  contracting  party  may 
withdraw  his  consent  and  consider  the  act  as  null  and  void  in  truth 
as  never  having  been  executed.  The  inherent  defect  arising  from 
want  of  duplicity  is  not  cured  by  execution  or  performance  by  the 
defendant,  of  his  obligations;  he  has  not  paid  the  price.  The  present 
case  differs  widely  from  those  cited  and  relied  on  by  the  appellant's 
coansel,  viz.,  Bradford's  Heirs  v.  Brown,  11  Martin^  217;  Baudih  v. 
Roliff,  1  N.  S.  165;  and  Oldham  v.  Croghan,  3  K  S.  517. 

According  to  this  view  of  the  case,  it  is  seen  that  we  consider  the 
receipts  for  payment  of  the  price  of  pre-emption  claims  of  land,  as 
conferring  title  on  the  purchaser,  although  not  perfected  by  a  grant 
in  form.  So  the  courts  of  the  state  have  been  in  the  habit  of  receiv- 
ing as  evidence  of  title  certificates  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  for  the  adjustment  and  settle- 
ment of  land  claims,  which  have  always  been  admitted  as  authentic 
documents. 

The  defendant's  claim  for  remuneration,  on  account  of  ameliorations 
or  improvement  on  the  disputed  premises,  was  properly  rejected  by 
the  court  below.  He  is  not  one  of  those  possessors  to  whom  our 
laws  accord  such  a  right:  he  knew  that  he  held  without  title,  for  he 
did  not  accept  that  intended  to  be  conveyed  by  the  ancestor  of  the 
plaintiffs,  either  expressly  or  tacitly,  by  paying  the  price  stipulated. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment  of 
the  district  court  be  afiirmed,  with  costs. 

EtistiSy  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Waits  and  Lobdell,  for  the  defendant. 
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Shepherd  v.  Percy.     IV,  N.  S.  267. 

FIRST  District. 

This  case  turned  on  allegations  made  by  defendant  of  fraudulent 
contrivance  between  the  plaintiff  and  Miilaudon,  which  characterised 
as  void,  false  and  simulated,  a  sale  of  certain  premises  which  plaintiff 
now  sought  to  enforce.  Decided^  an  agent  appointed  to  superintend 
the  sale  at  auction  of  an  insolvent's  estate  (such  was  Millaudon,  the 
real  purchaser)  cannot  become  a  purchaser. 

The  Court  say: — The  appellee  contends  that  the  appellant  has  no 
real  interest  in  the  cause,  as  he  purchased,  not  for  his  own  accomit 
but  for  that  of  Millaudon;  that  Millaudon,  as  he  was  one  of  the 
agents  of  the  sellers,  and  the  principal  one,  could  not  fairly  purchase 
that  property. 

The  district  judge  was  of  opinion  that  the  evidence  does  not  place 
the  plaintiff  in  the  situation  of  Millaudon's  agent,  that  he  is  personally 
hound,  and  is  at  most  only  conditionally  bound,  to  convey  to  Millau- 
don. 

On  this  part  of  the  case  we  think  the  judge  erred.  We  believe 
from  th^  evidence,  and  the  reluctant  manner  in  which  the  plaintiff 
has  answered  the  interrogatories,  adds  much  to  the  belief,  that  Millau- 
don is  the  actual  purchaser,  and  that  the  plaintiff  consented  to  lend 
his  name  to  enable  Millaudon  indirectly  to  do,  what  they  believed 
he  could  not,  or  ought  not  to  do  directly. 

The  district  judge  has  concluded  that  a  sale  to  Millaudon  would 
have  been  good,  because  the  agreement,  under  which  he  was  ap- 
pointed a  commissioner,  takes  the  case  out  of  the  policy  and  reason 
of  the  law,  which  forbids  agents  to  purchase  the  property  of  their 
principals;  that  the  principals  had  so  limited  his  agency  that  he  could 
not  possibly  defraud  them;  the  hour  at  which  the  auctioneer  was  to 
strike  off  the  property  was  fixed,  and  Millaudon  could  not  quicken 
or  slacken  time. 

It  is  in  the  evidence  that,  although  the  time  could  not  be  quickened 
nor  slackened,  the  auctioneer  conceived  himself  so  much  under  the 
orders  of  the  counmissioners,  as  to  ask  their  leave  to  cry  the  property 
a  little  longer. 

Chabaud,  Millaudon,  and  Henderson,  or  either  of  them,  were  to 
make  all  necessary  dispositions,  to  advertise  and  superintend  the  sale, 
prepare  the  deeds,  &c.;  and  the  conunissioners  of  the  creditors  of 
Tricou  &  Son,  or  a  majority  of  them,  jointly  with  Millaudon,  (who, 
in  this  instance,  represented  alone  his  employers,)  were  the  judges 
of  the  solvability  ol  the  makers  and  endorsers  of  the  notes  offered. 
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Henderson,  one  of  the  commissioners,  refused  his  assent  to  the 
sale.  It  is  not  shown  that  Chabaud  interfered,  and  Millaudon  was 
empowered  to  act  alone.  In  passing  on  the  notes  offered,  neither 
Chabaud  nor  Henderson  could  have  any  agency. 

We  think  the  judge  erred  in  concluding  that  Millaudon's  agency 
was  so  limited,  that  he  could  not  defraud  his  employers. 

At  the  sheriff's  sale  235,000  dollars  were  bid,  u  e.,  90,000  dollars 
more  than  the  price  at  which  the  plaintiff,  or  rather  Millaudon, 
purchased. — Henderson,  Millaudon's  colleague,  was  of  opinion  the 
property  should  not  be  sold  for  less.  Had  not  Millaudon,  in  deter- 
mining to  become  the  purchaser,  placed  his  duty  and  his  interest  at 
variance,  it  is  not  unlikely  that  the  former  would  have  prevailed,  and 
the  property,  the  sale  of  which  he  had  pledged  himself  to  superintend 
for  the  benefit  of  the  concerned,  would  not  have  been  sacrificed. 

Millaudon  having  the  power  of  acting  alone  on  the  trust,  had  in 
our  opinion,  an  immense  latitude,  and  if  disposed  to  avail  himself 
of  it,  had  his  employer's  interests  perfectly  at  command. 

A  sale  of  a  property  exceeding  in  value  200,000  dollars,  when  put 
up  in  block,  must  find  a  purchaser  within  a  very  limited  circle;  119^ 
slaves  sold  individually,  and  exhibited  to  the  bidders,  may,  perhaps, 
bring  a  higher  price  than  when  put  up  in  a  lot. 

Millaudon  had  the  advantage  over  other  bidders,  that  on  the  part 
of  his  employers,  at  least,  there  would  be  no  very  rigid  inquiry,  into 
the  solvability  of  the  maker,  or  endorser  of  the  notes,  he  might  offer 
if  be  purchased.  For  of  this,  he  was  the  only  judge.  He  offered 
himself  as  an  endorser,  and  we  think  that  whatever  may  be  his  solva- 
bility, he  had  no  authority  to  sit  in  judgment  on  it. 

Perhaps  as  he  was  joined  to  two  other  individuals,  one  of  whom 
dissented  from  the  sale,  and  either  had  a  power  to  act  alone,  he  might 
have  declined  to  act  and  purchased  at  a  sale  superintended  by  the 
third  alone. — This  third  person,  Chabaud,  does  not  appear  to  have 
acted;  but  if  he  had,  he  could  not  have  given  perfection  to  the  sale; 
for  he  was  not  authorised  to  judge  of  the  solvabilities  of  the  persons, 
whose  names  were  on  the  notes  offered.  As  to  this,  the  defendant, 
and  his  coproprietors  had  given  no  authority  to  any  one  but  Millau- 
don.— Cur,  Phil,  Com.  Terr.  Factores;  Pothier  f^enleyHO.  13;  Civil 
Code,  349,  art.  14;  Harrod  et  al.  v.  Norris's  Heirs,  11  Martiriy  297. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  that  there 
be  judgment  for  the  defendant,  with  costs  in  both  courts. 

Orymes  and  Seghers^  for  the  plaintiff. 

DeniSj  for  the  defendant. 
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A  note  made  in  another  state  is  governed  by  tiie  laws  of  that  state,  althoogli  endorsed  to 

a  cititen  <^  this. 
Under  a  plea  of  errors  evidence  maj  be  given  that  an  acconnt  which  the  maker  had 

against  the  payee^  was  omitted  in  the  settlement,  on  which  tlie  note  was  given. 
If  a  tutor  take  a  note  in  his  own  name  for  moneys  duo  the  minor,  a  debt  due  by  the 

tutor,  in  his  own  right,  may  be  offered  as  a  defence  to  it. 

THIRD  DistricL 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  case  was  heard  last  June,  and  judgment  pronounced  at  that 
term.  Doubting  the  correctness  of  our  former  judgment^  we  granted 
a  rehearing,  and  the  case  has  been  argued  again,  and  has  received 
all  tlie  elucidation  of  which  we  believe  it  is  susceptible. 

The  action  was  ipstituted  on  a  promissory  note  made  at  Natchez, 
payable  to  one  Lloyd  Gilbert^  and  by  him  endorsed  to  the  plaintiff 
and  appellee. 

It  is  shown  by  a  statute  of  the  state  of  Mississippi,  that  the  maker 
of  a  note,  in  that  state,  may  set  up  an^  equitable  defence  against  a 
bona  fide  endorsee,  which  he  could  ofier  against  the  payee.  Laws 
of  Mississippi,  464. 

The  first  question  in  the  cause  is,  by  what  laws  should  this  contract 
be  governed?    The  plaintiff  contends  that^  as  the  note  was  eiulorsed 


Digilized  by 


Google 


MARCH  TERM,  1826.  S97 

[Ory  V,  Winter.] 

in  this  state,  and  to  a  citizen  of  it,  the  rights  of  tlie  parties  must  be 
ascertained  by  the  laws  of  Louisiana. 

We  are  clearly  of  opinion  it  should  not.  That  the  validity  of  a 
contract  must  be  ascertained  in  relation  to  the  laws  of  the  country 
where  it  is  made,  is  a  rule  as  well  known,  and  of  as  frequent  applica- 
tion in  this  court  as  any  other  we  act  under.  We  see  nothing  in  the 
circumstance  of  the  rights  of  one  of  the  parties  being  transferred  to  the 
citizen  of  another  state,  which  can  take  the  case  out  of  the  general 
principle.  The  argument  which  attempts  to  do  so,  takes  for  granted 
the  note  was  negotiable,  in  our  understanding  of  the  term,  though 
the  very  object  of  the  statute  was  to  take  from  it  that  character.  This 
is  not  the  case  of  a  citizen  of  one  state  claiming  rights  in  opposition 
to  those  set  up  by  a  third  party,  under  a  contract  made  in  pursuance 
to  the  laws  of  another  country.  It  is  a  demand  made  under  an  agree- 
ment entered  into  in  a  foreign  state,  and  consequently  the  party  claim 
ing  rights  under  it  must  take  it  with  all  the  limitations  to  which  it 
was  subject  in  the  place  where  it  was  made,  and  that  although  he  be 
one  of  our  citizens. 

But  this  is  the  least  difficulty  the  case  presents.    The  two  principal 
points  in  the  cause  are,  first,  to  the  right  of  the  defendant  to  offer  the 
defence  relied  on,  under  the  pleadings;  secondly,  to  the  insufficiency 
of  the  proof  to  make  good  that  defence,  supposing  it  admissible. 
The  defendant  pleaded: 

That  the  note  sued  on,  was  given  in  error,  in  settlement  of  accounts 
with  the  payee,  Lloyd  Gilbert,  and  should  only  have  been  given  for 
the  sum  of  840  dollars. 

Under  this  plea,  depositions  of  sundry  witnesses  were  offered  in 
evidence,  to  show  that  an  account  which  the  defendant  had  against 
the  payee  was  omitted  in  the  settlement.  The  plaintiff  objected  to 
this  proof  being  received,  because  the  fact  was  not  put  at  issue  by 
the  pleadings.  The  court  below  sustained  the  objection;  and  gave 
as  a  reason  for  doing  so,  that  pleas  should  be  so  certain  that  the 
opposite  party  might  be  apprised  of  the  nature  of  the  defence  set  up, 
and  of  the  proof  that  will  be  probably  introduced. 

One  of  the  most  valuable  features  of  our  jurisprudence,  is  the  sim- 
plicity with  which  parties  are  permitted  to  bring  their  rights  before 
the  tribunals  of  justice.  Those  technicalities  which,  in  other  countries, 
embarrass  and  obstruct  the  progress  of  justice,  are  unknown  to  it. 
All  it  requires  is,  that  each  party  should  allege  his  grounds  of  attack 
or  defence  so  specially,  that  the  adversary  shall  not  be  taken  unawares, 
by  matters  springing  up  on  the  trial  of  which  he  was  not  apprised 
by  the  pleadings;  and  that  the  judgment  which  may  be  rendered  on 
tl^  issue  joined,  will  enable  him,  against  whom  it  has  been  given,  to 
protect  lumself  by  the  plea  of  res  judicata^  should  a  subsequent 
demand  be  made  for  the  same  thing. 

These  are  the  only  rational  objects  to  be  attained  by  pleading 
specially;  and  no  matter  what  may  be  the  nature  of  the  suit,  or  the 
defence  opposed  to  it,  the  rules  just  mentioned  furnish  the  proper  test 
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by  which  the  legality  of  the  party's  allegations  may  be  ascertained. 
A  good  deal  of  the  argument  addressed  to  us  by  the  counsel  of  the 
appellee^  went  to  ^ow  that  the  plea  offered  was  nothing  more  or  less 
than  a  plea  in  compensation^  and  should  have  all  the  certainty  of 
time  and  circumstance  which  a  defence  of  that  nature  requires.  We 
do  not  think  this  plea^  in  substance,  one  of  compensation;  for  a  debt 
existing  anterior  to  the  time  when  a  note  was  given  on  settlement  of 
accounts,  may  be  pleaded  as  a  diminution  of  the  original  debt,  as 
well  as  offered  in  compensation  of  the  claim  evidenced  by  the  note. 
But  under  whatever  name  offered,  it  should  have  that  certainty 
which  will  enable  the  party  to  whom  it  is  opposed,  to  know  what  is 
opposed  to  him,  and  to  protect  him  against  another  demand  for  die 
same  cause. 

That  the  pleadings  in  this  action  would  afford  the  plaintiff  complete 
protection,  if  sued  agedn  for  the  same  thing,  we  have  no  doubt 

The  defendant  avers,  the  note  was  given  in  error,  on  a  settlement 
of  accounts;  that  it  should  have  been  for  840  dollars,  instead  of  2843 
dollars.  This  plea  in  substance  admits,  that,  allowing  the  defendant 
credit  for  all  claims  which  he  had  against  the  plaintiff,  previous  to 
the  execution  of  the  instrument  sued  ou,  there  would  still  be  a  balance 
due  to  the  latter  of  840  dollars.  Should  a  subsequent  suit  be  brought 
for  any  debt  existuig  anterior  to  that  date,  this  judgment  could  be 
successfully  opposed  to  it;  for  as  the  defence  includes  all  demands, 
there  are  of  course  none  left  for  future  litigation.  The  Spanish  writers 
consider  this  mode  of  pleading,  as  that  by  which  the  party  against 
whom  judgment  was  given,  would  be  most  effectually  secured  against 
other  actions  for  the  same  matters  and  things.  .  And  a  law  of  the 
Partidas  tells  us,  that  if  the  plaintiff  claim  a  thing  generally,  and 
fail  in  his  proof,  he  can  never  after  renew  his  suit  for  the  same  thing; 
for,  by  setting  up  a  general  claim  he  includes  all  others  he  may  have 
to  it.  Part.  3,  tit.  2,  ley  25;  Curia  PhillipicOy  p.  l^stct,  11,  verba 
Libeloy  no.  7. 

.  But  the  very  circumstance  of  the  answer  being  so  general  in  its 
nature,  as  to  enable  the  plea  of  res  judicata  to  be  easily  supported, 
is  the  principal  cause  why  the  other  object  required  in  pleading  has 
not  been  so  well  attained.  It  certainly  would  have  been  more  formal, 
and  we  may  add  more  correct,  to  have  given  the  particular  grounds 
which  had  occasioned  the  error  in  the  settlement.  But  as  the  only 
reason  for  requiring  this  exactness,  (in  the  point  of  view  in  which 
we  are  now  considering  the  rule,)  is  to  guard  against  surprise;  if  it 
appears  from  the  circumstances  attending  the  progress  of  the  cause 
in  the  court  below,  that  in  point  of  fact  the  plaintiff  was  not  surprised, 
but  had  ample  information  of  the  grounds  on  which  the  defendant 
claimed  a  deduction,  we  do  not  think  the  latter  should  entirely  lose 
his  claim,  or  be  turned  round  to  litigate  it  in  another  action.  It  would 
be  permitting  the  plaintiff  to  use  that  as  a  sword  which  was  given 
him  as  a  shield.  Now  it  is  most  conclusively  shown,  by  the  fact  of 
taking  depositions  to  support  the  defence  long  before  the  trial,  at  the 
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taking  of  which,  the  plaintiff  by  bis  counsel  attended,  that  he  was 
fully  apprised  of  the  grounds  on  wbich  the  defendant  relied.  In  the 
case  of  Ralston  v,  Barclay,  decided  in  this  court,  where  the  pleadings 
were  more  informal  than  those  now  under  consideration,  it  was  held, 
that  as  the  record  showed  the  counsel  for  defendant  had  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  charge,  they  were  called  on  to  contest,  the  evidence 
would  not  be  excluded,  though,  without  circumstances  which  estab- 
lished this  knowledge,  the  proof  could  not  have  been  received.  By 
the  rules  of  the  Spanish  jurisprudence,  if  the  allegations  in  the  plead- 
ings were  too  general,  either  party  had  the  right  to  require  that  the 
particular  grounds  on  which  his  adversary  rehed  should  be  set  forth. 
It  is  unnecessary  for  the  decision  of  this  cause,  and  consequently 
would  be  improper,  for  us  to  say,  whether  that  rule  be  still  in  force 
here;  but  its  equity  is  most  manifest;  for  there  may  be  as  milch 
injustice  done  by  surprising  a  party  at  the  moment  of  trial,  with  such 
an  objection,  as  by  permitting  evidence  to  be  received,  of  which  the 
pleadings  did  not  give  sufficient  notice.  6  Mar  tiny  649;  Febrero,  p. 
2,  lib,  3,  cap.  1,  sect.  2,  no.  100'. 

It  is  next  urged  this  proof  should  not  have  been  received,  because 
the  debt  was  not  one  that  could  have  been  set  off  against  the  plaintiff's 
claim,  and  consequently  there  was  no  error  in  not  including  it  in  the 
settlement 

This  depends  on  the  understanding  of  the  parties  at  the  time  the 
note  was  made.  If  it  was  their  intention  this  amount  should  be 
deducted,  and  it  was  not  done,  there  was  error.  The  tutor  novated 
the  debt  by  taking  a  negotiable  note  in  his  own  name.  He  was  acting 
within  the  powers  conferred  on  him  by  law  in  doing  so,  and  if  the 
conditions  on  which  he  agreed  to  this  novation,  were  omitted  by 
mistake,  the  party  suffering  has  the  right  to  have  the  mistake  cor- 
rected. Whether  a  novation  thus  made  is  binding  on  the  minors,  is 
a  question  which  need  not,  or  could  not  be  settled  here,  but  as  it 
respects  the  tutor,  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  but  that  he  is  bound  by  it. 
He  is  also  bound  by  all  the  stipulations  on  which  he  agreed  in  the 
first  instance  to  accept  it.  If  he  is  not,  then  the  defendant  is  not  in 
any  way  responsible  on  the  note.  The  whole  agreement  is  binding, 
or  the  whole  is  void.  Pothier  on  Obligations,  537;  Dig.  liv.  46, 
tit.  2;  liv.  20 J  no.  1. 

We  see  no  error,  therefore,  in  the  former  judgment  of  the  courts 
except  in  pronouncing  final  judgment.  As  the  evidence  was  excluded 
below  the  cause  should  have  been  remanded  to  give  the  plaintiff 
the  opportunity  of  offering  proof  to  show  the  defence  unfounded. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adiudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  and  it  is  fur- 
ther ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed  that  this  case  be  remanded  for  a 
new  trial,  the  appellee  paying  the  costs  of  this  appeal. 
CuvillieTyiox  the  plaintiff. 
Porter  and  Workman,  for  the  defendant. 
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Debujs  &  Longer  v.  Johnson.     IV,  N.  S.  286. 

THIRD  District. 

The  defendant  on  whom  citation  has  been  irregularly  made,  waives 
the  objection  resulting  therefrom,  if  he  goes  to  trial  without  relying 
on  it. 

The  acceptor  of  a  bill  of  exchange  has  no  right  to  go  into  the  con- 
sideration between  the  drawer  and  drawee. 


Davis  V.  Hampton.     IV,  N.  S.  288. 

Pturchasioir  a  hone  that  has  been  itolen,  in  market  overt,  does  not  give  a  right  to  him 
unless  there  be  three  years  possession  following  the  sale. 

SECOND  District. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

The  plaintiff  claims  a  liorse  which  was  stolen  from  him  in  the  state 
of  Mississippi,  now  in  the  defendant's  possession,  or  the  value  thereof. 
The  defendant  pleaded  the  general  issue,  and  that,  admitting  the  fact 
as  stated  by  the  plaintiff,  still,  as  the  defendant  is  the  bona ^fide  owner 
and  possessor  of  the  horse,  having  purchased  him  openly  and  pub- 
licly of  a  horse  jobber,  in  the  public  highway,  the  defendant  is  at  all 
events  entitled  to  receive  the  price  paid  for  the  horse. 

The  plaintiff  had  judgment  for  the  horse,  but  wsis  decreed  to  reim- 
burse the  price.     He  appealed. 

His  counsel  urges,  the  judge  a  quo  erred  in  decreeing  the  payment 
of  the  price.  He  urges  that  the  old  Civil  Code,  488,  art.  75  and  76, 
gives  title  to  the  possessor  of  a  chattel,  after  a  possession  of  three 
years,  unless  it  has  been  stolen;  in  which  case  the  former  owner  can 
only  recover  it  on  paying  the  price  paid,  if  it  has  been  bought  in  a 
public  market  or  from  a  person  dealing  in  similar  commodities.  He 
contends  it  is  only  after  a  possession  of  three  years  that  the  purchaser 
may  demand  the  price;  and  that  the  isolated  fact  of  the  defendant's 
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vendor  having  sold  the  horse  now  claimed,  with  others  at  the  same 
tiaie,  does  not  constitute  him  a  vendor  of  horses.  It  is  insisted  that 
a  contrary  construction  would  repeal  the  article  of  the  Code,  by  ma- 
king it  a  dead  letter;  as  the  plaintiff  would  then  be,  in  every  case, 
compelled  to  refund  the  purchase-money,  and  would  result  in  the 
singular  anomaly  that  the  recovery  of  stolen  property  would  be  ren- 
dered harder  than  that  of  property  lost  by  carelessness  or  accident 
The  circumstance  of  the  two  articles  cited  being  placed  under  the  title 
of  prescription,  is  presented  as  one  that  supports  the  conclusion,  and 
it  is  said,  the  two  articles  being  connected  by  the  conjunction  buiy 
ought  not  to  be  divided. 

The  appellee^s  counsel  consider  the  76th  article  as  positive,  and 
unconnected  with  the  preceding. 

We  are  of  opinion  the  district  judge  erred.  The  75th  article  pro- 
vides, <<that  if  a  man  has  had  a  public  and  notorious  possession  of  a 
movable  thing  during  three  years,  in  the  presence  of  the  person  who 
claims  the  property  of  the  thing;  said  person  being  a  resident  of  the 
territory,  is  presumed  to  have  known  the  circumstance  of  the  posses- 
sion, and  the  property  becomes  vested  in  the  possessor,  unless  the 
thing  has  been  stolen. '^ 

Article  76 :  "  But,  however,  if  the  thing  stolen  has  been  purchased 
by  the  possessor,  at  a  public  market,  at  a  fair,  or  auction,  or  from  a 
person  dealing  in  similar  commodities,  the  former  possessor  can  only 
obtain  possession  of  the  thing  by  paying  the  possessor  the  purchase- 
money.^' 

The  last  article  appears  to  us  most  intimately  connected  with  the 
preceding,  of  which  it  is  a  modification.  It  begins  by  the  words, 
buty  however;  the  definite  article  precedes  the  substantive  thing. 
The  thing;  what  thing?  Evidently  that  just  spoken  of;  that  of  which 
there  has  been  a  possession  of  three  years. 

According  to  the  construction  contended  for  by  appellee's  counsel, 
the  sale  of  stolen  property  would  be  vastly  facilitated;  as  the  former 
owner  would  be  without  a  remedy  as  soon  as  the  thief  effected  a  sale. 
Thus  a  horse  thief,  if  he  was  for  a  while  successful,  would  be  a  dealer 
in  horses,  and  would  forever  preclude  the  person  the  horse  was  stolen 
from,  if  he  effected  a  sale  of  it. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  that  there  be  judgment,  that 
the  plaintiff  recover  the  horse;  and  in  default  thereof,  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  fifteen  dollars*  with  costs  in  both  courts. 

Nicholas,  for  the  plaintiff. 
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Thorn  &  Co.  v.  Morgan  et  al    IV,  N.  S.  292. 

A  conveyance  made  bj  a  citizen  of  this  state,  in  New  York,  thoii||:h  yalid  by  the  laws  of 
that  state,  is  void  here,  if  made  in  tiempo  inhabiL 

FIRST  District 

Mathews,  J.,  deKvered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

In  this  case  the  plaintiffs  sue  to  recover  a  house  and  lot  described 
in  their  petition  as  owners,  under  a  title  derived  from  John  W.  Oddie, 
an  insolvent.  The  sheriff  of  the  parish  of  Orleans,  Clark  the  S3mdic 
of  the  creditors  of  the  insolvent,  and  Brand  the  builder  of  the  bouse, 
are  made  defendants.  The  judgment  of  the  court  below  is  favorable 
to  the  claim  of  the  plaintiffs,  but  subjects  the  property  to  the  privilege 
of  the  builder. — Both  parties  seem  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  judg- 
ment below,  and  have  appealed. 

From  the  view  which  we  have  taken  of  the  cause,  it  is  unnecessary 
now  to  examine  the  claims  or  pretensions  of  any  of  the  defendants, 
except  that  of  Clark  in  his  capacity  of  syndic,  representing  the  mass 
of  creditors  of  the  insolvent.    The  act  under  which  the  plaintiffs  claim 
title  is  attacked  on  the  ground  of  legal  fraud  as  having  been  executed 
by  the  insolvent  at  a  time  when  he  was  in  failing  circumstances.    It 
was  made  in  the  state  of  New  York,  and  however  valid  it  may  be 
under  the  laws  of  that  state,  there  are  circumstances  shown  in  the 
present  case,  which  subject  it  to  the  control  of  our  state  laws     The 
insolvent  was  a  resident  of  New  Orleans;  went  to  New  York,  exiB- 
cuted  the  title  for  the  property  in  dispute  in  due  form  to  the  plaintiffs, 
and  in  one  month  afterwards  attempted  to  avail   himself  of  the 
benefit  of  the  insolvent  laws  of  that  state;  returned  to  New  Orleans 
and  made  a  cessio  bonorum  in  pursuance  of  our  laws  in  such  cases 
provided.     All  these  things  were  done  in  the  course  of  six  months. 
It  was  admitted  by  the  counsel  for  the  plaintiffs,  that  a  debtor  could 
not  legally  and  honestly  go  from  this  state  into  another,  and  there 
dispose  of  his  properly  to  the  prejudice  of  the  mass'of  his  creditors, 
under  the  sanction  of  foreign  laws.     Such  an  act  is  in  fraudtm  legum 
nostrum^  and  ought  not  to  be  tolerated.    Subjecting  the  decision  of 
the  present  case  entirely  to  the  laws  of  the  state  of  Louisiana,  it  offers 
little  difficulty.    We  are  clearly  of  opinion,  that  the  transfer  was 
made  by  Oddie  to  the  plaintiffs  in  tiempo  inhabil^dii  a  time  when  he 
was  unable  to  pay  all  his  debts,  and  when  his  property  ought  to  have 
been  considered  a  common  pledge  to  all  his  creditors,  according  to 
the  rank  and  privilege  of  their  claims.    This  case  differs  but  little 
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from  the  case  of  Kenner  et  aL  v.  Brown,  3  Martin^  270;  and  the  case 
of  Ritchie  et  al.y  Syndics,  v.  Sands  et  at,y  Syndics,  10  Ibid,  704.  In 
the  first,  a  mortgage  given  by  a  person  who  was  in  failing  circum- 
stances to  a  creditor,  intended  to  favor  him  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
mass  of  the  creditors,  was  declared  null;  in  the  other  a  sale  was  set 
aside,  on  account  of  having  been  made  in  fraud  of  creditors.  The 
attempt  made  by  Oddie,  to  avail  himself  of  the  insolvent  laws  of 
New  York,  not  more  than  one  month  after  he  had  conveyed  the  pro- 
perty now  in  dispute  to  the  plaintiffs,  is  such  evidence  of  his  inability 
to  pay  all  his  debts,  as  to  show  clearly,  that  he  was  insolvent  at  the 
time  he  executed  the  deed  of  conveyance. — Then  all  his  property 
was  a  common  pledge  of  his  creditors,  and  no  part  of  it  could  be 
legally  transferred  to  any  one  of  them  to  the  prejudice  of  the  rest. 
The  deed  is  voidable  according  to  the  acts  of  1818,  and  1817,  as  it 
is  by  every  principle  of  our  laws  relating  to  insolvency. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  it  is  fur- 
ther ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  sale  of  the  property 
mentioned  in  the  petition  by  John  W.  Oddie  to  the  plaintiffs,  be 
annulled  and  made  void;  and  it  is  further  ordered,  adjudged  and 
decreed,  that  the  cause  be  remanded  to  the  district  court,  with  direc- 
tions to  cumulate  the  same  with  the  proceedings  in  concurso  of  John 
W.  Oddie  v.  His  Creditors,  reserving  to  the  parties  in  the  suit,  other 
than  the  plaintiffs,  the  right  to  assert  their  claims  on  the  property 
according  to  law.    The  plaintiffs  paying  costs  in  both  courts. 

Morse^  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Bipleyy  Watts  and  Lobdellj  for  the  defendants. 


Caire  v.  Bank  of  Louisiana.     IV,  N.  S.  295. 

FIRST  District. 

Held^  under  the  charter  of  this  bank  it  is  not  bound  to  pay  the 
expense  of  sealing  the  bonds  of  the  state,  which  are  directed  to  be 
subscribed  by  the  governor,  countersigned  by  the  treasurer  and 
delivered  to  the  defendant  in  payment  of  the  portion  of  the  state,  in 
the  bank' s  capital  stock.  He  who  is  bound  to  give  an  instrument  in 
writing,  is  bound  to  subscribe  and  seal  it,  if  necessary.  The  notary 
is,  by  law,  paid  by  the  vendee:  but  the  costs  of  the  act  include  nothing 
which  the  vendor  is  to  perform  personally,  or  by  his  attorney. 
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Spraggins  v.  White's  Executors.     IV,  N.  S.  297. 

COURT  of  Probates  of  New  Orleans. 

Courts  have  the  power  ex  officio  to  send  causes  before  referees, 
under  the  acts  of  the  Legislative  Council,  1804,6;  1805,256;  Caulker 
V.  Banks,  3  N.  S.  532. 


Lafarge  v.  Ripley.     IV,  N.  S.  303. 

FIRST  District. 

A  party  interrogated  on  facts  and  articles,  cannot  by  his  answer, 
make  the  copy  of  an  instrument  evidence,  without  accounting  for 
the  loss  of  the  original. 

Nor  make  conversation  between  himself  and  a  third  party,  in  the 
absence  of  his  adversary,  evidence  against  the  latter. 


Dennison  &  Commaire  v.  Nicholson.     IV,  N.  S.  308. 

FIRST  District. 

QuaerCy  if  goods  were  consigned  to  M'Coy  &  Scallan,  and  were 
sold  at  auction  by  a  firm  of  auctioneers  called  M'Coy  &  Co.,  whereof 
M'Coy  was  also  a  partner,  and  payment  made  by  the  purchaser  at 
auction,  to  M'Coy,  is  this  payment  to  M'Coy  acting  in  a  separate 
capacity,  a  payment  to  the  house  of  which  he  is  a  member,  the  con- 
signees of  these  goods? 
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Wall  V.  Hampton  et  al.     IV,  N.  S.  310. 

SECOND  District 

A  verdict,  on  facts  submitted,  that  an  instrument  was  obtained 
"  through  fraud  or  error,''  without  saying  it  was  obtained  through 
either  absolutely^Ssvovdi  for  uncertainty. 


Ferguson  v.  W.  &  D.  Flower.     IV,  N.  S.  312. 

Partoera  in  steamboati,  residing  in  Louisiana,  are  bound  in  solido  for  necessaries  fur- 
nished the  boat,  in  a  country  where  the  law  creates  that  obli^tion. 

FIRST  District. 

PoBTER,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 
The  defendants,  citizens  of  Louisiana  and  residents  of  this  state, 
were  sued  as  owners  of  the  steamboat  Washington,  for  supplies  fur- 
nished at  Liouisville,  in  the  state  of  Kentucky. 

They  pleaded,  1.  The  general  issue.  2.  That  they  only  owned  one- 
eighth  of  the  boat,  and  could  not  be  made  responsible  beyond  the 
share  which  they  had  in  her.  Judgment  was  given  against  them  for 
the  whole  amount,  on  the  ground  that  the  contract  was  entered  into 
at  a  place  where  the  common  law  prevailed. 

The  case  of  Carroll  v.  Waters  arose  under  a  contract  entered  into 
in  this  state,  and  was  decided  on  the  provision  in  the  Code  respecting 
particular  partnerships.  The  whole  doctrine  has  been  examined  in 
the  argument  of  this  case,  but  it  would  be  improper  to  follow  the 
counsel  through  it,  for  the  cau$e  must  be  determined  on  particular 
grounds.     9  Martin^  500. 

It  is  proved  in  evidence,  that  by  the  laws  of  Kentucky,  where  the 
necessaries  were  furnished  for  this  boat,  part  owners  of  steamboats 
are  responsible  for  the  whole  of  the  supplies.  This  evidence  is  given 
without  qualification,  and  has  been  received  without  any  interrogato- 
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ries  being  put  to  the  witnesses;  whether  it  is  by  the  common  law  or 
by  particular  regulations  of  that  state,  that  one  owner  can  be  called 
on  for  the  whole  of  the  debts  contracted  on  a  voyage.  As  the  testi- 
mony appears  on  record,  the  duty  of  the  court  is  very  simple  and 
plain,  and  the  judgment  of  the  district  court  must  be  affirmed,  with 
costs. 

Whittlesey  J  for  the  plaintiff. 

Hennen,  for  the  defendants. 


Hicks  V.  Duncan  et  al.    FV,  N.  S.  314. 

An  attorney  for  an  absent  debtor  may  be  heard  in  court,  althoagb  no  property  is  attached. 
Affidavits  made  before  a  notary  public  in  New  York,  are  not  suffioteotly  authenticated 
by  the  seal  of  the  notary. 

FIRST  District. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

On  a  writ  of  attachment,  several  persons  were  summoned  as  gar- 
nishees, none  of  whom  admitted  he  had  any  property,  or  was  indebt- 
ed to  the  defendants.  One  of  the  garnishees,  however,  stated,  he  had 
drawn  bills  on  them,  and  his  being  a  debtor  or  creditor  depended  on 
the  fate  of  these  bills,  which  was  as  yet  unknown. 

The  court  appointed  an  attorney  to  defend  the  interest  of  the  de- 
fendants, and  this  gentleman  prayed  that  the  writ  of  attachment 
might  be  set  aside,  as  the  plaintiff  had  not  annexed  a  sufficient  affi- 
davit to  his  petition. 

This  was  refused,  the  court  being  of  opinion  that  as  the  sheriff's 
return  did  not  show  that  any  property  was  attached,  the  defendants 
were  not  in  court,  and  no  order  could  be  made  for  or  against  them. 

From  this  decision  the  attorney  appealed. 

The  court  having  (either  on  the  motion  of  the  plaintiff's  counsel, 
or  without  their  objeption)  appointed  an  attorney  to  defend  the 
interests  of  the  defendants,  it  became  his  duty  to  take  all  the  measures 
he  might  have  legally  taken,  if  appointed  by  them.  For  if  that  be 
not  the  case,  for  what  purpose  was  he  appointed?  His  appointment 
was  not  premature,  for  it  might  have  been  made  before  the  suit  was 
brought.    Civil  Code,  14,  art.  8. 

The  answer  of  the  garnishee  who  considered  himself  a  debtor  or 
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creditor  of  the  defendants,  according  to  the  fate  of  his  bills,  which 
was  as  yet  unknown,  bound  in  his  hands  whatever  he  might  owe  to 
the  defendants,  in  case  of  the  due  honor  of  the  bills,  and  it  was  im- 
portant to  the  defendant  to  loosen  the  garnishee's  hands,  if  the  note 
on  which  he  was  summoned  had  irregularly  issued.  The  attorney, 
in  our  opinion  ought  to  have  been  listened  to  when  he  offered  to 
show  this.  In  doing  so,  the  court  could  do  no  injury,  but  would  rather 
do  a  benefit  to  the  plaintiff;  for  an  illegal  attachment  could  have  no 
effect,  and  the  sooner  it  was  dissolved  was  certainly  the  better  for 
him. 

There  were  two  aflSdavits  annexed  to  the  petition,  one  from  the 
plaintiff,  made  before  a  notary  public  in  the  city  of  New  York; 
another  by  the  plaintiff's  agent  here. 

The  first  was  not  duly  authenticated;  the  signature  and  seal  of  the 
notary  being  verified  by  those  of  the  clerk  of  the  city  and  county. 
Of  these,  the  courts  of  this  state  have  no  better  judicial  knowledge 
than  of  the  notary's.  The  affidavit  is  silent  as  to  the  commorancy  of 
the  defendants. 

The  agent's  affidavit  lacks  the  assertion  of  his  knowledge  of  what 
he  swears  to;  he  speaks  of  his  belief  only.  This  heretofore  sufficed. 
1  N.  S.  98. 

But  now  the  vStatute  requires  the  agent  to  swear  from  his  own 
knowledge.    Code  of  Practice,  244.* 

We  think  the  attachment  issued  irregularly. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  and  the  attach- 
ment set  aside;  and  the  plaintiff  to  pay  costs  in  both  courts. 

Piercey  for  the  plaintiff. 

Slratobridgey  for  the  defendants. 

*  This  is  the  first  time,  it  is  thought,  that  the  Code  of  Practice  is  referred  to  in  the 
reports.  This  statute  (if  it  may  be  so  called,  as  was  the  old  Civil  Code,)  received  Icgisla^ 
ttve  sanction  on  the  12th  of  April,  1824,  but  owing  to  some  delay  in  the  contractor  for 
printing  and  publishing  it,  its  promulgation  was  deferred  for  more  than  a  year:  thus,  it 
wu  only  on  the  3d  of  October,  1825,  that  this  was  done  in  the  Parish  of  Rapides. 
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United  States  et  al.  v.  Hawkins'  Heirs.     IV,  N.  S.  317. 

A  jud|[[ment  a^nst  two,  without  stating  the  parties  ai«  oondemoed  in  mdido,  raakee 
eaoh  responsible  for  his  tirilt  share. 

Judgments  are  presumed  to  follow  the  obligation  thej  enforce.  But  when  the  prayer  'm 
the  petition  does  not  follow  the  obligation,  this  presumption  does  not  exist 

Bail  are  not  responsible  in  BoUdOf  unless  in  case  of  insolveney  of  one.of  tbem^  or  ubIcm 
when  sued,  they  fail  to  claim  the  benefit  of  division. 

The  service  under  a  writ  of fi,  fa.  doe^  not  divest  the  debtor  of  the  property  sieixed. 

A  seizure  of  land  gives  no  preference  over  other  creditors. 

The  United  States  have  not  «  preference  in  an  insolvent  estate  above  the  mortgage  cre- 
ditor. 

According  to  the  technical  rules  of  the  law  of  Louisiana,  the  mortgagee  ha9  a  right  to  the 
property  of  the  mortgaged;  and  there  is  no  difference  between  his  claims  when  opposed 
to  the  United  States,  and  those  of  a  mortgagee  at  common  law. 

COURT  of  Probates  of  New  Orleans. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  proceeds  of  the  property  left  by  the  deceased  not  being  suf- 
ficient to  pay  all  the  creditors,  the  tutrix  of  the  minor  heirs  filed  a 
tableau  of  distribution,  in  which  she  affixed  a  certain  rank  to  several 
mortgage  and  privilege  creditors.  Opposition  was  made  to  the 
homologation  of  the  tableau,  and  after  bearing  the  parties,  the  court 
of  probates  confirmed  it  in  part,  and  modified  it  in  respect  to  some 
of  the  creditors  by  whom  it  had  been  opposed. 

From  that  decree  this  appeal  was  taken. 

The  parties  now  contesting  before  the  court,  are:  1.  Elliot,  who 
by  virtue  of  a  judgment  and  execution  issued  thereon,  levied  on  pro- 
perty of  the  estate  during  the  life  of  Hawkins,  claims  to  be  paid  in 
preference  to  all  others.  2.  The  United  States,  who  assert  a  right 
to  priority  of  payment  out  of  the  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  adminis- 
trator of  the  estate,  for  a  balance  due  by  the  deceased  as  navy  agent. 
3.  Wilkinson,  to  whom  Hawkins  gave  bond, secured  by  special  mort- 
gage, on  part  of  the  property  of  the  deceased. 

As  Elliot  insists  his  claim  is  higher  than  all  others,  we  will  first 
examine  it. 

The  judgment  in  which  it  originates,  was  rendered  against  the 
deceased  and  one  Hector  M'Lean  who  were  bail  for  Beale,  against 
whom  Elliot  had  commenced  an  action,  and  it  is  in  the  following 
words:  "Judgment  to  be  entered  in  favor  of  the  petitioner  against 
the  defendants  as  bail  aforesaid." 

Under  this  decree  a  Jieri  facias  was  taken  out  on  the  17th  June, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MARCH  TERM,  1826.  309 

[United  SUtet  et  al.  o.  Hawkins'  Heira.] 

1822, on  which  there  is  the  following  endorsement:  "Credit  this 
writ  with  one  half  of  the  judgment  and  costs  paid  to  the  plaintiffs' 
attorney,  and  for  which  satisfaction  is  entered  on  record  the  18th 
March,  1822.'' 

On  the  judgment  docket,  the  following  receipt  is  entered, "  Received 
satisfaction  of  one  half  of  this  judgment  and  costs  of  J.  H.  Hawkins, 
Esq.  J.  A.  Matbin." 

An  9\\B.s  fieri  facias  was  subsequently  issued,  on  which  the  sheriff 
returned  "seized  the  house  and  lot  occupied  by  the  defendant,  the 
sale  of  which  was  stayed  by  an  injunction  from  the  court  issuing 
the  writ'' 

A  pluries  fieri  facias  was  afterwards  taken,  on  which  there  is  the 
following  return;  "stayed  by  order  of  the  court." 

On  these  facts  the  opposing  creditors  contend,  that  the  judgment 
against  Hawkins  and  M'Lean  was  not  in  solido, 

2.  That,  if  it  was,  the  solidity  has  been  renounced. 

3.  That  the  seizure  gives  no  preference  over  previous  mortgages, 
nor  above  that  claimed  by  the  United  States. 

The  bail  bond  on  which  this  judgment  was  rendered,  makes  express 
mention,  that  the  parties  signing  it,  were  bound  jointly  and  severally. 
The  judgment  is  against  them  as  bail,  but  does  not  say  they  are  to 
f  pay  the  plaintiff  jointly  or  severally. 

I  It  is  a  principle  of  our  law,  and  a  familiar  one,  that  an  obligation 

in  solido  cannot  be  presumed;  that  it  must  be  expressed.  The 
obligation  imposed  by  a  judgment  is  understood  to  be  subject  to  the 
same  rule,  and  a  decree  that  two  should  pay  a  sum  of  money,  makes 
each  responsible  for  his  virile  share. 

But  in  opposition  to  this  presumption,  it  is  contended  that  judgments 
are  always  presumed  to  follow  the  obligations  they  enforce;  and  the 
parties  in  this  instance  being  bound  in  solido^  the  decree  of  the  court 
must  be  understood  to  condemn  them  to  do  that  which  they  had 
engaged  to  do. 

What  force  this  argument  would  have,  had  the  petition  required 
they  should  be  condemned  jointly  and  severally  we  need  not  say. 
But  when  it  merely  asks  for  judgment  against  both,  the  presumption 
relied  on  does  not  exist.  The  Roman  law  is  express  on  this  point, 
and  Pothier  sanctions  the  same  doctrine.  Dig,  \7ytii.  1, /iV.  59. 
Polhier,  Contrat  de  Mandate  no.  83. 

But  another  question  remains  to  be  solved,  before  this  point  is  dis- 
posed of.  The  words  of  the  petition,  and  the  judgment,  it  is  contended, 
show  the  demand  to  be  in  solido^  and  the  decree  to  be  according  to 
the  prayer  of  the  petition. 

Not  a  word  is  said  in  the  rule  taken  against  the  defendants,  respect- 
ing the  bail  bond,  or  the  terms  in  which  it  is  drawn.  The  defendants 
are  called  on  to  show  cause  why  judgment  should  not  be  given  against 
them  as  bail. 

The  answer  contests  their  responsibility  as  charged,  and  the  judg- 
ment condemns  them  as  bail,  to  pay  the  plaintiff  the  sum  demanded 
ia  the  petition. 
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The  responsibility  contended  for,  must  result  then  from  the  obliga- 
tioQs  imposed  upon  them  as  bail.  Now,  as  such  they  were  nol 
responsible  in  the  first  instance  to  this  extent.  There  is  an  express 
provision  in  our  late  Code,  that  where  there  are  several  sureties,  each 
is  individually  liable  for  the  whole  debt,  in  case  of  insolvency  of  any 
one  of  them.  The  special  statutes  which  provide  for  the  manner  of 
taking  bail  bonds,  make  no  exception  to  this  rule.  Civil  Code,  430, 
art.  12;  1  Mart.  Dig.  474,  475,  476. 

If  this  article  stood  alone,  there  can  be  little  doubt  the  creditor 
would  be  obliged  to  show  the  insolvency,  before  he  couid  recover 
the  whole  debt  from  one  of  the  sureties,  because  it  is  only  on  that 
event  he  is  responsible.  But  the  next  section  declares  "  that  any  of 
them  may,however,  demand,  that  the  creditor  should  divide  his  action, 
by  reducing  his  demand  to  the  amount  of  the  share  and  portion  due 
by  each  surety,  unless  they  have  renounced  the  benefit  of  division.^* 
Civil  Code,  v.  430,  art,  12. 

This  confusion  has  arisen  from  copying  the  second  section  literally 
from  the  Napoleon  Code,  and  changing  the  first.  It  is  certainly  no 
easy  matter  to  give  a  satisfactory  construction  to  such  enactments. 
The  first  declares  the  surety  only  responsible  for  the  whole  amount 
on  a  certain  event.  The  next  provides  that  he  may  nevertheless 
claim  the  benefit  of  division  if  sued  for  the  whole;  that  is,  that  he 
may  exercise  a  right  which  the  preceding  section  would  seem  to  have 
rendered  useless.  Civil  Code,  430,  art.  12;  Code  Napoleon^  2205, 
2206. 

And  yet  this  provision  must  have  been  introduced  for  some  purpose. 
The  soundest  rule  of  construction  reqt>ire  us  to  presume  so,  and  so  to 
construe  laws,  that  no  part  of  them  if  possible  should  be  vain,  and 
without  efiect.  We  conclude,  therefore,  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
legislature  to  make  the  co-surety  responsible  in  two  cases  for  the 
whole  amount.  1.  If  any  of  those  bound  with  him  were  insolvent; 
and  2.  If,  when  sued,  although  that  event  had  not  taken  place,  he 
failed  to  claim  the  benefit  of  division.  Any  other  construction  would 
leave  the  second  section  without  effect. 

The  division  was  not  demanded  here,  nor  could  it  have  been  suc- 
cessfully, for  the  obligation  made  the  sureties  responsible  in  solido. 
We,  therefore,  think  the  judgment  bound  each  for  the  whole  amount. 

The  second  question  is  free  from  any  difficulty.  The  creditor  is 
not  deemed  to  remit  the  debt  in  solido  to  the  debtor  when  he  receives 
from  him  a  sum  equal  to  the  portion  due  by  him,  unless  the  receipt 
specifies,  it  is  for  his  part.    Civil  Code,  28,  r.  art.  3. 

We  have  now  to  examine  the  effect  of  the  lien  created  by  the 
seizure  made  on  the  house  and  lot,  and  the  operation  of  the  execution 
op  the  personal  property  not  seized. 

At  common  law  the  seizure  under  d^  fieri  facias  divested  the  debtor 
of  his  property,  but  the  mere  delivery  of  the  writ  to  the  sheriff  did  not 
Supposing  us  governed  by  that  system,  the  right  to  property  in  this 
instance  would  not  be  changed,  for  no  seizure  took  place.    But  the 
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effect  which  our  writs  of  execution  should  have,  is  prescribed  by  the 
positive  taws  of  the  «tate. 

^rhese  laws  declare  that  the  writ  oi  fieri  facias  shall,  from  the  time 
of  the  delivery  to  the  sheriff,  bind  and  be  a  lien  on  all  personal  pro- 
perty of  the  person  against  whom  the  same  shall  be  directed  into 
whosesoever  hands  the  same  may  come. 

These  expressions  tx  vi  terminorum  excluded  the  idea,  that  the 
property  is  transferred  by  seizure.  If  any  part  of  it  was,  che  whole 
would  not  be  made  subject  to  the  lien,  as  property  of  the  debtor. 
Again,  according  to  another  provision  of  the  same  act,  the  purchaser 
'at  sheriff's  sale  acquires  the  right,  title,  and  interest  which  the  debtor 
had  to  the  thing  sold,  at  the  time  the  writ  is  delivered  to  the  sheriff. 
Now,  it  cannot  be  presumed,  the  legislature  intended  to  divest  the 
debtor  of  the  title  which  the  purchaser  was  to  acquire.  Such  an 
enactment  would  be  worse  than  useless.  Nothing  found  in  the 
'Spanish  law,  or  the  writers  who  comment  on  it,  supports  the  idea, 
that  seizure  makes  any  change  in  the  property.  By  a  law  of  the 
RecopHaciouy  goods  taken  in  execution  were  directed  to  be  seques- 
tered, inventoried,  and  deposited  with  some  responsible  person,  and 
the  adjudication  transferred  the  property  of  the  debtor  to  the  pur- 
chaser. Curia  Phillipicaj  p,  2;  Juicio  ExeouiivOy  sect.  16,  no.  19; 
Nova  Recop.  4,  22,  7. 

As  to  the  land  which  was  actually  seized,  the  statute  provides, 
•that  from  the  time  the  judgment  is  docketed  <^  all  real  property  and 
slaves  within  the  territory,  belonging  to  the  person  against  whom 
said  judgment  shall  be  so  seized  and  docketed,  shall  be  bound  and 
liable  for  the  said  debt  and  costs,  in  whosesoever  hands  they  may  have 
come  for  one  year;"  and  by  a  subsequent  section  it  is  provided, 
"  that  the  seal  by  the  sheriff,  shall  vest  in  the  purchaser  all  the  right, 
tale,  and  interest  of  (he  person  against  whom  the  execution  issued 
at  the  time  of  docketing."  The  observations  already  made  in  regard 
to  movable  property,  apply  with  equal,  and  perhaps  additional  force 
to  these  provisions,  and  it  appears  to  us,  exclude  the  idea  of  the 
seizure  making  any  change  in  the  title.  But  the  principle  contended 
for,  does  not  apply,  even  in  countries  governed  by  common  law,  to 
immovable  estate,  and  the  distinction  grows  out  of  the  difference 
between  that  species  of  property  and  movables;  the  one  passing  by 
delivery,  the  other  by  deed.  4  Mass.  Rep.  402;  8  iFohns.  548; 
2  Martin's  Digest ^  170,  172. 

We  are,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  the  seizure  of  the  land  affords 
no  preference  over  other  creditors;  nor  did  the  docketing  of  the  judg- 
ment give  any  over  the  United  States:  for  if  that  act  gave  a  mortgage, 
it  could  have  no  effect  against  third  parties,  as  by  a  provision  <rf  the 
Code,  posterior  in  time,  it  is  declared,  that  judicial  mortgages  cannot 
operate  again^^^t  third  parties,  except  from  the  day  they  are  registered 
in  the  office  of  the  register  of  mortgages.  If  it  conferred  a  lien 
inferior  to  a  mortgage,  the  United  States  have  the  preference  over  it 
on  the  principles  already  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Union. 
Civil  Code,  454,  art.  14. 
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We  proceed,  therefore,  to  examioe  the  claim  of  the  United  Stateai 
It  is  founded  on  an  act  of  congress,  which  gives  a  preference  to  the 
general  government,  in  the  funds  of  an  insolvent  or  deceased  person's 
estate.    IngersoU's  Abr.  (ed.  1825)  561. 

A  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  has  been 
referred  to  in  argument,  in  which  it  is  declared,  that  the  claim  of  the 
government  yields  to  that  of  a  mortgagee  creditor.  But  on  the  other 
side  it  is  contended,  that  though  such  is  the  case  as  it  regards  mort- 
gages at  common  law,  it  is  different  in  respect  to  ours;  because,  in 
the  former  the  debtor  is  divested  of  the  title,  whereas,  in  this  stateit 
remains  in  him,  and  the  reasoning  used  by  the  court,  in  the  decision 
of  that  case,  is  offered  in  support  of  this  distinction.  Thelluson  v. 
Smith,  2  Wheaton,  426. 

There  is  little  or  no  difference  in  the  effect  of  the  common  law 
mortgage  and  our  hypothecation,  though  the  form  of  the  instruments 
by  which  they  are  created  is  not  the  same,  and  the  mode  of  enforcing 
them  different.  Both  are  considered  by  the  debtor,  and  the  creditor, 
as  securities  for  the  payment  of  a  debt  or  obligation,  or  the  discharge 
of  some  duty;  and  though,  according  to  the  doctrines  of  the  English 
Jurisprudence,  the  law  views  them  in  one  light,  and  equity  in  another; 
yet  both  mortgagor  and  mortgagee  know,  that  the  legal  consequences 
flowing  from  an  act,  which  in  form,  is  a  conditional  sale,  are  con- 
trolled by  the  operation  of  other  principles,  that  are  as  binding  on  the 
parties  as  if  the  same  rules  were  prescribed  by  an  act  of  parliament 
Douglas,  600,  1;  Powell  on  Mortgages,  220;  Civil  Code,  452,  1. 

The  attempt,  therefore,  to  make  the  mortgagee  creditor  in  this  state, 
yield  to  the  claim  of  the  United  States,  is  founded  on  distinctions 
purely  technical.  But  when  our  mortgage  is  closely  examined,  it 
will  not  be  found  to  differ  so  materially  from  that  of  the  common  law, 
as  on  the  first  consideration  it  would  appear  to  do. 

But  before  we  go  into  the  examination,  it  is  proper  we  should  state, 
that  we  disclaim  all  intention  of  putting  a  different  construction  on 
the  statute  from  that  given  by  the  Supreme  Court;  for  as  the  question 
arises  on  an  act  of  Congress,  it  is  our  duty  to  follow  the  exposition 
which  they  have  given  of  it  As  that  tribunal  said,  in  a  very  late 
case,  "  the  judicial  department  of  every  government,  where  such 
department  exists,  is  the  appropriate  organ  for  construing  the  legisla- 
tive acts  of  that  government  Hence  the  construction  given  by  this 
court  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  is  received  by 
all  as  the  true  construction;  and  hence  the  construction  given  by  the 
courts  of  the  several  states,  to  the  legislative  acts  of  these  states,  is 
received  by  us  as  true,  unless  they  come  in  conflict  with  the  constitu- 
tion, laws,  and  treaties  of  the  United  States.'*  10  Wheaton,  160; 
see  also  16  Johns.  248;  17  Ibid.  108. 

That  court  has  decided  that  the  claim  of  the  United  States  should 
be  postponed  to  the  mortgagee  creditor,  and  that  it  had  preference 
over  the  judgment  creditor  claiming  a  lien.  It  has  not,  however,  as 
yet  decided  the  question,  whether  a  special  or  qualified  property  in 
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part  of  the  debtor's  estate,  would  enable  the  creditor  to  be  paid  before 
the  goverDment  The  question,  therefore,  is  still  open  to  us.  The 
distinguished  jurist  who  argued  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  case  against  Fisher's  assignees,  expressly  disclaimed  all  intention 
of  contending  that  the  priority  given  by  statute  would  operate  against 
the  pawnee,  and  it  is  dear  that  he  has  nothing  but  a  special  property 
in  the  thiog  pawned.  Even  if  the  question  had  been  decided  ad- 
versely to  such  right,  in  property  under  contracts  at  common  law,  it 
would  be  undecided  in  relation  to  a  claim  presented  under  our  system 
of  jurisprudence;  for  our  rules  are  as  different  on  this  head  as  can  be 
easily  supposed.  In  the  former,  for  example,  though  the  object  of 
the  deed  of  mortgage  is  to  secure  the  payment  of  a  debt,  and  its  effect 
nothing  more,  unless  the  mortgagor  chooses,  the  mortgagee  is  con- 
sidered'in  law  as  the  real  owner,  because  the  form  of  the  instrument 
confers  it  In  the  latter,  as  will  be  hereafter  clearly  shown,  though 
the  form  of  the  instrument  does  not  transfer  the  title,  yet  from  techni- 
cal rales  growing  out  of  the  contract,  as  first  understood  and  recog- 
nised in  the  civil  law,  the  right  of  the  mortgagee  in  the  thing  mort- 
gaged, is  considered  to  this  day  the  same  as  that  of  the  vendee. 
Whether  this  be  an  anonoaly  in  our  jurisprudence,  or  not,  is  a  matter 
of  little  consequence;  for  if  the  effect  of  our  hypothecation  be  as  just 
stated,  the  tnortgagee  must  have  the  same  preference  here  as  in  the 
common  law  states,  according  to  the  principles  already  established 
by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  2  Cranch,  358;  3  Ibid. 
73;  Whealon,  426. 

According  to  the  early  doctrines  of  the  Roman  law,  the  right  of  the 
creditor  in  the  thing  hypothecated  wsis  considered  to  partake  so  much 
of  the  nature  of  a  complete  acquisition  of  title  and  property,  that  it 
could  not  be  obtained  by  a  naked  agreement.  Tradition  was  neces^ 
sary,  on  the  maxim,  9wn  nudis  conventionibus^  sed  iradUionibua. 
PoikieTj  Traits  de  rHypoikique^  cap.  1,  sect.  1,  art.  1,  §  1. 

An  edict  of  the  prsetor  subsequently  permitted  hypothecation  to  be 
formed  by  convention,  without  possession  following  the  act,  but  no 
other  change  was  made.  The  character  originally  belonging  to  the 
contract  still  attached  to  it,  and  the  right  conveyed  and  acquired,  wae 
styled  jna  in  re;  Pothier,  loco  citato. 

The  principle,  as  far  as  we  can  team,  has  been  adopted  and  main- 
tained by  every  nation  in  Europe,  whose  jurisprudence  is  drawn  from 
the  same  source  as  ours. 

Basnage,in  his  Traits  dea  HypotkiqueSj  ch.  6,  defines  a  mortgage, 
^jus  reale  quod  fundum  aequitur^  adversus  quemcumque  posaea- 
aoremJ^ 

Negiizantius,  a  distinguished  Italian  jurist,  gives  the  following 
definition,  the  accuracy  of  which  has  been  applauded  by  other  writers 
who  treat  on  this  contract.  "  Et  quia  hypothtca  conatituitur  desuper 
rebuSf  ideo  dicituryjua  in  re,  seujua  reale,  vel  actio  realia  quia  per 
iliam  non obligatur peraona  debitoris^aed rea^et sequitur funduniy 
it  datur  contra  poaaeaaionem.^*  Fart.  1,  no.  3. 
Vol.  III.— 27 
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Of  the  same  opinion  is  Heineccius, "  Quod  ad  reliqua  atlinefjjus 
in  re  ex  pignore  et  hypotkeca  idem  nascifur.  HeinecciuSy  Recit, 
lib.  3,  tit.  15,  no.  822. 

The  French  jurists,  who  have  commented  on  the  Napoleon  Code, 
from  which  the  articles  in  ours  on  the  same  subject  do  not  materially 
differ,  approve  of  these  definitions,  and  expressly  state  that  a  mortgage 
is  a  real  right,  jus  in  re.  Civil  Code,  4,52  and  3;  Code  Napoleon, 
2114;  GrenieTy  Traiti  des  Hypothiques^part  I, cap.  l,no.4;  Persilj 
jRigime  Hypothlcairey  cap.  3,  2414. 

The  Spanish  writers  recognised  the  same  distinction,  and  the  hypo- 
thecary action  is  classed  among  those  denominated  real.  FebrerOy 
p.  1,  cap.  4,  sect.  4,  no.  70.  To  the  same  effect  is  Heineccius j  lib.  2, 
tit.  1,  710,  334. 

Again,  according  to  the  writer  last  mentioned,  ubijus  mihi  e^t  in  re, 
ibi  res  mihi  devineta  est;  ubijus  ad  rem  persona  obtigatay  no.  333. 

And,  in  accordance  with  all  these  authorities  is  Pothiery  who,  in 
his  treatise  l)u  Droit  du  Domaine  de  Propriitiy  tells  us,  that  the 
jus  in  re  is  the  right  which  we  have  in  a  thing,  by  which  it  belongs 
to  us,  at  least  for  certain  purposes,  [au  mains  a  certains  Sgards,)  chap. 
1,  no.  1.  And  he  classes  among  those  who  have  the  jus  in  re  the 
vendee,  and  the  mortgagee  creditor.    Pothier^  loco  citatOy  no.  2. 

From  these  authorities  we  think  the  conclusion  is  irresistible,  that 
according  to  the  technical  rules  of  our  law,  the  mortgagee  has  a  right 
to  the  property  mortgaged. 

And  it  was  no  doubt  frorti  this  consideration,  that  neither  m  imperial 
Rome,  nor  in  France,  nor  in  Spain,  did  the  government  claim  for 
debts  due  to  it,  a  preference  over  the  creditor  who  asserted  a  right  in 
virtue  of  a  conventional  mortgage,  unless  the  act  embraced  future  as 
well  as  present  property,  in  which  case  the  Fisc  was  preferred,  on 
that  acquired  subsequent  to  the  date  of  the  mortgage.  But  the  right 
even  to  that  extent  was  a  question  strongly  controverted  among  the 
Roman  jurists.  Curia  Phill.  Commercio  TerrestrCy  lib.  2,  cap.  12; 
verba  Prelaciony  nos.  29  and  30;  FebrerOyp.  2,  lib.  3,  cap.  3,  sect.  2, 
nos.  115, 116  and  117;  Domat.  lib.  3,  tit.  1,  sect.  4,  nos.  21  and  22; 
Dig.  lib.  20,  tit.  4,  law  21;  Ibid.  lib.  49,  tit.  14,  law  28. 

If,  then,  according  to  the  technical  rules  of  our  jurisprudence,  the 
mortgagee  creditor  is  considered,  to  use  the  language  of  Pothier,  as 
the  owner  for  certain  purposes  of  the  thing  mortgaged,  we  are 
unable  to  perceive  any  difference  between  his  claims  when  opposed 
to  the  United  States,  and  those  of  a  person  holding  a  mortgage  at 
common  law. 

It  was  contended  on  the  argument,  that  the  judicial  mortgage  of 
our  laws  differed  in  no  respect  from  that  by  convention,  and  that  if 
the  mortgage  in  this  case  had  been  of  the  former  kind  we  should 
have  precisely  the  case  of  Thelluson  v.  Smith,  where  a  judgment  in 
Pennsylvania  which  gave  a  lien  was  postponed  to  the  claim  of  the 
United  States.  To  this  we  answer  that,  it  is  true,  the  judicial  mort- 
gage of  our  law  does  not  differ  from  the  conventional,  except  in  the 
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manner  in  which  it  is  formed;  but  both  our  conventional  and  judicial 
mortgage,  differ  from  the  lien  of  the  common  law,  in  the  rights  which 
they  confer  in  the  property.  The  latter  gives  no  jus  in  re,  it  is  an 
obligation,  tie  or  claim,  annexed  to,  or  attaching  upon  the  property. 
Jacobus  Laid  Diet.  vol.  4,  verbo  Lien,  159. 

If  to  this  reasoning  it  be  sliU  objected  that  the  effects  of  a  lien 
given  by  a  judgment  at  common  law,  and  the  effect  of  our  judicial 
mortgage  are  the  same,  and  that  the  distinction  drawn  between  them 
is  refined  and  artificial;  the  reply  again  is,  that  the  mortgage  at 
common  law,  our  hypothecation  and  the  lien  conferred  by  judgment, 
are  nearly  alike  in  their  effects.  But  if  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  felt  itself  bound  to  give  the  mortgage  at  common  law 
a  preference  in  consequence  of  the  form  in  which  it  is  made,  we  do 
not  feel  authorised  to  shut  our  eyes  to  those  technical  rules,  which 
make  the  mortgagee  in  the  view  of  our  law,  owner  for  certain  pur- 
poses, of  the  thing  mortgaged. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  court  of  probates  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Eustis  and  Strawbridge,  for  the  United  States. 

Preston,  for  Elliot,  and  Ripley  for  Hawkins'  Heirs. 


Jordan  v.  White.     IV,  N.  S.  335. 

An  action  for  damages  done  to  goods  on  board,  is  not  barred  by  the  prescription  of  one 

jear. 
If  the  steamboat  be  destroyed  by  fire,  and  the  clerk  is  dead  who  kept  the  books,  parol 

CTidence  of  tho  contents  of  them  may  be  received. 
In  a  suit  against  the  part  owner  of  a  steamboat,  another  owner  is  a  good  witness  for  the 

defendant. 
Partnership  books  ore  good  evidence  between  partners. 
The  mate  is  a  good  witness  for  the  captain,  in  a  suit  against  him  for  negligence. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  plaintiff  in  this  case,  claims  payment  of  wages  earned  by  him 
as  pilot  on  board  the  steamboat  Teche.  The  answer  of  the  defen- 
dant, who  is  part  owner  of  the  boat,  contains  three  species  of  defence: 
a  general  denial,  a  plea  of  compensation  and  one  in  convention. 
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The  eridence  of  the  case,  as  it  appears  on  the  record,  shows  that 
services  have  been  rendered  by  the  plaintiff  in  the  manner  set  forth 
in  his  petition,  but  the  testimony  in  relation  to  their  duration  and 
value  is  somewhat  variant.  Much  of  the  evidence  offered  on  the 
part  of  the  defendant  in  support  of  his  pleas  of  corajiensation  and 
reconvention,  was  rejected  by  the  court  below,  and  judgment  ren- 
dered in  favor  of  the  plaintiff,  from  whicji  the  defendant  appealed^ 

In  order  to  ascertain  whether  final  juogment  should  be  given  on 
the  appeal,  or  the  cause  should  be  remanded  for  a  new  trial,  it  is 
necessary  first  to  examine  and  decide  on  the  bills  of  exception  which 
appear  on  the  record.  The  first  two  were  taken  by  the  counsel  for 
the  plaintiff;  one  to  the  admissibility  of  any  evidence  on  the  plea  in 
reconvention,  alleging  that  the  right  of  action  on  which  it  is  based  is 
lost  by  prescriptidn.  This  is  in  truth  a  plea  of  prescription,  and  in 
support  of  it,  a  principal  reliance  is  placed  on  the  twenty-second  law, 
til.  9,  pari.  7.  This  title  treats  of  slander,  libels,  &c.,  and  does  not  in 
our  opinion  embrace  the  cause  of  action  set  forth  in  the  reconvention 
of  the  defendant;  it  more  properly  belongs  to  that  class  of  injuries 
done  to  the  property  of  individuals  known  under  the  denomination 
damages,  DaHos  in  Spanish,  and  is  not  destroyed  by  prescriptions  of 
short  periods.  The  judge  a  quo  was,  therefore,  correct  in  admitting 
evidence  in  support  of  that  plea.  The  other  exception  of  the  ap- 
pellee is  to  the  admissibility  of  the  testimony  of  the  witness  Shaw, 
who  was  offered  to  prove  that  he  had  seen  a  receipt  in  the  receipt 
book  of  the  Teche,  purporting  to  have  been  given  and  signed  by  the 
persons  whose  property  was  injured  by  the  misconduct  or  negligence 
of  the  owners  of  the  steamboat,  or  their  agents,  acknowledging  re- 
muneration of  the  damages  by  them  sustained,  &c  The  evidence 
on  record,  establishes  the  fact  of  the  destruction  of  the  boat  by  fire, 
and  also  the  death  of  the  derk  who  kept  the  books  of  said  boat. 
Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  believed,  that  oral  testimony  was 
legally  resorted  to,  to  prove  the  former  existence  of  the  receipt  and 
its  contents;  therefore,  there  is  no  error  in  the  opinion  of  the  judgment 
thus  excepted  to. 

We  come  now  to  the  exceptions  taken  on  the  part  of  the  defendant. 
The  first  is  to  the  rejection  of  the  testimony  of  two  witnesses  offered 
in  favor  of  the  appellant,  on  the  ground  of  incompetency,  as  having 
been  part  owners  of  the  steamboat  Teche,  with  the  defendant  in  the 
present  case.  Their  testimony  seems  to  have  been  excluded  by  the 
judge  a  quOy  under  a  belief  that  they  are  incompetent  on  account  of 
interest  It  is  tme,  as  settled  in  the  case  of  Rochelle  &  Shiff  v.  Mus- 
son,  3  Martin^  73,  that  one  partner  in  commerce,  cannot  be  legally 
received  as  a  witness  for  his  copartners;  but  this  rule  of  evidence  is 
confined  to  cases  where  their  interest  is  common  in  the  suit,  wherein 
they  are  all  to  gain  or  lose  by  its  event;  the  rule  is  the  same  both  at 
common  law,  from  which  we  borrow  much  in  relation  to  evidence, 
and  in  the  Partidas.  See  Partidas  3,  tit.  1 6,  /.  21.  In  a  suit  by  one 
part  owner  of  a  vessel  for  the  portion  of  freight  to  which  he  may  be 
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entided,  or  for  damages  which  he  may  have  suffered  by  the  negligence 
of  the  master  or  commander,  the  other  owners  are  not  directly  or 
indirectly  interested  in  the  event  of  suc'h  suit.  It  is  tnie  they  might 
in  that  way  support  each,  the  other's  claims;  but  this  is  a  circumstance 
that  must  go  to  affect  their  credibility,  not  competency,  as  witnesses. 
We  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  the  judge  erred  in  rejecting  the  tes- 
timony of  the  two  witnesses,  L.  and  M.  Robitaille. 

The  next  exception  is  to  the  opinion  of  the  judge,  by  which  he 
refused  to  admit  two  books  of  account,  said  to  have  been  kept  by 
Clifford,  the  clerk  of  the  boat,  who  is  since  dead.  Proof  was  offered 
of  his  handwriting.  These  books  purport  to  show  the  transactions 
of  the  boat  at  a  time  when  the  appellee  was  a  part  owner  and  com- 
mander, and  consequently  were  under  his  immediate  care  and  in- 
spection. The  books  of  a  partnership  are  certainly,  prima  facie, 
good  evidence  between  the  partners,  and  might  be  conclusive,  unless 
it  should  be  shown  that  the  entries  in  them  were  made  in  error  or 
fraud.  We  think  the  judge  erred  in  rejecting  the  books  offered. 
The  third  and  last  bill  of  exceptions,  exhibits  a  question  not  so  easy 
of  solution  as  ehher  of  the  others.  It  is  to  the  opinion  of  the  judge, 
by  which  Peck,  the  mate  of  the  boat  was  allowed  to  testify  for  the 
plaintiff,  in  relatioa  to  the  alleged  injury  done  to  the  cargo,  and  for 
which  the  owners  made  amends  at  the  time  when  the  plaintiff  was 
captain  or  master. 

There  is  a  general  rule  of  evidence,  founded  on  the  convenience  of 
trade,  that  agents  and  servants  may  be  received  as  witnesses  for  their 
principals  and  masters,  without  a  release  of  responsibility  for  apparent 
misconduct  or  negligence,  where  the  affairs  conducted  by  them  have 
been  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business.  This  rule  has  its  exceptions, 
one  of  which  is,  that  in  an  action  against  a  principal  for  negligence 
of  his  agent  or  servant,  the  latter  is  not  competent  to  disprove  the 
negligence,  as  the  verdict  might  be  given  in  evidence  in  an  action  by 
the  defendant  against  the  witness  as  to  the  quantum  of  damages,  and 
he  is  directly  interested  to  defeat  the  action.  See  Phillips'  Evidence, 
p.  95.  According  to  this  exception,  the  plaintiff,  in  the  present  case, 
could  not  have  been  admitted  to  testify  for  the  owners  of  the  boat  in 
an  action  against  them,  for  loss  occasioned  by  his  alleged  negligence; 
and  if  the  mate  be  answerable  over  to  him  for  the  negligence  com- 
plained of,  on  the  same  principle,  the  latter  is  not  a  competent  witness. 
But  we  are  inclined  to  believe  that,  as  all  persons  employed  in  the 
navigation  of  vessels  are  the  direct  servants  of  the  owners,  in  differ- 
ent grades  of  authority,  on  a  charge  of  negligence  against  any  one  of 
them,  the  others  are  competent  to  prove  or  disprove  such  negligence. 
The  mate  was,  therefore,  legally  admitted  as  a  witness.  Consequently 
there  is  no  error  in  the  opinion  of  the  judge  a  quo  on  this  bill  of  ex- 
ceptions. 

The  whole  evidence  of  the  case,  as  given  in  the  trial  in  the  court 
below,  appears  on  the  record,  and  we  might  proceed  to  give  final 
judgment  on  the  appeal.    But  as  part  of  the  testimony  offered  by 
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the  defendant  was  improperly  rejected,  which  if  it  had  been  admitted 
might  possibly  have  been  rebutted  by  evidence  in  the  power  of  the 
plaintiff,  it  is  believed  to  be  the  safest  and  most  proper  course  to  pur- 
sue, to  remand  the  cause. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  parish  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  it  is  fur- 
ther ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  case  be  remanded  for  a 
new  trial,  the  appellee  paying  the  costs  of  this  appeal. 

M  Caleb  and  Bymesj  for  the  plaintiff. 

Carleion  and  Locketty  for  the  defendant. 


Williams  v.  Trepagnier.     IV,  N.  S,  342. 

FIRST  District 

Heldy  a  party  who  is  not  injured  by  a  judgment  cannot  procure  its 
reversal  in  the  Supreme  Court 


Louisiana  State  Bank  v.  Morgan,  Dorsej  &  Co. 
IV,  N.  S.  344. 

FIRST  District 

On  an  application  to  remove  a  cause  to  the  United  States  Court, 
evidence  must  be  given  that  the  defendant  is  a  citizen  of  another 
state. 

The  appellant  may  bring  up  either  the  original  petition  of  appeal, 
or  a  copy.    See  584th  article  of  the  Code  of  Practice. 
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Hazard  v.  Boyd.     IV,  N.  S.  347. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

The  partner  of  my  partner  is  not  my  partner.    Digest ^  50, 17, 
470. 


Garderre  v.  Foucher  et  dl.     IV,  N,  S.  352* 

SECOND  District. 

Held^  a  vendee  who  is  not  ericted  cannot  resist  payment  of  the 
pnrchaseHcnoney. 

Jihoy  a  suit  dismissed  is  the  same  as  if  it  had  never  been  insti- 
tuted. 


Parham  t).  Murphee.     IV,  N*  S.  355. 

The  authority  of  on  attorney  at  law,  cannot  be  diipoted  while  he  acts  witliln  the  HmiiB  of 
his  dotiee.  Bat  it  makes  no  part  of  them  to  swear  to  the  facts  on  which  an  attach- 
ment iasnes. 

A  power  of  attorney^  execntod  befere  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  anoth^  state,  is  not  a 
record  or  a  judicial  prooeeding,  under  the  act  of  conifress. 

Possession  of  a  note  \9fnmufacit  evidenco  of  title  to  it,  but  not  evidenoe  the  possessor  is 
aotii^  ihr  a  third  party. 

THIRD  Didtrieu 
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Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

This  action  was  commenced  by  attachment,  and  the  defendant 
pleaded  in  abatement,  that  the  affidavit  on  which  the  writ  issued 
was  not  sworn  to  by  the  agent  of  the  petitioner. 

The  affidavit  appears  to  have  been  made  by  the  attorney  at  law 
of  the  plaintiff,  and  it  is  contended, 

1 .  That  the  court  will  not  permit  the  authority  of  attorneys  regularly 
admitted  to  practice,  to  be  contradicted,  unless  on  affidavit. 

2.  That  the  agent  was  duly  appointed,  and  legal  evidence  was 
offered  of  the  fact 

3.  That  the  possession  of  the  notes  sued  on,  is  sufficient  evidence 
of  authority  to  bring  the  action,  and  every  thing  requisite  to  bring  it 
legally  and  effectually. 

I.  The  court  will  not  permit  the  authority  of  an  attorney  at  law 
to  be  disputed,  while  acting  within  the  limits  of  the  duties  which  his 
profession  imposes  on  him.  The  moment  he  goes  beyond  them,  the 
presumption  which  attaches  to  the  regularity  of  his  conduct,  and  the 
authority  under  which  he  acts,  ceases.  It  is  not  a  part  of  the  duty 
of  an  attorney  at  law  to  make  affidavits  on  which  a  writ  of  attach- 
ment may  issue.  As  such  his  oath  is  insufficient.  The  statute  re- 
quires the  proof  to  be  made  by  plaintiff,  his  agent,  or  his  attorney  in 
fact     Acts  of  1817,  26,  sect  2;  1  Marl.  Dig,  518,  sect  4. 

II.  The  evidence  of  the  agent's  appointment  is  said  to  be  furnished 
by  a  power  of  attorney  executed  in  the  state  of  Alabama.  On  the 
face  of  it,  the  instrument  purports  to  be  signed,  sealed  and  delivered 
in  the  presence  of  A.  W.  Bell,  justice  of  the  peace.  The  clerk  of  the 
county  court  of  Franklin,  in  that  state,  certifies  that  A.  W.  Bell,  was 
an  acting  justice  of  the  peace  at  the  time  of  taking  the  acknowledg- 
ment, and  that  full  faith  and  credit  should  be  given  to  all  his  official 
acts,  as  such. 

A  certain  James  Davis,  who  styles  himself  judge  of  Franklin  county 
court,  certifies  that  Nafford  is  clerk,  that  his  attestation  is  in  due  form 
of  law,  and  that  full  faith  and  credit  should  therefore  be  given  to  his 
official  acts,  as  such. 

This  is  neither  a  record  nor  a  judicial  proceeding  of  another  state, 
it  is  consequently  not  embraced  by  the  act  of  congress  of  the  26th 
May,  1790.  It  is  not  the  record,  nor  exemplification  of  an  office 
book  which  may  be  kept  in  any  public  office  of  a  state  not  apper- 
taining to  a  court;  it  is  therefore  not  included  within  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  1804,  supplementary  to  the  act  prescribing  the  mode  in 
which  the  public  acts,  records  and  judicial  proceedings  of  another 
state  shall  be  authenticated.  Ingersoll's  Abridg.  1825,  298,  299; 
Woolsey  v.  Paulding,  9  Marlin^  294.  We  think  the  power  was  not 
legally  proved,  and  we  pass  to  the  third  and  last  ground. 

III.  That  the  possession  of  the  note  was  sufficient  evidence  of  the 
agency.  The  notes  are  not  endorsed  by  the  payee,  and  if  the  fact  of 
possession  were  sufficient  to  establish  the  agency,  it  was  almost 
unnecessary  to  provide  as  our  law  has  done,  how  attorneys  in  fact 
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should  be  constituted;  for  in  the  greater  number  of  cases,  acting  in 
the  character  of  agent  would  be  sufficient  to  establish  -the  authority 
to  do  so.  Possession  of  notes  and  obligations  is  prima  facie  evidence 
of  title  to  them,  but  not  evidence  the  possessor  is  acting  for  a  third 
party.  The  enumeratioh  in  our  Civil  Code  of  the  various  ways  in 
which  the  contract  of  mandate  is  formed,  seems  to  exclude  the  idea 
that  it  is  to  be  presumed  from  the  mere  fact  of  possessing  the  thing 
which  forms  the  object  of  the  mandate.  None  of  the  writers  we 
have  been  able  to  consult,  who  treat  on  the  subject  of  agency,  consider 
possession  as  evidence  of  authority;  on  principle,  we  see  no  ground 
to  consider  it  such.  Livermore  on  Agency,  vol  1,  36;  Poihier, 
Traite  du  Mandate  28,  art.  36;  Civil  Code,  420,  chap.  1. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  that  the 
attachment  granted  in  this  case  be  dissolved,  and  that  there  be  judg- 
ment of  nonsuit;  the  plaintiff  paying  costs  in  both  courts. 

Hiriart  and  EustiSy  for  the  plaintiff. 

Preston y  for  the  defendant. 


Duncan's  Executors  v.  Poydras's  Executors. 
IV,  N.  S.359. 

FOURTH  District. 

Heldy  a  motion  to  dismiss  an  appeal  is,  in  the  appellate  court, 
what  a  plea  in  abatement  is  in  that  of  the  first  instance.  It  is  a 
dilatory  exception  and  ought  to  be  made  in  limine  litis:  it  comes 
too  late  afterwards. 
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BaiUy  v.  Robles  et  al.     IV j  N.  S.  361. 

FIRST  District. 

Facts  communicated  by  the  client  to  the  attorney  in  his  professional 
character,  cannot  be  given  in  evidence  by  the  latter,  although  he 
does  not  receive  a  fee. 

If  the  point  really  at  issue  was  not  contested  in  the  court  below, 
and  the  evidence  is  not  satisfactory,  the  Supreme  Court  will  remand 
the  cause. 


Sloan  et  al.  v.  Adams.     IV,  N.  S.  365. 

FOURTH  District 

On  a  question  of  fraud,  if  the  jury  find  for  the  defendant,  and  the 
court  cannot  agree  with  them,  the  cause  will  be  remanded. 


Rieflfel  et  al.  v.  Boissiere.     IV,  N.  S.  366. 

COURT  of  Probates  of  New  Orleans. 

No  appeal  can  be  taken  from  an  order  of  the  judge  homologating 
the  inventory  made  by  the  executor.  No  relief  can  be  had  until  after 
final  judgment. 
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Spencer  v.  Lambert.     IV,  N.  S.  366. 

THIRD  District 

No  appeal  from  a  decision  refusing  to  sustain  exceptions  to  the 
petition:  such  judgment  not  being  final. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


324  SUPREME  COURT 


EASTERN  DISTRICT,  APRIL  TERM,  1826. 


Martinez  v.  Layton  &  Co.     IV,  N.  S.  368. 

After  insolvency,  the  syndics  may  sne  for  any  property,  the  alienation  of  which  was 

null  and  void  as  to  creditors. 
But  when  the  object  of  the  action  is  to  enforce  a  lien,  which  one  of  the  creditors  may 

have  on  immovables  alienated  before  failure,  they  cannot 
When  a  judgfment  is  the  basis  of  the  mortgage,  that  judgment  maybe  given  in  evidence 

against  a  third  possessor. 
A  mortgage  cannot  be  enforced  on  property,  which  previous  to  the  date  of  recording  had 

been  sold  by  act  »ou»  $eing  privi  and  delivered. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  first  question  which  this  case  presents,  is  whether  after  the 
failure  of  the  debtor,  a  mortgagee  creditor  can  exercise  his  action  of 
mortgage  against  property,  which  is  in  the  hands  of  a  third  possessor; 
or  whether  it  should  not  be  prosecuted  by  the  syndics  of  the  insol- 
vent. 

We  think  the  action  is  properly  maintainable  by  the  individual 
creditor.  The  property,  having  passed  out  of  the  debtor  before  the 
cession,  did  not  make  a  part  of  his  estate.  The  syndics  have,  there- 
fore, no  authority  to  intervene,  on  the  ground  that  they  have  a  right 
to  sue  and  get  it  into  possession,  as  the  property  of  the  bankrupt. 
They  could  not  support  the  action  on  the  principle  that  it  was  a  debt 
due  to  the  estate,  for  there  is  nothing  due  by  the  third  possessor  to  it. 
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If  the  suit  was  to  bring  back  into  the  common  mass,  the  land  on  whic^ 
the  mortgage  existed,  because  the  alienation  was  fraudulent,  or  from 
any  other  reason  which  made  it  null  and  void  as  to  creditors,  the  syn^ 
dies  would  be  the  proper  plaintiflFs  for  such  purpose.  But  for  the 
objects  sought  to  be  attained  by  this  suit,  we  cannot  imagine  any 
legal  ground  on  which  they  could  sue.  The  right  asserted,  belongs 
exclusively  to  the  creditor  who  has  brought  the  action  against  the 
third  person,  who  is  not  the  debtor  of  the  insolvent.  The  circum- 
stance of  the  creditor  having  the  power,  if  he  had  chosen,  to  present 
his  claims  in  the  concursoy  does  not  authorise  the  syndics  to  interfere 
with,  and  control  the  exercise  of  rights  which  he  has  deemed  proper 
to  enforce  against  third  parties;  no  more  than  if  the  vendee  of  the 
insolvent  was  suing  to  recover  possession  from  a  third  person,  of  the 
object  purchased. 

The  second  question,  whether  the  judgment  rendered  against  the 
debtor  could  be  given  in  evidence  against  the  third  possessor,  is  of 
very  easy  solution.  The  answer  is  furnished  by  an  express  provision 
of  our  Code,  which  declares,  that  "the  seizure  of  the  mortgaged  pro- 
perty shall  be  ordered  by  a  judgment,  on  the  producing  of  a  copy,  in 
due  form,  of  the  act  of  mortgage^  as  well  as  of  the  judgment  obtained 
against  the  principal  debtor.^^  When  a  judgment  in  the  first  instance 
is  the  basis  of  the  mortgage,  as  was  the  case  here,  it  is  the  act  of 
mortgage,  and  consequently  was  legally  admitted  in  evidence.  To 
sustain  the  objection,  would  be  tantamount  to  declaring,  that  judicial 
mortgages  could  not  be  enforced  on  property  which  had  passed  into 
the  hands  of  third  parties.    Civil  Code,  462,  art.  43. 

The  third,  and  by  far  the  most  important  question  in  the  cause  re- 
mains: it  is,  whether  a  mortgage  which  has  been  duly  recoirded,  can 
be  enforced  on  property,  which,  previous  to  the  date  of  recording,  had 
been  sold  by  act  sous  seingprtv6y  and  was  in  the  possession  of  the 
vendee  at  the  time  the  mortgage  was  registered. 

In  the  case  of  Doubrere  v.  Syndics  of  Grillier,  it  was  decided,  that 
the  chirographic  creditors  of  an  insolvent  could  not  set  aside  a  sous 
ieingprivi  act  of  their  debtor;  that  they  did  not  possess  such  a  right 
before  fitilure,  and  that  their  rights  were  not  increased  by  that  event. 
In  the  opinion  delivered  in  that  case,  which  received  our  most  serious 
attention,  many  of  the  topics  that  necessarily  belong  to  this,  were 
considered,  and  a  good  deal  of  the  reasoning  used  there,  has  a  strong 
application  to  the  instance  now  before  us.    2  N.  S.  171. 

Still,  the  point  there  adjudged,  is  not  the  same  as  that  which  is 
necessary  to  the  decision  of  this  cause;  and  the  express  reservation 
which  we  made  of  such  a  case  as  that  presented  at  this  moment  to 
the  court,  shows,  that  we  then  considered  a  decision  on  the  rights  of 
creditors,  who  had  neither  privilege  or  mortgage  on  the  real  estate  of 
their  debtor,  would  not  be  decisive  as  to  those,  who  with  such  advan- 
tages should  hereafter  contest  the  effect  of  an  act  under  private  sig- 
nature. 

According  to  our  Code,  "The  mortgage  is  a  contract  by  which  a 
Vol.  III.— 28 
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person  affects  the  whole,  or  only  some  part  of  his  property,  in  favor 
of  another.    Civil  Code,  452,  art.  1. 

Another  provision  of  the  same  work  declares,  that  sales  of  im- 
movable property  may  be  made  by  authentic  act,  or  under  private 
signature.    Civil  Code,  344,  art.  2. 

Now,  where  there  is  a  sale  by  sous  seingprtvi  followed  by  deli- 
very previous  to  the  date  of  the  mortgage,  the  thing  sold  has  ceased 
to  be  the  property  of  the  mortgagor,  and  it  is  as  we  have  already 
seen,  only  his  property  that  can  be  affected  by  it. 

If  these  were  the  only  provisions  of  our  law  on  the  subject,  the 
case  would  be  one  of  the  greatest  clearness,  and  the  decision  which 
we  should  necessarily  giye  on  it,  would  be  conformable  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  oar  ancient  jurisprudence;  according  to  which  a  sale  followed 
by  delivery  gave  a  complete  right  to  the  thing,  and  neither  alienation 
nor  mortgage  subsequent  to  such  sale  and  delivery,  could  affect  the 
thing  in  the  hands  of  the  first  purchaser.    This  principle  came  from 

Rome,  where,  as  it  is  well  known,  the  maxim  was,  traditionibus 

dominia  rerum^  non  nudispactis  transferentur,  Partida  5,  tit.  5, 
c.  20;  FebrerOy  p.  1,  cap.  Insect.  1,  no.  21;  Gomez  Var.  lib.  2,  cap.  2, 
no.  20;  Code,  iiv.  2,  /i7,  3,  /.  20. 

But  the  change  which  has  taken  place  in  the  condition  and  affairs 
of  society  from  the  vast  extension  of  commerce,  and  the  great  use  of 
credit  in  modern  times,  has  induced  several  of  the  modem  nations  of 
Europe  to  introduce  a  new  and  much  more  complex  doctrine  in  re- 
lation to  the  alienation  of  immovable  property;  and  cases  are  contem- 
plated, where,  though  the  sale  is  declared  perfect  between  vendor  and 
vendee,  and  the  thing  actually  belongs  to  the  latter,  it  yet  remains  the 
property  of  the  seller,  so  far  as  third  parties,  possessing  particular 
rights,  are  concerned.  We  have  adopted  this  principle  in  our  legis- 
lation. 

The  counsel  for  (he  mortgagee  creditor  has  referred  to  the  Code, 
page  344,  art.  2,  which  treats  of  the  effect  of  a  sale  under  private  sig- 
nature. Before  examining  it,  and  it  will  be  found  very  material  in 
the  decision  of  the  case,  it  is  necessary  to  recur  to  other  provisions  of 
our  law  in  relation  to  acts  sous  seing  privL 

The  224th  article  of  the  Civil  Code,  p.  306,  is  taken  verbatim  from 
that  of  the  Napoleon-^  it  is  in  these  words: 

"An  act  under  private  signature,  acknowledged  by  the  party  against 
whom  it  is  adduced,  or  legally  held  to  be  acknowledged,  has  between 
those  who  have  subscribed  it,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  {ayans  causey) 
the  same  credit  as  an  authentic  act.'' 

The  228th  article  of  the  same  page  declares  "that  sales  of  immov- 
ables and  slaves,  sous  seing  privS,  shall  have  effect  against  third  per- 
sons only  from  the  time  of  their  being  registered,  but  that  the  want 
or  delay  of  registering  cannot  be  pleaded  by  any  one  of  the  contract- 
ng  parties,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  {ayans  cause.) 

These  provisions  are  the  same  with  those  which  have  occasioned 
£0  much  discussion  among  the  jurists  of  France.    The  strength  of  the 
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argument  on  both  sides,  is  no  doubt  given  to  us  in  the  works  of  Toul- 
lier  and  Merlin,  which  have  reached  this  state;  and  it  is  believed  that 
an  attentive  perusal  of  them  will  either  leave  men's  minds  in  as  much 
doubt  and  difficulty  here,  or  lead  to  as  great  a  diversity  of  opinion, 
as  they  have  done  in  the  country  where  this  discussion  has  arisen. 

It  is  contended  by  one  class  of  the  French  jurists,  that  the  words 
ayans  cause,  mean  all  those,  to  whom  the  rights  of  a  person  have 
been  transferred  by  a  particular  title,  such  as  legacy,  donation,  sale, 
exchange,  &c.  Hence  they  conclude  that  the  second  purchaser  or 
mortgagee,  being  the  ayant  cause  of  his  vendor,  cannot  under  the 
provision  already  cited,  plead  the  want  of  registering  of  an  act  soua 
seing  priv6. 

Those  who  maintain  the  opposite  doctrine,  insist,  that  the  second 
purchaser  is  a  third  party  (tiers),  and  that  he  is  enabled  to  allege  the 
want  of  registering  of  the  act  under  private  signature. 

It  would  be  of  little  utility,  if  it  were  practicable,  to  bring  within 
the  compass  of  a  judicial  opinion,  the  various  arguments  and  authori- 
ties on  which  the  advocates  of  the  respective  doctrines  just  alluded 
to  rely.  In  the  ardor  with  which  the  discussion  is  conducted,  both 
parties  will  be  found,  perhaps,  to  have  fallen  into  contradictions  not 
easily  reconciled;  and  to  have  arrived  at  conclusions,  which  in  their 
whole  extent,  it  is  difficult  to  accede  to. 

It  is  said,  for  example,  that  the  mortgagee  creditor,  by  convention, 
is  the  ayant  cause  of  his  debtor,  but  that  he  who  makes  a  seizure  in 
virtue  of  a  judgment,  is  not;  yet  it  is  perhaps  difficult  to  perceive  the 
difference  on  which  this  distinction  is  founded;  for  the  seizure  is  * 
made  under  a  contract  formed  with  the  debtor,  and  the  person  to 
whom  he  obliges  himself  would  appear  to  be  as  much  his  ayant 
cause,  as  the  creditor  by  mortgage.  Toullier,  Droit  Civil  Fran^ais, 
vol.  8,  cap,  6,  sect.  1,  nos,  247,  251,  252;  Pailliette,  note  1  on  the 
1328M  art.  Code  Napoleon. 

But  this  inconsistency  is  still  less  striking  than  that  exhibited  by 
the  advocates  of  the  opposite  doctrine.  They  contend  that  the  seizing 
creditor  is  the  ayant  cause  of  the  debtor,  but  they  insist  that  as  to 
any  act  made  by  him  under  private  signature,  the  former  can  plead 
the  want  of  registry.  This  argument  would  appear  to  be  completely 
at  war  with  the  admission,  that  the  creditor  is  the  ayant  cause  of 
the  vendor;  for  if  he  be,  the  law  expressly  says,  that  the  act  sous 
seing  privi  is  as  binding  on  him,  as  on  the  party  who  signs  it.  Indeed, 
on  a  perusal  of  the  whole  of  the  discussion  on  this  side,  it  will  be  seen 
that  its  advocates  rely  rather  on  the  intention  of  the  law  maker,  and 
the  inconveniences  which  would  result  from  adopting  the  principles 
of  their  adversaries,  than  on  the  strict  meaning  of  the  terms  used.  It 
is  true,  they  endeavor  to  show  that  even  on  technical  grounds,  their 
position  is  tenable;  but  we  apprehend,  that  in  this  point  of  view,  the 
strength  of  the  case  is  with  their  opponents.  Toullier,  Droit  Civile 
vol.  10,;?.  613  to  670;  Merlin's  Questions  de  Droit,  verba  Tiers, 
vol.  6,  388. 
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Without  entering,  however,  on  a  question  on  which  it  is  so  easy  to 
argue,  and  which  it  is  so  difficult  to  decide,  we  think  the  case  before 
us  may  be  settled  under  our  law  in  such  a  manner,  as  .will  most 
certainly  give  effect  to  the  intention  of  the  legislature,  and  be  at  the 
same  tiqae  in  consonance  with  the  letter  of  the  law. 

The  object  of  laws  for  enregistering  deeds  uqder  private  signature, 
are  twofold.  First,  to  secure  the  purchaser  by  authentic  act  from 
being  defrauded  by  his  vendor  antedating  instruments  sous  s^g 
privie.  Secondly,  to  prevent  the  latter  from  obtaining  a  false  credit  by 
titles  recorded,  which  are  notice  to  the  world  of  the  property  be 
owns;  while  at  the  same  time  he  has  divested  himself  of  that  property 
by  instruments  under  private  signature,  which  are  unknown  to  those 
who  trust  him,  in  the  confidence  of  his  being  the  proprietor  of  every 
thing,  to  which  he  has  a  title  by  authentic  act 

The  first  evil  is  effectually  guarded  against,  by  giving  the  act  under 
private  signature  effect  only  when  it  is  proved  by  circumstances 
dehors  the  instrument,  that  it  was  really  made  at  the  time  it  purports 
to  be;  as  in  the  cases  put  by  Pothier.  The  second  is;  prevented  in 
the  greater  number  of  instances,  by  delivery  and  possession  of  the 
vendee  following  the  act  sotAS  seing  privL  For  we  believe  that 
deeds  recorded  in  a  notary's  office,  are  not  in  general  as  effectual 
notice  to  subsequent  purchasers,  as  a  peaceable,  public,  and  nqtorious 
possession,  by  a  third  party.  Our  legislature  nas  lately,  and  widi 
Ifreat  wisdom,  we  think,  sanctioned  this  principle  in  their,  amend- 
ments to  the  Civil  Code.  By  the  2242d  and  2417th  ai:ticles  of  that 
work,  sal^s  under  private  signature  have  effect  against  third  pc^rties 
from  the  day  they  are  recorded,  or  from  the  time  the  property  is  de- 
livered. Poihier,  Trt^iU  des  Ob.  715;  Ibid,  de  la  Prescription  9a; 
Lous.  Code,  2242  and  2417. 

We  have  no  doubt  such  was  always  their  intention,  though  the 
language  by  which  ihey  expressed  it,  is  not  so  clear  apd  free  from 
ambiguity,  as  that  used  m  their  late  enactments.  We  draw  thi^,  con- 
clusion from  the  article  of  our  Code,  on  whicl;i  the  plaintiff  relies. 
One,  which  is  not  found  in,  the  Napoleon,  and  which  enables  \f&  to 
disentangle  the  question  from  the  embarrassments  that  would  attend 
it,  were  the  provisions  of  the  French  law  alone  copied  into  ours. 

By  this  article  it  is  declared,  that  **the  sale  of  any  immovable  or 
slave,  made  under  private  signature,  shall  have  effect  to  the  pr^udice 
of  persons  not  parties  to  it,  only  from  the  day  said  sale  was  registered 
in  the  office  of  a  tiotary.^'    Civil  Code,  344,  art.  3. 

The  prohibition  of  the  law  maker,  then,  is  against  giving  effect  to 
private  acts  to  the  prejudice  of  third  parties.  What  is  the  conclusipa 
to  be  drawn  from  such  a  prohibition,  when  such  acts  do  not  prejudice 
third  parties?  Why,  surely  to  give  them  effect  We  are  aware  that 
this  argument,  contrario  sensu,  is  not  always  conclusive  in  the  in- 
terpretation of  laws,  though  in  general  it  is  correct,  and  will  lead  to 
truth.  But  after  weighing  this  case  with  the  most  anxious  solicitude, 
and  a  care  and  attention  which  are  evidenced  by  the  length  of  time 
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we  have  had  it  under  consideration,  we  are  unable  to  come  to  any- 
other  conclusion.  If  the  legislature  had  intended,  that  acts  under 
private  signature  should  have  no  eflfect  against  third  parties,  whether 
they  were  prejudiced  by  them  or  not:  if  they  had  conceived  the 
interests  of  society  required,  that  creditors  by  public  act  should  have 
a  right  to  set  aside  those  by  sous  seing  privS,  as  a  matter  of  profit 
and  speculation,  not  as  a  means  of  avoiding  a  loss,  we  are  bound  to 
think  they  would  have  said,  they  shall  have  no  effect  against  them, 
instead  of  saying,  they  shall  not  have  effect  to  their  prejudice.  We 
can  understand  such  language  in  no  other  way,  but  as  leaving  them 
in  force,  when  they  do  not  prejudice  them.  Were  we  to  take  the 
interpretation  of  the  plaintiff,  and  make  it  ours,  we  should  be  violating 
a  rule  which  we  are  under  the  necessity  of  recurring  to  almost  every 
week:  namely,  to  give  all  the  clauses  of  a  law  effect,  and  not  to 
presume  any  part  of  it,  made  for  no  purpose. 

It  is  true,  that  the  previous  article  of  the  Code,  in  relation  to  the 
registering  of  private  acts,  states  generally,  that  they  shall  have  no 
effect  against  third  persons.  But  as  the  same  provision  is  repeated 
in  that  just  referred  to,  with  the  limitation^  that  they  shall  not  have 
effect  to  their  prejudice,  that  limitation  must  necessarily  refer  to  both, 
unless  we  should  suppose  the  legislature  intended  at  the  same  moment, 
and  in  the  same  work,  to  make  contradictory  provisions  on  the  same 
subject.    Civil  Code,  306,  art.  228. 

Leaving  the  general  question,  and  approaching  the  particular  case 
before  us,  we  are  gratified  to  find  the  principles  just  established, 
enable  us  to  do  justice  between  the  parties.  The  lot  on  which  the 
plaintiff  insists  his  mortgage  attaches,  was  given  to  the  vendors  of 
the  defendants,  in  payment  of  work  done  by  them,  on  a  house  still 
standing,  which  makes  a  part  of  the  estate  surrendered  by  the  insol- 
vent to  his  creditors.  In  place  of  the  thing  alienated,  they  possess 
the  thing  received,  and  it  augments  the  estate  out  of  which  they  are 
to  be  paid.  Hqw,  then,  can  it  be  said  the  judgment  creditor  is  pre- 
judiced by  this  act?  if  he  be,  we  are  unable  to  perceive  it.  Nor  is 
he  prejudiced  by  having  been  led  into  a  false  confidence,  and  giving 
credit,  on  the  faith  of  this  property,  by  seeing  his  debtor  in  possession 
of  a  title,  by  public  act,  at  a  time  when  it  was  secretly  alienated. 
This  cannot  be  pretended,  for  the  debt  was  contracted  before  the  sale 
by  sous  seing  privL  Whether,  therefore,  the  property  was  after- 
wards sold  by  act  under  private  signature,  or  by  one  duly  recorded, 
cannot  make  any  difference  in  the  plainliff^s  rights,  provided  the 
agreement  was  bond  fide;  and  the  contrary  has  not  been  even  alleged 
here.  On  the  whole,  we  conclude  by  stating,  that  we  are  imable  to 
see  how  giving  effect  to  the  act  set  up,  does  any  injury  or  occasions 
any  prejudice  to  the  judgment  creditor;  unless  it  be  a  prejudice  to 
him,  that  he  cannot  get  his  debt  paid  out  of  an  honest  and  unsuspect- 
ing holder  of  the  property,  who  gave  a  valuable  consideration  for  it: 
but  this  we  do  not  believe  was  the  intention  of  the  legislator. 

The  judgment  of  the  parish  court  is  erroneous  in  being  one  of  non- 
28* 
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suit,  when  it  should  have  been  final  for  the  defendants;  but  as  the 
appellee  has  not  desired  it  to  be  amended,  it  is,  therefore,  ordered, 
aajudged  and  decreed,  that  it  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

SegherSy  for  the  plaintiff. 

Carleton  and  Locketty  for  the  defendants. 


Herring  v.  Levy.    IV,  N.  S.  383, 

The  inflolvent  is  bound  to  pot  the  creditor  on  his  bilan,  and  is  not  excused  from  doing  so 
by  not  hivinj^  knowledge  of  the  endorsee  to  whom  the  note  was  transferred. 

Merchants*  books  are  not  in  themsekes  evidenee  against  merchants. 

Merchants*  books  are  evidence,  on  proof  of  thjD  clerk's  handwriting  and  his  death;  but 
extracts  from  them  are  not 

FIRST  District. 

Mathxws,  J.y  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

Tliis  suit  is  brought  by  the  endorsee  of  a  negotiable  note,  against 
one  of  the  makers.  It  was  executed  by  Reynolds  &  Levy,  who  at 
the  time  of  making  it,  were  trading  under  a  general  partnership,  and 
was  made  payable  to  one  Isaac  RSey,  by  whom  it  appears  to  have 
been  regularly  transferred,  by  endorsement,  to  the  present  plaintiff. 

The  defendant  opposes  the  payment,  on  the  ground  of  a  surrender 
of  property  and  discharge  from  the  creditors  of  his  late  firm.  From 
the  record  of  proceeding,  had  in  the  cession  of  goods,  it  appears,  diat 
the  note  now  sued  on  was  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  original  payee, 
and  that  he  received  a  just  dividend  of  the  insolvent's  estate,  propor- 
tioned on  the  amount  of  said  note.  But  it  is  contended,  on  the  part 
of  the  plaii^tiff,  that  Riley  ceased  to  have  any  interest  in  the  debt  pre- 
vious to  the  proceedings  in  the  concurso  and  filing  of  their  bilan  by 
the  bankrupts;  and,  that  as  he,  the  plaintiff,  does  not  appear  as  a 
creditor  in  those  proceedings,  he  has  a  right  to  enforce  payment  from 
the  present  defendant,  who  is  now  solvent  Judgment  was  rendered 
in  jGsivor  of  the  plaint^,  in  the  court  below,  from  which  the  defen- 
dant appealed. 

The  case  seems  to  present  two  principal  questions  for  decision: 
first,  whether,  as, the  insolvents  did  not  know  into  whose  hands  the 
note  now  in  contest  had  fallen,  they  are  not  freed  from  further  obli- 
gation on  it,  by  representing  it  as  a  credit  to  the  payee,  who  recog- 
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nised  that  representation,  and  received  a  dividend  thereon.  The 
second  question  arises  out  of  several  exceptions  taken  to  opinions  of 
the  judge  a  quOj  by  which  he  rejected  evidence  offered  on  the  part  of 
the  defendant,  attempted  to  be  established  by  the  testimony  of  a  per- 
son who  was  clerk  to  Riley,  and  by  extracts  taken  from  the  books  of 
accounts  of  the  latter,  relating  to  the  conamercial  dealing  between  him, 
and  Reynolds  &  Levy. 

As  to  the  first  of  these  questions,  we  are  of  opinion  that  persons 
who  issue  negotiable  paper,  must  take  the  risk,  in  case  of  insolvency, 
of  ascertaining  the  bonajidk  holder,  and  this  neglect  in  sp  doing,  and 
placing  bimonth^ir  bilan,  is  not  cured  by  exhibiting  the  debt  due  to 
the  original  payee,  when  the  note  has  been  regularly  transferred  to 
another  person.  Admitting  this  principle  to  be  qorrect,  the  defendant 
attempted  to  show,  on  the  trial  below,  that  no  absolute  transfer  of 
interest  and  ownership  had  taken  place  of  the  note  now  in  question; 
but  that  it  bad  only  been  endorsed  over  to  the  plaintiff  as  collateral 
security  on  an  obligation  long  since  discharged  by  Riley,  the  payee, 
which  destroyed  the  right  of  the  appellant  both  in  law  and  equity. 
To  provQ  these  facts,  extracts  from  the  commercial  books  of  Riley 
were  offered,  supported  by  the  testimony  of  his  clerk,  as  above  statedf,, 
which  were  rejected  by  the  district  court,  an4  exceptions  taken,  &c. 

It  has  been  aheady  settled  by  a  decision  of  thi^  coiut,  2  N.  S.  508, 
that  merchants'  books  are  not  in  themselves  evidence  against  other 
merchants.  That  decision  was  made  on  a  construction  of  the  pro- 
visions of  our  Civil  Code  on  this  subject,  and  we  still  consider  it  cor- 
rect. In  France,  the  commercial  code  of  that  country  has,  in  some 
degree,  changed  the  ancient  principle,  founded  in  reason,  and  con- 
secrate by  the  Roman  law,  as  Toullier  expresses  himself,  p.  534, 
voL  8,  by  which  the  doctrine  was  taught,  that  no  person  could  make 
a  title  for  himself,  or  constitute  a  debtor  by  his  own  proper  autho- 
rity. The  care  and  strictness  under  which  books  are  to  be  admitted 
in  contests  between  merchants,  as. evidence^  and  the  many  guards 
provided  by  the  new  jurisprudence,  to  prevent  fraud  in  the  manner 
of  keeping  such  books,  goes  fieur  to  remedy  any  evil  which  might 
otherwise  have  resulted  from  this  innovation  in  jurisprudence. 

In  snpport  of  the  doctrine  contended  for  by  the.  council  of  the  de- 
fendant, we  have  been  referred  to  many  decisi9i;is  made  by  the  courts 
of  different  states  of  the  Union.  Fropi  these  decisions,  it  would  seem 
that  a  custom  of  receiving  merchants'  books  as  evidence,  in  some  of 
the  states,  has  assumed  the  force  of  law.  In  this  state  there  is  no 
such  rule  establish^^d,  either  by  epspress  law,  or  custotn.  According 
to  the  rules  of  evid^n^,  received  a^  cqrrect  in  the  tribunals  of  Eng- 
land, founded  either  on  commercialor  common  law,  when  books  of 
account  have  been  kept  by  a  clerk,  who  may  have  died  before  he 
was  required  to  prove  the  delivery  of  goods,  on  proof  of  the  entries 
being  in  his  handwriting,  the  books  are  admitted  as  evidence  in  favor 
of  the  merchant.  See  Phillips'  Ev.,  194.  The  rules  of  evidence 
as  recognised  in  our  courts  of  justice,  are,  it  is  true,  adopted  in  a 
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great  degree  from  English  authorities;  and  although  in  the  case 
above  stated,  merchants'  books  ought  probably  to  be  received  in  evi- 
dence, the  rule  cannot  with  propriety  be  extended  to  the  reception  of 
extracts  from  such  books.  We  are,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  the 
court  below  was  correct  in  rejecting  the  extracts  of  accounts  from  the 
books  of  Riley,  so  far  as  their  authenticity  depends  on  the  entries  of 
clerks  proved  to  be  dead. 

The  testimony  of  the  clerk,  Adams,  could  not  properly  have  been 
excluded  on  the  ground  of  incompetency  in  the  witness;  but  allowing 
it  to  be  admissible,  and  giving  to  it  all  the  weight  to  which  it  is 
legally  entitled,  it  does  not  help  the  cause  of  the  appellant.  The 
witness  proves  nothing  arising  from  his  own  knowledge,  which  can 
be  admitted  to  disprove  the  absolute  transfer  of  the  note  to  the  plain- 
tiff, by  the  written  contract,  created  by  the  endorsement.  On  that 
subject,  he  only  states  that  the  entry  in  the  deposit  account  against 
Herring,  which  relates  to  this  note,  is  in  his  handwriting,  and  of 
course  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  it  was  ordered  by  his  employer,  who 
is  not  at  liberty  in  that  way  to  make  a  title  for  himself. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Morscj  for  the  plaintiff. 

Pierce,  for  the  defendant. 


Lawes  et  al.  v.  Chinn.     IV,  N.  S.  388. 

THIRD  District. 

Husband  joining  with  the  wife  in  a  suit,  is  sufficient  evidence  of 
his  authorising  her  to  bring  the  action. 

If  the  plaintiff  in  execution,  sends  a  writ  to  another  parish,  the 
district  court  for  that  parish  has  jurisdiction  to  issue  an  injunction, 
and  try  the  questions  arising  on  it. 

A  wife  is  not  legally  bound  by  a  note  executed  jointly  with  her 
husband.    See  Durnford  v.  Gros  and  Wife,  7  Martin^  465. 
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Kling  V.  Fish.     IV,  N.  S.  391. 

SECOND  District 

Heldy  that  neither  by  the  29th  law  of  the  second  title  of  the  third 
Partida,  nor  by  the  Civil  Code  of  Louisiana,  is  the  action  brought 
against  the  lessee  terminated  by  his  citing  his  lessor  in  warranty. 
The  Code  intended  that  the  lessor  should  be  called  in  warranty,  and 
for  that  purpose  the  cause  to  continue,  and  not  to  terminate.  If  he 
does  not  appear  when  cited,  the  law  afforded  an  equitable  relief  to 
plaintiff,  by  giving  him  possession  and  leaving  the  question  of  title 
untouched.* 


Williamson  v.  Price  &  Morgan.     IV,  N.  S.  399. 

The  owner  of  a  vessel  is  responsible  for  the  damage  done  by  her,  although  a  pilot  be  on 

board. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  defendants  resisted  the  claim  of  the  plaintiff  for  compensation 
of  an  injury  done  by  their  (the  defendants')  vessel  to  that  of  the 
plaintiff,  by  running  foul  of  her,  on  the  ground  that  theirs  was  at  the 
time,  under  the  care,  and  consequently  the  control  of  a  licensed  pilot 
There  was  judgment  against  them,  and  they  appealed. 

They  have  relied  on  a  number  of  authorities,  principally  Holt  on 
Shipping,  481;  Chitty,  59;  Abbot,  227;  Partida  5,  8,  26;  Inst.  4,  5, 3; 
Brinkershoeck  9,  2,  29,  sect.  2  and  4;  Dig.  19,  2,  13,  sect.  2. 

The  modern  and  most  direct  authorities  support  the  plaintiff's  claim. 

If  a  ship  miscarry,  while  under  the  care  of  a  pilot,  the  merchant 

*  Bjr  Code  of  Practice,  art  68,  the  hypothecary  action  will  lie  against  the  third  per- 
son, though  only  a  tenant  See  this  point  adjudged  in  Moore  v.  Allain,  10  Lou,  Rep. 
495-6. 
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has  a  right  to  charge  either  the  master  or  the  pilot.  MoUoy  2,  9, 
sect.  3. 

The  owners  of  a  ship  are  liable  for  damages  done  by  her  while  a 
pilot  has  charge  of  her,  although  the  pilot  be  appointed  by  public 
authority.  Story's  Abbot,  215;  Bussy  v.  Donaldson,  4  Dallas,  206; 
The  Neptune,  Dodson's  Adm.  467;  1  Holt  on  Shipping,  483;  3  Peake, 
302. 

The  owners  of  a  ship  are  liable  for  damages  done  by  their  ship 
through  negligence,  although  she  be  chartered  by  government;  though 
a  naval  officer  be  on  board  and  have  the  command  of  her.  5  Bos. 
&  Puller,  182;  Abbot,  182. 

See  also,  Sewell  v.  Rich,  1  Johnson,  305;  Loubridge  v,  Donville,  5 
Barnwell  &  Anderson,  117;  Carrulhers  v.  Sydebotham,  4  Maul  & 
Selwyn,  77;  Bonnel  v.  Morton,  Holt  N.  P.  259;  7  Taunton,  258; 
Boucher  v,  Northshore,  1  Taunton,  568;  Nicholson  v.  Morrisey,  15 
East,  364. 

It  seems  hard,  on  the  one  side,  that  while  necessity,  and  in  many 
places  the  law,  compel  to  place  a  vessel  under  the  absolute  command 
of  a  pilot,  his  misconduct  should  subject  to  damages  the  owner  of  the 
ship,  on  whom  he  is,  it  may  be  said,  forced.  But  on  the  other  hand, 
pilots  are  very  seldom  persons  able  to  compensate  the  owner  of  a 
vessel  ran  foul  of.  The  owner  of  the  vessel  by  whom  the  damage  is 
done,  receiving  the  benefit  of  the  voyage,  it  has  been  judged  just  he 
should  indemnify  persons  injured  by  his  vessel,  while  employed  for 
his  benefit. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  parish  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Whittelsey^  for  the  plaintiff. 

Henneriy  for  the  defendants. 


Verret's  Heirs  t?.  CandoUe.     IV,  N.  S.  402. 

SECOND  District. 

The  defendant  cannot  allege  the  nullity  of  the  title  under  which 
he  claims. 

The  mortgagee  creditor  may  enforce  his  claim  against  a  third  pos- 
sessor, by  an  ordinary  action.'  See  Guillet  et  aL  v.  Coquet,  3  N,  S, 
498. 
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Degruy  v.  St-  P6's  Creditors.     IV,  N.  S.  404. 

COURT  of  Probates  of  New  Orleans. 

This  was  a  question  of  marital  rights.  The  transaction  which 
gave  rise  to  this  controversy  took  place  before  the  passage  of  the 
Code  of  1808:  it  was,  therefore,  to  be  decided  by  the  Spanish  law 
alone.  The  appellant,  in  this  case,  wife  of  the  deceased,  St.  P6,  filed 
an  opposition  to  the  tableau  of  distribution  presented  by  the  syndics. 
She  claimed  to  be  a  privileged  creditor  as  to  paraphernal  property 
disposed  of  by  her  husband. 

The  Court  say: — The  position  taken  that  the  wife  is  a  privileged 
creditor  for  her  paraphernal  property  disposed  of  by  her  husband,  is 
not  strictly  correct.  The  wife  has  only  a  tacit  mortgage  on  the  estate 
of  her  husband  for  the  price  of  her  extra  dotal  effects  alienated  during 
marriage.  It  appears  in  evidence,  that  on  the  12th  March,  1800,  the 
Csither  and  mother  of  the  appellant,  made  to  her  a  donation  of  three 
arpents  of  land  in  front  on  the  river  Mississippi.  In  the  act  by  which 
this  gift  is  conferred,  it  is  stated,  that  about  five  years  then  preceding, 
the^  bad  given  as  a  pure  donation,  and  in  advancement  as  heirs  to 
their  daughter,  the  quantity  of  land  already  mentioned,  that  it  was 
then  unimproved,  and  had  been  estimated  by  the  donors  at  the  sum 
of  900  dollars,  but  that  at  the  moment  of  making  the  deed  the  land 
had  been  improved,  and  built  on,  at  the  expense  of  their  son-in-law. 

The  next  day  the  appellant  and  her  husband  joined  in  an  act  of 
sale,  by  which  they  disposed  of  the  land  thus  given  to  the  former,  for 
4000  dollars,  payable  in  one,  two,  and  three  years. 

On  these  facts  two  questions  arise. 

First.  Is  the  husband^s  estate  responsible  for  the  value  of  the  para- 
phernal property  of  his  wife,  disposed  of  by  .an  act  such  as  that  pro- 
duced in  evidence?  And  secondly,  if  it  is,  for  what  amount,  for  the 
value  at  the  time  it  was  received,  or  for  that  which  it  had,  when 
improved  by  the  joint  labors  of  the  community. 

The  transaction  which  has  given  rise  to  this  controversy,  took 
place  before  the  passage  of  the  Civil  Code.  The  questions,  therefore, 
which  it  presents,  must  be  decided  by  a  reference  to  the  Spanish  law 
alone.  The  responsibility  of  the  husband  under  that  system,  depend- 
ed much  on  the  fact,  whether  the  wife  retained  the  administration 
of  her  paraphernal  property;  if  she  did,  the  husband  was  responsible 
in  case  of  alienation  for  the  amount  received  by  him,  and  not  other- 
wise. But  if  on  the  contrary,  the  administration  of  the  extra  dotal 
property  was  confided  to  the  husband,  he  then  became  responsible 
far  the  price  for  which  it  was  sold;  unless  it  appeared  the  money 
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went  to  discharge  the  engagements  contracted  by  the  wife  before 
marriage^  or  was  in  some  other  manner  applied  to  her  use.  These 
principles  of  law  were  well  calculated  to  do  justice  in  the  greater 
number  of  cases:  for,  except  in  those  instances^  and  they  are  few, 
where  the  wife  evidences  her  suspicion  of  the  husband,  by  retaining 
the  administration  in  her  own  hands,  we  apprehend,  the  husband,  in 
almost  every  case,  receives  the  price,  for  which  the  paraphernal  estate 
is  sold.  The  burthen  of  proving  the  contrary  is,  therefore,  with  great 
propriety,  thrown  on  him.  In  the  suit  now  before  us,  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  husband  is  proved,  by  the  possession  which  he  had  of 
the  land;  by  the  improvements  which  he  made  on  it,  and  by  his 
joining  in  the  act  of  sale  in  his  own  right,  not  as  assisting  his  wife  in 
selling  that  which  belonged  to  her.  His  estate  is  therefore  respon- 
sible, as  it  has  not  been  proved  the  price  was  converted  to  the 
appellant's  benefit.  In  the  case  of  Faussier  v,  Faussier,  the  notarial 
act  showed  the  wife  had  received  the  money,  and  the  language  used 
there  must  be  understood  in  relation  tolhe  facts  then  before  the  court 
In  that  of  the  Planters'  Bank  v.  Lanusse,  the  money  was  acknow- 
ledged to  be  paid  to  both  husband  and  wife,  but  the  question  arose 
there  collaterally,  on  the  right  of  the  Wife  to  vote  fo)t  S3mdics;  and  it 
was  not  examined  with  much  attention,  as,  taking  the  receipt  in  the 
strongest  way  against  the  wife,  her  claim  was  supported.  We 
understand  the  rule  to  be  this:  that  where  the  admhnstration  of  the 
wife's  paraphernal  estate  is  entrusted  to  the  husband,  he  is  responsible 
for  the  value,  if  it  should  be  alienated  during  marriage;  whether  that 
alienation  be  made  by  himself,  or  jointly  with  his  wife,  unless  it  be 
shown  that  the  price  was  applied  to  her  benefit.  {Convertio  en 
uiilidad  de  la  muger.)  12  Mart.  167;  1  N.  S.  350;  Febrero^p.  2. 
lib.  1,  cap.  3  f  sect.  1,  nos.  43, 46  and  47;  Ay  or  a  de  Part.  par.  1,  cap. 
7,  no$.  14  and  15;  Acosta  de  Privil.  Cred.  reg.  2,  amp.  5,  nos.  326 
and  327;  Oregorio  Lopez  on  the  4  Part.  tit.  11,  law  17,  note  2; 
CastillOy  lib.  4,  cap.  40,  no.  63. 

The  second  question  is  quite  clear.  The  wife  has  no  claim  on  her 
husband's  estate  for  improvements  made  on  her  property  during 
marriage.  They  belonged  to,  and  made  a  part  of  the  community  of 
acquests  and  gains.  Jlyorade  Part.  par.  1,  cap.  10;  Febrero^p.  2, 
lib.  1,  cap.  4^  sect.  3,  no:  74: 

An  objection  was  made  on  the  part  of  the  appellees,  that  the  wife 
had  lost  her  recourse  on  the  husband's  estate,  by  failing  to  set  up  this 
claim  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  creditors.  We  do  not  think  any  such 
consequence  should  follow  the  neglect  imputed  to  her.  It  is  much 
more  easily  to  be  presumed jth6  silence  of  the  appellant  proceeded 
from  ignorance  of  her  right,  than  from  an  intention  to  abandon  what 
is  jcBtly  due  to  her.    Nemo  presumitur  facile  donare. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  court  of  probates,  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  it  is 
further  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  opposition  of  the 
appellant  to  the  tableau  of  distribution  filed  by  the  syndics  be  sus- 
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tained,  and  that  she  be  placed  thereon  as  a  mortgagee  creditor  for 
900  dollars,  according  to  the  rank  to  which  she  is  entitled;  and  it  is 
further  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  appellees  pay  the 
costs  of  this  appeal. 

Pierce,  for  the  plaintiff. 

Morel,  for  the  defendants. 


Clark's  Heirs  v.  Barham's  Heirs-     IV,  N-  S.  411. 

An  order  to  record  a  will,  will  enable  a  party  to  plead  prescription  under  it. 
A  judgment  given  on  erroneous  evidence,  is  valid  until  reversed. 
Wiien  property  is  held  by  busband  and  wife,  to  which  one  of  them  has  a  title,  possession 
follows  the  title. 

THIRD  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  plaintiffs  claim  from  the  defendants  the  undivided  half  of  an 
estate  which  they  allege  belonged  to  their  common  ancestor,  Henry 
Clark,  senior. 

This  claim  is  resisted  on  several  grounds.  First,  That  the  estate 
demanded  in  the  petition  never  did  belong  to  Henry  Clark;  that  it 
was  the  property  of  his  son,  Isham  Clark,  who,  dying,  bequeathed 
the  same  by  will  to  his  sister,  Frances  Barham,the  mother  of  the  de- 
fendants. Secondly,  That  Henry  Clark  renounced  all  right  to  the 
estate  of  his  son  Isham  Clark;  and,  Thirdly,  That  the  prescription  of 
five  add  ten  years  prevents  the  plaintiffs  from  recovering. 

This  action  was  originally  instituted  in  the  court  of  probates,  and 
from  thence  by  appeal  taken  to  the  district  court:  in  both  tribunals 
there  was  judgment  for  the  plaintiffs. 

We'think  the  objection  offered  to  the  petitioners*  right  of  recovering 
on  the  ground  of  prescription,  has  been  sustained. 

Tlie  will  was  presented  to  the  parish  judge  in  the  year  1816.  Two 
of  the  witnesses  who  were  present  at  its  execution  proved  it.  The 
judge  made  the  following  order;  "The  above  will  being  proved  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  court,  it  is  ordered  to  record.'^ 

It  is  objected,  that  this  will  cannot  form  the  basis  of  prescription, 
because  by  a  provision  of  our  Code,  it  \s  declared  "that  no  testament 
OT  codicil  can  have  effect  until  it  has  been  presented  to  the  judge  of 
Vol.  III.— 29 
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the  parish  in  which  the  testator  died.  The  said  judge  shall  order  the 
execution  of  the  said  testament  or  codicil  after  its  being  opened  and 
proved  in  the  cases  prescribed  by  law."    Civil  Code,  242,  art  153. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  court,  that  the  order  to  record  the  will,  was 
sufficient  to  enable  the  party  holding  under  it,  to  plead  prescription. 
That  order  is  certainly  not  so  formal  as  it  might  have  been;  but,  no 
doubt  exists  with  us,* that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  judge  the  will 
should  be  executed.  He  declares  it  was  proved  to  his  satisfaction, 
and  directs  it  to  be  recorded;  which  order,  taken  most  strictly,  was  at 
least  commencing  the  execution  of  the  wilL  The  parties  claiming 
under  it,  were  justified,  after  this  judicial  sanction,  in  believing  theit 
title  to  be  valid,  and  that  they  rightfully  held  the  property.  Infor- 
mality in  a  title  does  not  prevent  him  who  claims  under  it,  from  plead- 
ing prescription;  it  is  only  the  informality  which  renders  it  null,  which 
produces  that  effect.  The  great  number  of  our  probate  judges,  and 
the  smallness  of  the  compensation  which  their  fees  of  office  afford  in 
many  parishes,  render  it  impossible  to  obtain  legal  characters  to  fill 
them.  We  cannot,  therefore,  expect,  that  all  their  judicial  decrees 
will  be  expressed  with  that  clearness  and  precision,  which  distinguish 
the  judgments  of  courts,  where  men  learned  in  the  law  preside;  and 
we  apprehend,  it  would  lead  to  great  confusion  to  apply  so  severe  a 
test  to  them.  At  all  events,  we  are  satisfied,  that  the  order  rendered 
here  was  sufficient  to  enable  the  party  to  plead  prescription:  whether 
it  was  technical  enough  for  other  purposes,  need  not  now  be  inquired 
into. 

It  is  next  objected,  that  the  will  was  defective,  because  more  wit- 
nesses could  have  been  had  at  its  execution;  and  that  the  court  irregu- 
larly admitted  it  to  probate  without  evidence,  establishing  that  the 
facts  existed  which  render  the  number  called  in  here,  sufficient  for  the 
validity  of  a  nuncupative  testament  when  made  in  the  country. 

As  far  as  our  knowledge  of  the  practice  of  the  courts  of  probates 
extends,  we  do  not  believe  they  are  in  the  habit  of  going  into  an  in- 
quiry of  this  kind  when  a  will  is  presented  to  them.  The  articles  of 
the  Code,  which  point  out  the  proof  necessary  to  be  made,  before  the 
execution  of  the  testament  can  be  ordered,  do  not  seem  to  contem- 
plate any  such  investigation  in  the  first  instance;  but  admitting  that 
they  did,  what  would  be  the  conclusion?  Why,  that  the  court  of 
probates  decided  erroneously  on  insufficient  evidence.  But  that 
would  not  be  sufficient  to  render  the  judgment  null,  or  prevent  it, 
until  appealed  from  and  reversed,  from  having  the  same  effect  as  if 
rendered  on  the  most  full  and  complete  proof.  Civil  Code,  242,  art. 
157. 

It  is  still  objected,  that  the  legatees  knew  their  father  was  alive  at 
the  time  the  will  was  made,  or  at  least  when  it  was  ordered  to  be 
recorded,  and  that  consequently  they  were  possessors  in  bad  faith;  as 
the  law  has  positively  provided,  the  parent  cannot  be  disinherited 
unless  he  is  named  in  the  will,  and  the  causes  of  disinherison  ex- 
pressly mentioned.     Civil  Code,  236,  art.  128. 
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There  is  no  proof  in  the  record  of  the  fact  on  which  this  bad  faith 
could  be  established.  The  evidence  shows,  that  the  father  resided  in 
South  Carolina  up  to  the  year  1817,  or  1818.  Whether  his  children 
knew  that  he  was  still  living,  at  the  time  the  will  was  made  or  proved, 
is  not  shown:  the  presumption  is,  that  they  were  informed  of  it.  But 
we  cannot  take  that  presumption  in  place  of  proof,  and  on  it  alone 
say,  this  property  was  held  in  bad  faith.  Bad  faith,  as  is  well  known, 
cannot  be  presumed,  and  there  is  no  difierence  between  presuming  it, 
and  presuming  the  fact  which  woulJ  establish  it. 

Lastly,  it  was  contended,  there  was  no  possession,  because  the 
father  of  the  present  defendants  was  the  husband  of  their  mother,  the 
legatee,  and  that  the  property  came  into  his  hands  as  executor,  and 
was  held  by  him  in  that  capacity. 

The  testimony  establishes,  that  the  slaves  have  remained  with  the 
husband  and  wife,  since  the  death  of  Isham  Clark,  the  testator,  up  to 
the  institution  of  this  suit.  When  property  is  held  by  husband  and 
wife,  to  which  one  has  a  right,  the  legal  possession  follows  the  title: 
the  husband,  as  executor,  had  no  right  to  retain  them  for  ten  years; 
his  possession,  after  the  time  prescribed  by  law  for  executors  to  per- 
form the  duties  imposed  on  them  by  the  will,  was  the  possession  of 
the  legatees. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  and  that  there 
be  judgment  for  the  defendants,  with  costs  in  both  courts. 
Woodruffs  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Watts  and  Lobdelly  for  the  defendants. 


Brown  v.  Anderson.     IV,  N.  S.  416. 

FIRST  District. 

Decided^  the  right  of  a  defendant  in  a  note  may  be  sold  in  execu- 
tion. In  this  case,  the  defendant's  interest  being  only  the  forty- 
seventh  part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  note,  he  could  not  himself  demand 
the  delivery  of  it  from  a  person  who  was  the  first  holder  of  it,  for  the 
holders  of  the  remaining  aliquot  parts  of  it  who  have  liens,  judg- 
ments, &c.  Therefore,  these  ought  not  now  to  be  compelled  to  sur- 
render it. 

Whatever  may  be  the  right  of  the  defendant  in  the  note,  may  be  a 
fair  object  of  sale  on  the  execution,  without  disturbing  the  right  of 
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the  holders  or  other  owners.  The  rule  taken  by  plaintiff  on  Ldb- 
dell,  suggesting  that  he  was  in  possession  of  a  note  of  one  M'Donough, 
the  property  of  defendant  and  others,  and  requiring  him  to  show 
cause  why  it  should  not  be  surrendered  by  him  to  the  sheriff  to  be 
sold  on  plaintiff's  execution,  was  disdiarged. 


Hernandez  v.  Garetage.     IV,  N.  S.  419, 

THIRD  District 

New  trial  will  not  be  granted  for  the  discovery  of  evidence,  which 
by  due  diligence  might  have  been  had  before. 

The  validity  of  a  donation  made  in  the  state  of  Mississippi  will  be 
tested  by  our  laws,  if  those  of  that  state  are  not  proved. 


Lawrence  v.  Foster,     IV,  N.  S.  423. 

EIGHTH  District. 

Amendments  should  not  be  allowed  unless  to  promote  the  justice 
of  the  cause,  and  never  to  indulge  indolence  of  a  party. 
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Chapelle  v.  Wells  et  al    IV,  N.  S.  426. 

It  is  no  Tiolation  of  an  ezclosive  right  to  keep  a  ferry,  to  cross  persons  without  demand- 
ing toll. 

EIGHTH  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  action  is  brought  to  recover  damages,  which  the  plaintiff 
alleges  he  has  sustained  by  the  defendants  disturbing  him  in  the  use 
and  enjoyment  of  a  ferry,  to  which  he  has  an  exclusive  right,  by 
virtue  of  an  act  of  the  legislature. 

The  acts  of  disturbance  are  alleged  to  be  the  establishment  of 
another  ferry  within  the  limits  conceded  to  the  petitioners,  by  the 
aforesaid  act. 

The  general  issue  was  pleaded;  the  case  submitted  to  a  jury,  and 
by  them  found  for  the  defendants,  and  in  our  opinion  correctly. 

The  evidence  shows  the  defendants  had  a  boat  on  the  river,  near 
to  the  ferry  of  the  plaintiff,  and  that  they  were  in  the  habit  of  crossing 
there  themselves  and  permitting  others  to  cross;  but  there  is  no  proof 
that  they  made  any  charge  for  doing  so,  or  that  they  received  com- 
pensation therefor.  The  third  section  of  the  act  under  which  this 
suit  is  brought,  prohibits  any  person  from  establishing  a  ferry,  within 
the  limits  conferred  on  the  plaintiff.  Now  to  the  establishment  of  a 
ferry,  the  taking  of  toll  is  essential.  A  ferry  is  defined  to  be,  a  liberty, 
by  prescription  or  grant,  to  have  a  boat  for  passage  upon  a  river,  for 
carriage  of  horses  and  men,,^  reasonable  toll.  We  have  no  doubt 
it  was  in  that  sense  the  word  was  used  by  the  legislature;  it  never 
could  have  been  their  intention  to  prevent  men  from  using  their  own 
boats  to  cross  the  river,  nor  to  prevent  them  from  lending  these  boats 
to  their  neighbors,  so  they  did  it  gratuitously. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Ripley  and  Conrad^  for  the  plaintiff. 

Henneuy  for  the  defendants. 
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Hepp  et  al.  v.  Lafonta's  Executors.     IV,  N.  S,  428. 

FIRST  District. 

If  a  specific  legacy  is  made  of  a  note,  and  afterwards,  but  before 
the  death  of  the  testator,  a  payment  is  made  on  it,  the  legatee  cannot 
claim  that  the  amount  of  the  note  should  be  paid  by  the  executors. 

In  this  case,  the  testator  himself  received  the  part  payment.  This 
legacy  was  not  of  a  sum  of  money,  but  of  a  contract  or  debt;  it  was 
not  perfect  until  the  moment  the  testator  died,  and  then  it  took  place 
as  to  what  was  then  due;  for  the  rest,  it  was  adeemed.  The  execu- 
tors having  transferred  the  testator's  claims  on  the  debtor,  to  the 
legatee,  as  it  stood  at  the  time  of  testator's  death,  have  nothing  further 
to  do  in  the  business. 


Schlatter  et  al.  v.  Broaddus  et  al.     IV,  N.  S.  430. 

FIRST  District. 

"Persons,  out  of  this  state,  can  only  be  made  amenable  to  our  tri- 
bunals by  having  their  property  attached.  A  writ  of  attachment 
duly  executed,  stands  in  the  place  of  a  citation.  The  credits,  goods 
and  effects  of  the  defendants,  represent  his  person.  If  they  be  not 
levied  on,  he  is  not  legally  before  the  tribunal,  any  more  than  in  an 
ordinary  case  where  the  citation  is  not  served.^^ 
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Garidel  v.  Fogliardi.     IV,  N.  S.  432. 

FIRST  District. 

Heldy  creditors  who  sign  a  concordate,  do  not  waive  the  right  of 
contesting,  thereafter,  the  claims  of  each  other,  on  the  syndic  filing  a 
tableau  of  distribution.    See  10  Marling  690. 


Brown  &  Sons  v.  Saul  ei  al.     IV,  N.  S.  434. 

A  creditor  has  no  right  to  interfere  in  a  rait  between  his  debtor  and  a  third  party. 
Dilatory  and  declinatory  pleas  sbonld  precede  answering  on  the  merits;  but  when  there 

is  a  total  want  of  right  disclosed  by  the  petition,  it  may  be  taken  advantage  of  at  any 

stage  of  the  proceeding. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  suit  was  brought  to  recover  from  the  defendant  9000  dollars, 
uioney  alleged  to  have  been  lent  him  by  the  plaintiffs.  In  their 
petition  they  claim  a  privilege,  as  resulting  from  a  pawn  or  pledge 
of  four  hundred  shares  of  bank  stock,  in  the  Bank  of  Orleans.  Before 
judgment  was  rendered  between  the  original  parties  to  the  action, 
the  Bank  of  Orleans  and  the  Bank  of  Louisiana  each  filed  separate 
petitions  of  intervention  and  opposition  to  the  privilege  or  preference 
claimed  by  the  plaintiffs,  as  above  stated,  alleging  the  embarrassed 
state  of  i^airs  or  insolvency  of  the  defendant,  and  imperfections  in 
the  act  of  pledge,  as  grounds  of  their  opposition.  They  were  per- 
mitted to  intervene  in  the  court  below,  and  no  objection  seems  to 
have  been  there  made  to  their  right  of  thus  interfering  with  the 
interest  and  claims  of  the  original  parties.  Judgment  was  finally 
rendered,  supporting  the  opposition  of  the  intervening  parties,  from 
which  the  plaintiffs  appealed. 

In  the  course  of  the  argument  before  this  court,  it  occurred  to  us, 
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that  the  banks,  as  individual  creditors  of  the  defendant,  had  no  right 
thus  to  interfere  with  the  administration  of  justice  between  him  and 
other  individual  creditors  who  were  pursuing  their  claims  in  the 
ordinary  mode  of  legal  procedure,  as  the  plaintiffs  had  attempted  in 
the  present  case.    On  further  reflection  and  examination  of  the  cause, 
we  are  fully  convinced  of  the  correctness  of  the  opinion  then  suggested 
to  the  counsel.    The  soundness  of  this  opinion  is  however  denied  by 
the  advocates  of  the  banks,  on  two  grounds;  one  of  substance,  the 
other  rather  of  form.    In  support  of  the  substantial  and  legal  right 
of  the  present  intervention,  they  refer  the  court  to  the  389th  and  390th 
articles  of  the  Code  of  Practice.    The  first  of  those  articles  does  not 
in  any  manner  support  the  pretensions  of  the  parties  intervening;  for 
it  contemplates  an  interest  which  such  parties  may  have,  connected 
with  that  of  one  or  other  of  the  original  parties  to  a  suit,  either  plain- 
tiff or  defendant.    In  the  case  now  under  consideration  there  is  no 
union  of  interest  in  relation  to  the  subject  matter  in  dispute,  between 
the  interpleaders  and  either  of  the  original  parties.    They  claim  rights 
adverse  to  the  pretensions  of  the  plaintiffs,  and  not  in  unison  with 
any  real  interest  of  the  defendant.    The  expressions  of  the  390th 
article  convey  ideas  on  the  subject  of  intervention,  general  and  in- 
definite, and  give  that  right  in  all  cases  where  third  persons  have  an 
interest  in  the  success  of  either  of  the  original  parties.    But  the  in- 
terest here  intended,  we  are  of  opinion,  must  be  direct  and  closely 
connected  with  the  object  in  dispute,  founded  on  some  right,  claim, 
or  lien,  either  conventional  or  legal.     It  surely  will  not  be  contended, 
that  under  this  law,  in  every  case  where  a  creditor  sues  his  debtor, 
all  separately,  or  any  one  of  the  other  creditors  of  the  same  debtor, 
may  intervene  on  a  bare  suggestion  of  insolvency.    The  interpreta- 
tion, as  above  expressed,  of  these  articles  of  the  Code  of  Practice,  is 
in  conformity  with  the  principles  established  in  the  Louisiana  Code, 
particularly  by  the  1967th  article.      Admitting  the  want  of  legal 
authority  of  individual  creditors  to  intervene,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
validating contracts  made  by  their  debtors,  unless  the  claims  be  liqui- 
dated by  judgment;  it  is  contended,  that  this  court  cannot  notice  any 
objection  founded  on  such  want  of  authority,  because  it  was  not  made 
or  pleaded  in  defence  of  the  intervention  in  the  present  case,  before 
trial  in  the  parish  court.     It  is,  perhaps,  a  rule,  almost  without  excep- 
tion, that  all  objections  to  the  personal  capacity  of  a  suitor  to  appear 
injustice,  should  be  made  in  limine  litis.    All  dilatory  and  declinatory 
pleas  ought  to  precede  the  coniestatio  litis;  and  even  peremptory 
exceptions  should  be  regularly  pleaded;  but  a  total  want  of  legal 
right  in  a  suitor,  in  relation  to  the  matters  in  litigation,  ought  to  be 
taken  into  consideration  and  acted  on  by  courts  of  justice,  at  any  stage 
of  a  cause.    They  should  not  remain  silent  spectators  of  infringements 
of  the  true  principles  of  laws,  which  they  are  appointed  to  administer. 
Being  of  opinion  that  the  intervening  parties  in  the  present  case 
had  no  legal  right  thus  to  come  in,  it  is  ordered,  adjudged  and  de- 
creed, that  the  judgment  of  the  parish  court  be  avoided,  reversed  and 
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annulled;  and  it  is  further  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  judg- 
ment be  entered  against  them  as  in  case  of  nonsuit,  and  that  the  cause 
be  remanded  to  the  court  below,  to  be  tried  between  the  original 
parties;  the  interpleaders  to  pay  all  costs  in  both  courts  occasioned 
by  their  intervention. 

Morse,  for  the  plaintiflfs. 

RawUj  for  the  defendants. 

Fierce  and  Liverinore,  for  the  intervening  creditors* 
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Lanusse's  Syndics  v.  Pimpienella.     IV,  N.  S.  439. 

The  nature  of  the  plea  of  reconvention.  The  plaintiff  against  whora  a  plea  of  reconven- 
tion is  filed  cannot  discontinue. 

If  an  agent,  who  is  to  be  paid  on  condition  that  he  succeeds  in  the  business  entrusted  to 
him,  be  dismissed  without  cause,  he  can  claim  a  sum  equal  to  the  trouble  he  has  been 
put  to. 

FIRST  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  action  was  commenced  to  recover  from  the  defendant,  a  sum 
of  money,  charged  in  the  petition  to  have  been  received  by  him  in 
the  capacity  of  attorney  in  fact  to  the  plaintiffs. 

The  answer  admits  the  agency;  the  receipt  of  a  sum  of  money 
amounting  to  9957  dollars,  62J  cents;  but  avers,  that  the  defendant's 
expenses  in  collecting  the  money  in  Mexico,  and  pursuing  other 
claims  of  the  plaintiffs  there,  amounted  to  3999  dollars  93  cents,  and 
that  he  has  paid  over  to  Paul  I^nusse,  the  attorney  of  the  syndics, 
5953  dollars,  68i  cents;  which  leaves  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  plain- 
tiffs only  of  four  dollars. 

The  answer  also  avers,  that  the  defendant  was  charged  by  the 
plaintiffs  with  the  recovery  of  the  proceeds  of  a  cargo  ot  a  vessel 
confiscated  by  the  former  government  of  Mexico,  amounting  to 
49,600  dollars  in  specie,  and  a  quantity  of  tobacco;  that  the  plaintiffs 
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agreed  to  pay  his  expenses  in  prosecutiog  this  recovery,  and  to  allow 
him  ten  per  cent,  commission  on  the  amount  which  might  be  received 
by  him. 

That  with  infinite  labor,  trouble  and  expense,  he,  the  defendant, 
had  nearly  completed  the  recovery  of  the  claim  entrusted  to  his  man- 
agement, when  the  plaintiffs  annulled  the  power  conferred  on  him, 
and  appointed  another  agent  in  his  stead. 

That,  by  reason  thereof,  he  was  prevented  from  complying  with 
his  agreement,  and  that  he  is  entitled  to  the  same  commission,  as  if 
the  money  had  been  collected.  For  the  amount  of  this  commission, 
deducting  the  balance  of  four  dollars,  due  him  on  the  moneys  collected, 
judgment  is  prayed  in  reconvention. 

On  this  answer  being  put  in,  the  plaintiffs  moved  the  court  for 
leave  to  discontinue.  It  was  granted  to  them;  but  on  a  rule  taken 
by  the  appellee,  this  order  was  rescinded,  and  the  cause  reinstated. 

The  correctness  of  the  decision  which  denied  the  plaintiff  the  per- 
mission to  withdraw  his  case,  is  the  first  question  presented  for  our 
examination. 

Unless  the  situation  of  the  parties  in  this  case,  greatly  differs  from 
ordinary  ones,  it  was  conceded  on  the  part  of  the  appellee,  that  the 
application  should  have  been  sustained. 

The  right  of  the  defendant  to  reconvene  the  plaintiffs  in  the  same 
suit,  in  which  the  latter  makes  a  demand  of  him,  though  as  clearly 
established  by  the  ancient  laws  of  this  country,  as  any  other  prmciple 
to  be  found  in  them,  and  though  of  familiar  use  among  all  the  modem 
nations  whose  jurisprudence  is  derived  from  the  same  origin  as  ours, 
has  but  recently  been  put  into  practice  in  this  state.  The  first  case 
in  which  it  was  expressly  recognised  by  this  court,  was  that  of  Evans 
V.  Gray.  The  legislature  have  since  acted  on  it;  but  they  have  done 
no  more  than  to  establish  the  general  principles,  leaving  the  particular 
questions  which  might  arise  to  be  decided  by  deductions  from  those 
general  principles;  or  by  reference  to  the  Spanish  jurisprudence  where 
not  only  the  same  general  rules  are  found,  but  the  modifications, 
which  they  have  received  in  their  application  to  particular  cases. 
12  Martin,  483;  2  N,  S,  73;  Dig,  lib.  2,  lit.  1,  c.  11;  Toullier,  Droit 
Civil  Fran^aisy  vol.  7,  liv.  3,  ///.  3,  cap.  5,  no.  346,  in  note;  Febrero, 
p.  2,  lib.  3,  cap.  1,  sect.  6,  no.  224;  Curia  Phil.  p.  1;  Juicio  Civile 
sect.  15,  nos.  7  and  9;  Code  of  Practice^  374 — 77. 

Whether  the  plaintiff  can  discontinue  his  action,  and  by  this  means, 
put  both  himself  and  the  defendant  out  of  court,  will  depend  in  some 
measure  on  ascertaining  in  what  light  he  is  to  be  viewed  in  relation 
to  the  demand  in  reconvention ;  whether  he  be  not  quoad  this  demand 
really  defendant:  for,  if  he  is,  it  would  seem  to  follow  as  a  consequence, 
that  he  cannot  exercise  a  right  which  is  given  to  those  who  are  asking 
for  judgment  against  others,  and  who  are  therefore  left  at  liberty  to 
enforce  their  claims  in  the  manner,  and  at  the  time  which  their 
interests  may  dictate.  He  stands,  on  the  contrary,  according  to  the 
hypothesis  just  put,  in  a  situation  where  every  imaginable  reason  is 
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opposed  to  the  exercise  of  such  a  privilege.  There  would  be  few 
judgments  we  imagine,  rendered  in  this  country,  or  any  other,  if  the 
party  against  whom  condemnation  was  prayed,  and  against  whom 
it  was  about  to  be  pronounced,  could  arrest  the  sentence,  by  the 
expression  of  a  wish  that  it  should  be  postponed  to  another  time,  or 
by  desiring,  that  the  suit  against  him  should  be  discontinued. 

Now,  with  the  exception,  that  the  defendant  who  sets  up  the  plea 
of  reconvention  is  not  the  party  with  whom  the  cause  originates,  it 
is  not  seen  by  us  in  relation  to  such  claim,  in  what  other  light  he  can 
be  viewed  than  as  plaintiff.  In  all  these  things,  which  essentially 
distinguisli  the  one  from  the  other,  he  certainly  is:  his  demand  is  not 
merely  that  the  plaintiff  shall  not  have  judgment,  but  that  he  shall 
be  obliged  to  render  to  the  defendant  something  which  is  withheld 
from  him.  On  the  judgment  which  might  be  rendered  on  this 
demand,  the  same  consequences  would  follow  as  if  the  suit  had  been 
commenced  by  original  petition,  instead  of  one  in  reconvention. 

Reconvenlio  est  petitio  qud  reus  vicissimy  quid  ab  adore  petit y 
ex  eadem,  vel  diversa  causa,     Voet»  in  tit,  de  Judiciis,  no.  78. 

La  reconvencion  es  segunda  convencioriy  mutua  peticioriy  6  nueva 
demanday  que  el  reo  pone  al  actor  en  vista  de  la  que  este  le  puso. 
FebrerOy  p.  3,  cap,  1,  sect.  6,  no.  224. 

It  follows,  then,  that  every  consideration  which  prohibits  the  defen- 
dant from  withdrawing  from  a  cause,  applies  with  equal  force  against 
allowing  the  plaintiff  to  discontinue  the  demand  presented  against 
him;  and,  if  the  reasoning  from  general  principles,  on  which  this 
conclusion  has  been  obtained,  required  any  aid  from  the  practice  in 
the  Spanish  courts,  the  books  which  treat  of  it,  are  clear  and  express, 
that  in  tliose  tribunals  he  had  no  power  to  do  so.  Febrero,p.  2y  lib, 
3,  cap.  1,  sect.  6,  nos.  224,  237. 

It  was  contended,  that  the  right  to  discontinue  at  any  time  before 
verdict  rendered,  was  an  incident  belonging  to  the  trial  by  jury,  and 
that  the  introduction  of  that  mode  of  trial  into  Louisiana,  brought 
with  it  this  right.  In  the  present  case,  no  jury  was  prayed  for;  the 
argument,  therefore,  does  not  apply:  but  if  it  had,  would  the  plaintiff's 
position  be  made  stronger?  We  think  not.  The  rights  of  the  parties, 
and  their  control  over  the  cause,  must  depend  on  our  laws,  not  those 
of  England.  In  that  country,  the  plaintiff  cannot  be  made  defendant; 
here,  as  we  have  already  seen,  he  may:  to  make  the  practice  there, 
a  guide  for  us,  it  should  be  shown,  that  at  common  law  the  defendant 
has  the  power  to  discontinue  at  any  time  before  verdict  The  intro- 
duction of  a  new  mode  of  trial  does  not  repeal  the  former  provisions 
of  our  law,  in  relation  to  those  matters  which  might  be  put  at  issue 
and  tried  in  the  same  cause,  unless  that  mode  of  trial  was  incom 
patible  with  the  investigation  of  these  matters.  No  such  incompati- 
bility has  been  shown  here:  the  jury  can  as  well  try,  and  decide, 
two  issues  as  one. 

As  to  the  decision  of  this  court,  in  which  it  was  stated,  that  this 
plea  might  be  used  as  a  defence  against  the  plaintiffs'  claim,  no  aid 
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can  be  derived  from  it,  to  support  the  plaintiffs  on  the  ground  assumed 
by  them.  Pleas  in  reconvention  are  of  three  kinds.  The  first  is, 
where  the  defendant  sets  up  a  liquidated  claim  which  is  of  greater 
amount  than  that  on  which  he  is  sued,  and  asks  judgment  for  the 
surplus.  Pleadings  containing  such  matter,  embrace  two  things: 
compensation  which  extinguishes  the  plaintiff's  demand,  and  recon- 
vention for  the  balance  due.  The  second  is,  where  the  sum  set  up 
in  the  answer  is  not  liquidated,  and  the  object  of  the  plea  is,  that  it 
should  be  made  so,  in  order  that  the  sum  found  due  should  be  used 
in  compensation  of  the  plaintiff's  claim,  and  the  judgment  should  be 
obtained  for  the  overplus.  The  third  and  last  kind  is,  where  the 
demand  is  totally  independent  of  the  action  brought  by  the  plaintiff; 
but  it  has  been  lately  excluded  from  our  practice  by  legislative  pro- 
vision. The  first  and  second  are  most  usually  decided  at  the  same 
time  that  judgment  is  given  on  the  original  demand:  but,  though 
they  are  both  used  for  the  purposes  just  mentioned,  there  cannot  be 
a  doubt,  that  for  the  sum  for  which  judgment  is  demanded  in  the 
plea,  the  defendant  is  really  and  substantially  plaintiff.  The  terms 
used  in  the  laws  on  this  subject,  and  by  the  writers  who  comment 
on  them,  by  which  the  party  who  sets  up  this  plea  is  called  the  defen- 
dant, and  he  against  whom  it  is  used,  is  styled  plaintiff,  cannot  change 
the  nature  of  things.  These  terms  are  resorted  to  from  necessity,  to 
avoid  confusion  in  explaining,  by  whom,  and  against  whom,  this 
right  can  be  exercised.  Code  of  Practice,  376;  Touliier,  Droit 
Civil  FranfaiSy  liv.  3,  tit,  3,  cap.  5,  nos.  349,  350,  351. 

The  amount  accorded  by  the  court  below  to  the  defendant,  for  the 
expenses  by  him  incurred,  was  not  much  contested  in  argument;  but 
that  part  of  the  judgment  which  allowed  him  a  certain  sum  as  the 
value  of  his  services  in  the  business  which  was  not  completed,  at  the 
time  the  power  was  revoked,  has  been  urged  to  be  erroneous.  That 
the  claim,  which  the  court  has  thus  sustained  by  its  judgment,  is  one 
of  the  strongest  equity,  cannot  be  denied.  It  is  difficult  to  imagine  a 
case  of  greater  injustice,  than  that  of  an  agent  employed  on  the  promise 
of  remuneration,  if  he  succeeded  in  the  matter  for  which  he  is  en- 

Sged,  being  dismissed  without  any  imputed  fault;  and  the  dismissal 
lowed  up  by  a  refusal  to  pay  him  any  thing  for  the  care  taken, 
the  time  lost,  and  the  trouble  experienced,  in  the  service  of  those  who 
wantonly  discharge  him.  The  law  does  not  sanction  such  a  pro- 
ceeding. If,  as  formerly,  the  contract  of  mandate  was  gratuitous,  and 
the  agent  had  undertook  to  perform  it  without  reward,  the  principal 
might  put  an  end  to  it  when  he  pleased;  and  as  the  agent  had  no  claim 
for  the  services  when  rendered,  he  could  have  none  for  not  being  per- 
mitted to  render  them.  But  since  the  passage  of  our  Code,  a  remu- 
neration may  be  stipulated  for  the  duties  to  be  performed  under  this 
contract;  and  consequently,  where  that  remuneration  depends  on  his 
success,  the  agent  has  an  interest  that  the  power  should  not  be  put  an 
end  to  improperly.  Whether  that  interest  extends  so  far  as  to  enable 
him  to  claim  the  whole  sum  to  which  he  would  have  been  entitled. 
Vol.  III.— 30 
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bad  be  been  suffered  to  finisb  the  business  be  commenced^  need  noC 
he  inquired  into,  as  tbe  appellee  has  not  prayed  that  the  judgmeiKt 
below  should  be  changed;  and  we  are  satisfied,  no  error  was  com- 
mitted, in  decreeing  to  him  a  fair  compensation  for  the  work  and  labor 
done  in  the  service  of  the  plaintiffs. 

The  amount  allowed  is  supported  by  the  testimony,  and  does  not 
lippear  to  us  unreasonable. 

The  judgment  of  the  court  below  is  erroneous,  in  being  directly 
against  the  defendants;  whereas  it  should  have  been,  that  the  plain- 
tiffs be  placed  on  the  tableau  of  distribution,  to  be  paid  according  to 
their  rank. 

It  is,  therefore^  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  tbe  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided,  and  reversed;  and  it  is  fur- 
ther ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  defendant  in  the  cause, 
and  the  plaintiff  in  reconvention,  do  recover  of  the  estate  of  Pa\4 
Lanusse  the  sum  of  4615  dollars,  and  that  he  be  placed  on  the  ta- 
bleau of  distribution  accordingly;  it  is  further  ordered,  adjudged  and 
decreed  that  the  appellants  pay  the  costs  of  the  court  of  the  first 
instance,  and  the  appellee  those  of  appeal. 
.    Derbignj/f  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Seghtrsy  for  the  defendant 


Hennen  v.  Monro.     IV,  N.  S.  449. 

Tettiroony  taken  in  a  fonner  canae  between  the  same  partiea  may  be  vaed  in  erideooe 

on  the  second  trial,  provided  the  witnesses  be  dead  or  ahaent 
Goods  taken  out  of  a  vessel  to  lighten  her  aad  pot  on  the  beach,  in  case  of  damage,  fiir- 

nish  cause  for  a  claim  of  general  average. 
The  action  cannot  be  defeated  on  the  ground  that  there  are  other  owners,  unless  the  plea 

discloses  vdio  they  are. 

FIRST  District 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  is  a  suit  instituted  to  compel  the  defendant  to  contribute  as  on 
general  average  to  a  loss  which  die  plaintiff  alleges  he  has  sustained 
in  consequence  of  lightening  the  vessel  of  the  former,  by  placing  on 
a  beach  certain  boxes  containing  books  belonging  to  him,  which  were 
received  on  boards  to  be  carried  from  Pensacola  to  New  Orleans  on 
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ordinary  freight;  and  which  were  damaged  by  being  thns  removed, 
to  the  amount  of  629  dollars,  63  cents,  &c.  Judgment  was  given  in 
favor  of  the  plaintiflf  in  the  court  below,  from  which  the  defendant 
appealed. 

The  facts  of  the  case  as  they  appear  on  the  record,  according  to 
the  evidence  admitted  in  the  district  court,  show,  that  the  plaintiff 
put  on  board  a  sloop  called  the  Herald,  some  time  in  October,  1821, 
then  owned  and  commanded  by  the  defendant,  several  boxes  of 
books  to  be  carried  from  Pensacola  to  New  Orleans;  in  the  vessel  he 
came  passenger  at  the  same  time;  that  the  sloop  soon  after  leaving 
port  got  aground,  which  made  it  necessary  to  lighten  her,  and  this 
was  effected  in  part,  by  placing  the  merchandise  of  the  plaintiff  on  a 
beach  as  above  stated,  where  they  received  the  injury  complained  of 
by  a  sudden  surge  of  the  bay. 

Some  of  these  facts  are  in  part  established  by  evidence  to  which 
the  defendant  excepted  in  the  court  below;  and  it  is  necessary  before 
investigating  the  cause  on  its  merits  to  examine  the  bills  of  exceptions 
taken  to  the  admissibility  of  certain  depositions  or  testimony  taken 
down  in  writing  between  the  parties  to  the  present  suit,  in  one  which 
was  formerly  instituted  and  finally  decided,  where  the  plaintiff 
claimed  recompense  against  the  defendant  to  the  amount  of  his  entire 
loss,  on  the  ground  of  alleged  negligence  and  misconduct  in  the  latter, 
as  master  of  said  sloop,  &c.  These  exceptions  are  to  the  testimony 
of  two  witnesses.  Merry  and  Davidson;  one  shown  to  be  without  the 
jurisdictional  limits  of  the  state,  and  the  other  to  be  dead.  In  sup- 
port of  his  objections  to  the  evidence,  the  counsel  for  the  appellant 
relies  principally,  on  the  doctrine  which  relates  to  the  propriety  of 
allowing  records  of  previous  suits  to  be  introduced,  as  proof  in  subse- 
quent actions  between  the  same  parties:  and  in  aid  of  the  principles 
for  which  he  contends,  refers  the  court  to  2  Johns.  Rep.  24;  1  Esp. 
N.  P.  43.  On  a  perusal  of  these  cases,  it  is  found  that  they  relate  to 
evidence  offered  in  support  of  pleas  in  bar,  or  peremptory  exceptions, 
or  at  least  defences  partaking  of  the  nature  of  such  pleas.  To  sup- 
port an  exception  res  judicata  not  only  the  parties  must  be  the  same, 
but  the  cause  of  action  must  also  be  the  same;  the  identical  issues  of 
fiict  and  law,  are  required  to  have  been  decided  on  in  the  first  action. 
In  the  case  now  under  consideration,  the  testimony,  as  contained  on 
the  record  of  the  former  suit,  was  not  offered  in  support  of  a  plea  in 
bar.  It  was  tendered  as  proof  of  facts  known  only  to  witnesses,  one 
of  whom  is  now  dead,  and  the  other  not  within  the  reach  of  civil 
process;  of  facts  the  proof  of  which  had  been  obtained  from  them  by 
legal  examination,  in  which  both  parties  to  this  suit  had  an  opportu- 
nity to  interrogate  the  witnesses;  of  facts  pertinent  to  the  issue  in  the 
former  suit,  and  equally  pertinent  to  the  issue  in  the  present.  It  is 
evidence,  so  far  as  received,  necessary  to  the  support  of  both  actions. 
We  are  of  opinion  that  the  judge  a  quo  did  not  err  in  admitting 
the  depositions  of  these  witnesses  to  establish  facts  relative  to  the 
issue  in  the  present  case.  See  Phillips's  Evidence,  p.  266;  and  the 
cases  cited  by  the  counsel  for  the  defendant. 
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Opposition,  on  the  merits  of  the  case,  is  made  against  the  plaintiff's 
right  to  recover  on  a  general  average,  and  in  support  of  this  opposi- 
tion, several  grounds  are  assumed  by  the  appellant's  counsel. 

1.  That  from  the  manner  in  which  the  merchandise  was  removed 
from  the  sloop,  no  cause  of  action  occurred  for  a  general  contribution. 

2.  The  plaintiff  shows  no  property  in  the  goods. 

3.  There  is  no  bill  of  lading  or  proof  that  the  captain  knew  that 
the  boxes  were  on  board. 

4.  Admitting  a  cause  of  action  to  exist,  the  plaintiff  has  mistaken 
his  remedy,  in  not  suing  all  persons  who  had  goods  on  board  the* 
vessel. 

Lastly,  that  there  is  error  in  the  calculation  made  by  the  district 
court. 

It  is  true,  strictly  considered,  that  there  was  not  Sijactura  mercium 
of  the  appellee's  property.  A  sacrifice  of  the  goods  was  not  intended, 
when  they  were  placed  on  the  beach.  But  they  were  removed  from 
the  vessel  to  relieve  her  from  the  bar  on  which  she  was  aground, 
and  to  enable  her  to  prosecute  the  intended  voyage.  The  damage 
which  they  received  was  evidently  a  direct  consequence  of  their 
removal,  for  the  purpose  of  lightening  the  sloop;  which  produced 
general  benefit  to  vessel  and  cargo.  We  can  perceive  no  substantial 
difference,  between  a  case  of  injury  to  property  put  into  boats  for  the 
purpose  of  lightening  a  ship,  and  one  like  the  present,  where  the 
damage  occurred  by  placing  them  on  shore,  or  on  a  beach.  The 
former  is  regarded  in  the  light  of  a  jettison,  and  so  should  the  latter. 
See  Stevens  on  Average,  p.  15. 

As  to  the  property  in  the  goods,  although  from  the  evidence  the 
plaintiff  does  not  appear  to  have  been  the  absolute  proprietor  at  the 
time  he  shipped  them,  it  is  clear  that  he  was  conditional  owner,  and 
that  the  right  of  his  taking  on  himself  the  absolute  ownership,  de- 

E ended  on  his  own  volition.  It  is  clear  that  circumstances  compelled 
im  to  become  complete  owner  before  the  restitution  of  this  suit  In 
truth,  we  have  no  doubt  of  his  right  to  maintain  the  present  action, 
so  far  as  it  depends  on  ownership. 

The  evidence  of  Davidson  supplies  the  want  of  a  bill  of  lading,  for 
he  testifies  to  the  receipt  of  the  goods  by  the  captain,  and  that  they 
were  in  good  order  at  the  time. 

The  objection  to  the  form  of  the  action,  seems  to  be  based  on  the 
principle,  that  a  plaintiff  ought  to  pursue  all  the  individuals  liable  to 
contribute  on  a  general  average  in  the  same  suit.  In  the  present 
case  it  is  not  shown  that  he  has  not  pursued  that  course;  for  the 
evidence  of  the  cause  points  out  no  other  except  the  defendant,  who 
might  be  compelled  to  contribute.  Many  cases  might  arise,  wherein 
it  would  be  impossible  for  a  plaintiff  to  pursue  all  liable  to  contribu- 
tion in  the  same  action;  one  readily  perceived,  is  when  they  reside  in 
different  states  of  the  Union.  There  is,  therefore,  no  objection  to  the 
form  of  this  suit,  according  to  the  jurisprudence  of  this  state.  If  there 
be  other  persons  liable  to  share  the  loss,  they  ought  to  have  been 
pointed  out  by  the  defence.    See  2  Holt  on  Shipping,  p.  199. 
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By  a  calculation^  based  on  the' whole  value  of  the  sloop  and  freight 
as  proved,  less  the  probable  costs  of  the  voyage  and  seamen's  wages> 
say  about  200  dollars,  we  find  an  error  in  the  estimate  made  by  the 
court  below  of  about  45  dollars. 

It  isy  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  reversed  and  annulled;  and  it  is  further  ordered, 
adjudged  apd  decreed,  that  the  plaintiff  and  appellee,  do  recover 
from  the  defendant  and  appellant,  455  dollars,  and  that  the  appellee 
pay  the  cost  of  this  appeal. 

Hennerij  for  the  plamtiff. 

Pierce,  for  the  defendant 


Livingston  v.  Waldon.     IV,  N.  S.  456. 

Porchawrs  at  sheriff's  sales  are  not  responsible  for  irregularities  antecedent  to  issuing  \ht 

order  of  sale. 
A  sale  by  the  sheriff  of  New  Orleans,  for  taxes,  is  legal,  if  it  pursue  the  same  formalities 

which  are  directed  for  the  sale  of  lands  in  other  parts  of  the  state. 

FIRST  District. 

Martin,  J.,  deliyered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  sheriff  of  the  parish  of  Oriieans  having  demanded  from  the 
plaintiff^  paynoent  of  the  taxes,  wherewith  he  stood  charged,  on  a  list 
transmitted  to  that  officer,  by  the  treasurer  of  the  state,  under  the  act 
of  1816, chap.  47,  sect.  5;  3  Martinis  Digest,  380,  no.  49;  the  plain- 
tiff desired  that  three  lots,  of  which  he  furnished  a  written  designa- 
tion, should  be  seized  apd  sold.  They  were  purchased  by  the  de- 
fendant's ven4or,  and  a  recovery  of  them  is  the  object  of  the  present 
suit 

The  defendant  sets  up  his  title,  and  prays,  if  it  be  not  legal,  he  may 
be  allowed  the  sum  paid  by  his  vendor  in  discharge  of  the  plaintiff's 
taxes,  and  the  yalue  of  his  improvements. 

There  was  judgment  against  the  plaintiff,  and  be  appealed. 

i)is  counsel  has  built  hus  hope  of  success  in  procuring  the  reversal 
oi  the  judgment,  on  a  number  of  irregul^nties  ^dlege4  to  have  crept 
iotp  the  appraisement  of  the  property,  the  aissessipent  of  the  taxes, 
and  the  advertis^nients  pf  tb^  sale. 

As  to  any  irr^ularity  anterior  to  the  trapsmi^sipQ  pf  ^  list  by 
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the  treasurer  to  the  sheriff,  we  are  of  opinion  that  a  purchaser  at  the 
sale  of  the  latter,  cannot  be  more  affected  by  them,  than  the  vendee 
on  a  fieri  facias^  by  any  error  in  the  proceeding  prior  to  the  judgment, 
or  in  the  judgment  itself.  We  have,  therefore,  made  no  inquiry  into 
any  of  the  alleged  irregularities,  except  those  which  are  stated  to 
have  happened  in  the  advertisements. 

The  plaintiff's  counsel  urges,  that  no  advertisement  was  set  up; 
that  the  sale  was  not  advertised  in  the  French  and  English  languages 
during  thirty-five  days,  as  the  law  requires,  in  case  of  a  sale  of  real 
property  on  di  fieri  facias. 

The  defendant's  counsel  shows,  that  the  sale  was  advertised  during 
the  whole  month  of  October,  in  French  and  English,  in  one  newspa- 
per, except  on  the  Sundays;  and  in  another,  on  the  last  day  of  Sep- 
tember, and  during  the  whole  month  of  October,  except  on  the  Sun- 
days, in  the  English  language  only. 

It  however  appears,  that  in  the  newspaper  publishing  in  both 
languages,  there  was  an  omission,  as  to  the  English  language,  of  one 
day. 

The  plaintiff^s  counsel  contends,  that  the  sheriff  had  no  other  legiti- 
mate rule  of  conduct,  in  the  advertisements  of  the  sale,  but  that  pre- 
scribed to  sheriffs,  by  the  act  of  1804,  in  selling  real  estate  on  fieri 
facias. 

The  defendant's  counsel  urges,  that  land  sold  for  the  payment  of 
taxes,  is  sold,  according  to  law,  after  three  weeks  public  notice  at 
least;  that  this  rule,  the  only  one  prescribed  by  law,  for  the  sale  of 
such  land,  was  obligatory  on  the  sheriff  of  the  parish  of  Orleans;  that 
he  has  completely  followed  it,  and  therefore,  the  defendant's  vendor 
acquired  a  good  title. 

This  is  the  only  point  on  which  the  case  turns. 

Throughout  the  state,  except  the  parish  of  Orleans,  land  is  sold  for 
the  payment  of  taxes  by  the  collectors,  after  giving  at  least  three 
weeks^  public  notice,     1813,  cap.  53,  sect  12. 

In  the  parish  of  Orleans,  the  treasurer  of  the  state  is  the  collector. 
1808,  cap.  24,  sect.  10.  If,  therefore,  he  should  sell,  he  must  do  so 
after  giving  at  least  three  weeks'  public  notice:  any  other  rule  would 
be  arbitrary. 

But  to  facilitate  him,  the  legislature  has  authorised  him  to  issue  an 
execution  to  the  sheriff;  whether,  on  such  an  occasion  the  sheriff  is  to 
proceed  as  on  an  execution  out  of  courts,  by  appraisement;  and  ad- 
vertising during  thirty-five  days;  whether  he  cannot  sell,  if  the  land 
do  not  bring  a  certain  proportion  of  the  appraised  value,  we  have  not 
inquired;  for  in  the  case  under  consideration  no  execution  issued;  but 
the  land  was  sold  under  an  act  of  assembly,  1816,  cap.  47,  sect  49, 
which  provides  that  the  treasurer  may  transmit  to  the  sheriff  of  the 
parish  of  Orleans,  any  list  or  lists  for  the  collection  of  taxes,  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  sheriff  to  prosecute  on  the  same,  for  the  col- 
lection of  said  taxes,  without  requiring  any  execution. 

To  prosecute  on  the  same.    How?  surely  not  by  the  institution  of 
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a  suit,  in  the  ordinary  way.  The  poor  would  then  be  subject  to 
more  costs  than  the  amount  of  their  taxes.  We  understand  this 
expression  as  synonymous  with,  to  proceed  on  the  same.  How?  In 
the  manner  pointed  out  by  law  to  those  who  in  other  parishes  have 
the  like  duty  to  perform;  i,  e.,  by  a  demand,  and  if  necessary,  a  sale, 
after  giving  at  least  three  weeks*  public  notice. 

A  sale,  in  the  mode  pointed  out  on  a  fieri  facias  would  be  too 
tedious  and  dilatory:  the  property  must  be  appraised;  if  it  do  not 
bring  the  fixed  part  of  the  appraised  value,  the  property  must  be  ad- 
vertised, and  sold  on  a  credit.  It  cannot  be  presumed  that  the  rule, 
prescribed  on  the  sale  of  land  for  taxes  throughout  the  state,  should 
not  be  that  the  legislature  intended  to  have  followed  in  the  parish  of 
Orleans,  because  a  particular  officer  was  to  sell.  There  is  by  far  a 
greater  analogy  between  the  sale  of  land  for  taxes,  on  one  side  of 
the  Mississippi  by  the  sheriff,  and  a  like  sale  by  a  collector  on  the 
opposite  side,  than  between  such  a  sale  in  the  parish  of  Orleans  for 
taxes,  and  one  on  d^  fieri  facias. 

We  think  the  sheriff  did  not  err,  when  being  directed  to  sell  the 
plaintiff's  land  for  the  payment  of  his  taxes,  he  sold  them  in  the  mode 
prescribed  by  law  for  like  sales  throughout  the  other  parishes. 

And  it  appears  to  us,  the  sheriff,  in  the  present  case,  did  comply 
with  the  formalities  the  law  requires. 

He  was  to  sell,  after  giving  public  notice  for  three  weeks  at  least. 
It  is  said  he  set  up  no  advertisement.  The  defendant  offered  to  prove 
in  this  court  that  he  did;  the  plaintiff  objected  to  the  introduction  of 
any  evidence  out  of  the  record,  and  we  sustained  the  objection.  The 
law  has  fixed  no  particular  manner  of  giving  notice.  The  record 
shows  notice  was  given  for  upwards  of  four  weeks,  in  two  newspapers 
printed  in  the  parish.  We  think  this  is  a  more  effectual  way*of  giving 
notice  of  the  sale,  than  by  setting  up  a  few  advertisements;  several 
thousand  copies  of  the  advertisement  were  struck  off,  and  dispersed 
through  the  parish;  certainly  this  is  as  effectual  a  way  of  giving  notice 
as  can  be  devised. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Smithy  for  the  plaintiff. 

Hoffmarij  for  the  defendant. 
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Turcas  d  al  v.  L'Eglise.    IV,  N.  S.  462. 

Tb  the  formation  oft  ctmeum  three  crediton  are  neeeasarj,  but  it  b  nol  neoeeaary  the/ 

ahonld  be  present  at  the  meeting. 
The  insolvent  may  be  appointed  ayndic 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

PoaTXB>  i.y  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  case  conies  up  without  statement  of  facts^  bills  of  exceptions, 
Jca,  but  errors  are  assigned,  as  being  apparent  on  the  face  of  the 
record.    They  are; 

1.  That  only  two  creditors  met  and  voted  for  the  appellei^  as  syndic, 
when  Uie  meetinff  should  have  been  composed  of  &t  least  three  to 
render  the  proceedings  valid. 

2.  That  the  insolvent  was  improperly  appointed  syndic,  as  that 
trust  can  only  be  confided  to  a  creditor  of  the  estate. 

3.  That  a  man  cannot  be  his  own  creditor. 

We  have  no  difficulty  in  giving  our  assent  to  the  last  position,  but 
wp  cannot  accede  to  the  first  and  second. 

I.  The  audiority  relied  on  by  the  appellants'  counsel,  does  not 
support  the  position  assumed.  The  author  does  not  state  that  three 
persons  are  required  to  form  a  meeting  of  creditors.  He  says  the 
insolvent  must  be  indebted  to  three  persons  at  least,  and  must  name 
them  in  his  bilan  in  order  to  form  a  concurso;  which  is  very  different 
from  declaring  the  proceedings  void,  unless  more  than  two  out  of  a 
greater  number  attend,  and  vote  for  syndics.  In  the  present  case, 
the  appellants  are  placed  in  a  dilemma,  fatal  to  this  objection.  If 
they  are  not  creditors,  thev  have  no  right  to  appeal  If  they  are,  the 
insolvent  had  more  than  the  number  required  by  law.  Febreroj  Kb. 
3,  cap.  3,  sect,  1,  no.  16. 

IL  We  are  also  of  opinion,  the  second  objection  has  not  been 
sustained.  There  was  nothing  in  the  law  previous  to  the  passage  of 
that  article  in  the  Code  on  which  the  appellant  relies,  that  prohibited 
creditors  from  appointing  as  syndic  the  insolvent  himself;  and  that 
article  in  declaring  that  they  may  appoint  as  syndic  one  among 
themselves,  cannot  be  considered  as  repealing  former  provisions  from 
which  it  differs,  but  to  which  it  is  not  contrary.  The  enactment  that 
creditors  may  appoint  particular  persons,  can  well  stand  with  the 
ancient  laws  that  they  might  appoint  them  and  others.  This  con- 
struction is  strengthened  by  the  consideration  that  since  the  passage 
of  the  general  provision  in  our  former  Code,  the  legislature  in  acting 
specially  on  the  subject  of  insolvency,  have  affixed  no  limits  to  the 
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choice,  and  in  the  late  revision  of  that  work,  they  have  stricken  out 
the  words  on  which  the  appellant  relies.  Salgado  Lab,  Credit. 
Concurs,  part.  1,  cap.  13;  Febrero^  lib.  3,  cap.  3,  sect.  1,  no.  26; 
Civil  Code,  84,  art.  34;  Acts  of  1817,  130  and  132,  sect.  10  and  14; 
Louisiana  Code,  art.  417. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  parish  court  be  aflBrmed,  with  costs. 

Seghersy  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Ripley  J  for  the  defendant. 


Williams  et  al.  v.  Horton,  Curator.     IV,  N.  S.  464. 

A  donation  of  slaves  withoat  estimatioo,  is  void,  thoogh  accompanied  by  delivery;  for 
delivery  cores  want  of  estimation  of  property  given  only  in  case  of  movables. 

THIRD  District 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 
This  suit  is  commenced  agamst  the  curator  of  the  estate  of  the 
absentees,  in  which  the  plaintiffs  allege  themselves  to  be  forced  heirs 
of  Rebecca  Horton,  together  with  Mary  Ann  Spencer,  who  is  made 
defendant  in  the  action,  through  the  medium  of  the  curator  of  her 
estate,  appointed  in  consequence  of  her  absence  from  the  state.  The 
object  of  the  suit  on  the  part  of  the  petitioners,  is  to  have  two  deeds, 
by  which  Rebecca  Horton  in  her  lifetime  conveyed  certain  property 
to  said  Mary  Ann,  set  aside  and  annulled  on  the  ground  of  fraud  and 
prejudice  to  the  plaintiffs,  as  forced  heirs  of  the  grantor.  One  of  these 
instruments  purports  to  be  an  act  of  sale,  the  other  a  deed  of  gift. 
The  cause  was  submitted  to  the  decision  of  a  jury  in  the  court  below, 
who  found  a  verdict,  declaring  the  act  of  sale  to  be  fraudulent,  and 
that  of  donation  to  be  void,  on  account  of  legal  informality  in  its 
execution.  On  this  verdict  a  judgment  was  rendered,  decreeing  both 
acts  to  be  void,  and  deciding  that  th^  property  intended  to  be  conveyed 
by  them,  belonged  to  the  succession  of  the  vendor  and  donor;  from 
which  this  appeal  was  taken  on  the  part  of  the  defendant 

A  new  trial  was  moved  for  in  the  district  court  on  several  grounds. 
1.  Because  the  verdict  is  manifestly  contrary  to  the  law  and  evidence 
of  the  case.     2.  That  it  is  insufficient  and  informal,  as  not  having 
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decided  on  all  the  matters  at  issue  between  the  parties,  particnlariv' 
in  not  finding  that  the  property  should  be  collated  and  partitioned. 
3.  Because  the  jury  erred  in  rescinding  the  donation. 

The  appellants,  according  to  the  points  filed  in  this  court,  seem  to 
rely  principally  on  the  same  grounds,  for  a  reversal  of  the  judgment 
of  the  inferior  court,  which  were  there  assumed  in  support  of  their 
motion  for  a  new  trial.  In  relation  to  the  allegation  of  simulation 
and  fraud  in  the  act  of  sales;  being  a  subject  most  properly  cognisable 
by  a  jury,  unless  their  verdict  be  clearly  contrary  to  the  weight  of 
evidence  in  the  cause,  it  would  not  be  correct  for  this  court,  or  the 
judge  of  the  court  below,  to  set  it  aside.  The  whole  evidence  of  the 
case,  which  appears  by  the  record  to  have  been  heard  by  the  Jury, 
in  our  opinion,  establishes  facts  from  which  they  may  have  fairly 
inferred  simulation  in  the  deed  of  sale,  and  consequently  fraud  on  the 
rights  of  the  appellees  as  forced  heirs  of  the  seller.  The  objection 
made  to  the  verdict  on  account  of  not  having  decreed  a  collation  and 
partition  of  the  succession  of  R.  Horton,  is  wholly  without  foundation; 
for  the  sole,  or  at  least  principal  object  of  the  present  suit,  is  to  destroy 
the  effect  of  the  acts  of  sale  and  donation  made  by  the  mother  of  the 
parties:  and*  if  they  be  null  and  void,  collation  will  have  nothing  to 
do  in  the  case,  because  the  property  which  was  intended  to  be  con- 
veyed by  them  must  be  considered  as  constituting  an  unappropriated 
part  of  her  estate. 

The  reasons  why  our  legislature,  in  conformity  with  the  legislation 
of  France,  should  have  embarrassed  donations  with  so  many  forms, 
are  not  very  palpable  and  evident  to  the  minds  of  men  who  are  only 
conversant  with  the  ordinary  affairs  of  human  life;  in  truth,  they  can- 
not be  considered  as  very  conspicuous  and  imposing  on  those  learned 
in  the  law.  Why  honest  generosity  should  be  thus  trammelled,  is  not 
easy  to  account  for;  aed  it  a  lex.  In  resorting  to  TouUier's  Commen- 
tary on  the  Code  Napoleon,  it  is  discovered  that  tradition,  t.  e.,  delivery 
de  manu  in  manum  of  movables,  according  to  the  decisions  of  Uie 
courts  of  justice  in  France,  dispenses  with  many,  if  not  all  the  forms 

5»Tescribed  by  the  Code  for  the  perfection  of  donations.  See  5  Thul- 
iety  p.  181,  to  184.  Want  of  estimation  of  the  property  given,  is 
cured  by  delivery  of  movables.  The  f6rty-eighth  article  of  our  late 
Civil  Code  is  verbatim  that  of  the  948th  article  of  the  French  Code; 
except  that  ours  provides  expressly  in  the  same  manner  for  the  dona- 
tion of  slaves,  and  requires  that  an  estimate  should  be  made  of  them 
and  signed  by  both  donor  and  donee,  &c.  There  can  be  no  doubt, 
according  to  the  interpretation  given  to  this  law  by  French  jurists, 
and  #hich  we  believe  to  be  correct,  of  tradition  of  movables  obvi- 
ating the  invalidity  of  a  donation,  which  would  otherwise  take  place 
for  want  of  an  estimate.  The  only  question  which  remains  for  ex- 
amination is,  whether  the  delivery  of  slaves,  under  a  deed  of  grant, 
made  and  accepted  in  due  form,  will,  agreeably  to  the  general  rules 
of  property  in  this  state,  produce  the  same  effect? 
The  principal  reason  which  seems  to  have  influenced  the  opinions 
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and  decisions  of  those  who  have  considered  tradition  of  movable 
property  made  in  pursuance  of  a  will  to  give,  as  sufficient  to  cure  all 
defects  of  form  in  donations,  is  that  possession  of  this  kind  of  property 
is  held  to  be  equivalent  to  title,  or  in  other  words,  to  be  evidence  of 
title.  But  according  to  our  laws  in  relation  to  titles  by  which  pro- 
perty is  hekl,  a  written  instrument  is  required  in  order  to  transfer 
slaves  from  one  proprietor  to  another;  and  when  the  evidence  offered 
in  support  of  title  to  them  is  an  act  of  donation,  to  give  it  validity,  ^t 
tfxusi  appear  clothed  with  all  the  fomoialities  required  by  law,  and 
sanctioned  by  an  authentic  deed.  Mere  possession  is  not  evidence 
of  title.  In  the  present  case,  the  notarial  act  is  invalid  for  want  pf 
^h^  estimate  required  by  the  Code,  and  is  therefore  no  evidence  of 
title  in  the  donee,  because  donations  o^nnot  be  supported  by  any  in- 
strument inferior  to  authentic  acts.  In  this  species  of  contract,  forma 
appear  to  assume  the  place  of  substance.  From  the  foregoing  review 
of  the  case,  there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  perceiving  the  differenc<^  in 
the  legal  principles  whicl^  govern  it  from  those  on  which  the  decbioi^ 
were  made^  relative  to  synallagi;nati,ccontra,cts,  relied  pa  by  the  coun- 
sel for  the  appellants. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  thp  ju^d^meat 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Waits  and  Lobdell,  for  the  plaintiffiu 

Preston,  for  the  defendant. 


Zoit  V.  Millaudon.    IV,  N.  S.  470. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

The  law  does  not  positively  require  that  opposition  to  the  report 
of  referees  be  isade  in  writing:  if  made  ore  tenus  and  no  objection 
taken  to  that  mode,  that  suffices. 

The  main  question  in  this  case  was,  whether  the  consignee  who 
I  agent  in  the  purchase  may  sell  the  goods  to  replace  his  advance? 


The  CoiTBT  say:-^In  coming  to  a  conclusion  on -the  main  question 
of  the  case,  the  court  is  mucih  relieved  from  the  p^plexity  and  labor 
of  research,  which  k  might  otherwise  require,  by  a  decision  hereto* 
fore  made,  to  be  found  in  8  Martin,  402  et  Bcq. 

That  was  a  case  in  which  the  vendor  of  property  resold  it  for  ac- 
Qount  and  risk  of  a  vendee,  who  neglected  to  receive  and  take  it  from 
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the  warehouse  of  the  former.  The  present  is  one  in  which  a  con- 
signee, who  was  largely  in  advance  to  the  owner  of  goods,  procured 
through  the  agency  of  the  former,  and  which  were  not  to  be  delivered 
to  the  latter  until  payment  should  be  made  by  him  of  said  advances, 
which  formed  indirectly  a  large  portion  of  the  price  of  the  articles 
thus  purchased  and  procured,  caused  said  goods  to  be  sold  at  the  risk 
of  the  proprietor,  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  a  fulfilment  of  the  con- 
tract existing  between  the  parties.  This  step  was  not  taken  until 
after  due  notice  was  given  to  the  persons  who  had  acted  for  the 
owner  in  making  the  contract,  nor  until  a  reasonable  time  had  elapsed, 
in  which  the  agreement  should  have  been  finally  adjusted.  In  truth, 
any  distinction  which  maybe  made  between  the  two  cases,  forms  no 
difference  in  their  legal  character.  See  the  authorities  referred  to  in 
the  case  cited.  Ex  necessitate  ret  the  holder  of  the  property  becomes 
agent  for  the  owner  in  the  sale  made. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  parish  court  be  avoided,  reversed  and  annulled;  and  it  is  fur- 
ther ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  judgment  be  here  entered 
for  the  appellant  and  defendant  for  206  dollars,  20  c^nts,  with  costs 
in  both  courts. 

SegherSy  for  the  plaintiff. 

Derlngnyj  for  the  defendant. 


Hill  V.  Morgan.    IV,  N.  S.  475. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  the  completion  of  the  contract  between  Tender  and  reudee,  that  the 

article  sold  should  be  weighed  in  presence  €if  the  latter. 
Payment  b  not  a  snspensife  condition  of  a  cash  sale. 
The  right  of  the  vendor  to  daim  back  the  thing  sold  within  eight  days,  can  only  be  exer* 

cised  when  it  is  in  possession  of  the  ?endee* 

FIRST  District. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

The  defendant  is  sued  as  a  trespasser,  having  seized  a  quantity  of 
coffee,  which  the  plaintiff  alleges  to  be  his,  on  a  writ  of  sequestration 
directed  to  him  to  seize  coffee  sold  by  Gale  to  Dewit  There  was  a 
verdict  and  judgment  against  him,  and  he  appealed. 

It  appears  Gale  sold  the  coffee  to  Dewit  on  the  7th  April,  to  be  paid 
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on  delivery:  the  delivery  was  completed  at  half  past  twelve  on  the 
8th,  when  Dewit,  being  in  want  of  money  to  take  up  an  acceptance 
by  three  o'clock,  sold  the  coffee  to  the  plaintiff,  one  hour  after  the  de- 
livery, and  one  hour  after  it  was  brought  to  the  warehouse  in  which 
the  plaintiff  wished  to  have  it  stored.  The  plaintiff  stipulated  thaVthe 
costs  of  drayage  and  storage  during  one  month  should  be  paid  by 
Dewit.  After  the  coffee  was  brought  to  the  warehouse,  and  partly 
taken  in  and  partly  left  before  the  door  of  it,  and  the  owner  of  the 
warehouse  had  receipted  for  it,  the  plaintiff  paid  4500  dollars  to 
Dewit,  and  then  the  sheriff  seized  the  coffee  on  a  writ  of  sequestra- 
tion, on  a  suit  by  Gale  against  Dewit. 

The  defendant's  counsel  urges,  that  the  coffee  was  still  the  pro*- 
perty  of  Gale,  because  sold  for  prompt  payment  and  unpaid  for,  and 
because  it  was  sold  by  the  pound  and  had  been  weighed  by  Gale, 
without  the  presence  of  Dewit,  who  never  did  agree  to  the  weight. 

That,  if  it  be  not  the  property  of  Gale,  it  is  of  Dewit,  because,  the 
coffee  was  not  weighed  on  the  second  sale;  because,  as  Dewit  was  to 
pay  the  drayage  and  storage  for  one  month;  the  coffee  was  still  in  his 
possession,  and  there  had  been  no  delivery  to  the  plaintiff;  conse- 
quently no  transfer  of  property. 

It  is  further  contended  that,  as  the  sale  to  Dewit  was  not  on  a 
credit,  the  vendor  had  a  right,  within  eight  days,  to  seize  the  coffee, 
notwithstanding  a  sate  to  a  part  purchaser. 

That  the  thing  sold  is,  after  the  agreement  as  to  the  object  and  price, 
at  the  risk  of  the  vendee,  is  a  matter  of  the  nature,  and  not  of  the 
essence  of  the  contract,  and  it  is  not  less  perfect,  because  this  circum- 
stance be  excluded  by  a  stipulation  or  by  a  provision  of  the  law. 

The  sale,  of  a  thing  to  be  weighed,  is  not  perfect,  inasmuch  as  the 
things  sold  are  at  the  risk  of  the  seller,  until  they  be  weighed.  Civil 
Code,  2433.  This  is  the  only  difference  this  circumstance  creates;  in 
all  other  respects  the  sale  is  complete  and  perfect. 

But  in  the  present  case,  the  coffee  had  been  weighed.  The  circum- 
stance of  its  having  been  so,  out  of  the  presence  of  Dewit,  might 
authorise  him  to  refuse  payment  till  the  coffee  wsis  weighed  before 
him,  or  till  the  fairness  of  the  weight  was  established  by  legal  proof, 
which  he  was  unable  to  contradict;  and  as  he  received  the  coffee  and 
sold  and  delivered  it  into  the  warehouse,  indicated  by  his  vendee,  it 
is  clear  he  discharged  his  vendor  from  the  risk;  and  so  the  sale  was 
at  all  events,  and  in  all  respects  between  him  and  his  vendor,  as  per- 
fect as  if  it  had  been  weighed  in  his,  De wit's  presence;  though  he 
was  not,  perhaps,  concluded  by  the  weight,  and  had  the  faculty  of 
showing  any  error  in  it. 

As  to  the  second  sale,  it  is  in  evidence  that  a  note  of  the  weight, 
from  Gale's  books,  being  furnished  to  the  plaintiff,  he  was  informed 
payment  might  be  made  thereon;  if  he  was  not  satisfied,  he  might 
weigh  the  coffee;  a  circumstance  which  did  not  prevent  him  from 
receiving  it,  and  making  a  very  considerable  payment  thereon. 

We  thmk  that  notwithstanding  Dewit  was  to  pay  for  the  drayage 
Vol.  III.— 31 
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and  storage  for  a  month,  still  after  the  coffee  was  brought  to  the  ware- 
house, and  the  keeper  had  receipted  for  it,  although  some  bags  were 
still  on  the  pavement,  the  coffee  was  delivered,  and  was  at  the  risk, 
and  consequently  the  property  of  the  plaintiff. 

Surely  the  promise  to  pay  for  one  month's  storage  in  a  warehouse, 
designated  by  the  vendee,  would  not  leave  the  thing  sold  at  the 
vendor's  risk,  without  a  positive  stipulation.  It  is  clear  that  if  the 
warehouse  had  taken  fire  and  the  coffee  been  destroyed,  the  loss 
would  have  been  the  plaintiff's,  not  Dewit's;  as  the  coffee  was  at  his 
risk  it  was  his]  res  perii  domino. 

We,  therefore,  conclude  that  the  sales  were  both  complete  and 
perfect. 

But  it  is  urged  that  payment  is  a  suspensive  condition  of  a  sale 
when  no  credit  is  given,  and  that  till  it  be  effected,  the  property  does 
not  psiss  to  the  vendee. 

To  this  we  have  a  contrary  express  statutory  provision.  Between 
the  parties  the  sale  is  considered  as  perfect,  as  soon  as  there  exists  an 
agreement  for  the  object  antl  the  price,  although  the  object  has  not 
been  delivered,  nor  the  payment  made.    Civil  Code,  2431. 

This,  however,  is  said  to  be  a  general  provision  to  which  a  sale  for 
prompt  payment  proves  an  exception.  It  is  clear  the  statute  does  not 
distinguish,  and  we  cannot  see  how  we  can. 

The  particular  provisions  made  for  the  security  of  the  vendor  in 
such  sales,  sufficiently  show  he  is  included  in  the  general. 

Until  paid,  he  may  refuse  to  deliver.    Civil  Code,  2463. 

While  the  thing  remains  in  the  vendee's  possession,  he  may  within 
eight  days  avoid  the  contract,  claim  the  thing,  and  prevent  its  sale. 
Civil  Code,  3196. 

After  eight  days,  the  thing  being  still  in  the  possession  of  the  ven- 
dee, the  vendor  may  demand  the  sale  and  his  payment  out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds, in  preference  to  all  other  creditors.    Civil  Code,  3194. 

We  cannot  agree  to  the  construction  urged  on  us  by  the  defendant's 
counsel  of  the  art  3196.  It  gives  the  vendor  the  right "  to  claim  back 
the  things  sold,  as  long  as  they  are  in  the  possession  of  the  purchaser, 
and  prevent  the  resale  of  them;  provided  the  claim  for  restitution  be 
made  within  eight  days." 

This  does  not  give  any  right  against  a  fair  purchaser  to  whom  the 
thing  has  been  delivered.  The  resale  may  be  prevented,  but  not  set 
aside;  to  prevent  a  resale  is  the  consequence  of  the  claim  for  restitu- 
tion, when  the  vendor  prefers  that  to  the  payment  of  the  price,  and 
the  statute  gives  this  claim  for  restitution,  as  long  as  the  thing  is  in 
the  possession  of  the  purchaser;  not  after. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Livermorey  for  the  plaintiff. 

Hennen,  for  the  defendant 
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Eggleston  v.  Colfax  et  al    IV,  N.  S.  481. 

An  attorney,  in  fact,  may  bring  suit  in  his  own  name  for  the  use  of  his  principal. 
The  amount  expressed  in  the  bond  of  a  curator  is  prima  facie  that  which  is  due  the 
heirs. 

THIRD  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  action  is  instituted,  on  a  bond  given  by  the  defendant  Colfax 
for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties  as  curator  of  a  vacant  estate. 
The  surety  is  also  joined  in  the  action.  There  was  judgment  against 
them,  and  they  appealed. 

The  first  objection  to  the  correctness  of  the  proceedings  which  we 
are  required  to  notice,  is  contained  in  the  answer  filed  by  the  defen- 
dants. There  is  a  plea  in  it  that  the  plain tiflF  cannot  maintain  an  ac- 
tion in  his  capacity  as  agent.  That  the  suit  should  have  been  brought 
in  the  name  of  those  he  represented. 

We  do  not  think  it  well  founded.  Under  the  power  of  attorney, 
filed  with  the  petition,  the  plaintiff  was  appointed  for  the  special  pur- 
pose of  recovering  the*  shares  of  his  principal  of  the  succession  of 
whom  the  defendant  was  curator.  According  to  the  former  laws  of 
this  country,  and  in  this  respect  no  change  has  been  made  in  them, 
the  attorney  could  bring  suit  in  the  name  of  those  he  represented,  or 
in  his  own  name  for  their  use  and  benefit.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that 
the  judgment  in  this  case,  and  between  these  parties,  would  enable 
the  defendant  to  present  the  plea  of  rts  judicata^  if  sued  again  on  the 
same  matters  by  those  from  whom  the  plaintiff  holds  his  powers.  A 
judgment  in  their  own  name  would  have  no  other,  or  greater  effect. 

The  next  objection  is,  that  there  is  no  evidence  on  the  record  which 
shows  the  amount  due.  The  bond  itself  shows  this.  The  law  re- 
quires, it  should  be  taken  for  the  amount  of  the  estate  as  appraised  in 
tfie  inventory;  the  sum,  therefore,  expressed  in  the  obligation  is  prima 
facie  that  which  is  due  to  the  heirs,  who  are  absent,  unless  the 
curator  shows,  what  disposition  he  has  made  of  the  estate  in  his  hands. 
Civil  Code,  176,  art.  134. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  aflSrmed,  with  costs. 

Watts  and  Lobdell^  for  the  plaintiff. 

Woodruffs  for  the  defendants. 
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M'Rae  v.  Bushnell.    IV,  N.  S.  483. 

The  constitution  does  not  aathorise  the  court  to  take  cognisance  of  any  case  where  the 

object  in  dispute  is  below  300  dollars. 
Whether  the  legislature  can  confer  the  powerl — Quare. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  plaintiff  alleges  that  the  defendant  has  caused  a  ^eri  facias 
(obtained  at  his  suit,  against  her  former  husband)  to  be  levied  on 
6800  pounds  of  seed  cotton,  the  property  of  her  son;  that  her  said 
husband  died  insolvent,  after  having  taken  the  benefit  of  the  act, 
obtained  an  injunction,  which  the  defendant  in  action  had  dissolved; 
she  appealed,  and  her  petition  alleges  that  the  defendant  is  judge  of 
the  district,  that  includes  the  parish  in  which  the  judgment  was  ren- 
dered, and  that  the  value  of  the  cotton  seized  is  sufficient  to  authorise 
an  appeal  from  the  parish  court,  wherefore  she  prays  the  appeal  to 
this  court. 

By  the  Code  of  Practice,  the  judgments  of  the  parish  courts  are 
appealable  from,  when  the  amount  demanded  exceeds  100  dollars, 
art.  568;  and  the  legislature  has  said  the  appeal  must  be  brought  to 
this  cojurt,  when  the  district  judge  cannot  sit  on  it.     Ibid. 

The  jurisdiction  of  parish  courts  extends  to  such  cases  only,  in 
which  the  value  in  dispute  does  not  exceed  300  dollars. 

Our  jurisdiction,  by  the  constitution,  extends  to  civil  cases,  in  which 
the  object  in  dispute  exceeds  300  dollars. 

It  is  very  clear  that  the  constitution  does  not  authorise  us  to  sustain 
an  appeal,  when  the  value  of  the  object  in  dispute  is  below  300  dollars: 
can  the  legislature  authorise  us  to  do  it?  It  is  not  necessary  we  should 
inquire  into  this;  for,  admitting  that  it  can,  it  does  not  authorise  an 
appeal  from  the  parish  court,  unless  the  object  in  dispute  be  worth 
100  dollars;  nothing  shows  the  value  of  the  seed  cotton  seized.  The 
petition  alleges  that  it  is  sufficient  to  authorise  an  appeal;  but  this  is 
not  sworn  to,  and  is  stated  argumentatively;  we  are  only  informed 
that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  appellant,  it  is  of  sufficient  value;  but  that 
value  should  have  been  stated,  before  we  could  admit  the  conclusion. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  appeal  be 
dismissed,  with  costs. 

Woodruff,  for  the  plaintiff. 

fFatis  and  Lobdeli,  for  the  defendant. 
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Harris's  Tutor  v.  M'Kee  et  al.     IV,  N»  S.  485. 

The  court  of  probates  has  not  jurisdictioa  of  a  case, where  the  heirs  of  a  saccessioa 
claim  propertj  from  those  who  hold  und^r  a  title  adverse  to  them  and  their  ^cestor. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  petitioner  claims  for  his  minor  children  a  partition  of  certain 
slaves  in  the  possession  of  the  defendants. 

The  right,  to  do  so,  is  derived  from  a  donation  made  so  far  back 
as  the  year  1800,  to  Daniel,  Elizabeth,  Ann,  and  Mary  Bookter,  two 
of  whom  have  since  died  without  issue.  The  plaintiffs  are  the  de- 
scendants of  Elizabeth,  who  is  also  deceased. 

There  was  a  plea  to  the  jurisdiction  in  the  court  below:  we  think 
it  should  have  been  sustained. 

We  see  nothing  in  the  allegations  of  the  parties,  nor  in  the  evidence 
adduced,  which  could  enable  the  court  of  probates  to  take  cognisance 
of  the  case.  That  court  is  the  proper  one  to  make  a  partition  of  a 
succession,  where  the  parties  claim  as  heirs  or  legatees;  and  no 
defence  is  made  under  another  title,  or  in  a  different  capacity.  In 
the  present  case,  if  the  minor  heirs  had  wished  to  make  a  division  of 
effects  which  they  held  in  comnlon,  they  would  have  been  before  the 
proper  tribunal;  but  the  object  is  to  recover  from  a  party  who  claims 
adversely  to  them  and  to  their  ancestor,  and  the  ordinary  courts  can 
alone  settle  that  qtiestion.  The  case  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  is 
not  made  stronger,  by  supposing  Bookter's  succession  to  be  interested 
in  it;  for  the  defendant  set  up  a  title  which  is  equally  opposed  to  a 
demand  in  that  right  The  924th  article  of  the  Code  of  Practice,  on 
which  the  inferior  court  sustained  the  case,  relates  to  persons  of  full 
age  who  have  a  right  in  a  succession.    ^ntCy  234. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  court  of  probates  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  it  is 
further  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  there  be  judgment  against 
the  plaintiff  as  in  case  of  nonsuit,  and  that  be  pay  costs  in  both 
courts. 

Bradford,  Watts  and  Lobdell,  for  the  plaintiff. 

Preston,  for  the  defendants. 
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Clamageran  v.  Bucks  Sc  Hedrick  et  ah    lY,  N.  S.  487. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

A  third  party  cannot  intervene  in  a  suit,  to  plead  peremptory 
exceptions  on  behalf  of  the  defendants. 


Malchaux  r.  Lefebvre.     IV,  N.  S.  489. 

SECOND  District. 

Where  payment  to  a  third  party  is  the  condition  of  a  contract,  the 
receipt  from  him  is  evidence  between  the  parties  contracting. 

Thb  literal  proof  was  well  received,  and  must  excluae  parol 
proof. 


Conway  et  al.  v.  Chinn.    IV,  N.  S.  491. 

A  jadge  cannot  oertiQr  after  jadgment,  that  the  record  contauii  all  the  matten  on  wliiefa 
the  case  waa  decided,  unleaa  it  appeara  it  waa  tried  oa  writteo  doeiimenti. 

SECOND  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

That  part  of  the  application  for  a  rehearing,  and  that  only,  which 
relates  to  a  supposed  error  of  the  court,  in  considering  there  was  no 
statement  of  facts,  requires  to  be  particularly  noticed. 
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In  the  opinion  delivered  with  the  judgment  of  this  court,  we  stated 
there  was  no  statement  of  facts.  The  certificate  of  the  judge  being 
made  out  months  after  the  trial  and  decree,  wsis  regarded  by  us  as  a 
nullity. 

The  law  allowed  the  judge  to  certify  at  any  time,  if  the  cause  was 
tried  on  written  documents.  It  prohibited  him  from. doing  Sb,  if  parol 
evidence  was  heard.  This  record  does  not  show  the  case  was  decided 
on  written  documents  alone:  no  evidence  appears  on  it.  Whether 
any  was  given  or  not,  we  can  only  learn  from  a  certificate,  which 
cannot  give  us  judicially,  the  knowledge  of  what  transpired  at  the  trial, 
unless  the  case  was  tried  on  written  documents.  There  is  perhaps 
not  so  much  danger  that  the  judge  should  forget  the  whole  of  the 
parol  evidence  as  a  part  of  it;  but  the  law  has  made  no  exception, 
and  we  can  make  none.  10  Marling  645;  3  /i/dl,204;  5  Ibid.^  666. 
Whether  the  Code  of  Practice  has  made  any  change  in  the  law  need 
not  be  inquired  into,  as  the  case  was  decided  months  before  it  was  in 
force. 

The  rehearing  is  therefore  refused. 

fFaits  and  Lobdelly  for  the  defendant. 


Myles  V.  Miller.    IV,  N.  S.  492. 

EIGHTH  District, 

Pleas  of  payment  and  want  of  consideration  are  not  inconsistent. 
A  man  may  pay  a  note,  and  not  discover  until  after  the  payment  is 
made  that  the  consideration  on  which  he  gave  it  was  wanting. 
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Naba  v.  Soubercase's  Heirs.     IV,  N.  S.  493. 

COURT  of  Probates  of  New  Orleans. 

The  judgment  of  the  inferior  court  will  not  be  reversed  when  the 
evidence  leaves  the  fact  doubtful.  If  men  will  transact  business  in 
such  a  way  as  to  leave  their  heirs  and  representatives  entirely 
dependent  on  the  good  faith  of  those  with  whom  they  contract,  they 
cannot  expect  that  conjectures  and  presumptions  will  stand  in  the 
place  of  legal  proof. 


Baudin  v.  Dubourg  &  Barron.     IV,  N.  S.  496. 

FIRST  District. 

When  the  defendant  is  sued  as  attorney  in  fact^  and  the  judg- 
ment is  general,  the  judgment  does  not  affect  the  defendant  in  his 
own  right. 

A  mistake  in  the  report  of  referees  cannot  be  assigned  as  error. 

The  errors  which  may  be  assigned  as  apparent  are  only  those  into 
which  the  court  itself  falls,  not  those  of  referees,  which  are  always 
cured  by  the  submission  of  the  party  without  objection. 
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Hicks  V.  Duncan  &  Sons. — Strawbridge,  Appellant. 
IV,  N.  S.  497. 

Where  the  plaintiflTin  attachment  is  cast  in  the  suit,  the  attorney  for  defendant  is  onJy 
entitled  to  have  the  fee  of  11  dollars  taxed  in  the  costs. 

FIRST  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  case  commenced  by  attachment,  and  the  appellant  was  ap- 
pointed to  represent  the  absent  debtors.  The  plaintiflf  failed  in  his 
action,  and  the  appellant,  as  attorney  for  the  defendants,  moved  the 
court  below,  that  he  should  be  allowed  301  dollars,  for  his  professional 
services,  to  be  taxed  in  the  costs,  and  paid  by  the  plaintiff. 

This  application  the  judge  below  refused,  and  in  our  opinion  most 
correctly.  In  this  court  it  has  been  sustained,  on  arguments  drawn 
from  the  uniform  custom  which  has  prevailed,  of  taxing  in  cases  of 
this  kind,  the  fees  of  defendant's  counsel  in  the  plaintiff's  costs,  and 
from  considerations  of  the  service  rendered  to  the  plaintiff,  by  the 
appellant's  appearing  in  the  cause. 

The  custom  relied  on  cannot  prevail  against  the  law,  which  limits 
the  tax  fee  to  11  dollars.  The  service  rendered  the  plaintiff,  by 
appearing  and  defeating  him  in  the  suit,  is  not  perceived  by  the 
court;  and  even  if  it  were  a  service,  the  act  of  assembly  has  fixed  the 
compensation  for' it.  The  case  in  3  A/ar/tn,  contemplates  that  the 
payment  shall  be  made  out  of  the  property  seized;  and,  as  in  that 
case  the  plaintiff  succeeded,  there  was  no  positive  law  standing  in 
the  way  of  the  court,  allowing  the  attorney  for  defendant  a  compensa- 
tion equivalent  to  his  services. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Strawbridge^  for  the  plaintiff. 

Livermore,  for  the  defendants. 
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Bushnell  v.  Brown's  Heirs.     IV,  N.  S.  499. 

Acts  of  limititiondo  not  apply  to  matters  which  are  presented  as  exceptions. 
An  injunction  which  has  been  granted  unadvised! j,  will  not  be  diBsoWed  if  it  appear 
from  the  evidence  that  it  must  be  issued  again. 

THIRD  District. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  plaintiff  having  obtained  an  injunction  to  an  order  of  seizure 
and  sale  on  the  ground  that  the  land  sold  him  was  deficient  in 
quantity,  and  that  he  was  disturbed  in  his  possession  of  the  premises 
by  suit,  and  further  that  the  sheriff  levied  without  any  previous 
notice  to,  or  demand  from  him;  the  injunction  was  dissolved,  the 
court  being  of  opinion  he  had  not  supported  his  allegations. 

This  case  is  before  us  on  two  bills  of  exceptions. 

The  one  was  taken  to  the  opinion  of  the  court,  in  refusing  the 
plaintiff  an  order  of  survey  claimed,  to  establish  the  deficiency  to  the 
legal  extent. 

The  other  to  the  introduction  of  a  record  showing  a  suit  brought 
after  the  injunction  was  obtained. 

The  order  of  survey  was  refused  because  the  plaintiff  suffered  one 
year  to  elapse  without  complaining  of  this  deficiency. 

We  think  the  district  judge  erred.  It  is  true,  the  plaintiff  could 
not  have  been  heard  on  a  suit  against  his  vendors;  but  it  does  not 
follow  that  he  could  not  use  as  a  shield  what  he  no  longer  could  use 
as  a  weapon.  Qua  temporalia  sunt  ad  agendam,  perpetua  sunt 
ad  excipiendum. 

Proceedings  on  injunctions  are  not  carried  on  in  the  formal  manner 
in  which  ordinary  ones  are  conducted,  but  summarily y  the  strict 
rules  of  pleading  are  disregarded  by  the  court.  Semper  ad  eventum 
furtivat.  It  will  take  care  that  neither  party  be  surprised  or  en- 
trapped, but  it  disregards  many  obstacles  to  the  attainment  of  justice. 
It  will  receive,  as  a  ground  of  sustaining  an  injunction,  that  which 
would  be  suflicient  to  demand  its  instant  restoration.  It  will  not 
demolish  to  rebuild. 

In  the  present  case  the  plaintiff  being  sued  had  a  right  to  resist 
the  claim  of  his  vendors;  if  he  did  so  before  suit,  he  was  in  the  wrong, 
and  ought  to  be  mulcted  into  costs;  but  it  would  be  vain  to  dissolve 
the  injunction,  for  it  must  be  enforced.  Exnecios  v.  Weiss,  3,  N.  S. 
480. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
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of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  the  injunction 
reinstated,  and  the  judge  directed  to  grant  the  order  of  survey,  and 
admit  as  evidence  the  record  of  the  suit  against  the  plaintiff,  the 
defendant  and  appellee  paying  coks  in  this  court 
Wafts  and  Lobdelly  for  the  plaintiff. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


37a  SUPREME  COURT. 


EASTERN  DISTRICT,  JUNE  TERM,  1826. 


Ure  et  al  v.  Currell.     IV,  N.  S.  502. 

FOURTH  District. 

An  agent  who  acts  without  authority  fas  in  this  case,  under  a  void 
power,  so  become  by  the  dissolution  ot  the  mandant  firm,  void  at 
least  in  relation  to  those  persons  who  were  acquainted  with  that 
event)  does  not  bind  his  principal  even  though  the  act  was  done  with 
intent  to  benefit  him. 


Delassize  v.  Cenas  et  al.     IV,  N.  S.  508. 

COURT  of  Probates  of  New  Orleans. 

The  sheriff  having  received  3000  dollars  on  an  execution  which 
plaintiff  was  entitled  to,  and  the  sheriff  dying,  his  widow  and  exe- 
cutrix having  been  directed  to  pay  it  over,  by  the  court,  by  an 
ex  parte  order,  of  which  plaintiff  had  no  notice:  it  was  decided^  that 
plaintiff  was  not  bound  by  such  order,  under  such  circumstances,  and 
the  money  was  decreed  to  be  paid  to  him. 
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Donaldson  et  ah  v.  Dorsey  et  al.    IV,  N.  S.  509. 

COURT  of  Probates  of  New  Orleans. 

The  court  of  probates  has  jurisdictiou  of  all  cases  that  relate  to 
putting  into  provisional  possession  the  heirs  of  the  absentee,  but  it 
cannot  try  the  question  of  title. 


Parish  of  Orleans  v.  Kennedy.     IV,  N.  S.  51 1 . 

FIRST  District. 

The  fee  of  two  dollars,  imposed  as  a  tax  on  suits  in  the  Parish  of 
Orleans  by  act  of  1805,  ceased  to  be  demandable  after  the  act  of 
1813. 


TaUant  v.  Thompson  &  Musselman.     IV,  N.  S.  514. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

Heldy  an  affidavit  made  before  the  mayor  of  Cincinnati  does  not 
authorise  an  attachment  to  issue  on  it  in  Louisiana.  The  Code  of 
Practice,  216,  217,  confines  the  power  of  taking  affidavits  for  such 
objects  to  judges,  or  justices  of  peace  of  the  place  where  the  court  is 
held,  or  the  judge  of  any  other  place.  The  mayor  of  Cincinnati  is 
not  such  judge. 
Vol.  hi.— 32 
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Abat  V.  Bayon.     IV,  N.  S.  516. 

A  defendant  cannot  amend  hi«  answer,  so  as  to  change  the  substance  of  the  issae  joined. 
An  engagement  to  furnish  secnritj,  thjit  the  affiurs  of  a  partnorsfaip  will  be  liquidated,  is 

not  complied  with  by  giving' bond  to  pay  the  debts  of  it 
He  who  enters  on  an  office  without  proper  authority,  subjects  bioiself  to  all  the  responsi- 

bilities  of  the  situation  he  usurps,  and  cannot  claim  the  benefits  of  it 

THIRD  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  case  has  been  already  before  us,  and  was  remanded.  3  N.  S. 
644. 

The  parties  to  this  suit  were  partners,  or  rather  owners  in  common 
of  various  objects,  and  particularly  of  a  plantation  situated  in  the 
parish  of  Lafourche.  Difficuhies  arose  in  relation  to  the  division  of 
this  property,  and  they  terminated  by  a  iransactiony  according  to 
which  ii  IvaS  agreed' the  pWntbtTon  shoiiW'be  ^Id,  on*  a  credit  of  one, 
two  and  three  years.  A  public  sale  took  place  in  pursuance  of  this 
agreement,  at  which  the  petitioner  became  the  purchaset  of  the  plan- 
tation at  that  time  in  the  possessidn  of  the  defbndant,'but  which,  by 
the  terms  of  the  sale,  he  botind  himself  to  deliver  on  the  first  day  of 
January  then  next  ensuing. 

The  petition  states,  that  the  defendant  illegally  and  tortiously 
refused  to  deliver  to  the  plaintiff  the  property  which  she  had  purchased; 
and  that  since  the  period  of  his  refusal  the  buildings  and  improve- 
ments have  been  consumed  by  fire.  She  prays  for  a  recession  of  the 
sale,  and  demands  8000  dollars,  the  damages  sustained  by  her  in 
consequence  of  the  failure  of  the  defendant  to  comply  with  his  con- 
tract. 

The  defendant  pleads: 

1.  That  by  the  twenty-second  article  of  the  transaction  referred  to 
in  the  plaintiff's  petition,  the  present  cause,  if  any  exist,  ought  to  be 
inquired  into  and  decided  by  aAitltttofS;  and  that  the  defendant  has 
been  always  ready  to  answer  before  that  tribunal,  which  alone  has 
authority  in  the  premises. 

2.  That  the  matters  and  things  set  forth  in  the  petition,  have  been 
already  decided  ^gainst  the  respondent,  in  an  action  wherein  he  was 
plaintiff,  and  the  petitioner  defendant. 

3!  And  lastly,  that  all  the  allegatfons  in  the  petition  are  untrue. 

When  the  cause  returned  to  the  district  court,'the  plaintiff  moved 
and  obtained  leave  of  the  court,  to  file  a  supplemental  or  amended 
petition;  in  which  she  stated,  that  by  the  transaction  as  well  as  the 
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process  verbal  of  the  sale  referred  to  in  the  petition,  it  was  stipulated, 
that  endorsed  notes  should  !)e  given  for  the  purchase-money  of  the 
immovables  sold  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  vendors,  but  that  the  pe- 
titioner was  not  obliged  to  give  her  endorsed  notes,  because  by  other 
stipulations  in  that  transaction,  several  acts  were  to  be  done  by  the 
defendant  as  a  condition  precedent,  to  the  delivery  of  these  obligations 
on  her  part. 

This  amended  petition  was  objected  to  on  the  part  of  the  defen- 
dant, as  changing  the  nature  of  the  action;  and  in  the  points,  filed  in 
this  court,  this  change  is  stated  to  be,  that  in  the  origmal  petition  the 
sale  is  alleged  to  be  conditional,  and  by  the  amendment  it  is  stated  to 
be  unconditional. 

The  original  petition,  so  far  from  setting  out  a  conditional  sale, 
avers  an  unconditional  one.  Ilie  amendment  discloses  a  condition; 
but  avers,  that  there  were  other  conditions  to  be  performed  by  the 
defendant  antecedent  to  that  which  the  plaintiff  was  to  execute,  and 
that,  consequently,  the  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  former  to  deliver 
the  plantation,  was  complete.  This  amendment  made  no  change  in 
the  substance  of  the  action:  it  was  only  setting  out'the  facts  on  which 
the  plaintiff  had  a  right  to  consider  the  defendant's  obligation  to  de- 
liver the  plantation  complete,  at  the  time  specified  in  the  contract. 
We,  therefore,  think,  the  court  did  not  err  in  receiving  it. 

The  defendant  filed  an  amended  answer,  in  which  he  stated  that 
all  the  allegations  contained  in  the  supplemental  petition  were  untrue, 
and  that  he  had  not  neglected  or  refused  to  comply  with  the  condi- 
tions stipulated  in  the  transaction.  He  also  offered  two  pleas,  which 
were  rejected  by  the  court,  and  the  decision  which  refused  them, 
forms  the  matter  of  the  second  bill  of  exceptions.  The  first  of  these 
pleas  avers,  that  the  plaintiff  is  indebted  to  the  defendant  as  liquida- 
tor of  the  partnership  in  the  sum  of  12,000  dollars,  for  articles  by  her 
purchased  at  the  auction  of  their  property,  for  which  he  prays  judg- 
ment 

The  second  demands  judgment  for  2000  dollars,  against  the  plain- 
tiff, the  amount  of  the  penalty  stipulated  in  the  compromise  or  trans- 
action, for  the  noncompliance  with  the  conditions  therein  expressed. 

The  judge  decided  correctly,  in  refusing  permission  to. the  defen- 
dant to  file  these  pleas,  because  it  was  changing  the  substance  of  the 
issue  joined;  which  cannot  be  done  in  an  amended  ans^yer.  Code 
of  Practice,  art.  420.  The  counsel  for  the  appellant  has  contended, 
that  this  provision  of  the  Code  applies  only  to  cases  where  the  defen- 
dant seeks  to  amend  the  answer,  without  the  plaintiff  having  amend- 
ed the  petition;  but  the  words  of  the  law  embrace  all  cases,  and  we 
cannot  except  any.  As  the  plaintiff  is  prohibited  from  altering  the 
substance  of  the  action  by  an  amendment,  we  know  no  good  reason 
why  the  defendant  should  have  more  liberty  to  change  the  substance 
of  the  defence,  in  answering  that  amendment,  than  he  would  in 
adding  to  his  answer,  to  the  original  petition. 

Tlie  third  bill  of  exceptions  is  taken  to  a  decision  of  the  judge  a 
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quOy  rejecting  two  documents.  The  first  of  which  was  to  show  that 
the  defendant  had,  in  pursuance  of  the  transaction  or  compromise, 
entered  into  with  the  plaintiff,  furnished  security  for  the  liquidation 
of  the  partnership  affairs:  the  second,  to  establish  that  the  petitioner 
had  recognised  the  defendant's  capacity  as  liquidator. 

To  understand  the  force  of  this  objection,  and  the  correctness  of 
the  opinion  of  the  court,  it  is  necessary  to  recur  to  the  instrument  of 
compromise  on  which  this  suit  has  originated.  According  to  the  stip- 
ulatious  in  that  compromise,  the  land  mentioned  in  the  petition  was 
put  up  at  sale,  and  the  plaintiff  became  the  purchaser.  The  procis 
verbal,  of  the  adjudication  states,  that  the  land  was  sold  on  the  con- 
ditioh  that  the  plantation  was  to  be  delivered  on  the  first  of  January 
then  next  ensuing,  the  purchasers  specially  mortgaging  the  immov- 
ables, and  giving  their  notes  endorsed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  sellers. 
It  made  a  part  of  the  compromise  that  the  partners,  if  they  purchased 
at  the  sale,  should  not  receive  possession  of  the  property  until  they 
stated  who  were  their  endorsers,  and  such  endorst^rs  were  approved. 
The  defence  set  up  in  this  case,  is,  that  the  plaintiff  did  not  comply 
with  the  conditions  on  which  she  purchased,  and  that,  consequently, 
the  defendant  was  not  in  fault  in  not  delivering  the  plantation. 

In  opposition  to  this,  the  plaintiff  contends,  that  she  was  not 
obliged  to  give  her  notes,  because  by  the  seventh  article  of  the  com- 
promise, the  defendant  was  appointed  liquidator  of  the  succession,  on 
the  condition  that  he  should  give  a  sufficient  surety  or  mortgage  for 
the  faithful  settlement  of  the  partnership  affairs.  She  further  con- 
tends, that  before  the  time  of  delivering  the  plantation,  the  defendant 
bad  failed  in  another  obligation  imposed  on  him  by  the  compromise: 
to  furnish  her  every  three  months  a  statement  of  the  progress  he  was 
making  in  the  liquidation  of  the  partnership. 

We  think,  the  court  did  not  err  in  refusing  to  receive  the  evidence 
offered  of  the  defendant's  compliance  with  the  conditions  imposed  on 
him  by  the  compromise.  The  instrument  is  very  informal :  it  is  pay- 
able to  no  one;  and  the  surety  does  not  bind  himself  that  the  defen- 
dant will  liquidate  the  affairs  of  the  partnership,  but  that  he  will  pay 
the  debts  due;  which  was  only  a  part  of  the  obligation  imposed  on 
him. 

As  to  the  other  document  mentioned  in  this  bill  of  exceptions,  it 
was  wholly  immaterial,  and  therefore,  though  the  court  would  not 
have  erred  in  admitting  it,  the  cause  cannot  be  sent  back  because  it 
was  rejected.  It  is  stated  in  the  bill  of  exceptions,  that  the  paper 
was  offered  as  evidence  of  the  plaintiff's  admission;  the  defendant 
was  liquidator  of  the  estate.  The  amended  petition  admits  that  he 
was  appointed,  and  charges  on  him,  as  a  breach  of  duty,  that  he 
failed  to  render  her  an  account  every  three  months  as  he  was  bound 
to  do.  Any  evidence  to  a  point  admitted  by  the  pleadings  was  un- 
necessary. 

The  last  bill  of  exceptions  embraces  the  whole  merits  of  the  case. 
The  defendant  requested  the  judge  to  charge  the  jury,  that  the  obU- 
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gation  imposed  on  him  by  the  compromise  was  a  distinct  and  inde- 
pendent obligation  on  his  part  of  the  breach,  of  which  the  plaintiff 
could  take  no  advantage:  and  that  his  violation  of  the  contract,  was 
no  justification  of  her  failure  to  comply  with  the  terms  on  which  she 
had  purchased  the  land.  The  judge  refused  so  to  charge  the  jury, 
and  the  defendant  excepted. 

According  to  the  compromise,  the  defendant  was  appointed  liqui- 
dator of  the  partnership  affairs,  on  condition  that  he  furnished  security 
for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  trust.  He  also  bound  himself  to  ren- 
der every  three  months,  an  account  of  his  administration.  He  failed 
to  comply  with  these  stipulations  on  his  part,  and  consequently  had 
not  a  right  to  settle  the  affairs  of  the  firm.  His  having  in  point  of 
fact  proceeded  to  do  so,  without  complying  with  the  conditions  on 
which  the  power  was  given  to  him,  makes  his  case  worse,  and  the 
plaintiff's  stronger:  for  when  she  saw  him  not  only  failing  to  give 
the  security  which  he  had  promised  to  do,  but  also  going  on  to  col- 
lect the  moneys  due  to  the  partnership,  she  had  in  the  apprehensions, 
sach  conduct  must  necessarily  excite,  an  additional  reason  not  to  jeo- 
pardise her  interest  still  further,  and  to  insist  on  her  legal  rights.  She 
was  not  in  fault  In  not  giving  her  notes,  for  the  defendant  could  not 
have  legally  demanded  them  until  he  furnished  security.  He  is  there- 
fore responsible  for  the  consequences  of  failing  to  comply  with  an 
agreement,  which  he  commenced  violating.  The  plaintiff  did  every 
thing  that  equity  could  require  of  her,  and  more  than  in  law  she  was 
bound  to  do.  She  placed  notes  in  the  hands  of  the  parish  judge  to 
secure  the  defendant,  in  case  the  amount  she  had  purchased,  should 
on  the  settlement  appear  to  be  more  than  her  share. 

The  defendant  has  insisted,  that  the  court  erred,  in  sustaining  a 
suit  for  a  single  item  of  the  accounts  between  the  parties.  This  ac- 
tion is  not  an  account,  and  the  principle  relied  on  can  only  be  invoked 
by  those  who  are  acting  legally  under  an  appointment.  Here  ^he 
defendant  was  in  his  own  wrong:  he  h£^d  no  right  to  take  on  him 
the  liquidation  until  he  complied  with  the  condition  on  which  the 
power  was  conferred,  and  without  which  condition  it  is  evident  it 
would  not  have  been  conferred.  The  consequence  of  entering  on  an 
office  either  public  or  private,  without  proper  authority,  is,  that  he 
who  does  so,  subjects  himself  to  all  the  responsibilities  of  the  situation 
he  usurps,  and  cannot  claim  the  benefits  of  it  He  who  suffers  by  a 
wrong  doer,  may  select  one,  or  all  his  acts,  as  the  ground  of  action. 

The  first  jury  who  tried  the  cause,  assessed  the  plaintiff's  damages 
at  3000  dollars;  the  last  has  estimated  them  at  3500  dollars.  We 
think  the  proof  supports  the  verdict,  and  do  therefore  adjudge  and 
decree,  that  the  judgment  of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

ilforc/,  for  the  defendant 
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Dick  V.  Reynolds's  Heirs  et  al    IV,  N.  S.  525. 

On  1  luit  ag&init  the  toretiet  to  a  marshtTs  bond  for  fees  collected,  it  is  uo  defence  that 
the  plaintiff**!  claim  against  the  United  States  b  unimpaired. 

FIRST  District. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  plaintiff  charges  that  the  deceased  being  marshal  of  the  United 
States  (or  the  LouiSana  district,  received  from  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States  and  sundry  persons,several  sums  of  money  for  the  salary 
and  fees  of  the  plaintiff,  attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  same 
district,  which  he  never  accounted  for.  The  suit  is  insituted  on  the 
deceased's  official  bond. 

The  court  of  the  first  district  nonsuited  the  plaintiff,  being  of  opinion 
that  the  action  could  not  lie,  because  the  obligation  of  disbursing  the 
public  money  was  contracted  with  the  United  States,  and  they  alone 
can  avail  themselves  of  any  breach  of  the  condition  of  the  marshal's 
bond,  in  relation  to  such  disbursements.    The  plaintiff  appealed. 

It  is  clear  that  if  the  deceased,  as  marshal,  received  the  salary  of 
the  plaintiff  from  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  the  fees  due 
him  from  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  the  United  States,  the  defendants 
did  him  an  injury  by  retaining  the  money,  and  this  injury  was  a 
breach  of  the  condition  of  his  bond. 

As  to  the  deceased  this  obligation,  though  enforced  by  the  bond, 
arises  independently  from  it,  from  the  very  circumstance  of  his  re- 
ceiving the  plaintiff's  money,  which  created  an  obligation  to  pay  it, 
and  on  this  the  law  raises  a  promise. 

As  to  the  sureties,  their  obligation  is  said  to  arise  from  a  written 
engagement  to  which  the  plaintiff  is  not  a  party,  and  that  the  parties 
alone  undergo  the  obligations,  and  acquire  the  rights  resulting  from 
a  contract  But  this  court  have  recognised  in  the  case  of  the  Mayor 
et  al  V.  Bailey,  5  Mar  tin  j  321,  that  one  may  have  a  direct  action, 
on  a  stipulation  in  his  favor,  on  a  deed  to  which  he  is  not  a  party, 
and  that  the  congress  of  the  United  States  has  given  the  right  of 
suing  on  the  bond  to  any  person  injured  by  a  breach  of  its  condition. 
Ingersoll,  117. 

It  is  vain  to  contend  that  the  deceased  has  not  impaired  the  plain- 
tiff's right  to  demand  his  salary  from  the  United  States.  This  is 
certainly  true;  but  one  has  often  several  remedies  at  once  existing 
on  the  same  right,  and  he  may  exercise  either. 

They  further  urge,  that  at  the  time  the  original  law  was  passed, 
which  requires  the  marshal  to  find  bond,  it  was  not  that  officer's 
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duly  to  receive  and  pay  the  salaries  of  the  attorney;  bnt  the  fact  is, 
that  the  latter  law  making  that  his  duty,  was  passed  before  the  bond 
sued  on  was  given.  It,  therefore,  was  given  as  a  surety  for  the 
faithful  payment  of  such  moneys  thereafter  received,  and,  the  nonpay- 
ment of  them  was  a  breach  of  its  condition. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed ;  the  nonsuit 
set  aside,  and  the  case  remanded  for  further  proceedings,  the  defen- 
dants and  appellees  paying  costs  in  this  court. 

Smithy  for  the  plaintiff. 

Grymta  and  Conrad^  for  the  defendants. 


Bedford,  Breedlove  &  Robeson  t?.  Jacobs. 
IV,  N.  S.  628. 

The  acts  of  i  party  are  g^ood  evidence  when  they  make  a  part  of  the  resgesta, 
A  new  trial  may  be  moved  for,  three  days  after  judgment  it  pronoanccd,  though  the 
caoae  has  been  tried  by  a  jury* 

FIRST  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  contest  between  the  parties  to  this  suit  has  grown  out  of  a 
Sale  of  tobacco,  made  by  the  plaintiffs  to  the  defendant.  The  receipt 
of  the  property  is  not  denied,  but  the  price  is  disputed. 

There  are  several  bills  of  exceptions  on  the  record:  the  first  was 
taken  to  the  opinion  of  the  judge  a  quo,  permitting  the  plaintiffs,  who 
are  commission  merchants,  to  prove  by  a  witness  the  amount  which 
they  had  paid  to  their  principals,  the  same  day,  or  the  day  following, 
the  sale  to  the  defendant. 

We  think  the  judge  did  not  err  in  receiving  the  testimony.  The 
declarations  of  the  parties  to  a  suit,  when  they  made  a  part  of  the 
rea  gestOyare  good  evidence;  and  acts  so  unequivocal  as  this,  are 
still  less  liable  to  objection.  Where  witnesses  are  not  present  to  a 
contract,  the  real  meaning  and  intention  of  the  parties  must  be  gathered 
from  circumstances  attending  the  transaction.  Thus  the  conduct  of 
tile  defendant,  when  he  received  the  bill  of  parcels,  was  properly 
given  in  evidence.    The  weight  to  which  such  proof  is  entitled  is  a 
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quite  different  question;  but  the  judge  did  right  to  let  it  go  to  the 
jury  for  what  it  was  worth.  Phillips  on  Evidence,  218;  Evanses 
Foihiery  vol.  2,  285. 

The  second  bill  of  exceptions  slates,  that  the  defendant  offered  to 
prove  that  he  bought  the  tobacco  as  broker,  and  not  on  his  own 
account;  that  this  proof  was  objected  to,  unless  it  was  first  proved, 
that  the  names  of  the  principals,  if  any  there  were,  were  commuoicated 
to  the  plaintiff,  and  that  the  judge  sustained  the  objection. 

The  ground  assumed,  as  the  basis  of  this  objection,  is  certainly 
correct.  An  agent  cannot  discharge  himself  from  responsibility,  on 
the  ground  that  he  acted  for  another,  in  making  the  contract,  unless 
he  shows  that  he  communicated  to  the  party,  with  whom  he  contracts, 
his  situation  as  agent,  and  that  he  acted  so  as  to  give  a  remedy  over 
against  his  principal.  But  this  principle  of  law  was  applied  too 
rigidly,  when  the  defendant  was  told  he  must  make  that  proof  in  a 
particular  way.  Two  things  were  necessary  to  be  established;  the 
declaration  that  the  defendant  acted  as  agent,  and  the  names  of  those 
for  whom  he  acted.  Now  the  proof  of  one  of  these  facts  must 
necessarily  have  preceded  the  other;  and  the  most  natural  order  in 
which  they  could  have  been  presented  to  the  court  was,  to  show,  in 
the  first  instance,  that  the  defendant  acted  for  others;  and  next,  that 
he  conmiunicated  the  names  of  his  principals.  If,  after  establishing 
the  first,  he  had  failed  to  make  out  the.  second,  his  case  would  have 
been  the  common  one  of  a  party  in  court  not  being  able  to  prove  his 
whole  case;  but  there  was  no  obligation  on  hijn  to  first  give  in 
evidence  the  names  of  his  principals.  If  he  had  commenced  witk 
that  proof,  it  might  have  been  objected  with  the  same  force,  that  he 
should  first  show  that  he  communicated  to  the  plaintiffs,  he  was 
acting  as  broker. 

But  though  we  are  satisfied  the  judge  erred  in  prescribing  to  the 
defendant  the  order  in  which  he  should  introduce  the  testimony,  the 
question  recurs  whether  the  cause  ought  to  be  remanded.  It  is  clear 
that  the  defendant  sustained  no  injury  by  the  opinion  of  the  court. 
If  he  had  proof  that  he  communicated  the  names  of  his  principals, 
he  could,  under  the  decision  made,  have  offered  it,  and  it  would  have 
been  of  as  much  service  in  that  way,  as  if  given  after  he  showed  that 
he  acted  as  agent  The  whole  dispute  in  the  court  below,  on  this 
point,  appears  to  have  been  one  of  form;  and  it  adds  another  to  the 
many  examples  we  have,  of  the  zeal  of  parties,  or  their  counsel,  at 
the  trial  of  a  cause,  raising  questions  which  are  of  no  importance,  and 
burdening  the  record  with  matters  that  embarrass  the  investigation 
of  the  points  on  which  the  case  really  turns. 

The  jury  found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiffs,  and  the  defendant  moved 
for  a  new  trial.  The  court  refused  to  permit  the  motion  to  be  filed, 
because  the  same  had  not  been  made  within  three  days  after  the 
verdict  was  rendered. 

'  The  correctness  of  this  opinion  depends  on  a  correct  interpretation 
of  the  rules  in  our  Code  of  Practice,  on  the  subject  of  new  trials. 
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The  54l8t  article  provides,  that  "when  a  cause  has  been  tried  by  a 
jury,  and  such  jury  have  given  a  general  verdict,  the  court  must  give 
jud[gment  pursuant  to  the  same  within  three  days  from  the  time  such 
verdict  has  been  entered  on  the  records,  unless  a  new  trial  has  been 
granted."  The  558th  article  states,  "that  the  party  who  believes 
himself  aggrieved  by  the  judgment  given  against  him,  may,  within 
three  judicial  days  after  such  judgment  has  been  rendered,  pray  for 
a  new  trial,  &c."  And  the  546th  article  declares,  that  "the  judge 
must  sign  all  definitive  or  final  judgments  rendered  by  him;  but  he 
shall  not  do  so  until  three  judicial  days  have  elapsed,  to  be  computed 
from  the  day  when  such  judgments  were  given.'' 

These  provisions  contemplate  judgments  rendered  by  the  court  on 
a  verdict;  and  judgments  given  by  the  court,  without  the  assistance 
of  the  jury.  In  both  cases  the  court  must  pronounce  judgment  three 
days  before  it  is  signed.  But  in  regard  to  new  trials,  they  seem  to 
be  distmguished.  In  cases  where  the  court  hears  the  testimony  and 
decides  the  facts,  the  party  cast  cannot  move  for  a  new  trial  until  the 
court  pronounces  its  judgment,  and  that  motion  must  be  made  within 
three  days.  Where  the  jury  decide  the  fact,  the  article  first  cited 
recognises  the  right  to  move  for  a  new  trial  before  judgment  is  pro- 
nounced; and  that  judgment  must  be  given  within  three  days.  But 
both  judgments  are  subject  to  the  rule  contained  in  the  546th  article; 
that  is,  they  must  be  pronounced. three  days  before  they  are  signed. 
The  question  is,  whether  the  recognition  of  the  right  to  move  for  a 
new  trial  after  verdict,  and  before  judgment,  takes  the  case  out  of 
the  general  provision,  tiiat  the  party  aggrieved  has  three  judicial  days 
after  judgment  is  rendered  to  move  for  a  new  trial.  We  think  it 
does  not.  The  words  of  the  law,  authorising  an  application  for  a 
new  trial  at  any  time  within  three  days  after  judgment,  embrace 
judgments  rendered  on  verdicts,  as  well  as  those  given  by  the  court 
alone.  The  argument  ab  inconvenienti  is  not  so  strong,  as  to  autho- 
rise this  tribunal  to  make  an  exception,  where  the  law  has  made 
none.  It  is  true,  that,  as  the  court  must  give  judgment  in  conformity 
with  the  verdict,  it  would  seem  almost  useless  to  give  the  party  a 
right  to  move  for  a  new  trial,  when  he  did  not  solicit  it  after  the 
verdict  But  there  may  be  cases  where  the  judgment  of  the  court 
does  not  follow  the  verdict,  and  it  may  have  been  for  such  cases, 
this  privilege  was  allowed.  The  instance  before  us  is  one  of  them: 
the  verdict  finds  a  certain  sum,  and  on  the  amount  found  to  be  due, 
the  court  has  added  interest.  The  alleged  error  in  doing  so,  is  one 
of  the  grounds  laid  for  a  new  trial. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  and  that  this 
'cause  be  remanded  to  the  district  court,  with  directions  not  to  refuse 
hearing  the  motion  for  a  new  trial  because  It  was  not  made  within 
three  days  after  verdict;  and  it  is  further  ordered,  adjudged  and 
decreed,  that  the  appellee  pay  the  costs  of  this  appeal. 

M' Caleb  Jor  the  plaintiff. 

WhitteUej/j  for  the  defendant. 
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Taylor  v.  Hollander.    IV,  N.  S.  535. 

When  an  ezeoator  has  become  insolvent,  the  coart  of  probates  retains  jarisdiction  of 
action  against  him  for  property  in  his  hands  belonging  to  the  estate.  AlUer  where 
judgment  is  demanded  for  a  sum  of  money. 

COURT  of  Probates  of  New  Orleans. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 
This  cause  presents  two  questions. 

1.  Whether  a  creditor  who  is  not  put  on  the  bilan  of  an  insolvent, 
can  bring  a  separate  suit  against  him  before  the  proceedings  are 
homologated. 

2.  Whether  the  executor  of  an  estate,  who  becomes  insolvent,  is 
suable  before  the  court  of  probates,  or  that  where  the  concurso  is 
pending. 

I.  The  creditor  who  is  not  put  on  the  bilan  may  bring  a  separate 
suit,  because  he  is  not  a  parly  to  the  proceedings,  and  is  presumed  to 
be  ignorant  of  them;  but  as  soon  as  he  is  informed  by  the  aiiswer, 
that  the  concurso  is  formed,  the  cause  must  be  transferred  to  the 
court  where  that  action  is  pending,  and  be  cumulated  with  it.  The 
neglect  of  the  debtor  to  insert  the  creditor's  name  in  the  bilan,  may 
be  cured  at  any  time  before  the  tableau  of  distribution  is  homologated. 
The  law  has  conceived  it  a  less  inconvenience  that  the  creditor  should 
be  deprived  of  the  right  of  voting  for  syndics,  than  that  separate  suits 
should  be  carried  on  at  the  instance  of  particular  creditors.     Salgado. 

II.  The  court  of  probates  has  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  suits  brought 
by  minors  against  executors  for  the  settlement  of  their  accounts,  and 
the  payment  of  the  sums  which  may  be  due  on  that  settlement.  But 
the  law  provides  that  when  an  insolvent  has  filed  his  bilan  and 
obtained  an  order  for  a  stay  of  proceedings,  all  actions  must  be 
cumulated  before  the  tribunal  where  the  suit  m  concurso  has  com- 
menced. To  reconcile  these  apparent  contradictions,  it  is  necessary 
to  distinguish.  The  rule  that  all  suits  should  be  cumulated  before 
one  tribunal,  must  be  understood  where  the  insolvent  is  sued  in  his 
own  right,  and  not  as  the  representative  of  others.  Where  the  object 
of  the  action  is  to  make  him  account  in  his  capacity  of  tutor,  curator, 
or  executor,  and  hand  over  property  existing  in  kind  which  belongs 
to  those  he  represents,  Jhere  the  probate  court  does  not  lose  irs  juris- 
diction. The  judgment  cannot  affect  the  creditors,  for  the  property  in 
his  hands  belonging  to  others,  did  not,  nor  could  not,  make  a  part  of 
that  ceded.  It  is,  therefore,  not  necessary  it  should  be  carried  con- 
tradictorily with  those  who  have  claims  against  him  in  his  own  right. 
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There  is  some  difficulty  in  applying  these  principles  to  this  case. 
The  plaintiff  prays  that  the  defendant  may  render  his  account  as 
Executor,  and  deliver  up  certain  notes  and  obligations  belonging  to 
the  estate.  Of  this  claim  we  think  the  court  of  probates  retained 
jurisdiction,  notwithstanding  the  suit  in  concurso;  the  petition, 
however,  goes  further,  and  prays  for  judgment  against  the  defendant 
for  a  sum  of  money.  Of  that  claim,  the  court  of  probates  after  the 
failure  of  the  executor,  could  not  take  cognisance;  it  could  not  after 
that  event  give  judgment  against  him  in  his  own  right.  Such  de- 
mands must  be  settled  contradictorily,  with  the  other  creditors  in  the 
court  where  the  proceedings  for  insolvency  are  carried  on.  But  the 
joininjg  this  demand  to  the  others  in  the  petition,  did  not  take  from 
the  court  of  probates  the  right  of  adjudicating  on  the  other  matters 
therein  contained,  of  which  it  had  jurisdiction;  it  should  have  pro- 
ceeded with  the  cause  and  decided  on  those  parts  of  the  petition  of 
which  it  could  take  cognisanccyand  rejected  the  rest:  it  consequently 
erred  in  sending  the  case  before  the  district  court. 

It  is,  thetefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
cff  the  cotirt  of  probates  be  annulled,  and  reversed;  and  that  the  cause 
be  thereto  remanded,  to  be  proceeded  in  accordipg  to  law,  the  appel 
lee  paying  the  costs  of  this  appeal. 

Henneriy  for  the  plaintiff. 

Pierce^  for  the  defendant. 


Marbtirg  r.  Oanfield.     IV,  N.  S.  539. 


Ab  interest  in  the  eycnt  of  tbp  sujt,  alone  renders  a  witness  incompetent 
A  note  received  for  a  jirecedent  debt,  operates  a  novation,  if  after  receiving  it,  due  dili. 
gancc  is  not  used  to  collect  it,  and  notify  the  endorser. 

FIRST  District       . . 

'  'Mathbws,  «L,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  suit  is  brought  to  recover  from  the  defendant  the  sum  of  387 
dollars  60  cents,  which  is  alleged  by  the  plaiqliff  to  be  due  to  him  on 
account  of  cotton  sold  for  his  benefit  by  said  defendant. 

The  answer  contains  a  plea  in  compensation,  founded  on  a  pay- 
ment made  by  the  defendant,  of  debts  due  by  the  plaintiff  to  other 
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persons,  as  being  properly  chargeable  in  account  against  the  latter. 
After  hearing  the  evidence  oflFered  by  both  parties,  in  the  court  below, 
which  was  received  in  opposition  to  several  bills  of  exception,  the 
judge  gave  final  judgment  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff,  from  which  the 
defendant  appealed. 

The  contest  between  the  parties  arises  out  of  a  bill  of  exchange 
drawn  by  the  plaintiff  in  favor  of  Canfield  &  Hill,  on  Stackhouse,  who 
accepted  it,  and  made  several  payments  to  the  holder,  Gascoign,  who 
held  it  by  regular  endorsement  from  the  payees.  In  the  present  suit, 
the  acceptor  was  offered,  and  received  as  a  competent  witness  on  the 
part  of  the  plaintiff,  to  prove  full  payment  of  said  bill;  and  to  this 
testimony  a  bill  of  exceptions  was  taken  by  the  defendant,  which, 
according  to  the  examination  we  have  made  of  the  case,  is  the  only 
exception  that  requires  investigation.  The  objection  to  the  compe- 
tency of  the  witness,  is  founded  on  alleged  interest,  in  consequence  of 
his  obligation  to  pay  as  acceptor.  In  relation  to  the  competency 
or  incompetency  of  witnesses,  on  the  ground  of  interest,  the  most 
approved  rules  on  the  subject  seem  to  exclude  such  persons  only^ 
^as  are  directly  interested  in  the  event  of  the  suit,  and  are  called  on 
to  support  that  interest;  or  where  the  verdict  and  judgment,  to  obtain 
which  their  testimony  is  offered,  would  be  admissible  evidence  in 
their  favor  in  another  suit.  The  judgment  in  the  present  case,  does 
not  necessarily  affect  the  interest  of  Stackhouse,  the  witness.  If  the 
defendant  be  defeated  in  his  plea  of  compensation  against  the  plain- 
tiff, the  witness  is  still  liable  to  him  on  his  acceptance,  which  liability 
will  not  be  affected  by  the  judgment  in  the  present  case:  if,  on  the 
contrary,  the  defendant  succeeds  in  maintaining  his  right  to  compen- 
sation, then  the  witness  remains  under  his  former  obligations  to  the 
drawer  of  the  bill,  and  no  more.  See  Chitty  on  Bills,  p.  528,  Am. 
edit.  1821;  and  Phillips's  Evidence,  p.  44. 

We  are,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  the  judge  a  quo  did  not  err  in 
allowing  Stackhouse  to  testify  in  the  present  suit:  his  testimony 
proves  pajrment  in  full  of  the  bill  of  exchange,  made  in  various  man- 
ners and  at  different  times.  The  truth  and  reality  of  this  payment  is 
not  disputed,  except  as  to  one  item,  which  the  witness  states  was 
made  on  a  note  of  one  Carroway,  payable  at  the  bank  in  Woodville, 
and  was  received  as  payment  by  the  holder  of  the  bill,  Grascoign. 

The  weight  of  evidence,  as  it  appears  on  the  record,  is,  perhaps, 
opposed  to  the  truth  of  the  assertion,  that  Carroway's  note  was 
received  as  actual  payment,  and  operated  inmiediately  a  dischai^ 
of  the  bill  pro  tanto;  but,  the  whole  testimony  taken  together,  shows 
clearly  that  such  a  note  was  received  by  H.  Jackson  &  Co.  as  agents 
of  Gascoign,  to  be  collected,  and  the  proceeds  appropriated  to  the  pay- 
ment of  Stackhouse's  acceptance.  It  is  also  equally  dear,  from  the 
evidence,  that  the  agents  of  the  holder  of  the  bill  were  guilty  of  great 
laches,  or  gross  negligence,  in  not  using  the  proper  means  to  collect 
said  note,  and  giving  due  notice  to  the  endorser  thereon,  who  was 
Stackhouse,  the  acceptor  of  the  bill  held  by  Gascoign,  to  whom  he 
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intended  that  said  note  should  effect  a  payment.  This  negligence  of 
Jackson  &  Co.  must  be  imputed  to  their  principal,  the  holder  of  the 
bill.  Although,  probably  the  note  was  not  in  the  first  instance 
received  as  a  payment,  yet  the  laches  of  the  holder  has  made  them 
responsible  to  the  payee  and  endorser  for  the  amount;  and  it  must 
now  be  considered  as  so  much  paid  on  the  bill,  which  it  was  intended 
to  pay.  The  principles  herein  recognised,  are  the  same  as  those  on 
which  the  case  of  Penn  v.  Poumeirat  was  decided.    2  N.  S.  541. 

From  this  view  of  the  case,  it  is  readily  seen,  that  there  is  no  neces- 
sity to  examine  any  other  points  made  in  the  cause. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  aflSrmed,  with  costs. 

Fresionj  for  the  plaintiflF. 

Hoffman,  for  the  defendant. 


Berthoud  v.  Barbaroux.     IV,  N.  S.  543. 

Agreements  ore  to  be  constraed  according  to  the  intention  of  the  parties. 

Parol  eWdence  may  be  given  of  the  payment  of  a  note  of  defendants,  without  producing  it. 

FIRST  District. 

PoRTEB,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  petitioner  states,  that  at  the  request  of  the  defendant  and  one 
Eugene  Sheridan,  he  endorsed  two  notes  of  Sheridan  for  1850  dollars 
each,  which  were  delivered  to  a  certain  James  Wood:  that  in  conse- 
quence of  this  endorsement,  they  jointly  covenanted  with  the  petition- 
er that  they  would  cause  the  money  due  on  these  notes  to  be  paid  to 
Wood  or  his  assigns;  that  they  would  at  all  times  save  the  petitioner 
harmless,  in  consequence  of  his  endorsements;  and,  that  they  would 
constantly  keep  a  certain  steamboat,  called  the  'Superior,  which  they 
had  conveyed  to  the  petitioner,  insured  against  all  risks,  or  in  default 
thereof,  it  might  be  lawful  for  him  to  insure  her  at  their  expense. 

The  petition  avers,  that  neither  Sheridan,  nor  the  defendant  has 

complied  with  his  agreement;  that  the  plaintiff  has  paid  the  insurance 

of  the  boat,  and  that  they  have  neglected  to  pay  the  notes,  although 

they  are  long  since  due;  and  that  the  petitioner  has  been  called  on  to 

Vol.  III.— 33 
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pay  the  same.  It  concludes  by  praying  an  attachment  against  the 
property  of  Barbarouz,  and  judgment  against  him  for  the  sum  of 
3S53  dollars,  15  cents. 

The  answer  of  the  defendant  places  the  defence  on  several 
grounds. 

1.  That  the  plaintiff  has  paid  nothing  to  Wood,  and  that  the  latter 
through  negligence  has  lost  recourse  on  the  former. 

2.  That  the  petitioner  took  a  mortgage  on  the  steamboat  Superior, 
and  must  exercise  his  right  on  it  before  he  can  have  recourse  on  the 
defendant. 

3.  That  by  the  laws  of  Kentucky,  where  the  contract  was  entered 
into,  the  holders  of  the  notes  mentioned  in  the  plaintiff's  petition, 
cannot  resort  to  the  plaintiff  and  endorser,  until  they  have  prosecuted 
the  maker,  Sheridan,  with  due  diligence,  to  insolvency. 

4.  That  th«  plaintiff,  and  the  assignees  of  the  endorsee,  Wood,  are 
colluding  together  to  cause  the  security  the  defendant  has  given,  to 
inure  to  the  benefit  of  the  assignees  of  Wood. 

5.  That  the  plaintiff  has  now  property  in  his  hands  belonging  to 
Sheridan,  the  maker  of  the  notes,  and  that  this  property  must  be  dis- 
cussed before  judgment  can  be  had  against  the  defendant 

The  plaintiff  filed  a  supplemental  petition,  in  which  he  stated,  that 
at  the  commencement  of  the  suit,  he  had  paid  one  of  the  notes  men- 
tioned in  the  petition,  and  that  since  the  institution  of  the  action  he 
had  paid  the  other. 

The  defendant  answered  this  new  allegation,  by  denying  the  truth 
of  it;  and  further,  alleging  that  the  plaintiff  had  received  from  the 
steamboat  Superior  on  account  of  Sheridan,  upwards  of  2000  doUats, 
which  more  than  pays  the  money  advanced  by  him  on  account  of 
insurance. 

The  court  below  gave  judgment  against  the  defendant  for  the  sum 
paid  by  the  plaintiff  for  insurance,  and  his  commission  thereon;  but 
rejected  the  demand  on  account  of  the  notes.  The  defendent  ap- 
pealed, and  the  plaintiff  in  this  court  has  prayed,  that  the  judgment 
should  be  amended,  so  as  to  embrace  the  whole  amount  claimed  in 
the  petition. 

The  first  question  is  in  respect  to  the  correctness  of  that  part  of  the 
judgment  of  which  the  plaintiff  complains,  and  in  this  we  are  of 
opinion,  the  judge  below  has  not  erred.  The  words  of  the  covenant 
are,  that  the  defendant  (and  Sheridan)  will  cause  ^^  the  said  several 
sums  of  monev  due  and  payable  by  the  said  notes,  to  be  paid  to  the 
9aid  Wood  or  nis  assigns,  according  to  the  tenor  and  effect  of  the  said 
notes,  and  that  they  will  at  all  times  save  the  said  Berthoud  harmless 
from  all  damages,  costs  and  charges,  which  he  may  sustain  in  conse- 
quence of  his  endorsements  made  as  aforesaid.'' 

According  to  the  laws  of  the  country  where  this  covenant  was 
made,  as  in  our  own,  covenants  or  agreements  are  to  be  construed 
according  to  the  intention  of  the  parties  as  collected  from  the  whole 
context  of  the  instrument,  ex  antecedentibus  ei  consequentibus. 
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The  whole  of  this  contract,  taken  together,  leaves  no  doubt  oft  our 
minds,  that  the  understanding  of  the  parties  was,  that  Berthoud 
should  not  have  a  right  to  call  on  the  defendant  and  his  co-obligor 
until  he  paid  the  notes.  The  nonpayment  to  Wood,  could  not  give 
an  action,  unless  the  plaintiff  was  injured  by  it;  and  non  constat  that 
he  was,  for  the  holders  of  the  notes  may  hd.ve  failed  to  give  him 
notice  as  endorser.  To  permit  him  to  recover  now,  might  be  autho- 
rising him  to  recover  a  sum  of  money,  which  he  may  never  be 
obliged  to  pay.  See  the  case  of  Browning  v.  White,  2  Bosanquet 
and  Puller,  IS. 

On  the  trial,  a  bill  of  exceptions  was  taken,  which  embraces  the 
objections  made:  first,  to  a  record  bffered  in  evidence  on  the  part  of 
the  plaintiff:  and  secondly,  to  parol  testimony,  to  establish  the  payment 
of  the  insurance. 

The  record  wais  that  of  a  suit  of  Barle  &Maurin  against  Sheridan, 
owner  of  the  steamboat  Superior,  for  supplies  and  necessaries  fur- 
nished to  this  boat,  and  was  the  best  evidence  that  could  have  been 
offered  to  show  a  breach  of  that  part  of  the  covenant  by  which 
Sheridan  and  the  defendant  agreed,  that  they  would  pay  all  charges 
against  said  boat,  in  such  a  manner  that  no  other  liens  should  attach 
on  her. 

The  objection  taken  to  the  evidence  of  the  witness  to  prove  pay- 
ment, admits  there  was  a  note  given,  and  presents  the  very  same 
question  as  that  decided  iU  Spraggins  v.  White.  It  is  impossible  for 
us  to  say,  that  the  production  of  the  note  would  be  better  evidence 
than  the  testimony  of  the  witness,  for  we  are  not  informed  that  the 
insurance  company  gave  a  receipt  on  it;  and  the  note  itself^  without 
the  receipt,  would  not  be  evidence  against  the  defendant.  See  3 
N,  S.  663,  and  the  authorities  there  cited. 

On  the  merits,  it  is  contended  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  that 
there  is  proof  on  the  record  that  the  plaintiff  has  been  paid  the 
amount  advanced  by  him  for  the  insurance  of  the  boat.  This  proof 
is  said  to  be  contained  in  the  record  of  the  suit  of  Sheridan  t^.  His 
Creditors,  introduced  by  the  plaintiff  in  evidence;  which  record  con- 
tains the  schedule  of  Sheridan's  affairs,  and  makes  no  mention  of  his 
being  indebted  to  Berthoud.  We  think  too  much  weight  is  attempted 
to  be  given  to  this  proof.  It  may  have  been  omitted  through  error, 
or  he  may  have  made  arrangements  with  the  defendant  to  pay  it:  at 
all  events,  the  presumption  created  by  the  silence  of  Sheridan,  cannot 
be  allowed  to  destroy  the  positive  evidence  furnished,  of  the  existence 
of  the  debt,  by  the  other  proof  adduced.  It  by  no  means  follows, 
that,  though  the  plaintiff  should  admit,  Sheridan  considered  himself 
discharged,  that  therefore  the  defendant  does  not  owe.  "^ 

But,  the  point  most  relied  on  by  the  defendant,  and  which  was 
most  pressed  on  us  by  his  counsel,  was  an  alleged  payment  to  the 
plaintiff  arising  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  steamboat 
Superior.  The  facts,  as  they  appear  in  evidence  on  this  point  are, 
that  the  boat  was  attached  here  at  the  suit  of  Barle  &  Maurin,  for 
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sundries  advanced  her;  that  under  the  judgment  rendered  in  that 
suit  she  was  sold,  and  bought  in  bjr  an  agent  of  the  plaintiffs,  who 
re-sold  her  a  few  days  after  for  an  advance  of  1300  dollars. 

The  defendant  claims  the  benefit  of  this  sale,  on  the  evidence  of 
the  agent.  But  the  whole  of  this  evidence  amounts  to  nothing  more 
than  a  belief  of  the  agent,  that  the  plaintiff  will  allow  the  defendant 
the  benefit  of  the  advances  made  on  the  sale.  He  swears  such  was 
his  intention  in  making  the  purchase,  though  he  did  not  act  under 
any  particular  instructions  from  the  plaintiff;  nor  has  he  received 
any  communication  since  the  boat  was  re-sold,  which  will  authorise 
him  to  say  that  Berthoud  will  allow  this  sum  as  a  credit  to  defendant. 
The  witness  judges  so  from  his  general  character;  he  does  not  believe 
the  plaintiff  had  any  other  intention. 

With  the  judge  below,  we  are  of  opinion  that  no  legal  obligation 
arises  out  of  this  transaction  which  a  court  of  justice  can  carry  into 
effect  We  set  here  to  enforce  legal,  not  moral  obligations.  Putting 
the  case  in  the  point  of  view  most  favorable  to  the  defendant,  namely, 
that  the  plaintiff  was  informed  of  the  intention  with  which  his  agent 
bought,  though  of  that  there  is  no  evidence,  it  amounts  to  nothing 
more  than  intention;  and  that  intention  may  at  anytime  be  revoked, 
nor  can  any  one  claim  the  benefit  of  it.  If  indeed  the  defendant  had 
suffered  any  injury,  in  consequence  of  the  agent's  purchasing  with 
this  declared  object,  another  question  might  have  arisen;  but  no  such 
thing  has  been  shown.  On  the  contrary,  the  agent  states  he  had  no 
communication  with  any  person  except  the  plaintiff's  attorney,  and 
the  person  to  whom  he  re-sold  her.  Under  the  principle  by  which 
the  credit  for  this  money  is  claimed;  every  thought  of  generosity  or 
liberality,  which  passed  through  a  man's  mind,  might  be  drawn  from 
him  by  interrogatories,  and  converted  into  legal  obligations. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

JVhittelseyy  for  the  plaintiff. 

Preston,  for  the  defendant. 
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Pluker  V.  Turner.    IV,  N.  S.  551. 

An  obligation  to  A,  which  B  the  obligor  promises  to  settle  with  C,  is  not  discharged  by 
showing,  in  a  suit  by  A  against  B,  that  C  is  indebted  to  the  latter. 

THIRD  District 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  suit  is  brought  on  a  promissory  note  made  by  the  defendant 
to  the  plaintiff,  which  appears  to  contain  double,  or  alternative  stipu- 
lations. As  the  peculiarity  of  its  expressions  creates  the  whole  dif- 
ficulty in  deciding  the  cause,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  state  them  at 
length.    They  are  as  follows: 

"Jackson,  17th  October,  1821.  I  promise  to  pay  David  Fluker 
five  hundred  dollars,  value  received,  on  settlement  of  accounts;  which 
I  will  settle  with  the  representatives  of  Joseph  Fletcher,  deceased,  at 
any  time. 

(Signed)  J.  Turner.'' 

The  present  suit  was  commenced  on  the  22d  of  AprD,  1825,  and 
final  judgment  rendered  in  January,  1826,  on  a  verdict  in  favor  of 
the  defendant,  from  which  the  plaintiff  appealed. 

Tlie  answer  to  the  action  contains  two  grounds  of  defence: 

1.  To  the  plaintiff's  right  to  sue;  which  is  denied  by  the  defendant, 
alleging  that  the  note,  taken  entire,  contains  no  promise  to  the  former, 
but  is  simply  an  undertaking  to  pay  for  him,  to  Fletcher's  represen- 
tatives, the  amount  specified,  which  the  defendant  states  he  has 
always  been  ready  to  do  if  required. 

2.  That  he  still  is  ready  to  settle  with  the  representatives  of  Fletcher, 
who  owe  him  more  than  the  sum  promised  in  said  note,  which  is 
thereby  compensated. 

The  instrument  on  which  this  suit  is  based,  acknowledges  a  debt 
due  from  the  defendant  to  the  plaintiff,  and  contains  a  promise  to  pay 
the  amount  to  the  latter,  by  settling  it  with  other  persons,  to  whom 
he  appears,  from  the  evidence  of  the  case,  to  have  been  at  that  time 
indebted.  It  contains  two  stipulations:  first,  to  pay  the  sum  therein 
mentioned  to  the  promisee;  secondly,  to  pay  or  settle  the  amount  with 
Fletcher's  representatives.  The  obligation  arising  out  of  the  first  of 
these  stipulations  might  fairly  have  been  dissolved  by  a  fulfilment  of 
the  latter,  and  those  to  whom  the  promissor  bound  himself  to  settle, 
fldight,  in  a  reasonable  time,  have  legally  claimed  the  benefit  of  the 
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Stipulation  made  in  their  favor.  They,  however,  seem  never  to  have 
accepted  or  claimed  the  benefit  of  that  stipulation;  nor  does  it  appear 
that  the  defendant  did,  in  the  course  of  nearly  four  years,  ever  attempt 
to  make  with  them  any  settlement  which  would  discharge  the  plaintiff 
from  his  obligation  to  pay  to  them,  as  their  debtor,  the  sum  specified 
in  the  promise  of  the  former. 

The  question  most  difficult  of  solution  in  the  cause  is  that  created 
by  the  part  of  the  answer  which  insists,  that  before  any  right  of 
action  accrues  to  the  appellant,  he  ought  to  have  required  the  appellee 
to  comply  with  his  promise,  made  in  favor  of  the  third  persons;  and 
that  until  such  requisition  on  him  he  is  not  in  delay,  {mora.) 

The  promise  being  made  in  writing,  and  delivered  to  Fluker  (pro- 
bably out  of  the  presence  and  not  within  the  knowledge  of  Fletcher's 
representatives)  for  whose  benefit  it  contained  a  stipulation,  it  is  con- 
tended that  until  they  have  an  opportunity  afford^  them  of  accept- 
ing or  rejecting  said  stipulation,  by  being  informed  of  its  existence, 
the  obligation  to  pay  the  plaintiff  is  dormant,  and  can  only  be  awa- 
kened by  a  rejection  of  the  benefit  promised  to  the  third  persons. 

We  are,  however,  of  opinion  that  the  primary  and  substantial 
obligation  is,  to  pay  a  debt  acknowledged  to  be  due  to  the  appellant, 
and  that  the  promise  to  settle  with  others  is  only  a  privilege  granted 
to  the  promissor,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  such  payment  might 
have  been  made.  There  is  Ho  expression  in  the  instrument  which 
seems  to  require  that  the  defendant  should  have  been  quickened  in 
his  undertaking,  to  pay  or  settle  with  the  representatives  of  Fletcher, 
by  any  request  of  the  plaintiff  to  that  effect.  It  is  true  the  time 
within  which  he  bound  himself  to  make  the  settlement  was  left 
indefinite,  but  to  give  effect  to  the  obligation,  it  ought  to  be  limited 
to  a  reasonable  time;  and  three  and  a  half  years  were  certainly 
abundant;  which  space  elapsed  between  the  period  at  which  the  note 
was  made,  and  the  inception  of  this  suit. 

The  record  is  burthened  with  much  irrelevant  testimony,  and  as 
usual  labors  under  many  bills  of  exceptions,  most  of  which  we  deem 
it  unnecessary  to  examine,  as  the  judge  a  quo  seems  to  have  admitted 
all  the  testimony  offered  on  both  sides,  whether  pertinent  or  imperti- 
nent; especially  as  the  latter  kind  is  such  as  could  not  possibly  have 
had  any  influence  on  the  decision  of  the  cause.  One  only  is  thought 
worthy  of  notice,  which  relates  to  the  competency  of  the  witness 
M'Mikin;  wherein  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  district  judge  did  not  err. 

The  attempt  of  the  defendant  to  discharge  himself  from  the  obli- 
gation to  pay  the  plaintiff,  by  proof  that  the  persons,  with  whom  he 
agreed  to  settle,  are  indebted  to  him  more  than  the  amount  which  he 
promised  to  pay  them,  cannot  legally  succeed.  If  they  had  sued  him 
on  the  promise  made  in  their  favor,  a  plea  of  compensation  and  proof 
of  the  debt  pleaded,  would  have  operated  a  discharge  of  his  obliga- 
tion to  them,  and  consequently  to  the  present  plaintiff.  But  he  can- 
not absolve  himself  from  the  obligation,  arising  out  of  his  promise  to 
the  latter^  by  offering  as  a  set-off  debts  which  may  be  owing  him 
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from  persons  who  are  yet  parties  to  the  present  action.  To  admit 
such  a  defence  would  be  to  decide  on  rights  without  hearing  the  par- 
ties really  interested  in  them;  and  if  allowed,  could  not  avail  the  plain- 
tiff,  after  being  defeated  in  this  suit,  in  one  instituted  against  him  by 
these  third  persons  as  his  creditors.  A  settlement  and  payment,  in 
terms  of  the  note,  to  the  representatives  of  Fletcher,  is  the  only  thing 
which  ought  to  exonerate  the  defendant  from  payment  to  Fletcher. 
If  such  he  has  made,  it  should  have  been  proved  on  the  trial  of  the 
cause  in  the  court  below.  If  it  has  not  been  made,  Fletcher's  repre- 
sentatives are  liable  to  him  for  the  amount,  if  they  be  really  his 
debtors;  and  the  plaintiff  still  remains  their  debtor  to  the  same 
extent  that  he  was  when  the  note  in  question  was  made.  There  is 
no  proof  of  such  settlement  and  payment  on  the  record,  and  conse- 
quently we  are  of  opinion  that  the  defence  has  failed,  and  that  the 
plaintiff  has  made  out  his  case. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  avoided,  annulled  and  reversed;  and  it  is 
further  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  plaintiff  and  appel- 
lant do  recover  from  the  defendant  and  appellee  500  dollars,  with 
legal  interest  from  the  judicial  demand,  and  costs  in  both  courts. 


Destrehan  v.  Destrehan's  Executors.     IV,  N,  S.  657. 

Grandcbildren  coming  to  the  partition  of  their  gfrandfather's  estate,  with  uncles  and 
aunts,  are  not  obliged  to  collate  an  onerous  oblijfation  due  by  their  father. 

FIRST  District 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  questions  submitted  to  the  court,  to  be  decided  in  the  present 
case,  arise  out  of  proceedings  relating  to  an  adjustment  and  partition 
of  the  succession  of  the  late  Jean  Noel  Destrehan:  some  are  of  fact 
and  others  of  law.  To  understand  them,  it  is  necessary  to  state  the 
situation  of  the  parties  to  this  suit,  and  that  of  their  ancestor,  from 
whom  they  claim  to  inherit.  The  widow  G.  N.  Destrehan  claims, 
as  tutrix  of  her  minor  children  now  living,  and  as  heir  to  those  who 
died  since  the  death  of  their  father  and  grandfather,  a  part  of  the 
succession  of  the  latter,  which  appears  to  have  been  administered, 
and  was  finally  adjudged  to  bis  wife  at  the  appraised  value,  as  a 
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'  partner  in  the  community,  and  who  is  since  dead,  leaving  as  heirs 
Ihe  same  persons  who  succeeded  as  such  to  her  husband's  estate, 
with  the  exception  of  the  present  appellant,  so  far  as  she  claims  in 
her  own  right 

The  evidence  of  the  case  shows,  that  G.  N.  Destrehan  died  before 
his  father,  leaving  children,  who  were  called  to  the  inheritance  of 
their  grandfather,  J.  N.  Destrehan,  together  with  uncles  and  aunts, 
immediate  descendants  of  the  latter.    Thef  widow  of  6.  N.  Destrehan 
renounced  the  community  of  acquests  and  gains  in  her  husband's 
estate,  and,  as  tutrix  of  her  minor  children,  accepted  for  them  his 
succession,  under  the  benefit  of  an  inventory.    The  widow  J.  N. 
Destrehan,  to  whom  had  been  adjudged  the  property  which  was 
held  in  common  between  her  and  her  husband  previous  to  his  death, 
attempted  to  bequeath  and  distribtrte  the  amount  of  her  husband's 
succession  amongst  his  heirs,  and  for  that  purpose  seems  to  have 
rendered  her  accounts  to  the  judge  of  the  court  of  probates:  to  these 
accounts  opposition  was  made  by  the  present  appellant,  which  gives 
rise  to  the  questions  now  before  the  court,  the  most  important  of 
which  relates  to  the  charges  against  the  children  of  G.  N.  Destrehan, 
for  advances  made  to  the  father  during  his  lifetime,  and  which  they 
are  required  to  collate  with  the  other  heirs  of  their  grandfather.    The 
sums  thus  required  to  be  collated,  consist  of  several  items:  1.  A  sum 
of  7000  dollars;  2.  One  of  9000  dollars;  3.  A  note  executed  by  his 
son,  G.  N.  Destrehan,  to  his  father,  for  58,564  dollars,  payable  on  the 
first  of  April,  1826.    The  opposition  extended  also  to  other  charges 
against  the  estate  of  her  husband,  by  Mrs.  Destrehan  the  elder,  which, 
it  was  contended  were  properly  chargeable  to  herself;  but,  as  the 
correctness  of  the  decision  of  the  court  below,  in  relation  to  these 
matters,  is  not  introduced,  we  shall  not  notice  them  further  than  to 
express  our  concurrence,  this  far,  in  the  judgment  of  the  district  court: 
that  judgment  is  also  correct  in  relation  to  the  item  of  7000  dollars, 
which  does  not  appear  to  have  been  established  by  evidence.    In 
relation  to  the  9000  dollars,  we  are  also  of  opinion,  that  the  decision 
of  the  district  court  is,  in  point  of  fact,  as  bemg  proved  by  the  oath 
of  one  credible  witness,  and  corroborating  circumstances,  such  as  the 
will  of  the  grandfather,  and  the  evidence  of  advancements  made  by 
him  to  his  daughters,  &c. 

The  value  of  the  slave,  which  was  estimated  at  1000  dollars,  and 
died  before  the  opening  of  the  succession  of  J.  N.  Destrehan,  was 
properly  deducted  as  having  perished  for  said  succession;  but  the 
judgment  of  the  district  court  having  ordered  the  balance  of  this  item, 
viz.  8000  dollars,  together  with  a  part  of  the  amount  of  the  note  of 
58,564  dollars,  to  be  collated,  the  present  appeal  was  taken  by  the 
opponents:  and,  it  is  now  contended  on  their  part,  1.  That  they  are 
not  legally  bound  to  collate  any  thing  advanced  to  their  father; 
2.  That  if  they  are  compellable  by  law  to  collate,  no  part  of  the 
amount  of  the  note  of  their  father  to  the  grandfather,  ought  to  enter 
into  such  collation. 
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Ill  support  of  the  first  position  assumed  by  the  counsel  of  the  ap- 
pellants be  relies  principally  on  the  doctrine  of  the  Spanish  law^  as 
laid  down  by  Febreroj  part  2,  book  2,  chap.  3,  nos.  26  to  29.  Ad- 
mitting, that  grandchildren  who  succeeded  to  the  inheritance  of  their 
grandfather,  conjointly  with  descendants  in  the  first  degree,  and  who 
had  renounced  the  inheritance  of  their  father  on  account  of  its  being 
worth  little  or  nothing,  in  consequence  of  waste  and  bad  manage- 
ment by  him,  were  not  bound  by  the  former  laws  of  this  country  to 
collate  advancements  made  to  their  father:  we  are  decidedly  of 
opinion,  that  this  rule  of  mheritance  has  been  changed  by  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Civil  Code.  Without  undertaking  completely  to  re- 
concile the  apparent  discrepancy  between  the  19th  article  of  page 
148,  and  articles  27  and  28  in  page  150  of  the  Code,  it  might  be 
observed,  that  the  first  relates  to  the  general  doctrine  on  the  subject 
of  degrees  of  kindred  and  representation  amongst  relations  in  the 
decending  line;  whilst  the  two  last  are  specific  in  their  enactments, 
and  lay  down  rules  clear  and  special  with  regard  to  the  manner  in 
which  descendants  must  succeed  to  the  estates  of  their  ascendants. 
Allowing  that  they  are  at  variance,  the  latter  may  be  considered  as 
exceptions  to  the  former:  according  to  the  rules  of  inheritance  ex- 
pressly declared  in  these  last  "articles,  grandchildren  who  partake  of 
a  succession  together  with  children,  come  in  by  representation  of 
their  fathers  and  mothers,  and  take  sure  steps,  &c.:  if  grandchildren 
come  in  by  right  of  representation,  they  are  bound  to  collate  what 
had  been  given  to  their  fathers  or  mothers,  although  they  may  have 
renounced  their  inheritances.    Civil  Code,  p.  194,  art.  203. 

From  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  appears  to  us,  that  a  doubt  cannot 
be  reasonably  entertained  as  to  the  liability  of  grandchildren  to  col- 
late property  received  by  their  immediate  parents  as  advancements 
made  by  their  ascendants  in  the  first  degree. 

The  appellants  in  the  present  case,  must  be  considered  as  inheriting 
from  their  grandfather  by  representation,  and  are  therefore  bound  to 
bring  back  to  the  mass  of  his  succession  whatever  sums  of  money  or 
other  property  may  have  been  advanced  to  their  father  during  his 
lifetime,  as  donations  to  further  his  interest,  and  comfort  in  life,  &c.: 
of  this  class  of  beneficent  advances,  is  the  sum  of  8000  dollars,  proved 
as  above  stated;  but,  as  it  relates  to  the  item  of  58,564  dollars,  the 
amount  of  the  note  executed  as  before  represented,  this  court  has 
doubted  much  the  propriety  of  the  judgment  of  the  court  below,  and 
finally  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  it  is  not  supportable  on  legal 
principles.  The  decision  of  this  question,  the  most  difficult  and  im- 
portant in  the  cause,  depends  on  a  just  interpretation  of  the  205th 
and  206th  articles  of  the  Code,  found  at  pages  195  and  196,  which 
are  expressed  in  the  words  following:  "The  advantages  which  a 
&ther  bestows  on  his  son,  though  in  any  other  manner  than  by  dona- 
tion or  legacy,  are  subject  to  collation.''  "  Thus  when  a  father  has 
sold  a  thing  to  his  son  at  a  very  low  price,  or  has  paid  for  him  the 
price  of  some  purchase,  or  has  spent  money  to  improve  his  son's 
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estate,  all  that  is  subject  to  collation/'  Art.  206.  "  The  acts,  how- 
ever, of  ascendants,  which  are  beneficial  to  the  descendants,  are  not 
all  liable  to  collation.  Those  acts,  by  which  the  ascendant  causes 
some  part  of  his  property  to  pass  into  the  hands  of  his  descendants 
by  concealed  and  indirect  means,  are  only  liable  to  it:  thus,  there  is 
no  collation  due,  where  a  partnership  was  bona  Jidt  entered  into ' 
between  the  ascendant  and  one  of  his  lawful  descendants,  when  the 
conditions  of  such  partnership  are  duly  proved." 

<<  The  same  rule  applies  to  all  burthensome  obligations,  and  to  all 
mercantile  transactions  which  the  son  executes  with  the  fether;  none 
of  which  give  place  to  collation,  unless  there  has  been  on  the  part  of 
the  father  an  express  or  tacit  intention  of  bestowing  an  advantage  on 
bis  son;  and  thus,  by  that  means,  some  part  of  the  patrimony  of  one 
child  is  taken  to  increase  the  patrimony  of  the  other.''  Before  enter- 
ing into  any  discussion  on  these  articles,  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
remark,  that  the  whole  doctrine  of  collation  is  based  principally  on 
the  equality  which  the  law  requires  in  the  distribution  of  successions 
amongst  coheirs. 

The  main  foundation  of  the  charge  against  the  estate  of  G.  N.  Des- 
trehan,  in  favor  of  that  of  his  father,  amounting  to  the  large  sum  of 
58,564  dollars,  as  evidenced  by  the  promissory  note  of  the  former, 
seems,  from  the  evidence  of  the  ease,  to  have  been  pavments  made 
by  the  latter,  of  the  price  of  a  plantation  bought  by  his  son.  Had 
the  affair  been  left  in  its  original  situation,  the  amount  thus  paid, 
would  most  clearly  have  been  embraced  by  the  provisions  of  the 
205th  article  of  the  Code,  as  cited.  But  it  does  appear  from  an  in- 
vestigation of  the  whole  transaction,  that  interest  was  added  on 
interest,  item  to  item,  until  the  original  sum  was  more  than  doubled; 
giving  to  the  matter  the  appearance  of  a  contract,  completely  onerous 
on  the  part  of  the  obligor;  and  which  certainly  bears  no  intrinsic  evi- 
dence of  an  intention  on  the  part  of  the  father  of  bestowing  an  ad- 
vantage on  his  son,  to  increase  his  patrimony  at  the  expense  of  that 
of  his  other  children.  It  appears,  from  some  evidence  on  the  record, 
that  Mr.  Destrehan  the  elder,  was  in  the  habit  of  exacting  ten  per 
cent,  per  anniun  interest,  on  the  sums  by  him  advanced  to  his  chil- 
dren, for  the  benefit  of  the  younger  members  of  his  family,  or  those 
trho  remained  under  his  paternal  care  and  direction;  and  this  mode 
of  conduct  is  said  to  be  sanctioned  by  reason  and  justice,  and  recog- 
nised as  legal  by  principles  found  in  the  Roman  law.  If  a  parent 
gives  to  his  child,  who  is  about  to  take  upon  himself  the  management 
of  his  own  affairs;  in  other  words,  who  is  about  to  commence  the 
arduous  task  of  providing  for  his  own  wants  and  those  of  a  family^ 
should  he  be  thus  connected  in  life,  no  more  of  his  estate  than  a  pro- 
portion equal  to  those  retained  for  children  who  remain  with  him,  it 
IS  difficult  to  discover  afay  justice  in  burthening  the  child  advanced 
with  a  heavy  interest  on  the  capital  given.  Ten  per  cent,  per  an- 
num, we  believe  to  be  the  full  value  of  any  capital  usisd  in  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  btisiness.    Is  it  then  a  donation  to  advance  money  at 
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that  rate  of  interest;  ought  it  not  to  be  rather  considered  as  an  one- 
rous loan?  Parents  are  not  generally  in  the  habit  of  giving  to  their 
children,  by  way  of  advancement,  more  than  a  moderate  proportion 
of  their  property  compared  with  that  which  they  retain  for  their  own 
use^  and  the  benefit  of  that  part  of  their  family  which  remains  witti 
them. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  state,  that  a  child  of  full  age  may  contract 
with  his  father,  and  create  obligations  equally  binding  as  would  be 
created  by  similar  contracts  with  any  other  individual  of  the  commu- 
nity. In  the  present  case,  6.  N.  Destrehan  promised  to  pay  to  his 
father,  a  large  sum  of  money,  made  up  of  advances  for  his  benefit, 
and  interest  thereon,  at  least  at  the  highest  rate  tolerated  by  law,  if 
no  more,  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  decide  in  this  case.  In  this 
promise  we  can  see  nothing  but  a  contract  of  loan  on  interest  in  the 
usual  form  of  such  agreements.  It  is  written,  and  certainly  could 
have  been  enforced  against  the  son,  without  his  being  at  liberty  to 
prove  any  thing  contrary  to  the  writing.  If  his  estate  were  now  sol- 
vent it  could  be  effectually  enforced  against  his  representatives,  and 
the  administrators  of  his  father's  estate  would  be  bound  to  see  it  fully 
collected,  unless  the  heirs  chose  to  relinquish  it.  The  circumstance 
of  the  alleged  insolvency  of  the  estate  of  the  son  cannot,  in  our 
opinion,  alter  the  nature  of  the  contract,  which  is  essentially  commer- 
cial and  burthensome  on  the  part  of  the  promissor  and  his  succession. 

In  collating  the  8000  dollars,  we  think,  with  the  judge  below,  that 
it  ought  to  be  placed  with  the  succession  of  the  grandfather  alone. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment  of 
the  district  court  be  avoided,  reversed  and  annulled;  and  it  is  further 
ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  cause  be  sent  back  to  tb^ 
court  of  probates,  for  the  purpose  of  causing  a  final  adjustment  and 
partition  of  the  succession  of  J.  N.  Destrehan,  according  to  the  prin- 
ciples expressed  in  this  opinion  and  judgment,  the  appellees  paying 
the  costs  of  this  appeal. 

SegherSf  for  the  plaintiff. 

Derbignj/j  Eustis  and  Grymes^  for  the  defendants. 

Derbigny^  Exist  is  and  Grymes^oa  an  application  for  a  rehearing. 

In  this  case  a  judgment  has  been  rendered,  which  is  considerdi 
as  contrary  to  law,  and  evidence;  and  above  all,  against  that  equity 
which  ought  to  be  the  principal  guide  in  deciding  a  case  of  this  nature. 

Your  honorable  court  has  principally  based  their  judgment  on  the 
circumstance,  that  the  proof  of  the  advances  made  by  J.  N.  Destrehan 
to  his  son,  appears  in  the  shape  of  a  rK>te  of  hand,  subscribed  bj  the 
son  in  favor  of  the  father,  in  which  is  included  the  interest,  at  the 
rate  of  ten  per  cent  per  annum;  and  from  thence  they  have  c<hi* 
eluded  that  this  is  one  of  those  burthensome  obligations,  which  form 
an  exception  to  the  general  rule  by  which  heirs  are  bound  to  return 
to  the  mass  of  the  inheritance  the  sums  by  them  received  from  their 
ancestor  in  his  lifetime,  the  whole  of  which  is  to  be  distributed 
equally  among  them  all. 
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But  in  the  first  place,  and  before  recurring  to  the  evidence  which 
shows  what  has  been  the  true  nature  of  this  transaction,  your  honor- 
able court  has  evidently  been  mistaken  in  the  interpretation  of  the 
article  of  our  Code,  which  says,  <Uhat  burthensorae  obligations  and 
mercantile  transactions  which  the  son  executes  with  his  father,  do  not 
give  him  lieu  to  collation,  unless  there  has  been,  on  the  part  of  the 
father,  an  express  or  tacit  intention  of  bestowing  an  advantage  on 
his  son,  and  there  is  by  that  means  some  part  of  the  patrimony  of  one 
child  taken  to  increase  the  patrimony  of  the  other/^  This  paragraph 
of  art.  206,  p.  197  of  our  Code,  is  evidently  intended  to  apply  exclu- 
sively to  the  obligations  contracted  by  the  father  towards  the  son; 
otherwise  it  would  have  no  sense,  for  an  obligation  of  the  son  towards 
the  father  can  never  conceal  an  intention  on  the  part  of  the  father  to 
bestow  an  advantage  on  his  son.  If  there  could  be  a  doubt  that  this 
is  the  only  reasonable  interpretation  which  can  be  given  to  this  para- 
graph, it  is  done  away  by  recurring  to  the  principle  established  in 
the  beginning  of  the  article,  of  which  this  paragraph  is  but  an  illustra- 
tion. "  The  acts  however  of  the  ascendant  which  are  beneficial  to 
his  descendants  are  not  at  all  liable  to  collation."  **  Thus  there  is  no 
collation  due  where,''  &c. 

If  you  will  take  the  trouble  of  examining  what  would  be  the  situ- 
ation of  things,  if  Guy  N.  Destrehan  himself  was  alive,  you  may 
easily  ascertain  that  no  other  interpretation  can  be  given  to  the  article 
above  quoted.  On  the  death  of  his  father,  he  would  have  been  at 
the  same  time  one  of  the  heirs,  and  one  of  the  debtors  of  his  estate. 
A  compensation  would  have  established  itself  between  his  share  of 
the  inheritance  and  his  debt:  whether  a  debtor  or  a  donee,  the 
same  result  would  have  taken  place.  Whether  his  father  lent  him 
or  gave  him  in  advance  the  money  which  he  had  received,  he  must 
have  accounted  for  it.  Not  so,  if  his  father  had  consented  in  his  favor 
an  onerous  obligation;  he  would  then  have  been  a  creditor  of  the 
estate,  and  unless  it  should  have  been  shown  that  this  onerous  obliga- 
tion concealed  some  advantage  which  his  father  intended  to  bestow 
on  him,  he  would  not  have  been  obliged  to  collate  it;  he  would  first 
have  received  the  amount  of  his  claim  as  creditor,  and  then  his  share 
of  the  inheritance  as  heir;  that  is  most  evidently  the  sense,  indeed  the 
only  sense  which  can  be  given  to  the  article  which  says,  "  The  acts 
however  of  the  ascendant,  which  are  beneficial  to  his  descendants, 
are  not  all  liable  to  collation;''  for  the  acts  by  which  the  descendant 
acknowledges  himself  the  debtor  of  his  ascendant  are  not  acts  from 
which  he  can  derive  any  benefit:  they  constitute  him  the  debtor  not 
the  creditor  of  the  estate. 

The  article  referred  to  by  the  court  is,  therefore,  not  applicable  to  a 
case  of  this  nature:  and  we  must  beg  leave  to  say,  respectfully,  that 
they  have  misunderstood  it 

That  the  doctrine  here  contended  for  is  the  only  sound  one,  is  made 
still  more  evident  by  recurring  to  the  principle  universally  recognised 
with  respect  to  collation. 
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The  artide  192,  page  192,  of  our  Code,  says,  <' Collation  of  goods 
IS  the  supposed  or  real  return  which  an  heir  makes  to  the  mass,  of 
■oine  property,  which  he  received  in  advancement  or  otherwise,  in 
order  that  such  property  n>ay  be  partaken  as  well  as  the  other  effects 
of  the  succession.''  There  is  no  doubt,  then,  that  Guy  N.  Destrehan 
would  have  been  obliged  to  collate  to  the  mass  of  his  father's  estate, 
what  he  had  received  in  advancement  or  otherwise.  Are  those  who 
come  to  the  estate  as  his  representatives,  differently  situated?  Hear 
what  Pothier  says  on  the  subject:  "  Lorsque  des  petits  enfans  viennent 
i,  ki  succession  de  leur  ayeul  par  reprisentaiion  de  leur  p^re  ou  m^, 
ils  doivent  rapporter  tout  ce  qui  a  6t6  donn^  oupriiS  i  leur  p^e  oa 
mire  par  I'ayeul  k  la  succession  duquel  ils  viennent.  La  raison  en 
est  bien  6vidente;  des  representans  ne  peuvent  avoir  plus  de  droits 
dans  une  succession  que  la  personne  quHls  reprhentent,  et  du  chef 
de  laquelie  ils  viennent,  suivant  ce  principe  de  droit,  '*  qui  jure 
alterius  ulitur^  eodem  jure  uti  debety^  ils  ne  doivent  pas  plus 
prendre  dans  la  succession  que  cette  personne  y  aurait  pris;  ils  doi venrt 
Itre  obligte  aux  mimes  rapports  auxqnels  celte  personne  aurait  6t6 
oblig6e. 

'^  Cette  decision  a  lieu,  quand  m^me  ils  n'auraient  pas  profit^  de 
ee  qui  a  kxk  douu^  ii  leur  p^  ou  m^re  qu'ils  repr6sentent,  et  qu'ils 
auraient  renonc6  ^  la  succession;  car,  comme  ce  n'est  pasde  lemr 
chef  qu'ils  doivent  ce  rapport,  maisdu  ch^  de  leur  pire  ou  mire 
qu'ils  repr^sentent,  il  est  indifii^rent  qu'ils  en  ayent  profits  ou  non. 

^  Cette  decision  a  lieu,  quand  m^fl^  ces  rapports  absorberaient 
toute  leur  portion  h4r6ditaire,  et  qu'il  ne  leur  resterait  plus  rien.  lis 
ne  pourraient  pr6tendre  en  cecasde  l^itime;  car  ^n^  ay  ant  droit 
d  la  succession  de  leur  at/euly  que  du  chef  de  leur  pire  ou  mire 
quHls  reprisententy  ils  ne  peuvent  aussi  pritendre  dans  cette  sue- 
cession  iPautre  legitime  que  cellCj  qu^auraient  pu  pritendre  leur 
fUre  ou  mire;  et  par  consequent,  ces  donations  leur  doivent  dtre 
i«iput6es  sur  cette  legitime  comme  elles  auraient  6t6  imput6es  i  leur 
pire  ou  m^.'^ 

Observe,  that  the  above  is  but  the  expounding  of  the  principle  con- 
tained in  our  jDwn  Code,  page  149,  article  18.  "  Representation  is  a 
fiction  of  the  law,  the  effect  of  which  is  to  put  the  representative  in 
the  place,  degree,  and  rights  of  the  represented." 

TTiese  fundamental  principles,  to  be  found  in  every  book  which 
has  treated  the  subject,  would,  it  was  presumed,  have  been  the  rule 
of  conduct  of  your  honorable  court,  in  the  decision  of  this  case.  It 
was  thought  that  you  would  recognise,  that  the  representatives  have 
no  more  right  than  the  represented,  that  qui  jure  alterius  utitur, 
eodem  jure  uti  debet.  But  these  principles  were  not  so  much  as 
hinted  at,  in  the  judgment  of  this  honorable  court,  because  they  have 
taken  the  most  extraordinary  position,  that  the  loan  was  not  subject 
to  collation  by  Guy  N.  Destrehan  himself;  and  thus  it  turns  out,  that 
although  Guy  N.  Destrehan,  if  alive,  would  have  had  to  account  to 
the  estate  of  his  father  for  this  loan,  although  this  loan  would  have 
Vol.  IIL— 34 
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been  deducted  from  his  hereditary  portion,  although  he  would  have 
had  to  compensate  his  debt  with  his  inheritance,  although  confusion 
would  have  taken  place  in  him  as,  at  once,  debtor  and  heir;  yet  his 
representatives  are  discharged  from  his  obligations,  and  admitted  as 
heirs  in  his  steady  without  accounting  for  what  he  has  received;  and 
that,  notwithstanding  the  rule  which  says,  qui  jure  allerius  uiiturj 
todemjure  uti  debet. 

From  such  a  result  it  may  respectfully  be  inferred,  that  this  honor- 
able court  has  misunderstood  the  meaning  of  the  article  on  which  they 
have  based  their  decision;  for  that  decision  is  at  war  with  the  princi- 
ples on  which  representation  is  founded. 

But  this  honorable  court  have,  we  think,  not  only  mistaken  the 
law,  they  have  misapprehended  the  evidence'  in  this  important  case. 
What  is  that  evidence?  Why,  that  J.  N.  Destrehan  has  advanced  to 
his  son  a  sura  of  40,000  dollars,  (the  adverse  party  avows  37,000.) 
If  you  look  at  the  memorandum  or  account,  found  among  the  son's 
papers,  and  the  production  of  which  we  compelled,  you  find  the 
explication  of  the  note  of  58,564  dollars,  40,000  dollars,  of  which 
(say  37,000  dollars,  if  you*  please)  are  the  capital  advanced;  the 
balance  is  made  up  of  the  interest  which  J.  N.  Destrehan  used  to 
charge  on  such  occasions,  not  for  himself  but  for  the  benefit  of  his 
minor  children. 

N.  B.  Le  Breton  tells  you:  ^^That  Mr.  J.  N.  Destrehan  advanced 
some  money  to  his  son  Mr.  Guy  N.  Destrehan,  and  gave  him  up  the 
several  notes  which  he  held;  (the  notes  of  Guy  N.  Destrehan  to 
Henderson,  for  the  price  of  the  plantation ;)  and  it  was  on  this  occasion 
that  Mr.  Guy  N.  D>estrehan  gave  to  his  &ther  a  promissory  note  of 
58,000  dollars,  which  witness  understood  from  him  to  be  on  account 
of  the  difierent  advances  which  his  father  had  made  him;  that  in 
speakinfi;  of  the  sums  he  owed  his  father,  Mr.  Guy  N.  Destrehan 
spoke  of  them — as  of  sums  which  he  should  never  be  called  upon  to 
repay,  and  stated  that  it  appeared  to  be  his  father's  intention  to  make 
these  advances  to  him  part  of  the  share  which  might  be  coming  to 
him  out  of  his  father's  estate. 

Mr.  Hermann  tells  you:  "He  knows,  from  Mr.  J.  N.  Destrehan 
and  from  Mr.  G.  N.  Destrehan  his  son,  that  the  latter  had  received 
from  his  father  a  sum  of  40,000  dollars;  that  Mr.  Destrehan,  the  father, 
manifested  some  reluctance  in  making  the  above  advance  of  40,000 
dollars  to  his  son  G.  N.  Destrehan,  and  observed,  that  he  did  so  on 
account  of  the  plantation  then  purchased  by  his  son."  He  speaks 
also  of  the  interest  he  used  to  charge  for  the  benefit  of  his  minor 
children.  All  the  witnesses  state,  that  Guy  N.  Destrehan  had  little 
or  nothing  but  what  he  derived  from  his  father. 

The  facts,  then,  as  they  result  from  the  evidence,  are  these:  Guy 
N.  Destrehan,  the  son,  being  in  strait  circumstances,  applied  to  his 
father  for  assistance;  his  father  advanced  to  him  40,000  dollars,  but 
at  the  same  time  stipulated  that  this  sum  should  bear  an  interest  in 
favor  of  his  minor  children:  it  was  understood,  however,  between 
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father  and  son  that  this  money  never  should  be  repaid,  except  out  of 
the  share  which  would  one  day  come  to  G.  N.  Destrehan  in  his 
Other's  estate.  The  40,000  dollars  are  composed  of  the  notes  of  G. 
N.  Destrehan  to  Henderson,  for  the  price  of  the  plantation,  and  the 
balance  in  cash:  Destrehan  the  father,  surrendered  to  his  son  those 
notes,  which  bore  Henderson's  endorsements,  and  were  secured  by 
mortgafge,  and  took  from  hiis  son  his  simple  recognisance  in  the  form 
of  a  note  of  hand  to  his  own  order. 

Surely  if  these  facts  had  been  well  understood  the  court  would  not 
have  arrived  at  a  conclusion  which  discharges  G.  N.  Destrehan's 
representatives  from  accounting  for  this  money.  Was  it  an  onerous 
obligation  for  the  son  to  receive  40,000  dollars?  Did  he  receive  them 
at  all?  If  he  did  receive  them,  must  they  not  be  accounted  for?  Has 
the  circumstance  of  Destrehan,  the  father,  charging  interest  altered 
the  stubborn  fact,  that  he  advanced  to  his  son  40,000  dollars?  The 
interest,  it  is  said,  was  an  unjust  charge:  take  it  away,  if  you  think 
that  equity  requires  so;  but  because  interest  has  been  charged,  to 
destroy  the  capital  cannot  be  justice,  cannot  be  law. 

The  court  seems  to  have  mistaken  the  evidence  still  further:  they 
say  that  the  capital  has  been  more  than  doubled  by  the  interest:  if  it 
were  even  so,  still  that  is  no  reason  why  the  capital  should  not  be 
accounted  for:  but  it  is  not  so.  The  adverse  party  herself  admits 
that  the  capital  advanced  was  37,000  dollars;  our  evidence  shows 
40,000  dollars.  The  note  is  58,564  dollars;  is  then  18,564  dollars 
more  than  one  half  of  58,564  dollars?  This  is  adduced  to  show  more 
and  more  that  the  court  has  been  in  an  error  throughout  this  case: 
and  when  we  consider  that  it  was  argued  nearly  two  months  before 
it  was  decided,  and  that  in  this  interval  of  time  the  members  of  this 
court  have  been  absent  in  succession,  so  as  to  render  it  probable  that 
they  had  no  opportunity  of  examining  this  case  together  while  it  was 
fresh  in  their  memories,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  the  evidence 
adduced,  and  even  the  laws  quoted  on  the  trial  should  have  been  but 
imperfectly  understood. 

The  plamtife,  therefore,  respectfully  pray,  that  this  case  may  be 
revised  and  argued  de  novo.  They  pray  so,  from  a  conviction  that 
if  this  honorable  court  will  find  that  justice  has  not  been  done,  they 
will  retrace  their  steps,  and  show,  that  if  they  may  err  as  other 
men,  they  are  willing  to  correct  their  errors  while  it  is  yet  in  their 
power. 

The  rehearing  was  granted;  and  after  the  argument, 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

The  children  of  Guy  N.  Destrehan,  deceased,  who  have  accepted 
their  fiither's  succession,  with  the  benefit  of  an  inventory,  claim  the 
portion  in  their  grandfather's  estate  to  which  their  father,  if  alive, 
would  have  been  entitled.  Their  uncles  and  aunts,  with  whom  the 
partition  is  to  be  made,  insist,  that  they  must  bring  back  into  the 
succession  and  collate,  various  sums  of  money  received  by  Guy  N. 
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Destrehan  in  his  lifetime;  and  among  others,  the  snin  which  is  evi- 
denced by  his  note  in  favof  of  his  father,  for  58,564  dollars,  payable 
four  years  after  date.  This  collation  the  grandchildren  insist  they 
are  not  obliged  to  make,  and  tfie  legal  rights  of  the  parties  on  this 
issue,  form  the  principal  question  to  be  decided  in  the  cause,  and  the 
only  one  which  presents  any  difficulty  in  the  decision. 

After  the  first  argument,  we  were  of  opinion  that  the  grandchildreQ 
were  not  obliged  to  collate  the  note  on  which  this  contest  has  ariseir. 
That  opinion  was  principally  founded  on  the  article  of  onr  former 
Ck>de,  which  declares  that  ^  burthensonEie  obligations  and  mercantile 
tmnsactions,  which  the  son  executes  with  his  father  are  not  subject 
to  collation,  unless  there  has  been,  on  the  part  of  the  father,  an  express 
or  tacit  intention  of  bestowing  an  advantage  on  his  son/'  The  words 
of  the  law  certainly  authorised  thk  construction;  and  the  reason,  on 
which  the  whole  of  the  doctrine  in  regard  to  collation  rests,  gave  it 
support  It  might  well  be  supposed  to  have  been  the  intention  of  the 
lawmaker,  that  the  son  who  received  any  thing  in  advance  of  his 
future  claims  as  heir  should  collate;  but,  that  if  he  entered  into  oon^ 
tracts  with  his  father,  as  with  a  third  person,  they  should  be  consid- 
ered as  ordinary  oMigatioQS,  to  be  discharged  in  the  usual  way,  with 
all  the  burthens  attached  to  them;  and  that  he  could  not  be  permiCfed 
after  so  contracting,  to  free  himself  from  these  burthens,  release  him* 
self  from  the  interest,  and  collate  with  bis  coheirs,  the  principal  alone. 
The  objection  urged  against  this  construction,  that  in  no  case  of  the 
obligation  from  the  son  to  the  father,  can  there  be  a  tacit,  or  express 
intention,  of  bestowing  an  advantage  on  the  son,  appears  to  us  of 
little  w^ght;  many  instances  might  be  supposed,  in  which  that  inten- 
tkm  might  be  expressed  by  the  note;  many  more  where  it  would  be 
implied.  We  drall  take  one  by  way  of  example,  and  it  will  sufiBcer 
if  the  father  lends  the  son  a  large  sum  of  money,  without  inter^t,  and 
takes  his  note,  payable  at  a  remote  period  of  time,  for  the  principal, 
there  is  a  dear  intention  evidenced  of  bestowing  an  advantage  on 
him;  and  the  coheirs  would  assuredly  have  aright  to  demand  fhal 
the  sum  of  money  so  obtained  should  be  brought  back  into  the  mass 
and  c<dlated.    Civil  Code,  196,  art.  206. 

Bat  on  the  second  argument,  another  provisioD  in  om  law  has  been 
discovered,  which  has  an  important  effect  on  the  construction  of  the 
article  jnsi  comoiented  on.  it  is  that  which  declares,  that  on  the  par-^ 
tition  of  an  estate  each  of  the  co-parceners  must  collate  conformable 
to  the  rules  hereafter  prescribed;  for  gifts  made  to  hhn,  or  £kbi9  by 
Aim  due.  This  provision  is  directly  opposed  to  the  construction  con- 
tended for,  of  the  306th  artide.  It  makes  debts  expressly  subject  to 
collation,  and  does  not  distinguish  of  what  khnd,  whether  those  that 
carry  interest,  or  those  that  do  not  Under  soch  ctreumstances  it  is 
our  duty  to  seek  for  a  construction  that  will  prevent  these  two  pro- 
visions from  clashing  with  each  other.  We  must,  as  we  have  often 
done  before,  interpret  in  such  a  way,,  as  wiH  if  possible,  give  evert 
part  of  the  law  e&ct.    Civil  Code,  188,  art  178. 
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To  do  SO  is  not  an  easy  task.  The  counsel  have  contended  that 
the  expressions  <^  bnrthensome  obligations  and  n^ercantile  transac- 
tions which  the  son  executes  with  the  father/'  mean  burthensome 
obligations  which  the  father  executes  to  his  son.  Such  an  inter- 
pretation does  considerable  violence  to  the  language  used  in  the  law; 
for  a  man  who  receives  a  note  from  another,  can  hardly  be  said  to 
execute  the  note  with  the  person,  who  is  bound  to  him.  But  there 
is  a  stronger  argument  against  this  interpetration  to  be  drawn  from 
the  previous  and  immediately  preceding  articles,  to  that  which  in 
these  words  are  found.  By  them  all  kinds  of  feigned  or  simulated 
obligations  from  the  father  to  the  son  are  expressly  provided  for.  It 
cannot  he  believed  then,  it  was  the  intention  of  the  lawmaker  to  pro- 
vide, by  ambi8[Uous  and  doubtful  terms,  for  cases  on  which  he  had 
the  instant  bemre  expressed  himself  in  clear  and  explicit  language. 
Civil  Code,  1 94,  art.  205. 

But  it  is  not  necessary  to  give  any  opinion  on  this  point,  for  it  is 
not  requisite  to  a  decision  of  the  case  before  us.  Perhaps  when  it  is 
presented  in  such  a  way  as  it  must  be  settled,  it  will  be  found  that 
those  obligations  which  in  pursuance  of  the  words  of  the  law,  the  son 
executes  with  the  father;  that  is,  jointly  with  him,  are  these  which 
are  contemplated  by  this  enactment.  The  clause  immediately  follows 
the  provision  in  relation  to  partnerships;  and  it  is  more  than  probable 
that,  while  the  subject  of  contracts,  in  which  the  father  and  son  act 
together,  were  under  the  consideration  of  the  legislature,  it  was 
thought  necessary  to  provide  for  those  in  which  they  might  have  a 
joint  interest,  as  well  as  those  in  which  there  was  a  partnership.  It 
is  not  to  be  disguised,  that  this  interpretation  is  liable  to  objections, 
but  we  think  it  presents  fewer  than  that  contended  for  by  the  appel- 
lees. The  plain  meaning  of  the  words  used,  was,  that  which  we  at 
first  gave  to  them:  obliged  to  abandon  our  first  impressions,  in  order 
to  make  the  law  consistent  throughout,  we  can  only  take  that  which 
presents  the  least  difficulty,  for  it  is  impossible  to  come  to  clear  con- 
clusions on  such  obscure  legislation. 

We  have  conducted  the  inquiry  so  far  in  relation  to  the  rights  of 
the  father  of  the  grandchildren.  If  he  were  presenting  himself  with 
his  brothers  and  sisters,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  court  that  he  would  be 
obliged  to  collate  the  debt,  which  the  note  produced  in  evidence, 
shows  to  have  been  due  by  him. 

This  opinion  brings  us  to  the  second,  and  equally  unportant  ques- 
tion  in  the  cause;  that  is,  whether  the  grandchildren  are  obliged  to 
collate  the  debt  due  by  their  father,  whose  succession  they  have 
accepted  with  the  benefit  of  an  inventory. 

The  affirmative  of  this  position  has  been  supported,  on  the  general 
principle  that  the  representative  never  can  have  more  or  greater 
rights  than  the  represented;  that  positive  texts  of  our  law  have  estab- 
lished this  doctrine  in  regard  to  grandchildren;  and  that  if  the  law 
were  even  doubtful,  the  court  should  prefer  the  interpretation,  which, 
by  establishing  equality  between  the  heirs,  would  do  justice. 

34* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4M  SUPREME  COURT. 

p)trtrafcfi  ^  DMtrehan'tf  Bfl60QtMV.J 
iFhe  propaskion,  ikan  vhe  representative  never  can  have  more  r^hts 
than  the  represented,  sufruck  us^  on  the  argument,  as  entitled  to  great 
weight,  ana  as  ahnost  conckisive  on  the  case;  farther  reflection,  how- 
ever, has  convinced  ns  that  it  must  be  admitted  with  many  modift* 
cavionsT  taken  abstractedly  it  cannot  be  controverted;  for,  indepen* 
dent  of  positive  legislation,  a  man  cannot  give  to  another,  rights  which 
he  does  not  possess.  Bat  where  the  representation  is  created  by  posi^ 
tive  aTithortty,  it  is  snbjeet  to  all  the  modifications  which  the  creator 
may  choose  to  attach  to  it:  thus,  in  relation  to  oar  political  represen- 
ttrtives,  it  is  well  known  they  have  rights  conferred  on  them  which 
their  constituents  do  not  possess  either  individually  or  colle<^vely: 
tt^e  right  not  to  be  questioned  for  any  speech,  or  debate;  the  privilege 
from  arrest,  9lc.  So  in  respect  to  the  representation  which  is  created 
by  law,  for  dividing  estates  among  individuals;  if  it  should  be  found, 
on  further  examination,  that  it  has  been  established  with  limitations 
to  the  general  principle,  we  are  satisfied  that  the  general  principle, 
cannot  prevent  these  limitations  from  having  efi'ect. 

But  it  is  said  the  positive  provisions  of  our  law  on  the  sttbject,now 
under  consideration,  supports  the  general  principle  relied  on.  The 
irst  article  quoted,  is  that  in  relation  to  the  manner  in  which  children 
are  called  to  the  succession  of  their  grandfather,  where  their  nodes 
and  aunts  are  alive;  and  it  states,  that  the  grandchildren  coming  in 
by  way  of  representation,  whatever  may  be  the  number,  shall  not 
receive  among  them  all,  any  thing  more,  than  the  share,  or  shares, 
which  would  have  belonged  to  their  fisithers  and  mothers.  Hiis  law 
follows  that  which  declares,  that  where  all  the  sons  and  daogfaters 
are  dead,  the  children  shall  take  by  heads;  and  is  providing  for  the 
Dumber  of  shares  into  which  the  estate  shall  be  divided,  in  case  some 
of  the  former  are  alive.  It  is  of  importance  then,  in  the  present 
mquiry,  only  as  establishing  that  children  coming  to  the  partition  of 
a  succe^on  under  the  circnmstanoes  which  this  case  presents,  come 
in  by  representation.    Civil  Code,  160,  art.  29. 

"  Representation  is  a  fiction  of  the  law,  the  effect  of  which  is  to  put 
the  representative  in  the  place,  degree,  and  rights  of  the  represented." 
Civil  Code,  148,  art.  la 

This  provision,  if  taken  alone,  certainly  goes  the  whole  length  for 
which  the  appellees  contended.    Before  noticing,  however,  the  im- 

{>ortant  limitation  which  the  legislator  has  thought  proper  to  affix  to 
t,  in  relation  to  the  subject  uriKder  consideration,  it  is  necessary  to  a 
true  construction  of  the  article  in  which  that  limitation  is  found,  to 
bring  into  view  some  of  the  other  provisions  of  the  Code,  on  the  same 
matter. 

<<One  can  represent  a  person,  to  the  succession  of  whom^  he  has 
renounced.  Thus  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  children  who  succeed 
by  representation  should  be  heirs  of  their  father  and  mother.  Although 
they  should  have  renounced  their  succession,  they  are  nevertheless 
fit  to  represent  them  in  the  succession  of  their  grandfather,  or  othef 
ascendants.'*    Civil  Code,  148,  art,  25. 
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Now,  here  is  a  provision  which  camioC  be  reconciled  with  the  effect, 
which  it  is  contended  should  be  given  to  the  general  rule  already 
eited.  According  to  that  rule,  the  representative  shall  have  the  same 
tights  as  the  represented.  This  provides,  that  the  child  who  has, 
tenouneed  his  fiither's  succession  may  still  represent  him  in  that  of 
the  grandfather.  It  is  a  formal  provision  of  our  law,  that  chUdren 
who  have  renounced,  or  accepted,  with  the  benefit  of  an  inventory, 
ate  not  responsible  for  the  debts  of  their  ancestor;  then  if  they  can 
represent  their  father,  although  they  have  renounced  bis  estate,  they 
stand  in  a  different  situation  from  him;  for  he  would  have  to  pay 
any  debt  he  might  owe  to  his  father,  or  others. 

The  next  succeeding  article  to  that  just  quoted,  shows  still  more 
clearly,  what  is  meant  by  representation,  and  with  what  hmitation  it 
must  be  understood.  ^<  When  a  persoti  has  been  disinherited  by  his 
hAker  or  mother,  or  excluded  by  cause  of  unworthiness,  his  children 
€a»not  represent  him,  ia  the  succession  of  their  grandfether  or  other 
ascendants,  if  he  is  alive  at  the  time  of  opening  the  succession;  but 
tbey  can  represent  him,  tf  deceased  before.    Civil  Code^  14S,  art.  2B. 

From  this  provision  it  follows,  that  the  representative  may  have 
ttore  rights  than  the  represented.  The  efa^,  if  aKve  could  take 
nothing:  the  child  represents  him,  and  yet  takes  the  share  in  the 
grandfather's  estate,  which  the  fistther  could  not  have  taken. 

Acting  on  the  same  principle,  that  the  representation  of  the  father 
is  a  mere  fiction  of  the  law,  the  legislator  has  affixed  a  most  important 
fimit  to  it,  in  relation  to  the  obligation  of  the  grandchildren  to  collate^ 
The  provision  in  our  Code  is  in  these  words:  "In  like  manner  the 
grandchild,  when  inheriting  in  his  own  name  from  the  grandfather 
or  grandmother,  is  not  obliged  to  refund  the  gifts  made  to  his  father^ 
even  though  he  should  have  accepted  his  succesdon ;  but  if  the  grand* 
child  comes  in  only  by  right  of  representation,  he  must  collate  what 
has  been  given  to  his  father,  even  though  he  should  have  renounced 
bis  succession.    Civil  Code,  194,  art.  203. 

The  difference  of  the  obligation  between  the  father  and  his  son,  in 
regard  to  the  collation  in  the  grandfather's  estate,  cannot  be  more 
strikingly  shown  than  by  quoting  again  from  the  Code  the  provision 
in  respect  to  the  father,  and  placing  it  in  opposition  to  that,  which 
imposes  this  burthen  on  the  grandchild.  When  the  former  partakes^ 
''the  Biass  must  include  the  collations  which  each  co-parcener  may 
have  to  collate,  conformable  to  the  rules  hereafter  prescribed,  for  gif][a 
io  made  to  him,  or  debts  by  him  due«''  But  the  latter  are  only  obliged 
to  bring  in  what  has  been  given  to  their  ancestor.  Now  if  giitsi 
included  debts,  why  the  use  of  the  latter  word  in  speaking  of  the 
obligations  of  the  father?  If  it  did  not,  why  confine  the  oUigatioo- 
of  the  grandchildren  to  what  had  been  given?  The  only  answer 
we  can  conesiveto  this  inquiry  is,  that  the  legislature  intended  to 
make  a  difference.  That  they  have  done  so,  no  one  who  compares 
the  phraseology  of  the  two  provisions,  can  for  one  moment  hesitate 
to  admit. 
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These  positive  provisions  of  our  law,  and  the  reasoning  just  used 
on  thera,  furnish,  we  believe^  a  complete  answer  to  the  maxim  so 
much  pressed  on  us  in  the  argument,  qui  jure  ailerius  uiUur^  eodem 
jure  vH  debet.  To  this  rule,  to  which  it  was  said  there  was  no 
exception,  we  have  seen  there  are  many.  The  error  of  giving  it  so 
much  importance,  proceeds,  from  confounding  representation,  with 
transmission.  The  latter  arises  from  a  right  vested  in  one  person 
being  transferred  to  another.  In  such  case,  he  who  receives  it  can 
have  1)0  other,  or  greater  rights,  than  the  person  from  whom  it  has 
passed.  As,  if  the  father  should  die  after  the  succession  was  opened, 
and  his  children  came  forwards  to  represent  him  in  the  partition  of 
their  grandfather's  estate;  in  such  case  they  could  take  neither  more, 
nor  less,  than  he  did.  But  when  the  father  dies  before  the  grand- 
father, the  grandchildren  do  not  take  their  right  from  their  father; 
they  receive  it  from  the  law,  independent  of  his  acts  or  his  will;  and 
even  when  he  should  have  manifested  a  contrary  intention.  This 
distinction,  which  is  obvious  enough,  does  not  originate  with  this 
court;  it  is  taken  from  the  jurists  and  tribunals  of  France,  who  have 
commented  on  those  articles  of  the  Napoleon  Code,  from  which  ours 
are  copies:  and  they  deduce  from  it  the  necessary  consequence,  that 
the  grandchild,  when  he  comes  in  by  representation,  is  not  obliged 
to  pay  the  debts  of  his  father.  Manuel  de  Droit  Franfaisy  art  744, 
in  note;  Journal  des  JludienceSj  177;  Toullier,  Droit  Civil  Fran- 
faiSy  vol.  4,  lib.  3,  tit.  1,  cap.  3,  nos.  186,  187;  Delvincourt^  Cours 
de  Code  Civil j  Notes  et  EocplicationSy  28;  Paillety  Legislation  et 
Jurisprudence  des  Successions,  vol.  2,  600. 

The  author  last  cited,  in  laying  down  the  principle,  that  the  grand- 
child, when  he  takes  by  representation,  is  not  responsible  for  the  debts 
due  by  the  father,suggests  a  doubt  whether  the  rule  applies  to  those  due 
by  the  latter  to  the  grandfather,  and  refers  to  the  observations  of 
Merlin  on  that  point.  We  have  followed  the  reference,  and  perused 
it  with  attention;  as  we  have  also  a  work  not,  cited  in  argument, 
Chabot  on  SuccessionSy  in  which  the  same  doctrine  is  found.  Both 
these  writers  state,  that  the  grandchild  is  obliged  to  collate,  the  gifts 
made  to  the  father,  and  the  money  lent  to  him.  R^rtoire  de  Ju* 
risprudencCy  vol.  10,/?.  686;  Chabot  sur  la  loi  des  SuccessionSy  (ed« 
1818,)  vol.  S,p.  366. 

We  are  unable  to  see  on  what  grounds  this  doctrine  rests,  or  how 
a  law  which  says,  that  the  grandchild  shall  collate  gifts  made  to  the 
father,  can  be  extended  to  debts  due  by  him  for  the  loan  of  money  on 
interest;  or  any  other  onerous  contract  in  which  the  pecuniary  inte- 
rests of  the  grandfather  formed  the  leading  motive  of  the  contract, 
instead  of  the  advancement  of  his  child;  or  why  the  children  of  the 
grandfather  should  be  preferred  in  virtue  of  such  obligations,  to  any 
other  creditor.  If  by  the  expressions  used  by  Merlin,  un  simple 
prit  d^argenty  be  meant,  a  loan  of  money  without  interest,  the  doc- 
trine is  intelligible  enough;  for,  the  advancement  of  the  father  must 
be  presumed  the  ruling  motive.    Other  writers  confine  the  obligation 
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of  the  grandchildren  to  what  has  been  given*  Toullierj  Droit  Civil 
FranfoiSf  vol,  4,  liv.  3,  tiL  1,  cap.  6,  no.  459;  Debnncourty  Cours 
da  Code  Civil,  vol.  3,  note  to  p.  38. 

The  reasons  addaced  for  establishing  this  doctrine  is,  that  the  rep- 
lesentatiTe  can  not  have  more  rights  than  the  represented.  We  have 
ateeady  expressed  ourselves  fully  on  this  point;  but,  if  this  be  the 
ground  on  which  the  obligation  of  the  grandchild  to  collate  money 
leot  his  father  on  interest  be  placed,  then  we  are  unable  to  perceive 
why  the  obligation  should  stop  there,  or  on  what  solid  grounds^  debts 
doe  for  property  sold  to  the  father,  or  on  any  other  onerous  contract, 
should  be  excluded;  yet,  not  a  writer  whom  we  have  been  able  to 
consult,  carries  the  obligation  thus  far.  To  this  doctrine,  therefore, 
we  caimot  assent,  opposed  as  it  is,  to  what  we  believe  the  language 
and  the  spirit  of  the  law,  and  to  show  more  clearly  the  soundness  of 
the  construction  we  have  adopted,  and  place  the  whole  merits  of  this 
part  of  the  subject  at  once  before  the  minds  of  others,  we  shall  bring 
together  the  several  enactments,  and  close  our  observations  on  their 
legal  construction,  by  reference  to  a  general  principle,  the  truth  of 
whieh  we  have  never  heard  contested. 

The  first  provision  in  the  Code  which  furnishes  the  general  prin- 
ciple, declares,  that  the  representative  shall  have  the  same  rights  as 
the  represented. 

The  second  provides,  in  relation  to  this  particular  subject,  that  the 
represented  (the  father)  shall  collate  the  debts  due  by  him. 

The  third  declares,  that  the  representative  (the  grandchild)  shall 
collate  the  gifts  made  (to  the  father)  the  represented. 

The  question,  then  is,  whether  the  limitation  here  affixed  to  the 
general  principle,  is  to  control  it.  Now,  there  is  no  rule  better  known, 
and  we  may  add,  more  frequently  acted  on  in  the  interpretation  of 
statutes,  than  this:  that  general  provisions  are  controlled,  by  special 
eoactuEients  which  follow  them.  They  are  always  understood  to  be 
ecxceptions,  which  the  lawmaker  establishes  to  the  general  principle 

And  why  should  this  exception  not  be  made?  Bnd  is  not  the  Umi- 
tation  which  the  legislature  has  thought  proper  to  affix  to  the  rule, 
wise,  just  and  politic?  are  questions  which  this  court  has  frequently 
asked  itself  in  the  examination  of  this  subject.  The  object  of  the  law 
is,  to  prevent  one  child  from  profiting  by  parental  affection,  at  the 
expense  of  the  other.  But  when  the  object  of  the  contract  has  not 
been  the  gratification  of  this  ill  regulated  fieelmg  on  the  part  of  the 
parent,  but  to  benefit  himself,  and  promote  his  pecaniary  interests; 
whether  that  object  be  ascertained  from  selling  to  the  child  property 
at  a  high  price,  or  lending  him  money  at  the  heaviest  rate  of  interest 
which  the  law  will  allow;  he  ought  not,  nor  his  heirs  ought  not,  to 
stand  in  a  better  situation  than  other  creditors.  Where  gain  is  the 
naotire  the  risk  of  loss  shotUd  be  the  consequence.  Nor  can  it  be 
excluded  from  the  consideration  of  this  part  of  the  subject,  that  the 
influence  of  parental  authority,  and  the  confidence  which  flows  from 
fitiat  affection,  may  induce  the  child  to  enter  into  contracts  with  the 
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father,  which  would  not  be  made  with  other  persons/and  that  the 
law  is  both  benevolent  and  wise,  in  refusing  to  snch  agreements  any 
preference  over  others. 

But  it  is  said  this  construction  violates  every  principle  of  equity. 
If  by  equity  be  meant  giving  to  each  child,  and  the  representatives 
of  each  child,  exactly  the  same  sum  out  of  the  grandfather's  estate, 
then  this  opinion  does  violate  that  equity.  But  abstractedly  con- 
sidered, we  apprehend  there  are  few  who  will  admit  this  proposition: 
this  court  cannot.  The  equity,  independent  of  positive  regulation, 
we  should  rather  think  depends  on  the  particular  circumstances  of 
each  case.  If  the  grandchildren,  to  the  claims  of  orphanship  and 
infancy,  add  those  of  poverty;  and  are  opposed  to  wealth,  and  age, 
the  equity  would  be  the  other  way.  But  those  matters  depend 
entirely  on  positive  law,  and  the  opinion  we  have  enounced,  can  only 
he  inequitable  in  as  much  as  it  is  contrary  to  law.  When  all  the 
parents  are  dead,  the  grandchildren,  by  a  positive  provision  of  our 
Code,  take  alike,  no  matter  what  sum  their  fathers  or  mothers  may 
have  received.  By  the  former  jurisprudence  of  this  country,  grand- 
children were  not  obliged  to  collate  even  the  gifts  made  to  their 
Earent,  unless  the  object  given,  descended  to  them  and  they  profited 
y  it.  The  equity,  therefore,  relied  on,  receives  as  little  sanction 
from  our  ancient  and  present  legislation,  as  it  does  from  the  common 
feelings  of  mankind.  Civil  Code,  194,  art.  203;  Febrero,p.  1,  cap^  1, 
sect.  7,  no.  117. 

The  real  question  in  the  cause  is,  was  the  money  given  in  advance- 
ment of  the  son's  claims  in  the  succession  of  the  grandfather?  If  it 
was,  then  the  grandchild  should  collate  it.  If  on  the  contrary,  it 
was  a  contract  by  which  the  parties  became  creditor  and  debtor  in 
the  common  acceptation  of  the  terms,  then  it  must  stand  on  the  same 
footing  as  ordinary  claims  arising  out  of  agreements  entered  into 
with  strangers.  The  appellees,  aware  of  this,  produced  parol  evi- 
dence in  the  court  of  the  first  instance,  to  take  the  transaction  out  of 
the  ordinary  course  of  business,  as  evidenced  by  the  obligation. 
Before,  however,  noticing  that  evidence,  it  is  proper  to  set  out  the 
note  itself.    The  following  is  a  translation  of  it: 

958,564.  New  Orleans,  30  April,  1822. 

On  the  first  day  of  April,  1826, 1  promise  to  pay  to  the  order  of 
Mr.  Jean  Noel  Destrehan,  at  the  domicil  of  Mr.  David  Oliver,  the 
sum  of  fifty-eight  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-four  dollars,  value 
received. 

(Signed)  G.  N.  Destrehan. 

Of  this  sum,  according  to  the  grandchildren,  21,000  dollars  was 
composed  of  interest,  but  the  appellees  insist  that  only  18,564  hilars 
of  the  whole  amount  was  formed  in  this  way.  It  is  immaterial  which 
we  adopt,  in  seeking  for  the  character  of  the  transaction. 

Scarcely  any  agreement  which  could  be  produced  in  a  court  of 
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justice,  would  less  evidence  an  intention  of  a  father  bestowing  a 
benefit,  or  conferring  an  advantage  on  his  child.  The  note  is  made 
negotiable,  and  a  domicil  different  from  that  of  the  drawer,  given  to 
facilitate  this  object.  The  heaviest  rate  of  interest  which  the  law 
will  permit  is  charged;  and  a  certain  day  fixed  for  the  payment,  at 
the  expiration  of  which  it  could  be  enforced.  We  are  at  loss  to 
imagine  what  other  features  could  have  belonged  to  the  contract,  if 
the  son  had  borrowed  from  a  total  stranger.  The  term  of  credit 
given,  shows  almost  conclusively,  that  the  son  was  not  to  pay  out  of 
his  claims  on  the  father's  estate.  The  heavy  rate  of  interest  repels 
the  idea,  that  any  advantage  was  to  be  conferred. 

Nothing  in  the  parol  evidence  destroys  the  strong  conviction  pro- 
duced by  these  facts. 

The  first  witness  says,  he  understood  from  the  son  that  the  note 
was  given  for  difierent  advances  which  the  father  had  made  to  him, 
and  that  the  son  in  speaking  of  them,  spoke  of  them  as  sums  which 
he  would  never  be  called  on  to  repay,  and  stated  that  it  appeared  to 
be  his  father's  intention  to  make  the  advances  part  of  the  share  which 
might  be  coming  to  him  out  of  his  father's  estate. 

That  such  was  the  son's  hope  we  believe;  but  the  contract  shows 
that  it  depended  entirely  on  the  father's  pleasure,  whether  that  hope 
should  be  realised  or  not  The  witness  does  not  state  the  money 
was  lent  on  these  terms.  The  note  contradicts  any  such  idea.  The 
son  did  not  say  the  father  had  given  him  the  money  in  advance  of 
what  he  might  except  as  heir.  He  only-stated  that  it  appeared  to 
be  bis  intention  to  consider  it  such. 

This  evidence  does  not  take  the  case  out  of  an  ordinary  loan  of 
interest 

That  in  relation  to  the  expressions  used  by  the  father,  is  still  weaker. 
There  is  no  acknowledgment  by  him,  that  the  money  was  given  to 
his  son,  nor  any  thing  like  it,  unless  one  should  consider  such  the 
statement,  of  the  witness,  that  Mr.  Destrehan  the  father,  manifested 
some  reluctance  in  making  the  advance  of  40,000  dollars,  to  his  son 
G.  N.  Destrehan,  and  observed  "  that  he  did  so  on  account  of  the 
plantation  then  purchased  by  his  son."  But  these  expressions  are 
too  equivocal,  to  destroy  the  plain  import  of  the  instrument  An 
engagement,  to  pay  at  a  certain  time  with  interest,  is  better  evidence 
of  what  the  parties  meant,  than  that  furnished  by  conversations  of 
this  kind. 

The  strongest  argument,  in  favor  of  the  father's  intention  to  con- 
sider tliis  as  money  given  to  the  heir,  is  the  entrusting  him  so  large  a 
sum  of  money  without  security.  And  we  do  believe  that  it  may 
have  entered  into  the  consideration  of  the  former,  that  if  the  money 
was  not  repaid  the  son  would  be  obliged  to  collate  it  out  of  his  claims 
on  the  succession.  But  it  is  clear  that  he  did  not  look  to  that  alone, 
that  he  reserved  to  himself  the  right  of  enforcing  his  demand,  when- 
ever the  credit  which  he  gave  should  expire. 

We  therefore  conclude  that  the  money,  which  formed  the  conside- 
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ration  of  this  note,  was  not  a  gift  from  the  father  to  the  son;  and  that^ 
as  the  law  confines  the  obligaton  of  the  grandchildren,  to  bring  into 
collation  that  which  was  given  to  their  father,  the  court  below  erred 
in  compelling  the  appellants  to  deduct  it  out  of  their  share  in  J.  N. 
Destrehan's  estate. 

In  the  examination  of  this  case  a  difficulty  occurred  to  us,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  manner  in  which  the  minor  heirs  have  entered  into  the 
succession  of  their  father.  We  have  doubted  whether  an  absolute 
renunciation  was  not  necessary,  instead  of  an  acceptance  witli  the 
benefit  of  an  inventory.  It  is  stated  affirmatively  by  several  of  the 
writers,  that  grandchildren  taking  the  property  in  the  grandfather's 
estate,  are  not  responsible  for  the  debts  of  the  father,  when  theyre- 
nounce  the  succession  of  the  latter.  Their  rights,  when  they  accept 
with  the  benefit  of  an  inventory,  do  not  seem  to  have  been  noticed. 
After  much  reflection  we  are  unable  to  distinguish  the  one  case  from 
the  other.  The  beneficiary  heir  is  regarded  merely  as  the  adminis- 
trator of  the  estate.  And  he  is  responsible  no  further  than  for  the 
amount  of  the  property  belonging  to  the  father,  which  comes  into 
his  hands.  Now  that  which  the  grandchild  takes  in  the  grand- 
father's estate  is  not  the  property  of  the  father,  for  the  latter  died 
before  the  succession  was  opened,  consequently  nothing  was  vested 
in  him,  which  he  could  transmit  to  the  son. 

This  case,  as  it  will  be  seen,  is  one  in  which  there  is  much  difficulty, 
and  we  have  felt  considerable  doubts  in  regard  to  the  true  constnic- 
tion  of  the  articles  in  our  Code  on  which  this  contest  has  arisen.  That 
which  we  have  given,  we  believe  to  be  freer  from  objections,  than 
any  other  which  can  be  adopted,  and  on  the  whole  we  do  not  think 
that  the  former  judgment  of  the  court  requires  any  alteration. 


Ludeling  v.  His  Creditors.     IV,  N.  S.  601. 

Bj  the  Sptnish  law  oppotitioo  to  a  tableau  of  diatribution  iu  a  case  of  baDkruptcj  moat 

be  made  in  wriUn|f. 
The  nature  of  the  Spanish  action  jnida  de  eomcur$o  conaidered. 

FOURTH  District 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 
This  case  is  presented  on  an  assignment  of  errors. 
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The  syndics  of  the  insolvent  filed  the  tableau  of  distribution,  and 
gave  public  notice  in  writing  to  the  creditors  of  the  estate,  to  show 
cause,  on  the  second  day  of  the  term  of  the  court  ensuing,  that  at 
which  the  order  was  granted,  why  the  said  tableau  should  not  be 
confirmed. 

No  opposition  in  writing  was  filed,  at  the  time  mentioned  in  the 
notice;  but  the  case  being  called  on  a  subsequent  day,  several  of  the 
creditors  appeared  and  objected  orally  to  the  correctness  of  the  ta* 
bleau.  Tlieir  right  to  do  so  was  contested,  but  the  court  received  their 
opposition  and  the  proofs  offered,  and  gave  judgment,  by  which  the 
amount  to  be  pafd  some  creditors,  and  the  order  and  rank  in  which 
others  should  be  paid,  were  different  from  that  given  in  the  tableau 
of  distribution. 

The  legality  of  that  proceeding  has  been  contested  before  us,  and 
we  think  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  of  its  irregularity. 

If  tiie  question  were  to  be  decided  by  the  particular  provisions  of 
our  law,  on  the  subject  of  surrenders,  it  would  be  too  plain  for  argUr 
ment.  The  act  of  1817  requires,  that  after  the  tableau  of  distribution 
has  been  placed  in  court  by  the  syndics,  any  creditors  who  object  to 
it,  shall  file  their  opposition  in  the  clerk's  office.  A  compliance  with 
this  provision  necesarily  requires,  the  opposition  should  be  made  in 
writing.    Acts  of  1817,  p.  142,  sect.  136,  137. 

But  it  is  contended,  these  proceedings  commenced  by  an  applica- 
tion for  a  forced  surrender;  that  by  the  rules  of  the  Spanish  law,  this 
opposition  might  be  made  orally.  If  these  rules  were  found  to 
contain  any  thing  different  from  our  present  regulations  on  this  point, 
it  might  be  made  a  question,  and  a  serious  one  too,  whether  the  repeal 
of  the  law,  giving  that  remedy  previous  to  the  final  homologation  of 
the  proceedings,  did  not  deprive  the  court  of  the  power  ,to  pursue  any 
longer  the  forms  which  it  prescribes.  It  might  perhaps  be  urged, 
that  as  the  legislature  have  the  complete  control  over  renoedies,  no 
right  can  be  vested  in  any  one  to  use  them  longer  than  they  are  per- 
mitted to  remain  in  force,  and  that  the  circumstance  of  proceedings 
being  commenced  under  them,  cannot  enable  the  party  to  continue  to 
9cl  under  their  authority,  after  they  have  ceased  to  exist.  Our  un- 
derstanding, however,  of  the  ancient  laws  of  the  country,  precludes 
the  necessity  of  examining  this  question. 

Before  we  go  into  the  consideration  of  the  mode,  in  which  the  plead- 
ings in  a  cause  were  permitted  in  the  Spanish  courts,  and  the  conies- 
tatio  litis  formed,  it  is  proper  to  consider  the  nature  of  the  action  in 
which  this  contest  has  arisen,  and  the  situation  of  the  parties  to  it. 
It  is  that  known  to  the  laws  of  Spain  by  the  appellation  oijuicio  dt 
concurso^  and  it  diflFers  from  every  other  in  this  important  particular, 
that  all  the  parties  to  it,  except  the  insolvent,  are  at  once  plaintiffs, 
and  defendants.  Each  creditor  is  plaintiff  against  the  failing  debtor, 
to  recover  the  amount  due  by  him,  and  against  the  co-creditors  to 
diminish  the  amount  they  demand  from  the  estate;  and  each  is  of 
necessity  defendant,  against  the  opposition  made  by  the  other  credit- 
VoL.  III.— 35 
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OTs  against  his  demand.  From  the  peculiar  situation,  in  which  the 
parties  are  thus  placed,  many  distinct  and  separate  suits  arise,  and 
are  decided  during  the  pendency  of  the  main  one  by  the  insolvent,  in 
which  they  originate.  But  this  peculiarity  in  the  mode  of  litigating 
the  matters  in  dispute  between  those  persons  to  whom  the  bankrupt  is 
mdebted,  works  no  change  in  the  necessity  of  the  proceedings  being 
conducted  in  conformity  with  those  fundamental  principles  which 
govern  all  suits  tried  in  a  court  of  justice.  In  every  separate  judg- 
ment which  may  be  pronounced,  there  must  be  both  acior  ei  reus; 
the  contestatio  litis  must  be  formed;  and  the  parties,  unless  they 
make  default,  must  be  heard.  These  are  essential  requisites  to  every 
judgment,  in  every  country,  and  in  every  case:  without  them,  no 
decree  can  be  validly  pronounced,  and  which  would  not,  if  these  fiicts 
were  disclosed,  on  the  face  of  it,  import  nullity. 

If  we  leave  this  ground,  which  is  not  only  supported  by  positive 
law,  but  has  its  origin  in  the  nature  of  things,  and  the  first  principles 
of  justice,  and  look  into  the  expediency  of  the  rule  in  relation  to  causes 
such  as  that  before  us,  no  case  can  be  imagined  which  calls  more 
emphatically  for  a  strict  observance  of  it  B^ch  of  the  creditors  finds 
himself  thrown  into  court  with,  most  frequently,  a  number  of  other 
persons,  all  in  pursuit  of  the  same  object  as  himself.  He  knows  that 
he  must  prove  in  the  first  instance  his  claim  against  the  insolvent's 
estate,  and  he  comes  prepared  to  do  so.  This  proof  once  made,  is  so 
generally  acquiesced  in,  that  it  is  rare  the  party  making  it  prepares 
himself  to  prove  his  debt  again,  unless  warned  to  do  so,  by  the  oppo- 
sition filed  by  some  other  creditor.  No  case,  then,  can  be  imagined 
where  is  greater  necessity  that  he  should  be  informed  by  the  plead- 
ings, of  the  necessity  of  producing  his  proofs.  It  is  essential  to  guard 
against  surprise,  and  to  prevent  confusion  among  so  many  litigants. 

From  these  considerations,  we  are  perfectly  clear,  the  litis  conies- 
tatio  must  be  formed  among  the  creditors,  before  the  court  can  pro- 
nounce judgment  on  the  force  of  their  respective  claims,  as  against 
each  other.    It  only  remains  to  inquire,  if  it  was  formed  in  this  case. 

The  appellees  contend  it  was,  becBiuse  the  creditors  who  considered 
themselves  aggrieved  by  the  tableau,  made  opposition  orally  in  open 
court  to  the  homologation;  but  to  this  position  we  can  by  no  means 
assent  Leaving  out  of  view  the  knowledge  we  have  of  the  practice 
in  the  Spanish  courts,  from  those  proceedings  which  have  passed 
under  our  examination,  where  not  only  the  pleadings,  but  the  proof 
was  reduced  to  writing,  and  every  thing  done  or  said  put  on  the  re- 
cord with  a  painful  minuteness,  we  have  only  to  recur  to  the  statutes 
of  that  country  to  be  satisfied  how  unsupported  they  leave  the  pro- 
ceedings which  took  place  here.  By  the  laws  of  the  Partidasy  plead- 
ings in  court  were  directed  to  be  in  writing,  even  in  the  illiterate  state 
of  society,  existing  when  that  work  was  promulgated.  Partida  3, 
tit.  2,  law  41.  A  subsequent  law  of  the  Recopilacion  permitted 
them  to  be  made  verbally;  but  Febrero  tells  us  it  was  not  in  use, and 
that  pleadings  must  be  in  writing,  according  to  another  provision 
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found  in  the  same  work.    Febrero^  p.  2,  lib.  3,  cap.  1,  sect  2,  no. 
SO. 

But  were  we  even  to  admit  that  suits  could  have  been  carried  on, 
and  issue  joined  by  oral  allegations,  in  the  Spanish  courts,  the  pro- 
ceedings in  this  case  would  still  be  irregular.  The  laws  establishing 
the  practice  in  our  tribunals,  require  the  petition  and  answer  to  be  in 
writing,  and  it  has  not  even  been  pretended  since  the  establishment 
of  our  government  in  I^uisiana,  that  actions  could  be  commenced, 
or  conducted,  in  any  other  way  but  by  written  allegations. 

We  have  already  seen,  that  on  general  principles,  this  case  formed 
no  exception  to  the  ordinary  rules.  An  examination  of  the  authors 
who  treat  professedly  of  this  judgment,  leads  us  to  the  same  result. 
Febrero,  after  observing  that  all  the  parties  to  the  concurao  are  plain- 
tiffs, and  defendants,  states,  that  copies  of  what  each  allege  or  pretend, 
should  be  given  to  the  opposite  party;  and,  that  if  their  papers  are 
returned  without  answer,  he  who  returns  them  shall  be  considered  in 
default,  and  proceedings  shall  then  be  had  as  in  an  ordinary  suit. 
Febrero^  lib.  3,  cap.  3,  sect.  1,  no.  29. 

The  same  author  tells  us,  that  the  sentence  of  gradation,  or  in  our 
l^al  phraseology,  the  decree  which  settles  the  rank  and  order  in 
which  each  areditor  should  be  paid,  does  not  aflFect  the  rights  of  those 
who  were  not  cited,  and  ignorant  of  the  proceedings;  but  if  those  who 
were  cited  consent  expressly,  or  remain  silent,  the  decision  has  the 
authority  of  the  thing  judged.  This  is  almost  the  case  before  us,  and 
it  is  precisely  that  of  which  the  appellants  complam;  that  although  no 
oppoisition  was  made  against  the  tableau,  (for  a  verbal  opposition  is 
the  same  as  none,)  the  court  went  into  an  examination  of  the  case  on 
the  merits,  and  did  not  give  to  the  tableau,  as  filed,  the  authority  of 
res  judicata.  It  is  somewhat  difficult  to  ascertain  from  the  Spanish 
books  of  practice,  whether  the  sentence  of  gradation,  seniencia  de 
graduacion,  was  made  on  a  tableau  filed  by  the  syndics,  or  settled 
in  the  first  instance  by  the  judge,  after  calling  the  parties  before  him. 
We  incline  to  think  the  latter  was  the  ordinary  mode.  But  whether 
it  was  or  not,  the  principle  on  which  the  affirmation  of  the  decree  was 
made,  namely,  want  of  opposition,  is  the  same.  It  makes  no  difier- 
ence  whether  the  judge  tells  the  creditor,  you  shall  be  paid  according 
to  the  order  and  rank  which  I  have  given  you,  and  if  you  do  not 
make  opposition  or  show  cause  against  this  decree  it  will  become 
final,  or  the  syndics  calling  on  the  creditors  to  show  cause  why  the 
gradation  which  they  have  given  to  each  of  them  shall  not  be  con- 
firmed, and  become  the  judgment  of  the  court.  The  consent  which 
is  inferred  firom  their  silence  is  as  strong  in  one  case  as  the  other,  and 
the  consequences  must,  in  onr  opinion,  be  the  same. 

The  respect  which  this  court  feels  for  that  first  principle  of  justice, 
that  no  man  should  be  condemned  unheard,  unless  he  chooses  to  be 
so,  by  refusing  or  neglecting  the  right  which  the  law  gives  him,  calls, 
in  the  instance  before  us,  for  a  reversal  of  the  judgment  of  the  inferior 
court     The  syndics  filed  a  tableau  of  distribution,  and  gave  notice  to 
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all  the  creditors  who  were  not  satisfied  with  the  classification  there 
made  of  their  claims,  to  appear  on  or  before  a  particular  time  and 
oppose  it  This  opposition  was  not  made  in  writing,  nor  even  ver- 
bally until  the  moment  the  tableau  was  called  up  for  homologation. 
Those  who  were  satisfied  with  the  amount  given  and  rank  assigned 
them,  had  no  occasion,  nor  could  they  have  conceived  it  necessary  to 
be  ready  to  support  their  pretensions,  as  they  were  not  informed  by 
the  pleadings  that  their  claims  were  contested,  A  judgment  then 
which  passed  on  these  claims,  to  their  prejudice,  is  well  assigned  as 
error,  if  pronounced  without  issue  joined,  and  decided  on  the  rights 
of  parties  who  were  not  in  default,  without  hearing  them.  In  any 
case  this  would  be  bad ;  it  is  more  particularly  so  after  the  presump- 
tion raised  by  the  tableau,  acknowledging  their  debts,  and  assigning 
them  a  rank  in  which  they  should  be  paid. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment  of 
the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  it  is  further 
ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  tableau  of  distribution,  filed 
by  the  syndics,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  homologated,  the  costs  of 
the  appeal  to  be  paid  by  the  appellees. 

Seghers,  for  the  plaintiffs. 


Babin  et  al.  v.  Laine  el  al.     IV,  N.  S.  611. 

SECOND  District. 

The  third  possessor,  who  makes  no  defence  when  cited  by  the 
mortgagee,  cannot  afterwards  stay  the  execution.  Civil  Code,  p. 
462. 
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Corporation  v.  Paulding.     IV,  N.  S.  614. 

FIRST  District 

If  the  appellant  was  not  a  party  to  the  original  suit,  and  the  facts 
on  which  his  right  of  appeal  rests,  be  denied,  the  case  will  be  sent 
back  to  have  them  tested. 


Akin  et  al.  v.  Bedford  et  al     IV,  N.  S.  615. 

The  [daintiff  is  not  bound  to  exhibit  any  proof  of  his  allegrations  which  are  not  denied  by 

the  answer. 

FIRST  District. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  plaintiffs  claim  4732  dollars  4  cents,  the  net  proceeds  of  fifty 
hogsheads  of  tobacco,  sold  for  them  by  the  defendants. 

The  answer  admits  the  defendants  received  fifty  hogsheads  ot 
tobacco  of  the  plaintiffs,  which  they  sold,  according  to  the  instructions 
of  the  latter,  ai)d  remitted  to  them  a  draft  of  E.  Fiske,for  4732  dollars 
4  cents,  the  net  proceeds. 

The  plaintiffs  were  nonsuited  and  appealed. 

It  appears  that  the  case  was  submitted  to  the  district  judge,  on  the 
petition  and  answer.  He  thought  the  plaintiffs  had  not  made  out 
their  case,  and  could  not  recover  without  using  the  answer  in  evidence; 
and  if  they  did,  this  document,  with  the  admission  of  the  debt,  con- 
tained an  averment  of  payment,  which  could  not  be  separated  from 
the  admission. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  allegations  of  the  petition,  so  far  as 
they  went  to  establish  the  sale  of  the  tobacco  by  the  defendants,  for 
the  plaintiffs,  not  being  denied  by  the  answer,  the  latter  were  nfot 
under  any  obligation  to  administer  evidence  of  it. 

The  answer  denied  the  liability  of  the  defendants,  on  the  ground 
that  they  sent  the  plaintiffs  a  draft  in  payment.    It  does  not  even 
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allege  that  this  remittance  was  made  by  order  of  the  plaintiffs.  Even 
if  it  did,  this  circumstance  ought  to  have  been  proved;  for  every  fact, 
not  admitted  in  the  petition,  advanced  by  the  defendant, is,  according 
to  our  practice,  (which  does  not  admit  of  a  replication,)  held  to  be 
denied  by  the  plaintiff*. 

The  court,  in  our  opinion,  erred  in  nonsuiting  the  plaintiffs;  and 
as,  on  this  being  done,  the  defendants  could  not  well  have  introduced 
evidence  in  support  of  their  averment,  we  cannot  well  give  a  final 
judgment. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  and  the  case  remanded  for  trial, 
the  defendants  and  appellees  paying  costs  in  this  court. 

Eusiis,  for  the  plaintiffs. 

M^  Caleb  and  Byrnes,  for  the  defendants. 


Troppe  et  at.  v.  Bayon.     IV,  N.  S.  618. 

SECOND  District. 

When  the  evidence  is  contradictory,  damages  will  not  be  given  on 
appeal  for  frivolity. 


Barbegur  et  al.  v.  Their  Creditors.     IV,  N.  S.  434. 

FIRST  District. 

Where  the  cession  is  accepted  and  a  syndic  appointed,  the  insol- 
vent has  no  power  to  affiect  the  rights  of  the  creditors  who  voted  for 
syndics  and  bring  the  proceedings  before  the  court. 

The  tableau  of  distribution  cannot  be  homologated  till  the  creditors 
are  cited,  and  this  should  appear  on  the  record. 
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Lafitte  V.  Duncan.     IV,  N.  S.  622. 

An  appeal  cannot  be  granted  to  a  party  who  ia  without  pecuniary  interest 

FIRST  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  defendant  has  applied  for  a  rule  on  the  judge  of  the  first  dis- 
trict, to  show  cause  why  a  mandamus  should  not  issue,  compelling 
him  to  grant  an  appeal  from  an  order,  by  which  the  defendant  was 
directed  to  hand  oyer  to  his  successor  in  office,  the  books,  papers  and 
documents  belonging  to  it. 

The  judge  has  returned,  as  cause  for  his  refusal,  that  the  defendant 
had  no  pecuniary  interest  in  the  subject-matter  on  which  the  man- 
damus was  granted ;  that  the  records  belong  exclusively  to  the  public, 
and  not  to  him. 

The  defendant,  in  controverting  this  return,  has  very  properly 
admitted,  that  when  a  notary  resigns  his  office,  the  documents  and 
papers  belonging  to  it  are  not  his  property,  but  the  public's;  but  he 
has  contended  that  the  order  goes  too  far,  for  it  embraces  papers 
which  belong  to  him  in  his  private  and  individual  capacity;  such 
as  copies  that  may  be  already  made  out  of  deeds  heretofore  passed 
iniL 

If  the  order  granted  by  the  judge  was  understood  by  us  in  that 
light,  a  proper  case  of  appeal  might  perhaps  be  made  out;  but  the 
court  understands  it  in  a  quite  diflferent  light  Its  words  are,  *<The 
books,  papers  and  documents  which  appertain  to  the  office,"  and 
mean  nothing  more  than  those  things  which  he  was  bound  to  preserve 
his  official  capacity. 

Let  the  rule  be  discharged  at  the  cost  of  the  defendant. 

Ripley  and  Conrad^  for  the  plaintiffi 

SegherSy  for  the  defendant 
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Franklin  Bank  v.  Nolte  et  al.     IV,  N.  S.  624. 

FIRST  District. 

If  a  creditor  sues  an  insolvent  debtor  who  has  not  put  him  on  his 
bilan,  the  case  will  be  cumulated  with  the  proceedings  of  the  other 
creditors.  Affirmed  upon  the  decision  m  Taylor  v.  Hollander,  4 
N.  S.  535. 


Clark  V.  Oddie.     IV,  N.  S.  625. 

FIRST  District 

This  was  the  case  of  a  judgment  signed  on  the  14th  of  April,  when 
the  order  suspending  all  proceedings  against  defendant  had  been 
already  made  on  the  12th.  Held,  no  judicial  proceeding  carried  on 
after  that  order  could  give  one  creditor  preference  over  another. 


Jordan  v.  White.     IV,  N.  S.  626. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

Case  of  a  decree  of  judge  a  quo  turning  on  questions  of  fact,  which 
the  Supreme  Court  now  affirm  of  course,  the  conclusion  of  the  judge 
from  the  evidence  not  being  manifestly  erroneous. 
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Dreux  v.  His  Creditors.     IV,  N.  S.  629. 

FIRST  District. 

A  mortgage  creditor  does  not  lose  his  rank,  because  the  register 
overlooked  his  mortgage. 

If  the  mortgagor's  wife  renounces  her  right,  she  will  be  postponed 
to  the  mortgagee. 


Astor  V.  Syndics  of  Saul  et  al     IV,  N.  S.  632. 

If  a  creditor  claim  to  be  paid  by  the  preference  on  the  insolvent's  bank  stock,  pledged  to 
him,  his  claim  must  be  settled  contradictorily,  with  all  the  other  creditors,  after  the 
tableau  is  made. 

FIRST  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  petition  appears  to  have  been  filed  in  this^ase  after  the  parties 
defendant  had  become  insolvent,  and  before  syndics  were  appointed. 
The  plaintiff  alleges  that  he  lent  to  the  defendants  64,000  dollars,  on  a 
pledge  of  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Orleans,  to  the  same  amount,  and  the 
certificates  for  the  same  were  delivered  into  his  possession.  He  avers 
that  he  has  reason  to  believe  that  other  creditors  will  obtain  judg- 
ments against  the  pawnors,  and  have  the  stock  disposed  of  to  his 
prejudice.  He,  therefore,  prays  for  a  sequestration  of  the  property, 
that  his  rights,  liens  and  claims  on  it  may  be  declared  valid;  and 
further,  that  it  may  be  decreed  to  be  his  property,  and  sold  or  other- 
wise disposed  of  as  the  law  directs,  for  the  payment  and  satisfaction 
of  his  debt 

A  supplemental .  petition,  subsequently  filed,  made  the  syndics 
parties,  and  they  appeared  and  pleaded  the  general  issue  and  the 
nullity  of  the  privilege  set  up,  in  consequence  of  the  neglect  to 
record  it. 

The  case  was  tried  on  its  merits  in  the  court  below,  and  argued 
here  on  the  same  grounds. 
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We  are  of  opinion  that  the  cause  is  not  before  us  in  such  a  shape^ 
and  at  such  a  time,  as  that  final  judgment  can  be  given  on  it 

It  is  too  clear  to  admit  of  argument,  that  the  pledge  set  up  by  the 
plaintiff,  supposing  it  clothed  with  all  necessary  forms,  did  not  transfer 
the  property;  it  still  remained  in  the  insolvents,  and  only  conferred  a 
right  to  be  paid  in  preference  to  other  creditors. 

It  follows,  then,  that  this  property  must  pass  into  the  hands  of  the 
syndics,  be  sold  by  them,  and  the  proceeds  enter  into  the  general 
mass;  and  that  out  of  these  proceeds  the  plaintiff  will  be  paid,  accord- 
ing to  the  rank  and  order  of  his  privilege. 

What  that  rank  and  order  may  be  can  only  be  settled  contradic- 
torily with  the  other  creditors,  on  the  syndics  filing  their  tableau  of 
distribution.  A  judgment  rendered  now,  would  not  form  res  judicata 
on  the  matter  put  at  issue.  In  every  concursoy  all  the  creditors  are 
at  once  plaintiffs  and  defendants,  and  most  especially  so  to  dispute 
the  preference  wliich  one  may  claim  over  another.  The  syndics 
cannot,  either  by  their  admissions  or  by  a  judgment  in  a  suit  carried 
on  against  them,  conclude  the  creditors  as  to  a  preference  claimed, 
for  each  has  a  right  to  contest  it  individually,  after  the  tableau  is  filed« 
To  sanction  the  course  of  proceeding  resorted  to,  would  be  intro- 
ducing a  practice  which  would  lead  to  great  confusion,  and  most 
urmecessary  expense.  Instead  of  the  claims  of  all  the  creditors  to 
privileges  being  settled  in  one  judgment,  we  should  have  as  many 
separate  suits  as  there  were  creditors.  If  legal,  these  suits  could 
have  no  useful  object,  because  the  relative  rank  of  each  can  only  be 
ascertained  after  hearing  all,  and  that  can  not  be  done  before  an 
opportunity  is  given  to  all  to  present  their  claims.  As  these  reasons 
would  not  be  so  strong  if  judgment  was  pronounced  against  the 
plaintiff,  it  may  perhaps  be  supposed  that  this  opinion  implies  that 
he  must  recover;  but  we  desire  to  guard  against  such  inference,  by 
stating,  that  the  conclusions  to  which  we  have  arrived,  are  drawn 
from  reasons  applicable  to  all  cases  so  circumstanced;  and  that  it  is 
to  be  understood  that  nothing  is  decided  in  relation  to  the  merits  of 
that  now  before  the  court. 

In  whatever  point  of  view,  therefore,  the  subject  can  be  considered, 
the  judgment  of  the  court  below  was  erroneous:  the  cause  ought  to 
have  been  cumulated  with  the  other  proceedings  in  concurso. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  iudgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  ana  that  this 
cause  be  remanded  to  the  district  court,  to  be  proceeded  in  according 
to  law,  the  appellees  paying  the  costs  of  this  appeal. 

Grymesj  for  the  plaintiff. 

EustiSy  for  the  defendants. 
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Leblanc  v.  Johns.     IV,  N/S.  635. 

FOURTH  District. 

If  a  party  prays  for  a  jury,  and  yet  suflfers  the  trial  to  proceed 
without  one,  being  present,  the  jury  is  waived. 


Ludeling's  Syndics  v.  Poydras's  Executors. 
IV,  N,  S.  637. 

THIRD  District. 

If  the  law,  which  prescribes  the  mode  of  citing  an  insolvent's  cre- 
ditor, when  the  syndics  present  the  tableau,  be  repealed,  and  the 
proceedings  are  continued  on  to  final  judgment,  without  any  objec- 
tion below  or  in  this  court,  the  error  is  waived. 

Creditors  are  cited  to  oppose  the  tableau,  by  publications,  but  to 
bring  them  into  court  in  the  first  instance,  personal  notice  is  neces- 
sary as  to  those  who  reside  in  the  parish. 

In  New  Orleans,  publication  in  the  papers,  or  a  notice  stuck  up 
may  be  resorted  to. 


Brown  v.  SauFs  Syndics.     IV,  N.  S.  640. 

,FIRST  District. 
Same  case  as  Astor  v.  Syndics  of  Saul  and  Morgan,  4  N.  S.  632. 
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Brooke,  Allen  &  Co.  v.  Louisiana  State  Insurance  Com- 
pany.    IV,  N.  S.  640. 

la  a  policy  of  insurance  the  written  controls  the  printed  port 

DiBCUMion  of  the  principle,  that  a  total  lo$8  of  any  partt  U  a  total  loss  within  the  mean- 
ing  of  the  policy. 

FIRST  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

This  action  is  brought  on  a  valued  policy  of  insurance.  The  plain- 
tifis  claim  the  whole  amount  The  defendants  pleaded  the  general 
issue.  The  cause  was  submitted  to  a  jury,  who  found  a  verdict  for 
the  petitioners  for  4500  dollars.    Both  parties  appealed. 

The  policy  is  in  the  usual  form,  and  contains  at  the  bottom  the 
common  list  of  memorandum  articles.  Underneath  this  enumeration 
there  is  written: 

"  This  insurance  is  declared  to  be  on  cargo,  valued  at  1 1,000  dollars. 

"  Mules  on  and  under  deck  against  standing  or  a  total  loss.'' 

The  defendants  and  appellants  have  made,  in  this  court,  the  fol- 
lowing points: 

1.  The  valuation  of  the  cargo,  made  by  the  plaintlfe,  was  errone- 
ous, extravagant  and  void.    Phillips  on  Insurance,  306,  307. 

2.  The  risk  insured  against  was  not  fully  and  fairly  represented  by 
the  plaintiffs.    Ibid.  80  to  83. 

3.  The  constructive  total  loss  is  excluded  in  all  memorandum 
articles.  Parke,  112, 113,  to  115;  PhilUps,  483  and  488;  8  Cranch, 
39  and  46  to  50;  1  Wheaton,  219, and  224  to 232;  2  Maule  &  Selwyn, 
371  to  375. 

4.  The  loss  insured  against,  even  if  the  insurance  had  been  in  the 
body  of  the  policy,  was  an  absolute,  natural,  or  physical  total  loss, 
not  a  legal,  technical,  or  constructive  total  loss.  Marshall,  414,  cap. 
13;  Phillips,  382,  383, 489,  490,and  491;  6  Mass.  Rep.  465  and  471; 
7  Johnson,  527. 

5.  In  the  construction  of  a  policy  of  insurance,  the  written  controls 
the  printed  part;  and  in  the  present  policy  the  risk  insured  against  is 
specified  in  writing.     Phillips,  18  and  70;  4  East,  130, 135,  and  140. 

6.  The  destruction,  or  physical  total  loss  qf  a  pari  of  the  cargo 
insured,  if  it  consists  of  memorandum  articles,  or  articles  insured 
against  total  loss  only,  does  not  amount  to  a  total  loss,  so  as  to  enable 
the  assured  to  recover  for  the  part  so  lost  or  destroyed.  1  Wheaton, 
219;  7  Common  Law  Rep.,  39  to  43;  3  Ibid.  127. 
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7.  In  case  of  a  total  loss,  the  valuation  fixed  in  the  policy  remains, 
unless  overrated,  but  a  partial  loss  opens  the  policy,  and  the  value  of 
the  thing  lost  must  be  proved.  Phillips,  305  and  313;  Park,  111; 
Marshall,  S03. 

8.  The  case  ought  not  to  be  remanded,  inasmuch  as  it  is  admitted 
the  vessel  arrived  at  her  port  of  destination  with  part  of  the  cargo. 

The  first  objection  is,  that  the  cargo  was  overvalued.  Arguments  of 
this  kind  come  with  a  bad  grace  from  underwriters,  if  there  was  no 
intention  to  defraud  them.  They  receive  a  premium  for  the  whole 
amount  stipulated  in  the  policy,  and  are  benefited  pro  tanto;  they 
should  therefore  bear  the  loss,  if  the  contract  was  in  good  faith.  If 
indeed,  it  appeared  that  the  value  given  to  the  articles  put  on  board 
was  to  enable  the  insured  to  profit,  by  destroying  the  property  pro- 
tected by  the  insurance,  the  contract  would  be  avoided.  But,  apart 
from  these  considerations,  we  can  see  no  reason  on  which  the  policy 
should  be  annulled,  from  the  mere  fact  of  the  articles  insured  being 
valued  too  high;  it  rather  affords  an  argument  in  case  of  total  loss, 
from  which  fraud  is  to  be  inferred,  than  a  ground,  which  per  se  avoids 
the  contract.  Nothing  in  the  evidence  enables  the  court  to  say  that 
such  was  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  plaintiffs.  They  evidently 
intended  to  cover  the  profits  they  hoped  to  make  if  the  cargo  reached 
safely  the  port  of  destination.  Phillips  on  Evidence,  306  and  307; 
6  Cranch,  220;  5  Idid.  110:  3  Taunton,  506. 

The  second,  that  there  was  misrepresentation  of  the  nature  of  the 
cargo,  appears  to  us  without  any  foundation.  The  description  given 
of  it  in  the  policy  did  not  restrict  any  portion  of  it  to  mules.  The 
high  rate  of  premium  paid  excludes  the  idea  that  information  was  not 
given  to  the  insurers  of  what  the  cargo  should  consist.  To  avoid 
the  contract  on  this  ground,  would  be  to  presume  fraud,  without 
evidence  affording  any  circumstances  on  which  it  could  be  inferred; 
again,  the  defence  in  the  court  below  should  have  put  the  plaintiffs 
on  the  proof  of  this  fact.  But  nothing  contained  in  the  answer  warned 
them  their  claim  would  be  contested  on  that  ground. 

The  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth  and  seventh  points  will  be  considered 
together,  as  they  all  depend  on  the  proper  meaning  to  be  attached 
to  the  words  used  at  the  foot  of  the  policy:  "Mules  on  or  under  deck, 
against  stranding  or  a  total  loss." 

It  has  been  urged  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiffs,  that  mules  are  not 
memorandum  articles.  They  are  certainly  not  generally  considered 
such,  but  there  is  nothing  which  prevents  them  from  being  made  so 
by  the  stipulations  of  the  parties,  and  we  think  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  they  were  intended  to  be  made  subject  to  the  same  rules  by  this 
policy.  We  can  conceive  no  reason  for  inserting  the  clause,  unless 
something  else  was  intended  than  the  responsibility  created  by  the 
policy  in  its  usual  form.  The  words  used  in  relation  to  the  articles 
of  the  memorandum,  free  from  average,  unless  general,  are  convertible 
terms,  **with  responsible  for  a  total  loss;'*  or  at  least  the  latter  words 
are  as  strongly  restrictive  as  the  former. 
Vol,  III.— 36 
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Many  cases  have  been  bronght  before  the  court,  in  which  courts 
of  justice  have  given  a  construction  to  the  expressions  used  in  policies, 
in  relation  to  memorandum  articles.  On  several  of  these  it  seems  to 
have  been  considered,  that  there  must  be  a  loss  of  the  whole  of  the 
thing  insured,  to  enable  the  assnrer  to  recover;  that  if  any  part  of 
the  thing  protected  by  the  policy  reach  the  port  of  destination,  the 
insurers  were  not  responsible.  In  others,  it  has  been  held  that  where 
the  cargo  consisted  of  separate  and  distinct  objects,  a  total  loss  of  any 
part  of  it  would  enable  the  assured  to  demand  the  value  of  the  object 
80  destroyed.  Phillips  on  Insurance,  488  to  491;  1  Wheaton,  219; 
,6  Mass.  Rep.  119;  7  Johnson,  527;  1^  East,  559;  7  Taunton,  154. 

The  weight  of  authority  appears  to  us  nearly  alike.  We  therefore 
feel  at  liberty  to  adopt  that  construction  which  will  best  meet  the 
intention  of  the  parties;  for  unless  there  be  some  technical  principle 
of  law  which  stands  in  our  way,  the  obligation  is  imperative  on  us 
to  do  so. 

It  has  been  contended  with  great  force,  that  the  decisions  of  those 
courts  which  have  held  that  a  total  loss  of  any  part,  was  a  total  loss, 
within  the  meaning  of  the  policy  were  contrary  to  reason,  and  the 
very  meaning  of  the  words  used :  that  such  doctrine  was  cotifounding 
a  partial  with  an  entire  loss;  that  the  former  was  confessedly  excluded 
from  the  risk,  and  yet  the  insurers,  by  a  change  of  terms,  were  made 
responsible  for  it;  that  a  part  was  less  than  the  whole,  and  that  the 
loss  of  the  whole  was  only  insured  against 

This  reasoning  would  be  unanswerable,  if  by  the  expressions  a 

iQ/fll  lossj  were  necessarily  meant  a  loss  of  the  whole  cargo  insured. 

^  ;)'*  *Bilt^w^4o  not  understand,  that  in  relation  to  this  contract,  these 

expressK)fis  are  convertible.     When  used  in  relation  to  artides,  other 

;:t)>an  4hQse)styled  memorandum,  or  in  relation  to  which  a  special 

agreenieht^ljas  not  been  made,  we  know  that  a  loss  of  the  one  half,  is 

^  considered  in  law  a  total  loss.     We  know  no  reason  why  they  should 

toot  biB  restrained  in  the  stipulation  before  us,  to  what  was  the  intention 

* -*•  ..gf  thjet.parties.    The  memorandum  was  introduced  into  policies,  in 

consequence  of  the  peculiar  tendency  of  certain  articles  to  decay. 

Now,  in  relation  to  a  cargo,  made  up  of  distinct  and  separate  objects, 

which  the  parties  intended  to  place  under  the  same  mles,  if  their 

object  was  not  to  render  the  assurers  responsible  for  any  deterioration 

in  the  value,  but  for  the  absolute  destruction  of  the  thing  insured,  the 

words  <<total  loss"  would  be  as  readily  resorted  to,  to  express  that 

distinction  as  any  other. 

The  evidence  has  satisfied  us  beyond  doubt,  that  such  was  the 
intention  of  the  parties  to  this  contract  We  do  not  believe  that  the 
premium  would  have  been  paid,  if  the  condition  had  been  understood 
by  the  insured  to  be,  that  if  only  one  out  of  all  the  mules  he  put  on 
board,  reached  the  port  of  destination,  he  was  to  sustain  the  loss. 
The  object  of  this  clause,  it  appears  to  us,  was  to  prevent  the  insu- 
rers from  being  responsible  for  any  injury  short  of  absolute  destruc- 
tion of  the  mules. 
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According  to  these  principles,  the  insurers  were  only  responsible 
for  the  mules  that  perished  before  the  port  of  destination  was  reached. 
As  the  policy,  therefore,  is  opened  by  a  loss  less  than  the  whole,  w© 
had  doubted  whether  the  verdict  was  not  for  a  larger  sum  than  the 
law  would  sanction;  but,  according  to  the  latest  cases,  in  adjusting  the 
loss  on  a  valued  policy,  the  practice  seems  to  be,  that  the  amount  of 
injury  sustained  by  a  loss  of  the  part,  is  made  in  reference  to  the 
valuation  of  the  whole  in  the  policy.  This  conrse  is  certainly  the 
most  e(^itable,  where  the  agreement,  in  its  origin,  was  free  from 
fraud.  The  jury  do  not  seem  to  have  erred.  Phillips  on  Insurance, 
313—319. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Morse,  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Eusiis,  for  the  defendants. 


Henderson  et  ah  v.  Morgan.     IV,  N.  S> -^^^    —  .^ 

ijdt^of  others,  ii    ^ 


A  ooDTeyance,  to  secure,  at  the  eve  of  bankraptcy,  a  creditor,  to  the 
fraudulent^  and  will  be  set  aside. 


FIRST  District. 


LIBEART. 


Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  plaintiffs  state,  the  defendant,  sheriff  of  the  parish,!^  JMGt 
levying  certain  writs,  on  a  lot,  their  property,  pretending  it  belongs  to 
West,  the  person  against  whose  property  tjaese  writs  are  directed. 
They  obtained  a  provisional  injunction. 

The  answer  averred,  that  the  deed  from  West,  under  whom  the 
plaintiffs  claim,  is  void  against  his  creditor. 

The  bank  of  Louisiana  and  the  syndics  of  the  creditors  of  West 
intervened,  and  prayed  that  the  sale  under  which  the  plaintiffs  claim, 
may  be  annulled  and  set  aside. 

The  plaintiff^s  petition  was  dismissed,  and  they  appealed. 

The  statement  of  facts  shows,  that  West's  deed  to  Fort,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  branch  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  New  Orleans, 
dated  November  21, 1825,  was  accepted  by  the  latter,  at  the  plain- 
tiff's request,  for  the  purpose  of  re-conveying  the  premises  to  them, 
as  some  security  against  their  liability,  as  West's  sureties,  for  a  defied- 
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cation  of  23,220  dollars,  in  his  account  as  cashier  of  the  branch  bank. 
That  this  was  the  consideration  of  the  conveyances  from  West  to 
Fort,  and  Fort  to  the  plaintiffs.  West  was,  besides,  liable  to  the  bank 
for  another  sum  of  20,000  dollars,  for  which  the  plaintiffs  were  not 
responsible,  as  he  had  taken  it  before  they  became  his  bondsmen. 
West  then  owed  to  the  Bank  of  Louisiana  10,800  dollars,  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi Marine  and  Fire  Insmrance  Company  6800  dollars,  to  Rey- 
nolds, Byrne  &  Co.  6000  dollars,  to  Wilkins  &  Linton  6342  dollars, 
to  the  Bank  of  Orleans  5400  dollars. 

On  the  23d  and  26th  of  October,  1825,  West  fraudulently  took  from 
the  bank  of  which  he  was  cashier,  23,220  dollars.  The  discovery  of 
his  fraudulent  conduct  was  made  on  the  21st  of  November,  1825,  the 
day  on  which  he  executed  the  deed  to  Fort,  and  two  days  after  the 
plaintiffs,  being  responsible  as  West's  sureties,  paid  the  sum  they  were 
bound  for,  and  received  a  conveyance  from  Fort.  West  absconded 
on  the  23d  of  November,  and  on  the  same  day,  after  the  plaintiffs 
had  taken  possession  of  the  premises,  they  were  seized  by  the  defen- 
dant. On  the  same  day,  a  warrant  issued  from  the  district  judge  of 
the  United  States  against  West;  but  he  was  not  taken,  and  his  place 
of  refuge  is  unknown.  George  Johnston  has  been  appointed  the 
syndic  of  his  creditors. 

West's  note  to  the  Bank  of  Orleans  is  of  September  25th,  1825,  at 
sixty  days;  that  to  Reynolds,  Byrne  &  Co.  is  payable  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1826;  so  is  that  of  Wilkins  &  Linton. 

The  object  of  West,  in  making,  of  Fort  in  receiving,  and  the  plain- 
tiffs in  soliciting,  the  conveyance,  under  which  the  latter  claim,  most 
evidently  was  to  give  and  obtain  a  security,  at  a  time  when  West 
was  evidently  unable  to  discharge  the  debt  he  had  incurred  to  the 
bank  by  his  dishonest-conduct,  and  thus  to  give  his  sureties  a  prefer- 
ence over  his  other  creditors,  whom  he  was  unable  to  pay.  This  the 
law  forbids.  Civil  Code,  1965—1981.  Hodge  t^.  Morgan,  2  K  S,6l; 
Acts  of  1817,  p.  136,  sect.  24. 

The  plaintiffs'  counsel  urges,  there  is  no  evidence  of  West's  insol- 
vency: his  flight  was  owing  to  the  criminal  process  out  against  him. 
He  relies  on  Pari,  5,  15,  10,  which  gives  the  right  to  a  creditor  who 
overtakes  his  debtor  flying,  to  seize  the  property  the  debtor  is  carry- 
ing away,  to  the  amount  of  the  debt,  without  being  bound  to  divide 
it  with  the  other  creditors. 

The  record  shows.  West  owed  very  large  debts,  and  the  anxiety 
of  the  plaintiffs  to  procure  the  deed,  is  some  presumption  that  at  least, 
in  their  opinion,  this  measure  was  necessary  to  their  security:  besides, 
while  such  large  sums  appear  due,  those  who  allege  the  solvency, 
should  show  the  existence  of  property  sufficient  to  discharge  them. 
Civil  Code,  art.  1980. 

The  law  of  the  Par  Mas  offers  a  reward  to  the  creditor  who 
arrests  a  debtor  who  flies:  it  authorises  him  to  take,  to  the  amount 
of  his  debt,  the  goods  the  debtor  is  carrying  off  with  him. 

Here  the  plaintifls  did  not  endeavor  to  arrest  West:  they  seized 
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nothing  he  was  carrying  with  him,  indeed  nothing  that  he  could  carry 
off;  but  they  made  with  him  a  bargain  which  the  law  reproves,  by 
which  they  sought  to  gain  an  advantage  over  their  co-creditors.  The 
district  court  did  not  err  in  disregarding  their  claim. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Grymes  and  Eustis^  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Livermorcy  for  the  defendant. 


Fitz's  Syndic  v.  Hayden.     IV,  N.  S.  653. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

The  state  court  is  judge  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  sureties  offered, 
on  an  application  to  remove  a  case  to  the  court  of  the  United  States; 
and  the  Supreme  Court  will  not  interfere,  if  that  discretion  be  pro- 
perly exenased. 


Littlejohn  v.  Ramsay.     IV,  N.  S.  655. 

FIRST  District 

An  agent  who  surrenders  a  note  belonging  to  his  principal,  and 
takes  one  payable,  at  a  distant  day,  to  himself,  and  delays  bringing 
suit  at  maturity,  is  chargeable  wiUi  its  amount. 
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Gonzales  et  al.  v.  Sanchez  and  Wife.     IV,  N.  S.  657. 

An  ordinance  of  a  Spanish  governor,  in  1770,  of  which  neither  the  original  nor  a  copy 
can  be  had,  requiring  tU  sales  of  land  to  be  made  before  a  notary,  when  no  aathority 
in  the  governor  is  shown  to  change  the  general  law  of  the  land,  and  when  the  Superior 
Court  of  the  late  territory  refused  to  recognise  it,  will  not  now  be  regarded. 

SECOND  District. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

In  1777,  the  Spanish  government  granted  the  premises  to  the  father 
of  Mrs.  Sanchez,  and  in  1787,  he  made  a  verbal  sale  of  them  to  An- 
drew Vega,  and  received  the  price;  Andrew  Vega  and  his  son 
Anthony  possessed  and  cultivated  the  premises  in  the  lifetime  of  the 
vendor. 

Andrew  died  soon  after,  and  his  son  continued  in  possession:  and 
in  1789  married  Andrea  Paballico,  now  Mrs.  Gonzales. 

About  this  time  Mrs.  Sanchez's  father  died,  she  then  being  six  or 
seven  years  of  age,  his  wife  having  died  before  him. 

Anthony  and  Andrea  Vega  had  two  children,  viz.  Anthony,  junior, 
(now  deceased,  and  represented  by  his  two  minor  children  Anthony 
and  Mary)  and  Rietta,  now  twenty-two  years  of  age. 

Anthony,  the  father,  kept  possession  and  cultivated  the  premises 
till  his  death,  which  happened  a  few  years  before  1796. 

His  widow,  having  married  Gonzales,  made  an  inventory  of  his 
estate,  on  the  eleventh  of  January,  1796,  in  which  the  premises  were 
included,  and  valued,  with  the  improvements,  at  250  dollars;  the 
estate  of  her  first  husband  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  her  second. 
He  and  her,  and  her  daughter  Rietta  continued  to,  and  still  dwell  on 
the  premises. 

fn  1820,  the  present  defendants  brought  suit  against  Gonzales,  for 
the  premises  in  his  possession,  which  they  claimed  as  part  of  the 
estate  of  Mrs.  Sanchez's  father,  in  which  they  succeeded,  (11  Martin^ 
207,)  and  obtained  a  writ  of  possession;  and  Mrs.  Gonzales,  as  widow 
of  Anthony  Vega,  senior,  Rietta,  as  his  daughter,  and  the  widow  of 
Anthony  Vega,  junior,  as  tutrix  of  his  two  children,  opposed  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  writ,  and  obtained  an  injunction. 

Sanchez  and  wife,  now  defendants,  in  their  answer  claimed  title; 
and  in  an  amended  one  denied  that  the  present  plaintiffs  had  the 
actual  possession  of  the  premises.  The  injunction  was  dissolved  and 
the  plaintiffs  appealed. 

Our  attention  is  first  drawn  to  a  bill  of  exceptions  taken  to  the 
opinion  of  the  district  judge,  in  rejecting  evidence  of  the  verbal  sale. 
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The  introductiou  of  the  evidence  was  opposed  on  the  second  ground, 
that  by  a  law  of  the  Nueva  Secopilaciony  9,  17  and  10,  sales  of  real 
estates  are  required  to  be  made  before  a  notary,  and  by  an  ordinance 
of  Unzaga,  a  like  provision  was  introduced,  and  verbal  and  sous  seing 
privi  sales  of  land  are  prohibited. 

The  law  of  the  Recopilacion  cited,  is  avowedly  and  expressly  a 
fiscal  law,  enacted  for  facilitating  the  collection  of  a  duty,  alcavala; 
and  as  the  province  of  Louisiana  was  exempt  from  that  duty,  the 
law  was  never  considered  as  extending  to  it. 

The  ordinance  of  Unzaga*  is  a  document  of  which  neither  the 
original  nor  any  copy  are  now  extant.  The  powers  of  the  governors 
of  the  Spanish  American  colonies  are  detailed  in  the  Laws  of  the  Indies; 

*  Of  this  Ordinance,  thus  said  to  have  perished  from  the  archives  and  from  private 
collections,  the  Ekiitor  is  happy  to  famish  a  faithful  copy,  for  which  he  is  indebted  to  the 
admirable  library  of  Alfred  Bennen^  Esq.^  of  this  bar,  a  collection  as  to  which  all  the 
enlightened  men  of  our  state  are  clamorous  in  the  demand  that  the  state  should  purchase 
it,  ood  make  it  the  basis  of  a  noble  state  library. 

Don  Luis  de  Unzaga  et  Amezago,  Colonel  des  Armies  de  sa  Majest6,  sod  Intendant  et 
Gouverneur  General  de  cette  Province  de  la  Louisiane. 

Faisons  savoir  que  l*czperieoce  nous  ayant  fait  connaitre  les  differentes  fraudes  et 
atellions  aux  quels  sent  sujets  les  ventes,  ^changes,  permutations,  brocantage  et  g^nerale- 
ment  toutes  alienations  des  n^gres  immeubles  et  bien  fbnds  qui  se  font  et  se  passent 
clandestinement  et  en  haine  de  la  foi  publique,  par  ecriture  simple  et  priv^e,  dont 
proviennent  Pinquietude  des  citoyens,  le  renversement  de  ses  droits  et  la  confusion  dans 
les  tribanaux  pour  administrer  la  justice:  d'un  c6t6  rem^dier  h  un  abus  si  pemicieux,  et 
d*an  autre  mcttre  cctte  Republique  dans  le  bon  ordro  et  gouvemment  It  Pinstor  de  toutes 
les  autres  de  la  domination  de  sa  maje8t6, 

Mandons  et  ordonnons  qu*aucune  personne  de  quelque  quality  et  condition  qu*il 
soit  ne  puisse  dor^navant  vendre,  aligner  ou  accepter  aucuns  esclaves,  habitations, 
maisons,  et  batimens  de  mer,  seulement  que  par  contrats  qui  se  feront  pardevant  un 
^rivain  public,  les  quels  contrats  et  actes  de  venie  et  alienation  seront  pr^ced^s  d*un 
certificnt  de  Tanot&teur  des  hypothdques  sous  peine  de  declarer  nulle  et  comme  non 
avenus  tous  autres  actes  qui  se  feront  sous  une  autre  forme,  et  par  les  acqu^reurs  oa 
vendeurs  de  n^avoir  recours  en  droit  sur  les  choses  qu'ils  auront  achet^  ou  vendn  ou 
permute,  ni  les  uns  contre  lea  autres,  et  sans  pouvoir  en  acqu^rir  une  vraie  et  juste 
possession,  et  sous  peine  en  cas  de  fraudes  centre  uns  et  les  autres  d*dtre  poursuivis  selon 
la  rigueur  de  droit:  comme  r^crivain  et  notaire  qui  abusers  de  la  bonne  foi  que  le  public 
a  reptis^  dans  sa  conduite  et  dans  ses  archives  et  qui'sera  assez  os6  pour  anti-dater  ou 
post-dater  les  actes  qui  se  passent  pardevant  lui,  pour  ce  forfait  sera  declare  indigne  de 
son  emploi  et  sera  condamn^  aux  autres  peines  ^tablies;  et  oubliant  le  dit  ^crivain  dans 
ses  actes  le  certificat  d*hypothdque  il  sera  proc^de  contre  lui  suivant  les  circonstances  du 
fait;  et  pour  que  personne  puisse  pr^tcndre  cause  d*ignorance,  nous  avons  ordonn^  et 
ordonnons  que  le  present  sera  public  au  bruit  du  tambour,  et  copies,  autoris^s  par  T^crivain 
de  gouvernment  public  et  cabildo,  seront  affichds  an  lieux  accoutum^s  de  cette  ville,  et 
envoy^s  dans  tous  les  postes  d^pendans  de  ce  gouvemment  Donn  ^en  notre  H6tel  de 
Gouvernment,  le  9  Novembre  1770. 

Luis  ds  Unato  Sl  Amkrato, 

Par  mandement  de  la  SeigneurU. 
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and  from  no  part  of  this  Code  does  it  appear  that  Unzaga  was  vested 
with  authority  to  alter  the  law  of  the  land  in  this  respect.  B7  Far- 
iida^  5j  5,  6,  sales  may  be  in  or  without  writing.  The  governors  of 
Louisiana  were,  however,  in  many  instances,  vested  with  ample 
legislative  powers,  often  given  them  by  the  royal  instructions.  Hence 
when  any  act  of  theirs,  not  ostensibly  within  their  legal  powers,  has 
been  recognised  and  acted  upon  by  courts  of  justice,  thb  tribmial  has 
presumed  it  was  authorised  by  the  king's  special  order.  Rogers  v. 
Bresler,  3  Martin^  665. 

Under  the  Spanish  and  territorial  governments,  till  the  adoption  of 
the  Civil  Code,  which  recognises  sales  of  land  under  private  signa- 
tures, such  sales  were  carried  into  effect;  the  law  of  the  Recopi- 
lacion,  for  the  reasons  given,  not  being  considered  as  applicable  to 
the  country.  As  to  the  ordinance  of  Unzaga,  it  does  not  appear  to 
have  ever  been  considered  of  any  legal  validity,  and  the  Superior 
Court  of  the  late  territory,  in  the  case  of  Phillip  v.  Andr6,  totally 
disregarded  it.  It  is  now  too  late  to  give  it  effect  for  the  first  time, 
to  the  overthrow  of  titles,  hitherto  undisturbed.  We  think  the  judge 
erred  in  rejecting  the  evidence. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  and  the  case  remanded,  with 
instructions  to  the  district  court  to  admit  the  evidence  of  the  verbal 
sale. 

Derbignj/y  for  the  plaintiffs. 

fVorkniany  for  the  defendants. 


Akin  et  al.  v.  Mississippi  Marine  and  Fire  Insurance 
Company.     IV,  N.  S-  661. 

The  iDflured  will  recover  00  a  valued  policy,  although  the  invoice  ooet  of  the  goods  be 

below  the  sum  insured. 
If  a  voyage  be  insured  to  Key  Wt$t  and  the  Humm,  and  the  ship  nnnecenarily  proceed 

to  the  last  place  first,  this  is  a  deviation. 
But  if  she  did  so  through  bad  weather,  and  the  voyage  to  Key  WeM  ftil,  a  recovery  will 

be  had  lor  a  total  loss. 

FIRST  District. 
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[Akin  et  al,  o.  Mississippi  Marine  and  Fire  Insurance  Company.] 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  plaintiffs  insured  in  the  defendants'  office  their  goods  on  a 
voyage,  from  New  Orleans  to  Key  West  and  Havana,  on  a  valued 
policy,  to  the  amount  of  5000  dollars.  When  near  Key  West,  the 
vessel  encountered  a  gale,  in  which  a  considerable  part  of  the  cargo 
was  damaged;  and  the  captain  thought  it  necessary  to  proceed  directly 
to  the  Havana,  where  the  flour  was  sold:  and  the  reduction  of  the 
price  on  the  damaged  flour,  and  expenses  induced  the  plaintiffs  to 
abandon  and  claim  the  sum  insured  on  a  total  loss.  They  had  a 
judgment,  and  the  defendants  appealed. 

Tlie  points  insisted  on  this  court,  are: 

1.  That  the  plaintiffs  had  not  on  board  goods  to  the  amount  of  the 
sum  insured. 

2.  A  deviation. 

3.  That  the  defendants  are  liable  for  a  partial  loss  only,  which 
they  have  ever  been  ready  to  pay. 

I.  The  defendants  admit,  the  plaintiffs  had  on  board  953  barrels 
of  flour,  worth  3613  dollars.  In  Hodgson  v.  Marine  Insurance  Com- 
pany, 5  Cranch,  110,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  held, 
that  if  a  ship  was  valued  at  10,000  dollars,  and  8000  dollars  insured, 
the  contract  would  not  be  avoided  on  proof  that  she  was  really  worth 
300<)  dollars  only.  The  object  of  the  valuation  is,  to  prevent  any 
future  contest,  and  unless  there  be  fraud,  the  party  must  be  bound 
by  a  valuation  he  has  assented  to.  The  price  stated  was  the  cost  of 
the  flour,  which  subsequent  charges  must  have  increased.  A  valua- 
tion, which  would  be  very  high  at  the  beginning  of  the  risk,  may  be 
very  low  in  a  subsequent  period,  when  great  additional  expenses 
have  been  incurred  in  the  transportation  of  it.  Phillips  on  Insurance, 
p.  307. 

II.  It  is  clear,  that  if  the  vessel  had  unnecessarily  proceeded  to  the 
Havana,  without  first  going  to  Key  West,  this  would  be  a  deviation; 
but  in  the  present  case,  the  damages  sustained  by  the  vessel  during 
the  gale,  rendered  it  necessary  to  abandon  the  intended  voyage  to 
Key  West,  at  least  for  the  moment:  the  testimony,  we  think,  fairly 
establishes  this  fact. 

III.  The  plea  that  the  defendants  are  liable  for  a  partial  loss  only, 
and  not  for  a  total  one,  seems  a  waiver  of  the  preceding  means  of 
defence:  for,  if  there  were  fraud  in  the  valuation,  or  a  deviation  in 
the  voyage,  the  insurers  would  not  be  liable  to  any  loss,  partial  or 
total.  The  loss  in  the  present  case,  is  a  total  one,  because  the 
intended  voyage  to  Key  West  has  been  necessarily  abandoned,  and 
has  failed.     Phillips  on  Insurance,  p.  390. 

Lastly,  it  was  urged  in  this  court,  though  not  stated  in  the  pleadings, 
that  flour  is  a  memorandum  article.  There  is  actually  a  memoran- 
dum at  the  foot  of  this  policy,  and  flour  is  not  expressly  mentioned  in 
it:  whether  it  be  included  under  the  words,  "  all  other  articles  that  are 
perishable  in  their  nature,"  is  a  point  which  we  have  not  thought 
ourselves  at  liberty  to  inquire  into.    It  was  certainly  waived  by  the 
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[Akin  et  al,  o.  Missiuippi  MariDe  and  Fire  Insannce  Company.] 
admission,  that  the  defendants  were  liable  for  a  partial  loss;  which 
may  have  prevented  the  plaintiffs  from  introducing  evidence  of  the 
usage  in  the  port. 

It  is,  theretore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Peirccy  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Livermorej  for  the  defendants. 


Lartigue  et  al.  v.  Duhamers  Executor.     IV,  N.  S.  664, 

General  expressions  in  a  will  are  to  be  restrained  by  what  precedes  and  follows  tbem. 
So,  a  bequest  of  **  1000  dollars,  my  movable  estate^  plate  and  jewels**  will  not  entitle  the 
legatee  to  all  the  movable  or  personal  estate. 

COURT  of  Probates  of  New  Orleans. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  plainti&  complain  of  the  judgment  of  the  court  of  probates, 
which  did  not  allow  to  the  wife  the  whole  personal  estate  of  the 
testatrix. 

The  legacy  under  which  the  claim  arises,  is  in  a  will,  in  the  French 
language,  and  the  expressions  used  are,  <Ma  somme  de  21000,  tout 
ce  qui  composera  mon  mobiliery  bijoux  et  argenterie:"  literally,  a 
sum  of  1000  dollars,  every  thing  that  shall  constitute  my  movable 
effects f  jewels  and  plate. 

The  judge  restrained  the  word  mobilier  to  household  furniture. 
There  is  perhaps  no  expression  in  the  English  language  that  presents 
the  meaning  which  the  word  mobilier  has  in  the  French  language, 
than  movable  effects. 

Either,  abstractedly  taken,  includes  all  the  personal  estate,  as  con- 
tra-distinguished from  the  real;  the  movable  from  the  immovable. 
But,  a  testator's  meaning  must  be  taken  from  all  that  he  has  written; 
not  from  any  single  and  detached  word. 

In  the  present  case,  it  is  impossible  to  conclude  that  the  testatrix 
meant,  under  the  expressione  mon  mobilier ^  to  bequeath  her  money, 
jewels  and  plate;  for  she  begins  by  bequeathing  1000  dollars,  then  her 
jewels,  then  her  plate. 

Were  the  words  taken  literally,  the  legatee  would  be  entitled  to  all 
the  personal  estate,  including  money  and  debts,  and  a  thousand  dol- 
lars, to  be  raised  out  of  the  real. 
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[Lartiguo  et  al.  v,  Dubamers  Executor.] 

The  French  language  under  the  word  mobiliery  includes  some- 
thing more  than  of  meubles  meubians,  literally  the  household  furni- 
ture; but  our  Code  does  not  recognise  any  other  distinction  than  that 
made  by  the  court  of  probates;  which  we  think  correct.  Civil  Code, 
464—472. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Trabucy  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Moreau  and  Canonge  for  the  defendant. 
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EASTERN  DISTRICT,  JULY  TERM,  1826. 


Armor  v.  Cockbum  et  al.     IV,  N.  S.  667. 

Between  creditors,  the  acknowledgment  of  their  solvent  debtor,  \%  prima  facte  evidence  of 

the  debt 
If  the  consi^or  direct  his  goods  to  be  sold  for  the  payment  of  one  of  his  creditors,  and 

the  consignee  promises  the  latter  to  do  so,  the  goods  are  not  liable  to  be  attached  for 

another  debt  of  the  consignor. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

PoBTER,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  suit  commenced  by  attachment.  It  presents  two  questions 
for  decision: 

The  first  is,  whether  the  intervening  creditors  have  made  proof  of 
the  debt  due  to  them? 

We  think  they  have.  The  record  shows  the  acknowledgment  of 
the  debtor,  and  that  is  prima  facie  proof  in  a  contest  between  credi^ 
tors,  where  the  former  has  not  become  insolvent.  The  answers  of 
the  garnishees  corroborate  this  acknowledgment. 

The  second  is,  whether  on  the  following  facts  the  intervenors  or 
the  plainiifThave  the  best  right  to  the  property  attached? 

The  defendant,  it  appears,  was  indebted  to  both;  he  shipped 
twenty-five  bales  of  cotton  in  Alabama,  and  delivered  it  to  one 
Mason,  with  directions  to  sell  the  same  on  his  arrival  in  New  Orleans, 
and  pay  the  proceeds  to  Banks,  Miller  &  Kincaid,  the  intervening 
creditors,  to  extinguish,  as  far  as  they  would  go,  a  debt  he  owed  theoL 
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[Armor  o.  Ck>c]cbtirn  et  oL] 

The  cottoiiyOD  its  arrival,  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  interveners, 
as  agents  for  the  said  Mason.  Before  service  of  the  attachment,  he 
informed  them,  that  he  had  received  the  cotton  from  Cockbum,  on 
the  conditions  already  expressed;  and  that,  in  conformity  with  these 
instructions,  he  would  pay  over  the  proceeds  to  them;  to,  which  they 
assented.  The  cotton  was  not  sold  until  after  the  attachment  was 
levied. 

We  think,  that  after  the  promise  made  to  the  interpleaders,  and 
accepted  by  them,  the  cotton  could  not  be  attached.  We  cannot 
distinguish  the  case  from  that  of  Gray  v.  Trafton,  and  we  have  never 
had  occasion  to  doubt  the  soundness  of  the  principle  on  which  that 
cause  was  decided.  The  true  test  in  such  cases  is  this,  that  where 
the  owner  of  the  property  has  lost  all  power  oyer  it,  and  cannot 
change  its  destination,  the  creditors  cannot  attach;  the  converse  of 
the  rule  being,  that  whenever  the  proprietor  may  sell  and  deliver, 
the  creditor  can  seize.  In  this  case  that  power  was  gone.  After  the 
person,  in  whose  hands  the  cotton  was  placed,  promised  to  pay  the 
intervening  creditors,  he  became  personally  responsible  to  them;  and 
the  owner  could  not,  by  a  change  of  determination,  have  compelled 
him  to  pay  the  money  to  any  other  person.  The.  argument  consti- 
tuted what  is  called  a  stipulation  pour  autrui^  and  once  accepted,  by 
those  for  ivhose  benefit  it  was  made,  it  could  not  be  revoked.  Civil 
Code,  1884;  12  Mar/m,  702. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  parish,  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

PiercCj  for  the  plaintiff. 

AP  Caleb  BXidSyrneSy  for  the  defendants. 


Thomas  et  al.  t?.  Woods  et  at.    IV,  N.  S.  670. 

FIRST  District. 

The  plaintiff  must  fail  if^  instead  of  making  his  case  certain,  he 
only  mfikes  it  probable. 
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Tisk  V.  Fisk.     IV,  N.  S.  676.» 

A,  petition  to  remote  a  case  to  tlie  court  of  the  United  States  neod  not  be  filed  personally. 
The  party  ia  not  precluded  by  the  acts  of  the  attorney,  appointed  by  the  court  to  defend 
him,  in  his  absence. 

FIRST  District. 

PoRTBft,  3.y  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  case  comes  up  on  an  appeal  taken  from  an  order  of  the  court 
below,  transferring  the  cause  to  the  district  court  of  the  United  States. 

The  action  was  commenced  by  attachment,  on  the  12lh  of  Febru- 
ary; on  the  14th,  an  attorney  was  appointed  to  defend  the  absent 
debtor,  who  on  the  same  day  appUed  to  the  court  and  obtained  a 
delay  of  sisty  days  to  file  his  answer,  and  correspond  with  the  de- 
fendant. 

On  the  7th  of  April,  the  attorney  for  the  absent  debtor  made  an 
application  to  be  allowed  the  further  time  of  thirty  days  to  answer, 
which  application  was  sustained  by  the  court,  but  afterwards  the 
order  granted  on  it  was  set  aside,  on  a  rule  taken  by  the  plaintiff's 
counsel. 

On  the  16th  the  court  directed,  that  the  appointment  of  the  attor- 
ney to  represent  the  absent  debtor  be  rescinded,  an^  that  the  defen- 
dant, having  authorised  Messrs.  Watts  and  Lobdell  to  appear  as  his 
attorneys  in  this  case,  they  have  leave  to  appear  as  such. 

They  accordingly  did  so,  and  presented  a  petition  to  remove  the 
cause  to  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  Louisiana,  on  the 
ground  that  the  defendant  was  a  citizen  of  Massachusetts,  and  the 
plaintiff  of  Louisiana. 

The  court  directed  it  to  be  transferred  as  prayed  for,  and  the  plain- 
tiff appealed. 

The  correctness  of  the  decision  of  the  judge  a  guOy  is  contested  on 
two  groimds: 

1.  That  this  was  a  plea  in  abatement,  and  that  being  put  in  by  an 
attorney  of  the  court,  its  jurisdiction  was  acknowledged. 

2.  That  the  acts  of  the  attorney  appointed  by  the  court  to  defend 
the  absent  debtor,  amounted  to  an  appearance,  and  that  the  applica- 
tion of  the  defendant  came  too  late. 

L  The  first  objection,  we  are  clear,  is  untenable:  it  is  drawn  from 
a  system  of  law  which  is  not  ours;  it  has  no  support  in  authority, 
and  the  reasons  on  which  it  is  founded,  give  it  no  recommendation 

*  Decided  in  1825,  but  not  reported  untU  1896. 
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[Fisk  o.  Fisk.] 
with  us.  At  common  law,  the  defendant  must  plead  to  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  court  in  propria  persona^  for  he  cannot  plead  by  an  attor- 
ney without  leave  of  the  court  first  had;  which  leave  acknowledges 
the  jurisdiction,  and  this  leave  is  presumed  to  be  obtained,  becauso 
it  cannot  be  supposed  an  o/Rcer  of  the  court  would  put  in  a  plea 
without  its  permission.  1  Bacon's  Ab.  2.  In  point  of  fact,  this  reason 
completely  fails  with  us,  for  no  leave  of  the  court  is  necessary  to 
enable  an  attorney  to  answer.  By  our  law  no  such  exception  is 
made  to  the  power  of  those  who  represent  others  in  court:  it  does 
not  distinguish  between  pleas  of  this  kind  and  any  others.  Partida  3, 
Hi.  5,  law  1;  Cur.  Phil.  LiliganteSy  p,  ly  sect.  10. 

II.  The  second  ground  is  not  so  free  from  diflRculty :  the  application 
to  remove  is  stricti  juris.  Each  state  has  a  right  to  declare  what 
shall  amount  to  an  appearance  in  its  courts,  and  if  that  which  was 
done  by  the  attorney  appointed  by  the  court,  is  under  our  law  an 
appearance  by  the  defendant,  the  application  to  remove  came  too 
late.  But  without  a  clear  and  positive  provision,  it  cannot  be  con- 
sidered such,  because  it  would  be  contrary  to  the  truth  of  the  case, 
and  because  it  would  be  concluding  the  defendant's  right  by  an  agent, 
to  whom  he  had  given  no  authority.  In  relation  to  the  point  under 
consideration,  the  adoption  of  such  a  principle  would  in  almost  every 
case  deprive  a  defendant  of  the  privilege  of  removing  his  cause;  and 
this  we  cannot  suppose  the  legislature  of  our  state  contemplated. 
The  act  of  congress,  which  confers  this  right,  prescribes  two  condi- 
tions for  the  exercise  of  it:  First,  that  the  defendant  shall  at  the  time 
of  entering  his  appearance  in  the  state  court,  file  his  petition  to  that 
effect;  and.  Secondly,  offer  good  and  sufficient  security  for  appearing 
in  the  court  to  which  he  prays  a  removal.  Now,  the  attorney  ap- 
pointed to  defend  has  no  authority  to  comply  with  the  last  condition; 
and  if  he  had,  the  cases  are  few  in  which  he  could  find  security. 

The  laws  of  the  United  States  evidently  contemplate  an  appear- 
ance by  the  defendant:  our  act  of  the  assembly  proceeds  on  the  idea, 
that  he  is  absent,  and  has  left  no  person  to  represent  him;  it  there- 
fore appoints  an  attorney  to  watch  over  his  interests.  The  protection 
which  it  thus  affords,  was  intended  for  his  benefit,  and  not  to  prevent 
the  exercise  of  rights  which  either  the  laws  of  the  United  States  or 
of  this  state  conferred  on  him.  Acting  on  this  principle,  we  held  in 
the  case  of  Stockton  et  al.  v.  Nasbuck  et  al.j  that  the  attorney  ap- 
pointed to  defend  an  absent  debtor,  could  not,  by  pleading  to  the 
merits,  waive  the  want  of  citation.  10  Martin^  472;  2  Binney's 
Laws,  United  States,  61,  sect.  12;  1  Martin^  516.  The  giving  bond 
to  the  sheriff,  was  not  an  appearance  in  court:  and  on  the  whole  we 
are  of  opinion,  the  judgment  of  the  district  court  should  be  affirmed, 
with  costs. 

Maybiriy  for  the  plaintiff. 

Watts  and  Lobdelly  for  the  defendant. 
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Bayon  t>.  Towles.    V,  N.  S.  1. 

The  vendee  is  estopped  from  assertiogr  that  the  slave's  habit  of  ranning  away  was  dis- 
closed to  him  as  a  qualified  vice,  whilst  the  deed  coptains  an  averment  that  it  was 
stated  as  an  absolate  vice. 

FIFTH  District. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  defendant  resists  the  payment  of  a  note  he  gave  the  plaintiff 
for  the  price  of  a  slave,  on  the  ground  that  the  sale  ought  to  be  re- 
scinded, because  the  slave  was,  at  the  time  of  the  sale,  in  the  know- 
ledge of  the  plaintiff,  addicted  to  robbery  and  stealing,  and  in  the 
habit  of  running  away.  There  was  judgment  against  the  plaintiff: 
he  appealed. 

We  cannot  find  on  the  record  any  proof  of  the  slave  being  addicted 
to  robbery  or  stealing;  but  it  clearly  appears  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
running  away,  in  the  knowledge  of  the  vendor. 

The  bill  of  sale  was  executed  for  the  vendor,  who  resided  at  Don- 
aldsonville,  by  an  agent  of  his,  in  New  Orleans,  and  expressly  states 
the  slave  to  be  sold  as  "a  runaway  and  drunkard."  But  the  defen- 
dant shows  that  the  plaintiff,  in  Donaldsonville,  represented  to  him 
(with  the  view  to  induce  the  acceptance  of  a  bill  of  sale,  without  a 
warranty  of  the  disposition  to  runaway)  that  the  slave  was  only  in 
the  habit  of  absenting  himself  for  a  short  period,  and  afterwards  re- 
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turning  of  his  own  accord,  and  never  wandered  to  any  great  distance; 
while  said  slave  during  the  time  he  was  in  the  vendor's  possession, 
ran  away  and  wandered  as  far  as  the  Choctaw  nation  of  Indians,  and 
did  not  return  of  his  own  accord,  but  was  seized  and  brought  back. 

This  case  is  endeavored  to  be  assimilated  to  that  of  Macarty  v. 
Bagnieret,  1  MarHuy  149,  in  which  the  Superior  Court  of  the  late 
territory  held  that  the  vendor  having  failed  to  disclose  the  disposition 
of  the  slave  to  run  away,  the  clause  of  warranty,  although  formally 
excluded,  was  fraudulently  so,  and  the  vendor  was  liable. 

In  the  present  case,  if  it  appeared  that  the  disposition  to  run  away 
was  clearly  misrepresented,  the  vendor  should  not  recover;  but  it 
does  not  follow,  from  the  circumstance  of  the  representation  at  Don- 
aldsonville,  that  the  defendant  was  led  into  an  error;  for  the  bill  of 
sale  expressly  states  the  slave  to  be  sold  as  "a  runaway,''  i.  e.  as  one 
with  the  disposition  to  run  away,  which  gives  a  right  to  the  resolution 
of  the  sale — not  as  having  the  disposition  to  loiter  around  the  house 
of  his  owner  for  a  while,  and  then  return,  which  the  vendor  called 
pelii  marronagCy  "a  small  runaway." 

All  the  oral  representations,  which  preceded  the  contract,  must  be 
merged  in  the  solemn  and  authentic  declaration  contained  in  the  deed 
of  sale,  and  while  by  that  document,  the  vendee  acknowledges  that 
he  was  put  on  his  guard  by  the  positive  declaration  of  the  person  he 
contracted  with,  that  the  slave  sold  was  a  runaway,  in  the  sense  of 
that  expression  which  excluded  any  recompense  on  that  account,  he 
cannot  be  permitted  to  say  he  acted  under  an  impression  received 
from  anterior  conversations  with  the  vendor,  directly  in  contradiction 
with  the  absolute  and  formal  assertions  on  record — which  must  con- 
trol every  anterior  and  verbal  one. 

The  vendor  cannot  be  listened  to,  when  he  asserts  that  the  habit 
of  running  away  was  disclosed  to  him  as  a  qualified  one,  while  be 
has  acknowlec^ed,  under  his  hand,  before  a  notary  and  two  witnesses, 
that  the  vendor  informed  him  of  an  absolute  and  unqualified  running 
away. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  that  the 
plaintiff  recover  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  with  interest  at 
the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per  year,  from  the  twenty-third  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  until  paid;  and  tliat 
the  slave,  being  mortgaged,  be  sold  for  this  purpose.  The  defendant 
paying  costs  in  coth  courts. 

Simon  and  Boweriy  for  the  plaintiff. 

Baker  and  Brownson^  for  the  defendant 


37» 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


438  SUPREME  COURT. 


Marc  V.  Church  of  St.  Martins.     V,  N.  S.  5. 

A  churchwarden  b  an  admittible  witness  in  behalf  of  the  corporation  of  a  charoh. 

FIFTH  District 

PoRTEH,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  action  was  instituted  by  the  heir  of  the  late  curate  of  the 
parish  of  St.  Martin,  to  recover  a  sum  of  money  alleged  to  be  due  to 
his  deceased  uncle,  for  moneys  paid  and  advanced  for  the  use  of  the 
church  (Fabrigve)  during  his  Ufetime.  Annexed  to  the  petition  is 
an  account  liquidated  by  the  churchwardens,  and  signed  by  them. 

The  principal  defence  set  up  in  the  answer,  is  error  in  the  settlement. 
It  is  alleged  that,  according  to  the  tariff  established  by  the  Bishop  of 
Louisiana  in  the  year  1795,  the  ciurates  of  the  parishes  in  the  diocese 
had  a  right  to  receive  a  certain  sum  on  each  interment  made  by  them, 
a  portion  of  which  was  set  apart  for  the  use  of  the  church.  That  the 
late  curate  acted  under  that  tariff,  and  received  a  large  sum  of  money 
to  the  use  of  the  church,  which  he  failed  to  pay  over,  or  to  accoimt 
for  in  the  settlement  made  by  them;  and  that  they  were  ignorant  of 
the  particular  provisions  contained  in  the  tariff  until  after  the  decease 
of  the  ancestor  of  the  plaintiff. 

There  are  two  bills  of  exceptions  on  record  taken  by  the  plaintiff, 
which,  as  he  succeeded  in  the  court  below,  have  not  been  much  relied 
on  in  the  ai^tunent  The  decisions  excepted  to,  appear  to  us  correct, 
and  we  proceed  to  examine  one  on  which  the  defendants  have  relied 
as  a  ground  for  sending  the  cause  back  for  a  new  trial. 

On  the  trial,  they  offered  one  of  the  defendants  on  record,  who 
was  churchwarden,  as  a  witness  to  prove  that  the  settlement  was 
made  in  error;  and  that  the  late  curate  had  received  many  sums  of 
money  due  to  the  congregation,  which  were  not  included  in  the 
account  rendered.  The  witness  was  objected  to,  on  the  ground  that 
he  was  a  party  to  the  suit,  and  that  the  law  had  permitted  him  to 
make  proof  in  no  other  way  but  by  interrogatories  on  facts  and  articles. 

The  witness  offered  was  a  nominal,  not  a  real  defendant  The 
party  contesting  the  demand  was  the  parish  of  St  Martin,  not  those 
whom  they  had  appointed  to  manage  their  affairs,  and  represent  them 
in  court  The  judgment  could  not  have  affected  the  witness  in  a 
greater  degree  than  any  other  member  of  the  congregation.  The 
reason,  then,  on  which  the  rule  was  established  fails,  and  with  it  the 
rule  itself.  The  expressions  used  in  the  Code, "that  there  shall  be 
no  longer  any  other  mode  of  making  proof  of  a  fact,  by  either  plain- 
tiff or  defendant,  but  by  what  is  called  the  "interrogatory  on  facts 
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and  articles/'  were  most  probably  intended  to  exclude  the  decisory 
oath  formerly  known  to  our  law.  But  admitting  them  to  repel  testi- 
mony in  the  shape  it  was  presented  here;  still  they  leave  the  question 
open,  nay,  compel  the  court  to  go  into  the  inquiry,  whether  the  party 
offered  as  a  Witness,  be  really  plaintiff  or  defendant. 

The  interest  of  the  churchwarden  in  this  case  did  not  even  extend 
to  the  costs,  and  the  objection  which  would  formerly  have  been  open 
to  him  as  a  member  of  the  corporation  is  removed  by  a  special  act  0/ 
the  legislature.    3  Mart.  Dig.  182,  no.  5. 

We  have  held,  in  the  case  of  Curtis  v.  Graham,  that  a  co-defendant 
in  an  action  of  trespass,  might  be  sworn  as  a  witness.  The  reasons 
on  which  he  Was  held  competent,  are  certainly  quite  distinct  from 
those  which  exist  here.  But  the  case  shows  that  we  did  not  consider 
the  mere  circumstance  of  the  witness  being  a  defendant  on  record, 
prevented  him  from  giving  evidence. 

It  has  been  contended  that  the  case  ought  not  to  be  remanded,  be- 
cause the  proof  offered  could  not  have  availed  the  defendant,  as  no 
legal  obligation  was  shown  on  the  part  of  the  curate,  to  receive  and 
collect  the  moneys  for  the  use  of  the  church.  But  the  answer  expressly 
alleges  that  he  received  moneys  on  ^account  of  the  church;  and  the 
witness  is  stated  in  the  bill  of  exceptions  to  have  been  offered  to  prove 
that  he  had  so  received  them.  If  this  be  true,  we  are  not  prepared 
to  say,  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings,  that  the  evidence  could  not 
have  been  of  any  use  to  the  defendant 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  iudgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed:  And  it  is  fur- 
ther ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  cause  be  remanded  to 
the  district  court,  with  directions  not  to  reject  the  witness  mentioned 
in  the  bill  of  exceptions,  because  he  is  a  defendant  on  record.  And 
it  is  further  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  appellee  pay  the 
costs  of  this  appeal. 

Simon  and  Brownsouj  for  the  plaintiff 

Bowen,  for  the  defendants. 
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Reels  15.  Knight     V,  N.  S.  9. 

If  in  a  suit  for  partition,  the  defendant  ect  op  a  title  in  himTClT  which  is  allegod  by  the 

plaintiff  to  be  simulated,  the  court  of  probates  has  no  jurisdiction  of  the  case. 
And  the  want  of  jurisdiction  being  ratume  materia  is  not  cored  by  ooDitent 
An  appellate  court  cannot  give  a  jadgment  which  the  ooort  a  qwm  oonld  not 

FIFTH  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  action  was  commenced  in  the  court  of  probates  to  obtain  a 
partition  of  the  estate  of  the  mother  of  the  plaintiff  and  defendant. 
The  defendant  set  up  title  to  himself  in  the  premises,  and  the  plain- 
tiff alleged  that  the  sale  was  simulated  and  fraudulent. 

No  plea  was  put  in  to  the  jurisdiction,  the  cause  was  tried  on  its 
merits,  and  judgment  given  for  the  defendant.  The  plaintiff  appealed 
to  the  district  court,  where  the  case  was  submitted  to  a  jury,  who  found 
a  verdict  in  his  favor,  and  from  the  judgment  rendered  thereon  the 
defendant  appealed. 

The  court  of  probates  had  no  jurisdiction  of  a  case  like  this.  The 
question  was  title,  of  which  the  ordinary  tribunals  could  alone  take 
cognisance.  This  has  been  expressly  decided  in  the  following  cases, 
and  it  is  not  necessary  to  repeat  the  reasoning  on  which  they  are 
founded.  William  v.  Spencer  <?/  cr/.:  Harris' Tutor  v.  M' Kee  e/  aL; 
and  Donalson  ef.  aL  v,  Dorsey  et  a/.;  4  N,  S.  77,  487,  509. 

The  first  case  was  precisely  that  before  the  court,  and  it  too  was 
an  appeal  to  the  district  court.  It  was  there  contended  that  as  the 
latter  tribunal  had  original  jurisdiction  of  the  cause,  it  was  well  seised 
of  it,  in  its  appellate  capacity.  But  we  were  of  opinion  that  this  cir- 
cumstance did  not  cure  the  defect,  because  the  appellate  court  never 
can  give  a  judgment,  which  the  court  a  qua  could  not. 

The  objection  being  to  the  want  of  jurisdiction  raiione  materistj 
consent  did  not  cure  it. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  and  it  is  further 
ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  petition  be  dismissed  with 
costs. 

Ogden  and  Brownsony  for  the  plaintiff. 

Bowen  and  Baker,  for  the  defendant. 
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Rawle  t?.  Fennessey.     V,  N.  S.  11. 

The  counsd  for  the  abeent  heirs  needs  not  any  Bpecific  authority  to  institute  a  suit, 
under  the  1207th  article  of  the  Louisiana  Code.* 

FIFTH  District 

PoRTEK,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

The  1207th  article  of  the  new  code  provides,  "that  if  in  the  inter- 
val between  the  opening  of  the  succession,  and  the  appointment  of 
the  curator,  there  are  many  conservatory  acts  to  be  performed  or  suits 
to  be  instituted,  the  delay  of  which  may  injure  the  succession,  the 
counsel  for  the  absent  heirs  shall  be  authorised  to  perform  such  acts 
or  institute  such  suits  before  any  court,  on  proving  his  appointment 
by  the  certificate  thereof  under  the  seal  of  the  court  which  has 
appointed  him.'' 

The  construction  given  by  the  judge  a  quo  to  this  article  has  pro- 
duced the  present  appeal. 

The  plaintiff  states  himself  attorney  for  the  absent  heirs  of  a  suc- 
cession, avers  that  a  sum  is  due  it  by  the  defendant,  and  that  further 
delay  in  collecting  it  might  endanger  the  loss  of  the  debt 

The  defendant  pleaded  various  exceptions;  none  of  them  require 
particular  notice  except  the  4th  and  7th,  which  state,  that  the  suit 
should  have  been  brought  in  the  name  of  the  curator  of  the  vacant 
estate,  and  that  the  plaintiff  had  not  prayed  and  obtained  leave  to 
institute  and  maintain  this  action  as  counsel  for  the  absent  heirs. 

The  judge  a  quo  considered  this  objection  as  fatal,  and  dismissed 
the  suit  In  the  opinion  delivered,  he  has  not  stated  the  reasons  for 
coming  to  this  conclusion.  We  have  considered  the  subject  atten- 
tively and  are  unable  to  agree  with  him.  The  phraseology  of  the 
article  is  not  clear  and  explicit,  it  is,  therefore,  the  duty  of  the  court  to 
seek  for  the  meaning  of  the  legislature  in  the  motives  which  we 
must  suppose  product  the  enactment,  and  to  give  that  construction 
which  will  best  promote  the  remedy  intended  to  be  conferred. 

The  reasons  which  we  must  suppose  influenced  the  legislature, 
were  the  necessity  of  the  attorney  for  the  absent  heirs,  or  some  other 
person,  acting  in  cases  where  delay  might  occasion  a  loss  to  the  suc- 
cession. By  compelling  them  to  produce  the  proof  and  obtain  an 
authorisation  for  each  particular  suit,  the  conservatory  objects  con- 

*  The  appellation,  Civil  Code,  is  to  be  understood  as  rigorously  applying  to  that  of 
1808;  the  work  now  in  authority,  being  the  result  of  the  former  system  as  transformed 
by  amendment,  is  always  to  be  known  as  the  Louwana  Code, 
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templated  by  the  remedy  given,  would  in  many  instances  be  defeated. 
Nor  would  the  defendant  be  in  any  respect,  that  we  can  discover,  pro- 
tected or  benefited,  by  requiring  this  formality  to  precede  the  suit; 
for  if  justice  be  his  object,  it  is  better  he  should  meet  the  plaintiff  at 
once  in  the  principal  suit,  on  the  grounds  on  which  he  asserts  a  right 
to  sue,  than  be  obliged  to  contest  an  authority  which  has  already  been 
sanctioned  by  the  court. 

We  understand  the  expressions  "  he  shall  be  authorised  to  sue,'* 
equivalent  to;  he  shall  have  the  power  to  sue.  The  language  used  in 
the  article  is,  verbatiniy  that  used  in  the  31st  section  of  the  act  in 
relation  to  insolvent  debtors:  and  we  are  not  aware  that  a  special 
authorisation  has  been  held  necessary  for  the  syndics  to  release  the 
mortgages  existing  on  the  property  of  the  ceding  debtor.  Acts  of 
1817,  sect.  31. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  and  it  is 
further  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  case  be  remanded  to 
be  proceeded  in  according  to  law,  and  that  the  appellee  pay  the  costs 
of  the  appeal. 

/.  L,  Baker  and  J.  Bakery  for  the  plaintiff. 

Markham  and  Fennessey  in  propria  persona j  for  the  defendant 


Perry  v.  Gerbeau  and  Wife.     V,  N.  S.  14. 

Tb«  attorney  in  fact  to  whom  the  plaintiff  had  endoraed  a  note  for  collection,  may  be 

permitted  to  strike  out  the  endoreement,  at  the  trials 
Evidence  of  the  admisaiont  of  the  party  is  of  the  most  dan^rous  kind« 
A  wife  is  not  bound  by  a  note  executed  jointly  and  severally  with  her  hnsbaad,  on  a  oon* 

tract  which  did  not  turn  to  her  advantaf  e. 

FIFTH  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

The  detendants  in  the  original  answer,  pleaded  the  general  issue, 
and  afterwards,  with  leave  of  the  court,  a  plea  by  whicli  they  averred 
"  that  a  partnership  for  the  purchase  of  cotton  existed  between  one  of 
them  and  the  plaintiff,  in  the  years  1818  and  1819:  that  they  were  to 
share  the  profits  and  losses  equally,  and  that  a  loss  was  sustained  in 
purchasing  and  selling  this  cotton,  to  the  amount  of  2400  dollars,  one 
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half  of  which  sum  should  be  taken  as  an  offset  against  the  claim  set 
ap  in  the  petition. 

The  first  question  necessary  to  be  decided  arises  out  of  an  endorse- 
ment made  on  the  note  by  the  petitioner  previous  to  the  institution  of 
the  suit,  and  existing  on  it  at  the  time  of  the  trial. 

On  offering  it  in  evidence  the  defendants  objected  that  as  the 
petitioner,  who  was  payee,  had  endorsed  it  over  to  his  attorney  in 
the  present  case,  it  could  not  be  received  in  evidence,  the  legal  title 
being  vested  in  another 

The  counsel  for  the  plaintiff  then  applied  to  the  court  for  leave  to 
strike  out  the  endorsement,  which  leave  was  granted.  The  defen- 
dants excepted  to  the  decision. 

In  the  bill  of  exceptions  it  is  stated  by  the  judge,  that  he  granted 
the  permission  prayed  for,  because  the  plaintiff's  attorney  was  the 
endorsee. 

It  is  certainly  a  well  established  principle  of  law,  that  actions  can 
only,  be  maintained  on  notes  or  obligations  by  those  in  whom  the 
legal  title  is  vested.  This  has  been  adihitted  in  argument:  and  it  has 
also  been  conceded  that  the  apparent  legal  title  was  not  in  the  plain- 
tiff at  the  time  the  suit  was  instituted,  but  it  was  urged  that  in  point 
of  fact  the  real  interest  in  the  note  always  was. in  the  payee;  and  that 
proof  of  these  facts  could  be,  and  was  given,  at  the  time  of  the  trial. 

If  it  followed  that,  in  all  cases,  the  legal  interest  in  a  note  was 
vested  in  the  person  to  whom  it  was  endorsed,  or  to  whom,  by  its 
terms,  it  was  made  payable-— then,  perhaps,  the  objection  takeni  by 
the  defendants,  would  be  valid.  But,  in  many  instances,  these  facts 
only  afford  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  legal  interest.  In  the  case  of 
an  endorser  who,  on  the  failure  of  the  maker  of  a  note,  or  the  acceptor 
of  a  bill,  has  been  obliged  to  take  it  up;  it  is  plain  that  although  his 
name  still  remains  on  the  bill,  yet,  by  the  fact  of  payment,  the  legal 
right  to  it  is  revested  in  him--<ind  that,  on  producing  the  note  and 
proving  this  payment,  he  can  recover  on  it.  So,  where  the  drawer 
has  been  obliged  to  pay  the  amount  of  a  bill  of  exchange  to  the  payee, 
in  consequence  of  the  acceptor's  failing  to  discharge  it.  And  in  the 
latter  case  it  surely  would  not  be  necessary  to  strike  out  the  name  of 
the.  payee  in  order  to  maintain  the  action.  To  require  such  a  formal- 
ity would  indeed  be  inconsistent  with  the  allegation  necessary  to 
enable  the  drawer  to  recover  from  the  acceptor. 

JBeing  satisfied,  therefore,,  that  the  fact  of  the  endorsement  remain- 
ing on  the  bill,  was  not  conclusive  evidence  that  the  right  was  out  of 
the  petitioner,  we  think  the  court  did  not  err  in  permitting  the  person 
to  whom  it  was  endorsed,  to  prove  that  he  had  no  title  to  the  note; 
and  certainly  he  could  not  have  given  better  evidence  of  this  fact,  than 
by  first  suing  in  the  name  of  the  endorser,  and  then  striking  out  the 
endorsement. 

There  is  nothing  in  what  has  been  just  said  which  has  a  tendency 
to  shake  the  doctrine  established  in  the  cases  of  Thompson  v.  Flower 
et  al.j  and  Kobson  v.  Early.    In  neither  of  them  did  there  appear 


Digitized  by 


Google 


444  SUPREME  COURT. 

[Perry  «.  Gerbeaa  and  Wife.] 

any  evidence  of  right  to  the  instrument  sued  on,  but  that  which 
resulted  from  the  possession  of  it.  In  the  latter  case,  it  was  the 
endorser,  and  not  as  here  the  endorsee,  who  offered  to  strike  out  the 
endorsement.  The  expressions  used  in  the  case  of  Moore  v.  Max- 
well, must  be  understood  in  relation  to  the  case  then  before  the  court 
The  whole  opinion  is  predicated  on  the  want  of  evidence  to  show  the 
plaintiff  had  any  interest  in  the  note.     1  K  S.  301,  373;  2  Ibid.  249. 

The  second  question  which  the  cause  presents,  sdso  arises  on  a  bill 
of  exceptions.  The  defendants  offered  to  prove,  at  the  time  the  mort- 
gage was  executed,  an  admission  had  been  made  by  the  plaintiff,  that 
there  were  losses  on  the  partnership  which  had  existed  between  the 
parties,  for  the  purchase  of  cotton,  to  the  amount  of  1600  dollars,  for 
which  the  petitioner  had  promised  to  send  one  of  the  defendants  goods. 
This  evidence  was  objected  to,  and  rejected  by  the  court 

The  claim  set  up  in  the  answer,  was  one  in  reconvention,  and  was 
too  general.  Such  demands  should  have  the  same  certainty  as  a 
petition.  The  evidence  offered  was  to  prove  a  distinct  contract  to 
send  goods,  of  which  no  intimation  was  given  by  the  pleadings;  and 
it  was  attempted  to  be  proved  by  the  most  dangerous  *  of  all  evidence, 
parol  proof  of  the  admissions  of  the  party. 

We  think,  therefore,  the  judge  did  not  err  in  rejecting  the  testimony, 
but  he  erred  in  giving  judgment  against  the  wife,  as,  by  the  evidence 
introduced  by  the  plaintiff  himself,  it  appears  she  was  not  bound  by 
the  contract.  Wives  are  not  responsible  for  the  agreements  which 
they  enter  into  jointly,  or  jointly  and  severally,  with  their  husbands, 
unless  it  is  shown  they  have  renounced  those  laws  made  for  their 
protection,  or  that  the  contract  has  been  profitable  to  them.  7  Mar- 
iin^  465;  4  N.  S.  388,  230. 

As  it  is  possible  the  husband  may  have  a  claim  against  the  plain- 
tiff, for  the  losses  sustained  by  the  partnership,  we  shall  reserve  him 
his  right  to  enforce  it  in  a  separate  action. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  it  is  fur- 
ther ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  plaintiffs  do  recover  of 
the  defendant,  Joseph  Gerbeau,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty-two  dollarsand  fifteen cei^ts,  with  three  per  cent,  interest 
from  the  25th  of  August  1821,  until  paid,  and  costs  in  the  court  below, 
those  of  appeal  to  be  borne  by  the  appellee.  And  it  is  further  ordered, 
adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  mortgaged  premises  be  seized  and  sold 
to  satisfy  the  judgment  rendered  in  the  case;  and  that  nothing  con- 
tained in  this  decree  shall  affect  the  right  of  the  defendant,  J.  Gerbeau, 
to  hereafter  enforce  any  claim  for  losses  sustained  by  the  partnership 
set  forth  in  the  annexed  answer  filed  in  the  case. 

Broumsotiy  for  the  plaintiff. 

Simon  and  Fennessey^  for  the  defendants. 

*  By  dangerow  the  ooort  ia  ■QppoMd  to  metn  mort  likelj  to  miilead. 
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Carlin  v.  Dumartrait  et  al.    IV,  N.  S.  20. 

FIFTH  District. 

The  transfer  of  a  debt  vests  only  an  inchoate  right  in  the  assignee, 
and,  until  notice  to  the  debtor,  any  creditor  of  the  assignor  might 
pursue  it.    Civil  Code,  368,  art  128. 


Ozanne  v.  Delille.     V,  N.  S.  21. 

COURT  of  Probates  of  the  Parish  of  St.  Martins. 

On  an  application  to  dismiss  a  tutor,  evidence  may  be  given  of  his 
incorrect  conduct  in  transactions  with  other  persons,  when  they  have 
been  specifically  stated  in  the  complaint. 

He  cannot  be  allowed  to  show  that  the  petitioner  (who  does  not 
solicit  the  tutorship)  lives  with  a  woman  of  color. 

On  a  charge  of  bad  morals  in  the  tutor  and  of  such  neglect  as  en- 
dangers the  minor's  property,  evidence  cannot  be  given  of  the  neglect 
of  their  education. 

It  is  not  a  good  ground  for  the  removal  of  the  natural  tutor,  that 
he  failed  to  make  an  inventory  in  ten  days  after  his  appointment. 

Neither  is  his  insolvency  before  his  appointment,  a  cause  of 
removal 
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Gonsoulin's.  Heirs  v.  Brashear.     V,  N.  S.  33. 

A  party  who  obtained  the  g^orernor^s  order  to  be  pat  in  pocseasion  of  vacant  laud,  in 
1783,  but  does  not  appear  to  have  taken  it,  cannot  evict  one  who  obtained  a  aimiiar 
order  in  1302,  and  b  in  poeseasion  under  it 

FIFTH  District. 

PoRTERy  J.,  delivered  the  opfnion  of  the  court. 

The  plaintiffs  claim  a  tract  of  land  in  possession  of  the  defendant, 
who  pleads  title  to  it  in  himself. 

Both  parties  assert  a  right  to  the  premises  in  virtue  of  orders  of 
survey  issued  by  the  Spanish  government,  and  since  confirmed  by  the 
commissioners  of  the  United  States.  The  locus  in  quo  is  admitted 
to  be  the  same. 

That  of  the  plaintiff  is  eldest.  It  is  dated  in  the  year  1783.  The 
petitioners  in  their  requete  state,  that  the  island  which  they  solicit 
is  situated  about  four  leagues  to  the  west  of  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Chaffalaya,  and  that  they  wish  to  obtain  a  title  in  order  that  they 
may  form  an  establishment,  to  supply  the  capital  in  case  of  need  with 
pork  and  bacon. 

The  comiuandant  of  Attakapas  certifies,  that  the  land  solicited  is 
of  no  value,  except  for  the  objects  mentioned  in  the  requele.  The 
governor  directs  the  surveyor  general,  to  place  the  petitioners  on  the 
land  solicited,  conformably  to  their  memorial. 

From  the  issuing  of  this  order  of  survey  up  to  the  time  of  applying 
for  the  commissioner's  certifi:'ale,in  the  year  1816,  it  does  not  appear 
that  the  plaintiffs  or  those  under  whom  they  claim,  ever  exercised 
any  acts  of  ownership  over  the  land  in  question.  They  never  placed 
slaves  or  hogs  on  it,  as  they  stated  in  the  petition  they  would  do: 
nor  ever  paid  taxes  on  it  as  making  a  pari  of  their  property.  An 
attempt  was  made  on  the  trial  to  prove  they  had  complied  with  the 
engagement  contained  in  their  requeie^  but  the  evidence  wholly  foils 
to  establish  it. 

The  title  of  the  defendant  is  founded  on  an  order  of  survey,  dated 
in  the  year  1820.  An  actual  survey  of  the  premises  was  made.  An 
actual  settlement  took  place,  and  with  the  exception  of  three  or  four 
years'  absence,  during  which  time  taxes  were  regularly  paid,  the  land 
has  been  inhabited  up  to  the  commencement  of  this  suit. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  have  relinquished  their  title 
to  both,  and  the  parlies  so  fir  as  their  rights  may  depend  on  any 
sanction  from  that  source,  stand  with  equal  pretensions  before  the 
court.    They  are*  therefore  both  thrown  back  on  their  titles,  under 
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the  former  government.  If  these  titles  were  complete  grants,  their 
date  would  decide  the  question,  for  the  title  having  once  passed  from 
the  sovereign  to  the  subject,  he  could  not  grant  it  to  another.  But 
the  orders  of  survey  on  which  each  of  the  parties  claim,  left  the  title 
or  dominion  of  the  soil  vested  in  the  government.  They  furnished 
an  equitable  right  to  those  in  whose  favor  they  issued,  to  demand  a 
title  of  the  grantor,  but  nothing  more;  a  reference  to  the  various 
negotiations  made  by  the  Spanish  authorities  during  the  time  Lou- 
isiana was  possessed  by  that  government,  we  think  clearly  shows, 
that  the  dominion  of  tlie  soil  was  not  to  be  considered  as  vested  in 
the  person  applying  for  land,  until  the  grant  issued.  The  government 
of  the  United  States  when  they  took  possession  of  the  country,  by 
requiring  all  those  who  had  inchoate  titles  to  present  them  for 
approval,  showed  that  they  considered  they  required  confirmation 
and  a  patent  to  vest  the  title. 

As  therefore  the  legal  title  was  not  vested  in  either  plaintiff  or 
defendant  under  the  former  government,  their  rights  must  be  decided 
by  ascertaining  which  of  them  had  the  strongest  equitable  one,  or  in 
other  words,  which  ofthem,  according  to  the  laws,  usages  and  customs 
prevailing  while  that  government  had  possession  of  Louisiana,  would 
have  had  the  best  right  to  the  premises. 

We  think  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  the  defendants  would.  The 
policy  of  the  Spanish  government,  as  is  well  known,  was  to  invite 
emigration  and  promote  the  settlement  of  the  country.  All  the  general 
regulations  in  relation  to  land  in  the  province,  and  almost  every  order 
of  survey  they  issued,  proves  that  the  motives  just  mentioned  were 
the  ruling  ones.  Repeated  proclamations  of  the  governors  declared 
.all  orders  of  survey  null,  the  land  conceded  in  which,  was  not  settled 
within  a  limited  time.  The  plaintiff's  pretensions  tried  by  this  test 
are  entirely  defective.  In  1783  their  ancestor  applied  for  the  land, 
and  held  out  to  the  government  as  an  inducement  to  grant  it,  that  it 
was  unfit  for  any  other  purpose  but  that  of  raising  hogs,  and,  that  if 
given  to  him  he  would  proceed  to  place  slaves  and  swine  there  to 
succor  the  capital  with  meat  of  that  kind.  During  the  space  of 
nineteen  years  that  had  elapsed  from  the  granting  this  order  of  survey 
until  the  issuing  the  second,  he  failed  to  comply  with  the  promise. 
It  was  not  surveyed,  nor  settled,  nor  even  taxes  paid  on  it.  Under 
such  circumstances,  as  there  was  no  legal  obligation  on  the  part  of 
the  government  to  issue  a  grant  for  the  land,  we  are  satisfied  there 
was  no  moral  one.  And  we  are  of  opinion  that,  if  the  parties  now 
before  us  were  each  claiming  a  title  from  the  Spanish  government 
had  it  remained  here,  and  contesting  the  validity  of  each  other's  pre- 
tensions, the  title  of  the  defendant  would  prevail. 

This  opinion  renders  it  unnecessary  to  examine  the  question  of 
prescription. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  afiirmed,  with  costs. 

Simon  and  Baker^  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Brownson^  for  the  defendant. 
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Dumartrait  v.  Deblanc  and  Wife.    IV,  N.  S.  38. 

FIFTH  District 

A  wife  cannot  offer  to  prove,  without  having  pleaded,  that  the 
note  was  given  for  a  debt  of  her  husband  and  not  for  her  benefit. 
No  issue  is  to  be  tried,  which  is  not  presented  by  the  pleadings. 


Garland  v.  Lockett.     V,  N.  S.  40. 

FIFTH  District. 

The  attorney  in  fact  of  absent  heirs  may  maintain  an  action  in  his 
own  name  on  a  note  he  received  in  settling  their  claim  against  the 
maker. 

The  past  use  of  money  is  a  good  consideration  to  support  a  pro- 
mise to  pay  interest. 

The  use  of  the  money  forms  a  good  consideration  for  such  pro- 
mise. ^  This  contract  is  called  in  our  law  constitvtx  pecunise.  See 
Pothtevj  Oblig.  part  2,  cap.  6,  sect.  9,  Constitutm  PecuniaSy  no.  3  and 
8.    Also,  2  Blackstone,  p.  446. 
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Debaillen  v.  Ponsony.     V,  N.  S.  42. 

COURT  of  Probates  of  St.  Landry. 

An  appeal  lies  from  the  refusal  to  set  aside  a  writ  of  sequestration. 
It  cannot  issue  on  an  affidavit  that  the  defendant  intends  to  remove 
his  property  out  of  the  parish. 

The  term  jurisdiction  of  a  court  in  relation  to  place,  means  the 
limits  within  which  its  original  process  extends,  not  where  its  writ  of 
execution  may  run. 


Stille  V.  Brownson.     V,  N.  S.  48. 

FIRST  District. 

This  case  was  declared  not  to  be  distinguishable  from  thatof  Abat 
V,  Casteres,  3  N,  S.  220;  in  which,  it  was  heldy  that  the  purchaser  at 
a  sheriff's  sale  cannot  refuse  payment  on  the  ground  he  acquired  no 
title,  unless  he  shows  he  was  evicted.  See,  also.  Tabor  v.  Johnson 
et  al.j  Ibid,  674. 


Day  and  Wife  v.  Thibodeau.     V,  N.  S.  48. 

FIFTH  District 

A  will,  valid  and  legal,  according  to  the  law  of  the  place  in  which 
it  was  made,  vests  the  property  bequeathed  in  the  legatee. 

38* 
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SkiUman  and  Wife  v.  Lacy.     V,  N.  S.  50. 

The  coart  of  probates  it  not  without  a  jurifdiction  ratiem  w^ttria  in  a,  case  in  which 

some  of  the  defsudants  are  minors  and  some  majors. 
The  issue  of  a  mortgaged  female  slave,  born  aAer  a  sale  by  the  mortgagor,  are  in  the 

hands  of  the  vendee  unaffected  by  the  mortgage. 

COURT  of  Probates  of  the  Parish  of  St.  Mary. 

Mathbws,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  is  an  appeal  taken  by  the  heirs  of  the  original  defendant,  who 
died  since  the  judgment  rendered  in  a  suit  against  him,  from  a  judg- 
ment given  in  the  court  abovb  stated,  against  them  in  their  capacity 
as  heirs,  which  decreed  the  original  judgment  to  be  executed. 

The  first  objection  to  the  proceedings  of  the  plaintiffs,  is  a  plea  to 
the  jurisdition  of  the  court  of  probates,  which  comes  rather  ungra- 
ciously from  the  defendants,  as  they  had  succeeded  in  a  plea  of  the 
kind  before  the  district  court,  in  consequence  of  which,  the  present 
suit  was  commenced  before  the  court  of  probates.  We  are  of  opinion 
that  the  latter  court  is  not  wholly  without  jurisdiction  ratione  ma- 
/eria?,and  although  some  of  the  defendants  might  possibly  have  been 
sued  before  the  tribunals  of  ordinary  jurisdiction,  yet  as  part  of  them 
are  minors  the  whole  affair  was  well  submitted  to  the  probate  court, 
more  especially  as  to  a  mortgage  on  properly  of  their  ancestor. 

Another  objection  is  found  on  the  record  to  rendering  the  original 
judgment  executory,  on  account  of  uncertainty.  We  however  believe 
it  to  be  sufficiently  certain  to  authorise  the  seizure  of  the  mortgaged 
property,  being  clear  and  explicit  to  the  amount  of  3000  dollars. 

Having  thus  disposed  of  these  preliminary  difficulties,  we  proceed 
to  examine  the  errors  complained  of  by  the  appellant  in  the  judgment 
rendered  by  the  court  below.  The  property  on  which  the  tacit  mort- 
gage of  the  plaintiffs  existed  was  two  slaves,  one  of  whom  is  a  female. 
They  were  sold  and  delivered  into  the  possession  of  the  ancestor  of 
the  defendants  by  the  legal  owner, against  whom  the  mortgage  which 
affected  them  was  raised  by  operation  of  law.  After  the  sale  and 
transfer  above  stated,  the  female  slave  had  several  children,  who  b/ 
order  of  the  court  of  probates  have  been  seized,  with  the  mother,  and 
directed  to  be  sold  to  satisfy  the  plaintiffs'  demand.  This  part  of  the 
judgment,  the  defendants  allege  to  be  erroneous,  and  insist,  that  how- 
ever well  established  the  general  principle  of  law  may  be,  that  the 
fruits  of  mortgaged  property  are  subjected  to  the  mortgage  while  in 
the  hands  of'the  mortgagor;  they  cease  to  be  subject  to  that  bond  or 
lien,  when  they  accrue  after  a  regular  transfer  of  the  original  property 
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to  a  bona  fide  purchaser  and  possessor.  The  doctrine  thus  assumed 
by  the  counsel  for  the  appellants  is,  in  our  opinion,  fully  supported 
by  the  authorities  which  they  cite.  See  Cu.  Phi.  ver.  Hypoteca  and 
R.  D,  B.  20, 1,  291.  But  it  is  contended  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiffs, 
that  as  some  of  those  children,  if  not  all,  were  born  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  suit  against  Lacy  the  ancestor,  he  and  his  heirs 
have  been,  ever  since  that  period,  possessors  in  bad  faith  and  are 
therefore  bound  to  suffer  the  fruits  or  offspring  of  the  slave,  to  be  sold 
for  their  benefit.  We  are,  however,  of  opinion,  that  a  possessor  under 
a  legal  title,  in  good  faith,  does  not  lose  the  advantage  of  such  good 
faith  until  an  order  of  a  competent  tribunal  compels  him  to  surrender 
to  some  equitable  claim  or  lien,  the  property  by  him  thus  legally  held. 
According  to  the  laws  above  cited,  the  children  of  the  female  slave, 
being  born  whilst  the  mother  was  in  the  possession  of  the  ancestor  of 
the  plaintiffs,  they  became  his  property  in  clear  and  absolute  owner- 
ship, unencumbered  by  the  tacit  niortgage  of  the  appellees;  and  we 
have  been  unable  to  discover  any  facts  in  the  record  which  in  any 
manner  infringe  this  absolute  right  acquired  by  the  father,  and  which 
has  descended  to  his  children. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment  of 
the  court  of  probates  be  avoided,  reversed  and  annulled:  and  it  is 
farther  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  order  of  seizure  and 
sale,  which  is  hereby  granted,  be  restrained  to  the  property  or  slaves 
who  were  affected  by  the  mortgage  of  the  plaintiffs,  whilst  they  were 
in  the  hands  of  Haney,  the  vendor  to  Lacy,  and  it  is  further  ordered, 
adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  appellees  pay  the  costs  of  this  appeal. 

Simon  and  Bowen,  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Baker  and  firownson,  for  the  defendant. 


Sprigg  V.  Boissier  and  Wife.     V,  N,  S.  54. 

The  wife  U  not  bound  by  a  nolo  executed  jointly  with  her  husband,  even  in  the  hands  of 
an  endorsee:  and  whon  it  wis  given  for  property,  boagiit  by  the  husband  during  the 
marriage^ 

FIFTH  District. 

PoBTER,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 
This  action  was  instituted  by  the  endorsee  of  a  promissory  note, 
against  the  defendants,  makers  thereof. 
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There  was  judgment  in  tbe  district  court  against  the  husband  and 
in  favor  of  the  wife.  The  plaintiff  appealed,  and  has  complained  of 
that  part  of  it,  which  exonerated  the  latter  from  responsibility. 

The  note  is  in  the  usual  form  of  negotiable  paper;  it  is  joint  and 
several,  and  it  is  shown  by  the  evidence,  that  it  was  given  in  pay- 
ment of  property  purchased  by  the  husband. 

The  contract,  therefore,  did  not  bind  the  wife^  she  was  in  reality 
nothing  but  surety,  and  we  have  held  that  the  prohibition  against 
her  euiering  into  such  contract,  could  not  be  avoided,  by  giving  to 
tbe  agreement  the  form  of  an  obligation  in  aolido.  Banks  v,  Trudeau^ 
2  A^.  AT.  29. 

But  the  appellant  urges,  that  this  contract  must  be  as  binding  on 
the  wife,  as  if  she  was  named  vendee  in  theactof  saleof  the  property 
for  which  the  note  was  given.  ^<  Because  whether  the  act  of  sale  be 
made  to  the  husband  alone,  or  to  the  wife,  or  to  them  jointly,  the 
effect  is  the  same  if  it  results  to  their  common  benefit/' 

It  is  true  the  benefits  of  a  purchase  made  by  the  husband  may  be 
shared  by  the  wife,  but  it  is  not  true  that  she  becomes  the  owner  of 
the  property,  for  he  may  sell  it,  exchange  it,  or  even  give  it  away 
without  her  consent  Had  her  natne  been  inserted  in  the  act  of  sale 
she  would  have  held  the  one  half  of  the  land,  in  her  own  right.  It 
could  not  have  been  alienated  without  her  consent,  and  without  the 
pursuance  of  those  formalities  which  the  law  has  established  for  her 
protection.  There  is  no  ground  for  assimilating  the  two  contracts, 
and  we  are  quite  clear,  that  the  agreement  entered  into  in  this  case 
did  not  bind  the  wife. 

The  appellant,  however,  insists  that  though  this  note  might  not 
have  been  good  in  the  hands  of  the  payee,  yet  that  in  those  of  an  en- 
dorsee for  a  valuable  consideration,  the  wife  cannot  resist  the  pay- 
ment. This  doctrine  if  sanctioned  by  the  court,  would  certainly 
afford  a  safe  and  compendious  way,  of  evading  the  whole  of  our  laws 
for  the  protection  of  married  women.  In  support  of  this  position  he 
has  relied  on  that  part  of  our  mercantile  law  which  prevents  the  con- 
sideration of  a  note  being  gone  into  in  an  action  by  the  endorsee,  and 
has  referred  us  to  several  cases  where  it  has  been  held,  that  unless 
the  illegal  consideration  was  such  as  made  the  contract  void,  the 
maker  could  not  resist  the  payment.  This  is  true  when  the  objection 
arises  from  the  consideration,  but  when  it  is  derived  from  the  inca- 
pacity to  contract,  then  that,  which  had  not  a  binding  effect  when  it 
was  made,  cannot  acquire  it  by  endorsement.  Thus  by  the  law  mer- 
chant, the  contract  of  the  infant  is  only  voidable,  and  yet  a  note  exe- 
cuted by  him,  cannot  be  recovered  on  by  the  endorsee.  Admitting 
the  act  by  which  a  married  woman  becomes  surety  for  her  husband 
to  be  voidable  only,  we  are  unable  to  distinguish  her  case  from  that 
of  an  infant  at  common  law.  But  it  is  unnecessary  to  put  the  case 
on  that  ground,  for  the  law  of  Toro,  so  often  cited  in  the  court,  declares 
that  the  engagement  of  the  married  woman,  by  which  she  became 
surety  for  her  husband,  shall  be  of  no  effect^  unless  it  b  proved  to 
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have  been  beneficial  to  her.  No  queda  obligada,  a  menos  que  se 
prueba  haberse  converiida  la  deuda  en  suprovecho. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
pf  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

JSSng  and  Markhanij  for  the  plaintiff. 

Todd  and  Simon,  for  the  defendants. 


Hodge  V.  Eastin.     V,  N.  S.  57. 

FIFTH  District. 

Evidence  may  be  given  that  a  partner  endorsed  the  note  for  the 
firm,  ahhough  it  be  not  averred  that  the  partnership  was  a  commer- 
cial one,  nor  that  the  partner  had  authority  to  administer  its  affairs. 


Chretien  v.  Her  Husband.     V,  N.  S.  60. 

The  wife  is  boond  to  follow  her  hosbaiid  wherever  he  determines  to  go. 

FIFTH  District 

Mabtin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  wife  seeks  a  separation  of  bed  and  board,  and  of  property,  on 
an  allegation  of  being  abandoned — she  shows  she  made  the  summons 
to  her  husband,  to  return  to  the  common  dwelling,  which  he  disre- 
garded. 

He  answers  that  the  wife  is  bound  to  reside  with  her  husband  in 
the  marital  house,  which  is  that  he  has  selected  for  the  residence  of 
himself  and  his  family — that  he  has  removed,  as  he  had  a  right  to  do, 
from  the  house  in  which  the  wife  resides,  to  another  in  the  same 
parish,  where  he  is  and  has  ever  been  ready  to  receive  her,  but  she 
refuses  to  come. 
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He  bad  judgment,  and  she  appealed. 

Her  counsel  urges  that  the  district  court  erred  in  concluding  that  in 
the  present  case  there  is  no  abandonment,  because  the  wife  is  bound 
to  follow  her  husband  wherever  he  chooses  to  remove  his  domicil. 

Further,  that  the  record  contains  no  evidence  of  the  readiness  of  the 
husband  to  receive  the  wife  in  the  house  in  which  he  now  dwells. 

The  counsel  contends  that  the  law  has  given  the  wife  the  power  of 
suing  for  separation,  in  case  of  abandonment,  Civil  Code,  139,  which 
is  inconsistent  with  the  obligation  of  the  wife  to  follow  her  husband 
wherever  he  chooes  to  reside. 

The  case  of  abandonment  of  which  the  Code  speaks,  is  that  where 
the  husband  abandons  the  wife,  and  wanders  about  without  a  fixed 
domicil.  Many  circumstances  may  imperiously  require  the  removal 
of  the  family  from  one  part  of  the  state  to  the  other.  Of  the  wants  of 
the  family,  and  the  means  of  supplying  them,  and  the  place  of  its  resi- 
dence, the  husband  is  the  best  judge,  and  wherever  he  chooses  to  go, 
the  wife  must  certainly  follow  him.  If  she  remains  behind,  he,  and 
not  she,  may  complain  of  abandonment. 

The  husband,  in  this  case,  has  attested  his  readiness  to  receive  the 
wife  at  his  present  place  of  abode.  This  it  is  his  duly  to  do;  and  the 
wife,  if  she  expects  any  advantage  from  his  refusal,  ought  to  have 
shown  it.  It  is  a  positive  fact,  of  which  the  defendant  could  not  be 
required  to  administer  negative  proof. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Robin,  for  the  plaintiff. 

Simon,  for  the  defendant 


Sanders  v.  Harding's  Heirs.     V,  N.  S.  62. 

FIFTH  District. 

The  net  proceeds  of  an  estate,  are  the  amount  of  the  inventory, 
after  deducting  the  debts  of  insolvent  debtors,  articles  which  prove  of 
no  value,  and  its  passive  debts. 
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Duralde's  Heirs  v.  Guidry.     V,  N.  8.  65. 

FIFTH  District. 

The  certificate  of  the  notary,  that  he  notified  the  endorser  by 
express,  although  read  without  opposition,  does  not  establish  a  legal 
notice. 


Castille  v.  Dumartrait.     V,  N.  S.  69. 

COURTof  Probates  of  St.  Martin's. 

The  petition  may  be  amended  by  praying  for  the  restitution  of  the 
property,  instead  of  the  payment  of  its  value..  This  not  being  an 
altering  of  the  substance  of  the  demand  under  Code  of  Practice,  419. 


Fusilier  v.  Hennen.     V,  N.  S.  7 1 . 

FIFTH  District. 

This  case  similar  to,  and  ruled  by  KUng  v.  Fisk,  4  N.  S.  391. 
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Abat  V.  Sigura.     V,  N.  S.  73. 

FIFTH  District. 

If  the  endorser  of  a  note  plead  the  general  issue,  want  of  notice 
and  fraud,  bis  counsel  has  not  the  right  of  opening  the  case  to  the 
jury. 

On  plaintiff  was  the  burthen  of  proof  as  to  notice  of  protest,  and 
whenever  plaintiff  has  the  affirmative  in  any  one  of  the  issues,  he 
has  a  right  to  open  and  close  the  ailment. 


Rees  V.  Dejean.     V,  N.  S.  76. 

FIFTH  District 

Interest  on  a  twelve-months'  bond  is  to  be  paid  at  the  rate  often 
per  cent,  if  by  the  judgment  the  debtor  was  to  be  charged  at  that 
rate  till  payment    See  Acts  of  1817,  p.  134. 


Perry  v.  Believre.     V,  N,  S.  78. 

FIFTH  District 

Plaintiff  describing  himself  as  ^  of  the  kingdom  of  France,"  gives 
himself  a  sufficient  domicil. 
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Foster  v.  Murphy.    V,  N.  S.  79. 

FIFTH  District. 

Iq  tfris  ease  the  Court  8aid:«^The  present  case,  although  differitig 
somewhat  in  print  of  facts  and  circumstances,  is  not  distingnishable 
as  to  principle,  from  several  cases  lately  decided  by  this  court;  particu- 
larly the  cases  of  Abat  v.  Casteres,  and  Tabor  v.  Johnston  et  al.^  report- 
ed in  3  iV:  <£  220  and  674. 

If  indeed  there  be  any  difference,  it  is  such  as  to  make  the  case  now 
under  consideration,  stronger  against  the  plamtiff.  The  property  was 
sold  under  execution  on  a  twelve-months'  bond,  in  which  the  present 
plaintiff  was  bound  as  surety  with  the  defendant  in  execution,  who 
became  the  purchaser  under  the  original  execution,  and  who  it  seems 
never  ceased  to  be  proprietor  until  the  sale  on  the  bond.  He  alone 
could  interfere  to  disturb  the  appellee  in  his  right  and  possession, 
acquired  in  pursuance  of  the  sale  by  the  sheriff,  which  would  cer- 
tainly be  a  vain  act  on  his  part,  as  the  property  would  immediately 
be  subjected  to  seizure  on  the  judgment,  which  would  9Cill  remaio  in 
force  againat  bixsL  U  is,  however,  settled  by  the  ctuses  cited,  that  a 
puroiuuier  b^  sheriff's  sale  oaitoot  nsfuse  to  pay  the  price  by  bim  bid 
for  the  property,  unless  be  be^eUiaUy  evicted  fcoin  the  same,  by  acN»e 
legal  process. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  avoided,  reversed  and  annulled,  and  it  is 
further  ordered,  that  judgment  be  here  entered  for  the  defendant  and 
appellant,  with  costs  in  both  courts. 

Bakery  for  the  plaintiff. 

Lesassier  and  boweriy  for  the  defendant. 


Vol.  III.— 39 
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Broussard  v.  His  Creditors.     V,  N.  S.  82. 

FIFTH  District. 

After  the  process-verbal  of  the  meeting  of  the  creditors  of  an  insol- 
vent  is  closed,  the  notary  cannot,  on  a  subsequent  day,  receive  the 
votes  of  creditors  who  did  not  meet 


Irwin  V.  Robb.     V,  N.  S.  84. 

FIFTH  District. 

An  appeal  brought  up  without  a  statement  of  facts,  bill  of  ezcep- 
tions,  &C.,  so  that  the  proceedings  in  the  inferior  court  cannot  be 
examined,  is  ever  consiaered  as  a  frivolous  one. 


Gadiiigo  V.  P.  &  I.  Roques.     V,  N.  S.  85. 

FIFTH  District. 

On  an  appeal  from  the  dissolution  of  an  injunction,  alleged  errors 
in  the  proceedings  anterior  to  the  original  judgment,  cannot  be 
examined. 
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Provost  and  Wife  v.  Greig  et  al.     V,  N.  S.  87. 

FIFTH  District 

The  defendant  in  execution,  who  has  enjoined  several  executions 
at  the  suit  of  different  plaintiffs,  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff,  each  for  a 
sum  less  than  300  dollars,  cannot  give  the  Supreme  Court  jurisdiction 
of  an  appeal  from  a  judgment  dissolving  the  injunction. 
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Postlethwaite  v.  Hunt  et  al.    V,  N.  S.  89. 

SEVENTH  District. 

Appeal  dismissed  for  want  of  a  statement  of  facts,  &c.,  whereby 
the  case  might  be  reviewed. 


Frudhomme  v.  Murphy.     V,  N.  S.  90. 

SIXTH  District. 

Where  a  certiorari  has  been  granted  to  obtain  the  judge's  certi- 
ficate, due  diligence  must  be  used  to  have  it  retiumed,  or  the  appeal 
will  be  dismissed. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


OCTOBER  TERM,  1886.  461 


Pavie  V,  Noyrel.     V,  N.  S.  92. 

The  omiMion  to  charge  an  item  in  an  acconnt  that  is  shown  to  be  jostly  doe,  does  not 
prevent  a  snbseqaent  demand  for  it 

SIXTH  District 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

The  plaintiff  and  defendant  entered  into  partnership,  and  agreed  to 
put  in  an  equal  capital:  after  the  dissolution  of  the  firm,  the  former 
set  up  a  claim  for  interest  on  moneys  advanced  by  him  above  the 
amount  of  stock  he  was  obliged  to  furnish,  and  also  for  his  expenses 
while  attending  to  the  aflfairs  of  the  firm  in  New  Orleans. 

To  a  petition  setting  forth  these  facts,  and  claiming  the  sum  of  ^ve 
thousand  dollars,  the  defendant  pleaded: 

1.  That  the  residence  of  the  plaintiff  in  New  Orleans  was  not  bene- 
ficial to  the  firm. 

2.  That  different  accounts  had  been  settled  with  the  plaintiff,  in 
which  no  such  claims  were  set  up  as  these  advanced  in  the  petition; 
that  a  final  settlement  had  taken  place  between  them,  and  that  the 
plaintiff  has  received  his  portion  of  the  partnership  property. 

3.  That  the  plaintiff  bad  injured  the  partnership  by  his  neglect, 
and  bad  management  of  the  common  affairs,  to  the  amount  of  5000 
dollars. 

4.  That  the  plaintiff  has  been  credited  twice  for  the  sum  of  428 
dollars  92  cents. 

5.  That  he  had  occupied  himself  during  the  partnership  with  busi- 
ness other  than  that  of  the  firm,  by  which  he  had  gained  3000  dol- 
lars, one  half  of  which  he  should  account  for. 

The  answer  concludes  with  a  prayer  in  reconvention,  and  prays 
that  there  may  be  judgment  against  the  plaintiff. 

The  answer  was  submitted  to  a  jury  who  found  a  verdict  against 
the  defendant  for  1566  dollars  50  cents;  from  the  judgment  rendered 
in  conformity  therewith  he  has  appealed. 

The  counsel  have  argued  the  question  whether  interest  could  be 
properly  charged  on  advances  made  by  one  partner,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  firm:  but  the  finding  of  the  jury  renders  it  unnecessary  for  us  to 
go  into  that  question,  as  the  amount  claimed  for  the  expenses  during 
the  time  the  plaintiff  was  transacting  the  common  affairs  in  New 
Orleans,  justifies  the  verdict 

It  has  also  been  contended,  that,  as  several  accounts  current  passed 
between  the  parties,  in  which  no  mention  is  made  of  this  item, 
the  appellee  was  estopped  firom  claiming  it  in  this  suit    But  if  the 
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demand  be  legal  and  just,  it  is  our  opinion  that  the  silence  of  the 
plaintiff  respecting  it,  or  his  omission  to  put  it  into  the  account,  can  not 
prevent  him  from  recovering  this.  It  was  an  error  which  should  not 
prejudice  his  rights.  In  the  case  of  Girod  v.  The  Mayor,  &c.,  cited  by 
defendant's  counsel,  there  were  ntany  circumstances  which  this  does 
not  exhibit;  repeated  receipts  given  by  the  plaintiff,  forced  upon  the 
court  the  conclusion  that  his  subsequent  claim  for  salary  was  incon- 
sistent with  the  agreement  which  though  not  expressed,  was  well 
understood  between  the  patties.    4  Martin j  706. 

The  defendant  however  insists,  that  even  admitting  the  verdict  of 
the  jury  to  be  correct,  in  relation  to  the  expense  incun«d  by  the  plain- 
tiff, while  transacting  the  partnership  affairs,  there  is  an  evident  error 
in  not  allowing  the  &fendant  eredtt,  for  a  sum  which  in  the  account 
current  was  twice  charged  by  the  plaintiff.  It  is  impossible  for  the 
eoart  to  say  where  so  many  facts  were  put  at  issue,  and  so  many  dif- 
ferent consideorations  submitted  to  the  jury,  whether  they  allowed  this 
sum  or  not  Under  these  circumstances,  we  feel  unwilling  to  disturb 
the  verdict.  The  point  is  precisely  that  made  in  the  case  of  Ridiaid- 
son  t^.  Debuys  &  Longer,  and  must  receive  a  simikur  decision.  4 
N.  S.  132. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  ihnX  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  aflirmed,  with  costs. 

BuUardj  for  the  plaintiff. 

Rosiy  for  the  defendant 


Fredeau  v.  Grillet.     V,  N.  S.  95. 

SIXTH  District 

Verdict  of  the  jury  ordinarily  sustained  when  not  tumii^  on  an 
point  of  law. 
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Hesser  v.  Black  et  ah     V,  N.  S.  96. 

A  deed  cannot  be  set  aside  as  fraudulent  by  a  creditor  who  becomes  such  after  the  date 
of  the  alienation,  unless  it  be  proved  it  was  made  with  an  intention  to  defraud  future 
creditors. 

SIXTH  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  action  is  brought  to  recover  possession  of  a  tract  of  land  from 
the  defendants,  who  set  up  title  to  k  imder  a  sale  made  by  the  sheriff 
of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  in  the  year  1825.  Iliis  sale  purports  to 
be  made  under  a  judgment  rendered  against  the  father  of  the  plaintiff. 

The  answer  avers  that  the  conveyances  under  which  the  plaintiff 
claims  are  fraudulent  and  void. 

It  appears  in  evidence,  that  the  father  sold  to  one  Poissat,  in  the 
year  1808;  and  that  the  deed  from  Poissat  to  the  plaintiff,  is  dated  the 
30th  October,  1 820.  The  judgment  under  which  the  defendants  claim 
was  rendered  in  1817. 

We  have  been  in  the  habit  of  giving  great  weight  to  the  decisions 
of  the  court  below  on  questions  of  this  kind.  But  in  the  present 
instance  we  are  unable  to  see  any  evidence  on  which  the  judge  a  quo 
sustained  the  defence.  The  error  into  which  he  fell,  most  probably 
arose  from  considering  this  as  an  ordinary  case  where  creditors  attack 
an  act  made  in  fraud  of  their  rights.  The  proof  adduced,  shows, 
however,  that  the  plaintiff,  in  execution,  did  not  become  creditor 
until  years  after  the  date  of  this  conveyance  from  the  plaintiff's 
father,  which  is  alleged  to  be  fraudulent.  Under  such  circumstanoes 
our  law  only  gave  an  action,  when  it  was  proved  that  at  the  time  of 
the  alienation  the  party  alienating  had  the  intention  to  defrand  the 
future  creditor.  The  great  difficulty  of  furnishing  this  proof,  in  prac- 
tice, made  the  Spanish  jurisprudence  very  nearly  the  same  as  the 
Roman,  where  the  rule  was,  that  subsequent  creditors  could  not  re- 
voke alienations  made  previous  to  their  contracting  with  their  debtors, 
unless  the  money  lent  went  to  pay  the  old  creditors,  in  which  case  it 
was  held  the  new  ones  might  exercise  their  rights.  The  amendments 
lately  made  to  the  Civil  Code,  contain  a  positive  provision,  that  credi- 
tors caonot  annul  a  contract  made  before  the  time  their  debt  accrues. 
ff.  quse  in  fratui,  cred,  lib.  10,  sect.  1,  iaw  15  and  16;  Curia 
FhiUy).  iib.  2,  cap.  13,  verbo  Revocatcria  no.  12;  Louisiana  Code, 
1988.     See  also  the  case  of  Sides  v.  M'CuIlough,  7  Martin^  655. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed  that  the  judgment 
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of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  and  that  the 
plaintiff  do  recover  of  the  defendants  the  premises  mentioned  in  the 
petition,  with  costs  in  both  courts. 

Bullard^  for  the  plaintiff. 

Morris,  for  the  defendants. 


Heirs  of  Rouquier  v.  Executors  of  Rouquier. 

V,  N/S.  98. 

Land  given  by  the  Spanish  government  to  the  hut>band,di(inot  enter  into  the  commoQity. 

SIXTH  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  lieirs  of  the  wife  claim  a  tract  of  land  in  possession  of  the  ex- 
ecutors of  the  husband,  on  the  ground  that  it  made  a  part  of  the 
community  of  acquests  and  gains,  and  that  the  husband,  in  his  life- 
time, sold  to  them  all  the  property  which  he  had  held  in  community 
with  his  wife. 

The  only  question  in  the  case  is,  whether  the  tract  of  land  sued  for 
made  a  part  of  the  community  of  acquests  and  gains.  It  appears 
clear  to  us  it  did  not.  The  title  from  the  Spanish  government  was, 
it  is  true,  obtained  during  coverture,  but  the  concession  was  in  the 
name  of  the  husband  alone,  and  it  has  been  already  decided  in  the 
case  of  De  Lemos  v.  Garcia,  that  lands  granted  by  the  king  to  one  of 
the  married  parties,  did  not  enter  into  the  community.  This  opinion 
has  been  lately  reviewed  and  confirmed  in  the  case  of  Frique  v.  Hop- 
kins, where  the  subject  has  been  gone  into  at  length.  1  N.  S.  334;  4 
Ibid.  334. 

The  plaintiffs  have  endeavored  to  distinguish  the  rights  of  the 
parties  before  us,  from  those  already  decided,  on  the  ground  that  the 
inotive  for  asking  for  the  land  from  the  government  was,  that  it  might 
benefit  the  community  property.  The  weight  to  which  this  argu- 
ment is  entitled,  has  been  considered  in  the  case  last  cited,  and  our 
opinion  fully  expressed  on  it.  We  are  satisfied  that  it  cannot  have 
the  influence  which  the  plaintiffs  attach  to  it;  and  even  if  it  did,  the 
facts  of  the  case  do  not  bring  them  within  the  exception  contended 
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for;  for  the  granilee  afiks  for  the  land,  not  for  the  use  of  the  property 
of  the  community,  but  for  his  own,  sespropres  animaux. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered^  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

DebliettXy  for  the  plaintifis. 

So»t,  for  the  defendants. 


William  Watson  &  Co.  v.  Clare,  Curator. 
V,  N.  S.  100. 

SIXTH  District. 

Where  the  appellant,  without  any  fault  of  his,  is  unable  to  bring 
up  the  case,  so  that  the  merits  can  be  examined,  the  cause  will  be 
remanded  for  a  new  triaL    See  Porter  v.  Dugat,  9  Mariin,  D2. 


Roman  Catholic  Church  v.  Miller.     V,  N.  S.  101. 

The  jodfre  of  probates  may  certify  tlie  record  at  any  time  after  judgrment 
A  legacy  of  so  much  money  in  a  drawer,  is  only  good  for  the  sum  found  there  at  the 
decease  of  the  testator. 

SEVENTH  District. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

The  plaintiffs  claim  500  dollars,  under  a  legacy  of  that  sum  (in  the 
will  of  the  late  D.  Garcia,)  <<  enclosed  in  a  letter  and  deposited  in  my 
(the  testator's)  armoir,  or  clothes  press,  in  a  drawer  marked  No.  2.*' 
The  curator  of  the  estate  refused  the  demand  on  the  ground  of  the 
legacy  being  a  nullity,  the  money  not  being  found  in  the  drawer  at 
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the  death  of  the  testator.  The  plain tifis  had  judgment,  and  the  de- 
fendant appealed. 

The  appellees  prayed  for  a  dismissal  of  the  appeal  for  want  of  a 
statement  of  facts,  done  in  due  time.  There  is  no  statement  of  facts, 
but  a  certificate  of  the  judge  of  probates,  several  months  after  the 
judgment,  attesting  the  record  contains  all  the  proceedings  and  evi- 
dence adduced  on  the  trial. 

We  think  this  suffices:  The  act  of  1820  requires  that  all  the  tes- 
timony given  at  the  trial  of  a  cause  in  the  court  of  probates,  shall  at 
the  time  be  reduced  to  writing,  to  serve  as  a  statement  of  facts.  This 
being  the  case,  and  there  appearing  depositions  of  witnesses,  we  must 
conclude  that  all  the  evidence  was  reduced  to  writing.  And  the 
transcript  of  the  record  duly  certified,  enables  us  to  examine  the 
merits  of  the  case,  and  this  certificate  may  be  made  after  the  judg- 
ment. 

It  appears  that  on  opening  the  will,  on  the  day  the  testator  was 
buried,  one  hundred  and  seventy  dollars  and  two  cents,  only,  were 
found  in  the  drawer  marked  No.  2,  but  upwards  of  seven  hundred 
dollars  were  found  in  this  and  the  other  drawers. 

The  plaintiff*s  legacy  is  a  particular  one.  The  legacy  of  the  pro- 
perty I  possess  in  such  a  place,  is  a  particular  one.  5  7bti//ter,  487 
and  514.  And  the  nature  of  the  legacy  is  not  varied  because  a  sum 
of  money  is  bequeathed.  A  legacy  of  one  hundred  reals,  which  I 
have  in  such  a  box,  is  good  for  so  much  as  the  testator  has  there,  up 
to  that  sum.  1  FebrerOy  cap.  2,  sect,  2,  /?.  24.  And  we  have  received 
from  Spain  a  positive  legislative  provision  in  this  respect  Part  6, 
9,  18.     Mor.  4-  Cur.  962. 

We  think  the  judge  ought  to  have  restrained  the  legacy  to  the 
money  found  in  the  designated  drawer. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  and  that  there  be  judgment  in 
favor  of  the  plaintiffs  for  one  hundred  and  seventy  dollars  and  two 
cents,  with  interest  from  the  judicial  demand,  with  costs  in  the  court 
below.    The  costs  of  appeal  to  be  paid  by  the  appellee. 

Rost  and  Johnston^  for  the  plaintiff. 

Fennesey^  for  the  defendant. 
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Burk  V.  Williamson.     V,  N.  S.  104. 

SIXTH  District. 

Appeal  dismissed  for  waat  of  a  statement  of  facts. 


Sprigg  V.  Wells.     V,  N.  8.  104. 

A  jadirment  is  not  final  unlil  signed  by  the  judge. 

SIXTH  District. 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

In  this  suit  the  plaintiflf  claims  a  lien  or  privilege  on  property^  in 
the  hands  of  a  third  possessor,  resulting  from  a  judicial  mortgage. 
His  claim  being  sustained  by  the  judgment  of  the  court  below,  the 
defendant  appealed. 

The  only  question  presented  by  the  case  to  be  solved,  arises  out  of 
the  construction  or  interpretation  of  the  law  relative  to  the  recording 
of  judgments.  To  give  such  recording  or  registering  the  effect  of  a 
mortgage,  (from  the  date  of  the  judgment,)  it  is  required,  that  it  be 
made  within  ten  days  from  the  time  at  which  such  judgment  may 
have  been  rendered.  See  1  Martin,  701  and  704.  In  the  present 
case  the  evidence  shows,  that  the  judgment  was  entered  on  the  minutes 
of  the  court  by  the  clerk,  on  the  9th  of  June,  1823,  and  signed  by  the 
judge  on  the  21st  of  the  same  month,  and  on  this  latter  day  was 
recorded  in  the  office  of  the  parish  judge.  The  counsel  for  the  ap- 
pellant contends,  that  this  is  not  a  registry  made  conformably  to  the 
provisions  of  the  law  above  cited;  because  the  recording  should  have 
taken  place  within  ten  days  from  the  day  when  the  entry  was  made 
on  the  minutes  of  the  court,  viz:  on  the  9th  of  June.  We  are,  how- 
ever, of  a  different  opinion. 

The  law  requires  the  judges  of  the  inferior  courts  of  the  state,  to 
sign  their  judgments  within  three  days  after  they  have  been  pro- 
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nounced  or  rendered:  the  signature  of  the  judge,  according  to  this 
regulation  is  essential  to  the  perfection  of  a  judgment;  and  although 
it  should  not  receive  such  signature  until  after  three  days,  it  does  not 
acquire  the  force  of  a  judgment,  until  completed  and  perfected  by  the 
name  of  the  judge  thereto  subscribed.  A  judgment  is  not  final  until 
signed  by  the  judge:  at  least  it  is  not  so  in  all  respects,  even  admitting 
it  to  be  entitled  to  that  appellation,  as  distinguished  from  interlocutory 
orders.  The  law  contemplates  the  recording  of  a  final  judgment,  and 
that  on  which  the  present  claim  of  mortgage  is  based,  was  recorded 
on  the  very  day  on  which  it  became  complete  and  final. 

Itns,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Thomas^  for  the  plaintiff. 

Scott,  for  the  defendant. 


Downs  t).  Kemper.    V,  N.  S.  106* 

SIXTH  District. 

Damages  allowed  for  a  frivolous  appeal. 


Martin  v.  Martin.    V,  N.  S.  1 07. 

SIXTH  Dktrict 

Decided,  that  although  this  court  has  dedded  in  the  ease  of  Blood- 
worth  V,  Sompeycae.  S  Martin,  709,  that  by  the  practice  of  the  courts 
under  the  territorial  govemnaent,  the  style  of  the  state  was  oot  neces- 
sary to  a  citation  in  a  ciTil  suit,  yet,  as  the  form  of  citation  in  appeals 
is  now  established  by  law,  and  as,  according  to  the  conscHntion^  all 
process  must  issue  in  the  name  of  the  state,  a  citation  not  baring  diis 
caption  will  be  treated  as  imperfect,  and  die  appeal  disnussed. 
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Hooter's  Heirs  v.  Tippet     V,  N.  S.  109. 

SIXTH  District. 

In  a  suit  for  land  where  the  pretensions  of  parties  are  equal  in 
law  and  equity,  he  who  is  in  possession  will  prevail. 


Douglas  et  al  v.  Curtis.     V,  N.  S.  112. 

WheD  jadg^raent  is  given  againit  a  defendant  in  a  representative  capacity,  bat  this  &tt 
is  not  mentioned  in  it,  recording  the  judgment  will  not  give  a  lien  on  the  property  of 
the  principaL 

SIXTH  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  plaintiffs  after  the  death  of  John  Curtis,  sued  his  widow  for  a 
sum  of  money  due  to  them,  and  obtained  judgment  which  they  had 
duly  recorded.  In  the  petition  on  which  this  judgment  was  rendered, 
they  state  that  since  the  execution  of  the  note  Curtis  had  deceased, 
leaving  a  widow,  Nancy  Curtis,  who  had  taken  upon  herself  the 
administration  of  the  estate,  and  who  had  accepted  of  the  said  succes- 
sion, which  is  more  than  sufficient  to  pay  the  debts,  in  her  capacity 
of  widow,  and  as  natural  tutrix  to  her  minor  children,  heirs  of  the 
said  John  Curtis. 

The  answer  was  put  in,  in  her  individual  capacity,  and  the  judg- 
ment condemns  her  in  the  same  character. 

In  the  petition  filed  in  this  cause,  the  petitioners  state,  that  by  virtue 
of  this  judgment  which  was  duly  rendered,  they  had  obtained  a  mort- 
gage <<ou  all  the  real  estate  then  in  the  possession  of  the  widow,  as 
well  such  as  she  held  in  her  own  right,  as  that  held  as  widow  and 
natural  tutrix,  belonging  to  the  succession  of  her  husband,  the  late 
John  Curtis,  having  accepted  the  succession  purely  and  simply,  and 
having  made  herself  liable  for  the  payment  of  all  the  debts  of  the  com- 
VoL,  III.— 40 
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munity,  and  held  the  said  estate  in  the  same  manner  in  which  it  was 
at  the  death  of  the  husband." 

They  proceed  to  state  that  at  the  time  the  said  judgment  was  ren- 
dered and  recorded,  and  for  some  time  thereafter,  the  said  widow  held 
a  number  of  slaves  belonging  to  the  succession  of  the  said  John  Curtis, 
upon  which  the  judgment  operated  as  a  lien  or  mortgage:  that  several 
of  them  had  come  into  the  possession  of  the  defendant  in  this  suit, 
who  refuses  either  to  pay  the  debt,  or  surrender  the  property  to  be 
sold.    They  conclude  by  praying  that  the  slaves  may  be  sold. 

The  defendant  pleads,  first,  the  general  issue:  secondly,  that  the 
plaintiffs  had  a  special  mortgage  on  sundry  slaves,  of  which  John 
Curtis  had  seized,  and  which,  after  his  death,  were  sold  at  probate 
sale  for  an  amount  more  than  sufficient  to  pay  the  plaintiff's  demand, 
and  which  they  are  obliged  to  discuss:  thirdly,  that  he  holds  the  negroes, 
mentioned  in  the  plaintiffs'  petition,  under  a  bona  Jidt  sale  from  the 
sheriff,  acting  in  his  official  character,  for  a  valuable  consideration, 
who,  at  the  time  of  sale,  produced  a  certificate  from  the  parish  judge, 
that  the  slaves  were  free  from  mortgage. 

The  court  of  the  first  instance  gave  judgment  for  the  defendant,  and 
the  plaintiffs  appealed. 

Nothing  in  dvidenee,  as  it  appears  on  record,  sustains  the  plea  of 
discussion.  The  facts  alleged  in  the  petition  are  supported  by  proof; 
and  the  only  questions  which  the  Case  presents  are  those  of  law. 

The  first  ground  of  defence  assumed  by  the  defendant,  is,  that  the 
judgment  as  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  register  of  mortgages  for  the 
parish  of  Rapides,  gave  no  mortgage  on  the  property  on  which  the 
plaintiffs  now  seek  to  make  it  attach.  The  judgment  is  in  the  fol- 
lowing words:  "  Douglass  and  Cage  v.  Nancy  Curtis.  By  reason  of 
the  law,  and  evidence  being  in  favor  of  the  plaintiffs,  it  is  ordered  and 
adjudged,  that  they  recover  from  the  defendant  the  sum  of  two  thou- 
sand and  fifty  dollars,  witli  five  per  cent  interest  per  annum  from  the 
l$t  March  last  until  paid,  and  costs  of  suit  to  be  taxed.  May  27, 1820. 
(Signed)  Wm.  Muheay,  Judgt  6ih  District." 

The  property  which  the  plaintiffs  pray  may  be  seized  and  sold  to 
satisfy  this  judgment,  is  stated  in  the  petition  to  have  belonged  to  the 
succession  of  John  Curtis,  and  the  question  therefore  is,  whether  a 
judgment  recorded  against  Nancy  Curtis,  operated  as  a  mortgage  on 
the  property  of  the  succcssbn  of  John  Curtis. 

On  the  first  view  of  this  question,  it  appears  extremely  clear,  and 
there  is  scarcely  any  legal  mind  to  which  it  was  proposed,  that  would 
not  at  once  answer  it  in  the  negative.  But  the  solution  becomes  more 
difficult  when  we  recur  to  the  pleadings  of  the  case  in  whidi  this  judg- 
ment was  rendered. 

By  them  we  find  that  the  defendant,  Nancy  Curtis,  was  sued  on  an 
obligation  made  by  her  deceased  husband,  John  Curtis.  In  the 
petition  it  is  stated  that  she  had  taken  on  herself  the  administration  of 
his  estate:  that  in  her  capacity  of  widow,  and  as  natural  tutrix  to  her 
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roitior  chiklrdn,  she  had  been  requested  to  pay  the  said  debt  whieh  shi 
had  refused  to  do:  judgment  was  therefore  prayed  against  her  for  the 
amount  of  the  obligation. 

In  consequence  of  these  aTerments  the  plaintiffs  contetid,  that  th^ 
defendant  was  sued  as  representative  of  the  estate  of  her  deceased 
husband — that  although  the  judgment  makes  no  mention  of  the  fact, 
yet,  as  it  is  general  in  its  terms,  it  must  be  understood  to  follow  the 
obligation  it  enforces:  that  it  was,  therefore,  in  fact,  a  judgment 
against  the  estate;  and  that  if  the  property  now  sued  for,  would  havd 
been  liable  to  be  seized  in  satisfection  of  it,  in  the  hands  of  the  defen- 
dant, it  must  be  equally  so  in  the  hands  of  those  into  whose  possession 
it  has  passed.  United  States  v,  Hawkins,  4  A^.  S,  317;  Baudln  v, 
Dubourg  &  Baudin,  Idid.  496. 

This  reasoning  is  certainly  specious,  but  it  is  not  sound.  The  pro- 
position that  the  judgment  must  have  the  same  force  against  the  pro- 
perty of  the  defendant,  purchased  by  third  persons,  that  it  would  have 
had  on  that  property,  if  it  had  remained  in  his  possession,  i^  only 
true,  where  it  has  been  registered  according  to  law,  and  in  stich  terms 
as  will  give  notice  to  third  parties  of  the  lien  that  exists  on  it. 

Tliis  position  will  appear  true  on  the  slightest  reflection.  The  ob- 
ject of  registry  laws,  is  the  protection  of  good  faith  in  those  who,  after 
the  rendering  of  the  judgment,  may  wish  to  purchase  the  property  of 
defendant,  or  find  it  necessary  to  acquire  liens  on  it.  Now  if  the 
language  in  which  the  recorded  judgment  is  drawn  up,  does  not  indi- 
cate the  person  really  condemned  by  it,  but  that  fact  can  only  be 
ascertained  by  considering  the  judgment  in  reference  to  the  pleadings, 
it  is  evident  that  enregistering  the  judgment  without  the  pleadings, 
gives  no  notice  to  the  world,  of  the  party  whose  property  is  affected 
by  it  In  the  instance  before  us,  the  judgment  would  not  have  au- 
thorised an  execution  against  the  estate  of  John  Curtis,  unless  taken 
in  connection  with  the  allegations  in  the  petition;  and  if  it  would  not 
have  authorised  an  execution,  it  cannot  be  considered  as  operating  as 
notice  to  third  parties,  when  recorded  in  another  office.  Persons 
looking  there  would  have  found  nothing  to  inform  them  that  there 
existed  any  lien  on  the  property  of  the  real  defendant:  nor  any  thing 
which  even  could  have  excited  suspicion,  or  put  them  'on  inquiry; 
for  a  judgment  rendered  against  A  affords  no  intimation,  that  if  a 
farther  search  is  made  in  another  place,  it  will  be  discovered  that  the 
judgment  is  against  B.  And  even  if  it  had,  we  are  not  prepared  to 
say  it  was  the  duty  of  a  third  purchaser  to  look  beyond  the  office  of 
mortgages,  that  being  the  place  where  the  law  recjuires  explicit  notice 
should  be  given.  But  as  the  record  here  contained  nothing  to  put 
the  defendant  on  inquiry,  that  point  need  not  be  settled. 

If  it  were  held  that  purchasers  were  bound  by  judgments,  registered 
as  that  now  before  us,  then,  on  the  same  principle,  the  recorder  of 
mortgages,  who  would  certify  according  to  the  record  in  his  office, 
would  be  liable  to  them,  on  an  action,  for  the  injury  suffered  through 
his  error.    To  this  action  it  would  certainly  be  a  good  defence,  tfeit 
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the  judgment  rendered  gave  him  no  information  to  the  contrary.  And 
it  would  not  be  a  good  answer  to  this  defence,  that  if  he  had  gone  to 
the  court  where  the  judgment  was  recorded,  and  examined  the  plead- 
ings, he  would  have  ascertained  that  this  decree  was  against  a  party 
in  a  representative  capacity,  and  not  in  a  personal.  The  law  imposes 
no  obligation  on  him  to  examine  in  the  offices  where  the  copy  of  the 
judgment  can  be  found.  It  is  sufficient  for  him  to  record  it  as  pre- 
sented, and  he  cannot  be  considered  to  err  in  not  knowing  that  the 
mortgage  was  on  property  other  than  that  which  it  purported  to  be. 
If  the  plaintiff  had  intended  that  the  judgment  should  be  rendered, 
and  operate  as  a  mortgage  on  the  property  of  the  deceased,  the  decree 
should  have  been  expressed  against  the  defendant  as  representative 
of  the  estate  of  John  Curtis. 

This  opinion  renders  it  unnecessary  to  examine  the  other  questions 
raised  in  the  cause,  and  it  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed, 
that  the  judgment  of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Baldwin,  for  the  plaintiffs. 

TAomaSf  for  the  defendant. 


Wells  t).  Hunter,     V,  N.  S.  1 1 9. 

WheD  a  jndgmeot  dittolvinjr  an  injtinctioo  ia  giiak  on  a  plea  to  the  merits,  it  fbnns 

rtMJuiicatm  on  the  matters  at  iasoe. 
Writin(|r  ia  not  of  the  etaence  of  a  contract  but  the  eridenoe  of  it 

SIXTH  District. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  plaintiff  obtained  an  injunction  against  the  defendant,  to  pre- 
vent the  levy  of  an  execution  against  a  third  person  on  a  slave,  part 
of  the  property  of  the  plaintiff's  ancestor;  the  injunction  was  dissolved 
on  the  plea  of  the  general  issue,  the  district  court  being  of  opinion 
that  the  law  and  evidence  were  in  favor  of  the  defendant. 

The  plaintiff  even  procured  a  deed  of  sale  from  M'Laughlin,  to 
himself  and  his  coheirs,  stating  the  slave  had  been  purchased  and  paid 
for  by  their  ancestor.  On  this  an  injunction  was  obtained,  and  the  de- 
fendant pleaded  the  general  issue,  and  the  resjudicataj  by  the  former 
suit.    The  injunction  was  dissolved  and  the  plaintiff  appealed. 

It  is  objected  here  on  his  part,  that  the  dissolution  of  an  injunction 
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is  not  a  judgment  which  forms  a  resjudicaiay  and  that  the  title  given 
by  M'Laughlin,  since  the  dissolution  of  the  first  injunction,  cannot  be 
said  to  have  been  acted  on. 

A  judgment  dissolving  an  injunction  is  very  often  as  one  of  non- 
suit, and  form  then  no  res  judicata,  but  here  the  dissolution  took 
Elace  after  a  plea  of  the  general  issue,  and  the  evidence  was  held  to 
e  in  favor  of  the  defendants. 

The  deed  of  McLaughlin,  obtained  since  the  dissolution  of  the  first 
injunction,  is  only  an  evidence  of  the  contract  by  which  the  plaintiflPs 
ancestor  acquired  a  title  to  the  slave; and  the  latter  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  heirs  as  assets  of  their  ancestor's  estate. 

A  contract  is  to  be  considered  abstractedly,  free  from  its  form,  the 
instrument  which  is  the  evidence  of  it;  the  one  is  the  nut,  the  other 
the  kernel.  The  writing  is  resorted  to,  in  order  to  perpetuate  the 
remembrance  of  the  contract,  but  it  is  not  of  its  essence.  Fiunt 
scripturaBj  ut  quod  acium  est,  per  eas  faciliter  probari  poieritj  et 
sine  his  autem  valet  quod  actum  est,  si  habeat  probationem,  L. 
4,  ff.  de  pign.  20,  1. 

The  Civil  Code,  310,  art.  241,  requires  every  covenant,  tending  to 
dispose  of  a  slave,  to  be  written.  But  it  does  not  avoid  a  covenant 
merely  oral:  since  it  provides,  that  if  the  covenant  be  denied,  its 
existence  diall  not  be  proved  by  parol:  a  negative  pregnant  with 
the  ajBBrmative,  that  it  may,  by  the  admission  of  the  party  in  the 
pleadings  in  his  judicial  confession. 

Thus  also  the  Code  344,  art.  2,  requires  all  sales  of  slaves  to  be 
written,  and  declares  oral  ones  null.  But  the  immediate  provision 
that  no  parol  proof  shall  be  received  of  an  oral  sale,  and  the  preceding 
clause  just  commented  on,  show  that  the  nullity  is  not  an  absolute 
one,  but  a  qualified  one,  in  case  no  other  proof  be  offered  but  by  parol. 

This  construction  gives  effect  to  every  word  used  by  the  legislature, 
and  therefore  is  the  soundest.  It  gives  effect  also  to  the  contracts 
of  men  when  admitted  or  duly  proved,  ut  res  magis  valeat  quam 
pereai. 

We  conclude  that  the  effect  of  the  res  judicata  on  the  alleged  title, 
cannot  be  avoided  by  the  acquisition  of  new  evidence  in  support  of 
it,  obtained  since  the  present  judgment. 

It  is,  therefore^  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Scott y  for  the  plaintiff. 

T%omaSy  for  the  defendant. 
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Clark  V.  Wright.     V,  N.  S.  122. 

A  creditor  who  is  not  put  oo  the  Men,  it  not  boond  by  the  proceedings. 

When  a  negotiable  note  b  the  evidence  of  the  debt,  it  is  the  doty  of  the  insolvent  to  find 

out  the  endorsee;  patting  the  debt  in  the  schedule  in  the  name  of  the  payee  is  not 

suflScient. 
The  orders  generally  granted  on  insolvent  petitions,  are  erroneous — they  should  only 

direct  stay  of  proceedings  on  the  part  of  those  creditors  who  are  placed  on  the  bilaik 
A  sheriff  who  neglects  to  arrest  a  defendant,  at  the  suit  of  a  creditor  who  is  not  placed 

on  the  biian,  is  responsible  in  damages — but  they  will  be  only  nominal. 

SIXTH  District 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  is  an  action  against  a  slieriff  for  failing  to  arrest  a  defendant 
on  a  writ  of  mesne  process.  The  defence  is,  that  at  the  time  the 
process  came  into  his  hands,  the  defendant  had  filed,  in  the  office  of 
the  clerk  of  the  court,  a  petition  praying  that  a  meeting  of  his  creditors 
might  be  called  and  he  be  permitted  to  surrender  his  property;  and  that 
this  petition  was  accompanied  by  an  order  of  the  judge,  staying  all 
proceedings  against  the  person  and  property  of  the  defendant 

There  are  no  public  officers  who  are  placed  in  more  delicate  situa- 
tions than  sheriffs.  The  duties  they  have  to  perform  frequently 
require  them  to  decide,  at  their  risk,  questions  on  which  perhaps  the 
best  legal  advice  they  can  resort  to,  will  hesitate  to  pronounce  posi- 
tively. This  case  is  an  illustration  of  the  truth  of  this  remark.  The 
creditor  who  brought  the  suit  was  not  put  on  the  bilarij  though  the 
debt  due  to  him  was.  He  was  endorsee  of  the  note,  and  the  insolvent 
had  no  notice  of  the  transfer.  It  has  only  been  lately  decided  in  this 
court,  and  that  after  much  reflection,  for  the  point  was  very  doubtful, 
that  persons  who  issue  negotiable  paper  must  take  the  risk,  in  case 
of  insolvency,  of  ascertaining  the  bona  fidt  holder;  and  that  their 
neglect  in  doing  so,  was  not  cured  by  placing  the  debt  on  their  schedule 
in  the  name  of  the  payee.    Herring  v.  Levy,  4  N,  S,  383. 

The  terms  in  which  the  orders  on  insolvents'  petitions  are  drawn 
up  by  the  judges  of  the  first  instance,  though  sanctioned  by  long  usage, 
are  not  so  precise  and  correct  as  could  be  desired.  They,  almost 
universally,  direct  that  all  proceedings  be  stayed  against  his  person 
and  property,  though,  as  it  is  well  known,  they  do  not  operate  as  a 
stay  of  all  proceedings,  but  only  the  proceedings  of  those  who  may 
be  placed  on  the  bilan.  It  would  be  much  better  if  they  wotild  direct, 
that  all  proceedings  against  the  person  of  the  insol  vent^  by  the  creditors 
placed  on  the  schedule,  should  be  stayed.     Had  that  been  done  here, 
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the  action  would,  most  probably,  not  have  been  heard  of.  The  ap- 
parent inconsistency,  however,  between  the  words  of  the  order  and 
its  real  effect  cannot  avail  the  defendant.  It  was  his  duty  to  know 
the  law,  and  that  the  stay  of  proceedings  could  only  have  effect 
against  those  whose  names  were  on  the  bilan. 

But  the  question  remains,  to  what  extent  is  the  officer  liable?  The 
plaintiff,  by  his  petition,  seems  to  have  uuderstood  that  because  the 
arrest  was  not  made,  he  had  a  right  to  demand  the  whole  amount  of 
the  debt  from  the  sheriff.  But  we  understand  the  law  to  be,  that  if 
the  sheriff  permits  an  escape  on  mesne  process,  his  responsibility  is 
limited  to  the  loss  actually  sustained  by  the  plaintiff.  Now  in  the 
case  before  us  it  was,  and  could  have  been,  but  nominal,  for  the 
plaintiff  might  have  been  compelled  to  join  in  the  concurso.  It  has 
already  been  settled  in  this  court  that  if  the  insolvent  be  sued  by  a 
creditor,  not  on  the  bilan,  his  suit  will  be  cumulated  with  the  pro- 
ceedings which  the  insolvent  has  commenced.  In  this  case  the  debtor 
must  have  been  discharged  on  application  to  the  judge;  the  failure 
to  arrest  him,  therefore,  worked  no  iniury  to  the  petitioner,  and  he  is 
only  entitled  to  nominal  damages  for  the  mistake  which  the  defendant 
committed.  Franklin  Bank  v.  Nolte  et  a/.,  4  N.  S,  624;  10  Martin^ 
687;  5  3id.  196. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  and  that  the 
plaintiff  do  recover  of  the  defendant  the  sum  of  one  dollar,  with  costs 
in  both  courts. 

Oakley  and  January ,  for  the  plaintiff. 

Thomas  and  Boyce,  for  the  defendant 


Havard  v.  Stone.     V,  N.  S.  126. 

The  execution  of  a  judgment  caonot  be  enjoined,  ontil  a  claim  of  Uic  defendant  lotindlnf 
in  damages  be  ezaminedi 

SIXTH  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

The  defendant,  a  resident  of  Mississippi,  obtained  judgment  against 
the  plaintiff  and  was  proceeding  to  carry  it  into  execution,  when  the 
latter  took  out  an  attachment  which  he  had  levied  on  the  debt  due 
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by  himself,  and  then  sued  out  a  writ  of  iDJunction  to  preveni  the 
defendant  enforcing  his  judgment. 

This  attachment  however,  was  superseded,  by  the  defendant  giving 
lx>nd  under  the  statute,  to  respond  to  any  judgment  which  the  plaintiff 
might  obtain  against  him.  On  this  fact  being  shown,  the  judge  a 
quo  dissolved  the  injunction,  aiKl  the  plaintiff  appealed. 

The  only  error  which  the  judge  below  cK^mmitted  was,  in  granting 
the  injunction  on  the  showmg  of  the  plaintiff  in  his  petition.  The 
claim  was  one  sounding  in  damages  for  selling  to  him  a  diseased  slave 
in  another  state  of  the  Union.  The  plaintiff  in  the  original  suit  could 
not  be  delayed  in  the  execution  of  his  judgment  until  this  demand 
was  ascertained.  It  is  only  when  the  debt  due  is  liquidated,  or  sus- 
ceptible of  immediate  liquidation,  that  the  defendant  can  offer  it  in 
compensation  of  an  execution:  the  time  given  by  the  Spanish  law  is 
ten  days.  See  the  case  of  CaldweU  v.  Davies,  2  N.  S,  135,  where 
this  subject  is  examined  at  length. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Oakley  y  for  theplaintiff. 

Sullard  and  frihon,  for  the  defendant. 


Pleasants  v.  Botts.     V,  N.  S.  127. 

SIXTH  District. 

An  appeal  will  not  be  dismissed  because  the  appeal  bond  is  given 
to  B  and  A,  instead  of  A  and  B. 
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Criswell  V.  Caster  et  al     V,  N.  S.  129. 

Money  paid  on  a  horse  race  which  was  simulated  and  fraudulent,  muy  be  recovered 
back. 

And  in  an  action  for  that  purpose,  it  is  not  a  good  objection  to  the  competency  of  a  wit- 
ness that  he  was  also  a  better  on  the  race. 

SEVENTH  District. 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

In  this  suit  the  plaintiff  claims  damages  on  account  of  a  fraud 
practised  on  him  in  a  horse  race.  He  alleges  in  his  petition  that  the 
defendants  entered  into  a  simulated  and  fraudulent  contract  to  run  a 
race  between  two  horses,  the  relative  speed  of  which  had  been  pre- 
viously ascertained,  with  a  view  of  cheating  and  defrauding  other 
persons  who  might  be  induced  to  bet  on  said  race;  that  he  did  wager 
the  sum  of  320  dollars,  with  one  of  the  original  parties  to  the  simu- 
lated agreement  above  stated,  which  was  determined  by  the  judges 
of  the  race  to  be  lost,  and  was  accordingly  paid,  and  which  he  seeks 
to  recover  back  in  the  present  action,  and  also  an  equal  sum  which 
might  have  been  won  by  him,  if  the  race  had  been  fairly  run. 

The  cause  was  submitted  to  a  jury  in  the  court  below,  who,  from 
their  verdict,  appear  to  have  been  fully  convinced  of  the  fraud  alleged, 
and  assessed  damages  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  to  the  amount,  not  only 
of  the  sum  by  him  wrongfully  paid,  but  also  fprthat  which  he  might 
have  gained.  Judgment  being  rendered  in  pursuance  of  the  verdict, 
the  defendants  appealed.  A  bill  of  exceptions  is  found  on  the  record 
to  the  competency  of  a  witness  who  was  also  a  better  on  the  race,  to 
a  small  amount,  on  the  same  side  with  the  plaintiff.  The  judge  a  quo 
considered  this  as  a  circumstance  which  might  affect  his  credit,  but 
was  not  sufficient  to  render  him  incompetent.  In  this  opinion  we 
concur  with  the  court  below.  A  motion  was  made  for  a  new  trial, 
which  was  overruled.  All  the  facts  of  the  case  coming  up  to  this 
court,  that  proceeding  in  the  cause  need  not  be  noticed. 

As  to  the  merits  of  the  case,  we  think  the  jury  erred  in  giving  a 
verdict  for  more  than  the  sum  actually  paid  by  the  plaintiff.  The 
judgment  of  the  district  court  being  in  conformity  thereto,  is  also  er- 
roneous. The  aleatory  contract  was  clearly  simulated  and  feigned, 
and  ahhough  intended  to  defraud,  it  could  legally  produce  no  effect; 
nothing  could  have  been  lost  on  it,  and  consequently  nothing  could 
be  won.  It  might,  perhaps, be  assimilated  to  what,  in  jockey  phrase, 
is  called  a  drawn  race,  such  as  happens  where  the  parties  consent  to 
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annul  their  agreement  to  run,  or  when  the  horses  prove  to  be  of  equal 
speed.  It  is  true  that  the  conduct  of  the  defendants  appears  to  liave 
bneen  immoral  in  the  extreme,  (if  morality  may  be  considered  to  have 
place  in  any  shape  in  quarter  races:)  but  as  the  contract  must  be 
considered  as  void  ab  iniiioy  the  plaintiff"  is  only  entitled  to  recover 
back  the  money  by  him  paid  without  consideration  and  in  error. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment  of 
the  district  court  be  annulled  and  reversed:  and  it  is  further  ordered, 
adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  plaintiff"  do  recover  from  the  defen- 
dants, the  sum  of  320  dollars,  and  that  the  appellee  pay  the  costs  of 
this  appeal. 

Thomasy  for  the  plaintiff". 

Scott y  for  the  defendants. 


Buard  c.  Buard's  Heirs*     V,  N.  S.  132. 

SIXTH  District 

The  party  who  calls  a  witness,  and  examines  him  in  chief,  can 
not  afterwards  object  to  his  competency. 

Compensation  may  be  pleaded  in  case  of  insolvency,  when  the 
credit  accrues  before  bankruptcy,  and  is  unattended  with  suspicious 
circumstances.    See  7  7bw//ier,  p.  454  to  458. 
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Stafford  ».  Staflford.     V,  N.  S.  136. 

The  court  of  probates  has  jurisdictioD  of  applications  for  the  interdiction  of  insane 

persons. 

SIXTH  District. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  action  was  instituted  to  obtain  an  interdiction  for  insanity,  in 
the  parish  court.  It  supported  a  plea  to  its  jurisdiction,  and  its  judg- 
ment was  affirmed  in  the  district  court  and  the  plaintiff  has  appealed 
to  this. 

We  are  of  opinion  the  case  is  cognisable  in  the  court  of  probates. 
It  is  true  that  tlie  Civil  Code,  78,  art.  5,  declares  that  every  interdic- 
tion, shall  be  pronoiuiced  by  the  judge  of  the  parish  of  the  domicil  or 
residence  of  the  person  to  be  interdicted.  This  judge  is  to  appoint 
an  administrator  to  protect  the  estate  until  judgment,  and  afterwards 
a  curator. 

The  object  of  the  legislature,  here^  was  to  define  the  parish  in 
which  the  interdiction  was  to  be  provoked.  The  judge  of  that  parish, 
in  his  capacity  of  judge  of  probates,  appoints  curators  of  vacant  estates, 
absent  heirs,  minors  and  other  persons.    Act  of  1820,  p.  92. 

The  insanity  which  renders  necessary  the  appointment  of  a  curator, 
ought  therefore  to  be  ascertained  by  the  judge  of  the  parish  in  that 
capacity  in  which  he  is  to  oversee  the  administration  of  the  estate  of 
the  insane  person,  by  a  curator.  It  is,  therefore,  in  his  capacity,  of 
judge  of  probates,  that  he  ought  to  be  applied  to,  to  pronounce  the 
interdiction. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Baldwin  and  BuUan/,  for  the  plaintiff. 

Boyce  and  TAomasy  for  the  defendant. 
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Clay  t>.  Oakley.     V,  N.  S.  137. 

In  an  action  against  an  agent  for  endorsing  a  note  witboot  antfaority,  proof  roost  be 

gifen  of  notice  of  protect  to  bim  or  to  the  principal. 
Depositing  tbe  notice  in  a  post^ffice  is  not  sufficient  if  the  endorser  lives  in  the  place 

where  the  post-office  is  situate.    And  if  he  lives  out  of  tbe  plaoe,  the  notice  is  bad  if 

directed  to  him  as  living  in  it 

SIXTH  District. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  plaintiff  seeks  to  make  the  defendant  liable,  on  his  endorse- 
ment as  agent  of  Bynum,  because  the  endorsement  was  made  with- 
out authority.  The  want  of  authority  rendered  the  defendant  liable, 
as  if  he  had  endorsed  the  note  as  his  own.  His  liability  in  such  a 
case  would  have  been  dependent  on  the  use  of  legal  diligence  on  the 
part  of  the  endorser,  by  demand,  protest  and  notice.  It  becomes, 
therefore,  the  plaintiff  in  this  case,  to  show  that  he  used  this  legal 
diligence.  It  is  clear  the  defendant,  as  he  endorsed  in  the  name  of 
Bynum,  cannot  complain  that  notice  was  given  to  the  latter  and  not 
to  himself;  for  if  the  plaintiff  erred  in  considering  Bynum  as  his  en- 
dorser, the  error  proceeded  from  the  act  of  the  defendant;  but  if  the 
endorsee  g^ve  no  legal  notice  to  any  one,  he  cannot  blame  any  one 
but  himself,  if  by  his  laches,  his  endorser,  whoever  he  was,  was  dis- 
charged. 

We,  therefore,  conclude,  that  it  behooves  the  plaintiff,  who  sued  as 
endorser,  to  show  that  he  did  not  discharge  his  endorser,  but  used 
legal  diligence. 

The  record  shows  that  notice  of  the  protest  and  non  payment  was 
deposited  in  the  post-office  at  Alexandria,  directed  to  F.  A.  Bj^nom, 
at  that  place.  Now  Bynum  dwelt  either  within  or  without  that 
town:  if  he  did  without,  the  notice  was  not  properly  directed,  and 
the  plaintiff  must  fail.  If  Bynum  resided  in  Alexandria,  he  was  en- 
titled to  notice  at  his  domicil,  and  nothing  authorised  its  being  left  in 
any  other  house.*  It  is  therefore  clear,  no  legal  notice  was  given,  and 
the  endorser  of  the  note  was  thereby  discharged. 

The  plaintiff  is,  therefore,  without  a  right  of  action  against  the 

*  B7  act  of  March  13, 1827,  notices  are  permitted  to  be  pot  **into  the  nearest  post- 
office  to  the  spot  where  the  protest  is  made,**  addressed  to  the  proper  party  at  bb  nsoai 
place  of  residence:  First,  When  such  party  does  not  reside  in  tbe  town  where  the  pro- 
test was  made.  Secondly,  When  his  residence  cannot  be  ascertained  after  doe  diligence, 
and  then  to  be  addressed  to  the  plaoe  where  the  bill  was  drawn. 
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defendant^  fof  whether  the  latter  ccnrrectly  endorsed  the  note  in  Bf -^ 
Diim*s  name,  or  improperly  being  without  authority,  the  plaintiff  sof* 
ford  frotki  hie  own  negligence  only^ 

Had  notice  been  given  to  Bynum  or  the  defendant,  perhaps  they 
might  have  taken  &ueh  means,  as  might  haVe  led  to  payment  by  the 
maker  of  the  note:  the  plaintiff  by  neglecting  to  give  notice,  took 
upon  himself  the  risk  of  obtainig  payment  from  the  maker. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  and  that  there 
be  judgment  for  the  defendant  as  in  case  of  nonsuit,  with  costs  in 
both  courts. 

ThomoB,  for  the  plaintiff* 

Oakley  and  January^  for  the  defendant. 


Cox  1).  Williams.    IV,  N.  S.  139. 

An  »ttorB€y  imij  be  called  mi  bj  his  aliMit*8  adt enary,  to  testify  in  tbe  caoss  in  whicb 

be  is  ciD|)lo7«d. 
A  payee  and  endorser  of  a  note  is  a  good  witness  to  prove  that  be  acted  as  Agent  toit 

another  in  taking  the  note  payable  to  himself. 

SIXTH  District. 

PoKTBR,  J.|  delivered  the  opinion  of  tbe  court. 

The  defendant  is  sued  on  his  promissory  note,  which  has  been 
endorsed  by  the  payee,  to  the  plaintiff.  The  answer  contains  an 
averment,  thaX  the  note  was  given  on  a  consideration  which  has 
failed:  and  that  this  defence  may  be  well  set  up  against  tbe  petitioner, 
because  the  payee  was  his  agent,  and  took  the  note  for  his  use  and 
benefit. 

In  support  of  these  allegations,  the  defendant  offered  at  the  trial, 
the  payee,  as  a  witness.  He  was  objected  to  on  two  grounds;  fin^ 
^because  he  had  been  employed  by  the  plaintiff  as  his  attorney  in  this 
suit ;  and  secondly,  because  he  was  endorser*  The  judge  held  the  first 
objection  to  be  a  good  one,  and  rejected  him,  to  which  opinion  the 
defendant  excepted. 

I.  The  contemporaneous  construction  of  the  statute,  which  directs 
that  attorneys  shall  not  give  evidence  in  any  case  in  which  they  have 
been  employed,  was,  that  attorneys  were  placed  under  the  same  disabir 
VOL.  III.— 41 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


48a  SUPREME  COURT. 

[Cos  V.  Williami.] 
lities  as  parties.  The  motives  which  induced  the  legislature  to  pass 
such  a  law  were  supposed  to  be,  that  attorneys  could  not  be  safely  in- 
trusted to  testify  for  their  clients:  that  under  the  influence  of  profes- 
sional zeal  they  became  in  feeling,  if  not  in  interest,  completely  identi- 
fied with  those  who  employed  them.  It  is  not  within  our  experience, 
that  tills  law  has  ever  been  considered,to  prevent  one  of  the  parties  from 
calling  for  the  testimony  of  his  adversary's  attorney.  There  can  be  no 
reason  supposed  why  it  should.  On  the  contrary  there  are  powerful 
considerations,  flowing  from  a  regard  to  an  efficient  administration  of 
justice,  why  it  should  not.  For  in  this  way,  the  witness  on  whose 
knowledge  the  whole  fortune  of  one  of  our  citizens  depended,  might 
be  disqualified  by  the  act  of  the  person  against  whom  he  was  to  tes- 
tify. This  is  permitted  by  no  system  of  laws  that  we  have  any  ac- 
quaintance with.  Nor  can  we  believe,  the  legislature  contemplated 
conferring  any  such  power.  When  the  terms  in  which  a  law  is  drawn 
up,  lead  us  by  a  strict  interpretation,  to  consequences  contrary  to 
common  sense,  and  destructive  of  private  right,  it  is  our  duty  to  con- 
strue them  in  such  a  way  as  will  avoid  these  consequences.  The  will 
of  the  legislature  is  certainly  to  be  obeyed,  but  the  literal  meaning 
of  the  words  used,  is  only  one  way  of  ascertaining  it.  It  must  be 
sought  also  in  the  whole  context,  in  the  object  of  the  law,  in  the  evil 
to  be  remedied,  and  above  all  in  the  conviction  sincerely  entertained 
by  this  court,  that  the  representatives  of  the  people  do  not  intend  to 
violate  first  principles.  If  a  party  to  a  suit,  could  by  any  act  deprive 
his  adversary  of  his  witness,  he  could  on  the  same  principle  seize  on 
his  documentary  evidence  and  retain  it;  and  if  the  legislature  could 
be  supposed  to  have  the  intention  to  authorise  such  things,  they  might 
be  supposed  capable  of  enacting  that  the  debtor  should  be  discharged 
from  his  obligation;  for  we  can  not  see  the  difference  between  depri- 
ving a  man  of  his  property  and  depriving  him  of  the  evidence  which 
establishes  his  right  to  it. 

II.  Nor  do  we  think  the  circumstance  of  the  witness  being  an 
endorser  on  the  note,  deprived  the  maker  of  his  testimony.  The  rule 
relied  on  in  support  of  the  objection,  is  of  modem  date  and  not 
yet  perfectly  settled.  Admitting  it  however  in  its  whole  extent,  it  does 
not  reach  this  case,  for  the  defendant  did  not  introduce  the  witness  to 
prove  any  thing  by  which  an  innocent  endorsee  could  be  injured,  but 
to  establish  that  the  person  by  whom  the  suit  is  brought  was  in  truth 
the  payee,  and  the  witness  his  agent.  If  such  were  the  facts  of  the 
case,  there  could  be  no  question  about  what  an  endorser  could  prove, 
for  the  suit,  though  in  the  name  of  the  endorsee,  would  really  be  one 
between  the  maker  and  payee,  and  as  between  them  the  considera- 
tion might  be  inquired  into. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  it  is 
further  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  this  case  be  remanded  to 
the  district  court,  with  direction  to  the  judge  not  to  reject  the  payee 
and  endorser  of  the  note  as  a  witness  to  prove  that  he  acted  as  agent 
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of  the  plaintifr,  and  that  the  note  was  given  to  him  in  that  capacity. 
It  is  further  ordered  that  the  appellee  pay  the  costs  of  this  appeal. 

Baldwifij  for  the  plaintiff. 

fVikoUy  Scoiij  Bullard  and  Oakley y  for  the  defendant. 


Strong  V.  Morgan.     V,  N.  S.  144. 

SEVENTH  District 

A  synallagmatic  contract,  though  not  made  double,  is  good  as  a 
commencement  of  proof  m  writing.  See  Ferguson  et  al.  v.  Thomai 
tt  aly  3  N.  S.  75. 


Stajffbrd  v.  Staflford.     V,  N.  S.  145. 

SIXTH  District 

The  defendant  cannot  resist  the  plaintiff 's  claim,  for  his,  the  plain- 
tiff's negro,  and  the  hire,  on  the  ground  that  there  was  no  demand. 
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Welb's  Heirs  v.  Baldwin.    V,  N.  S.  146. 

The  purchaser  of  real  estate  by  public  act,  cannot  be  aflRscted  by  a  previous  aKeoatioo 
soiia  9eing  privi^  which  was  not  accepted  by  the  person  in  whose  favor  it  was  made. 

SIXTH  District. 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

In  this  case  the  plaintiffs  claim  an  undivided  fifth  part  of  a  certain 
tract  of  land  described  in  their  petition.  Judgment  was  rendered 
against  them  in  the  court  below,  from  which  they  appealed. 

The  evidence  which  was  offered  in  support  of  their  title,  as  it  ap- 
pears on  record,  is  testimonial  proof  of  the  contents  of  an  act  passed 
before  £.  Meuillon,  by  which  it  appears  that  Miller  and  Fulton, 
under  whom  both  parties  to  this  suit  claim  title  to  the  premises  in 
dispute,  acknowledged  and  agreed,  that  although  they  purchased  the 
land  in  their  individual  names,  it  was  bought  for  themselves  and  three 
other  persons,  one  of  whom  is  the  ancestor  of  the  appellants. 

There  is  some  contradiction  in  the  testimony  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  instrument  from  Miller  and  Fulton,  to  the  ancestor  of  the 
plaintiffs,  was  executed :  the  weight  of  evidence,  however,  shows  that 
it  was  not  signed  or  accepted  by  any  of  the  persons  for  whose  benefit 
it  was  made. 

There  is  a  bill  of  exceptions  to  the  admissibility  of  oral  testimony 
to  prove  the  contents  of  the  written  deed,  which  appears  to  have  been 
lost  or  destroyed.  Whether  the  loss  wss  proved  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  authorise  the  introduction  of  testimony  to  prove  its  contents, 
need  not  be  inquired  into,  because  the  act  appears  never  to  have  been 
perfected  by  the  acceptance  or  signature  of  the  pretended  partners  of 
the  purchasers.  Miller  and  Fulton,  in  whom  the  whole  legal  title 
remained  until  they  sold,  conveyed  and  delivered  the  land  to  the  de- 
fendants, who  are  vendees  from  them  without  notice  of  any  former 
sale  or  transfer  to  any  other  persons:  for  the  pretended  transfer  to  the 
ancestor  of  the  plaintiffs  was  no  where  to  be  found  on  record.  Giving 
to  the  evidence  of  title,  on  the  part  of  the  appellants,  the  utmost  force 
that  a  complete  sous  sein^  privi  deed  could  have,  (and  the  act  under 
which  they  claim  is  clearly  entitled  to  no  higher  dignity,  as  it  does  not 
appear  even  to  have  been  placed  on  the  records  of  a  notary  or  any 
other  officer,)  it  could  not  avail  them  against  the  appellees,  who, 
although  they  should  be  considered  as  second  purchasers,  are  the  first 
to  whom  tradition  was  made.  It  is,  perhaps,  true,  that  being  repre- 
sented as  a  copy  of  a  deed  passed  before  a  commandant  of  the  Spanish 
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goverament,  a  violent  presumption  is  raised  that  it  was  made  in 
authentic  form  and  that  the  original  remained  on  record  in  the  archives 
of  that  officer,  but  it  is  clear,  from  the  whole  evidence  and  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  this  case,  that  the  original  could  not  be  found,  or  any 
record  of  it,  at  the  time  when  the  defendants  purchased  from  Miller 
and  Fulton.  In  relation  to  these  purchasers,  it  ought  to  have  no 
further  effect  than  an  act  under  private  signature.  On  a  full  view  of 
the  entire  case  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  appellants  have  shown  no 
title  to  the  land  in  dispute,  against  the  appellees. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed  with  costs. 

Scott,  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Baldtvin,  for  the  defendant 


Parkins  et  al.  v.  Campbell  et  al.    V,  N.  S.  149. 

When  a  debt  is  doe  at  several  instalments,  and  the  transferee  of  the  second  causes  the 
property  to  be  seized  and  sold,  the  parcbaser  at  the  sale  cannot  be  distarbed  by  an 
action  at  the  suit  of  a  creditor  to  whom  the  first  instalment  was  assi|rned. 

How  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  should  be  divided. — Quart, 

SIXTH  District 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

In  this  case  the  plaintiffs  obtained  an  injunction,  by  which  proceed- 
ings on  an  order  of  seizure  were  delayed,  wherein  the  defendants 
were  about  to  cause  lo  be  sold  a  tract  of  land  claimed  by  said  plaintiffs. 

On  hearing  the  cause,  the  injunction  was  made  perpetual,  from 
which  the  defendants  appealed. 

The  facts  of  the  case  show,  that  the  appellants  being  indebted  to 
the  appellees,  transferred  to  the  former  a  debt,  which  the  latter  held 
on  a  third  person  secured  by  mortgage  on  the  land  which  they 
attempted  to  seize  and  sell  as  above  stated.  The  claim  transferred 
was  a  second  instalment  of  the  debt  thus  secured  by  mortgage,  on 
which  the  mortgage  property  was  regularly  seized  and  sold  for  the 
benefit  of  the  transiferees,  was  purchased  by  their  agent  and  the  title 
transferred  to  them,  or  one  of  them.  Since  this  sale  the  order  of 
seizure,  or  execution,  complained  of  in  the  petition  for  an  injunction, 
issued  in  favor  of  the  appellants  on  a  previous  instalment,  which  was 

41* 
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secured  by  the  same  act  of  mortgagey  and  which  is  pcarpeiuaUy 
eojoimd  by  die  judgnent  q£  the  dikrict  oourt 

We  are  of  opinioii  that  the  judgment  thus  rendeired  is  correct 

The  perton  in  whom  the  right  of  the  first  iostabnient  remaioed, 
banog  taken  no  etepe  to  enforoe  their  claim^  until  after  the  aeoood 
beoame  due^  and  the  mortgaged  property  was  seized  and  sold  uoder 
it,  have  lost  their  lien  on  aatd  property,  in  the  hands  of  third  posses- 
asre.  The  sale  under  the  mortgi^  destroyed  entirely  its  feroe,  and 
gave  a  complete  title  to  the  purdiaser. 

How  the  proceeds  arising  from  such  sale  should  be  divided,  or 
whether  they  be  subject  to  division  and  partition  between  the  owners 
of  the  different  instalments  secured  by  the  hypothecation,  are  ques- 
tions which  do  not  occur  in  the  present^t* 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affinned,  with  costs. 

Baldwin^  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Scott  J  for  the  defendants. 


Southward  d  al.  v.  Bowieu    V,  N.  S»  151. 

SIXTH  District. 

An  attachment  may  issue  to  compel  the  attendanee  of  a  witness 
without  an  affidavit  of  his  materiality,  where  the  issuing  it  will  not 
delay  the  trial  of  the  cauae.t 

*  For  Uifi  adud  proviMoai  on  this  head,  tee  Code  of  Pnetioe,  art  686»  et  aef  . 

t  Code  of  Praotke,  art  471,  pennltb  aUaiQhinent  againot  vitnesMi*  as  «  matter  of 
eovrse,  oa  Ntwn  Uiat  thej  hare  been  vibpoMiaed  ptraonaUy,  or  ottierwiiQ  oonatruclivdjr 
•erved. 
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Reynolds  v.  Thomas,     V,  N.  S.  152, 

Where  tbe  motion  for  a  new  trial  is  not  shown  by  the  record  to  have  been  made  before 
the  judgment  was  sifned  tbe  cause  wiU  not  be  remanded,  becanse  that  motion  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  acted  on. 

SIXTH  District. 

PoRTEB,  J.,  delivered  the  opinioD  af  the  court 

Tbe  defendant  is  sued  on  his  promissory  note,  which  has  been  en* 
dorsed  hy  tbe  payee  to  tbe  plaintiff.  The  defi^ce  set  up  was,  that 
the  note  which,  on  the  face  of  it,  purported  to  be  due  at  sight,  was  by 
an  agreement  between  tbe  payee  and  the  maker,  payable  several 
months  after;  and  that  the  petitioner  had  notioa  of  this  agreement. 

The  endorser  was  by  an  order  of  the  court  made  a  partv  to  the 
suit,  and  in  answer  to  an  interrogatory  propounded  to  him^  he  cati^ 
gorically  denied  that  any  such  agreement  had  been  euWed  into  as 
that  stated  in  the  answer. 

On  this  proof,  the  judge  below  necessarily  gave  judgment  for  the 
plaintiff:  the  defendant  appealed. 

Jn  this  court  he  has  moved  to  have  the  cause  remanded,  on  the 
ground  that  he  made  a  motion  for  a  new  trial,  which  was  rioi  passed 
on  by  the  judge  below,  and  the  district  court  was  adjourned  impro* 
periy,  before  that  motion  could  bo  heard« 

Nothing  on  the  record  enables  us  to  say  there  is  tbe  least  lbunda« 
tion  for  this  application.  The  judgment  which  it  is  alleged  was  ren* 
dered  out  of  court,  is  shown  by  the  transcript  to  have  ^en  given  in 
open  court  Tbe  motion  for  a  new  trial,  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  made  within  the  time  prescribed  by  law.  Tbe  judgment  is 
signed  and  dated  of  November  term,  and  the  motion  is  d"  the  4th  of 
Deoeinber,  we  cannot  therefore  judicially  know  it  was  made  within 
tbe  time  prescribed  by  the  statute,  whicii  regulated  our  practice  ante* 
cedent  to  the  passage  of  the  Code.  Every  legal  presumption  is 
against  it,  for  the  judgment  is  signed,  and  the  judge  was  prohibited 
mm  doing  so,  until  the  three  days  had  elapsed  for  making  a  motion 
for  a  new  trial.  We  must  presume  he  did  his  duty,  until  the  contrajry 
tssbowsL    Actsof  1817, 32,  lU 

We  are  unable  to  find  any  grounds  to  refuse  tbe  application  of  the 
plaiiitiSy  that  the  judgment  below  should  be  affirmed  with  damages. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
oS  the  district  court  be  affirmed  with  costs,  and  ten  per  cent,  damages 
on  the  amount  of  said  judgment 

Baldwin^  for  the  plaintiff. 

Thomas,  for  the  defendant. 
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Benson  v.  Shipp.     V,  N.  S.  154. 

Surrender  of  an  obligation  will  not  produce  novation  if  the  evidence  abows  it  was  not 
intended  to  revive  another  debt  in  lieu  of  iL 

SIXTH  District. 

In  this  case,  the  Court  say: — The  defendant  insists,  that  the  sur- 
rendering the  note  is  conclusive  evidence  that  the  attorney  novated 
the  debt,  and  that  although  it  was  not  within  his  powers  to  do  so, 
yet  as  the  plaintiff  has  recognised  and  sanctioned  the  transaction  by 
bringing  suit  on  the  agreement,  it  is  as  binding  on  him  as  if  his  agent 
had  possessed  full  powers  in  the  first  instance. 

The  evidence  does  not  prove  a  novation;  neither  the  receipt  of  the 
attorney,  nor  the  counter  letter,  signed  by  the  defendant,  raises  a  pre- 
sumption of  it  The  attorney  states,  that  he  had  received  the  notes 
from  the  firm  of  which  the  defendant  was  partner,  for  collection,  and 
that  out  of  the  money  received  from  them,  he  was  to  pay  the  plaintiff. 
The  counter  letter  declares,  that  ^<  we  have  put  into  the  hands  of  H. 
A.  Bullard  certain  notes,  out  of  which,  when  collected,  he  is  to  retain 
823  dollars  for  Benson.''  To  constitute  novation,  one  debt  must  be 
given  for  another.  In  this  case,  if  the  plaintiff  novated  the  debt,  it 
must  have  been  for  obligations  other  than  those  mentioned  in  the  evi- 
dence, for  they  remain^  the  property  of  the  partnership  of  which 
the  defendant  was  member,  were  to  be  collected  for  their  benefit  and 
at  their  expense. 

Then,  as  to  surrendering  the  obligation.  This  in  an  ordinary  case 
would  be  sufficient  proof  that  the  obligation  it  evidences  was  dis- 
charged, but  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was  delivered  here 
destroy  that  presumption.  It  b  shown  that  nothing  was  received  for 
it.  The  note  was  surrendered  by  the  attorney,  who  was  agent  for 
both  parties,  on  the  presumption  that  he  would  receive  enough  from 
the  obligations  put  into  his  hands  for  collection,  to  meet  it  But 
there  is  no  evidence  the  parties  understood  it  was  paid,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  counter  letter  proves  that  there  was  a  balance  due,  which 
vfas  to  be  paid. 

As  to  the  allegation  that  there  was  negligence  in  collecting  these 
debts.  This  may  be  so,  but  the  plaintiff  is  not  responsible  for  it,  for 
the  attorney  was  the  agent  of  the  defendant,  in  making  these  collec- 
tions. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Bullardj  for  the  plaintiff. 

ThomaSy  for  the  defendant 
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M'Crummen  v.  M'Cnimmen  et  al.    V,  N.  S.  1 58. 

A  poft  office  is  Dot  the  proper  place  to  deposit  a  notice  of  protest  when  the  endorser  lives 
in  the  same  town  or  adjoinin^r  it 

SIXTH  District 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  plaintiff  snes  as  endorsee  of  a  promissory  note,  which  was 
duly  protested.  The  notice  was  put  by  the  parisn  judge  in  the  post 
office  at  Alexandriai  while  the  endorsee's  residence  was  out  of  the 
limits  of  that  town  but  within  a  few  rods  of  the  boundary. 

A  post  office  is  a  proper  place  of  deposit  for  notices,  that  are  to  be 
conveyed  by  mail  to  some  other  post  office,  or  perhaps  to  be  left  on 
the  road.  But  when  the  residence  of  the  endorser  is  within  the  town 
or  close  on  its  borders,  it  is  clear  that  the  notice  must  be  given  to  him 
there,  as  hjs  opportunity  of  receiving  it  from  the  post  office,  is  moi© 
distant  and  perhaps  more  precarious. 

The  absence  of  the  endorsee  from  home  is  not  a  reason  to  delay 
notice  till  liis  return,  because  he  is  supposed  to  arrange  his  affairs  in 
such  a  manner  that  they  may  be  attended  to  while  he  is  abroad. 

This  case  differs  very  little,  indeed  not  at  all  from  that  of  Clay  v. 
Oakley,  lately  determined.* 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs, 

Baldwin^  for  the  plaintiff. 

Thomasy  for  the  defendants. 

*  See  note  on  day  p.  Oakley,  ojile,  480. 
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Bynum  v.  Armstrong.     V,  N.  S.  159. 

An  a(f  reement  by  which  A  §eU$  cotton  to  B,  on  condition  that  the  latter  shall  take  it  to 
another  place,  aell  it,  and  pay  over  the  proceeds  to  the  creditors  of  tbo  vender,  is  not 
a  contract  of  sale. 

SIXTH  District 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

The  defendant  is  appellant  from  the  judgment  of  the  district  court, 
which  perpetuates  an  injunction,  obtained  by  the  plaintiff  to  prevent 
the  sale  of  a  quantity  of  cotton,  on  which  the  former  had  caused  a 
^eri  facias  against  F.  A.  Bynum  to  be  levied. 

The  plaintiff  claims  the  cotton,  as  part  of  the  estate  of  Parham  T. 
Bynum,  of  which  he  is  curator,  as  having  been  purchased  by  his 
estate  from  Francis  A.  Bynum,  according  to  the  following  document 

"Articles  of  agreement  made  and  entered  into  between  Francis  A. 
Bynum  and  Parham  T.  Bynum,  both  of  the  parish  of  Rapides,  witness, 
that  F.  A.  B.  has  bargained,  sold  and  delivered  to  P.  T.  B.  and  by 
these  presents,  sells,  bargains,  transfers  and  delivers  to  him,  all  his 
crop  ot  cotton,  which  has  been  raised  on  his  two  plantations,  the 
present  year,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  gathered,  and  some  of  it 
ginned  and  baled,  and  is  contained  in  his  gin  and  cotton  house,  on 
his  upper  plantation.'* 

In  consideration  of  which  the  said  P.  T.  B.  promises  and  obliges 
himself  to  pay  to  F.  A.  B.  such  price  as  he  may  obtain  for  it  in  New 
Orleans,  after  deducting  freight  and  charges  of  sale:  first  paying  out 
of  the  said  price  a  debt  due  by  F.  A.  B.  in  two  judgments  obtained 
against  him  by  L.  R.  in  the  sixth  district  court  for  the  parish  of 
Rapides,  and  in  the  next  place  paying  a  claim  of  W.  M.  as  far  as 
4000  dollars,  against  F.  A.  Bynum,  and  the  balance  of  the  price  of 
said  cotton  to  F.  A.  Bynum  or  his  order/' 

The  character  of  a  contract  is  to  be  sought  in  the  object  the  parties 
sought  to  accomplish,  rather  than  in  the  appellation  they  gave  it;  in 
what  is  done,  than  in  the  words  that  are  u^. 

Thus,  there  is  no  contract  of  sale,  without  a  price  in  money,  and 
if  A.  sell  to  B.  a  horse  for  a  mule,  which  B.  promises  to  deliver,  there 
is  no  contract  of  sale,  but  one  of  exchange. 

The  object  of  the  contract  of  sale  is  to  make  the  vendee  have  the 
thing  sold  as  his  own,  to  give  him  a  right  to,  an  interest  in  it 

Here  the  intestate  acquired  no  right  nor  interest  in  the  cotton:  he 
was  authorised,  and  undertook  to  convey  it  to,  and  to  sell  it  in  New 
Orleans,  and  to  pay  the  proceeds  to  the  creditors  of  the  owner  and 
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his  order.    The  cotton  was  never  at  the  risk  of  the  intestate;  had  it 
been  destroyed  by  fire,  or  sunk  in  the  river,  without  his  fault,  the 
loss  must  have  been  his  employer's  F.  A.  B.     Res  peril  domino. 

The  intestate  incurred  no  other  obligation  than  to  use  his  best 
endeavors  to  convey  the  cotton  to  New  Orleans,  sell  it,  and  pay  the 
price  to  F.  A.  B.  This  did  not  make  the  intestate  an  owner,  for  the 
cotton  was  not  at  his  risk,  and  he  was  neither  to  have  any  benefit  or 
sustain  a  loss,  in  case  of  a  rise  or  fall  in  its  value.  The  profits  and 
risks  were  all  F.  A.  B's,  who  never  ceased  to  be  the  owner.  The 
cotton  was  therefore  properly  seized  as  his  property. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  and  the  in- 
junction dissolved,  the  plaintiff  paying  costs  in  both  courts. 

Scotiy  for  the  plaintiff. 

ThomaSj  for  the  defendant. 


StaflFord  v.  StaflFord.     V,  N.  S.  162. 

SIXTH  District. 

Verdict  allowed  to  stand,  not  being  manifestly  erroneous,  when 
DO  question  of  law  had  arisen  in  the  case. 


Hunter  v.  Smith.     V,  N.  S.  164. 

SIXTH  District. 

The  plaintiff's  right  to  pray  a  discontinuance  of  his  suit  was  recog- 
nised by  this  court  in  the  case  of  Petit  v.  Gillet,  5  Martin^  20,  and 
the  court  have  heard  nothing  since,  that  miUtotes  against  it.  The 
court  may  itself  order  a  dismissal.     3  Partida^  22.  3;  22.  9. 
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Martin  v.  Martin's  Heirs  et  al.    V,  N.  S.  165. 

tVbon  i  minor  i«  alwent  from  the  sUte,  MrtiM  of  oiUtioik  in  m  nctien  of  psrtilkNi  mtif 

b«  made  on  hb  ciivtor. 
And  if  duly  representtd  in  that  aetion^  Ihft  )adf ment  if  •ooeloaiTtf  afaitet  kin  onlii  aat 


SIXTH  Dtetrict 

P0RTXR9  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  oonrt 

This  is  an  action  to  recover  from  the  heirs  and  sureties  of  a  curator, 
the  sum  of  40,000  dollars,  which  it  is  alleged  he  received  for  the 
plaintiff,  who  was  a  minor. 

The  plea  of  res  judicata  which  is  offered  as  a  part  of  the  defence 
set  up  by  the  defendants,  requires  us  to  set  out  particularly  the 
pleadings. 

The  petitioner  states  that  he  is  one  of  the  heirs  at  law  of  Abraham 
and  Mary  Martin,  and  as  such  was  entitled  to  the  sum  of  40,000 
dollars:  that  he  was  a  minor  from  the  death  of  his  father  and  mother 
until  the  20th  November,  1823,  When  he  became  of  age.  That  J. 
M.  Martin  was  appointed  his  curator,  and  received  the  sum  of  40,000 
dollars,  in  money,  from  the  other  heirs  of  A.  &  M.  Martin:  and  in 

Eroperty^  which,  without  any  legal  authority,  and  without  the  appro- 
ation  of  the  petitioner,  he  purchased  at  the  sale  of  the  estate  of  his 
father  and  mother,  and  which  he  retained  in  possession  until  his  death, 
and  is  still  in  possession  of  his  heirs.  That  the  petitioner  was  not 
assisted  by  a  curator  ad  lilem  in  the  premises,  that  he  utterly  dis- 
claims all  such  acts  and  doings  on  the  part  of  his  curator,  and  that  in 
consequence  thereof  the  said  J.  M.  Martin  became  liable,  on  his  bond, 
to  pay  the  sum  already  stated. 

The  petition  proceeds  with  an  enumeration  of  the  property  left  by 
the  curator,  on  which  the  plaintiff  avers  that  he  has  a  mortgage,  and 
concludes  with  a  prayer  that  the  heirs  of  J.  M.  Martin,  his  sureties, 
and  the  other  persons  who  have  acquired  part  of  the  mortgaged  pro- 
perty may  be  cited;  that  judgment  may  be  rendered  against  the  former 
for  the  sum  claimed;  and  against  the  latter,  that  the  property  which 
has  come  into  their  hands  may  be  held  subject  to  said  judgment,  and 
sold  to  satisfy  the  same. 

The  persons  thus  made  defendants  put  iti  separate  answers,  accord- 
ing to  their  different  rights,  and  the  views  which  each  entertained  of 
the  defence  be  had  to  the  action.  That  which  first  appears  on  the 
record  comes  from  one  of  the  sureties. 

1.  He  pleads  the  general  issue. 
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2.  That  a  regular  classification  of  the  estate  and  succession  of  John 
M.  Martin  was  made  by  the  judge  of  probates,  of  the  parish  of  Ra- 
pides, at  which  the  plaiutiflf  was  represented  by  his  then  curator  ad 
bonay  Robert  Martin,  who  claimed  for,  and  had  allowed  to  the  plaintiff, 
as  a  general  privilege,  the  sum  of  dollars,  which  order  is  yet 
in  force  and  unrepealed,  and  operates  as  the  thing  adjudged  between 
.the  estate  and  the  heirs  of  the  said  John  M.  Martin  and  the  plaintiff. 

3.  That  the  petitioner  has  no  claim  in  this  suit,  because  a  suit  was 
brought  in  the  probate  court  of  the  parish  of  Rapides,  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Anna  Terrill,  one  of  the  heirs  of  Abraham  and  Mary 
Martin,  tor  a  partition  of  the  succession  of  the  said  Abraham  and 
Mary;  and  a  settlement  of  accounts  among  the  heirs.  That  in  this 
suit  the  plaintiff,  then  a  minor,  was  duly  represented  by  J.  S.Johnson, 
his  curator  ad  litem  specially  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  a  decree 
was  given  therein,  which  decree  was  appealed  from  to  the  district 
court,  and  there  a  final  judgment  was  rendered,  by  which  it  appears 
that  the  petitioner  hsts  received  more  than  his  portion  of  the  estate 
of  Abraham  and  Mary  Martin,  and  which  decree  being  unreversed 
forms  res  judicatOy  and  precludes  the  plaintiff  from  recovery  in  this 
suit 

We  will  consider  the  last  of  these  pleas  first,  and  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain whether  it  has  the  force  and  effect  contended  for,  it  is  necessary 
to  recur  to  the  pleadings  in  the  suit  wherein  the  judgment  offered  in 
bar  was  rendered. 

The  plaintiffs  in  that  case  were  the  representatives  of  one  of  the 
heirs  of  Abraham  and  Mary  Martin.  In  their  petition  they  state, 
.that  by  an  order  of  the  district'  court  of  the  parish  of  Rapides,  the 
parish  judg^  of  said  parish  was  directed  to  proceed  to  the  sale  of  the 
succession  of  the  said  Abraham  and  Mary;  that  pursuant  to  said 
decree,  the  whole  of  the  estate  was  sold;  and  that,  notwithstanding 
the  sale,  no  final  partition  of  the  succession,  or  settlement  of  accounts 
among  the  heirs  had  yet  been  made.  That  at  the  sale,  the  property 
was  principally  brought  by  the  heirs  or  their  representatives;  and 
that  some  of  Uiem  had  bought  greatly  over  their  proportion,  and 
were  in  arrears  to  others. 

They  conclude  by  praying,  that  a  partition  of  the  estate  may  be 
made;  that  the  heirs  may  be  cited;  that  a  curator  ad  litem  may  be 
appointed  to  the  present  plaintiff,  and  that  the  court  would  proceed 
"  to  the  final  partition  of  said  estate  among  the  heirs,  and  to  a  full, 
complete  and  final  settlement  of  accounts  between  them;  and  that  the 
court  will  decree  to  each,  such  sum  as  may  be  found  due  upon  said 
settlement  and  partition. 

The  parties  appeared  in  the  court  of  probates,  and  the  judge  pro- 
ceeding to  make  a  settlement,  charged  each  of  the  heirs  with  the 
amount  purchased  at  the  sale  of  the  succession  of  Abraham  and  Mary 
Martin;  among  these  charges,  the  present  plaintiff  is  credited  with 
33,011  dollars,  50  cents,  the  amount  bought  by  him,  and  his  share 
is  stated  to  be  34,146  dollars,  19  cents. 
Vol.  III.— 42 
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On  the  appeal  to  the  district  court,  the  same  principles  were  adopted 
as  the  basis  of  its  judgment,  and  the  judge  proceeds  to  state,  that  in 
order  to  a  final  settlement  of  the  estate  of  Abraham  and  Mary  Mar- 
tin, judgment  should  be  given  in  the  maimer  therein  stated.  It  is 
unnecessary  to  set  out  any  part  of  it  except  that  which  decrees  to 
the  petitioner  the  sum  of  2159  dollars,  16  cents. 

The  question  then  is,  whether  with  this  judgment  standing  unre- 
versed, the  plaintiff  can  recover  in  the  present  action? 

Assuming  for  the  moment,  that  it  was  regularly  rendered  according 
to  law,  our  first  inquiry  must  be,  what  were  its  effects  on  the  minor? 
Before  going  into  this  question,  however,  it  is  necessary  to  state,  that 
the  heirs  of  J.  M.  Martin,  who  are  sued  now,  were  parties  to  the 
suit,  and  that  their  rights  were  pronounced  on,  as  well  as  those  of 
the  coheirs. 

We  have  already  seen  that  the  avowed  object  of  the  action,  was 
to  obtain  a  partition  and  final  settlement  of  the  estate  of  Abraham 
and  Mary  Martin.  This  estate  then  consisted  of  the  debts  due  to  it 
from  the  sale  of  the  property,  and  the  greater  proportion  of  these  debts 
were  due  by  the  heirs  themselves. 

In  making  the  partition  the  minor  is  charged  with  purchases  to  a 
large  amount.  Now  the  consequence  of  this  most  clearly  was,  to 
make  him  owner  of  the  property  for  the  price  of  which  he  weis  debit- 
ed, and  until  that  judgment  is  reversed  he  remains  so.  The  pur- 
chase by  his  curator,  confirmed  by  a  judgment  of  the  court,  renders 
him  to  every  purpose  the  proprietor  of  it  Nor  can  the  consequences 
which  result  from  these  acts,  be  evaded  by  the  argument  urged  by 
the  counsel,  that  the  legality  of  that  purchase  did  not  come  in  ques- 
tion in  that  suit.  It  came  inuned lately  and  directly  in  question;  for 
if  the  purchase  had  not  been  decreed  to  be  legal,  or  admitted  to  be 
such  by  the  curator,  the  judgment  must  necessarily  have  been  in  favor 
of  the  plaintiff  for  his  whole  share  of  the  estate^  instead  of  the  sum 
of  2159  dollars,  which  was  decreed  to  him. 

Having  thus  ascertained  in  what  relation  the  plain  tiff  stands  to  this 
judgment,  and  his  rights  under  it,  we  proceed  to  inquire  what  is 
asked  for  in  the  present  action.  The  petitioner  states,  that  the  pur- 
chases made  for  him  at  the  sale  of  the  estate  of  his  father  and  mother, 
were  contrary  to  law,  that  he  disclaims  them,  and  that  he  is  entitled 
to  have  judgment  against  the  heirs  and  representatives  of  his  curator 
for  the  amount  of  said  purchases. 

If  that  prayer  was  acceded  to,  these  proceedings,  in  relation  to  the 
rights  of  the  minor  would  present  very  singular  features.  There 
would  be  a  judgment  of  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  deciding 
that  he  was  the  owner  of  the  property.  There  would  be  another 
which,  leaving  that  judgment  unreversed,  would  declare  that  he  is 
entitled  to  the  price  of  it.  Now  this  cannot  be,  and  unless  we  shall 
find  on  further  inquiry  that  the  first  judgment  is  absolutely,  not 
relatively,  null  and  void,  we  are  perfectly  clear,  the  plaintiff  cannot 
recover  in  this  action. 

The  plaintiff  contends  it  was  absolutely  null,  and  be  has  relied  on 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


OCTOBER  TERM,  1826.  4S5 

[Martin  v.  Martin's  Heirs  et  aL] 

the  principle,  that,  unless  proceedings  against  minors  are  conducted 
according  to  the  legal  formalities  established  for  their  protection, 
they  have  a  right  to  pass  them  by  as  if  they  did  not  exist,  and  sue  at 
once  to  enforce  any  claim  which  they  possessed  anterior  to  these  pro- 
ceedings having  taken  place. 

It  may  perhaps  be  doubted  whether  the  principle  relied  on,  extends 
to  the  decrees  of  a  court  of  justice  rendered  contradictorily  with  other 
parties,  whether  it  does  not  starndsis  res  Judicata  until  appealed  from, 
or  set  aside  by  an  action  of  nullity.  But  we  do  not  find  it  necessary 
to  go  into  that  question. 

It  is  shown  here,  that  at  the  time  these  proceedings  took  place  in 
the  court  of  probates,  the  minor  was  absent  from  the  state:  and  that 
his  curator  ad  bona  being  also  a  party  to  them,  a  curator  ad  litem 
was  appointed  to  defend  his  interest.  This  curator  ad  litem  appeared 
and  assisted  at  all  the  proceedings,  and  we  presume,  as  the  contrary 
is  neither  alleged  nor  proved,  that  he  discharged  his  duty  faithfully. 

But  that  attendance  is  contended  to  be  irregular  and  illegal,  because 
the  law  requires  the  minor  to  be  cited;  and  that  it  is  only  after  he  is 
cited,  and  appears,  that  a  curator  ad  litem  can  be  appointed  to  assist 
him. 

If  this  position  be  correct,  then  it  must  follow  that  no  suit  can  be 
commenced  against  a  minor  who  is  absent;  and  it  will  also  follow  that 
coheirs,  and  coproprietors,  of  an  undivided  thing,  may  be  obliged  to 
remain  owners  in  common,  although  the  law  says  they  shall  not; — 
That  any  of  them,  of  age,  or  minors,  can  compel  the  others  to  a  par- 
tition of  the  estate  which  they  hold  jointly.  Civil  Code,  184,  art.  150. 

We  think  where  the  minor  is  absent,  that  ex  necessitate,  service 
must  be  made  on  the  curator,  otherwise  the  rights  of  persons  of  age 
would  be  suspended  by  his  absence,  and  his  is  not  one  of  the  privileges 
which  the  law  accords  to  minors.  The  provisions  of  the  Civil  Code 
which  treat  of  the  subject  of  partition,  in  contemplating  the  case  of 
absentees,  and  providing  for  it,  make  no  difference  between  those 
under,  and  those  of  full  age.  In  treating  of  the  curatorship  of  absent 
persons,  it  does  not  distinguish;  and  the  laws  of  the  Partidas,  though 
not  expressly  legislating  for  this  very  case,  in  their  spirit  and  intent 
most  evidently  sanction  the  course  that  was  pursued  here.  Civil  Code, 
tit.  3,  cap.  1,  p.  16;  Ibidy  cap.  8,  184;  Partidas  3,  tit.  2,  laws  7, 11 
and  12. 

On  the  best  view,  then,  we  can  take  of  the  whole  matter,  we  think 
the  minor  was  legally  represented  in  the  suit  in  the  probate  court,  and 
that,  of  course,  the  sentence  is  binding  on  him,  until  it  is  reversed. 
Cur.  Phillip.,  juicio  civil,  verba  Sentencia,  sect.  18,  no.  10. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  it  is  fur- 
ther ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  there  be  judgment  against 
the  plaintiff,  as  in  case  of  nonsuit,  with  costs  in  both  courts. 

Bullard,  for  the  plaintiff. 

Thomas^  Boyccy  Host  and  Wilson,  for  the  defendants. 
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Norwood  V.  Green  et  al.     IV,  N.  S.  175.       . 

The  copy  of  a  copy  it  not  i^ood  evidence  witboot  accoontiD^  ^  the  abeeaee  of  better 

proof. 

SIXTH  District 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

In  this  case  the  plaintiffe  sue  to  recover  certain  slaves  described  in 
their  petition.  They  obtained  judgment  in  the  court  below,  from 
which  the  defendants  appealed. 

The  evidence  of  title  offered  on  the  part  of  the  appellees,  is  the  copy 
of  a  bill  of  sale  said  to  have  been  executed  by  John  Wyche  to  their 
ancestor,  by  which  the  property  in  dispute  was  regularly  conveyed  to 
him,  and  oral  testimony  of  the  contents  of  the  original  of  this  iastru- 
ment.  The  copy  which  was  admitted  in  evidence  is  taken  from  the 
records  of  Burke  county,  in  the  state  of  Georgia;  being  certified  in 
conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  congress  for  such  cases. 
An  objection  was  made,  on  the  part  of  the  defendants,  to  its  admissi- 
bility, on  the  ground  of  its  being  the  copy  of  a  copy,  which  the  court 
below  overruled,  and  a  bill  of  exceptions  appears  on  the  record  to  that 
effect.  We  are  of  opinion  that  it  was  properly  received,  undef  the 
certificate  made  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  congress;  leaving  its  legal 
effect  on  the  rights  and  claims  of  the  parties,  uninfluenced  by  its  re- 
ception. 

As  the  laws  of  Georgia  have  not  been  shown  or  proved  to  the  courts 
the  effects  of  an  instrument  thus  circumstanced  must  be  ascjertainedin 
reference  to  the  leges  fori.  According  to  our  laws,  the  recording  of 
an  act  under  private  signature,  unless  acknowledged  by  the  parties 
to  it  before  the  proper  recording  officer,  gives  no  additional  force  or 
effect  to  the  original  instrument;  and  a  copy  taken  from  such  a  record 
Would  not  be  legal  or  conclusive  evidence  of  the  contents  of  the  origi- 
nal. We  are,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  the  copy,  offered  by  the 
plaintiffs,  of  the  bill  of  sale  taken  from  the  records  of  Burke  county  in 
Georgia,  does  not  make  out  the  title  to  the  slaves  claimed  in  the  pre- 
sent action.  Neither  does  this  copy  prove  the  genuineness  of  the 
original,  although  admitted  to  record  on  the  affidavit  of  a  subscribing 
witness  to  it ;  for  this  is  ex  parte  evidence,  and  ought  not  to  be  al  lowed 
to  injure  the  rights  of  the  defendants. 

Admitting  the  loss  of  the  deed  of  sale  to  have  been  proved  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  authorise  testimonial  proof  of  its  contents,  we  believe 
that  the  plaintiffs  have  failed  entirely  to  prove  its  truth  and  genuine- 
ness.   There  is  not  one  witness  wno  says  that  he  ever  saw  it  and 
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knew  the  handwriting  of  the  subscribers.  Why  proof  to  this  effect 
has  not  been  obtained  from  the  subscribing  witness,  is  not  accounted 
for;  and  until  the  impossibility  of  procuring  his  testimony  be  shown, 
it  is  doubtful  whether  inferior  proof  ought  to  be  admitted.  We  con- 
clude, that  the  plaintiffs  have  not  made  out  their  case,  and  therefore 
this  case  is  similar  to  that  of  Bradford's  Heirs  v,  Calvit,  5  Mar  tiny  662. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  avoided,  reversed  and  annulled;  and  it  is  fur- 
ther ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  there  be  judgment  entered  for 
the  defendants  as  in  case  of  nonsuit,  with  costs  m  both  courts. 

Thomas  and  Scott ,  for  the  plaintiff. 

Bullardy  for  the  defendant. 


Hunter  v.  Smith.     V,  N,  S.  177. 

The  defendant  may  offer  in  evidence  his  own  answers  to  interrogatories  propounded  to 
him  by  the  plaintiff  in  a  former  suit. 

SIXTH  District. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  case  is  before  us  on  a  bill  of  exceptions  to  the  opinion  of  the 
district  court,  in  refusing  leave  to  the  defendant  to  avail  himself  of 
his  answer  to  certain  interrogatories  put  him  by  the  plaintiff  in  a 
former  suit  between  the  parties,  which  was  discontinued. 

The  district  court  in  our  opinion  erred. 

The  defendant  has  an  undoubted  right  to  avail  himself  of  his 
own  answer  to  the  plaintiff's  interrogatories,  and  such  answer  is  a 
legal  piece  of  evidence  which  may  be  used  by  either  party.  Berthole 
V.  Mace,  5  Martin^  592. 

The  legislature  has  declared  that  such  an  answer  is  evidence  in 
favor  of  the  party  answering,  unless  contradicted  by  positive  literal 
proof  or  two  witnesses.  Civil  Code,  316,  art.  263. 

Can  the  plaintiff  deprive  the  defendant  of  this  undoubted  right  to 
use  the  answer  in  evidence,  by  dismissing  his  suit  and  reconunen- 
cing  it? 

The  defendants  may  give  in  evidence  the  record  of  a  former  suit, 
between  the  parties^  although  it  was  dismissed.    Bore  v.  Quierry's 
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Ex'rs,  4  Martin^  545.    Yet,  the  suit  was  dismissed,  not  by  the  plain- 
tiff's sole  act,  but  upon  an  agreement  between  the  parties. 

The  record  of  a  suit  is  evidence,  although  the  proceedings  were 
not  continued,  until  judgment.     Barlow  v.  Dupuy,  3  A''.  S.  442. 

A  party  cannot  deprive  his  adversary  of  any  piece  of  evidence, 
which  he  may  incautiously  furnish. 

Thus  we  have  held,  a  defendant  cannot  amend  his  answer  by  with- 
drawing an  admission  he  has  made,  Vavasseur  v.  Bayon,  11  Martin^ 
639,  and  that  a  plaintiff  has  no  right  to  withdraw  his  answer  to  the 
defendant's  interrogatories,  although  there  it  was  objected  to.  Posten 
V.  Adams,  5  Martin^  272. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  the  case 
remanded  for  trial,  with  directions  to  the  judge  to  permit  the  defen- 
dant to  read  in  evidence  his  answer  to  the  interrogatories  put  to  him 
by  the  plaintiff,  in  the  former  suit,  and  it  is  ordered  that  the  plaintiff 
and  appellee  pay  costs  in  this  court. 

Thomas,  for  the  plaintiff. 

Baldwin^  for  the  defendant. 


Thomas  v.  Callihan's  Heirs.     V,  N,  S.  180. 

The  credits  of  a  defendant  may  be  teiied  in  cxecntion. 

The  reoordin;  of  a  transfer  of  i  debt  in  the  office  of  the  pariah  jod^doea  not  operate  as 
a  notice  to  third  peraooa. 

SIXTH  District. 

Mai^hews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 
In  this  case  the  plaintiff  sues  to  have  a  judgment  made  executory 
against  the  heirs  of  the  person  against  wFiom  it  had  been  rendered. 
The  facts  of  the  case,  which  appear  important  in  coming  to  a  just 
decision  on  the  questions  of  law  contained  in  it, ate  as  follows:  John 
Stafford,  obtained  a  judgment  against  the  ancestor  of  the  defendttnts^ 
Which  he  assigned  and  transferred  to  the  plaintiff,  and  which  together 
with  the  agreement  of  transfer,  was  recorded  in  the  office  of  the 
parish  judge;  Leroy  Stafford  obtained  a  judgment  against  the  assign- 
dr,  and  caused  the  interest  of  the  latter  in  the  judgment  against  Cal- 
lihan,  to  be  levied  on  and  sold  to  satisfy  his  judgment,  purchased  by 
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himself  at  the  sheriff's  sale,  and  has  transferred  the  right  which  he 
has  thereby  acquired  to  the  appellants  for  a  valuable  consideration. 
The  transfer  from  J.  Stafford  to  the  appellee  was  previous  to  the 
seizure  and  sale  under  Leroy's  judgment. 

Out  of  these  facts  two  questions  of  law  arise.  The  first  relates  to 
the  legality  of  seizing  in  execution  credits  or  choses  in  action  of  a 
debtor.  The  second  has  reference  to  the  notice  which  the  law  re- 
quires to  be  given  in  a  transfer  of  debts,  so  as  to  bind  third  persons. 

The  first  of  these  questions  depends  on  a  general  principle  of  law, 
and  hsis  been  settled  in  the  affirmative  by  a  decision  of  the  court  re- 
ported in  2  N.  S.  616.  It  is  true  that  some  alteration  has  been  mado^ 
restricting  the  right  of  plaintiffs  in  execution,  by  an  act  of  the  legisla- 
ture subsequently  passed;  but  this  law  has  not  produced  any  change 
which  can  affect  the  rights  of  the  parties  to  the  present  suit. 

In  regard  to  the  question  of  notice,  the  plaintiff  relies  principally,  if 
not  solely,  on  the  circumstance  of  having  caused  to  be  recorded  the 
judgment  and  act  of  transfer,  in  the  office  of  the  parish  judge,  pre- 
vious to  the  levy  made  on  it  by  Leroy  Stafford  under  his  judgment 
against  the  transferror.  We  are  of  opinion,  that  this  recording  was 
not  such  notice  to  the  debtors  as  is  required  by  law. 

It  is  not  a  record  of  an  act  required  to  be  recorded,  for  the  purpose 
of  warning  or  notifying  third  persons,  whose  interests  might  be  af- 
fected by  it.  The  notice  necessary  in  the  assignment  of  debts,  not 
regularly  negotiable,  according  to  law  merchant,  may  be  fairly  as- 
similated to  the  notice  which  must  be  given  to  endorsers  of  promissory 
notes  and  drawers  of  bills  of  exchange;  and,  although  the  same 
exactness  and  promptitude  may  not  be  required  in  the  former  case 
as  in  the  latter,  yet  to  affect  the  rights  of  third  persons,  personal 
notice  or  something  equivalent  must  be  given,  and  proved  in  the 
event  of  any  contest  on  the  subject;  which  we  think  has  not  been 
done  in  the  present  case. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  court  below,  be  avoided,  reversed  and  annulled;  and  it  is 
further  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  judgment  be  entered  for 
the  defendants  and  appellants,  as  in  case  of  nonsuit,  with  costs  in 
both  courts. 

Host;  for  the  plaintiff. 

Baldwin^  for  the  defendants. 
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Johnson  v.  Eirkland.     V,  N.  S.  182. 

COURT  of  Probates  of  the  Parish  of  Catahoula. 

The  process  verbal  of  the  probate  of  a  will  is  void,  if  it  does  not 
state,  ^  that  the  will  was  read  in  an  audible  and  distinct  voice  to  the 
witnesses  and  bystanders.''    See  Code  of  Practice,  art.  943. 


Bakewell  v.  Coe  et  al.     V,  N-  S.  185. 

SIXTH  District. 

To  give  the  Supreme  Court  jurisdiction  the  matter  in  contest  must 
exceed  300  dollars.    Constitution,  art.  4,  sect  h 


Boatner  v.  Henderson  ei  al.    V,  N.  S.  186. 

If  the  mortgaged  premiset  are  rendered  leas  valuaUe  by  the  acts  of  a  third  gpesessor,  he 

will  be  responsible  to  the  mortgagee. 
Effecting  works  on  a  stream  of  water,  by  which  a  mill  preTioosly  placed  there  Is  pfe- 

▼ented  working,  is  illegaL 
And  it  is  immaterial  whether  the  obstruction  is  created  by  preventing  the  stream  irom 

descending,  or  by  throwing  the  water  back  on  the  old  mill,  so  that  it  cannot  work. 

SIXTH  District 

PoBTER,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  defendants  were  owners  of  two  tracts  of  land,  situated  on  a 
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SBoall  water  course  in  the  parish  of  Rapides.  The  upper  one  was 
acquired  by  them  by  purchase,  and  at  the  time  they  bought  it,  was 
subject  to  a  mortgage  in  favor  of  the  present  plaintiff.  On  the  pre- 
mises was  erected  a  grist  and  saw  mill,  and  the  land  is  stated  and 
proved  to  be  of  no  value  except  for  a  mill  seat. 

The  plaintiff  not  receiving  payment  of  his  debt,  proceeded,  by  an 
action  of  mortgage,  to  have  his  lien  carried  into  effect.  While  these 
proceedings  were  pending,  the  defendants  commenced  constructing 
a  dam  and  a  mill  on  the  lower  tract  owned  by  them,  and  the  very 
day,  or  the  day  after,  the  mortgaged  premises  were  adjudged  to  the 
plaintiff,  who  became  the  purchaser.  Under  the  sale  made  at  his 
own  instance,  they  finished  the  construction  of  the  dam. 

The  new  works  were  erected  so  near  to  the  old  ones,  that  it  was 
found  that  the  water  collected  in  the  dam  rose  to  such  a  height  that 
it  completely  impeded  the  use  of  the  mill  originally  placed  on  the 
mortgaged  premises.  Upon  this  fact  being  ascertained,  the  plaintiff 
commenced  the  present  action,  in  which  he  stated  that  these  new 
works  had  been  erected  with  the  intention  to  injure  those  belonging 
to  the  petitioner,  that  he  had  sustained  damage,  in  consequence  thereof 
to  the  amount  of  10,000  dollars,  and  he  prayed  that  he  might  have 
judgment  for  these  damages,  and  that  the  works  erected  by  the  de- 
fendants might  be  abated. 

The  defendants  pleaded  that  the  plaintiff  had  shown  no  cause  of 
action,  diat  they  had  a  right  to  erect  a  mill  and  dam  on  their  own 
land,  and  that  the  plaintiff  purchased  with  a  full  knowledge  of  these 
obstructions. 

The  cause  was  submitted  to  a  jury  in  the  court  below,  who  found 
a  verdict  in  favor  of  the  plaintiffs  for  1,000  dollars,  which  verdict  the 
court  confirmed  by  their  judgment,  and  further  decreed,  that  the 
works  erected  by  the  defendants  should  be  abolished. 

The  first  question  in  the  case  is,  whether  the  defendant,  having 
purchased  the  mortgaged  premises,  did  not  acquire  a  right  to  make 
any  change  he  pleased  in  the  buildings  erected  thereon?  And  we 
are  of  opinion  his  right  to  do  so  was  undoubted,  provided  he  did  not 
diminish  the  value  of  the  property.  On  this  subject  we'have  an  ex- 
press provision  of  law.  **The  deterioration  which  proceeds  from 
the  deed  or  neglect  of  the  third  possessor,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  cre- 
ditors who  have  a  privilege  or  mortgage,  gives  rise  against  the  former 
to  an  action  of  indemnification."    Civil  Code,  462,  art.  48. 

The  second  is,  whether  the  defendant  had  not  a  right  to  erect  the 
mill,  on  his  own  land,  whether  it  injured  that  of  his  neighbor  or  not? 
or,  as  the  case  was  put  at  the  bar,  whether  he  had  not  the  same  au- 
thority to  place  works  of  this  description  on  his  land,  as  the  plaintiff 
had  to  erect  them  on  the  adjoining  soil,  which  was  his  property? 

It  is  a  general  principle  of  law,  that  owners  may  use  their  property 
as  they  please,  with  the  exception  that  they  do  no  injury  to  others. 
Sic  tuum  uterCj  ut  alium  non  hedas.  But  it  would  seem  that  this 
obligation  ought  not  to  be  increased  by  the  circumstance  of  others  hav^ 
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ing  previously  commenced  using  their  property  in  such  a  way,  as 
that  the  purposes  to  which  they  have  applied  it  conflict  with  mine. 
Our  Code,  however,  appears  to  limit  the  right  of  ownership  in  this 
way,  and  in  its  provisions  on  this  head,  it  distinguishes  between 
works  which  damage  tlie  buildings  of  a  neighbor,  and  those  which 
produce  an  inconvenience,  declaring  the  first  to  be  illegal,  and  the 
other  but  the  exercise  of  those  rights  which  appertain  to  the  owner- 
ship of  property.    Civil  Code,  1 36, 1 6. 

In  this  case,  the  injury  complained  of  is  the  erection  of  a  dam,  by 
which  a  reflux  of  water  is  created,  so  that  the  plaintiS*  cannot  use  his 
mill  as  formerly.  Whether  this  be  one  of  those  acts  by  whichan 
inconvenience  would  be  produced,  or  a  damage  inflicted,  might,  per- 
haps, be  doubted,  though  it  would  seem  to  belong  to  the  latter  class. 
But  on  this  subject  we  have  a  positive  law  of  the  Partidasy  which 
declares  that  a  man  can  not  erect  a  mill  near  another,  so  as  to  obstruct 
the  current  of  water  to  that  previously  erected.  It  is  true  this  law 
contemplates  only  the  case  of  an  injury  done  by  preventing  the  water 
from  descending,  but  the  injury  is  the  same  where  the  water  is  thrown 
back.  The  object  of  the  law  was,  to  protect  old  works  of  this  kind 
from  being  impeded  in  their  operation  by  the  erection  of  new  ones; 
and  whether  this  is  done  by  obstructing  the  current  so  that  no  water 
can  reach  the  wheel  from  above,  or  by  sending  so  much  water  back 
on  it  from  below,  as  that  the  mill  can  not  be  used,  is  a  difference  but 
in  name,  and  we  have  no  doubt  the  prohibition  extends  to  the  one 
act,  as  well  as  the  other.    Par.  3,  tit,  38,  iaw  18. 

The  last  point  made  in  the  cause  is,  that  the  damages  are  excessive* 
The  jury  and  the  judge  below  have  thought  they  were  not,  and  we 
do  not  think  the  case  shows  them  so  clearly  so,  as  to  authorise  us  to 
disturb  the  verdict.  The  property  of  the  plaintiff  is  proved  to  be  of 
no  use  but  for  a  mill  si^at,  and  for  that  purpose  to  be  considered  of 
great  value,  if  we  may  judge  by  the  high  prices  paid  for  it  by  the  per- 
sons through  whom  title  has  descended  to  the  petitioner.  From  the 
time  of  the  obstruction,  up  to  the  rendering  the  verdict,  fifteen  or  six- 
teen months  had  elapsed,  and  we  are  unable  to  say  the  jury  erred  in 
considering  that  the  use  of  the  property  was  not  worth  1000  dollars 
for  that  space  of  time. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  aflSrmed,  with  costs. 

Scott  and  Thomas^  for  the  plaintiff. 

Wilson  and  Johnston,  for  the  defendants. 
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Host  V.  St.  Francis's  Church.     V,  N.  S.  1 91. 

The  Bppelltint  has  three  judicial  days  aAor  the  return  day,  to  Ble  bis  appeal. 
No  chan^  can  be  made  in  the  pleadings,  without  leave  of  the  court  or  consent  of  the  . 
opposite  party. 

SIXTH  District 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  plaintiff  and  appellee  prays  that  the  appeal  may  be  dismissed, 
because  it  was  returnable  to  the  first  Monday  of  October,  1825,  and 
the  transcript  was  not  filed  into  the  clerk's  office  till  the  14th  of  that 
month* 

The  October  term,  1825,  entirely  failed,  two  of  the  judges  having 
been  prevented  by  indisposition  from  meeting  the  third. 

Admitting  that  the  transcript  of  the  record  must  be  filed  on  the 
return  day,  into  the  clerk^s  office,  whether  that  be  a  judicial  day  or 
not,  Code  of  Practice,  587;  the  transcript  in  this  case  was  filed  before 
the  expiration  of  the  three  days  of  grace,  which  the  law  grants  to  the 
appellant  in  filing  the  transcript,  and  during  which  he  may  show  that 
he  was  by  some  accident  not  within  his  control,  prevented  from  filing 
his  transcript,  and  before  the  expiration  of  which  the  clerk  is  forbidden 
to  certify  that  the  transcript  is  not  filed.     Ihid.  5S9,  883. 

Those  days  must  be  judicial  days,  for  on  no  other  has  the  appellant 
the  chance  of  showing  that  he  is  not  in  fault. 

As  the  certificate  that  the  transcript  is  not  filed,  enables  the  appellee 
to  have  the  judgment  executed,  and  prevents  the  appellant  from 
obtaining  a  new  appeal.  Ibid.  594,  the  latter  must  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  showing  cause  against  the  issuing  of  the  certificate. 

We  notice  on  the  record  a  bill  of  exceptions  taken  by  the  counsel 
of  the  defendants  and  appellants,  on  overruling  their  motion  to  have 
a  supplemental  or  amended  petition,  which  the  plaintiff  had  filed 
without  leave,  rejected. 

On  this  point  the  opinion  of  this  court  is  with  the  defendants. 
Neither  party  can  make  any  alteration  or  change  in  the  pleadings, 
without  the  consent  of  his  adversary,  or  leave  of  the  court.  Thus  in 
the  case  of  Robinson  el  al.  v.  Williams,  in  which  the  plaintiff  com- 
plained that  the  district  court  had  acted  on  an  amendment  filed,  with- 
out leave,  by  the  defendant  to  the  answer,  we  reversed  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court,  and  remanded  the  case  with  directions  to  the 
judge  not  to  admit  special  matter  as  evidenbe  of  the  plaintiff's  claim 
under  this  amended  answer.     3  N.  S.  665. 
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It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  the  verdict 
set  aside,  and  the  case  remanded,  with  directions  to  the  judge,  abso- 
lutely to  disregard  and  cause  to*  be  disregarded  the  supplemental  or 
amended  petition  of  the  plaintiff  and  appellee,  and  it  is  ordered  that 
he  pay  costs  in  this  court. 

host,  for  the  plaintiff. 

Baldwin  and  Deblieux^  for  the  defendants. 


King  6/  a/,  v.  Havard-     V,  N.  S.  1 92. 

A  debtor  cftnaot  be  compelled  to  pay  seyeral  traosferees  to  whom  the  creditor  may  ha?e 
assigned  separate  portions  of  the  debt 

SIXTH  District. 

Martiit,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  petition  states  that  Garriot  having  obtained  a  judgment  against 
the  defendants,  for  800  dollars  and  interest,  assigned  300  dollars  of  it 
to  Hollo  way,  150  dollars  to  the  plainti&.  King  &  Beatty,  and  40 
dollars  to  the  plaintiff,  Thomas ;  wherefore  judgment  is  prayed  against 
<he  defendant  in  favor  of  Beatty  &  King  for  450  dollars,  they  alleg- 
ing themsrives  to  be  the  tranferees  of  Holloway,  and  40  dollars  in 
&vor  of  Thomas. 

The  defendant  pleaded  the  general  issue  and  the  indivisibility  of 
Oarriot's  claim  against  him,  compensation,  &c.  The  plaintiffs  had 
judgment,  and  the  defendant  appealed. 

There  is  evidence,  that  after  the  assignment  to  Holloway,  Paul 
called  on  the  defendant  for  payment,  and  he  said  he  would  pay, 
although  he  would  lose  so  much  money,  and  that  he  would  settle 
with  £ng  &  Beatty. 

That  a  debtor  cannot  be  compelled  to  pay  his  debt  to  a  number  of 
transferees,  among  whom  it  may  have  suited  the  convenience  of  his 
creditor  to  d^tribute  it,  results  from  his  right  to  resist  his  claim  for 
partial  payments:  for  the  protection  the  law  affords  to  the  debtor  in 
this  respect,  if  the  creditor  might  do  indirectly  what  he  is  forbidden 
to  do  directly,  by  transferring  parcels  of  his  claim  to  sundry  persons, 
would  be  nugatory. 
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[King  et  al  v.  Havard.] 

El  acreedor  no  puede  pedir,  ni  cobrar,  la  deuda  en  parte,  contra  la 
Toluntad  del  deudor.     Cur.  Phil.  Comm.  Terr.  22. 

Le  creancier  ne  pent  forcer  le  debiteur  a  payerpar  parties.  Du- 
moulinj  de  dividuo  et  individuo^  n.  6  and  7;  6  Tbulliery  776,  777. 

The  district  court,  in  our  opinion,  erred  in  coercing  payment  from 
the  defendant  by  parcels. 

As  the  transfer  to  HoUiday  was  approved  of  by  the  defendant,  and 
he  promised  to  pay,  he  must  be  bound  by  his  assent  to  the  severance 
of  the  sum  transferred  to  Holliday  from  the  claim  of  Garriot. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  that 
there  be  judgment  against  the  defendant  in  favor  of  King  &  Beatty, 
for  three  hundred  dollars,  with  interest  from  the  inception  of  the  suit; 
and  that  there  be  judgment  against  Thomas;  the  appellees  paying 
costs  in  this  court,  and  the  defendant  below. 

TAomaSf  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Oakley y  for  the  defendant. 


Bullard  v.  Wilson.     V,  N.  S.  196. 

Wbetber  the  endorsee  take  ap  a  note  by  payment  or  by  notation,  hk  recouree  affainattbe 

endorser  is  the  aame. 
A  witness  swearin(|r  that  be  had  no  recoUeotion  of  gif  ing  the  notice  of  a  protest,  except 
'  ftom  the  memorandom  on  the  back  of  it,  but  that  he  had  no  doubt  he  had  given  it,  or 

he  wonld  not  have  made  sQch  a  memorandom,  b  legal  proof  that  the  notioe  mm 
'  given. 

SIXTH  District. 

In  this  case  the  Court  said: — The  plaintiff,  as  endorsee,  sues  the 
first  endorser,  who  pleaded  the  general  issue,  and  that  the  maker  of 
the  note  obtained  an  accommodation  on  it  in  bank — that  the  note 
was  not  paid  by  the  plaintiff,  but  the  debt  of  which  it  is  the  evidence, 
was  extinguished  by  novation,  the  bank  having  received  in  exchange 
another  note  for  the  amount  of  the  one  on  which  the  maker  might, 
according  to  agreement,  have  obtained  a  renewal — that  the. plaintiff 
is  not  the  owner  of  the  note  sued  on — that  the  defendant  received  no 
consideration  for  his  endorsement,  nor  any  notice  of  protest. 

There  was  judgment  against  him,  and  he  appealed. 
Vol.  III.— 43 
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The  proto9t  was  pvoduced,  «ttd  the  agBHtfurestif  Ae  urnkeis  jmd 
all  the  endorsers  Mterior  to  Uie  pJaiBlMT,  were  proved* 

The  oasbier  (kj^o«ad4bal  the  imkerof  the  note  taid  aocoBMttwfeliinis 
in  htivk  to  a  iarge  anoiinty  for  which  various  notos  were  ^iven,  and 
the  debt  wa0  gradually  reduced  »jhfier  sevenal  renewals,  to  4ie  sum 
tor  which  the  note  sued  on,  was  given — seveml  soma  fimn  different 
loans  being  oonsolidated.  At  the  maturity  of  this  note,  the  defendant 
declined  iar4her  endorsementay  and  Aie  plaintiff  took  it  up  after  pr^atest, 
by  paying  the  ipsoportion  required  <m  the  renewal,  and  giving  his 
own  note  for  tthe  <balance.  The  proceeds  of  this  last  note  were  placed 
to  the  plaintiff's  credit,  and  he  gave  a  check  &ir  the  whole  amounit  ef 
the  note  ^aed  on,,  which  was  surrendered  to  him  by  the  wttBeas— 
who  would  not  have  |>aad  libe  proceeds  of  the  note  hk  discounted,  to 
the  i^atil^  while  be  stood  debtor  on  his  endorsement,  if  the  nu>Mf 
had  not  been  called  for  to  pay  the  pt#lested  ncML 

The  parish  judge's  memorandum  of  hiBiBainiig|;iven  the  protest 
to  the  defendant  in  person,  was  on  thcfaadr  of  tl^  protest,  and  he 
deposed  he  had  no  recollection  of  giving  it,  but  he  had  no  dou!)t  of 
his  having  given  it,  as  he  never  made  such  a  memorandum  without 
having  given  the  notice. 

The  endorsement  of  the  note  by  the  defendant  to  Thomas,  and  by 
Thomas  to  the  plaintiff,  are  proved— so  is  the  protest,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  the  note  by  the  plaintiff. 

There  is  as  good  evidence  of  the  notice  as  is  possible  to  be  expected. 
A  notary  who  daily  protests  and  gives  notice  of  the  protest  of  a  great 
number  of  notes,  cannot  possibly  be  able,  at  a  distance  of  time,  to 
recollect  the  very  day  he  gave  a  particular  notice,  unless,  immediately 
after  he  gave  h,ihe  made -a  memevandimiof  it;  and  it  is  irom  the 
information  which  his  memorandum  recalls,  that  he  can  satisfactorily 
establish  either  the  day,  the  place,  or  the  person  whom  he  notifies. 

In  this  case,  therefore,  the  notice  is  duly  proved.  See  Alton  €t4tL 
V.  Trimble  e/  aiL,  4  Bibb,  22. 

TboiB  was  no  novation  of  the  debt  of  the  maker  of  the  note,  nor 
afihe'defiQBdant 

The  plaintiff,  being  bound  to  pay  the  amount  of  the  note,  after 
protest  and  notice,  discounted  his  own  note,  and  paid  its  proceeds, 
and  another  sum  of  money  to  discharge  his  debt  to  the  bank  and 
acquire  a  right  to  his  reimbursement,  on  the  maker  and  the  anterior 
endorsers.  Whether  he  novated  or  paid  his  own  debt  is  immaterial 
03  by  either  way  he  was  subrogated  to  the  rights  of  the  bank. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  a(]yudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Bvllardf  for  the  plaintiff. 

Wilson^  for  the  defendant. 
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White  0.  Cumming.     V,  N.  S.  119. 

In  a  hard  case,  the  court  will  uot  mulct  a  defendant  in  damages.    What  is  to  be  called 

SIXTH  District 

Mabtin,  J.y  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  defendant  states  the  note  he  ie  sued  on  was  gtTen  for  the  price 
of  a  negro  boy,  sold  him  by  the  plaintiff;  who  represented  him  as 
yery  healthy  and  a  valuable  field  hand,  while  <<  he  is  on  the  coutrarVy 
and  ever  since  he  purchased  him  has  been  sickly,  languid  and  stupia, 
and  so  much  addicted  to  stealing,  as  to  be  a  constant  dsaoagey  and  is 
unfit  for  the  purpose  for  which  he  was  intended."  He  concludes  with 
a  prayer  for  the  rescission  of  the  sale^  or  a  diminution  of  the  price. 

The  plaintiff  being  interrogated  on  oath,  by  the  defendant,  declared 
the  note  sued  on  was  given  for  a  pan  of  the  price  of  the  slave  men- 
tioned in  the  answer,  and  the  balance  of  the  price^  two  hundred  doU 
hMf  was  paid  him  by  the  defendant;  that  he,  the  plaintiff,  did  not 
most  particularly  state  to  the  defendant  that  the  stave  was  strictly 
honest)  remarkably  healthy,  and  a  fine  field  hand;  the  slave  wns  never 
before  the  purchase  in  the  possession  of  the  defendant. 

The  plaintiff  had  judgment  and  the  defendant  appealed. 

The  statement  of  facts  shows  that 

Bray  deposed,  that  when  he  first  saw  the  slave,  the  defendant  and 
his  wife  said  he  was  unwell.  He  was  purchased  in  the  summer,  and 
was  sent  to  the  plantation  of  the  witness  in  the  fall.  He  was  very 
much  swollen.  The  witness  first  saw  him  two  or  three  weeks  after 
he  was  bought.  The  slave  always,  at  times,  appeared  subject  td 
swelling.  He  is  lasy  and  Indolent,  more  so  than  any  of  his  age  th# 
witness  ever  saw;  the  witness  would  not  keep  him  for  his  victuahk 
He  is  stout  and  strong  and  looks  tolerably  well. 

Dr.  Sebly  deposed  the  slave  was  brought  in  four  or  five  weeks  agd 
considerably  swollen,  in  the  belly,  face  and  eyes.  He  bears  old  marks 
of  frequent  bleedings.  The  witness  can  not  tell  whether  his  disease 
be  ancient  or  recent;  but  thinks  it  is  an  incipient  dropsy.  Theslaye 
is  now  better.  A  dropsical  state  of  the  system  is  not  eatsily  remoyed, 
but  the  cure  is  easier  in  young  than  in  old  persons. 

The  defendant  has  failed  in  establishihg  a  redhibitory  defect,  and 
Dvas  properly  refused  relief,  although  his  bargain  appears  a  hard  one, 
Imt  we  do  not  think  ourselves  bound  to  mulct  him  in  damages. 
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[WhHo  V.  dunminsf.] 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  sidjudged  and  decreed  that  the  judgment  of 
the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs  in  both  courts. 
Thomas f  for  the  plaintiff. 
Scott y  for  the  defendant. 


Byrd  v.  Bowie.     V,  N.  S.  201. 

'If  the  contract  be  uiarious,  the  creditor  ctn  only  receive  the  principal,  without  interest 

SEVENTH  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  defendant,  sued  on  his  promissory  note,  pleads  payment — that 
his  co-obligor,  many  years  since,  delivered  to  the  plaintiff  a  negro  man 
worth  1200  dollars,  whose  value  ought  to  be  imputed  to  the  payment 
of  the  note — and  that  he  further  delivered  two  negro  men  to  labor 
for  the  petitioner,  whose  services  were  worth  more  than  the  amount 
of  the  obligation. 

There  are  interrogatories  annexed  to  the  answer,  but  it  is  imneces- 
sary  to  set  them  forth,  or  the  replies  which  were  made  to  them. 
'    The  delivery  of  the  negro  man,  in  payment,  is  proved,  and  a  receipt 
of  the  plaintiff's  shows  that  his  value  was  fixed  at  550  dollars. 

The  only  difficulty  in  the  case  relates  to  the  other  negro,  who,  the 
defendant  affirms  in  his  answer,  was  delivered  on  hire.  If  this  were 
true  the  court  would  be  inclined  to  think  that  the  services  of  such  a 
slave  were  not  worth  more  than  the  use  of  1200  dollars;  but  the  evi- 
dence offered,  and  received  in  the  cause  without  opposition,  shows 
that  the  negro  was  sold  and  delivered  to  the  plaintiff,  in  absolute 
property,  and  that  the  consideration  for  the  sale  was  the  loan  of  the 
sum  already  mentioned,  for  the  space  of  four  months.  This  is  one  of 
the  strongest  examples  of  usury  and  extortion,  which  has  yet  come 
before  this  court.  The  defendant  is  clearly  entitled  to  a  credit  for  the 
value  of  the  slave,  which  is  proved  to  have  been  350  dollars,  and  the 
plaintiff  can  only  recover  the  balance  of  the  principal  without  interest 
Hermann  v.  Sprigg,  3  N.  S.  190. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reyersted,  and  it  is  fur- 
ther ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  plaintiff  do  recover  of 
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the  defmitM  the  mun  of  dOO  ddllars,  wi^  eofite  in  the  eottrl  of  the 
first  instance,  tliose  #f  appeal  to  be  borne  W  the  appellee. 

iSto^/, fertile  plaintiff, 

OtMey,  for  the  defendant. 


Sterling  and  Wife  v.  Drew  e/  al.    V,  N-  S.  ilOS. 

Tht  ftoMMBWa  aeqoiffMl  bf  cetaal  oeeopstion,  tfioui^h  noft  raaintAkied  ioriag  tlit  «lid0 
period  required  for  prescriptioD,  casDot  he  iMterr«|ited  tgr  a  poiiowitp  aieraly  cifij. 
Whtre  both  flIaMAaatt  litTt  dbftaincMl «  reKaqaishBeni  freo  Uw  Vnitad  9Utw»  be  fvbo 
bti  «be  Jheat  tJUe  fteattbe  fpwibb  i^eraaeat  wVi  pre?«i. 

SEVENTH  Dietilct. 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  plaintiiEs  in  this  case  claim  title  to  a  certain  tract  of  land  de- 
scribed in  their  petition.  The  defendant,  Drew,  disclaimed  any*  right 
to  the  property,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Ouachita  were 
permitted  to  interfere  in  the  suit,  and  become  defendants.  Judgment 
was  rendered  in  their  favor  In  the  court  below,  frotu  which  the  plajjck 
tiffs  appealed. 

The  title  set  up  1))r,the  latter  is  founded  on  an  incomplete  grant 
from  the  Spani^  government  to  one  Epinette,  who  conveyed  hie 
right  to  the  Baron  ae  Bastlrop,  from  wliom  the  title  has  been  trans- 
mitted to  the  appellants,  through  several  mesne  conveyances,  and 
has  been  recognised  and  confirmed  by  the  United  States. 

The  defendants  claim  title  to  the  premises  in  dispute  as  having 
been  set  apart  for  the  use  of  the  parish,  to  be  employed  in  public  pur- 
poses, such  as  a  burying  ground  and  site  for  a  church.  This  claim 
has  been  also  confirmed  by  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

In  support  of  the  plaintiffs'  title,  prescription  is  relied  on  as  based 
on  possession  of  ten  years,*and  in  their  claim  this  must  also  be  taken 
into  view. 

In  the  act  of  sale  from  Epinette  to  Bastrop,  the  land  sold  is  limited 
by  that  now  claimed  by  the  defendants.  All  the  subsequent  deeds 
embrace  it  within  these  limits.    Possession  since  the  year  1810  is 

S roved  to  have  been  held  under  Bastrop's  sale,  which  mcluded  the 
isputed  property.    Those  who  claim  in  conformity  with  this  deed, 
have  had  only  a  constructive  possession  of  the  land  now  sued  for^ 

43* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


5W  SUPREME  COURT. 

[Sterling  and  Wile  «.  Drew  ef  «Z.] 

unsupported  by  any  title  emanating  from  the  former  sovereignty  of 
the  country,  for  the  act  of  sale  from  the  grant%^,  under  which  their 
title  is  deduced,  does  not  convey  it  to  Bastrop.  It  is,  however,  a 
possession,  by  which  they  have  obtained  a  relinquishment  of  the  title 
of  the  United  States,  and  is,  perhaps,  such  as  would  have  been 
sufficient  to  create  title  by  prescription,  were  it  exclusive  and  unin- 
terrupted, ab  iniiio.  Opposed  to  this  possession  b  one  set  up  by 
the  defendants,  which  is  supported  by  evidence,  showing  that  the 
inhabitants  of  the  parish  did  use  the  land  in  the  manner  and  for  the 
purposes  for  which  it  is  separated  and  set  apart  from  the  public  do- 
main. They  enclosed  part  of  it  with  fences,  and  buried  their  dead 
in  it.  These  uses  afforded  the  only  means  of  taking  possession, 
which  united  the  will  to  possess  with  actual  occupation,  so  far  as  the 
nature  of  the  thing  and  its  destination  would  permit.  A  possession 
thus  commenced  is  well  retained  by  the  animus  reienendij  which  is 
presumed  by  law,  and  cannot  be  interrupted  by  an  adverse  possession 
merely  civil  or  constructive,  llie  plaintiffs,  therefore,  cannot  succeed 
4m  the  ground  of  their  prescriptive  title. 

It  then  only  remains  to  examine  their  pretensions,  as  supported  by 
other  evidences  of  title.  These  are  the  deeds  of  sale  above  stated, 
and  they  do  not  ascend  so  as  to  show  any  concession,  even  of  the 
most  imperfect  and  inchoate  kind,  from  the  Spanish  government, 
which  includes  the  land  in  dispute.  It  is  tnie  that  this  property  has 
been  relinquished  and  confirmed  to  them  by  the  succeeding  govern- 
ment, but  it  has  also  been  relinquished  and  confirmed  to  the  defen- 
dants. The  respective  claims  and  rights  of  both  parties  to  the  suit, 
rest  on  the  titles  which  were  obtained  from  the  Spanish  government, 
and  if  they  be  not  equally  weak  and  without  foundation,  we  are  of 
opinion  that  the  preponderance  is  in  favor  of  that  relied  on  by  the 
defendants,  as  it  is  shown  that  the  disputed  ground  was  laid  off  and 
set  apart  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 
Oakley y  for  the  plaintiffs. 
ThomaSf  for  the  defendant. 
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Overton  v.  ArchiDard.     V,  N.  S.  207. 

Traperij  labject  to  mortgage  for  principal  and  interest  of  the  price  of  a  tract  of  land,  is 
sot  fcibject  to  a  demand  for  interest  on  interest  growing  out  of  a  subsequent  agreement 
of  the  parties. 

SIXTH  District 

Martih y  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  plaintiff  charges  that  in  November  1819,  he  sold  to  Pannel,  a 
plantation  and  negroes,  for  44,000  dollars,  with  interest  at  ten  per 
cent,  a  year,  from  the  first  of  February,  1820.  A  sum  of  4000  dol- 
lars, being  payable  on  the  31st  of  March,  1820,  and  40,000  on  the 
6th  of  November,  1829;  the  interest,  however,  bemg  payable  yearly 
on  the  1st  of  March,  and  Pannel  mortgaged,  among  other  property, 
a  negro  slave  named  Delphia,  now  possessed  and  claimed  by  the  de- 
fendant; that  a  sum  of  1 600  dollars,  part  of  the  principal  and  interest, 
is  still  due  him;  that  Pannel  has  failed,  and  is  since  dead,  and  the 
plaintiff  has  a  judgment  against  his  syndics.  The  petition  concludes 
with  a  prayer  that  the  defendant  may  be  decreed  to  pay,  or  that  the 
slave  be  seized  and  sold,  for  the  payment  of  the  sum  due,  and  costs. 

The  defendant  pleaded  the  general  issue,  and  called  he  Gras,  his 
vendor  in  warranty,  who  brought  in  Scott. 

Scott  pleaded  the  general  issue  and  payment  by  Pannel  in  his  life- 
time. 

There  was  judgment  for  the  defendant,  and  the  plaintiff  appealed. 

The  question  turns  entirely  on  the  plea  of  payment  That  the 
principal  is  paid  appears  by  the  receipts  of  Overton,  duly  recorded  or 
authenticated,  by  which  he  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  sums  of 
4000  dollars,  and  1000  dollars,  on  the  fifth  of  January,  1820,  and 
19,200  dollars,  on  the  10th  of  March,  1820,  expressly  as  part  of  the 
prmcipal;  and  19,800  dollars,  on  the  6th  of  April,  1823,  being  part  of 
the  sum  of  44,000  dollars,  agreed  to  be  paid  by  Pannel  for  the  plaur 
tation  and  negroes,  for  the  payment  of  which  the  slave  was  mortr 
gaged. 

As  to  the  payment  of  the  interest,  the  plaintiff's  receipts  are  pro- 
duced for  4500  dollars,  and  it  is  further  shown  that  the  plaintiff  re- 
ceived PannePs  obligations  for  120,000  weight  of  cotton  in  1822, 
payable  by  instalments,  and  the  delivery  of  the  cotton  was  secured 
by  a  mortgage.  The  cotton  is  shown  to  have  been  worth  upwards 
of  12,000  dollars. 

On  these  facts,  it  is  contended,  on  the  part  of  the  appellee,  that  the 
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appellant  is  without  right,  and  that  the  principal  is  expressly  acknow- 
ledged to  have  been  paid,  and  the  interest  was  paid  in  part,  and  nova- 
ted for  the  remainder. 

It  appears  that  the  first  instalment  was  paid  on  the  5th  of  January, 
and  the  interest  was  not  to  run  until  the  first  of  February;  and  that 
on  the  former  iay  the  second  inetalmeat  was  redueed  to  39,000  dol- 
lars. 

That  the  interest  on  that  sam,  to  the  day  of  the  payneiit  of  l9fiQ0 
dollars,  is  2025  dollars;  and  the  interest  on  the  balaiice,  19^800  doi- 
Urs,from  the  latter  day  to  the  last  payment,  April  6, 1893,  two  years 
and  sixteen  da3rs,  is  4043  dollars,  making  the  aggregate  of  interest 
6068  dollars.  Of  this  sum,  4500  dollars  appears  to.  have  beea  received 
by  the  plaintiflfs  express  receipt,  and  the  balance  of  1568  dollars,  is 
more  than  covered  by  the  value  of  the  cotton. 

The  appellant  urges  that  what  is  done  in  a  contract,  rather  than 
wba^  is  said,  ought  to  give  the  character  to  every  one  of  its  parts — 
that,  akhou|^  the  parties  have  said  the  price  was  44,000  dollars,  pay- 
•Me,  4000  dollars  on  the  31  st  of  March  1820,  and  40,000  doRars  on 
the  9Ch  of  November  18£9,  with  interest  at  ten  per  cent  payable 
yearly  on  the  lit  of  March,  the  vetrdor  stipulated  for,  and  the  vendee 
4K^reed  to,  a  priee  of  aboot  80,000  dollars,  payable  4000  doRars  in 
March  1820;  4000  dollars  on  the  1st  of  March,  in  every  year,  nntfl 
I8d9;  and  40,000  dollars  on  the  6th  of  November  1829. 

It  is  urged  that  this  was  the  intention  of  the  parties,  because  it  ap- 
peare  tfieir  calculation  was  made  accordingly — and  the  interest  has 
been  oalccriated  on  the  4000  dollars  called  yearly  interest,  because  the 
forties,  by  the  agreement  that  the  4000  dollars  should  be  demanda- 
Me  independently  from  the  principal,  have  made  thts  interest  princi- 
pal, as  it  became  due. 

This  ttode  o(  reasoning  is  certainly  morally  correct,  and  perhaps 
legally  so,  between  the  parties  to  the  contract,  who  ought  to  comply 
with  its  stipulations  in  the  manner  in  which  they  were  conscious  they 
iHFere  understood.  Bart  when  the  contract  is  to  be  enforced  against  a 
Yliivd  party,  he  may  refuse  to  be  bound  by  the  acts  of  his  vendor,  be^ 
yond  the  terms  consigned  in  the  deed — and  insist  that  they  should 
veeevre  a  coostmetbn  accordmg  to  their  legal  import,  unaffected  by 
MiyjBMrraGgemeBt  of  Ms  vendonr  after  -fhe  sale. 

The  mortgagor  «<*!  the  'slave  to  the  person  fhrough  wfiom  the 
^efendacnt  mediately  <ilahns,'on  the  9th  of  December  1819,  one  month 
after  she  vms  mortgaged  to  the  plaintifE.  At  that  time  no  part  of  ±e 
capital  or  interest  was  payable.  If  three  years  afterwards,  the  xxmrU 
WB^j  on  setting  with  the  mortgs^e  acted  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
mmish  erklence  that  he  considered  himself  bound  to  pay  interest  on 
JBfterest,  or  on  what  lie  liad  called  interest,  and  what  we  are  bound  to 
consider  as^nch,  this  circumstance  can  not  prevent  the  liberation  of 
iChe -defendant,  as  soon  as  the  mortgagee  appears  to  Inve  received 
what  was  legally  his  claim  under  the  mortgage. 

Tke  vwDflee  of  hnd  and  negroes,  neglecting  to  pay  the  price  on  the 
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day  stipulated,  is  liable  to  pay  interest,  although  the  contract  be  silent 
on  this  head;  but  no  interest  is  due  for  a  delay  in  paying  that  interest. 
His  specific  agreement  may  bind  him  to  more  than  legal  interest,  as 
to  a  payment  of  interest  independent  of  the  principal;  but  it  never 
can  render  that  interest,  an  independent  part  of  the  price  demandable 
as  such,  even  if  the  vendor,  not  choosing  to  availhimseif  of  the  delay, 
effects  the  payment  before. 

In  the  present  case,  there  ean  not  be  any  doubt  that  the  plaintiff's 
receipt  for  44,000  dollars,  would  have  prevented  the  demand  of  any 
part  of  the  yearly  payment  of  4000  dollars,  for  interest  accruing  after 
the  payment 

We  think  the  defendant  has  clearly  shown  that  the  whole  price  and 
interest,  according  to  the  legal  construction  of  the  deed  of  sale,  has 
been  paid  or  novated,  and  that  therefore  the  mortgaged  slave  is  libe- 
rated from  any  claim  of  the  plaintiff. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Oaklty  and  Rost^  for  the  plaintiff 

Scott  J  for  the  defendant 


Cohen  v.  Havard.     V,  N.  S.  212. 

SIXTH  District 

Notice  to  take  depositions  may  be  left  at  the  domicil  and  this 
M^ces  as  if  served  personally. 
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BaiUk>  a  al.  9.  Wilson  el  «/.    Y,  N.  &.  31 4. 

The  aourt  of  probates  my  decide  00  the  f&lidily  of  a  Mds  of  ltii<  whea  the  qyMtioft 
ariiet  collaterally  in  the  ezaminatioD  of  other  matters  of  which  it  baajqrisdintioR. 

Wlien  the  appeal  does  not  stay  execution,  the  reversal  of  a  Jodjrnient  in  the  appeOala 
coort,  does  not  avoid  the  sale  made  onder  an  execution  issuinf  from  the  inferior  ooort 
in  virtue  of  the  judgment 

Bdt  if  the  judgment  of  the  inferior  court  was  for  the  delivery  of  a  specific  thing,  and  this 
object  was  deAveKd  in  consequence  of  the  party  not  being  able  to  give  security  on 
the  appeal,  the  reversal  of  the  judgnlent  would  enable  the  appellant  to  get  back  the 
pffipeity  detained  in  satisfactioti  of  it. 

SIXTH  District 

PoaTER,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

This  action  commenced  in  the  court  of  probates,  and  on  judgment 
bein^  rendered  there  against  the  defendants,  they  appealed  to  the 
district  court,  where  that  of  the  probate  court  was  reversed.  From 
this  judgment  the  plaintiffs  have  appealed. 

The  petitioners  state,  that  in  the  year  1S18  they  sold  and  conveyed 
to  one  James  H.  Gordon,  two  tracts  of  land  for  the  sum  of  16,000 
dollars,  with  interest  on  the  different  instalments  at  the  rate  of  ten 
per  cent  per  annum;  that  after  executing  the  said  act  of  sale,  the  said 
Gordon  departed  this  life,  leaving  the  said  sum  unpaid;  that  his 
widow,  Maria  C.  Gordon,  natural  tutrix  of  the  minor  children  and 
heirs  of  her  husband,  has  taken  possession  of  the  estate,  and  is  liable 
ibr  the  jpayment  of  the  debts  due  the  petitioners.  That  since  the 
death  of  James  H.  Gordon,  the  petitioners  have  proceeded  against 
the  said  Maria,  and  her  husband,  Wm.  Wilson,  with  whom,  since 
the  death  of  James  H.  Gordon,  she  has  intermarried,  have  obtained 
judgments  and  issued  executions  against  them,  and  under  the  sales 
made  in  pursuance  thereof  have  purchased  the  lands  and  hold  them. 
That  since  the  lands  were  sold,  the  defendants  took  an  appeal  and  had 
these  judgments  reversed:  that  the  lands  still  belong  to  the  petitioners, 
but  that  there  is  a  large  balance  yet  due  to  them,  and  that  the  suGce»* 
sion  is  solvent  and  able  to  pay  them.  That  the  funds  are  in  the 
hands  of  the  defendants,  who  are  liable  for  the  payment,  and  that 
though  a  long  period  has  elapsed  since  die  death  of  James  H.  Gordon, 
the  said  Maria,  as  tutrix  to  her  minor  children,  who  accepted  the 
succession  with  the  benefit  of  an  inventory,  has  failed  to  render  an 
account  of  her  administration.  The  petition  concludes  by  a  prayer 
that  the  defendants  may  be  cited  and  compelled  to  render  a  full  and 
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complete  account  of  the  administration  of  the  said  estate,  and  tbait 
they  may  be  condemned  to  pay  the  amount  due  the  petitioners,  with 
iaterest  and  costs;  and  further,  that  the  validity  of  the  sales  made  to 
them  may  be  inquired  into. 

The  defendants  severed  in  their  answers.  Wm.  Wilson  pleaded 
the  general  issue,  and  ^nied  the  jfurisdiction  of  the  court. 

His  co-defendant  also  pleaded  the  general  issue.  She  av^erred  that 
she  had  renounced  the  community  with  her  late  husband;  that,  aa 
tutrix  to  her  children,  she  had  administered  on  the  >e8late;  that  she 
had  -caused  a  large  part  of  the  property  to  be  sold  at  probate  sale; 
&at  the  lands  which  had  been  mortgaged  to  the  {^^esent  plaintiffs 
were  offered  for  sale  without  success;  that  die  was  proceeding  ta 
cause  other  and  fimher  appraisements  to  enable  her  to  pay  the  plain^ 
tifis,but  that  they,  not  satisfied  with  these  proceedings,  instituted  suit 
in  the  district  court  against  the  defendant  and  obtained  judgments^ 
which  have  been  since  reversed  and  annulled.  That  under  these 
judgments  the  lands  have  been  taken  out  of  the  possession  of  the 
defendant^  as  she  was  unable  t0  giv^e  bond  to  stay  the  axeoutioB. 
That  she  has  taken  all  legal  means  lo  procure  reatitution  to  the  joMUsa 
of  the  estate  of  the  lands  sold  as  aforesaic^  so  that  she  may  jproceeil 
to  a  final  administration.  That  she  does  not  believe  tb^e  will  be 
property  sufficient  to  ,pay  the  debt  due  bytthe  estate,  but  that  ahe 
can  not  ascertain  how  nouch  the  deficit  will  be  until  the  lands  pur- 
chased by  the  plaintiffs  shall  be  sold.  That  she  has  made  OEoany 
payments  to  creditors.  That  i^  has  been  always  willing  to  reaoder 
an  aceount,  and  still  is  so.  That  she  hath  done  no  act  to  render  hear 
liable  in  her  private  capacity,andthatif  she  has,  the  oouit  el'probatee 
has  no  Jurisdiction  of  the  demand,  nor  has  it  any  to  examine  the 
validity  of  the  sale  of  the  lands;  and  finally,  that  no  judgment  can  be 
given  against  her  for  aspeoific  sum  until  the  whole  of  ihe  ^tale  ahall 
be.8old. 

The  -first  questbnslo  be  examined  arise  out  of  the  pleas  presented 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,^and  we  think  the  defence  well  offered 
to  that  part  of  the  petition  which  alleges  the  personal  jresponaibility 
of  the  defendant,  by  reason  of  her  maladministration.  Such  action 
diould  be  commenced  in  the  district  court. 

But  we  do  not  think  »the  court  of  probates  is  without  jurisdiction 
to  .examine  into  the  validity  of  the  sales  made  under  the  judgmeiU  of 
another  tribunal,  it  is  true  it  wants  the  power  to  decide  directly  on 
titles  to  land;  but  where  the  question  arises  collaterally,  and  an  ex- 
amination of  it  becomes  necessary  in  order  to  enable  the  couft  to 
arrive. at  a  correct  condmonyon  matters  of  which  it  has  jurjsdictioii, 
as  in  the  case  before  us,  where  the  object  is  to  ascertain  how  .much 
is  due  by  the  estate,  then  the  court,  of  necessity,  roust  examine  whether 
the  sales. made  entitle  tiie  defendants  to  a  credit 

Thedefeaidantis  equallyill  founded  in  her  olyection,  that  no  judg- 
ment can  be  rendered  against  <her  for  a  specific  «um,  until  the  whoie 
of  the  estate  shall  have  been  «o(d.    A  credito!^,  whose  debt  is  disputed 
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by  an  administrator  of  an  estate,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  has  a 
right  to  demand  that  it  shall  be  liquidated  and  ascertained  by  a  judg- 
ment, although  after  that  judgment  be  rendered  he  may  not  be 
authorised  to  issue  execution  on  it  A  contrary  rule  would  delay 
the  creditor,  unnecessarily,  by  compelling  him  to  liquidate  his  claim 
after  ftinds  had  come  into  the  hands  of  his  administrator  to  pay  him. 
He  may  do  it  before,  and  have  his  debt  established,  so  that  when 
money  is  received  by  the  representatives  of  his  debtor,  they  must  pay 
him  without  further  delay. 

The  district  court  gave  judgment  against  the  defendant,  as  tutrix  of 
the  minor  children  of  James  H.  Gordon,  for  8666  dollars  and  66{ 
cents,  and  directed  the  mortgaged  premises  to  be  sold  by  the  pro- 
bate court,  for  cash,  that  the  proceeds  should  be  first  paplied  to  the 
payment  of  the  plaintffs'  demand,  and  that  if  any  balance  should  re- 
main due,  that  they  be  paid  in  common  with  the  other  chirographary 
creditors. 

Though  this  judgment  does  not  expressly  pass  on  the  validity  of 
the  sales  made  under  the  judgments  obtained  in  the  district  court,  it 
impliedly  considers  them  void  and  of  no  eflect,  and  the  correctness  of 
this  opinion  is  the  principal  question  which  the  cause  presents,  and 
that  which  has  been  most  discussed  at  the  bar. 

It  is  one  of  considerable  importance,  but  not  of  much  difficulty. 
The  acts  of  the  legislature  provide  that  on  all  jud^ents  rendered  by 
the  courts  of  juctice  of  this  state,  executions  may  issue  after  a  certain 
number  of  days,  unless  these  judgments  shall  be  stayed  in  their  exe- 
cution by  an  appeal.  And  they  further  provide,  that  no  appeal  shall 
stay  execution  unless  the  party  cast,  shall  give  bond,  with  good  and 
sufficient  security,  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  double  the  value  in  dispute. 
1  Mart.  Dig.  438. 

These  acts  also  provide  for  the  manner  in  which  executions  shall 
issue — their  form  and  effects:  and  one  of  these  effects  is  expressly 
stated  to  be  *^  that  a  sale  under  them  shall  vest  in  the  purchaser  all  the 
right,  title  and  interest  which  the  defendant  had  in  the  thmg  sold." 
They  make  no  distinction  between  executions,  on  judgments  final,  in 
a  court  of  the  last  resort,  and  those  emanating  from  a  tribunal  whose 
decrees  are  subject  to  revision  and  reversal;  all  are  declared  to  vest 
the  title  of  the  defendant,  absolutely,  without  condition  of  any  kind. 
It  is  clear  then  that  we  have  not  the  authority  to  say,  that  on  any 
subsequent  event  that  title  shall  be  divested.    2  Mart.  Dig.  172. 

The  letter  of  the  law  being  therefore  directly  opposed  to  the  con- 
struction contended  for  by  the  appellees,  it  might  be  sufficient  to  leave 
the  question  on  that  ground  alone,  but  as  the  contrary  doctrine  has 
been  strenuously  contended  for,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  consider  the 
subject  in  other  points  of  view. 

The  legislature,  in  acting  on  this  matter,  had,  as  they  have  in  most 
others,  but  a  choice  of  inconveniences.  On  the  one  hand  there  was 
that  of  permitting  debtors  to  waste  their  property,  or  put  it  out  of  the 
reach  of  their  creditors,  during  the  period  that  might  elapse  between 
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giving  juc^ment  in  the  court  of  the  first  instance,  and  that  of  the  ap- 
pellate tribunal:  on  the  other,  that  of  exposing  the  defendant  to  the 
hardship  of  having  his  property  sold  at,  perhaps,  less  than  its  real 
value  to  satisfy  a  judgment  which  might  be  reversed.  They  chose 
the  former  as  the  least  evil  of  the  two,  and  we  think  wisely.  The  pre- 
sumption is  against  the  debtor  and  in  favor  of  the  judgment  rendered 
against  him,  and  he  should  not  be  permitted  to  delay  its  execution 
unless  he  can  place  the  person,  in  whose  favor  it  has  been  rendered, 
in  as  good  a  situation  as  he  would  have  been,  had  the  appeal  not  been 
taken. 

If  we  suppose  these  to  have  been  the  motives  why  these  laws  were 
passed,  and  we  can  imagine  no  other,  the  principles  contended  for  by 
the  appellee  would  defeat  the  object  contemplated  by  the  law  maker. 
No  one  would  purchase  at  a  sheriff's  sale,  on  the  risk  of  having  the 
property  taken  out  of  his  hands,  with  an  uncertain  recourse  on  the 
creditor  for  the  purchase  money,  who  might  be  a  non-resident,  or 
have  become  an  insolvent  in  the  interval  between  judgment  below 
and  above;  or  if  he  did,  he  would  do  it  at  such  a  hazsird  as  would 
make  the  contract  in  effect  more  resemble  an  aleatory  one  than  any 
thing  else,  and  consequently  the  goods  of  the  debtor  would  be  always 
sold  at  a  sacrifice,  for  the  purchaser  would  seek  indemnification  for 
the  danger  to  which  he  was  exposed,  in  the  profit  which  he  might 
hope  to  make.  Execution  is  quaintly,  but  truly,  called  the  life  of  the 
law.  The  doctrine  on  which  these  sales  are  sought  to  be  avoided, 
would  make  it  any  thing  else,  or  if,  in  some  cases,  it  would  have  that 
effect,  it  would  be  with  great  injury  and  loss  to  the  defendant. 

It  was  ui^ed  from  the  bar,  that  as  the  only  authority  for  the  execu- 
tion was  the  judgment  of  the  court,  the  reversal  of  that  judgment 
necessarily  rendered  every  thing  which  had  been  done  under  it,  void. 
But  the  position  we  consider  to  be  quite  untenable.  The  destruction 
of  a  power  does  not  carry  with  it  the  destruction  of  the  effects  which 
that  power,  when  in  force,  may  have  produced.  This  might  be  illus- 
trated in  a  variety  of  ways,  and  by  examples  drawn  from  every 
science.  But  we  will  take  one  from  that  which  we  are  most  in  the 
habit  of  studying  and  best  acquainted  with.  If  an  agent  should  sell 
a  tract  of  land  under  a  power  of  attorney,  a  subsequent  revocation  of 
that  power  would  surely  not  annul  the  sale  that  was  made  under  it. 

Again,  if  the  legislature  had  contemplated  that  any  such  conse- 
quence was  to  result  from  the  reversal  of  the  judgment  we  must  pre- 
sume they  would  not  have  neglected  to  make  particular  provisions  in 
relation  to  it,  in  order  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  different  cases.  For 
even  on  the  principles  contended  for  by  the  appellees,  it  is  not  every 
reversal  which  should  produce  a  rescission  of  the  sale.  The  judgment 
may  be  only  avoided  in  part,  and  confirmed  for  an  amount  greater 
than  that  made  on  the  execution;  it  may  be  remanded,  for  some 
mistake  in  conducting  the  proceedings  below,  and  ultimately  con- 
firmed to  the  whole  extent  of  the  first  judgment.  Cases,  then  so 
entirely  dissimilar  from  those  where  the  decree  of  the  court  of  the 
Vol.  III.- 
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first  instance  is  reversed  in  foiOj  would,  we  believe,  have  received,  as 
they  certainly  required,  different  regulations,  if  it  had  been  intended 
that  a  reveisal  of  the  judgment  of  the  inferior  court  should  annul  the 
sale  by  the  sheri3*made  under  it. 

There  is  still  another  consideration.  It  is  now  upwards  of  twenty 
years  since  these  si  ai  uies  ha  re  been  passed.  So  far  as  our  experience 
has  extended,  this  is  the  tirst  time  that  an  attempt  has  been  made  to 
set  aside  soles  made  under  judgments  which  were  afterwards  reversed; 
and  yet  the  cases  mu^t  have  been  numerous,  where  there  were  strong 
motives  to  do  so.  This  long  acquiescence  under  the  construction 
which  we  now  adopt,  is  a  powerful  argument  to  show  its  correctness. 
It  proves  how  these  laws  have  been  understood  by  the  profession. 

Leaving  the  question  for  a  moment  on  that  ground,  let  us  now 
see  what  is  done  in  other  countries.  The  form  of  our  writ  of  execu- 
tion, as  it  is  well  known,  comes  from  the  common  law.  It  is  a  well 
settled  principle  in  that  system,  that  on  the  reversal  of  the  judgment 
of  the  inferior  court,  the  plaintiffin  error  is  only  restored  to  the  money 
made  under  the  ^eri  facias^  not  to  the  thing  sold.  2  Tidd's  Praa 
1129;  8  Bac.  Ab.  506  (Am.  ed.);  8  Co.  19  Cro.  Jac.  246. 

If,  indeed,  the  property  is  only  extended  on  an  elegiiy  the  defen- 
dant in  execution  gets  it  back,  because  there  has  been  no  alienation 
under  the  writ.  And  so  it  would  be  here  if  the  judgment  of  the  court 
below  was  for  the  delivery  of  a  specific  object,  and  that  judgment 
should  on  appeal  be  annulled.    2  Bac.  Ab.  507. 

The  Spanish  law  can  afford  us  no  guide  for  settling  this  question. 
In  that  country  the  adjudication  of  property  under  execution,  was  a 
judicial  act,  to  whi^h  act,  purchaser,  plaintiff  and  defendant  were 
parties;  from  the  judgment  rendered  thereon,  the  defendant  might 
aj^al,  and  the  reversal  of  the  sentence  of  adjudication  left  the  buyer, 
of  course,  without  title.  The  creditor  was  obliged  in  all  cases  by 
virtue  of  the  law  Toledanoj  to  give  secunty  for  the  return  of  the 
properly,  in  ease  the  sentence  of  remale  should  be  reversed.  Cur. 
PhiLp,  2yjuicio  execu/ivOyVerbo  CUacion;  Ibid.  Senfenciaj  sect,  20 j 
no.  1  and  2;  Ibid.  Remaie  no.  1;  Febrero,  p.  2,  iib.  3,  cap.  2,  sect 
Jin.  no.  386,  387. 

We  are,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  the  amount  received  on  these 
executions  must.be  cretliied  to  the  defendants,  and  the  debt  due  to 
the  plaintiffs  being  fully  eslabli^hed,  that  they  must  have  judgment 
for  the  balance  due. 

The  district  court,  in  giving  judgment,  left  out  of  view  the  sum  of 
4333  dollar's,  and  33  cents,  on  which  the  plaintiffs  had  obtained  judg- 
ment in  the  district  court,  on  the  ground  that  as  the  amount  was 
settled  by  a  decree  of  that  tribunal,  it  formed  a  distinct  and  separate 
<3laim,  which  ought  to  be  presented  to  the  court  of  probates  as  such. 

But  in  this  it  erred.  Tlie  object  of  his  suit  is  to  ascertain  what 
sum  is  due  to  the  plaintiffs  on  the  whole  transaction,  so  that  the 
tutrix  may  pay  them  their  proportion  with  the  other  creditors.  All 
the  claims  then  should  be  embraced. 
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The  plaintiffs  show  that  at  the  death  of  James  H.  Gordon,  there 
was  due  to  them  13,000  dollars,  wilh  ten  per  cent,  interest.  On 
that  sum  there  has  been  made  by  execution,  issuing  on  the  judg- 
ments obtained  on  the  last  instalments,  7160  dollars;  the  plaintiffs 
then  are  entitled  to  judgment  for  5S40  dollars,  with  interest,  to  be 
calculated  by  ascertaining  the  interest  from  the  lirae  the  obligations 
became  due  until  the  day  of  partial  payment,  adding  the  interest  to 
the  principal,  and  deducling  the  payment.     I  N.  S.  573;  3  Ibid.  487. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  it  is 
further  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  plaintiffs  do  recover 
of  the  defendant  Maria  C.  Wilson,  tutrix,  the  sum  of  5840  dollars, 
with  interest  as  aforesaid,  to  be  paid  by  the  said  Maria  C.  Wilson, 
out  of  the  estate  of  James  H.  Gordon,  in  her  hands  to  be  administered 
as  tutrix  to  his  minor  heirs.  And  it  is  further  ordered,  adjudged  and 
decreed,  that  no  execution  shall  issue  on  the  judgment,  until  the  said 
Maria  C.  Wilson  shall  have  failed  to  render  her  account,  according 
to  law,  in  the  court  of  probates;  and  to  pay  over  to  the  plaintiffs 
such  portion  as  may  be  one  to  them  as  chirographary  creditors. 

TTiomas  and  Baldwin,  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Bosi  and  Wilson^  for  the  defendants. 


Baillio  V.  Baillio.     V,  N.  S.  228. 

When  the  will  does  oot  give  seisia  to  the  exeoutorg,  they  are  all  entitled  to  commiBBioii 
only  on  the  sum  which  came  into  their  hands  to  pay  debts  and  legacies. 

A  donation  of  community  property,  by  the  husband  to  one  of  the  children,  roust  be  col- 
lated one  half  to  the  father's  estate  and  one  half  to  the  mother's. 

COURT  of  Probates  of  the  Parish  of  Rapides. 

Mathews,  J.,  deHvei-ed  the  opinion  of  the  court 

This  is  an  appeal  from  a  judgment  of  the  court  below,  by  which 
the  property  of  the  communiiy  of  the  widow  and  her  late  husband  is 
divided,  and  a  partition  ordered,  of  the  succession  of  the  latter,  among 
his  heirs.  The  appeal  is  taken  and  prosecuted  by  one  of  the  heirs 
only,  whose  husband  acted  as  testamentary  executor  of  the  deceased. 

The  case  offers  two  questions  for  solution.    The  first  relates  to  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


520  SUPREME  COURT. 

[Btillio  9.  BdlUo.] 

commission  or  per  centage  allowed  by  law  to  executors.  The  second 
arises  out  of  the  manner  in  which  the  judge  a  quo  directed  the  col- 
lection of  certain  advances  which  had  been  made  to  some  of  the  heirs 
and  descendants,  by  their  father,  before  his  death. 

As  to  the  first  of  these  questions,  we  are  clearlv  of  opinion  that  the 
decision  of  the  court  below  was  correct  The  will  did  not  give  seisin 
of  the  succession  to  the  executors  of  the  deceased,  and  consequently 
they  are  entitled  to  a  commission  on  that  part  of  the  estate  alone 
which  fell  into  their  hands  for  the  purpose  of  paying  debts  and 
legacies,  which  has  been  allowed  to  them.  See  Old  Civil  Code,  p. 
248  and  172. 

The  circumstance  of  the  community  of  property  which  existed 
between  the  widow  and  heirs  of  the  deceased  at  the  time  of  his  death* 
renders  the  second  question  somewhat  difficult  to  solve. 

In  the  present  case,  advances  were  made  by  donations  from  the 
fisither  to  some  of  his  children,  out  of  the  property  of  the  community, 
or  common  stock  of  acquests  and  gains  belonging  to  him  and  their 
mother,  who  is  still  living.  In  bringing  back  these  donations,  a 
question  arises,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  they  ought  to  be  collated 

The  law  requires  property  given  in  advances  to  heirs,  to  be  collated 
to  the  succession  of  the  donor;  and  as  the  husband  is  master  of  the 
community  of  acquests  subsisting  between  him  and  his  wife  during 
his  lifetime,  and  may  sell,  or  in  any  other  manner  dispose  of  the 
effects  belonging  to  such  community,  it  would  seem  that  a  gift  made 
by  him  to  one  of  his  children,  which  should,  after  his  death,  hs  subject 
to  collation,  ought  to  be  returned  in  toto  to  his  succession.  But, 
according  to  the  most  celebrated  commentator  on  the  French  Code, 
which  is  very  similar  in  its  provisions  to  our  own,  on  the  subjects  of 
community  of  goods  between  husband  and  wife,  succession,  and 
collation,  a  contrary  doctrine  is  maintained ;  which  requires  that,  when 
the  donation  is  of  common  property,  collation  takes  place  by  moiety, 
although  the  husband  should  have  been  sole  agent  in  the  gift  or 
advance  tp  the  children;  and  this  appears  to  us  to  be  equitable.  See 
4  ToullieTy  p.  460,  no.  464.  Collation,  however,  cannot  be  required, 
until  the  opening  of  the  succession  to  which  it  belongs.  Admitting 
that  the  advances  made  by  P.  Baillio  to  his  heirs,  must  be  collated 
by  halves,  one  moiety  to  be  returned  to  his  succession,  and  the  other 
to  that  of  his  wife,  the  latter  return  cannot  take  place  until  her  suc- 
cession be  opened;  this  part  of  the  donation  must  remain  undisturbed 
in  the  possession  of  the  donees  until  that  event  happens.  The  judge 
of  probates  erred  in  collating  the  advances  made  to  P.  Baillio,  as  to 
the  whole  mass  of  the  community,  and  giving  to  the  widow  one  half 
of  the  aggregate  thus  formed.  The  common  property,  as  it  was  at 
the  time  of  the  death  of  one  of  the  partners,  should  have  been  divided 
between  the  survivor  and  the  heirs  of  the  former;  and  to  the  half 
thus  allotted  to  said  heirs,  should  be  added  one  half  of  the  advances 
made  to  them,  as  subject  to  collation  in  the  succession  of  their  father; 
as  the  other  half  cannot  legally  be  disturbed  imtil  the  opening  of  the 
succession  of  the  mother,  it  should  not  have  been  acted  on. 
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It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  court  be^ow  be  avoided,  reversed  and  anouiled:  and  it  is  fur- 
ther ordered  and  decreed  Ihat  the  cause  be  remanded  to  the  court  of 
probates,  wiih  directions  lo  the  judge  of  said  court  to  proceed  to  a 
partition  of  the  estate  belonging  to  the  widow  and  heirs  of  the  de- 
ceased, agreeably  to  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  above  opinion. 
And  it  is  further  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  appellees 
pay  the  costs  of  this  appeal. 

Johnson  and  Baldwin,  for  the  plaintiff. 

Thomas,  for  the  defendants. 


Bayoujon's  Heirs  v.  Criswell.     V,  N.  S.  232. 

SIXTH  District. 

By  our  law  after  the  lessee  has  disclaimed  title,  and  called  in  his 
lessors,  nothing  can  be  tried  between  him  and  the  plaintiff  but  the 
possessory  right.  Parlida  3,  tit.  2,  law  29;  Civil  Code,  375,  art.  25; 
Kling  V.  Fisk,  4  N.  S.  395. 

The  absence  of  an  attorney  cannot  be  considered  as  a  good  ground 
for  a  continuance,  unless  it  appears  he  was  prevented  from  attending 
court  by  some  eyent  beyond  his  control. 

In  this  case  Portes,  J.,  said: 

When  the  jury  were  about  to  be  empannelled,  the  deferidant  ob- 
jected to  the  tickets,  containing  the  names  of  the  jury,  being  drawn 
out  of  the  box  before  it  was  ascertained  that  there  were  twenty  in 
attendance.  We  think  this  objection  well  taken,  and  that  the  judge 
erred  in  overruling  it.  The  Code  of  Practice  requires  that  before  a 
cause  is  tried  by  a  jury  the  original  venire  should  be  called  over,  and 
if  twenty  of  them  be  present,  that  then  the  clerk  shall  proceed  to 
draw  twelve  ont  of  the  box  to  decide  the  case.  According  to  a!  state- 
ment in  the  bill  of  exceptions,  there  were  only  five  in  attendance. 
This  was  not  enough;  that  fact  should  have  been  ascertained  before 
the  drawing  commenced,  and  the  number  of  twenty  should  then  have 
been  made  up  by  talesmen,  and  the  whole  of  their  names  be  put  in 
the  box  before  the  drawing  commenced.  The  provisions  in  the  Code 
of  Practice  are  not  clear,  but  this  is  the  way  we  understand  them. 
Code  of  Practice,  496, 497,  513. 

44* 
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Wright  V.  Harman  et  al.    V,  N.  S.  235. 

8heriflSi  omnnoi  demand  the  feet  girtn  by  law  for  keeping  slaTes,  oDless  they  are  detained 

in  actual  custody. 
But  Uiey  may  recofer  oo  a  ^ttciifiifli  wuruU  for  the  moneya  actually  ezpeoded  l>y  them. 

SIXTH  District. 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

In  this  case  the  plaintiff  claims  remuneration  from  the  defendants, 
as  owners  of  certam  slaves,  for  expenses  incurred  by  him  in  feeding 
and  clothing  said  slaves,  whilst  under  his  care  and  keeping,  by  virtue 
of  an  order  of  the  parish  judge.  He  obtained  judgment  in  the  court 
below  for  the  full  amount  of  his  demand,  from  which  the  defendants 
appealed 

Payment  is  resisted  by  the  appellants  on  two  grounds:  1.  That 
the  expenses  thus  incurred  arose  out  of  a  criminal  prosecution,  which 
they  are  not  legally  bound  to  pay:  2.  If  they  are  liable,  in  any  man- 
ner, to  pay  the  sums  claimed  by  the  appellees,  this  liability  extends 
only  to  money  by  him  actually  laid  out  and  expended  for  their  use 
ana  benefit 

The  facts  of  the  case  show  that  these  slaves  were  placed  in  the 
possession  of  the  plaintiff,  as  sheriff  of  the  parish  of  Rapides,  by  an 
order  of  the  judge,  made  in  relation  to  a  criminal  prosecution,  about 
to  be  carried  on  against  one  of  the  defendants;  that  they  were  never 
committed  to  jail,  but  submitted  to  the  keeping  of  a  citizen  of  (be 
parish,  who  made  no  charge  for  the  food  with  which  he  supplied 
them;  and  that  the  appellee  did  pay  for  clothing  said  slaves  59  dollars, 
which  was  absolutely  necessary. 

This  sum  is  not  objected  to  by  the  appellants,  and,  as  we  are  of 
opinion  that  the  appellee  cannot  recover  more  from  them  on  a  quan* 
turn  meruit^  it  is  thought  to  be  unnecessary  to  decide  on  the  first 
ground  of  opposition  assumed  in  the  defence.  It  has  been  already 
settled,  by  two  decisions  of  this  court,  that  sheriffs  or  jailors  are  not 
entitled  to  recover  fees  from  the  owners  of  runaway  slaves  for  keeping 
them,  unless  they  have  been  confined  in  jail,  or  their  keepers  have 
actually  incurred  expenses  in  their  detention.  The  same  principles 
which  governed  in  the  decision  of  those  cases  are  applicable  to  the 
present.  In  the  case  of  Morgan  v.  Mitchell,  3  N.  S.  577,  and  Mon- 
tegut  V.  Dauphin,  1  N.  S,  258. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  avoided,  reversed  and  annulled;  ana  it  is  fur- 
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ther  ordered  and  adjudged,  that  the  plaintiff  and  appellee  do  recover 
from  the  defendants  and  appellees  the  sum  of  59  dollars,  with  costs 
in  the  court  below,  and  that  he  pay  the  costs  of  this  appeal. 

Baldwin  and  fVilson,  for  the  plaintiff. 

Thomasj  for  the  defendants. 


Glaze  V.  Russell.     V,  N.  S.  237. 

SIXTH  District. 

The  law  has  not  left  the  party  a  judge  of  the  amount  of  the  bond, 
even  on  a  devolutive  appeal,  but  it  requires  him  to  give  bond  and 
surety  'Mo  such  an  amount  as  the  court  may  determine,  as  sufficient 
to  secure  the  payment  of  the  costs.''    Code  of  Practice,  578.    , 


Cunejr  v.  Archinard.     V,  N.  S.  238. 

Wbeb,  in  the  sale  of  a  tract  of  land  tliere  is  error  as  to  the  quantity  contained  within 
certain  limitfif  bat  none  as  to  the  limits,  the  vendor  cannot  claim  any  land  lying  wiUrin 
these  limits.    The  doctrine  of  sale  per  averBumem  explained  . 

SIXTH  District. 

PoHTSR,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court* 

The  ancestors  of  the  present  plaintiff  and  defendant  Were  heirs  of 
Cesar  Archinard.  Among  other  property  owned  by  him,  was  a  tract 
of  land  lying  in  the  parish  of  Rapides,  on  which  he  had  opened  a 
plantation  and  resided.  This  plantation,  after  various  sales  made  in 
order  to  effectuate  a  partition,  for  the  succession  appears  to  have 
been  a  subject  of  great  litigation  among  the  heirs,  was  jointly  pur- 
diased  by  the  inmiediate  ancestor  of  tlie  defendant  under  a  descrip- 
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tion  which  stated  it  to  consist  of  950  arpents.  A  survey  having  been 
lately  made  of  the  land  included  within  the  patent,  it  was  found  to 
embrace  the  quantity  of  1854  arpents;  and  the  plaintiffs  have  brought 
this  action,  alleging  that  the  surplus  quantity  above  950,  has  never 
been  sold,  and  that  they  are  entitled  to  the  one  half  of  it. 

The  inventory  and  different  sales  have  been  introduced,  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  what  was  the  understanding  of  the  parties  in 
relation  to  the  true  extent  of  the  land  in  question. 

The  inventory  made  in  the  year  1809,states  it  to  be  a  tract  of  land, 
of  950  arpents,  lying  on  the  bayou  Rapides,  being  the  residence  of 
the  deceased,  consisting  of  a  plantation  under  fence,  a  dwelling  house 
and  out-houses,  a  cotton  gin,  press  and  grist  mill,  inclusive,  and  various 
improvments. 

At  the  sale  made  by  the  parish  judge,  the  ancestor  of  the  plainti& 
became  the  purchaser,  under  a  description  as  follows — ^'^A  tract  of 
land,  of  nine  hundred  and  fifty  arpents,  on  the  bayou  Rapides,  being 
the  residence  or  home  plantation  of  the  deceased  Cesar  Arcliinard 
and  Eliza  P.  Archinard." 

For  some  reasons,  which  do  not  appear  in  evidence,  and  which 
could  not  be  of  any  importance  in  deciding  on  the  rights  of  the  parties 
now  before  us,  the  property  belonging  to  the  succession  was  again 
put  up  at  auction,  and  at  this  sale  the  ancestor  of  the  defendants 
became  the  purchaser,  the  land  being  described  as  follows — ^950 
arpents  of  land  on  the  bayou  Rapides,  the  tract  whereon  R.  E.  Cuney 
now  lives,  agreeably  to  the  title  papers.*' 

This  sale  was  made  by  the  sheriff,  and  in  the  deed  of  conveyance 
given  by  him  to  the  purchaser,  the  same  description  b  given  as  that 
just  mentioned. 

The  title  of  the  land  consists  in  a  complete  grant  from  the  Spanish 
government,  and  it  gives  the  following  limits  to  the  land  couched  to 
the  ancestor  of  the  parties. 

^^  Lindando  de  iin  lado  ron  ti err a9  perl enecientes  a  Mr,  Dtiparc, 
y  del  olro  a  las  de  Don  Ricardo  Edmond  Cunej/y  como  lo  demu- 
estro  prolixamenle  el  piano  Jiguralivo  que  anlecede.*^ 

**  Bounded  on  one  side  by  lands  belonging  to  Mr.  Duparc,  and  on 
the  other  by  those  of  Mr.  Richard  Edmund  Cuney,  as  is  more  fully 
shown  by  the  antecedent  plan  of  surety.'* 

This  plat  represents  the  land  With  the  limits  there  given,  and  is 
stated  to  contain  950  arpents. 

The  real  question  in  this  cause,  lies  within  a  very  narrow  compass. 
It  is,  whether  the  sale  was  what  is  called  in  our  law  per  aversionem. 
It  is  certainly  a  correct  principle,  as  contended  for  by  the  counsel  for 
the  appellants,  that  where  a  tract  of  land  is  sold  as  containing  a  cer- 
tain quantity,  without  boundaries  being  given,  that  if  there  be  error  in 
both  parlies,  in  regard  to  the  quantity,  the  vendee  has  no  right  to  de- 
mand the  surplus.  It  would  be  inequitable  that  he  should,  for  it  did 
not  enter  into  the  contemplation  of  either  to  make  it  the  subject  of  the 
agreement    The  doctrine  in  our  law^  in  relation  to  sales  per  aver- 
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sionem,  is  not  understocNi  to  affect  this  principle;  but  on  the  contraiy, 
to  sustain  it  It  proceeds  on  the  idea  that,  where  the  object  is  sold  m 
bulk,  and  by  certain  limits,  it  must  be  understood  their  attention 
was  more  fixed  on  the  size  or  limits,  than  on  the  quantity  which  it 
was  stated  these  limits  contained.  Where  the  object  sold  is  an  island, 
or  a  field  inclosed,  the  application  of  these  principles  is  easy;  but 
where  it  is  of  great  extent,  and  the  boundaries  not  perfectly  known, 
as  was  frequently  the  case  in  the  early  settlement  of  this  state,  the 
reason  on  which  the  rule  was  established  certainly  does  not  apply 
with  the  same  force. 

But  the  case  before  us  is  not  one  which  would  justify  us  in  taking 
out  of  the  rule,  even  on  the  ground  just  stated.  The  land  is  not  of 
great  extent.  The  parties  who  were  of  full  age,  knew  well  its  limits, 
and  as  the  purchase  was  made  in  reference  to  these  limits,  the  boun- 
daries must  control  the  quantity. 

In  the  case  of  Fouche  v.  Macarty,  reference  was  not  made  to  title 
papers  in  possession  of  the  heirs,  but  to  those  which  ought  to  exist  in 
the  office  of  the  notary  public;  and  the  opinion  of  the  court  went 
expressly  on  the  ground,  that  neither  seller  or  buyer  knew  the  fact, 
that  the  plantation  had  received  an  accession  of  twenty-six  arpents  in 
depth  by  a  second  grant  from  the  Spanish  government  A  conclusion 
which  was  rendered  very  strong  in  that  case,  by  the  circumstance  of 
the  heirs  being  minors,  and  the  sale  being  conducted  by  their  tutor. 
In  the  cause  now  before  us,  the  heirs  were  of  the  age  of  majority,  and 
they  had  been  for  some  time  in  litigation  respecting  this  propertjr. 
The  ancestor  of  the  plaintiff  had  once  purchased  it,  and  had  been  m 
possession  of  it.  We  have  no  doubt,  therefore,  that  both  knew  the 
limits;  and  if  both  knew  them,  and  the  one  bought,  and  the  other 
sold,  in  reference  to  them,  they  must  control  the  enumeration  of  quan- 
tity, or  in  other  words,  although  there  might  have  been  error  as  to 
quantity,  there  was  none  as  to  boundaries,  and  the  error  of  the  former 
kind,  in  a  sale  per  aversionem^  will  not  enable  the  vendor  to  claim 
any  part  of  the  property  contained  within  these  boundaries. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Thomas,  for  the  plaintiff. 

Baldwifij  for  the  defendant 
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Gardere  et  al.  v.  Murray.     V,  N.  S.  244. 

SIXTH  District 

If  a  judge  signs  a  judgment  before  the  proper  time,  the  party  may 
still  move  for  a  new  trial,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  judgment 
was  unsigned. 

If  the  party  instead  of  doing  this,  appeals,  he  is  precluded  from 
urging  that  the  judgment  was  not  final.  See  2  Marlines  Digest ^ 
for  a  provision,  that  when  a  court  is  about  to  adjourn,  a  party  who 
has  an  interest  to  procure  a  new  trial,  ought  \o  make  bis  motion 
before  the  adjournment. 


Woods  V.  Kimball.     V,  N.  S.  246. 

If  the  owner  of  land  entitled  to  a  pre.emplion  for  lands  adjoining  it,  aell  this  rifht  to 
another,  and  aAerwarda  enter  tbe  land  subject  to  Ihe  preemption  in  bia  own  name, 
the  title  acquired  by  bin  will  enure  to  Ibe  benefit  of  the  vendee. 

SIXTH  District 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  is  a  petitory  action,  brought  to  recover  a  tract  of  land  alleged 
to  be  in  the  possession  of  the  defendant.  Judgment  was  rendered  in 
the  court  be  ow  against  tbe  plainfiflT,  from  which  she  appealed. 

The  written  evidences  of  title  in  the  appellant,  are,  a  plat  of  survey 
for  Peret  Godo,and  a  certificate  in  his  favor  from  the  land  office;  an 
act  of  sale  from  Godo  to  PerrauU,  a  sale  from  him  to  John  Wood, 
and  a  sale  from  the  Jailer  to  E.  Wood. 

The  wriiten  evidence  of  title,  offered  and  received  on  the  part  of 
the  defendant,  consisis  of  a  deed  of  sale  from  the  heirs  of  Antoine 
Godo  to  Wade  Kimbal,  a  sale  from  him  to  Murcote,  articles  of  part- 
nership entered  into  between  the  latter  and  A.  Plauche,  an  act  of 
dissolution  of  said  partnership,  a  deed  of  exchange  of  pa  rt  of  said  land 
to  Moreau,  a  sheriff's  sale  of  the  whole  tract,  as  the  property  of 
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Plauche,  to  Joseph  Eimbal,  and  sale  from  the  latter  to  Ihe  defendants* 
There  is  also  a  plat  of  the  whole  tract  belonging  to  Godo's  heirs, 
purporting  to  contain  2000  acres,  of  which  the  land  in  dispute  made 
a  part. 

There  is  a  bill  of  exceptions,  taken  to  ihe  introducliou  of  the  certi- 
ficate  of  the  register  of  the  land  office,  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff, 
which  need  not  be  noticed,  as  we  are  clearly  of  opinion,  that  the 
whole  evidence  of  the  case  clearly  shows  that  Perrette  Oodo,  under 
whom  the  plaintiff  claims  the  disputed  land,  obtained  his  title  or  claim 
from  the  United  Slates  in  virtue  of  a  pre-emption  right  which  was 
supposed  to  exi.st  in  him  at  the  time  of  obtaining  the  certificate  of  the 
register.  The  evidence  in  support  of  the  pretensions  of  the  plaintiff 
would,  perhaps,  be  sufficient  to  show  title  in  her,  and  consequently 
a  right  to  recover  in  the  present  suit,  if  no  other  title  were  shown  on 
the  part  of  the  defendant. 

In  the  first  deed  exhibited  in  his  chain  of  titles,  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to  the  back  lands  was  expressly  conveyed  to  the  vendee,  and 
with  this  privilege,  through  several  conveyances,  it  has  come  to  the 
present  proprietor  and  possessor.  Godo,  who  obtained  the  title  by 
pre-emption  from  the  United  States  was  a  party  to  the  original  act 
of  sale  under  which  the  defendant  claims,  and  by  that  act  divested 
himself  of  any  pre-emption  right  which  he  might  otherwise  have  had. 
After  such  divestment  on  his  part  and  transfer  to  his  first  vendor',  any 
title  he  may  have  subsequently  acquired,  in  virtue  of  the  right  thus 
transferred,  must  equitably  enure  to  the  benefit  of  the  latter  and  those 
claiming  under  him.  In  addition  to  this  strong  ground  of  defence,  it 
is  shown  by  the  oral  testimony  in  the  cause,  that  the  land  now  sued 
for  is  embraced  by  the  notorious  limits  of  the  entire  tract  of  the 
grantees,  heirs  of  Godo. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Flinff  for  the  plaintiff. 

Bo9/ce,  for  the  defendant. 
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Adams  t^.  Gajnard.    V,  N.  S.  348. 

SIXTH  District. 

Decreed^  that  parol  evidence  must  not  go  to  the  jury  of  an  amount 
of  debts,  ascertained  by  notes  and  receipts  neither  produced  nor 
accounted  for;  nor  of  the  conversation  of  the  plaintiflf  tending  to 
establish  the  sale  of  a  slave,  or  of  what  he  said  at  the  time  he  signed 
a  receipt 


Bray  v.  Gumming.    Y^  N.  S.  252. 

Where  the  tiUe  of  tlavee,  alleged  to  be  given  by  the  ikther  to  the  ■0D4iiJaw,  in  eonai' 
deration  of  marriage,  ia  at  iaaoe,  dedarationa  of  the  wife  are  not  good  evidence. 

If  the  paKy  elaima  under  the  lawa  of  another  state,  and  fidla  to  prove  them,  the  caae  will 
be  decided  by  thoae  of  onr  own. 

SIXTH  District 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court* 

This  is  an  action  of  trespass  for  taking  two  of  the  plaintiff's  slaves. 
The  defendants  severed  in  their  answers.  Gumming  pleaded  title  in 
himself  and  prescription.  Russel  pleaded  the  general  issue  and  justi- 
fication, averring  that,  as  a  constable,  he  assisted  Cununing  in  a  search 
warrant  issued  for  the  slaves. 

The  plaintiff  had  judgment,  and  the  defendant.  Gumming,  appealed. 

The  evidence  shows  that  on  the  marriage  of  Gumming  with  the 
plaintiff's  daughter,  in  the  state  of  Mississippi,  two  slaves,  the  issue 
of  a  negro  woman  possessed  by  the  plaintiff,  accompanied  her  to  her 
husband's.  Afterwards  the  plaintiff,  and  Gumming  and  his  wife, 
came  to  Louisiana,  bringing  the  two  slaves,  who  remained  with  him 
till  her  death,  when  they  went  to  the  plaintiff's.  The  plaintiff  gave 
in  these  two  slaves  as  his  property  and  paid  their  taxes.  Gumming 
was  heard  to  say  that  he  did  not  pay  their  taxes,  because  the  plaintiff 
had  never  given  him  a  title.  He  married  the  plaintiff's  daughter  in 
1816:  they  came  over  the  same  year,  and  she  died  in  April  1825. 
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A  witness  deposed,  he  bought  slaves  in  the  state  of  Mississippi 
without  bills  of  sale.  The  clerk  of  the  court  told  him  none  was 
necessary.  Another  deposed,  he  sold  about  forty  slaves  in  that  state; 
written  sales  were  necessary,  but  they  needed  not  to  be  recorded;  he 
had  always  understood  that  a  gift  of  negroes,  on  marriage,  was  not 
required  by  law  to  be  written.  He  had,  himself,  some  property  in 
Natchez  in  that  situation,  and  inquired  of  a  lawyer,  who  said  the 
title  was  good,  but  the  witness  knows  not  the  law  of  the  state  of 


The  plaintiff  proved  his  daughter  was  heard  to  say  the  slaves  were 
not  given  her. 

To  the  admission  of  evidence  of  what  the  wife  had  been  heard  to 
say,  the  defendant  excepted,  and  we  think  the  court  erred  in  over- 
ruling his  objection,  for  hearsay  is  no  evidence,  except  as  to  what  is 
$aid  by  a  party  to  the  suit. 

He  offered  a  witness  to  prove  that  the  plaintiff  had  said  he  had 
given  the  slaves  to  his  daughter — the  plaintiff's  counsel  objected  to 
this,  but  the  court  sustained  the  objection  on  the  ground  that  the 
defendant  had  &iled  in  the  proof  that  a  gift  of  ^ves  may  be  made 
by  parol,  in  the  state  of  Missismppi,  and  we  do  not  think  the  court 
erred. 

Leaving  what  the  wife  said  out  of  the  testimony,  the  plaintiff  has 
shown  the  negroes  were  his,  and  the  defendant  has  not  proved  that 
the  title  to  them  passed  out  of  him:  as  he  claims  without  a  good  title, 
the  prescription  of  fifteen  years  can  alone  help  him. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

BuUard,  for  the  plaintiff. 

Seotty  for  the  defendant. 
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Tanner  v.  Robert.    V,  N.  S.  255. 

If  a  widow  renounce*  her  rights  under  a  wiD  in  the  idea  that  she  is  entitled  to  one  half 
of  it  in  her  own  right,  and  it  afterwards  appears  she  was  in  error  as  to  the  extent  of 
her  claim,  the  renunciation  will  not  bind  her. 

COURT  of  Probates  of  the  Parish  of  Rapides. 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

In  this  case  the  plaintiff  claims  property  as  the  heir  of  his  deceased 
child,  and  prays  that  a  partition  may  be  made  between  him  and  the 
children  of  his  late  wife,  by  a  former  husband.  The  judge  of  pro- 
bates, made  a  decree,  by  which  he  considered  all  the  estate  left  at  the 
death  of  the  former  husband  as  belonging  to  the  community  which 
existed  between  them;  and  which  ought  to  have  been  equally  divided 
and  partitioned  between  the  widow  and  the  heirs  of  her  first  hus- 
band.   From  this  judgment  the  defendant  appealed. 

The  evidence  of  the  cause  which  comes  up  on  the  record,  shows 
that  the  mother  of  the  deceased  child,  under  whom  the  appellee 
claims  as  heir,  was  married  to  Grimbal  Robert,  in  the  state  of  South 
Carolina,  by  whom  she  had  issue  two  children;  that  after  the  death 
of  Robert,  she  was  lawfully  married  to  the  plaintiff,  and  had  by  him 
one  child,  and  subsequently  died,  leaving  the  child  alive,  which  died 
previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  present  action.  It  is  also  in 
proof  that,  at  the  time  of  the  marriage  in  South  Carolina,  the  widow 
of  Robert,  and  late  wife  of  Tanner,  was  owner  of  certain  slaves, 
which,  with  their  increase,  were  found  among  the  property  held  by 
her  former  husband.  Ten  witnesses  proved  that,  according  to  the 
laws  of  that  state,  slaves  are  viewed  as  personal  property,  and  are 
acquired  ipso /ado  on  marriage  by  the  husband.  The  only  property 
acquired  by  Robert  and  his  wife  during  their  coverture,  and  whilst 
they  lived  together  in  this  state  to  which  they  removed,  was  a  tract  of 
land  paid  for  entirely  out  of  the  funds  of  the  husband.  Robert  made 
an  olographic  will,  by  which  he  left  to  his  wife  a  specific  legacy,  con- 
sisting of  certain  slaves  therein  named;  some  of  which,  if  not  the 
whole,  were  those  which  he  had  acquired  by  marriage  with  her  in 
South  Carolina.  By  this  will  he  also  bequeaths  to  her  one  half  of 
his  estate.  Subsequent  to  his  death,  the  widow  caused  an  inventory 
to  be  made  of  all  the  property  which  he  held  during  his  lifetime,  and 
claimed  in  that  proceeding  as  her  own,  the  slaves  which  she  had 
brought  in  marriage,  and  which  had  been  bequeathed  to  her  by  the 
will  of  her  husband,  as  above  stated.  It  is  proved  that  nothing  was 
gained  during  the  marriage  whilst  the  husband  and  wife  lived  in  this 
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State.  After  all  these  proceedings,  some  heirs  of  Grimbal  Robert, 
children  of  a  former  bed  or  marriage,  appeared  and  claimed  their 
portions  of  their  father's  estate,  and  to  them  the  widow  relinquished 
all  the  property  which  belonged  to  that  estate,  on  condition  that  her 
two  children  by  Robert,  should  share  and  partake  one-fourth  part 
thereof.  This  is  a  summary  of  the  important  facts  of  the  case,  from 
which  the  legal  rights  of  the  parties  litigant  are  to  be  deduced. 

According  to  the  laws  of  South  Carolina  proved,  the  slaves  which 
the  wife  owned  before  marriage,  and  all  personal  property  which  she 
acquired  afterwards,  vested  in  full  right  in  her  husband,  as  a  conse- 
quence of  the  matrimonial  union.  The  land  purchased  by  him  in 
this  state,  and  paid  for  out  of  his  own  funds,  became  exclusively  his. 
in  truth,  the  evidence  shows  that  at  his  death,  nothing  existed  which 
could  form  a  community  of  acquests  and  gains;  we  are,  therefore,  of 
opinion  that  the  judge  a  quo  erred  in  considering  all  the  property 
left  by  Robert  at  his  decease,  as  belonging  to  a  community  existing 
between  his  heirs  and  his  surviving  wife.  It  is  tnie,  that  agreeably 
to  the  provisions  of  our  laws,  marriage  superinduces  a  community  of 
acquests  and  gains  between  husband  and  wife;  and  that  all  the  pro- 
perty left  at  the  death  of  either  party,  is  presumed  to  constitute  such 
community.  But  this  presumption,  like  all  legal  presumptions,  falls 
before  proof  to  the  contrary;  stabit  presumplio  donee  conir avium 
probelur.  And  in  the  present  case  we  have  proof  to  the  contrary, 
showing  that  all  the  estate  belonged  to  Robert  the  husband. 

From  this  view  of  the  case,  we  are  necessarily  led  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  will,  inventory  and  agreement,  by  which  the  widow  set- 
tled the  afiaifs  of  her  deceased  husband's  estate,  with  his  heirs. 
The  will,  we  think,  is  good  and  valid  in  point  of  form  and  probate; 
and  transferred  in  fee  simple  all  the  disposable  portion  of  the  testa- 
tor's succession:  but  as  he  had  forced  heirs  at  the  time  his  estate 
descended,  he  could  only  give  by  will,  one-fifth  part  of  his  property 
to  the  prejudice  of  such  heirs.  As  to  the  agreement,  by  which  it  is 
contended  the  widow  gave  up  all  her  right  in  the  succession  of  her 
husband;  we  are  of  opinion  that  it  was  made  in  relation  to  the 
will  and  inventory,  and  that  in  endeavoring  to  find  out  the  in- 
tention of  the  parties  to  that  contract,  these  instruments  must  be 
taken  into  consideration.  The  will  gives  to  the  widow  specific 
property  by  one  clause,  and  by  another  one-half  of  the  estate  of 
the  testator;  when  the  inventory  was  made  by  the  legatee,  she 
claimed  as  her  own,  all  the  property  which  constituted  the  spe- 
cific legacy,  causing  all  the  rest  to  be  inventoried  as  the  estate  of  her 
late  husband,  one  half  of  which  she  might  have  thought  herself 
entitled  to  under  his  will:  and  this  alone,  we  believe,  she  intended  to 
surrender  by  the  agreement  entered  into  between  her  and  the  heirs 
of  her  husband  proceeding  from  a  former  marriage.  But  it  may  be 
said,  that  as  she  could  not  acquire  under  the  will  more  than  one  fifth 
of  the  testator's  succession,  it  is  that  alone  on  which  the  agreement 
operated,  and  was  thereby  transferred;  this  cannot  be  supposed, 
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unless  it  be  admitted  that  the  widow  intended  to  strip  herself  of 
every  atom  of  property,  and  that  with  a  view  of  her  children  enjoy- 
ing only  one-fourth  part  of  it,  a  supposition  too  absurd  to  be  tolera- 
ted. The  agreement  was  made  in  error  of  the  legal  rights  of  the 
parties,  and  really  transferred  none  from  the  legatee;  but  left  the 
estate  of  the  testator  to  be  partaken  according  to  law,  except,  perhaps, 
a  small  advantage  to  her  children. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudicated  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  court  of  probates  be  avoided,  reversed  and  annulled:  and  it 
is  further  ordered,  &c  that  the  cause  be  sent  back  to  the  court  below, 
with  instructions  to  the  judge  to  cause  a  partition  to  be  made  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  allow  to  the  plaintiff,  as  heir  of  the  deceased  child, 
one-third  of  his  late  wife's  estate,  as  derived  from  the  former  husband; 
that  is  to  say,  one-fifth  part  of  his  succession. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


NOVEMBER  TERM,  1826.  533 


EASTERN  DISTRICT,  NOVEMBER  TERM,  1826. 


Thompson  v.  Linton  e/  al.     V,  N.  S.  261. 

When  distinct  claims  against  distinct  defendants,  are  presented  together  to  a  jury,  and 
they  find  generally,  the  verdict  will  be  set  aside. 

FIRST  District. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

The  plaintiff  states  that  the  defendants  (Linton,  Brower  &  Lewis) 
and  others,  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  plaintiff,  whereby 
they  were  to  furnish  a  boat  or  boats  for  the  piloting  business:  and 
that  the  earnings  of  said  boat  should  be  divided  as  follows:  two-fifths 
thereof  by  the  owners  of  the  boats,  and  three-fifths  by  the  pilots;  and 
that  the  plaintiff,  who  was  to  be  the  agent,  should  receive  5  per  cent 
on  all  moneys  collected — 2J  per  cent,  on  all  advances— and  1 J  on  all 
purchases.  The  defendants,  and  the  other  parties  to  the  agreement, 
(Lightbum,  Prince  &M'Donald,)  promised  to  forward  to  him  all  the 
bills  to  be,  and  all  the  moneys,  collected. 

That,  in  pursuance  of  said  agreement,  the  plaintiff,  the  defendant 
Linton,  and  one  Hollman,  purchased  a  boat,  for  which  they  paid 
1700  dollars;  and  the  defendant  Linton  (a  commissioned  pilot)  took 
possession  of  the  said  boat,  and  with  the  other  two  defendants,  his 
under  pilots,  has  ever  since  used  and  employed  her  in  piloting  vessels. 
Yet  they  never  transmitted  to  the  plaintiff  any  bill  to  be,  or  any 
money,  collected;  and  have  employed  other  persons  to  make  the 
necessary  purchases. 
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The  petition  concludes  with  a  prayer,  that  the  defendants  may 
account;  and  that  they  may  be  decreed  to  pay  one-third  of  two-fiftbiis 
of  the  earnings;  five  per  cent,  on  all  the  moneys  collected;  and  one 
and  a  half  per  cent,  on  the  purchases^or  damages. 

Farther,  that  the  partnership  in  the  boat,  between  Linton,  the 
plaintiff  and  Hollman  may  be  dissolved,  the  boat  sold,  and  that  HoU- 
man^be  cited;  and  that  he  and  Linton  may  render  an  account  of,  and 
pay  the  plaintiff  his  share  of  the  profits. 

Linton,  Lewis  &  Co.,  filed  an  answer,  averingthat  they  employed 
the  plaintiff  in  the  agency  for  no  definite  time;  that  he  rendered  false 
and  fraudulent  accounts,  and  they  discharged  him;  that  they  had  ad- 
vanced him  more  money  than  he  lent  for  them. 

Linton  and  Hollman  answered  they  could  not  be  sued  for  a  disso- 
lution of  the  partnership  between  the  plaintiff  and  them  in  the  same 
suit,  in  which  he  claims  damages  from  Linton,  Lewis  &  Brower;that 
the  plaintiff  and  they  are  under  a  contract  with  Lewis,  that  the  boat 
shall  be  employed  during  eighteen  months  in  piloting,  &c. 

With  leave,  the  suit  was  discontinued  as  to  Hollman. 

The  jury  found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  and  assessed  his  damages 
to  1566  dollars  and  66  cents;  and  he  had  judgment  accordingly. 

The  defendants  appealed. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  inferior  courts  gave  any  judgment 
on  the  plea  in  abatement  of  Linton,  in  regard  to  the 'claim  of  the 
plaintiff,  relating  to  the  boat  purchased  by  the  latter,  and  Linton  & 
Hollman. 

For  any  thing  that  appears  on  the  record,  the  damages  given  are 
compounded  of  those  claimed  against  Linton,  Brower  &  Lewis;  and 
those  claimed  of  Linton,  in  the  connection  that  subsisted  between 
the  plaintiff  and  Hollman.  The  whole  matters  in  the  petition,  in 
regard  to  two  distinct  transactions,  and  between  two  different  set  of 
contracting  parties,  appear  to  have  been  submitted  to  the  jury — 
whether  they  assessed  damages  on  both  claims,  and  on  which,  if  one 
only  was  considered,  is  a  matter  of  doubt.  But  the  defendants, 
Brower  and  Lewis,  are  utter  strangers  to  the  part  of  the  plaintiff's 
complaint,  resulting  from  the  conduct  of  his  copartners  in  the  purchase 
of  the  boat. 

The  defendant  Linton,  has  a  right  to  know  the  amount  of  damages 
he  is  mulcted  with,  either  in  both,  or  either  of  the  claims  of  the  plain- 
tiff; and  the  other  defendants  must  not  be  left  in  doubt  whether  they 
be  not  charged  with  a  part  of  the  plaintiff's  demand  against  Linton. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  the  verdict  set  aside;  and  the  case 
remanded,  with  instructions  to  the  judge  to  grant  judgment  on  the 
plea  of  abatement,  and  proceed  afterwards  according  to  law;  and  it  is 
ordered,  that  the  plaintiff  and  appellee  pay  costs  in  this  court 

Pierccy  for  the  plaintiff. 

Prestoriy  for  the  defendants. 
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Wakeman  v.  Marquand  et  al.     V,  N.  S,  265. 

A  Tordict  will  not  be  set  aside,  because  the  jury  took  depositions  with  them  into  the  jury 


And  that,  althoug^h  part  of  them  were  legal  evidence,  and  part  were  not 

Whether  the  printed  statotes  of  another  state,  are  evidence:  Qfiare, 

Bat  they  are,  when  the  oopy  introduced  has  been  sent  by  the  executive  of  the  state 

where  they  were  passed  to  the  governor  of  this. 
The  common  law  of  a  sitter  state,  may  be  proved  by  parol. 

FIRST  District. 

PoRTEH,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

This  is  an  action  on  an  open  account,  which  is  composed  of  various 
items  for  cash  lent,  stock  sold^and  the  balance  of  an  interest  account. 
The  amount  due  is  stated  to  be  4,536  dollars  58  cents. 

The  petition  was  served  on  Paulding  alone,  who  pleaded  the 
general  issue;  and  to  that  defence  added  an  allegation,  that  the  claim 
was  false  and  fraudulent,  and  made  in  combination  with  his  partner 
Marquand,  the  other  defendant  on  record. 

The  cause  was  submitted  to  a  jury,  who  found  a  verdict  in  favor 
of  the  plaintiff,  for  3,530  dollars  21  cents;  and  from  the  judgment 
rendered  in  conformity  therewith,  the  defendant  appealed. 

There  was  an  application  in  the  court  below  for  a  new  trial,  which 
was  refused. 

In  this  court,  three  grounds  have  been  relied  on,  to  obtain  a  re- 
versal of  the  judgment  of  that  of  the  first  instance. 

First.  That  there  was  error  in  permitting  the  jury  to  carry  with 
them,  when  they  retired  to  consider  of  their  verdict,  certain  written 
depositions  taken  in  the  cause,  and  an  account  signed  by  Marquand; 
though  the  court  had  previously  decided  that  part  of  these  depositions, 
and  the  acknowledgment  at  the  bottom  of  the  account  were  not  evi- 
dence against  Paulding,  the  real  defendant 

Secondly.  That  the  printed  statutes  of  New  York,  were  not  legal 
evidence  to  prove  the  rate  of  interest  in  that  state. 

Thirdly  and  lastly.  That  the  verdict  is  contrary  to  law  and  evi- 
dence. 

I.  In  relation  to  that  part  of  the  first  ground,  which  alleges  as  error, 
the  permission  given  to  the  jury  to  take  with  them  the  account  signed 
by  Marquand,  we  have  had  no  difficulty.  That  acconnt  was  annexed 
to,  and  made  part  of  the  petition;  as  part  of  the  pleadings,  therefore, 
it  was  correctb^  entrusted  to  the  jury:  and  the  circumstance  of  there 
being  an  acknowledgment  at  the  bottom,  which  the  judge  bad  declared 
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was  not  evidence,  would  not  have  authorised  him  to  withhold  from 
the  jury  the  whole  of  the  petition.  The  Code  of  Practice,  though  it 
does  not  explicitly  mention  that  the  jury  are  to  take  the  pleadings 
with  them,  evidently  contemplates  they  should;  for  it  states,  that  the 
foreman  is  to  write  his  verdict  on  the  back  of  the  petition,  and  that 
as  soon  as  he  has  done  so,  notice  is  to  be  given  to  the  court,  if  in 
session,  that  the  jury  are  ready  to  give  their  verdict.  Code  of  Prac- 
tice, art.  522  and  518. 

The  permission  accorded  to  the  jury  to  take  out  with  them  deposi- 
tions, part  of  which  were,  and  part  were  not  legal  evidence,  is  not  so 
clearly  correct  as  that  given  in  relation  to  the  account  which  made 
part  of  the  pleadings.  In  that  country  where  the  trial  by  jury  origi- 
nated, there  was  much  strictness  in  regard  to  the  jury  taking  out 
papers  not  under  seal,  which  were  read  in  evidence;  and  their  doing 
so  without  leave,  was  in  all  cases  considered  a  great  contempt  of  the 
court,  and  in  some  instances  held  to  be  a  sufficient  cause  for  setting 
aside  the  verdict.  In  modern  times,  there  has  been  a  great,  and,  we 
think,  a  wise  relaxation  in  the  practice.  We  have  found,  however,  no 
case  where  depositions  are  permitted  to  be  handed  to  the  jury;  and  the 
reason  of  this  exception  we  presume  to  be,  that  it  would  be  giving 
the  party,  whose  testimony  was  reduced  to  writing,  an  advantage 
over  the  adversary  who  had  given  oral  testimony,  by  enabling  the 
jury  to  peruse  the  one  in  their  retirement,  and  compel  them  to  depend 
on  their  memory  for  the  other. 

In  this  state,  however,  where  the  whole  of  the  testimony  is  generally 
reduced  to  writing,  as  was  done  in  the  case  before  us,  this  inequality 
does  not  exist;  and  it  is  most  probable  that  it  is  owing  to  tliis  cir- 
cumstance, that  the  practice  has  been  introduced  among  us,  to  permit 
the  jury  to  take  with  them  the  evidence.  We  think  it  a  good  one — 
that  it  tends  to  facilitate  the  investigation  of  the  case;  and  we  do  not 
feel  inclined  to  disturb  it.  It  is  true,  the  court  should  not,  if  possible, 
permit  any  thing  but  legal  evidence  to  be  taken  out:  but  when  a 
great  part  of  the  depositions  are  legal  proof,  and  part  are  not,  there 
is  considerable  difficulty  in  carrying  this  rule  strictly  into  effect.  The 
course  which  presents  the  least  inconvenience,  we  think,  is  to  let  the 
jury  have  the  whole,  under  the  direction  of  the  coiut  as  it  was  given 
here;  that  the  parts  objected  to,  were  not  to  be  taken  into  their  con- 
sideration. It  cannot  be  presumed  they  would  violate  this  direction; 
and  if  they  did,  the  party  is  always  safe  in  the  power  which  the  court 
possesses  to  set  aside  the  verdict,  and  grant  a  new  trial.  In  the  simple 
state  of  society  which  existed  when  the  rule  was  established  in  the 
common  law,  the  cases  presented  to  a  jury  were  of  such  a  nature  as 
did  not  require  them  to  take  documents  with  them.  Such  evidence 
was,  indeed,  rarely  produced.  Men's  rights  depended  almost  entirely 
on  oral  evidence:  but,  at  the  present  day,  when  the  diffusion  of 
education,  the  extension  of  conunerce,  and  the  complex  transactions 
of  men,  have  introduced  a  quite  different  state  of  things — a  different 
rule  is  indispensable  to  the  administration  of  justice.    It  Lb  not  long 
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since  a  case  was  before  this  court,  which  had  occupied  the  attention 
of  a  jury  for  six  weeks,  where  the  whole  transactions  of  a  commercial 
partnership  were  required  to  be  examined,  and  all  the  books  were 
given  in  evidence.  No  human  memory  could  have  preserved  a 
recollection  of  the  testimony,  nor  could  any  judgment  have  been 
safely  given  without  an  opportunity  being  aflForded  to  the  jury  to 
take  the  evidence  with  them  in  their  retirement,  and  there  to  satisfy 
their  doubts,  by  repeated  perusals  of  it.  Co.  Litt.  227,  6;  1  Trials 
per  paiSy  257;  Salkeld,  345;  6  Bac.  Ab.  669;  7  Ibid.  9  and  10;  5 
Binney,  238;  Caulkey  v.  Banks,  3  N.  S.  532. 

II.  We  do  not  think  the  judge  below  erred  in  admitting  the  printed 
statutes  of  New  York  in  evidence.  The  question  has  been  decided 
differently  in  several  of  our  sister  states.  In  Vermont,  Pennsylvania 
and  North  Carolina,  they  have  been  received.  In  Connecticut,  and 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  a 
contrary  rule  has  been  established:  and  in  North  Carolina,  they  have 
lately,  in  opposition  to  the  earlier  decisions  of  their  courts,  refused  to 
receive  the  printed  statutes  of  another  state,  as  evidence.  It  is  cer- 
tainly a  great  relaxation  of  the  strict  rules  of  evidence,  to  admit  them 
as  proof.  Courts  of  one  state  cannot  judicially  know  any  thing  of 
the  authenticityof  a  book  which  purports  to  be  the  statute  of  another 
state;  and  there  is  no  inconsiderable  danger  in  some  instances,  that 
they  might  be  intercalated  to  serve  the  necessities  of  the  case.  We 
are  not,  therefore,  prepared  to  say  that  the  printed  statutes  of  another 
state,  unaccompanied  by  any  evidence  to  establish  their  genuineness, 
are  legal  evidence.  But  this  case  stands  on  particular  grounds.  The 
book  introduced,  was  brought  from  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  this 
state,  and  it  was  proved  to  have  been  sent  from  the  executive  of 
New  York  to  that  of  this  state.  This  circumstance  greatly  diminishes 
the  objection  to  its  introduction,  and  we  think  it  was  properly  admitted 

.as  prima  facie  evidence,    2  Haywood,  173;  1  Dallas,  462;  1  Chip. 
Rep.  303;  1  Peters,  352;  2  Root,  250. 

III.  The  last  question  is  on  the  merits.  The  principal  error  al- 
leged is  the  allowing  interest  when  none  was  legally  proved  to  be 
due.  The  judge  was  of  that  opinion,  though  he  afterwards  refused 
to  set  aside  the  verdict  by  which  the  defendant  alleges  that  the  sum 
charged  in  the  account  on  that  head  was  allowed.  The  charge  of 
the  judge  was  correct  on  the  evidence  admitted  by  him;  but  he  erred 
in  refusing  the  plaintiffs  permission  to  prove  by  parol  evidence  that, 
according  to  the  common  law,  and  usage  and  custom  of  merchants 
of  New  York,  interest  was  demandable  on  an  open  account,  from  the 
time  it  became  due.  The  distinction  l»etween  the  proof  necessary  to 
establish  the  existence  of  written  and  unwritten  laws,  is  perfectly 
^ttled;  and  parol  evidence  is  the  best  than  can  be  offered  of  the 
latter.  But  it  is^  unnecessary  to  remand  the  cause  on  that  ground. 
The  whole  account  was  acknowledged  to  be  correct;  and  there  are 
enough  of  items  in  it,  independent  of  the  interest  to  support  the  ver- 
dict.    The  defendant  has,  however,  urged  that  there  is  not  a  suffi- 
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cient  amount,  when  the  credits  given  in  the  account  are  deducted. 
This  is,  perhaps,  true;  but  if  he  relies  on  a  document  introduced  by 
the  plaintiff  to  establish  his  defence,  he  must  take  it  altogether,  and 
this  would  sustain  the  claim  for  interest.  Civil  Code,  2244;  2  Star- 
kie,  47. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Morsej  for  the  plaintiff. 

Hennen^  for  the  defendants. 


Philpot  V.  Patterson.     V,  N.  S.  273. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

In  a  suit  by  one  partner  against  another  for  a  dissolution  and  set- 
tlement, to  which  the  defendant  consents,  the  referees  may  adjudge 
that  the  expenses  and  costs  should  be  paid  out  of  the  common  stock. 


Martial  v.  Cotterel.     V,  N,  S.  274. 

An  hgsnX  is  a  competent  witnese,  in  all  matters  connected,  with  his  agency,  without  a 

release. 
A  witness  whose  interest  is  equal,  is  competent 
And  his  being  liable  for  costs,  will  not  render  him  incompetent,  if  he  is  at  Uie  same  time 

agent. 
If  A  lends  B  money,  by  giving  an  order  on  C,  and  it  is  accepted,  but  the  money  not 

paid,  the  funds  become  the  property  of  B,  and  in  the  case  of  his  death  and  insolfcncy, 

they  cannot  be  claimed  as  the  specific  property  of  A. 

COURT  of  Probates  of  New  Orleans. 
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Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  petitioner  states  that  he  was  in  habits  of  great  intimacy  with 
the  deceased,  and  that  knowing  his  pecuniary  wants,  he  frequently 
lent  him  money.  That,  in  the  year  1824,  the  plaintiff  being  about 
to  leave  this  state,  and  having  a  certain  sum  of  money  in  the  hands 
of  L.  &  M.  Commagere,  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  gave  authority 
to  the  deceased  to  draw  on  them  for  the  sum  of  3000  dollars. 

That,  with  the  same  view,  the  petitioner  authorised  him  to  receive 
from  others  of  his  debtors,  the  sum  of  959  dollars,  87  cents;  that  he 
did  in  his  lifetime  receive  that  sum,  together  with  the  3000  dollars, 
due  by  L.  &  M.  Commagere;  and  that  the  sum  of  40  dollars,  was 
paid  by  the  petitioner  for  medical  attendance  on  the  deceased. 

That  the  money  due  by  Commagere  was  left  in  their  hands  by 
Fontenay,  who  took  their  note  for  the  same,  and  that  this  note  exists 
in  kind. 

That  the  defendant,  representative  of  the  estate,  refuses  to  acknow- 
ledge the  justice  of  these  claims,  or  to  give  up  the  note. 

Judgment  is  prayed  for  the  money  received,  and  for  the  note,  or 
the  amount  thereof. 

The  answer  consists  of  the  general  issue,  and  an  averment  that  the 
note  belonged  to  the  estate  of  Fontenay;  and  that  suit  had  already 
been  commenced  against  the  makers  in  the  district  court 

On  this  issue  the  parties  went  to  trial  in  the  inferior  court,  and  the 
judge  below  decided  that  the  plaintiff  should  receive  the  money 
claimed  in  the  petition,  except  that  alleged  to  have  been  lent  through 
the  hands  of  Commagere. 

The  petitioner  appealed. 

Before  the  merits  can  be  gone  into,  there  are  two  bills  of  exceptions 
to  be  disposed  of. 

The  first  is  to  an  opinion  of  the  judge  permitting  the  agent  of  the 
plaintiff,  who  had  received  a  note  for  collection,  and  had  collected  it, 
to  testify  that  he  had  paid  the  amount  over  to  the  defendant. 

The  court  below  did  not  err.  An  agent*  is  a  competent  witness 
in  relation  to  all  matters  done  in  the  usual  course  of  business,  with- 
out a  release.  There  is  no  rule  of  evidence  better  established,  and  it 
has  been  jnore  than  once  recognised  and  acted  on  by  this  court.  2 
Starkie,  764,  768;  4  N.  S.  184;  4  N.  S.  335. 

The  second  was  to  the  admission  of  Commagere,  the  maker  of  the 
note.  The  general  rule  on  this  subject  is,  that  when  the  witness  is 
equally  responsible  to  either  of  the  parties,  he  is  competent  to  testify 
between  them;  but  that  where  the  opposite  interests  are  unequal, 
the  witness  has  an  interest  on  one  side,  measured  by  the  excess  of 
the  one  over  the  other.  The  defendant  insists  the  witness  admitted 
here  fell  within  the  principle  last  stated,  because  though  equally  liable 
to  either  plaintiff  or  defendant  for  the  amount  of  the  note;  yet  as  he 

•  See  Bank  of  United  States  o.  Johnson,  jwft  310,  for  a  final  tetUement  of  this  point 

by  POETBK,  J. 
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had  been  already  sued  by  the  latter,  he  was  interested  to  defeat  that 
actionem  order  to  avoid  the  costs.    2  Stark.  752. 

There  is  an  exception  to  the  rule  just  stated,  where  the  witness 
who  is  responsible  for  the  costs,  b  at  the  same  time  agent  of  the  party 
calling  him.  Commagere  stood  in  that  relation  to  the  plaintiff,  and 
was  correctly  permitted  to  testify.  There  is  one  other  ground  on 
which  he  was  properly  received.  This  action  is  not  for  the  note 
alone,  but  iof  the  note,  or  its  amount.  Now  for  the  latter  purpose  he 
was  competent;  because  if  his  testimony  enabled  the  plaintiff  to  re- 
cover the  amount  of  the  note  from  the  defendant,  of  course  the  defen- 
dant would  have  a  right  to  recover  it  from  the  witness.  In  point  of 
fact,  therefore,  the  witness  was  not  interested  in  the  costs,  as,  whether 
the  plaintiff  or  defendant  succeeded,  judgment  must  be  given  against 
him  in  the  suit  commenced  by  the  latter.    7  T.  Rep.  480;  2  East,  45& 

On  the  merits,  we  are  of  opinion,  the  judge  a  quo  erred.  We  have 
considerable  reluctance  to  put  our  opinion  in  opposition  to  that  of  the 
court  of  the  first  instance,  in  matters  of  fkct;  but  in  this  case,  the 
weight  of  evidence  appears  to  us  conclusively  with  the  plainti£ 
Two  witnesses  swear  positively,  that  the  money  was  given  as  a  loan. 
It  is  admitted  on  the  record,  that  another  who  wasateent  from  indis- 
position, would  prove  the  same  fact  Nothing  in  the  evidence  goes 
to  contradict  their  proof;  on  the  contrary,  the  situation  of  the  deceased, 
and  the  relation  in  which  he  stood  to  the  plaintiff,  repel  the  idea  that 
the  plaintiff  was  indebted  to  tho  defendant  in  so  large  a  suol  We 
see  no  middle  course  between  giving  judgment  for  the  plaintiff,  or 
declaring  the  witnesses  perjured;  for  they  explicitly  state  the  money 
was  lent 

But  we  do  not  think  the  plaintiff  has  established  any  specific  right 
to  the  note.  From  the  time  the  mandate  of  the  plaintiff  was  accept- 
ed, and  an  agreement  made  to  leave  the  money  in  the  hands  of  the 
maker  of  the  note,  or  a  promise  to  pay  interest,  the  money  ceased  to 
belong  to  the  plaintiff,  and  became  that  of  the  deceased— the  debt 
was  due  to  him,  and  from  him  to  the  plaintiffl 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  probate  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  it  is  fur- 
ther onlered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  plaintiff  do  recover  of 
the  estate  of  Theodore  Fontenay,  deceased,  3999  dollars  and  87  cents, 
to  be  paid  by  the  defendant,  curator  thereof,  in  concurrence  with  the 
other  creditors  of  said  estate,  and  according  to  its  rank  and  privilege, 
with  costs  in  both  courts. 

Deny 9  for  the  plaintifll 

De  JirmoM  and  Trabuc,  for  the  defendant 
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Griffon  ».  Mayor  et  al.    V,  N.  S.  279. 

I£  the  ftrmer  of  the  city  rerenoe  has  notice,  at  the  time  of  adjndicatioo,  that  an  ordi- 
nance then  in  ita  passage  in  the  city  council,  if  passed  into  a  law,  is  to  form  a  part  of 
the  conditions  of  the  contract,  he  cannot  resist  its  effect,  on  the  ground  tliat  it  was  ne| 
a  law  at  the  time  that  he  contracted. 

Selling  flonr  by  the  barrel,  or  bacon  by  the  single  ham,  on  the  loTee,  is  selling  by  retail 

FIRST  District. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  petition  states  that  on  the  25th  of  Marcfar,  1824,  the  farm  of 
certain  duties,  to  be  collected  on  the  wharfage  of  flatboats  and  others, 
was  adjudicated  to  the  plaintiff,  for  one  year — during  which,  con- 
trary to  the  custom,  and  in  violation  of  the  plaintiff's  rights,  several 
owners  of  boats  have  been  threatened  and  harassed  by  prosecutions 
by  one  of  the  officers  of  the  corporation,  for  selling  flour  by  the  single 
barrel  and  hams  by  the  piece,  whereby  a  number  of  owners  of  boats 
have  been  deterred  from  remaining  along  the  levee,  as  they  did 
before,  and  the  plaintiff  has  been  deprived  of  a  large  sum  of  money, 
which  he  would  have  otherwise  collected  under  the  adjudication  of 
the  same;  and  that  he  is  entitled  to  damages. 

The  general  issue  was  pleaded,  the  defendants  had  a  verdict  and 
judgment,  and  the  plaintiff  appealed. 

At  the  trial,  the  defendants  offered  in  evidence  an  ordinance  of  the 
city  council,  which  had  passed  that  body  on  the  23d  of  March  1824, 
and  was  read  to  the  bidders  before  the  adjudication,  and  referred  to 
in  the  plaintiff's  deed  on  the  25th,  but  which  did  not  receive  the 
approbation  of  the  mayor  until  the  27th,  the  object  of  which  waste 
restrain  the  sales  by  retail  on  board  of  boats  along  the  levee.  The 
plaintiff  objected  to  this  piece  of  evidence,  on  the  ground  that  the  docu-' 
ment  wad  only  inchoate  and  had  not  received  its  perfection,  at  the 
time  of  the  adjudication;  and  the  corporation  could  not,  by  an  act  of 
theirs  posterior  to  the  adjudication,  derogate  from  the  rights  acquired 
by  the  plaintiff  by  his  bargain  with  them. 

We  think  the  plaintiff  having  been  informed,  by  the  reading  to  the 
bidders  and  the  reference  in  his  deed,  that  the  intended  restriction 
was  contemplated,  and  the  ordinance  establishing  it  on  its  way,  he 
took  the  chance  of  its  ultimate  fate,  and  could  not  aflerwards  com- 
plain, if  the  ordinance  became  binding  by  the  signature  of  the  mayor. 
The  judge  acted  correctly  in  admitting  it. 

The  plaintiff  excepted  also  to  a  part  of  the  charge,  in  which  the 
Vol.  in.— 46 
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judge  told  the  jury  that  ^<  there  is  no  doubt  that  selling  by  the  barrel 
or  by  the  ham,  is  selling  by  retail." 

It  does  not  appear  to  us  the  judge  erred.  The  object  of  the  ordi- 
nance was  to  prevent  the  levee  from  being  obstructed  by  boats  tar- 
rjring  till  a  ca^  of  flour  and  hams  was  sold  off  by  the  single  barrel 
and  ham.  Surely  a  boat  load  of  hams  must  be  said  to  be  retailed 
when  sold  by  the  single  ham. 

We  conclude,  the  plaintiff  having  had  full  notice  of  the  passage  of 
the  ordinance  by  the  council,  although  he  sustained  a  loss  by  its  be- 
coming binding  by  the  signature  of  the  mayor,  received  no  injury. 
No  forced  interpretation  was  given  to  the  prohibition  to  retail,  when 
it  was  extended  to  prevent  the  disposal  of  a  carffo  of  flour  and  hams 
by  the  single  barrel  or  ham,  although,  heretofore,  flour  and  hams 
might  be  sold  in  the  boats  by  the  pound  or  a  less  quantity. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

JOert^gnj/y  for  the  plaintiffl 

Moreauy  for  the  defendant 


Castleman  v.  Stone.     V,  N.  S.  282. 

FIRST  District. 

In  this  case  the  Court  said:— On  the  trial,  the  plaintiff  took  a  bill 
pf  exceptions  to  the  decision  of  the  court,  permitting  the  deposition 
of  Phillips,  who  is  stated  in  the  petition  to  be  a  partner  of  the  defen- 
dant's, to  be  read  in  evidence. 

We  do  not  see  how  this  objection  could  be  taken  by  the  plaintiff, 
IS  it  appears  by  the  return  of  the  dedimuSy  that  the  witness  was  called 
before  the  commissioners,  and  sworn  and  examined  on  the  part  of  the 
petitioner.  But  admitting  that  we  could,  we  do  not  thipk  it  tenable. 
The  parties  were  partners  for  buying  and  selling  negroes.  This  is 
aot  a  commercial,  but  ^,  particular  partnership,  in  which  the  partners 
are  not  bound  in  solido;  and  where,  consequently,  the  interest  which 
one  of  them  has,  in  an  action  against  the  other,  goes  only  to  his  credit, 
and  not  to  his  competency:  for  he  can  neither  gain  nor  lose  by  the 
event  of  the  suit,  and  the  verdict  could  not  be  given  in  evidence 
either  for  or  against  hm. 

The  plaintiff  also  objected  to  reading  part  of  a  deposition,  in  which 
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certain  conversations  of  the  defendant  were  related.  The  court  per- 
mitted it  to  be  read;  but,  accompanied  this  permission  with  a  decla- 
ration, that  these  declarations  were  immaterial.  The  more  correct 
course  would  have  been  to  have  ordered  them  to  be  stricken  out; 
but  this  error  can  work  no  injury  to  the  plaintiff,  as  we  shall  not 
permit  them  to  enter  into  our  consideration,  in  examining  the  merits. 

The  evidence  leaves  the  case  doubtful;  but  does  not  so  preponde- 
rate as  to  authorise  us  to  reverse  the  decision  of  the  court  of  the  first 
instance. 

The  person  who  is  alleged  to  be  the  partner,  swears  posithrely  that 
the  slave  was  placed  in  his  hands  to  be  sold  by  him;  and  that  he  sold 
the  slave,  not  as  the  partner  of  the  defendant,  but  as  the  friend  ofthe 
plaintiff,  and  without  charging  commission.  This  statement  is  some- 
what shaken  by  the  circumstances  of  the  witness  having  made  a  bill 
of  sale  in  the  name  of  the  partnership,  and  taken  a  note  payable  to 
them  for  the  price.  But  the  character  of  the  witness  is  unimpeached; 
he  swears  directly  against  his  own  interest,  and  the  burthen  of 
making  the  case  clear  was  on  the  plaintiff.  We,  therefore,  are  of 
opinion  the  judgment  of  the  court  below  should  be  affirmed,  with 
costs. 

Preston^  for  the  plaintiff. 

AP  Caleb y  for  the  defendant 


ElUotl  t).  Cox.     V,  N,  S.  285. 

The  rarety  on  an  injunction  bond  cannot  resist  payment  on  the  ground  that  the  plaintiff 

did  not  record  his  Judgment 
An  aUa$Ji.fa,  does  not  operate  a  discontinnance  ofthe  original  writ  of  eieontion. 
The  estimation  of  property  seized  in  execution,  does  not  preclude  the  creditor  (torn  show- 

ing  its  real  value  in  a  suit  against  the  surety. 

FIRST  District 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  ofthe  court 

The  defendant,  sued  as  the  suretjr  on  a  bond  for  obtaining  an  in- 
junction, which  was  afterwards  dissolved,  denied  that  any  thing 
occurred  as  a  breach  of  the  condition;  and  averred  that  if  any  thing 
did,  the  loss  was  sustained  by  the  plaintiff's  own  neglect,  who  is 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


SU  SUPREME  COURT. 

[ElliQttv.Coz.] 

tbereby  disabled  from  subrogating  the  defendant  to  the  plaintiff's 
fights,  mortgages  and  privileges. 

The  plaintiff  had  judgment,  and  the  defendant  appealed. 

His  counsel  ui^es  that  the  surety  is  in  this  case  discharged,  because 
^by  the  act  of  the  creditor  the  isubrogation  to  his  rights,  mortgages 
and  privileges,  can  no  longer  be  operated  in  favor  of  the  surety.'' 
Civil  Code,  432,  art  22;  New  Code,  3030. 

This  is  contended  to  be  the  case,  because, 

1.  The  plaintiff  neglected  to  record  his  judgment. 

2.  Th€  fieri  facias  stayed  by  the  injunction,  was  a  lien  or  privilege 
on  the  personal  estate  of  the  principal,  which  the  injunction  did  not 
destroy,  although  it  suspended  the  sale.  This  lien  or  privilege  was 
lost  by  the  act  of  the  plaintiff  in  discontinuing  the  &rst  fieri  facias  by 
suing  out  a  new  one  or  alias. 

'  We  do  not  think  that  the  surety  may,  in  this  case,  avail  himself  of 
the  plaintiff's  neglect  to  record  his  judgment,  because  the  former 
interfered,  or  assisted  the  principal  in  interfering  with  the  sale,  at  a 
period  when  the  plaintiff  had  not  acquired  the  lien  or  privilege  the 
registry  might  have  given. 

Neither  can  we  imagine  that  by  an  alias^  or  pitiries  fieri  faciaSj 
the  first  suit  is  discontinued — if  any  property  has  been  seized  under 
it,  the  seizure  may  take  place  without  the  alias  issuing,  and  we  cannot 
see  how  the  alias  may  prevent  it — the  alias  are  used  to  authorise 
the  seizure  of  other  property,  when  that  originally  seized  proves 
insufficient.  Neither  the  alias  nor  the  pluries  affect  any  right  ac- 
quired by  the  plaintiff  under  the  original  fieri  facias. 

Ilie  record  shows  the  seizure  of  the  plaintiff's  house  and  lots,  of 
sufficient  value  to  satisfy  the  plaintiff;  the  dissolution  of  the  injunction, 
on  the  issuing  which  the  surety  was  bound;  and  tliat  finally,  the 
United  States  absorbed  all  the  principal's  property,  so  that  the  plain- 
tiff can  no  longer  expect  payment,  except  from  the  surety. 

Our  attention  is  drawn  to  a  bill  of  exceptions  taken  by  the  surety's 
counsel,  to  the  opinion  of  the  court,  admitting  parol  evidence  of  the 
value  of  the  house  and  lot  seized,  and  of  the  possession  of  several 
slaves  by  the  principal. 

The  evidence  offered  of  the  value  of  the  property,  is  opposed  as 
contradicting  the  appraisement  subsequent  to  the  seizure.  As  this 
appraisement  would  not  be  binding  on  the  surety,  we  think  he  cannot 
avail  himself  of  it,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  preclude  the  plaintiff  from 
showing  it  was  too  low. 

The  evidence  of  the  possession  of  several  slaves,  is  opposed  as 
irrelevant.  The  case  was  not  tried  by  a  jury,  and  if  the  evidence  be 
really  irrelevant,  we  need  not  be  bound  by  it;  it  would  be  a  waste 
of  time  and  money  to  remand  the  case  for  a  new  trial  without  this 
evidence. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Preslofiy  for  the  plaintiff. 

Slrawbridge,  for  the  defendant. 
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Nelsou  V.  Louisiana  Insurance  Company. 
V,  N.  S.  289. 

The  insured  ii  not  obliged  to  commanicate  a  fact  respecting  the  situation  of  the  port  of 

destination,  in  relation  to  pilotage,  for  example,  the  knowledge  of  which  was  equally 

within  the  reach  of  the  insurer. 
Whether  an  article  be  perishable  in  its  nature,  or  not,  is  to  be  ascertained  by  the  usage 

and  eostom  of  the  port  where  the  goods  are  shipped. 
The  particular  enumeration  of  perishable  articles  in  an  ordinary  policy  does  not  prevent 

the  insured  from  showing,  under  the  general  clause,  that  other  articles  are  perishable. 

FIRST  District 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 
This  is  a  suit  brought  on  a  valued  policy  of  insurance,  by  which  the 
defendants  insured  2500  dollars  worth  of  merchandise  on  board  the 
schooner  called  the  Sterling,  at  and  from  New  Orleans  to  Xibara,and 
two  other  ports  in  the  island  of  Cuba.  The  policy  is  made  in  the 
usual  form  of  such  instruments,  and  contains  a  memorandum  by 
which  a  number  of  articles  of  merchandise  are  specially  excluded 
from  average,  except  general;  concluding  by  an  exception,  which, 
in  its  terms,  embraces  all  articles  perishable  in  their  own  nature. 

T*he  answer  contains  a  general  denial  of  responsibility  on  the  part 
of  the  insurers,  and  also  an  averment  that  they  are  released  from  any 
obligation  to  make  good  to  the  assured  the  alleged  loss^  on  account 
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of  misconduct  of  the  master  of  the  vessel,  in  attempting  to  enter  the 
port  of  destination  without  the  aid  of  a  pilot,  or  any  other  proper 
person  on  board. 

On  these  pleadings,  and  the  evidence  in  the  cause  admitted  and 
rejected  by  the  court  below,  two  questions  are  raised  for  the  con- 
sideration of  this  court: — Whether  there  was  any  improper  conceal- 
ment by  the  plaintiff  in  relation  to  the  manner  in  which  vessels 
entered  the  port  of  Xibara,in  not  stating  to  the  defendants,  that  there 
were  no  pilots  belonging  to  that  port,  and  that  it  was  customary  for 
masters  to  conduct  in  then:  vessels  without  assistance  from  any  other 
person? 

II.  Whether  the  petition  and  answer  considered  in  relation  to  the 
policy  itself,  the  primary  evidence  of  the  cause,  authorised  the  inter- 
rogatory put  by  the  counsel  for  the  defendants,  to  a  witness  introduced 
by  the  plaintiff,  by  which  it  was  asked  whether  flour,  which  appears 
to  have  composed  the  principal  part  of  her  cargo  insured,  was  an 
article  perishable  in  its  own  nature?  In  the  course  of  the  trial  of  the 
cause,  this  interrogatory  was  propounded  to  a  witiiess  on  the  part  of 
the  defendants,  (who  are  here  appellants,)  which  the  judge  a  quo 
would  not  suffer  to  be  answered,  and  a  bill  of  exceptions  was  taken 
to  his  opinion,  refusing  to  authorise  an  answer. 

As  to  the  first  of  the  questions,  we  are  clearly  of  opinion  that  there 
was  no  fraudulent  concealment  by  the  insured  at  the  time  of  obtaining 
the  policy,  which  is  legally  destructive  of  the  force  and  effect  of  that 
instrument.  The  situation  of  the  port  to  which  the  schooner  was 
destined,  in  relation  to  pilotage,  is  a  matter  in  its  own  nature,  the 
knowledge  of  which  was  equal  in  facility  of  acquirement  to  both 
parties  to  the  contract;  it  is  a  matter  which  both  might  be  fairly 
presumed  equally  to  know.  See  Park  on  Ins.  p.  185  and  186,  and 
Phil.  p.  85. 

The  propriety  of  the  opinion  of  the  judge  below,  by  which  he  re- 
fitsed  to  admit  evidence  to  prove  that  the  cargo  insured  was  composed 
of  articles  perishable  in  their  own  nature,  is  attempted  to  be  supported 
on  two  grounds: — First,  That  no  proof  of  that  fact  could  legally  be 
allowed,  because  it  was  not  specially  pleaded  in  the  answer,  &c.;and, 
secondly,  that  the  interrogatory  was  too  indefinite,  as  it  did  not  limit 
the  answer  to  perishableness,  according  to  the  custom  of  this  port  of 
New  Orleans,  in  relation  to  articles  ordinarily  exported. 

The  merit  of  these  grounds  is  wholly  technical,  and  is  inconsistent 
with  that  simplicity  of  practice  established  by  law  for  our  courts  in  all 
cases,  and  would  be  peculiarly  severe  in  the  present;  as  the  question 
was  put  10  the  witness  in  strict  pursuance  of  the  clause  used  in  the 
memorandum  of  the  policy,  which  was  evidently  introduced  with  the 
intention  of  influencing  the  contract  of  the  parties. 

Whether  the  general  exception  contained  in  the  memorandum  of 
the  policy  of  insurance  now  under  consideration,  which,  after  a  spe- 
cific enumeration  of  many  articles,  excuses  the  insurers  from  contri- 
bution on  average  unless  general— or  in  other  words,  from  remime- 
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ration  for  a  partial  loss  on  all  articles  perishable  in  their  own  nature, 
must  be  interpreted  according  to  the  particuair  usage  and  custom  of 
this  port  in  relation  to  exports,  or  according  to  the  sense  and  meaning 
generally  recognised  by  merchants  and  traders,  is  a  question  which 
would  most  properly  occur,  after  first  ascertaining  by  testimony,  whe- 
ther the  articles  thus  alleged  by  the  defendant  to  be  perishable  in 
their  own  nature,  are  really  such  or  not,  according  to  the  opinions, 
knowledge  and  belief  of  men  skilled  in  matters  of  this  kind. 

By  inserting  the  clause  above  stated,  after  a  long  list  of  enumera- 
ted articles,  the  rule  of  interpretation  that  expressio  vfiius  est  exclu- 
sio  alieriuSf  is  completely  destroyed;  unless  it  be  considered  that 
such  a  clause  in  policies  is  wholly  vain,  nugatory  and  without  sense 
and  meaning;  which  would  be  in  direct  opposition  to  a  sound  and 
general  rule  of  interpretation,  which  requires  that  every  clause  and 
expression  in  a  law  or  a  contract,  is  entitled  to  its  full  weight  and 
effect;  unless  such  interpretation  lead  to  absurd  results.  We  have 
been  induced  to  make  these  remarks  on  two  very  plain  and  well 
known  rules  of  construction,  in  consequence  of  some  observations 
found  in  Phillips  on  Insurance,  relative  to  the  general  provision  usu- 
ally inserted  in  the  memorandums  of  policies,  (to  which  the  counsel 
for  the  plaintiff  here  referred  us,)  and  wherein  the  author  states  that 
he  has  not  met  with  any  decision,  in  which  the  exception  has  been 
held  in  virtue  of  this  general  clause,  to  be  applicable  to  an  article  not 
specifically  named  in  the  policy.     See  Phil.^on  Ins.  p.  492. 

To  allow  an  inquiry  in  all  cases,  as  to  the  nature  of  articles  not 
enumerated,  would  certainly  have  a  tendency  to  add  to  the  difficul- 
ties which  ordinarily  occur  in  suits  on  contracts  of  insurance;  but  the 
apprehension  or  fear  of  that  evil  will  not  authorise  courts  of  justice 
peremptorily  to  debar  such  an  inquiry,  in  violation  of  well  established 
rules  fur  the  hiterpretation  of  contracts  in  general,  unless  it  be  clearly 
shown  that  those  of  insurance  form  an  exception. 

Being  of  opinion  that  the  judge  a  quo  erred  in  refusing  to  admit 
testimony  on  the  part  of  the  defendants,  to  show  that  flour  is  an 
article  perishable  in  its  own  nature;  because,  we  believe,  such  testi- 
mony to  be  generally  admissible,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  con- 
tract on  which  the  action  is  founded: 

It  is  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment  of  the 
disrict  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed.  And  it  is  further 
ordered,  &c.,  that  the  cause  be  remanded,  with  instructions  to  the 
court  below,  to  allow  the  defendant  to  prove  by  legal  testimony, 
whether  or  not  flour  be  an  article  perishable  in  its  own  nature;  and 
that  the  plaintiff  and  £tppellee  pay  the  costs  of  this  appeal. 

Carleton  and  Lockett^  for  appellee. 

GrymeSy  for  appellant. 
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EASTERN  DISTRICT,  JANUARY  TERM,  1827. 


Taylor  ».  Hollander.    V,  N.  S.  295. 

tn  tn  action  igainst  one  exeootor  of  an  eitate,  a  oo^xeeator  maj  be  ealled  as  a  whnem 

hj  the  plaintiC 
8o  if  be  baa  been  diaoharged  fhmi  bis  office  he  b  a  food  witness. 
If  an  execntor  who  bas  become  insolvent,  is  sued  in  the  court  of  probates  for  notes  and 

obligations  belonging  to  tbe  estate,  and  it  appears  he  has  transferred  them,  the  caose 
i  be  comnlated  with  the  proceedings  in  the  coiiMrso* 


COURT  of  Probates  of  New  Orleans. 

PoRTSR)  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  case  has  been  already  before  the  court,  and  was  remanded  for 
further  proceedings.    4  N.  S.  535. 

On  its  return  to  the  coart  of  probates,  an  examination  of  the  merits 
was  gone  into,  and  it  appearing  to  the  judge  below  that  the  notes  and 
other  specific  property  claimed  in  the  petition^hsul  been  alienated  and 
transferred  before  the  commencement  of  the  suit,  he  gave  judgment 
of  nonsuit  against  the  plaintiff,  and  from  that  judgment  this  appeal 
has  been  taken. 

Before  the  correctness  of  this  opinion  can  be  inquired  into,  it 
becomes  necessary  to  examine  the  propriety  of  a  decision  of  tbe 
iidge  a  quo  J  on  the  trial,  which  is  presented  to  our  consideration  by  a 
ill  of  exceptions. 

By  this  decision  the  judge  overruled  an  objection  taken  by  the  de- 
fendant, that  Shepherd,  one  of  the  executors  of  tbe  last  will  and  testa- 
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ment  of  Hannan,  was  not  a  competent  witness;  and  secondly,  that 
no  parol  evidence  could  be  given  to  show  in  what  capacity  the  defen- 
dant received  the  notes,  which  form  the  subject  of  the  present  contest, 
as  the  receipt  is  signed  by  him  in  his  individual  character,  without 
any  addition  thereto. 

Whether  Shepherd,  at  the  time  he  was  called  on  to  testify,  was,  as 
the  plaintiff  contends,  discharged  from  the  office  of  executor,  or  whe- 
ther he  still  continued  to  fulfil  its  duties,  it  appears  to  us  the  court 
below  did  not  err.  For,  in  the  first  hypothesis  he  had  no  interest  in 
the  event  of  the  suit;  and  in  the  second,  he  had  one  opposed  to  the 
party  calling  him,  as  executors  by  our  law  are  liable  in  solido,  unless 
the  testator  himself  has  divided  their  functions,  and  each  of  them  has 
confined  himself  to  the  duties  allotted  to  him.  Civil  Code,  243,  art. 
177. 

•  It  is  ialso  our  opinion,  that  the  judge  below  did  not  err  in  permitting 
parol  evidence  to  be  received  to  show  in  what  character  the  defen- 
dant had  got  these  notes  into  his  possession.  The  receipt  purports, 
that  they  were  received  by  the  defendant  on  account  of  the  estate  of 
Thomas  L.  Harman,  deceased.  The  documents  prove  that  at  the 
time  they  were  delivered  the  defendant  was  executor  of  this  estate. 
As  the  law  raises  a  presumption  that  he  took  them  in  the  only  capacity 
in  which  he  was  authorised  to  receive  them,  and  this  presumptioti 
was,  in  some  measure,  opposed  by  his  not  adding  the  term  executor 
to  the  receipt,  there  was  such  an  ambiguity  as  could  be  properly  re- 
moved by  parol  testimony;  the  only  effect  of  which  was  to  explain, 
and  not  to  contradict. 

•  On  the  merits,  however,  we  think  the  judge  decided  correctly  in 
favor  of  the  defendant.  The  evidence  showed  that  the  note  deliv- 
ered to  the  executor  had  already  been  passed  by  him,  and  was  no 
longer  in  his  power;  that  it  had  become  the  property  of  a  third  party. 
The  only  judgment,  then,  which  the  court  could  have  correctly  given, 
was  for  its  amount,  and  this,  after  the  defendant  had  failed,  could 
not  be  done  in  the  court  of  probates;  for  as  that  judgment  would  have 
jto  be  satisfied  out  of  the  moneys  in  the  hands  of  the  syndics,  the 
amount  due  must  be  settled  contradictorily  ^ith  the  other  creditors. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  court  of  probates  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 
Hennen  and  Grt/meSy  for  the  plaintiff. 
Fierce  and  Euslis,  for  the  defendant. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


550  SUPREME  COURT. 


Richards  v.  His  Creditors.    V,  N.  S.  JJ98. 

The  loM  of  credit  u  a  good  came  for  a  debtor  to  obtain  relief  by  a  ceeeion  of  hia  goods* 
Section  of  act  of  1817,  relative  to  production  of  books  of  insolveot,  commented  oo. 

FIRST  District. 

Mathbws,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

In  this  case  opposition  was  made  to  the  homologation  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, which  took  place  before  the  notary,  in  pursuance  of  an  order 
of  the  court  below;  founded  on  two  grounds. 

1.  That  the  insolvent  has  not  set  forth  any  losses. 

2.  That  he  has  not  presented  any  books  of  accounts. 

This  opposition  being  overruled  by  the  district  court,  the  opposing 
creditor  moved  for  a  new  trial,  and  having  failed  in  that  motbn,  took 
the  present  appeal. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  judgment  of  the  court  below  was  cor- 
rect in  setting  aside  the  opposition  of  the  appellant,  as  not  being  sup- 
portable on  the  grounds  by  him  assumed.  It  is  true  that  the  unfor- 
tunate debtor  in  his  petition,  alleges  no  loss  except  that  of  his  credit, 
or  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  his  mercantile  friends:  His  whole 
capital  seems  to  have  been  exclusively  his  credit  or  the  faith  which 
others  had  in  his  fidelity;  which,  although  very  unsubstantial,  has 
often  been  productive  of  great  gains,  and  is  certainly  considered  by 
merchants  as  a  very  important  means  of  operation. 

The  section  of  the  act  of  1817,  which  requires  an  insolvent  to 
present  his  books  of  accounts,  is  applicable  only  to  such  persons  as 
keep  books  of  that  kind,  and  who,  from  a  multiplicity  of  business, 
must,  of  necessity,  keep  them.  The  commercial  transactions  of  the 
plaintiff  in  the  present  case,  appear  to  have  been  so  limited,  that  they 
may  have  been  placed  in  a  fair  and  just  light  without  the  aid  of  books, 
or  any  great  exertion  of  memory. 

The  affidavit  of  the  opposing  creditor  in  support  of  his  motion  for 
a  new  trial,  as  based  on  the  discovery  of  new  evidence,  charges  on 
the  insolvent  a  crime  of  a  very  serious  nature.  It  contains  an  ac- 
cusation, which,  considered  solely  in  relation  to  the  offence  alleged, 
ought  not  lightly  to  be  made,  or  lightly  to  be  passed  over  when  made; 
being  nothing  less  than  an  accusation  of  forgery.  But  considered  in 
relation  to  the  opponent's  application  for  a  new  trial,  we  are  of  opinion 
that  it  is  entitled  to  little  weight.  The  facts  disclosed  in  the  affidavit, 
are  such  as  might  have  been  discovered  and  the  evidence  to  sustain 
them,  by  ordinary  diligence  on  the  part  of  the  appellant,  if  he  had 
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obeyed  the  summons  which  calle4  the  creditors  together;  and  exam- 
ined the  schedule  of  the  insolvent 

It  iSf  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Maybifij  for  the  plaintiff. 

Slrawbrictgej  for  the  defendant. 


Mathurin  v.  Livaudais.     V,  N.  S.  SOL 

A  bequest  to  a  master  of  a  slave,  of  a  sam  of  money  in  payment  of  die  slave,  is  not  a 
Jidei  commtffstfm,  and  therefore  prohibited  by  law. 

COURT  of  Probates  of  New  Orleans. 

PoRTBH,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  question  presented  for  decision  in  this  case  arises  under  the 
will  of  a  free  man  of  color,  who,  leaving  one  of  his  children  a  slave, 
made  the  following  disposition  of  a  part  of  his  property: — 
'  «  Camme  mon  fils  Narcisse  est  encore  esclavCf  et  que  je  disire 
coniribuer  a  lui  assurer  sa  libertiyje  donne  et  legite  a  son  maiire, 
Mr.  CAarks  Enoul  Dugue  Livaudaisy  une  somme  de  six^  cents 
piastres  J  a  la  charge  par  lui  de  considerer  ladite  somme  un  acompte 
9  valoir  sur  leprix  guHlpourra  exiger  de  mon  fils  NarcissCypour 
lui  donner  sa  Ubertt  en  bonne  forme.^^ 

"As  my  son  Narcisse  is  yet  a  dave,  and  as  I  wish  to  contribute  to 
his  emancipation,  I  give  as  a  legacy,  to  his  master  Mr.  Charles  Enoul 
Dugue  Livaudais,  a  sum  of  six  hundred  dollars,  on  the  condition  that 
the  said  sum  is  to  be  considered  by  him  as  so  much  on  account  of  the 

Erice  which  he  may  demand  from  my  son  Narcisse,  to  give  him  his 
berty  in  proper  foruL" 

This  disposition  is  attacked  by  a  son  of  the  testator  and  brother 
of  the  slave,  who  was  to  derive  a  benefit  from  the  legacy,  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  a  fidei  eommissum^  and  prohibited  by  law. 

This  is  one  of  the  harshest  demands,  and  the  most  revolting  to 
every  principle  of  equity  and  justice  that  has,  as  yet,  fallen  under  our 
consideration. 

Nor  do  we  think  it  supported  by  law.  Our  Code,  it  is  true,  declares 
that  substitutions  ^nd  fidei  commissa  are  abolished.  But  the  object 
of  this  change  in  our  Jurisprudence  was,  as  it  is  well  known,  to  pre- 
vent property  from  bemg  tied  up  for  a  length  of  time  in  the  bands  of 
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individuals,  and  placed  out  of  the  reach  of  commerce.  The  framers 
of  our  Code,  certainly  never  contemplated  to  abolish  naked  trusts, 
uncoupled  with  an  interest,  which  were  to  be  executed  immediately. 
If  they  had,  they  would  not  have  specially  provided  in  a  subsequent 
part  of  the  work  for  testamentary  executors,  described  their  dudes, 
and  recognised  the  validity  of  their  acts.  The  obligation  imposed  on 
the  legatee  by  the  will  of  the  testator  in  this  case,  cannot  be  distin- 
guished from  that  of  an  executor,  except  in  the  name;  and  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  court  to  look  to  things,  rather  than  to  the  words. 

But  the  question  does  not  require  to  be  decided  on  this  ground. 
By  another  provision  of  the  Code,  it  is  declared  that  slaves  cannot 
dispose  of  or  receive  by  donation  inier  vivos  or  mortis  causa j  unless 
they  have  been  previously  and  expressly  enfranchised  agreeably  to 
law.    Civil  Code,  S08,  art  5. 

Being  thus  made  incapable  of  receiving,  this  legacy  cannot  be  con- 
sidered as  a  fidei  commissum.  It  is  not  a  chaige  to  one  to  receive 
for,  and  render  to  another;  because  that  other  has  not  in  the  eye  of 
the  law  a  legal  existence:  until  the  slave  is  emancipated,  he  cannot 
demand  the  thing  bequeathed. 

•  It  may  be  objected  to  this  reasoning,  that  as  the  slave  has  a  l^al 
capacity  to  maintain  an  action  for  his  freedom,  he,  of  course,  could 
have  an  action  to  enforce  the  application  of  the  money  left  to  another 
to  purchase  his  freedom.  But  this  right  to  sue  for  freedom  is  an 
exception  from  the  general  rule,  and  fiir  from  supposing  any  legal 
capacity  to  own  or  receive  property  in  the  slave,  the  object  of  the  suit 
is  to  acquire  it. 

By  the  Roman  law,  a  bequest  of  the  kind  now  before  us,  was  con-* 
sidered  as  a  ^dei  commissum.  We  roust  Ruard,  however,  against 
adopting  and  applying  rules  of  that  jurisprudence  which  were  intro- 
duced for  the  purpose  of  giving  effect  to  last  wills  and  testaments  to 
cases,  where  under  new  statutory  provisions  these  rules  would  defeat 
the  will  of  the  testator.  This  distinction  has  been  taken  in  France, 
in  the  construction  of  that  article  of  the  Napoleon  Code  which  abolishes 
substitutions;  and  the  correctness  and  wisdom  of  it  is  placed  beyond 
doubt  by  the  decisions  of  their  courts,  and  the  able  ilevelopment 
given  of  the  reasons  for  introducing  such  a  distinction  by  their  jiuris- 
consults,  particularly  Merlin  &  Toullier.  The  last  mentioned  author 
states  that  it  is  the  spirit  of  their  law,  and  of  their  jurisprudence,  not  to 
annul  a  testamentary  disposition  made  under  the  Code,  except  it  ne- 
cessarily presents  a  substitution,  and  cannot  be  supported  and  inter- 
preted in  any  other  manner.  Nouveau  Repertoire j  verbo  Substitution^ 
fidei  commissaircj  sect.  8,  no.  7;  Toullier ^  5  N.  S.  lib.  3,  tit.  2, 
cap.  1,  no.  10 — 50. 

For  the  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  executor,  the  plaintiff  has  no 
claim.  The  amount  is  shown  to  be  less  than  the  sum  which  Rosette, 
one  of  the  children  deceased,  is  entitled  to  by  the  will. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  court  of  probates  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Derbigny^  for  the  defendant. 
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O'Brien  v.  Louisiana  State  Bank.     V,  N.  S.  305. 

The  teller  of  a  bank,  who  has  overpaid  a  check,  ii  a  good  witness  without  a  release. 

FIRST  District. 

Mabtin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

The  plaintiff  and  appellant  complains  that,  having  deposited  in  the 
defendant's  banking  house  a  sum  of  1400  dollars,  and  procured  from 
their  teller  a  corresponding  entry  in  his  bank  books,  they  now  refuse 
to  restore  it,  and  their  officer  fraudulently  struck  out  the  entry  and 
substituted  one  for  a  very  trifling  sum,  viz:  55  dollars. 

They  pleaded  the  general  issue,  and  averred  the  plaintiff  had 
deposited  the  latter  sum  only,  and  the  first  entry  was  made  through 
error  and  was  afterwards  corrected.  They  had  a  verdict  and  judg- 
ment, and  the  plaintiff  appealed. 

There  is  a  bill  of  exceptions  to  the  opinion  of  the  inferior  judge, 
admitting  the  testimony  of  the  teller*  It  is  urged  that  the  release 
the  defendants  gave  him  was  not  under  the  seal  of  the  bank,  and  that 
they  released  him  from  the  consequences  of  his  error,  but  not  of  his 
fraud. 

We  are  of  opinion  no  relief  was  necessary.  This  point  was  in- 
quired into  and  disposed  of  in  this  court  last  year,  in  Jordan  v.  White, 
4  N,  S.  340.  And  we  held  that  ^agents  and  servants  may  be  received 
as  witnesses,  for  their  principals  and  masters  without  a  release  of 
responsibility  for  apparent  misconduct  and  negligence,  and  where 
the  affairs  conducted  by  them  have  been  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
business.  Starkie,in  his  admirable  treatise  on  the  Law  of  Evidence, 
has  collected  all  the  English  authorities  on  this  head,  and  in  Metcalf's 
edition  of  that  work,  the  American  have  been  added^  2  Starkie  on 
Evidence,  753. 

The  testimony  fully  establishes  the  averred  mistake,  and  that 
another  customer  having  at  the  same  time  deposited  the  large  sum, 
the  smaller  was  entered  in  his  book,  and  the  larger  in  the  plaintiff's. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Hoffman f  for  the  plaintiff. 

Grymesy  for  the  defendants. 
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Caldwell  v.  Townsend.     V,  N.  S.  307. 

Whether  an  attorney  for  an  absent  debtor  can  confess  judgement    Quare. 
The  money  in  the  {rarnishee's  hands,  cannot  be  taken  from  him  before  final  judgment 
against  the  defendant  in  attachment 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

The  appeal  is  taken  in  this  case  from  a  decision  of  the  judge  a  quo 
on  a  rule  taken  by  the  plaintiff  on  the  garnishee,  to  show  cause  why 
judgment  should  not  be  rendered  against  the  defendant.  The  court 
was  of  opinion  that  the  garnishee  was  discharged  by  the  answer 
which  he  had  made  to  the  interrogatories  propounded  to  him.  The 
correctness  of  this  opinion,  and  the  propriety  of  the  judge  refusing 
the  plaintiff  permission  to  obtain  testimony  from  New  York,  to  prove 
that  there  were  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  garnishee,  have  been  both 
discussed  by  the  counsel,  but  we  do  not  find  it  necessary  to  go  into 
them;  for  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  cause  is  not  before  us  in  such  a 
way  as  to  authorise  us  to  do  so. 

The  garnishee  is  only  responsible  to  the  plaintiff  in  attachment, 
through  the  claim  which  he  has  enforced  to  judgment  against  the 
defendant  in  the  cause,  and  no  such  judgment  appears  on  record  in 
this  case. 

There  is  an  agreement  which  we  presume  was  intended  to  have 
the  effect  of  one,  in  the  following  words: — 

"It  is  agreed  in  this  case,  that  defendant's  counsel  shall  permit  the 
plaintiff  to  take  a  judgment  according  to  the  prayer  of  petitioner, 
upon  the  condition  that  the  plaintiff  will  consent  to  open  the  judgment 
again,  provided  the  defendant  so  wishes,  and  shall  desire  to  have  a 
regular  trial  of  the  case.  And  it  is  further  agreed  that  any  sum  of 
money,  in  which  the  garnishee  shall  be  adjudi^ed  to  be  indebted  to 
the  defendant;  shall  remain  deposited  in  court,  subject  to  any  judg- 
ment to  be  rendered  in  the  premises.,  either  by  consent  or  otherwise; 
and  that  said  sum  of  money  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  conditions 
above  specified." 

Admitting  that  an  attorney  of  an  absent  debtor  has  power,  under 
the  appointment  held  from  the  court,  to  confess  a  judgment  (which 
we  strongly  doubt)  there  is  nothing  in  the  agreement  just  set  out, 
which  can  authorise  the  plaintiff  to  take  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
debtors  of  the  defendant,  the  moneys  due  to  him.  It  is  not  the  judg- 
ment of  the  court,  but  an  agreement  that  the  plaintiffs  should  lake 
one,  and  jion  comtat  that  the  court  would  have  sanctioned  by  its 
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decree,  such  an  agreement  as  the  attorneys  of  the  parties  had  entered 
into.  Even  if  it  had,  the  judgment  would  not  have  been  final;  for 
it  expressly  stipulates  that  the  defendant  shall  hereafter  have  a  regu- 
lar trial  on  the  merits,  if  he  requires  it. 

On  every  point  of  view  in  which  we  can  consider  the  cause,  the 
appeal  must  be  dismissed,  with  costs. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  court  below  be  affirmed. 

Maybirij  for  the  plaintiff 

Conrad^  for  the  defendant. 

GrymeSy  for  the  garnishee. 


United  States  Bank  v.  Johnson.     V,  N.  S.  310. 

The  cashier  of  a  bank  who  overpaid  a  check,  ia  a  good  witness  without  a  release,  and  so, 
universally  of  agents,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  their  employment. 

FIRST  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  only  question  which  this  case  presents,  arises  out  of  a  bill  of 
exceptions  takerf  on  the  trial  in  the  Court  of  the  first  instance. 

The  plaintiffs  offered  one  of  their  clerks  as  a  witness  to  prove  that 
a  check,  which  was  drawn  for  876  dollars,  29  cents,  had  been  over- 
paid 1000  dollars,  in  consequence  of  the  amount  in  figures  being 
1876  dollars,  29  cents;  instead  of  876  dollars,  29  cents,  the  sum  in 
which  it  was  filled  up  in  the  body  of  the  check. 

The  competency  of  this  witness  has  been  contested  in  the  argu- 
ment, and  though  the  question  has  been  considered  as  settled  by 
several  decisions  in  this  court,  which  cannot  in  principle  be  distin- 
guished from  that  now  before  us,  we  have  been  induced  to  review 
them,  in  consequence  of  an  authority  produced  by  the  defendant's 
counsel  from  a  late  work  on  evidence  by  Starkie,  which  enjoys,  as  it 
merits,  a  high  reputation  with  the  profession. 

In  the  case  of  Butler  v.  De  Hart,  this  court  was  of  opinion,  that  in 
an  action  for  the  non-delivery  of  cotton,  the  consignee  was  a  good 
witness.     1  A''.  S.  185. 

In  that  of  Robertson  v.  Nott,  we  decided  that  an  agent  through 
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whom  a  negotiation  had  been  carried  on  between  the  plaintiff  and 
defendant)  was  competent  to  testify  for  the  former.    2  N.  S.  122. 

The  same  question  arose  in  the  case  of  Pratt  t;.  Flower  ei  aL  A 
witness  who  had  been  intrusted  with  a  note,  and  had  received  instruc- 
tions to  hand  it  over,  was  admitted  to  prove  that  he  had  complied 
with  these  instructions.     Ibid.  334. 

So  in  the  case  of  Jordan  v.  White,  it  was  held,  that  the  mate  of  a 
vessel  was  a  good  witness  in  an  action  against  the  owners  by  the 
master,  to  prove  or  disprove  negligence  imputed  to  the  latter.  4  N. 
S.  335. 

The  decisions  were  all  made  on  a  principle  understood  to  be  clearly 
settled  in  that  jurisprudence  from  which  we  have  taken  our  rides 
of  evidence,  that  agents  and  servants  were  competent  witnesses, 
although  the  regularity  and  correctness  of  their  conduct  were  involved 
in  the  transaction  on  which  they  were  called  to  give  their  testimony. 

Phillips,  in  his  treatise  on  Evidence,  states  ^^  it  may  be  laid  down  as 
a  general  rule,  that  executors  in  trust,  trustees  and  agents,  are  not 
incompetent  merely  on  the  ground  of  their  liability  to  action."  Phil- 
lips on  Ev.,  ed.  1820,  42. 

Again.  «<  On  the  same  principle  of  convenience,  it  is  the  common 
practice  to  admit  servants  and  agents  without  a  release,  to  prove  the 
payment  or  receipt  of  money,  or  the  delivery  of  goods  on  behalf  of 
their  masters  or  principal,  though  their  evidence  tends  to  disdiarge 
themselves.*'    Ibid.  100. 

For  this  doctrine  a  great  variety  of  authorities  are  cited,  drawn  from 
as  high  a  source,  as  any  known  to  the  laws  of  the  coimtry  on  which 
he  writes. 

To  the  same  effect  is  Starkie,  whose  work  is  relied  on  to  show  the 
incompetency  of  the  witness. 

He  states  ^  upon  the  ground  that  (of  necessity  and  public  conve- 
nience) it  is  the  constant  course  to  admit  the  servant  of  a  tradesman 
to  prove  the  delivery  of  goods,  and  the  payment  of  money,  without 
any  release  from  the  master." 

**  So  it  has  been  held  that  an  apprentice  is  a  competent  witness  to 
prove  that  money  has  been  overpaid  by  his  master."  So  in  an 
action  against  a  carrier  for  not  delivering  a  parcel,  his  servant  was 
held  to  be  competent  to  prove  the  delivery.  And  in  an  action  by  the 
party  robbed  against  the  hundred,  he  is  a  competent  witnesses  to  the 
fact  of  the  robbery,  although  he  is  not  only  interested,  but  the  plaintiff 
in  the  suit."     Starkie  on  Evidence,  part  4, 754. 

In  a  subsequent  part  of  his  work,  he  lays  down  the  same  rule  in 
treating  of  agents,  and  cites  as  an  example  the  case  which  is  now 
before  the  court,  namely,  that  of  a  servant  paying  money  for  his 
master.    Ibid.  76S. 

These  doctrines  have  been  received  and  acted  on  to  their  fullest 
extent,  in  those  states  of  the  Union,  where  it  is  understood  the  science 
of  jurisprudence  has  been  cultivated  with  the  most  success;  namely, 
in  Massachusetu,  Pennsylvania  and  New  York.  1 1  Mass.  Rep.  242; 
2  Johns.  Rep.  189;  5  Ibid.  256;  1  Dallas,  241;  3  Serg.  k  Rawle,  20. 
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Had  this  court  been  called  to  establish  the  rule  instead  of  applying 
it,  we  should  have  hesitated  much  in  adopting  that  which  we  have 
found  in  the  books.  The  reasons  of  necessity  and  public  convenience, 
which  are  stated  as  the  ground  for  it,  do  not  seem  to  us  to  have  that 
weight,  which  others  attach  to  them.  For  we  cannot  see  what  diffi- 
culty there  would  have  been  in  all  cases  for  the  master  or  principal 
to  have  given  a  release,  and  thus  have  placed  the  witness  without  any 
interest  in  the  cause.  But  we  did  not  feel  that,  on  that  consideration 
alone,  we  would  have  been  justified  in  setting  aside  a  rule  so  long 
settled,  and  so  generally  adopted 

We  now  proceed  to  notice  that  part  of  the  work  of  Starkie  on 
which  the  appellant  relies.  In  the  text,  after  stating  the  rule  that 
agents  are  admissible  on  the  score  of  necessity,  he  adds, "  but  although 
an  agent  who  actually  executed  the  business  of  his  principal  is,  it 
seems,  in  all  cases,  competent  to  prove  that  he  acted  according  to  the 
directions  of  his  principal,  on  the  ground  of  necessity,  and  because 
the  principal  can  never  maintain  an  action  against  his  agent,  for  act- 
ing according  to  his  own  directions  whatever  may  be  the  result  of 
the  cause.  Yet,  if  the  case  depends  on  the  question,  whether  the 
agent  has  been  guihy  of  some  tortious  act,  or  negligence,  in  the 
course  of  executing  the  orders  of  his  principal,  and  in  respect  to 
which  he  would  be  liable  even  to  the  principal  if  he  failed,  the  agent 
is  not  competent  without  a  release."     3  Starkie,  1731. 

If  the  grounds  on  which  this  author  states  the  exception  rests  be 
correct,  the  rule  itself  is  destroyed — they  cannot  stand  together. 

The  rule  is,  that  agents  and  servants,  though  interested,  are  ad- 
mitted as  witnesses  ex  necessitate^  and  from  motives  of  public  con- 
venience. 

The  exception  is,  that  they  are  not  so  when  interested,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  being  liable  over  to  the  party  who  calls  them,  in  case 
he  fails  in  the  action. 

If  the  reason  given  by  the  author  for  the  rule,  was  correct,  the 
distinction  which  he  takes  might  be  admitted. 

That  reason  is  stated  to  be,  that  where  the  agent  or  servant,  acts 
according  to  the  directions  of  his  principal,  the  former  can  never  be 
responsible  to  the  latter  in  an  action. 

But  this  reason  is  most  clearly  not  that  on  which  the  rule  rests. 
In  the  case  of  an  agent  called  on  to  prove  that  he  acted  according  to 
the  instructions  he  received,  the  argument  assumes  every  thing  that 
is  disputed;  the  compliance  with  instructions  being  the  very  fact 
which  the  witness  is  called  on  to  establish,  and  the  non-establishing 
of  which  would  most  clearly  render  him  liable  over  to  those  who 
employed  him. 

'ITie  cases  most  frequently  given  in  support  of  the  general  rule, 
are,  money  intrusted  to  an  agent  or  servant  to  be  paid  to  another,  or 
goods  delivered  to  a  carrier  to  be  handed  over  to  a  third  person. 
Now  we  cannot  distinguish  these  cases  on  the  score  of  liability  of  the 
witness,  from  that  before  the  court.    In  them,  the  fact  at  issue  being 
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the  delivery  of  the  goods  or  the  money,  it  is  clear,  that  if  the  agents 
or  carriers  failed  to  establish  that  the  thing  confided  to  them  had 
been  delivered,  they  would  be  responsible  to  the  principal,  and  that 
in  proving  they  did  they  destroyed  the  responsibility.  .  So  here  the 
witness,  in  proving  that  the  money  was  paid  to  the  defendant,  may 
throw  the  liability  off  himself.  The  cases  cannot  be  distinguished, 
except  that  in  the  latter  his  interest  is  not  so  great,  as  will  be  here- 
after shown. 

If  the  witness,  in  the  instance  before  us,  had  been  sent  by  the  bank 
with  a  sum  of  money  to  make  a  payment,  and  the  fact  of  his  having 
done  so  was  afterwards  contested,  he  would  present  the  very  case 
which  b  invariably  given  as  an  illustration  of  the  rule,  and  be  would 
be  competent  to  prove  that  he  had  delivered  it;  and  yet  in  that  case, 
be  would  be  as  responsible  to  the  bank  in  case  he  failed  to  show 
that  he  had  discharged  faithftilly  the  trust  committed  to  him,  as  he 
would  in  the  action  before  tis,  if  he  failed  to  prove  that  he  had  com- 
mitted an  error,  and  paid  through  mistake,  a  part  of  the  fimds  with 
which  he  was  intrusted,  to  the  defendant. 

Nay,  he  would  be  more  so;  for,  in  proving  that  he  committed  an 
error,  he  would  establish  his  liability  to  the  bank,  in  case  of  the  in- 
solvency of  the  defendant. 

The  distinction,  then,  which  this  author  makes  on  the  ground  of 
liability,  is  on  principle,  entirely  without  foundation — it  is  equally 
unsupported  by  authority.  It  has  been  expressly  decided,  that,  where 
a  carrier  who  was  directed  to  deliver  money  to  A,  delivered  it  by 
mistake  to  B,  in  an  action  by  the  owner  against  B,  the  carrier  is  a 
competent  witness  without  a  release.  3  Campbell,  144;  BuUer's  N. 
P.  289. 

The  authorities  quoted  in  support  of  the  doctrine  which  we  have 
just  examined,  do  not  support  the  writer.  They  are  all  cases  which 
arose  on  the  negligence  or  tortious  acts  of  servants,  in  driving  car- 
riages, and  they  turn  on  a  principle  already  recognised  by^  this  court, 
that  where  the  act  of  the  servant  has  been  out  of  the  ordmary  course 
of  his  employment  or  a  mere  breach  of  duty,  he  is  not  a  competent 
witness  without  a  release.  Phillips  on  Evidence,  100;  4  Term.  Rep. 
590;  4  N.  S.  340. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  he  affirmed,  with  costs. 

LivermorCj  for  the  plaintiff. 

Carleion  and  Lockeitj  for  the  defendant. 
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A  new  trial  may  be  prayed  for,  afler  three  days,  if  the  jadgment  be  not  signed. 
If  a  party  it  bound  to  furnish  an  account^  his  adversary  may  use  that  part  of  it  which  ia 
a^inst  him,  without  being  compelled  to  admit  the  items  in  it  that  arc  in  his  favor. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

In  this  suit  the  plaintiff  claims  from  the  defendant  381  dollars  and 
43  cents,  on  account  of  corn  and  oats,  which  he  alleges  was  received 
by  the  latter  from  him  as  a  part  of  a  common  stock  of  such  articles, 
which  was  to  have  been  furnished  mutually  by  the  parties  to  the 
present  action;  and  to  have  been  sold  by  the  defendant  for  their  joint 
benefit  and  interest.  It  is  alleged  in  the  petition,  that  he  entirely 
failed  to  furnish  anything  to  the  stock,  which  was  to  have  been  com- 
mon; and  the  pleadings  of  the  cause  end  in  causing  accounts  to  be 
submitted  by  both  parties.  On  which,  and  the  evidence  in  their  sup- 
port, the  court  below  rendered  judgment  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff,  for 
51  dollars  and  26  cents;  from  which  the  defendant  appealed. 

Previous  to  taking  the  appeal,  an  application  was  made  by  the 
applicant  to  the  parish  court  for  a  new  trial,  which  w^s  refused  on 
the  ground  of  not  having  been  made  prior  to  the  expiration  of  the 
lime  allowed  by  law. 

The  record  shows  that  a  new  trial  was  not  asked,  until  three  days 
after  judgment  had  been  entered  upon  the  minutes  of  the  court;  but 
it  was  moved  for  before  the  judgment  was  signed  by  the  judge.  Ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  the  Code  of  Practice,  three  judicial  days 
appear  to  have  been  intended  as  the  time  allowed  after  final  judg- 
ment rendered,  to  move  for  a  new  trial.     See  Art.  546  and  558. 

If  no  application  be  made  for  a  new  trial  within  that  period,  and 
the  judgment  be  signed  in  pursuance  of  the  Art.  546,  it  could  not 
afterwards  be  legally  made.  But  the  question  which  arises  on  the 
state  of  the  present  case,  is  whether  this  limitation  of  time  be  a  bar  to 
any  motion  made  for  a  new  trial  when  the  judgment  is  not  actually 
signed.  A  case  occurred  analogous,  if  not  similar,  to  that  now  under 
consideration,  soon  after  the  organisation  of  this  court,  in  which  it 
became  necessary  to  give  an  interpretation  to  the  section  of  act  of 
1813,  which  related  to  the  manner  of  making  a  statement  of  facts. 
The  opinion  therein  expressed  by  the  court,  recognised  the  right  to 
make  such  statement  at  any  time  before  the  actual  signing  of  the 
judgment.    See  T.  R.  p.  201.    A  judgment,  though  entered  on  the 
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minutes  of  the  court,  cannot  be  considered  as  fully  complete  and  effi- 
cacious until  it  receives  the  signature  of  the  judge,  because  this  is 
required  by  law;  and  until  it  be  thus  completed,  we  are  unable  to  see 
any  good  reason  why  it  should  not  be  open  to  a  revision.  Certainly 
none  better  or  stronger  can  be  stated,  than  might  fairly  be  urged 
against  the  statement  of  facts  made  after  the  lime  of  rendering  judg- 
ment, but  before  its  signature. 

This  view  of  thecause  shows  evidently  that  we  differ  in  opinion 
with  the  judge  a  giio,  as  to  the  reasoning  which  influenced  him  in 
rejecting  the  application  of  the  defendant  for  a  new  trial.  But  as  the 
record  contains  all  the  grounds  on  which  such  application  seems  to 
have  been  based,  we  must  proceed  to  examine  their  soundness  and 
sufliciency  to  support  the  pretensions  of  the  applicant. 

The  principal,  if  not  the  only,  objection  made  to  the  correctness  of 
the  judgment  of  the  parish  court,  is  the  rejection  of  250  dollars, 
claimed  by  the  appellant,  as  having  been  by  him  brought  into  the 
partnership,  and  by  which  the  common  stock  or  capital  was  increased 
to  that  amount  in  addition  to  the  616  dollars  furnished  by  the  appel- 
lee. In  support  of  this  item  of  250  dollars  as  charged  in  the  account 
rendered  by  the  defendant,  no  evidence  was  offered  on  the  trial  of  the 
case  in  the  court  below.  But  it  is  now  contended,  that  as  the  court 
made  this  account  the  basis  of  its  judgment,  it  ought  to  have  been 
admitted  in  toto.  To  this  proposition  on  the  part  of  the  appellant, 
we  cannot  assent.  It  is  certaitily  a  sound  general  rule  in  relation  to 
evidence,  to  be  admitted  on  record  in  courts  of  justice,  that  a  party  to 
a  suit  cannot  create  testimony  exclusively  favorable  to  himself.  It 
is  difficult  to  imagine  any  circumstances  in  cases  of  open  accounts, 
where  one  of  the  parties  is  legally  bound  to  account  to  the  other  for 
the  management  and  conduct  of  affairs  in  which  the  latter  is  solely 
interested,  or  in  which  both  may  he  jointly,  of  sufficient  force  to  form 
an  exception  to  the  general  rule  above  stated.  We  are,  however, 
decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  present  cause  is  not  so  circumstanced, 
as  to  tolerate  the  slightest  deviation  from  the  rule.  The  item  of  250 
dollars,  standing  wholly  without  support,  either  from  evidence  or  ju- 
dicial confession,  was  properly  excluded  from  the  account  rendered 
by  the  defendant  in  giving  judgment;  and  the  court  below  decided 
correctly  in  basing  its  decision  on  the  capital  furnished  by  the  plain- 
tiff alone,  and  the  trading  operations  which  took  place  on  it,  being 
the  only  matters  admitted  by  both  parties  to  the  suit.  As  the  appel- 
lant was  legally  bound  to  prove  the  item  of  250  dollars,  claimed  by 
him  as  a  credit,  on  the  trial  of  the  cause  in  the  parish  court,  a  new 
trial  ought  not  to  be  granted,  unless  upon  the  ground  of  a  discovery 
of  evidence  subsequent  to  the  trial,  &c.  That  lie  had  made  such 
discovery,  the  record  furnishes  no  evidence.  From  the  principles 
assumed  in  this  decision,  it  is  readily  perceived  that  the  present  case 
differs  essentially  from  that  of  Wakeman,  Ass.  of  Foot,  v.  Marquand 
&  Paulding,  recently  adjudged.  In  that,  the  party  who  introduced 
the  account,  which  the  other  wished  to  take  advantage  of  to  his  pre- 
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judice,  was  not  bound  to  render  any  account,  and  if  admitted  at  all  sis 
evidence,  was  properly  received  in  its  totality. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  parish  court  be  afEirmed,  with  costs. 

Locketiy  for  the  plaintiff. 

Preston,  for  the  defendant. 


Poignand  v.  Livermore.     V,  N.  S.  324. 

Proof  of  the  dissolution  of  a  partnership  need  not  be  in  writing. 

An  authority  to  a  partner  to  settle  the  affairs  of  the  partnership,  does  not  authorise  him 
to  endorse  notes  belonging  to  it 

FIRST  District. 

Poster,  J,,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

This  is  an  action  against  the  owner  of  a  steamboat,  for  money 
advanced  to  the  clerk  to  pay  the  wages  of  the  crew,  and  to  purchase 
necessaries  for  her.  The  general  issue  was  pleaded:  the  court  below 
gave  judgment  for  the  plaintiff,  and  the  defendant  appealed. 

The  petition  set  out  two  demands;  one  of  them  has  been  aban- 
doned: the  other  is  evidenced  by  a  note  in  the  following  words: — 

Louisville  J  Aug.  25y  1821. 

8300.  Three  days  after  date,  I  promise  to  pay  to  the  order  of 
Wm.  F.  Peterson  &  Co.,  three  hundred  dollars,  for  value  received,  on 
account  of  steamboat  James  Ross  and  owners. 

(Signed)  Geo.  F.  Bartlett. 

The  note  is  endorsed,  "Pay  to  D.  R.  Poignand,  or  order.  Israel 
Munroe,  agent  and  assignee  of  the  late  firm  of  Wm.  F.  Peterson 
&Co." 

The  first  objection  made  to  the  plaintiff's  right  of  recovery  is,  that 
there  is  not  proof  the  note  was  endorsed  to  him  by  the  payees. 

One  witness  swears  that  by  the  public  papers  he  has  seen  a  dis- 
solution of  the  firm  of  Wm.  F.  Peterson  &  Co.  but  does  not  recol- 
lect the  date. 

Another  declares  that  the  partnership  was  dissolved  at  Louisville, 
on  the  2d  October,  1823,  and  all  the  concerns  of  the  firm  were  placed 
in  the  hands  of  Israel  Munroe,  to  close  the  concerns  of  the  firm. 

A  third  states  that  the  firm  is  dissolved,  and  that  Munroe  is  the 
acting  partner. 
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It  is  objected  that  the  proof  of  the  dissolution  and  agency  shoald 
be  made  by  written,  not  by  parol  evidence. 

This  argument  assumes  that  all  partnerships  are  entered  into  in 
consequence  of  agreements  reduced  to  writing,  which  we  believe  is 
not  the  fact,  nor  is  it  necessary  to  their  validity.  If  entered  into  ver- 
bally, they  may  be  dissolved  in  the  same  manner.  No  evidence  has 
been  adduced  that  the  contract  of  this  partnership  was  reduced  to 
writing,  or  that  it  was  dissolved  in  that  way.  The  parol  evidence 
was  therefore  properly  admitted. 

The  same  observations  apply  to  the  authority  of  the  agent  not  being 
proved  in  writing. 

But  whether  the  authority  which,  the  evidence  shows,  was  given 
to  the  acting  partner,  enabled  him  to  endorse  bills  or  notes  belonging 
to  the  firm,  is  a  question  equally  important  in  settling  the  legal  rights 
of  the  parties.  The  pleadings  and  evidence  show  (hat  the  note  was 
endorsed  after  the  dissolution  of  the  firm  by  the  acting  partner,  who 
was  authorised  to  close  its  concerns,  and  that  this  endorsement  was 
made  in  the  state  of  Kentucky.  The  testimony  also  shows,  that  the 
assignment  was  made  to  cover  a  claim  against  the  firm. 

Whether  we  take  the  system  of  law  which  prevails  in  the  country 
where  this  contract  was  entered  into,  or  follow  on  our  own  as  a  guide, 
no  authority  has  been  shown  in  the  acting  partner  to  endorse  the  note 
sued  on;  and  consequently  the  plaintiff  has  not  proved  that  the  right 
of  the  payees  is  vested  in  him.  By  our  law,  a  general  power  to  settle 
the  affairs  of  a  partnership,  would  not  authorise  the  partner  to  endorse 
notes  which  belonged  to  it.  The  mandate  to  endorse  must,  in  the 
language  of  our  Code,  be  express  and  special.  It  is  equally  clear 
that,  at  common  law,  an  authority  given  to  one  partner  to  settle  the 
affairs  of  a  firm  which  is  dissolved,  does  not  empower  him  to  endorse 
bills  or  promissory  notes,  even  though,  as  in  the  present  case,  they 
existed  prior  to  the  dissolution,  and  were  transferred  for  the  purpose 
of  liquidating  the  partnership  debts.  Civil  Code,  29,  66;  Watson  on 
Part.  212;  1  Henry  Black.  155;  3  Esp.  lOS;  4  Johnson,  224. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed.  And  that 
there  be  judgment  for  the  defendant  as  in  case  of  nonsuit,  with  costs 
in  both  courts. 

fVhitteheyj  for  the  plaintiff. 

Defendant  in  person. 
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When  the  record  enables  the  court  to  act  on  the  merits,  their  attention  may  be  drawn, 

without  a  formal  assignment,  to  any  error  in  the  proceedings,  a(ler  ten  days  have 

expired  from  the  61ing  of  the  record. 
A  bank  may  be  sued  by  one  of  the  stockholders,  for  his  dividend,  before  the  charter  has 

expired. 
The  authority  of  the  attorney  general  to  prosecute  or  defend  any  suit  in  which  the  state 

is  concerned,  results  from  his  office,  and  is  expressly  given  by  statute. 
Although  the  charter  constitutes  the  board  of  directors  judges  of  what  dividend  they 

should  order,  yet,  if  in  the  exercise  of  that  or  any  other  power  confided  to  them,  they 

abuse  it,  courts  of  justice  will  control  them. 
The  profits  made  by  the  Louisiana  Bank,  on  the  sale  of  the  state  bonds  are  to  be  divided 

like  any  other  profits,  made  by  it  in  ordinary  transactions. 
The  object  for  establishing  a  bank  with  corporate  powers,  is  not  merely  the  division  of 

profits  among  its  members. 
The  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Louisiana,  in  selling  the  bonds  of  the  state,  had  a  right  to 

pledge  the  faith  of  the  institution  that  tiie  profits  arising  from  the  sale  should  not  be 

divided  until  payment  was  made  by  the  state  of  her  bonds  to  that  amount,  and  the 

contract  b  binding  on  the  state. 

FIRST  District 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  attorney-general  alleged  that  the  state,  in  pursuance  of  the 
charter  of  the  bank,  delivered  it  her  bonds  for  2,400,000  dollars,  in 
paynaent  of  her  subscription  of  2,000,000  dollars  to  the  stock;  or,  at 
the  rate  of  100  dollars  in  her  bonds  for  83  dollars  33§  cents  of  stock; 
and  in  compliance  with  a  provision  of  the  charter  the  bank  sold,  on 
their  own  account,  these  bonds  for  a  profit  of  321,822  dollars  33  cents, 
before  they  went  into  operation.  The  subscription  of  the  state  of 
2,000,000  being,  at  that  time  paid  in  full,  while  the  other  stock- 
holders, altogether,  had  paid  but  138,840  dollars  on  theirs. ,  So  that 
the  state  was  entitled  to  300,731  dollars  66  cents,  as  her  share  of 
these  profits. 

That  by  the  charter  a  sinking  fund  was  constituted  for  the  state,  • 
to  be  administered  by  her  treasurer  and  the  president  and  cashier  of 
the  bank,  for  the  redemption  of  her  bonds;  and  the  said  treasurer, 
president  and  cashier,  were  directed  by  a  resolution  of  the  legislature 
to  demand  that  the  portion  of  the  state  in  the  profits  so  made  by  the 
sale  of  her  bonds,  should  be  placed  under  their  direction,  to  be  by 
them  applied  to  the  purposes  lor  which  the  sinking  fund  was  estab- 
lished; and  they  were  instructed  on  the  refusal  of  the  bank  to  inform 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


564  SUPREME  COURT. 

[Tbe  State  e.  The  Bank  of  LouiiitiM.] 

the  attorney-generaly  whose  duty  it  was  made  to  take  legal  measures 
for  enforcing  the  demand. 

The  petition  concludes  with  an  averment  of  the  demand  and  refusal, 
and  a  prayer  for  judgment  against  the  bank;  and  that  the  money  be 
placed  under  the  direction  of  the  administrators  of  the  sinking  fund. 

The  answer  admits  the  subscription  of  the  state,  and  the  delivery 
of  the  bonds,  as  alleged. 

It  avers  the  bonds  were  made  payable  to  the  President,  Directors 
and  Company  of  the  bank,  their  successors  or  assigns;  and  the  mode 
of  assignment  prescribed  by  the  charter,  was  the  endorsement  of  the 
president  and  cashier.  The  bank  was  authorised  to  contract  for  the 
semi-annual  interest  accruing  on  the  bonds,  at  such  place  as  the 
president  and  directors  might  deem  expedient;  but  it  was  provided, 
that  any  charge  or  expense,  consequent  on  the  payment  of  such 
interest  any  where  but  at  New  Orleans,  should  be  defrayed  out  of  the 
funds  of  the  bank. 

It  next  avers,  that  the  bank  entered  into  a  contract,  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  with  Thomas  Wilson  &  Co.  of  London,  for  the  sale  of  the 
bonds,  and  accordingly  assigned  them;  and  by  their  endorsement  the 
bank  bound  themselves  for  the  discharge  of  the  principal,  and  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest,  at  the  exchange  of  four  shillings  and  sixpence 
sterling,  per  dollar,  at  the  counting  house  of  the  purchasers,  in  London, 
and  at  the  risk  and  expense  of  the  bank;  paying  to  the  said  Thomas 
Wilson  &  Co.  a  commission  of  one  half  of  one  per  cent  for  receiving 
and  paying  such  interest 

It  is  further  alleged,  that  previous  to  this  contract,  at  a  board  of 
directors  of  the  bank,  twelve  of  them  being  present,  it  was 

<^  Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  the  board,  that  no  sum  of  money 
which  may  be  obtained  by  the  sale  of  the  bonds  of  the  state,  belonging 
to  this  corporation  above  the  price  of  83i  per  cent  and  not  exceeding 
one  hundred,  can  justly  be  divided  as  pronts,  except  in  proportion  as 
the  dividends  on  the  stock  held  by  the  state  in  the  bank  shall  have 
lefl  a  surplus,  after  paying  the  semi-annual  interests,  to  be  applied  to 
the  payment  of  the  bonds,  and  the  amount  of  400,000  dollars  shall 
have  been  rendered. 

"Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  bank  be  authorised  to  eom- 
municate  the  foregoing  resolution  to  such  persons  as  may  make  pro- 
posals for  the  purchase  of  the  bonds,  and  to  pledge  the  faith  of  this 
corporation  not  to  make  any  dividend  contrary  thereto.*' 

The  answer  sets  forth,  that  these  resolutions  were  made  known  to 
the  purchasers,  at  whose  special  request,  they  were  inserted  at  length 
in  the  agreement  for  the  sale  of  the  bonds,  and  that,  at  the  tinoe  of 
the  passage  of  these  resolutions,  and  that  of  the  sale,  the  whole  number 
of  shares  of  the  capital  of  the  bank,  subscribed  by  other  stockholders 
than  the  state,  was  6942, leaving  to  be  subscribed  13,058  shares;  aiKl 
the  adoption  of  these  resolutions  was  indispensably  necessary  in  order 
to  insure  the  sale  of  the  bonds  of  the  state  and  the  subscription  of 
the  remaining  part  of  the  stock,  which  was  afterwards  wholly  taken 
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on  the  faith  of  these  resolutionSy  and  which,  with  that  previously 
subscribed  for,  is  bound  for  the  discharge  of  the  bonds  of  the  state, 
asd  the  pa3rnient  of  the  interest,  according  to  the  contract. 

The  answer  concludes  with  an  averment,  that  although  a  profit 
may  hereafter  appear  to  have  been  made,  yet  it  is  impossible  for  the 
directors  to  say  that  any  has,  or  i(  any,  to  what  amount,  inasmuch 
as  this  will  depend  on  the  rate  of  exchange  in  London,  during  a  long 
series  of  years,  and  the  profits  made  by  the  bank  on  its  ordinary  opera- 
tions— that  the  board  has  ever  made  such  semi-annual  dividends  of 
the  profits  of  the  bank,  as  to  them  appeared  advisable. 

The  state  had  judgment,  and  the  bank  appealed. 

The  documents  accompanying  the  record,  are: 

1.  The  6ale  of  the  bonds  of  the  state  by  the  bank,  to  Thomas 
Wilson  &  Co.  It  purports  to  have  been  made  with  reference  to  the 
resolutions  of  the  board,  stated  in  the  answer. 

2.  A  lesolotion  of  the  legislature,  by  which  the  directors  of  the 
bank  appointed  by  the  state,  are  required  to  remonstrate  against  any 
further  reservation  being  made  of  the  surplus  profits  of  the  bank, 
greater  than  prudence  may  render  necessary,  and  the  necessities  of 
the  state;  and  the  president  and  cashier  of  the  bank,  appointed  by 
the  charter  administrators  of  the  sinking  fund,  are  directed  to  demand 
firom  the  board  that  the  share  of  the  profits  made  by  the  sale  of  the 
bonds,  to  which  the  state  would  have  been  entitled  if  such  profits 
had  been  <]ivided  among  the  stockholders,  at  the  time  the  bank  oom- 
menoed  its  regular  operations,  in  proportion  to  their  respective  amount 
of  stock  paid  for,  be  placed  under  their  administration  to  be  applied 
to  the  purposes  for  which  the  sinking  fund  was  established;  and  if 
the  demand  be  not  complied  with,  within  thirty  days,  they  are 
directed  to  make  a  report  to  the  attorney  general,  who  is  required  to 
take  such  legal  measures  to  enforce  the  demand,  as  he  may  deem 
pnraper« 

8.  A  resobvtion  of  the  board,  setting  forth  (on  the  demand)  that 
the  surplus  funds  of  the  bank  are  no  greater  than  is  necessary  for  the 
ppoteetioQ  and  safety  of  the  bank;  nor  (after  deducting  the  amount 
reserved,  at  the  last  semi-annual  dividend,  to  cover  the  loss  that  may 
probably  aocrue  to  the  bank  from  the  late  failures)  than  ought  to  be 
retained  by  a  provident  administration,  acting  in  accordance  with 
strict  banking  principles,  and  concluding  with  the  expression  of  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  the  board;  that  the  directors  having  already 
divided  sudi  a  portion  of  the  profits  of  the  bank  as  to  them  seemed 
advisable,  it  was  considered  inexpedient  to  comply  with  the  de- 
mamd. 

4w  A  letter  firom  die  cashier  to  the  attorney  general,  in  answer  to 
one  of  the  latter,  informing  him  that  when  the  bank  went  into  opera- 
tion, the  amount  of  cash  received  was  35,640  dollars,  and  of  notes 
endorsed,  103,200  dollars.  The  capital  paid  before  the  first  dividend 
was  2,000,000  dollars,  by  the  state,  and  395,660  dollars,  by  other 
itockholders,  before  the  bank  went  into  operation;  and  between  that 
Vol.  IIL— 48 
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period  and  the  dividend  132,900  dollars,  were  paid  by  individual 
stockholders. 

5.  The  report  of  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund,  to  the  at- 
torney general. 

6.  A  general  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank,  on  the  23d  of 
January,  1826. 

7.  A  statement  of  the  moneys  remitted  to  Thomas  Wilson  &  Co. 
for  the  interest  due  on  the  bonds,  from  November  1, 1824,  to  July  1, 

1825,  amounting  to  80,000  dollars;  from  the  last  date  to  January  I, 

1826,  60,000  dollars«and  like  sums  to  July  1,  and  to  January  1, 1827; 
in  all,  260,000  dollars,  premium  19,047  dollars,  66  cents,  the  com- 
mission on  four  instalments,  1^00  dollars;  postage  677  dollars.  These 
charges  amounting  to  20,404  dollars,  53  cents,  and  the  whole  to 
286,404  dollars,  53  cents. 

8.  A  statement  of  the  dividends  declared;  showing  that  in  July, 
1825,  a  dividend  of  2)  per  cent,  was  declared,  amounting  to  62,185 
dollars,  09  cents;  of  which  the  state  received  50,000  dollars,  and  other 
stockholders,  12,185  dollars,  and  that  in  January,  1826,  a  dividend  of 
3  per  cent,  was  declared,  amounting  to  78,529  dollars,  63  cents,  of 
which  60,000  dollars,  were  received  by  the  state,  and  18,529  dollars, 
53  cents,  by  other  stockholders.  • 

No  testimony  was  introduced  on  the  part  of  the  state;  that  intro- 
duced by  the  bank,  shows: 

Lamfear  deposed,  that  the  articles  of  agreement  for  the  sale  of  the 
bonds  were  discussed  and  closed  in  his  presence,  and  payment  was 
made  according  to  them.  The  endorsement  of  the  bonds  was  in  the 
following  form,  viz. — "  The  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the 
Bank  of  Louisiana,  for  value  received,  do  hereby  assign  the  within 

bond  to ,  and  bind  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  bank,  for 

the  payment  of  the  principal  sum  of  said  bond,  according  to  the  tenor 
thereof;  and  do  engage  to  pay  the  half  yearly  interest  thereon,  at 
London,  at  the  rate  of  four  shillings  and  sixpence  sterling  per  dollar, 
upon  the  presentation  and  delivery  of  the  dividend  warrant,  in  the 
margin  thereof;  the  interest  to  conmience  from  this  day.  Witness,  the 
signature  of  the  president  and  cashier,  and  the  seal  of  the  bank,  this 
first  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-four.  Benjamin  Story,  President;  Joseph  Saul, 
Cashier.'* 

The  two  resolutions  of  the  bank  inserted  in  the  answer,  were  re- 
cited in  the  contract;  and  were  essential,  and  indeed,  indispensable  to 
the  sale  of  the  bonds  at  the  price  given  for  them,  (98)  per  cent)  and 
the  deponent  considered  they  could  not  have  been  sold,  except  at  a 
much  lower  rate,  if  these  resolutions  had  not  been  passed.  He  founds 
his  opinion,  in  this  regard,  on  the  circumstance  or  belief,  that  the 
real  and  essential  security  of  the  purchasers  of  the  bonds,  is  the  bank; 
and  to  render  that  security  good,  it  was  necessary  that  the  whole 
price  paid  for  the  bonds  should  remain  in  bank;  there  being  at  the 
time  of  the  sale  but  a  small  part  of  the  stock  subscribed  for;  and  it 
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being  understood,  the  state  had  but  little  disposable  property,  besides 
the  power  of  taxation.  He  does  not  believe  the  balance  of  the  stock 
would  have  been  subscribed,  had  it  been  understood  that  the  surplus 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  bonds,  beyond  the  sum  for  which  the  bank  re» 
ceived  them,  was  to  be  divided  among  the  first  stockholders. 

Parker  deposed:  he  is  a  merchant,  and  has  resided  for  several 
years  in  New  Orleans.  On  an  average  for  a  number  of  years  past, 
the  exchange  on  London,  on  bills  drawn  in  New  Orleans,  has  been 
at  a  premium.  In  his  opinion,  the  retention  of  the  profits  on  the 
sale  of  the  bonds  of  the  state,  enhanced  the  stock  of  the  bank;  but  he 
cannot  say  to  what  degree. 

Zacharie  deposed  that,  on  the  opening  of  the  books,  he  subscribed 
for  a  great  number  of  shares  on  account  of  several  individuals,  who 
had  given  him  orders  for  500  shares.  He  took  twenty  shares  for 
each  of  his  employers;  but  this  number  was  reduced  to  nineteen.  He 
considered  the  original  subscribers  as  exclusively  entitled  to  the  profits 
on  the  bonds  of  the  state. 

Saul  deposed:  he  is  cashier  to  the  bank.  The  surplus  retained  on 
the  first  dividend  in  July,  1825,  was  131,364  dollars  and  85  cents, 
including  discounts  on  bonds  discounted,  at  twelve  months;  conse- 
quently only  one-half  of  the  amount  could  be  divided,  as  the  divi- 
dends are  semi-annual.  He  thinks  that,  in  a  bank  with  a  capital  like 
that  of  the  Bank  of  Louisiana,  it  is  proper  to  retain  a  surplus  of  from 
250  to  300,000  dollars,  besides  discounts  on  twelve  months'  bonds. 
On  the  dividend  in  July,  1825,  he  thought  that  2  per  cent  only  should 
have  been,  instead  of  2J  per  cent,  that  were,  declared.  He  has  resided 
a  number  of  years  in  New  Orleans,  and  has  scarcely  ever  known 
the  exchange  on  London,  at  par.  Generally  the  premium  varies  from 
5  to  10  per  cent. 

On  his  cross-examination,  this  witness  said  the  surplus  retained  in 
January,  1826,  was  512,000  dollars,  including  320,000  dollars,  made 
on  the  bonds  of  the  state.  300,000  dollars  were  retained  for  a  per- 
manent surplus  fund;  80,000  dollars  from  discount  of  bonds  for 
making  up  the  dividend  in  July;  and  130,000  dollars,  in  consequence 
of  protested  bills  and  offset. 

The  points  made  by  the  counsel  of  the  bank  are,  that — 

1.  This  suit  was  instituted  without  authority,  inasmuch  as  the  reso- 
lution of  the  legislature,  relied  on  by  the  attorney  general,  is  void; 
being  contrary  to  the  10th  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States. 

2.  The  charter  of  the  bank  constitutes  the  board  of  directors,  the 
sole  judge  of  the  amount  of  profits  to  be  divided:  and  this  is  a  part  of 
the  contract  between  the  state  and  the  other  stockholders,  and  ought 
not  to  be  violated. 

3.  The  district  judge  fell  into  a  great  error,  in  assuming  that 
321,822  dollars,  were  made  by  the  bank  on  the  sale  of  the  bonds  of 
the  state;  whereas,  in  truth,  it  cannot  be  ascertained  whether  there 
will  be  a  profit  or  a  loss,  until  their  final  payment;  and  inasmuch  as 
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this  will  depend  on  the  rate  of  exchange  during  a  period  of  upwards 
of  twenty-five  years. 

4.  The  resolutions  of  the  board,  incorporated  into  the  agreement 
with  the  purchasers,  were  essential  to  the  sale  of  the  bonds,  and  the 
bank  going  into  operation;  and  if  any  profit  result  from  the  sale,  it 
is  in  consequence  of  these  resolutions.  The  bank  had  power  to  make 
such  a  contract  with  the  purchasers,  and  it  cannot  be  violated. 

5.  This  prosecution,  on  the  part  of  the  state,  is  highly  impolitic. 
Before  trial,  but  before  the  expiration  of  the  ten  days  allowed  for  the 

assignment  of  errors  apparent  on  the  &ce  of  the  record,  (Code  of 
Practice,  897,)  the  counsel  for  the  bank  added  a  new  point. 

6.  The  bank  is  not  suable  by  the  state  as  a  stockholder,  except 
for  a  settlement  of  accounts,  and  the  balance  appearing  due  thereon. 

The  following  points  were  filed  by  the  attorney  general 

7.  The  object  of  every  subscriber  to  the  capital  of  a  bank,  is  the 
instant  division  of  the  profits  as  they  are  made. 

8.  The  profits  made  on  the  sale  of  the  bonds,  belong  exclusively  to 
the  stockholders  at  the  time  of  the  sale,  and  those  who  subscribed 
afterwards  can  not  legally  participate  in  them. 

9.  They  are  not  to  be  divided  according  to  the  clause  of  the  char- 
ter, directing  semi-annual  dividends;  this  clause  relating  only  to  the 
ordinary  profits  of  the  bank,  viz; — those  made  by  loans  or  discounts, 
and  the  purchase  and  sale  of  bills  of  exchange.  The  profits  in  con- 
troversy, presenting  a  casus  omissus  in  the  charter. 

10.  The  board  acted  improperly  and  illegally,  in  retaining  a  part  of 
the  profits. 

VI.  As  the  last  point  made  by  the  counsel  of  the  bank  impugns 
the  right  of  the  state  to  maintain  the  present  suit,  it  is  first  to  be 
disposed  of. 

The  attorney-general  moved  to  have  it  stricken  out,  because  it 
was  filed  too  late. 

On  this  part  of  the  case,  our  opinion  is  with  the  counsel  of  the  bank. 
He  has  not  resorted  to  this  assignment  of  errors  to  sustain  his  appeal: 
he  had  a  statement  of  facts  to  rely  on  in  the  documents  and  testimony 
that  came  up  with  the  record.  He  is,  therefore,  at  liberty  at  any 
time,  even  without  a  formal  assignment,  to  draw  our  attention  to  any 
apparent  error.  It  is  only  when  <<  the  appellant  does  not  rely  wholly 
or  in  part,  on  a  statement  of  facts,  an  exception  to  the  judge's  opinion, 
or  a  special  verdict  to  sustain  his  appeal:  but  on  an  error  of  law, 
appearing  on  the  face  of  the  record;*'  that  he  is  "allowed  to  allege 
such  error,  if  within  ten  days  after  the  record  is  brought  up,  he  files, 
&c."  But  when  the  record  enables  us  to  act  on  the  merits  of  the 
case,  our  attention  may  be  drawn  at  any  time  by  either  of  the  parties, 
to  any  error  of  the  inferior  judge,  without  having  been  formally 
assigned.  Indeed,  the  court  would  of  itself,  in  many  cases,  notice 
the  error,  even  if  it  escaped  the  attention  of  the  counsel.  Suppose  the 
suit  be  for  the  recovery  of  the  wages  of  iniquity,  or  to  enforce  the 
performance  of  an  illegal  or  immoral  contract,  could  we  affirm  a 
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jndgment  id  favor  of  the  plaintiff^  because  the  defendant's  counsel 
mistook,  or  disregarded  his  duty? 

The  attorney-general  cannot  complain  that  the  assignment  of  error 
was  filed  too  late;  because  his  adversary  was  under  no  obligation  of 
filing  it  at  all,  and  may  have  the  benefit  of  it  without  any,  but  an  oral 
assignment  at  the  hearing. 

The  bank  relies  for  support  in  this  part  of  the  case,  on  the  principle 
laid  down  by  this  court,  in  Faurie  el  aL  v,  Millaudon  ei  al.j  3.  N. 
&  476. 

The  plaintiffs  there,  being  some  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Planters' 
Bank,  called  on  the  defendants,  other  stockholders  who  had,  or  had 
had,  the  management  of  its  concerns,  for  an  account  of  certain  trans- 
actions, and  for  damages  alleged  to  have  resulted  to  the  plaintifl^, 
jointly  with  the  other  stockholders  through  the  misconduct  and  fraud 
of  the  defendants.  We  held  the  actiondid  not  lie,  because  no  partner 
is  suable  by  a  copartner,  on  a  particular  transaction  of  the  partner- 
ship; but  only  for  a  general  account,  and  the  balance  appearing  due 
thereon. 

On  this  point  however  the  opinion  of  the  court  is  with  the  attorney, 
general;  because  the  charter  has  provided  that  the  stockholders  shall 
receive  semi-annual  dividends  of  the  profit^  of  the  bank.  The  right 
being  semi-annual,  the  remedy  may  be  resorted  to  semi-annually — 
and  with  regard  to  any  part  of  the  right  that  is  violated:  otherwise 
it  would  not  be  commensurate  with  the  injury.  This  case  differs 
materially  from  that  invoked  by  the  bank,  which  wa$  a  suit  brought 
by  a  number  of  stockholders  against  the  bank.  C.  P.  829,  830,  and 
835;  7  T.  R.  543;  2  Maule  &  Selwyn,  53;  2  Kid  on  Corp.  109, 
113, 122, 270,  302,  206,  el  passim.  This  opinion  is  also  in  confor- 
mity with  the  opinion  of  this  tribunal,  in  the  case  of  Brand  v.  The 
Louisiana  State  Bank,  8  Martin^  310;  and  that  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts. 

I.  The  want  of  authority  in  the  attorney-general,  to  institute  this 
suit,  was  not  pleaded  before  the  first  judge.  It  is  an  allegation  which 
should  be  made  in  limine  litis. 

In  the  case  of  Hayes  v,  Curry,  in  which  the  authority  of  the  attor- 
ney, who  instituted  the  suit,  was  questioned,  we  held  that  an  attor- 
ney duly  licensed,  is  a  sworn  officer;  bound  by  his  oath,  as  well  as 
by  the  principles  of  honor  and  integrity,  which  ought  to  characterise 
the  profession  of  which  he  is  a  member,  to  demean  himself  correctly 
in  his  practice.  It  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  he  acts  without  proper 
authority:  on  the  contrary,  every  presumption  is  in  favor  of  his  ha v- 
ing  pursued  a  proper  line  of  conduct.     9  Marlin^  88. 

TTie  authority  of  the  attorney-general  to  prosecute  or  defend  any 
suit,  in  which  the  state  is  concerned,  does  not,  however,  result  from 
mere  presumption.  It  is  necessarily  implied  from  the  nature  of  his 
office,  and  is  expressly  given  by  the  act  of  assembly,  defining  his  du- 
ties.    1  Marlines  Digesl^  535. 

II.  It  is  true,  as  contended  by  the  counsel  of  the  bank,  that  the 
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charter  constitntes  the  board  of  directors  as  the  sole  judge  of  the 
amouDt  of  profits,  which  it  is,  from  time  to  time  advisable  to  divide; 
and,  that  this  is  a  part  of  the  contract  between  the  state  and  the  stock- 
holders, which  ought  not  to  be  violated.  But  it  is  equally  so  as  urged 
by  the  attorney-general,  that  in  this  respect  they  ought  to  act  dis- 
creetly; and  that  if  in  the  exercise  of  the  power  given  them  by  this 
part  of  the  charter,  or  any  other,  they  act  capriciously  or  illegally, 
the  party  injured  may  seek  redress  in  the  courts  of  justice. 

Corporations  may  enact  by-laws  for  the  regulation  of  the  noeans 
by  which  the  object  of  their  institution  may  be  obtained.  But  these 
by-laws  must  be  reasonable  and  consistent  with  the  general  princi- 
ples of  the  law  of  the  land;  and  this  reasonableness  and  consistency 
18  to  be  tested  in  a  court  of  justice,  when  properly  brought  before  it. 
SKid  on  Corp.  107,109>  lld.and  122;  2  Maule  &  Selwyn,  153; 
7  T.  R.  553.  The  student  may  further  attend  to  what  was  said  by 
this  tribunal,  with  regard  to  the  right  of  the  party  to  whom  a  new 
trial  is  refused,  to  question,  on  an  appeal,  the  propriety  of  the  exer- 
cise of  the  discretion  vested  by  law  in  the  first  jiidge,  in  the  case  of 
Sorel  V.  St.  Julien,  4  Martin^  168;  and  whh  regard  to  a  continuance 
in  that  of  Broussart  t^.  Mahar's  Heirs,  Ihid.  489. 

III.  IV.  The  error,  which  it  is  complained  the  first  judge  fell  into, 
in  examining  the  quantum  of  the  profits  made  by  Uie  sale  of  the 
bonds  of  the  state;  and  the  power  of  the  board  in  passing  two  resoln- 
tions,  inserted  in  the  answer,  and  in  pledging  the  faith  of  the  cor- 
poration for  thb  payment  of  the  principal  of  these  bonds,  will  be 
examined,  with  the  merits  of  the  case  in  the  tenth  point. 

V.  Whether  it  be  impolitic  to  bring  the  present  suit,  is  a  question 
which  we  trust  was  duly  weighed  by  the  law  officer  of  the  state, 
before  he  instituted  it.  We  are  to  determine  whether  the  right 
exists,  and  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  policy  or  impolicy  of  ex- 
ercising it. 

VI.  VII.  The  sixth  point  has  already  been  disposed  of;  and  the 
seventh  presents  nothing  but  an  abstract  of  the  profits,  which  wiU  be 
examined  with  the  merits  of  the  case  in  the  tenth. 

VIII.  It  will  be  time,  atid  the  province  of  those  who  are  to  make 
the  dirision,  to  inquire  whether  the  profits  made  by  the  sale  of  the 
bonds  of  the  state,  belong  exclusively  to  the  stockholders  at  the  time 
of  that  sale,  when  the  proper  authority  in  the  first  or  last  resort  shall 
have  determined  that  they  are  divisible. 

IX.  We  cannot  assent  to  the  proposition  contended  for  by  the 
attorney-general,  that  such  profits  are  to  be  divided  at  any  other  time, 
or  in  any  other  manner,  than  profits  made  by  the  bank  in  its  ordinary 
transactions,  on  loans,  discounts,  and  the  purchase  or  sale  of  bills  of 
exchange,  or  in  any  other  way  whatsoever. 

The  words  of  the  charter  are  sufficiently  ample  to  cover  the  profits 
in  controversy.  All  the  profits  are  spoken  of  without  any  exception, 
and  ubi  lex  non  dislinguit^  nee  nos  dUiin^ere  (iebemus.  Why 
should  we  make  a  gratuitous  exception,  to  place  at  our  disposal  that 
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of  which  the  legislature  has  pointed  out  the  application?  There  is 
no  ambiguity  in  the  words  used,  the  profits  of  the  bank;  they  must 
necessarily  apply  to  all  profits  of  the  bank.  When  a  law  is  clear  and 
free  from  all  ambiguity,  the  letter  of  it  is  not  to  be  disregarded,  under 
the  pretext  of  following  its  spirit.  Civil  Code,  4,  art  13;  Knight  v. 
Smith,  3  Martifij  165. 

Indeed,  were  we  of  opinion,  that  these  profits  really  arose  from  a 
caaua  omissuSfin  the  charter,  what  other  disposition  could  we  decree 
of  theoi,  than  that  pointed  out  by  the  legislature  in  similar  or  even 
anabgous  cases?  c/i&t  eadem  est  ratio j  eadem  esl  lex.  Would  we 
not  say  these  profits  ought  to  be  divided  by  the  same  persons,  at  the 
same  time,  in  the  same  proportion,  and  among  the  same  individuals 
as  other  profits?  Should  the  board  find  it  convenient  to  sell  any 
property  of  the  bank,  and  do  so  with  a  profit,  can  there  be  any  reason 
fi>r  a  distinct  partition  of  what  is  thus  gained? 

X.  The  last  point  brings  us  to  the  merits  of  the  case. 

The  attorney-general  says  that  the  object  of  the  contract  of  part- 
nership is  the  division  of  the  profits.  Contractus  socittatU  est  quo 
duOy  plureevej  inter  se  pecuntanij  res  aut  opera  eonferrunt  eo  fine^ 
ut  quod  inde  reddit  lucriy  inter  singulosy  pro  rata  dividatur.  Wat- 
son's Partnership,  1  and  3. 

This  doctrine  is  perfectly  correct  with  regard  to  private  partner- 
ships. But  corporations  are  constituted  for  public  purposes.  They 
do  not  answer  the  object  of  their  institution,  when  those  to  whom 
the  administration  of  their  affairs  is  confided,  losing  entirely  sight  of 
that  object,  confine  their  views  to  making  and  dividing  profits  among 
the  corporators. 

The  legislature  contemplated,  in  the  incorporation  of  the  Bank  of 
Louisiana,  the  creation  of  a  capital  of  four  millions  of  dollars,  which, 
by  enabling  the  institution  to  emit  and  keep  afloat  notes  to  a  corres- 
ponding amount,  should  afford  it  the  means  of  relieving  the  agricul- 
tural and  mercantile  interest  of  the  state  from  the  pressure  of  almost 
universal  distress. 

This  relief  was  the  chief  and  main  object  for  which  the  corporation 
was  erected.  The  profits,  the  corporation  were  to  divide  from  the 
investment  of  their  funds,  were  the  inducements  held  out;  and  their 
efforts  to  obtain  these  profits,  consequently  insure  the  relief,  were  the 
means  by  which  the  object  was  to  be  obtained. 

The  first  board  of  directors,  in  assuming  the  trust  confided  to  them, 
found  it  imposed  a  threefold  duty: — ^To wards  the  state,  and  their 
fellow  citizens  at  large,  they  were  bound  to  exert  their  utmost  faculties 
in  promoting  the  object  intended  for  their  relief,  by  securing  the  early 
and  full  subscription  of  the  capital  of  the  bank.  Towards  the  cor- 
poration, they  were  bound  to  protect  this  capital,  by  maintaining  it 
in  its  integrity, and  rendering  it  profitable.  Towards  the  corporation, 
they  were  bound  to  make  such  semi-annual  divisions  of  the  profits, 
as  to  them,  in  the  language  of  the  charter,  appeared  advisable. 

At  a  time,  when  the  people  labored  under  the  burden  of  heavy 
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debts,  contracted  during  a  period  of  apparent,  but  delusive  prosperity, 
a  capital  of  two  millions  of  dollars  was  to  be  subscribed  for,  and  bonds 
of  the  state  to  the  same  amount,  were  to  be  brought  into  market  for 
sale.  Subscribers  were  deterred  by  the  obligation  imposed  on  the 
bank  to  keep  branches  in  the  country,  the  experience  of  the  State 
Bank  showing  them  how  burdensome  these  establishments  are— to 
loan  a  considerable  part  of  its  capital  at  these  branches,  on  landed 
security,  and  to  be  repaid  at  deferred  annual  instalments,  and  chiefly 
by  the  difficulty  that  it  was  thought  would  attend  the  sale  of  the 
bonds  of  the  state,  which  the  charter  forbade  to  be  disposed  of,  at  the 
rate  below  which  the  bank  had  received  them. 

Louisiana  is  comparatively  as  wealthy  as  any  state  in  the  Union. 
But  whatever  may  be  the  wealth  of  a  state,  or  potentate,  capitalists 
generally  prefer  a  solvent  individual  or  corporation,  to  a  crowned 
debtor  or  independent  state;  because  the  latter  are  incoercible  and 
rarely  feel  a  keen  interest  in  creating  or  maintaining  a  reputation  for 
probity  and  punctuality— the  basis  of  all  credit 

Great  Britian  and  France  are,  perhaps,  the  wealthiest  states  in 
Europe;  yet  a  number  of  our  fellow  citizens  have  been  taught  by  sad 
experience,  that  but  little  dependence  may  be  plaqed  in  the  pimc- 
tuality  with  which  the  faith  of  Great  Britian  may  be  expected  to  be 
redeemed.  It  stands  pledged  since  1815,  for  the  value  of  their  slaves 
carried  away  in  her  fleets;  yet  their  payment  seems  more  distant 
after  the  lapse  of  twelve  years,  than  it  was  supposed  to  be  at  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent.  They  find  that  Uie  faith  of  the 
Bank  of  England  and  many  a  private  banker  in  London,  on  the 
score  of  punctuality,  would  have  been  a  surer  pledge  than  that  of  the 
nation.  When  the  allied  sovereigns  had  succeeded  in  replacing  the 
Bourbons  on  the  throne  of  France,  they  declined  to  take  the  monarch, 
with  all  the  resources  of  his  kingdom,  as  their  debtor,  for  the  expenses 
they  had  incurred,  unless  the  faith  of  a  private  banking  house  in 
London  was  superadded  to  the  royal  engagement. 

Had  the  bonds  been  sent  into  market,  without  the  pledge  of  the 
fiuth  of  the  bank,  purchasers  would  have  reflected  that  the  certainty 
of  the  bonds  being  paid,  at  their  maturity,  might  be  doubted;  and 
that  if  they  were  not  paid  then,  the  obtaining  payment  of  them  would 
be  an  object,  attended  certainly  with  trouble  and  delay,  probably 
with  expense,  and  possibly  pursued  without  success.  The  taxes  in- 
tended to  raise  the  funds  might  remain  uncollected  and  perhaps 
unlaid. 

Many  individuals  have  noticed  from  the  form  of  these  bonds,  in* 
serted  in  the  charter,  that  it  was  not  expected  by  the  state,  that  the 
bank  should  pledge  itself  for  the  payment  of  the  principal. 

These  bonds  are  payable  to  the  President,  Directors  and  Company 
of  the  Bank  of  Louisiana,  their  successors  or  assighs,  not  to  their 
order;  and  the  bank  are  authorised  to  sell  them  for  their  amount, 
that  is,  to  transfer  for  a  valuable  consideration  their  right  to  the 
state. 
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He,  who  sells  a  debt,  warrants  its  existence  at  the  time  of  the  sale, 
but  not  the  solvency  of  the  debtor.  Civil  Code,  368,  art.  125  and 
126.  The  obligation  to  guarantee  the  payment  of  the  principal  of 
these  bonds  was  neither  of  the  essence  nor  of  the  nature  of  the  con- 
tract by  which  they  were  sold,  though  it  might  be  and  was  the  result 
of  an  adventitious  clause  inserted  in  the  contract 

The  dubious  success  of  the  institution  appearing  to  depend  on  the 
sale,  to  enforce  and  effect  it,  if  possible,  with  a  profit,  was  the  object 
of  the  constant  attention  of  the  board.  No  better  means  presented 
themselves  to  them,  to  compass  this  desideratum  than  to  superadd 
the  pledge  of  the  faith  of  the  bank,  to  that  of  the  state,  and  with  a 
view  of  increasing  the  security  of  the  purchasers  by  adding  to  that  of 
their  incidental  debtors,  they  promised  to  retain  out  of  the  profits 
made  by  the  state,  a  sum  not  exceeding  400,000  dollars,  until  the 
payment  of  the  bonds  of  the  state  to  that  amount  So  that  while 
the  corporation  underwent  a  responsibility  for  2,100,000  dollars,  it 
might  be  able  to  present  to  its  new  creditors  a  corresponding  plodge 
in  its  hands,  viz. — ^2,000,000  dollars,  in  the  bank  stock  of  the  state, 
and  as  much  of  the  profits  of  the  sale,  as  would  amount  to  400,000 
dollars. 

The  directors  of  the  bank  being  charged  with  the  administration 
of  its  affairs,  may  certainly  pledge  its  £siith  in  the  execution  of  their 
trust  Indeed,  in  most  cases,  it  is  impliedly  so,  as  it  was  in  the 
present  for  the  existence  of  the  debt  sold.  If,  in  order  to  effect  the 
sale  and  to  enforce  a  profit,  it  became  advantageous  to  the  bank  that 
its  faith  should  be  pledged  expressly  for  the  payment  of  the  bonds  of 
the  state,  it  is  not  easy  for  us  to  see  on  what  ground  it  may  be  con- 
tended that  while  the  directors  sold  a  debt  due  to  the  bank,  and  re- 
ceived its  value,  they  should  not  accede  to  the  stipulations  of  the 
vendee;  that  the  price  paid  should  be  restored  to  him,  if  he  could  not 
obtain  payment  from  the  debtor  of  the  bank. 

The  charter  gives  the  power,  and  interest  makes  it  the  duty  of  the 
board,  to  retain  such  parts  of  the  profits  of  the  bank  as  they  think 
advisable.  If,  therefore,  the  board  thought  it  advisable,  in  order  to 
effect  a  sale  and  an  advantageous  one,  that  the  profits  made  thereon, 
or  a  part  of  them,  should  not  be  divided  till  a  certain  contingency 
happened,  they  acted  legally  and  discreetly  in  making  the  promise: 
unless  it  be  contended  that  a  board  of  directors  cannot  derogate  from 
the  powers  of  a  subsequent  one,  and  that  every  board  has  semi-an- 
nually the  power  ofdetermining  what  part  of  the  profits  of  the  bank 
it  is  advisable  to  demand;  unfettered,  nay,  unembarrassed  by  the 
opinion  of  any  preceding  board.  This  question  may  be  discussed 
and  determined  by  any  future  board  declaring  a  dividend.  Admit- 
ting that  it  may  properly  be  determined  in  the  affirmative,  nothing 
can  prevent  a  subsequent  board  from  considering  the  resolution  of 
the  first,  as  discreet  and  advantageous  to  the  bank,  and  as  such  to  bo 
carried  into  effect,  notwithstanding  their  want  of  obligation.  We 
are  to  conclude,  as  the  directors  who  made  the  first  and  second  divi- 
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dend  did  not  divide  the  profits  in  controvers/^  they  did  not  deem  it 
advisable  to  do  so. 

Another  consideration  appears  to  have  justified  the  conduct  of  the 
board  in  a  considerable  degree.  The  place  of  payment  of  the  interest 
arising  on  the  bonds,  was  to  be  fixed  by  the  bank.  Payment  in 
London  (the  market  in  which  the  bonds  were  expected  finally  to  find 
the  readiest  sale,)  was  offered,  a  circumstance,  which,  while  it  pre- 
sented a  great  inducement  to  purchasers,  and  insured  a  high  price, 
was  attended  with  a  corresponding  burden  on  the  bank,  and  detract- 
ed from  its  profits. 

It  is  in  evidence,  the  bank  became  bound  to  pay  a  commission  of 
one  half  of  oue  per  cent  for  receiving  and  paying  the  semi-annual 
interest  in  London;  and  that  funds  are  not  conveyed  thither  lErom 
New  Orleans,  without  a  loss;  that  bills  of  exchange,  which  offer  the 
cheapest  mode  of  remittance,  are  generally  bought  at  a  premium  of 
from  five  to  ten  per  cent.  Taking  7i  per  cent  the  medium,  for  the 
average  price,  and  adding  the  commission  paid  in  London,  we  have 
8  per  cent  Two  per  cent,  will  be  absorbed,  by  a  conmiission  on 
brokerage  here  on  the  purchase  of  the  bills,  and  a  proper  allowance 
for  the  risk  incurred  by  endorsement  This  makes  the  loss  10  per 
cent 

The  interest  on  2,400,000  dollars,  at  5  per  cent,  is  ldO,000  dollars, 
and  the  loss  on  this  at  10  per  cent  is  12,000  dollars,  which,  repeated 
yearly,  during  ten  years,  to  the  maturity  of  the  first  bonds,  is  120,000 
dollars. 

On  the  bonds  payable  in  fifteen  years,  the  annual  loss  is  reduced 
by  one  fourth,  by  the  payment  of  the  first  bonds:  9000  dollars  a  year 
for  five  years,  45,000  dollars. 

On  the  bonds  at  twenty  years,  the  yearly  loss  is  6000  dollars,  and 
for  five  years,  30,000  dollars. 

On  the  last  bonds,  payable  in  twenty-five  years,  the  annual  loss  is 
3000  dollars;  for  five  years,  15,000  dollars. 

The  aggregate  loss  is  210,000  dollars.  It  diminishes  the  profits 
of  the  sale;  not,  indeed,  by  that  nominal  sum,  which  is  to  be  paid  by 
several  and  defined  instalments,  whilst  the  profits  are  received  at 
once. 

The  attorney-general  urges  that,  by  the  clause  in  the  charter, 
authorising  the  bank  to  fix  the  place  of  payment  of  the  interest  accru- 
ing on  the  bonds,  it  was  provided,  that  the  charges  and.risks  attend- 
ing such  payments,  elsewhere  than  in  New  Orleans,  should  be  borne 
by  the  bank.  Hence,  he  concludes  that  the  bank  has  no  right  to 
withhold  from  the  state,  any  part  of  its  share  in  the  profits  made  by 
the  sale,  to  meet  the  remote  chances  of  loss  on  exchange,  commission 
in  London,  or  failures.  He  views  the  exemption  of  the  state  from 
any  defalcation  on  this  account,  as  a  bonus  stipulated  for  in  the 
charter. 

Had  an  actual  bonus  been  stipulated  for  the  money,  the  payment 
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of  it  must  have  reduced  pro  tanio^  the  profits  of  the  bank;  and,  con- 
sequently, the  share  of  the  state  in  the  profits. 

In  declaring  a  dividend,  the  preservation  of  the  capital  of  the  bank 
in  its  integrity  is  never  to  be  lost  sight  of,  and  the  profits  left  after  the 
payment  of  the  bonusy  if  any  be  stipulated  for,  are  alone  divisible. 
In  other  words,  when  the  state  is  a  stockholder,  it  must  as  such, 
bear  a  part  of  the  bonus,  payable  in  money,  or  resulting  from  an 
exemption  of  charges. 

After  a  close  examination  of  the  evidence,  and  much  attention  to 
the  ailments  of  counsel,  the  impression  left  on  our  minds  is  that  the 
bonds  of  the  state  were  estimated  at  a  fair  value  in  the  charter;  and 
that  if  they  have  been  sold  above  this  value,  it  is  owing  to  the  pledge 
of  the  faith  of  the  bank,  and  the  assurance  given  that  the  profits  made 
on  the  sale  to  the  amount  of  400,000  dollars,  should  not  be  divided 
until  one-sixth  part  of  the  bonds  should  be  discharged,  and  leave  the 
2,000,000  dollars,  the  stock  of  the  state  in  the  bank,  equal  to  the 
amount  of  the  bonds  remaining  impaid. 

We  conclude,  that  the  passing  of  the  resolutions  of  the  board, 
recited  in  the  agreement  for  the  sale  of  the  bonds,  was  the  discreet  exer- 
cise of  legitimate  authority,  and  that  the  engagement  taken  in  pursu- 
ance of  these  resolutions,  by  the  agent  of  the  bank  in  the  sale  of  bonds, 
ought  not  to  be  violated. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  proceed- 
ing to  render  such  a  judgment  as,  in  our  opinion,  ought  to  have  been 
given  in  the  district  court;  it  is  ordered  that  the  defendants  be  dis- 
missed. 

The  Attorney-General,  (PresioUy)  for  the  state. 

Livermore,  for  the  Bank. 
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Laporte  v.  Landry.     Y,  N.  S.  359. 

The  post-office  if  not  a  place  of  deposit  for  notices  of  protest,  Imt  tiie  mail  mxy  be  HMd 

as  a  means  of  their  convejanoe. 
The  offisr  of  an  endorser  to  endorse  a  note  lor  the  same  som*  is  net  a  wahrer  of  aoliee. 

SECOND  District 

MAmTiN,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  conn. 

The  defendant,  sued  as  endorser  of  a  promissory  note,  pleaded  the 
general  issue;  there  was  judgment  against  him,  and  he  appealed. 

The  note,  endorsement  and  protest  were  proved. 

The  parish  judge,  acting  as  notary  public,  gave  notice  of  the  pro- 
test to  the  defendant  bv  a  letter  directed  to  him,  and  put  into  thepost- 
offioe  at  Donaldsonville,  parish  of  Ascension,  on  the  day  of  the  pro- 
test He  demanded  payment  from  him,  offering  to  accept  his  own 
note;  this  the  defendant  declined,  but  offered  to  endorse  a  note  of  the 
maker  for  the  same  amount 

Tlie  defendant  resides  four  miles  from  Donaldsonville,  and  in  the 
same  parish;  there  is  no  mail  or  post-office  between  Donaldsonville 
and  the  defendant's  residence.  He  sends  to  the  post-office  at  Don- 
aldsonville for  his  letters  and  papers,  ordinarily;  at  times,  his  friends 
take  them  out  for  him. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  plaintiff  has  failed  to  flftiow  a  legal  notice. 
Where  notice  may  be  conveyed  by  mail,  it  suffices  to  put  it  in  time, 
properly  directed,  in  the  post-office.  But  where  the  notice  can  not  be 
conveyed  by  mail,  it  is  idle  to  put  it  into  the  office;  for  the  post-office 
affords  a  safe  means  of  conveyance,  but  not  a  legal  place  of  deposit 
for  notices.  This  case  is  not  to  be  distinguished  from  that  of  Clay  v. 
Oakley,  determined  last  fall  at  Alexandria, 

The  offer  of  the  defendant  to  endorse  a  note  of  the  maker  for  the 
same  sum,  is  no  evidence  of  a  waiver  of  notice.  This  was  preyed  on 
us  in  this  very  case  last  winter;  4N.S.  125;  and  we  said  the  waiver 
could  not  be  mferred  from  this  circumstance. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annuUex],  avoided  and  reversed;  and  it  is  fbr- 
tfier  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  there  be  judgment  of  non- 
suit, with  costs  in  both  courts. 

Morphy^  for  the  plaintiff. 

Conrad^  for  the  aefendant 
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Barbarin  v.  Saucier.     V,  N.  S.  361. 

A  oonreyance  alleged  to  be  fraadaleiit,  cannot  be  tried  by  seizing  the  property  as  belong- 
ing to  the  vendor  and  setting  op  the  fraud  as  a  defence. 
An  action  most  be  brought  to  annul  the  conveyance. 

FIRST  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court* 

The  plaintiff  states  that  the  defendant  who  is  sheriff  of  the  parish 
ofPlaquemine,  has  seized  a  slave  belonging  to  him,  to  satisfy  an 
execution  issued  against  another  person. 

The  defendant  answers  that  the  slave  is  really  the  property  of  the 
defendant  in  execution;  and  that  the  plaintiff  in  this  suit  has  by  a 
collusive  and  simulated  sale,  endeavored  to  defraud  the  plaintiff  in 
execution. 

The  case  was  submitted  to  a  jury,  who  found  for  the  defendant, 
and  the  court  below  rendered  judgment  in  conformity  therewith;  from 
which  the  plaintiff  appealed. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  question  of  fraud,  could  not  be  tried 
between  these  parties  in  the  shape  in  which  it  was  presented  in  the 
court  below.  Admitting  the  sheriff  had  power  to  contest  it,  which 
we  doubt,  but  on  which  we  express  no  opinion,  the  sale  whether 
fraudulent  or  not,  vested  the  legal  title  to  the  slave  in  the  plaintiff  and 
until  set  aside  by  the  action  which  the  law  gives  to  creditors  for  that 
purpose,  the  sheriff  had  no  right  to  seize  it  as  the  property  of  the  ven- 
dor. TTie  case  cannot,  in  any  respect,  be  distinguishecj  from  those 
of  St.  Avid  ei  al,  v.  Weimprender's  Syndics,  9  Martin^  648;  and  Haw 
V.  Herriman,  1  N.  S,  535.* 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  that  the 
plaintiff  do  recover  possession  of  the  slave  sued  for,  with  costs  in 

*  But  see  Weeks  v.  Flower  et  aL,  9  Lou,  Rep^.  where  the  court  say,  in  reference  to  the 
present  case:  ^  We  are  still  satisfied  tliat  the  principle  is  a  correct  one;  but  it  will  be 
found,  that  in  all  the  cases  which  have  turned  upon  that  principle,  the  purchaser  was  in 
pOMeasion.  If  effect  were  given  to  a  conveyance  alleged  to  be  collusive  and  simulated, 
and  not  accompanied  by  possession,  it  would  be  a  clear  violation  of  that  provision  of  the 
Code,  which  declares:  that  the  sale  of  immovables  or  daves,  made  under  private  signature, 
shall  have  effect  against  the  creditors  of  the  parties,  and  against  third  persons  in  general, 
only  from  the  day  such  sale  vras  registered  in  the  office  of  the  notary,  and  the  actua 
delivery  of  the  things  took  place  !** 

Vol.  III.— 49 
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both  courts:  resprviog,  however^to  the  plaintiff  in  execution,  the 
right  of  establishing  the  fraud  in  an  action  to  set  aside  the  sale. 

Smithy  for  the  plaintiff. 

Henntny  for  the  defendant 


Sterling  t?.  Johnson  and  Wife.     V,  N.  S.  362. 

When  bj  a  decree  of  a  ooort,  a  party  ia  directed  to  file  a  release  by  public  act,  previous 
to  taking  out  execution,  it  is  not  a  compliance  with  the  decree,  to  file  one  font  9ting 

The  acknowledgment  of  the  husband  before  a  notary,  of  an  act  under  private  signature 

by  his  wife  does  not  make  it  a  public  act 
When  a  note  is  payable  to  the  wife,  the  husband  cannot  transfer  her  right,  nor  bring  nor 

defend  a  suit  respecting  it  without  her. 

THIRD  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  case  was  commenced  by  an  application  for  an  injunction 
and  the  principal  question  presented  for  our  decision  grows  out  of  a 
decree  formerly  rendered  by  the  court  in  an  action,  wherein  the  de- 
fendants in  this  suit  recovered  judgment  against  the  plaintiff. 

That  action  was  commenced  on  an  obligation,  made  jointly  to  the 
defendants;  that  is,  to  the  husband  and  wife.  Different  debts  had 
been  assigned  by  the  plaintiff  as  a  collateral  security  for  the  payment; 
and  this  court,  after  giving  judgment  for  the  amount  due,  directed 
"  that  the  plaintiff  do,  previous  to  taking  out  execution,  execute  by 
public  act,  and  file  with  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  in  which  the 
cause  was  tried,  a  transfer  and  assignment  of  the  bonds  of  M^Gehee 
and  Blackbourne,and  M'Grehee  and  Nelson,  or  for  all  the  remaining 
parts  or  portions  of  said  bonds  which  may  be  due,  after  deducting 
the  sums  received  by  the  plaintiffs,  and  credited  to  the  defendants.** 
3  K  S.  489. 

Previous  to  issuing  the  execution  the  plaintiffs  filed  in  the  office  of 
the  clerk  of  the  district  court,  two  instruments  of  writing,  which,  in 
obedience  to  the  decree  of  this  court,  did  renounce  their  right  to  the 
obligations  therein  mentioned;  but  that  of  the  wife  was  an  act  sous 
seing  priviy  and  that  of  the  husband  was  as  follows:  "  Be  it  remem- 
bered, that  on  this  fifth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1825, 
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personally  appeared,  R.  Post  Johnson,  for  himself  and  Martha  J. 
Johnson,  his  wife,  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans;  who  acknowledged 
the  foregoing  in|lrnment  of  assignment,  and  transfer,  to  be  their  act 
and  deed;  and  be  it  also  remembered,  that  the  said  K.  Post  Johnson 
did,  for  himself  and  wife,  relinquish,  transfer,  assign  and  deliver  unto 
John  Sterling,  surviving  partner  of  A.  &  J.  Sterling,  all  the  moneys 
that  may  be  due  on  the  bonds  "  &c.,&c. 

The  cause  was  submitted  to  a  jury  in  the  court  of  the  first  instance, 
who  found  a  verdict  for  the  defendants,  upon  which  verdict  the  court 
gave  judgment  dissolving  the  injunction.     The  plaintiff  appealed. 

The  first  point  which  it  appears  to  us  the  case  presents,  is,  whether 
the  act  of  the  wife  under  private  signature,  was  a  compliance  with 
the  decree  of  the  court,  that  the  assignment  should  be  by  public  act. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  it  was  not.  It  does  not  conform  with  the 
letter  of  the  decree;  nor  does  it  comply  with  the  spirit  and  intention 
of  it.  The  object  of  the  court  in  directing  the  assignment  to  be  by 
public  act,  was  to  insure  the  defendant  against  the  trouble  and  diffi- 
culty of  proving  the  instrument  if  it  should  be  thereafter  questioned. 
Were  we  even  to  admit  that  an  act  under  private  signature,  was  a 
compliance  in  substance,  wilh  the  order  6f  the  court,  the  record  offers 
no  proof  that  the  act  of  transfer  was  really  executed  by  the  wife. 

ITie  next  is,  whether  the  acknowledgment  of  the  husband  on  the 
part  of  the  wife,  is  binding  on  her,  so  as  to  make  the  sous  seing  privS 
a  public  act;  and  if  it  be  not,  whether  the  assignment  made  by  him 
in  the  same  instrument,  in  the  name  of  his  wife,  supplies  the  defect. 

The  original  suit  was  brought  on  a  note,  payable  to  both  husband 
and  wife;  and  the  action  was  commenced  in  the  names  of  both.  In 
the  absence  of  any  evidence  to  the  contrary,  we  are  bound  to  consider 
that  the  part  of  the  note  which  belonged  to  the  wife  had  not  entered 
into  the  community.  As  her  property,  therefore,  he  could  neither 
alienate  it,  nor  bring,  nor  defend  a  suit  respecting  it,  without  her. 
There  has  been  an  exception  to  this  general  rule,  lately  introduced 
into  our  Code,  in  relation  to  the  partition  of  an  estate  belonging  to  the 
wife  which  consists  in  movables;  provided  the  same  has  been  brought 
in  by  her  as  dowry.  Bnt  the  jurists  who  drew  up  the  amendments 
state  in  their  report  to  the  legislature,  that  it  was  not  intended  to  con- 
fer this  authority  in  case  the  estate  was  paraphernal.  Admitting  that 
we  could,  by  parity  of  reasoning,  extend  the  principle  so  as  to  sanc- 
tion acts  of  the  husband,  other  than  partition,  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
perty of  his  wife,  the  record  furnishes  no  evidence  which  brings  the 
defendants  within  the  exception. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  it  is  fur- 
ther ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  defendants  be  enjoined 
from  taking  out  execution  on  the  judgment  rendered  in  this  court  in 
the  case  of  Johnson  and  Wife  v.  Sterling,  until  they  comply  with  the 
condition  therein  expressed — ^and  that  they  pay  costs  in  both  courts. 
'     Woodroof^  for  the  plaintiff. 

HenrUn,  for  the  defendants. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


580  SUPREME  COURT. 


EASTERN  DISTRICT,  FEBRUARY  TERM,  1827. 


Bigelow  et  al.  v.  Pigneguy.     V,  N.  S.  367* 

FIRST  District. 

This  was  a  case  of  facts.    When  the  proof  leaves  the  merits  doubt- 
ful, this  court  always  leaves  the  verdict  undisturbed. 


Mellon  V.  Bucks  et  al.    V,  N.  S.  371. 

Abandonment  tnnden  tho  property  to  the  iniorere  withoot  any  acceptanee  on  their 

part 
And  after  abandoomeot  the  inaured  cannot  maintain  an  aoUon  againat  the  owdcm  and 

master  of  the  veasel  for  not  having  delivered  the  property. 
Nor  can  he  maintain  it  on  the  ground  that  he  la  a  negftttorum  gt$tor  of  the  insorerB, 

when  one  of  the  objects  of  the  suit  is  to  take  funds  oat  of  their  hands  which  tbey 

have  a  right  to  hold  in  consequence  of  the  abandonment 

FIRST  District 
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Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  suit  was  commenced  by  attachment  against  two  of  the  defen- 
dants as  owners,  and  the  other  as  master  of  a  schooner  called  the 
Samuel  Smith. 

The  plaintiff  claims  the  value  of  certain  goods,  alleged  by  him  to 
have  been  shipped  on  board  the  vessel  aforesaid,  at  the  port  of  New 
Orleans,  to  be  carried  to  Port-au-Prince,  which  the  master  failed  and 
neglected  to  do,  whereby  he  and  the  owners  became  liable  to  pay  the 
amount  claimed,  &c  The  right  or  credit  attached,  as  appears  by  the 
answers  of  the  garnishees,  is  a  debt  which  may  be  due  from  the 
Louisiana  State  Insurance  Company  to  the  defendants,  on  two  poli- 
cies of  insurance,  obtaiued  for  their  benefit  on  the  vessel  and  freight, 
&c  Judgment  of  nonsuit  was  pronounced  in  the  court  below,  from 
which  the  plaintiff  appealed. 

The  evidence  of  the  case  seems  to  establish  the  following  facts:— 
That  the  plaintiff  shipped  his  property  on  board  the  schooner  above 
mentioned,  owned  by  two  of  the  defendants,  and  commanded  by  the 
third,  to  be  carried  from  New  Orleans  to  Port-au-Prince;  that  he 
caused  to  be  effected  insurance  on  the  goods  or  property  thus  shipped, 
in  the  office  of  the  Louisiana  State  Insurance  Company;  that  in  the 
same  office  the  defendants  obtained  two  policies  of  insurance — one  on 
the  vessel,  and  the  other  on  the  freight;  that  the  schooner  sailed  from 
the  port  of  New  Orleans,  on  the  intended  voyage  to  Port-au-Prince, 
but  was  compelled  by  stress  of  weather  to  put  into  the  port  of  Savan- 
nah, where  she  was  condemned  as  unseaworthy;  and  her  cargo  sold 
in  consequence  of  the  master  being  unable  to  procure  for  it  an  imme- 
diate conveyance  to  the  port  of  destination,  and  its  being  composed  of 
articles  in  their  nature  liable  to  deteriorate,  &c.  It  is  farther  shown 
that  prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  present  action,  the  plaintiff 
abandoned  the  property  now  in  dispute  to  the  insurers,  and  claimed 
remuneration  or  indemnity  on  his  policy  as  for  a  total  loss,  and  that  he 
is  now  pursuing  said  claim  in  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction.  The 
insurers  do  not  appear  to  have  formally  accepted  the  abandonment,  or 
to  have  exercised  any  acts  of  ownership  on  the  property  abandoned. 

This  statement  of  the  cause,  presents  two  questions  for  solution: — 
First.  Is  the  insured,  after  abandonment  not  accepted,  and  without 
any  expression  of  will  to  relinquish  his  claim  under  it  against  the 
insurers,  still  to  be  considered  owner  of  the  property  abandoned,  so 
far  as  legally  to  entitle  him  to  mainti^n  the  present  suit? — Secondly. 
If  he  can  not  maintain  it  as  owner,  may  he  do  so  as  agent  for  the 
insurance  company,  which  is  contended  for  by  his  counsel? 

If  the  abandonment  was  made  under  circumstances  which  legally 
authorised  such  a  step  on  the  part  of  the  insured,  the  insurers  being 
bound  to  indemnify  him  as  for  a  total  loss,  must  be  considered  as 
having  become  owners  of  the  property  which  was  abandoned  ipso 
/actOj  without  any  formal  acceptance,  but  merely  as  a  consequence 
necessarily  following  from  the  nature  of  the  contract  of  insurance. 
On  receiving  information  of  the  accident  which  affected  the  vessel  and 
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her  cargo,  the  plaintiff  was  bound  to  consider  and  determine  whether^ 
according  to  occurrences,  he  would  abandon  to  the  insurers,  and  pur- 
sue them  as  for  a  total  loss;  or  retain  his  right  to  the  property  insured, 
and  prosecute  for  a  partial  damage  or  injury.  He  has  chosen  the 
former  n^dde  of  pursuit,  and  by  so  doing  has  divested  himself  of  all 
title  to  the  property  claimed  in  the  present  suit,  and  transferred  it  to 
the  insurance  company,  at  least  so  far  as  his  will  was  concerned  in 
the  transaction.  This  change  of  property  and  ownership  it  is  per- 
ceived, is  based  on  the  presumption  of  the  abandonment  having 
been  legally  made,  and  this  presumption  may  stand  so  far  as  it  affects 
the  interest  of  the  insured  until  the  contrary  be  proved;  nor  has  be 
any  right  to  complain  of  it,  because  it  arises  directly  out  of  bis  own 
conduct  If  he  has  really  discovered  since  the  abandonment,  that 
his  claim  under  it  for  a  total  loss  can  not  legally  be  sustained,  he 
might,  perhaps,  have  relinquished  it  before  acceptance,  and  adopted 
the  present  mode  of  pursuit;  but  so  far  from  that,  it  is  in  evidence 
that  he  is  still  pursuing  the  insurers  to  obtain  full  indemnity  in  con- 
sequence of  his  abandonment.  We,  therefore,  conclude  that  as  owner 
he  can  not  maintain  the  present  action.  See  6  Cranch,  268;  1  Caines^ 
292;  PhiL  Ins.  458. 

In  relation  to  the  second  question  proposed,  it  must  be  admitted 
as  a  general  principle,  that  in  cases  of  abandonment,  the  original 
owners  of  property  abandoned  and  their  agents  beconie  the  negotio- 
rum  gesiores  of  the  underwriters,  for  all  beneficial  purposes  relative 
to  the  interest  of  the  latter. 

But  in  order  to  give  validity  to  acts  of  such  quasi  agents,  it  is 
necessary  that  their  conduct  should  be  such  as  tends  directly  to  benefit 
those  whose  affairs  have  thus,  ex  necessitate^  fallen  under  their  care 
and  management.  The  very  authority  itself  to  act,  and  all  rights 
and  claims  of  a  negotiorum  gestor,  arising  out  of  his  acts,  are  founded 
on  advantage  and  benefit  conferred  on  the  persons,  for  whom  he  has 
assumed  agency;  or  when  it  has  been  unavoidably  thrown  on  him. 
Now  to  show  that  the  plaintiff  cannot  bring  himself  under  the  influence 
and  protection  of  the  rules  which  are  applicable  to  agents  who  act 
without  previous  and  direct  authority  from  persons  whose  business 
they  undertake  to  conduct,  we  need  only  state  the  avowed  object 
and  intention  of  the  present  suit,  in  relation  to  the  insurance  company, 
whose  officers  have  been  summoned  as  garnishees.  The  plaintiff 
wishes  to  take  from  them  funds  which  they  hold  in  their  hands,  or 
money  which  they  may  be  liable  to  pay  to  the  defendants,  who. under 
the  abandonment  made,  are  responsible  to  them  for  the  property  or 
its  proceeds  by  him  insured  and  abandoned;  and  this  is  demanded, 
as  agent,  ex  necessitatCy  of  the  insurers,  in  the  city  where  they  reside, 
and  for  their  benefit. 

It  is  equally  difficult  to  perceive  how  one  person  can  become  agent 
for  another,  as  a  necessary  consequence  of  their  situation,  when  they 
are  both  residents  of  the  same  place,  and  at  the  same  time;  and  it  is 
equally  as  difl^cult  to  perceive  how  the  principal  would  be  benefitted 
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by  the  conduct  of  such  pretended  agent^  in  taking  funds  out  of  the 
possession  of  the  former. 

Whether  the  abandonment  (by  the  plaintiff  in  this  action)  to  the 
insurers  has  been  made  under  circumstances  which  will  entitle  him 
to  recover,  as  for  a  total  loss,  can  only  be  determined  absolutely  in 
the  decision  of  the  suit  which  he  has  uistituted,  and  is  still  carrying 
on  against  them  to  obtain  full  and  entire  indemnity.  Until  the  con- 
trary be  shown,  we  must  presume  that  he  has  proceeded  according 
to  law  and  the  justice  of  his  case  in  that  action,  and  will  in  the  end 
succeed;  in  which  event,  the  present  defendants  will  become  un- 
doubted debtors  to  the  insurance  company  for  the  value  of  the  goods 
abandoned.  And  if  the  latter  should  prove  to  be  their  debtors,  in 
consequence  of  the  policies  effected  on  the  vessel  and  freight,  com- 
pensation will  legally  take  place  between  these  parties;  and  certainly 
the  underwriters,  in  anticipation,  contrary  to  fair  presumption,  and 
without  any  good  cause  shown,  ought  not  to  be  compelled  to  give 
up  a  debt  which  may  be  thus  compensated.  The  confusion  and  con- 
tradiction created  by  the  double  pursuit  against  the  owners  of  the 
vessel  and  the  insurers  of  the  cargo,  to  recover  from  the  latter, 
indemnity  for  certain  loss;  and  from  the  former,  the  property  itself — 
have  caused  a  more  lengthy  discussion  of  the  case,  than  its  real 
difficulties  require,  particularly  relative  to  the  second  question:  for 
scarcely  any  thing  can  be  imagined  more  inconsistent,  than  a  kind  of 
agency,  the  avowed  object  of  which  is  to  transfer  from  the  principal 
to  the  agent,  property  which  the  former  has  an  equal,  if  not  a  greater 
right  to  hold,  than  the  latter. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Waits  and  Lohdell^  for  the  plaintiff. 

Sirawbridge^  for  the  defendants. 
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Tutors,  other  than  those  by  nature,  are  deprived  of  the  tutorship,  tpto/acto,  bj  removiog 

out  of  the  state. 
And  if  they  take  with  them  the  minor,  his  domicil  remains  that  of  his  origin. 
Tho  mother  who  loaes  her  tutorship  by  marriage,  and  is  afterwards  reappointed,  holds 

the  office  under  the  law,  and  not  by  natural  right 

COURT  of  Probates  of  West  Feliciana. 

Porte Ry  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  appeal  has  been  taken  from  a  decision  of  the  court  of  probates 
in  relation  to  a  partition  of  the  estate  of  Ann  Eliza  Weeks,  deceased, 
who  was  sister  of  the  appellee,  and  daughter  of  the  appellant.  The 
intestate  died  in  Maryland,  and  the  rights  of  the  parties  before  us 
depend  on  the  fact  of  her  domicil  at  the  period  of  her  death.  If  in 
the  state  of  Louisiana,  the  mother  became  heir  to  all  th^  estate  real 
and  personal.  If  in  Maryland,  she  only  inherits  the  former,  and  the 
latter  goes  to  the  brother. 

The  father  of  the  appellee  was  a  native  of  this  state,  and  resided 
in  the  county  of  Feliciana.  In  the  year  1806,  he  went  to  Maryland, 
and  there  married  the  appellant.  Soon  after  their  marriage  they 
came  to  Louisiana.  In  the  years  1807  and  1808,  they  had  two 
children — the  intestate,  and  the  appellee.  In  the  year  1812,  the 
£Bither  died;  and  in  the  year  1813,  the  mother  returned  to  Maryland; 
but  before  leaving  this  state,  she  gave  bond  and  security  to  return. 
While  in  Maryland,  she  intermarried  with  one  Robins.  This  event 
took  place  in  1814,  and  in  the  year  1816,  she  returned  to  Louisiana 
with  her  second  husband.  They  settled  on  a  plantation  belonging 
to  the  minor  children.  In  the  year  1819,  the  estate  was  given  up  by 
the  executors  of  Weeks  to  the  representatives  of  the  minors.  Robins, 
the  stepfather,  was  appointed  tutor  to  one  of  them,  and  curator  ad 
bona  to  the  other.  He  remained  here  until  1821,  when  he  again 
went  to  Maryland,  and  took  with  him  his  wife,  the  appellee,  and  his 
sister.  In  1823,  he  returned,  rendered  his  account  as  tutor  and 
curator,  and  after  remaining  five  months  in  this  state,  he  went  back 
to  Maryland.  In  the  year  1824,  Ann  Eliza  Weeks,  whose  estate  is 
now  the  subject  of  contestation,  died  in  the  state  of  Maryland.  And 
in  the  year  1826,  Robins  returned  to  this  state,  bringing  his  family 
with  him,  and  since  died  here. 

A  good  deal  of  evidence,  parol  and  written,  was  introduced  in  the 
court  of  the  first  instance^  to  ascertain  the  object  of  these  different 
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Xihanges  of  residence:— By  the  one  party,  to  show  that  Robins's  in- 
tention was  to  remain  a  citizen  of  the  state  of  Maryland — by  tl^ 
other,  that  he  considered  himself  a  citizen  of  Louisiana,  and  that  his 
removal  was  but  temporary;  for  the  benefit  of  his  own  health,  and 
the  education  of  the  children  whom  the  law  had  intrusted  to  bis  care. 

In  this  court  the  argument  has  been  extended  to  an  examination 
of  the  law  of  domicil,  both  on  general  principles,  and  the  particular 
regulations  of  the  state  of  Louisiana;  but  the  view  which  the  court 
has  taken  of  the  case,  does  not  require  an  examination  of  these  doc- 
trines, nor,  consequently,  the  expression  of  any  opinion  in  relation  to 
them. 

Our  law  provides,  that  "the  domicil  of  the  minor,  not  emancipated, 
is  with  the  tutor."    Civil  Code,  12,  7. 

The  same  work  declares,  that  "if  the  tutor  shall  die,  or  absent 
himself  from  the  state,  another  tutor  shall  be  appointed  in  his  stead." 
Ibid.  64,  art  60. 

If  the  tutorship  ceases  ipso  facto  by  the  removal,  there  can  be  no 
question  that  the  domicil  of  the  minor,  whose  estate  is  now  the  sub- 
iect  of  contestation,  was  never  changed;  for,  at  the  moment  the  tutor 
left  the  state  with  the  intention  of  fixing  his  domicil  permanently  in 
Maryland,  he  lost  the  office.  It  followed,  he  had  no  domicil  as  tutor, 
in  the  place  to  which  he  removed:  and  if  the  minor  resided  there, 
she  did  not  reside  with  her  tutor,  because  he  ceased  to  be  such  by 
removing. 

But  if,  on  the  contrary,  the  removal  did  not  of  itself,  make  the 
tutorship  cease,  but  merely  furnished  cause  for  removal,  then  the 
affirmative  is  not  so  clear;  though  even  considered  in  that  point  of 
view,  the  same  result  would,  we  believe,  be  attained. 

We  think  the  first  is  the  sound  construction.  The  law  says:  "  If 
the  tutor  die,  or  absent  himself  from  the  state,  the  judge  shall  appoint 
another."  Now  in  case  of  death,  it  is  of  course,  that  the  tutorship 
ceases.  The  provision  cited  by  putting  the  case  of  absence  with  it, 
and  directing  the  same  thing  to  be  done  in  either  event,  evidently 
contemplated  the  same  consequences  to  result  from  both;  and  where 
the  law  does  not  distinguish,  we  should  not. 

Every  motive  of  sound  policy  supports  this  construction.  The 
office  of  tutor  is  not  only  of  great  importance  to  the  minor,  but  the 
public,  who  are  deeply  interested  in  protecting  those  who  are  not  of 
an  age  to  protect  themselves.  Tutors,  therefore,  other  than  those  by 
nature,  who  hold  their  appointment  under  the  law,  should  not  be 
permitted  to  place  themselves  out  of  the  reach  of  the  law.  To  suffer 
them  to  remain  such,  in  the  uncertainty  that  must  frequently  exist 
as  to  their  real  intention,  would  often  cause  a  serious  injury  to  the 
minor.  It  is  important  that  if  they  intend  to  remove  permanently, 
they  should  give  notice  to  that  effect;  surrender  the  office  before  they 
depart,  and  have  another  appointed  in  their  stead.  And  if  they  do 
not,  it  is  right  they  should  be  responsible  for  all  the  injury  the  minor 
may  sustain  by  the  act  of  their  removal,  without  being  permitted  to 
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enjoy  any  of  the  benefits  which  might  result  from  the  administration 
of  the  property  entrusted  to  their  charge. 

It  is  proved,  however,  in  this  case,  that  the  mother,  after  her  mar- 
riage, was  joined  with  her  second  husband  in  the  office  of  tutor  and 
curator,  and  that  she  removed  also  with  the  minors.  It  becomes, 
therefore,  necessary  to  examine,  whether  she  was  to  be  considered, 
at  the  time  of  removal  as  tutor  by  nature,  for  if  she  was,  the  tutorship 
did  not  cease.  It  has  been  decided  in  this  court,  that  a  natnral  tutor 
has  a  right  to  take  his  children  with  him  in  case  of  expatriation,  and 
that  he  does  not  cease  to  be  tutor  by  leaving  the  state.  4  Mariirij 
715. 

We  think  that  the  mother  who  marries  a  second  time  without 
taking  the  advice  of  a  family  meeting,  cannot,  in  case  of  re-ap()oint- 
ment,  be  considered  as  holding  the  office  by  natural  rights  but  under 
the  law. 

By  a  provision  in  our  Code,  it  is  declared  "  that  the  mother  who 
wishes  to  marry  again  must,  previous  to  the  celebration  of  the  mar- 
riage, apply  to  the  judge,  in  order  to  have  a  meeting  of  the  family 
called  for  the  purpose  of  deciding  whether  she  shall  remain  tutor. 
And  that  if  she  neglect  to  call  such  meeting,  she  shall  be  ipso  facto 
deprived  of  the  tutorship.'' 

The  fact  of  the  appointment  of  the  mother  and  stepfather  some 
time  after  the  marriage,  is  proof  that  the  mother  neglected  taking  the 
advice  of  a  family  meeting;  otherwise  such  an  appointment  was  use- 
less and  illegal. 

We  are  of  opinion,  that  this  appointment  was  not  reinstating  the 
mother  in  the  office  of  natural  tutrix,  but  the  conferring  of  a  new 
office;  and  that  there  was  no  positive  obligation  on  the  family  meeting 
to  appoint  her.  The  tribunals  in  France,  on  legislative  provisions 
the  same  as  ours,  have  carried  the  doctrine  still  further,  and  decided, 
that  "  from  the  moment  the  consent  of  the  family  meeting  is  obtained, 
to  the  tutrix  marrying  again,  she  ceases  to  hold  it  de  plein  droUP 
Paillette^  Manuel  de  Droit  Francais,  Note  on  the  395th  article  of 
Napoleon  Code.     Denevers,  vol.  5,  156;  Sirey,  vol  7,  156. 

As  therefore,  the  tutors  in  the  instance  before  us,  held  their  ap- 
pointment under  the  law,  they  could  not  change  the  domicil  of  the 
minor  by  moving  into  another  stale;  and  her  property,  must  be  dis- 
tributed at  her  death,  by  the  laws  of  her  domicil  of  origin. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  court  of  probates  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  audit 
is  further  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  property,  real, 
personal  and  mixed,  held  in  common  between  the  appellee,  and  his 
sister,  Ann  Eliza  Weeks,  deceased,  as  heirs  of  the  late  Caleb  Weeks, 
be  partaken  by  the  parties  to  the  suit  in  equal  portions;  and  that  the 
case  be  remanded  to  the  court  of  probates,  to  carry  said  partition  into 
effect;  the  appellee  paying  costs  of  this  appeal. 

Watts  and  Lobdell^  for  the  plaintiff. 

Pierce  and  Eustis,  for  the  defendant. 
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Osacar  v.  Louisiana  State  Insurance  Company. 
V,  N.  S.  386. 

When  it  becomes  necessary  to  place  goods  in  launches  to  transport  them  from  the  ship 
to  the  port  of  destination,  they  are  at  the  insarer's  risk  until  lauded. 

FIRST  District. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  judgment  in  this  case  condemns  the  defendants  to  the  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  insured  by  them,  with  interest  from  the  date  or  the 
judicial  demand.  Both  the  parties  complained  of  it.  The  plaintiff 
appealed  because  interest  was  not  given  on  it  from  his  first  applica- 
tion to  the  defendants;  and  they  have  prayed  for  a  revisal  of  the 
judgment,  on  an  allegation  that  no  proof  of  a  loss  was  administered. 

We  shall  consider  the  last  objection  first,  because  if  there  was  no 
proof  of  the  loss,  nothing  is  due  to  the  plaintiff;  and  consequently,  it 
is  idle  to  talk  of  interest. 

The  testimony  and  documents  show  that  the  vessel,  whose  cargo 
was  insured,  arrived  in  the  roadstead  at  Soto  La  Marina,  in  Mexico, 
on  the  last  day  of  July;  that  the  town  is  at  the  distance  of  twenty 
leagues;  that  there  is  but  few  feet  of  water  on  the  bar,  and  the  ves- 
sel, as  all  others  do,  anchored  outside;  that  goods  are  carried  up  to 
town  in  launches,  after  having  been  landed  at  a  small  military  post 
inside  the  bar;  that  two  launches  were  loaded  from  the  vessel,  and 
carried  their  loading  to  the  town;  that  on  the  6th  of  August,  a  tem- 
pest compelled  the  vessel  to  sail  away;  that  the  tempest  increased  on 
the  following  day,  and  she  never  was  heard  of;  and  it  was  supposed, 
from  the  quantity  of  broken  timber  that  floated  on  shore,  she  was 
lost. 

On  this  the  district  court,  deducting  the  amount  of  the  goods 
brought  to  town  in  the  two  launches,  from  the  sum  insured,  gave  judg- 
ment for  the  balance. 

The  defendants'  counsel  contend,  that  the  vessel  was  about  five 
days  in  the  roadstead,  and  might  have  landed  all  her  lading — and, 
perhaps,  did. 

We  are  of  opinion  the  district  judge  did  not  err;  the  goods  were 
insured  to  Soto  la  Marina,  and  were  at  the  insurers'  risk,  till  they 
reached  that  place  in  the  launches.  It  is  in  evidence  that  goods  are, 
at  times,  carried  on  mules  from  the  port  to  the  town;  it  is  clear  when 
this  is  done,  as  the  insurance  is  a  marine  one,  there  is  no  responsibility 
for  land  risks — but  nothing  shows  this  was  the  case  in  the  present 
instance. 
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It  is  in  evidence  that  two  launches  were  loaded  from  the  insnred 
vessel,  and  brought  their  lading  to  town;  the  defendants'  counsel 
ivges  the  plaintiff  has  not  shown  that  no  more  was  landed.  This  he 
could  not  do,  for  a  negative  can  not  be  proved;  if  more  was  landed, 
the  defendants  ought  to  have  shown  it 

As  to  the  interest,  as  there  was  no  evidence  of  any  actual  loss  at 
the  time  of  the  abandonment,  and  the  plaintiff  could  only  recover 
on  the  presimiption  to  which  the  total  want  of  any  account  of  the 
vessel,  during  one  year,  gave  rise;  we  are  clear  the  judge  acted  cor- 
rectly, in  denying  interest  from  the  abandonment 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Strawbridgtj  for  the  plaintiff. 

Eustis^  for  the  defendant.  * 


Police  Jury  v.  Hampton.     V,  N.  S.  389. 

71m  poliee  jury  of  New  OrletBi  may  order  repaire  on  leveee  ai  any  seoeoD  of  the  year. 

Nolioe  to  the  proprietor  mait  be  in  the  English  langoage,  if  it  be  hb  mother  toogne. 
If  the  forms  of  the  law,  in  gWvag  notice,  are  not  strictly  oompUed  with,  no  action  can  be 

naintained  against  the  owner  lor  a  breach  of  the  police  regdatioBs,  but  the  jmy  may 

reooTer  the  valne  of  the  repairs  pat  on  his  plantation  if  they  were  osefhl  and  necessary 

to  him. 

FIRST  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

This  is  an  action  to  recover  the  amount  of  321  dollars,  paid  by  the 
parish  of  New  Orleans,  for  repairs  made  on  a  plantation  of  the  defen- 
dant 

The  general  issue  is  pleaded.  There  was  judgment  in  the  inferior 
court  against  the  defendant,  and  he  appealed. 

It  appears  in  evidence,  that  on  the  10th  day  of  February,  1822,  a 
jury  was  assembled  in  pursuance  of  certain  regulations  of  the  paridi 
of  New  Orleans,  on  the  subject  of  roads,  levees  and  bridges;  who, 
after  deliberation,  directed  that  certain  repairs  were  necessary  on  the 
plantation  of  the  defendant. 

That  on  the  12th  day  of  the  same  month,  the  syndic  gave  notice 
to  the  appellant  that  if  the  work  was  not  done  in  conformity  with 
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the  directions  of  the  jury,  it  would  be  executed  at  his  expense,  in 
pursuance  of  the  16th  article  of  the  police  regulations  of  the  parish 
of  New  Orleans. 

The  defendant  not  having  complied  with  this  notice,  the  work  was 
executed  by  the  syndic;  and  it  is  proved,  that  it  was  done  on  reason- 
able terms,  and  that  the  work  was  accepted  by  the  jury. 

The  defence  has  assumed  every  ground  of  which  the  case  is  sus- 
ceptible. 

It  is  first  contended  that  by  the  12th  article  of  the  police  regulations, 
"the  work  for  the  levees  shall  begin  every  year  in  the  month  of 
July,  as  soon  as  tbe  water  is  low,  and  shall  be  finished  and  completed 
by  the  first  of  November  following,  under  penalty  for  every  such 
contravention,  of  a  fine  which  shall  not  exceed  500  dollars,  nor  be  less 
tb^n  50  dollars,  at  the  discretion  of  the  parish  judge." 

This  article  applies  to  the  general  works  to  be  done  on  the  planta- 
tions within  the  parish  in  each  year;  but  does  not  prevent  the  police 
jury  from  ordering  the  construction  of  those  that  may  become  neces- 
sary at  any  intermediate  space  of  time.  The  regulations  would  be 
quite  inadequate  to  the  purposes  of  public  convenience  and  security, 
if  they  did  not  authorise  repairs  at  any  season  of  the  year.  Levees 
and  bridges  may  be  in  a  situation  not  to  excite  apprehension  in  the 
(month  of  July,  and  yet  become  alarming  and  dangerous  before  the 
expiration  of  twelve  months.  That  such  is  the  sound  construciiptn 
of  the  article  just  cited,  is,  we  thinks  clear  by  comparing  it  with  the 
21st,  which  declares  ^*  that  besides  the  works  which  the  inhabitants 
are  bound  to  perform  at  certain  periods  of  the  year,  they  shall  be  at 
all  times  under  an  <>bligation  to  keep  their  ways,  bridges,  ditches  an^ 
levees,  in  good  repair — that  they  may  be  directed  to  make  them,  ar^i 
that  in  their  default  in  doing  so,  they  shall  be  made  at  their  expense.?' 

It  is  further  argued,  that  admitting  these  repairs  to  have  been  or- 
dered at  a  proper  time,  notice  was  not  given  in  a  legal  manner,  90^ 
that,  therefore,  the  defendant  was  not  in  default. 

The  5 1st  article  of  the  regulations  of  the  police  jury,  directs  the 
syndic  to  issue  orders  in  English,  to  the  inhabitants  who  speak  that 
language. 

It  is  proved  here,  that  the  defendant  speaks  that  language,  and  th^t 
the  order  left  at  the  plantation  was  Avritten  in  French. 

This  error,  he  contends,  exonerate^s  him  from  all  responsibility. 

The  appellees  urge,  that  the  irregularity  in  giving  notice,  if  such 
it  be,  can  have  no  other  effect,  than  to  prevent  the  police  jury  from 
:  levying  the  fines  which  their  regulations  impose  on  those  who  neg*ect 
the  orders  they  receive  from  the  syndic;  but  that  it  does  not  authorise 
the  defendant  to  enrich  himself  at  the  expense  of  others,  by  refusing 
to  pay  for  labor,  which  was  both  necessary  and  useful  to  him. 

The  merits  of  the  case  turn  on  the  correctness  of  the  last  position. 

It  is  a  maxim,  common  to  the  Jurisprudence  of  all  countries,  that 
no  one  is  permitted  to  profit  by  the  labor  of  another,  without  com- 
pensating him  for  it    Jure  naiurSB  equum  esiy  neminem  cum  al» 
Vol.  III.— 50 
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terius  detrimento  ei  injuria  fieri  locupleUnrem.  On  this  principle, 
the  Roman  jurists  held,  that  he  who  acted  for  another  hy  iransaciing 
his  business,  or  by  making  repairs  on  his  property,  could  recover  the 
amount  of  the  expenses  incurred,  or  the  value  of  the  repairs;  pro- 
vided the  acts  of  the  ne,s^otiornmgestor  were  necessary  and  useful  to 
the  person  for  whom  he  acted.  This  doctrine  has  descended  to  us, 
and  makes  a  part  of  the  positive  legislation  of  the  state.  Dig.  liv, 
50,  tit.  17,/.  206;  Ibid.  liv.  3,  tit.  5,  /.  10,  8,  1;  'Voiillier,  Droit  Civil 
Iranfois^  vol.  11,  /*/.  4,  cap.  1,  no,  49;  Civil  Code,  2274  and  2278. 

We  have,  then,  to  examine,  whether  the  work  done  was  useful 
and  necessary  to  the  defendant;  and  if  it  was,  whether  the  neglect 
of  the  police  jury  to  give  notice,  enables  the  appellant  to  profit  by 
their  labor  without  paying  for  it. 

The  jury  having  failed  to  give  notice  according  to  their  own  regula- 
tions, it  isclear  the  defendant  was  not  benefited  by  being  discharged 
from  any  fine  which  might  be  atfixed  to  a  disobedience  of  them; 
or,  until  notified,  he  was  not  responsible  for  a  breach  of  them.  But 
that  the  work  was  necessary  and  useful,  in  discharging  the  defendant 
from  the  obligation  imposed  on  him  by  their  regulations  to  keep  his 
levees  and  roads  in  good  repair,  and  consequently  in  saving  him  from 
the  damage  to  which  he  would  have  been  exposed  had  the  properly 
of  his  neighbors  sustained  any  injury,  is  manifest  from  a  reference  to 
the  regulations  established  by  the  police  jury. 

These,  from  the  first  to  the  sevenih  article,  prescribe  the  manner 
in  which  roads,  bridges,  and  levees,  shall  be  made.  The  twelfth,  di- 
rects the  time  when  the  work  shall  be  done;  and  affixes  a  fine  for 
disobedience.  And  the  sixteenih  authorises  the  work  to  he  done  for 
them.  The  twenty-first  prescribes  that,  **  besides  the  work  which 
the  inhabitants  are  bound  to  perform,  at  certain  periods  of  the  year, 
by  virtue  of  the  present  regulations,  they  shall,  at  all  times,  be  under 
obligation  to  keep  their  ways,  bridges,  ditches,  and  levees,  in  good 
repair,  and  free  from  all  kinds  of  filth  and  weeds;  in  order,  princi|»ally 
that  the  holes  which  may  exist  in  the  levees  be  perceived.  And  if, 
after  being  duly  required  and  notified  by  the  syndic  of  their  district, 
to  execute  the  said  repairs,  they  refuse  or  neglect  to  do  so,  wuhin 
the  prescribed  delay,  they  shall  be  condemned  to  a  fine  of  ten  dol- 
lars; and  the  syndic  shall  cause  the  said  repairs  to  be  made  at  the 
expense  of  the  defaulter,  according  to  the  sixteenth  article  of  this 
ordinnnce.'* 

It  is  a  general  principle,  that  whoever  is  injured  by  the  failure  of 
another  to  comply  with  a  legal  oblij».uion,  has  an  action  at  law,  to 
be  compensated  for  the  injury  he  has  sustained.  The  obli^tionsof 
feach  riparian  owner  or  possessor  of  lands  within  the  limits  of  the 
parish  of  Orleans,  are  established  ill  express  and  positive  terms,  by 
the  article  referred  to.  And  any  person  who  would  suffer  by  a  ne- 
glect of  these  obligations,  ci>uld  ^'ertainly  demand  and  recover  the 
damage  he  sustained  by  a  breadi  of  them.  The  notice  required  by  the 
latter  part  of  that  article,  does  not  create  the  obligation,  nor  impair 
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the  right  of  a  co-proprietor  to  compensation  in  case  he  sustained  an 
injury.  It  is  only  in  relation  to  the  fine  given  to  the  public,  and  pro- 
vides for  the  manner  it  should  be  enforced;  but  leaves  the  private 
right  untouched.  It  proceeds  on  the  familiar  distinction  between 
the  penalty  given  in  a  prosecution  on  the  part  of  the  public  for  a 
breach  of  its  laws,  and  the  right  of  an  individual  to  bring  an  action 
against  him  by  whom  the  injury  has  been  inflicted.  And  a  failure 
of  the  police  jury  to  pursue  the  formalities  necessary  for  them  to  re- 
cover their  fines,  could  no  more  weaken  the  claim  of  a  party  injured 
by  the  overflowing  of  the  river,  to  obtain  compensation  to  the  amount 
of  the  damage  he  sustained,  than  an  irregularity  on  the  part  of  the 
state,  in  an  indictment  against  a  person  who  had  committed  an  as- 
sault and  battery,  would  afiect  the  right  of  the  individual  assaulted  and 
beaten,  in  an  action  which  he  might  bring  in  his  own  name  for  the 
damages  he  had  sustained. 

Another  reason  fortifies  this  construction.  The  fine  imposed  is 
only  ten  dollars.  An  amount  not  at  all  proportionate  to  the  injury 
that  might  follow.  The  great  danger  to  which  the  lower  part  of  this 
state  is  exposed  from  the  periodical  rise  of  the  Mississippi,  is  a  fact 
which  requires  no  evidence  in  this  cause  to  make  known  to  the  court. 
And  if  it  did,  the  numerous  regulations  of  the  police  jury,  which  are 
in  proof  before  us,  would  establish  it.  It  can  not  be  believed  then 
that  those  to  whom  this  important  branch  of  police  is  intrusted, 
intended  no  other  penalty  should  follow  a  neglect  of  regulations  which 
might  put  the  surrounding  country  under  inundation,  and  ruin  the 
crops  of  their  neighbours,  than  the  sum  of  ten  dollars.  It  is  rather 
to  be  presumed,  this  was  added  to  the  heavy  obligation  which  re- 
sponsibility to  individuals  created. 

If  such  were  the  obligations  imposed  on  the  defendant,  the  danger 
to  which  he  was  exposed  by  leaving  his  levee  out  of  repair  was  great, 
and  the  work  done  can  be  regarded  in  no  other  light,  than  useful  and 
neoessary  to  him.  He  is  a  resident  of  South  Carolina.  His  planta- 
tion was  uninhabited,  and  he  had  no  agent  here;  or  if  he  had,  there 
is  no  proof  of  that  fact.  The  repairs  made  by  the  appellees,  we  are 
bound  to  believe,  prevented  the  plantation  of  the  appellant  from  inun- 
dation, and  saved  him  from  the  responsibility  he  would  have  fallen 
under  to  his  neighbors,  had  their  property  been  injured  by  his  fault. 

He  should,  therefore,  pay  for  the  labor  by  which  he  was  benefitted; 
and  it  would  be  unjust  that,  in  this  matter,  he  should  enrich  himself 
at  the  expense  of  others. 

This  doctrine  does  not  in  any  manner  impugn  that  on  which  the 
case  of  Bonligny  v,  Dormenon  et  uL  was  decided  in  this  court.  There 
the  proprietor  interfered  before  the  contract  made  by  the  police  jury 
had  been  carried  into  eflect,  and  he  succeeded,  because  the  regulations 
for  the  construction  of  the  levees  had  not  been  promulgated,  and 
were  not  binding  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish.  Here  the  obliga- 
tion existed,  in  virtue  of  rules  which  had  the  force  of  law.  The  con- 
tract has  been  executed,  and  the  question  is  not  what  would  have 
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been  the  right  of  the  appellant  had  he  come  forward  to  prevent  the 
work  being  done.  It  is  possible  he  might  have  chosen  to  brare  all 
the  consequences,  and  let  the  plantation  remain  without  proper  levees 
until  duly  notified.  But  his  responsibility  now  can  not  be  tried  by 
that  test.  It  is  by  a  reference  to  his  duties,  and  to  a  presumed  obe- 
dience to  them,  had  he  been  there,  that  the  rights  of  the  negoiiorvm 
gesfor  are  to  be  ascertained.  Such  an  argument  might  be  used  ia 
any  and  every  case,  and  would  render  the  whole  doctrine  of  our  law 
on  this  subject  useless,  and  of  no  effect  Si  qvis  abseniis  negotia 
ges^erily  licet  ignorantia;  iamen  qvidquid  utiliier  in  rem  gus 
impenderit  vtl  etiam  ipse  se  in  rem  abnentis  alicui  obUgatferit, 
haheat  eo  nomine  actionem.     Dig,  Lib.  3,  tit.  5,  A^.  2. 

The  failure  of  the  police  jury  to  give  notice,  can  not  defeat  this 
action.  It  is  founded  on  the  great  principle  of  equity,  that  no  man 
shall  profit  by  the  labor  of  another  without  compensation ;  and  neither 
error,  nor  bad  faith,  on  the  part  of  the  negotiorum  gestor,  will  pre- 
vent him  recovering  the  amount  to  which  he  has  benefitted  another, 
if  the  work  done  was  useful  and  necessary.  Dig.  Lib.  3,  tii.  5.  No. 
6^83. 

It  has  been  decided  in  this  court,  that  a  sheriff  might  recover  on  a 
quantum  meruit  for  keeping  slaves,  although  he  had  not  strictly 
complied  with  the  law,  and  could  not  sustain  an  action  in  his  official 
capacity.    3  N.  S.  576. 

The  judgment  of  the  district  court  should,  therefore,  be  affirmed, 
with  costs.  ' 

Moreauy  for  the  plaintiff. 

Preston f  for  the  defendant 


Dorsey  v.  His  Creditors.     V,  N.  S.  399. 

Tlie  estate  of  an  inaolyent  may  be  taxed  with  the  fee  due  the  attorney  who  fM  the 

biian. 
But  the  compensation  cannot  exceed  250  dollars. 

FIRST  District. 

Mabtin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  syndics  being  cited  to  show  cause  why  they  should  not  pay 
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to  the  attorney  of  the  insolvent,  1000  dollars  for  his  professional  ser- 
vices in  tliis  case,  as  a  privileged  debt,  out  of  any  moneys  in  their 
bands,  denied  that  the  sum  was  due. 

A  gentleman  of  the  bar  deposed,  that  having  seen  and  examined 
the  proceedings,  and  taken  into  consideration  the  importance  of  the 
transaction,  and  the  trouble  the  attorney  must  have  been  at — the 
whole  having  as  it  appears,  been  managed  by  him — he  thought  an 
allowance  of  1500  dollars  for  his  services,  but  reasonable. 

Two  others  deposed:  the  sum  claimed  is,  in  their  opinion,  a  mo* 
derate  one,  accoraing  to  the  amount  claimed  and  allowed  for  similar 
services. 

The  rule  was  made  absolute,  and  the  syndics  appealed. 

Their  counsel  argues  in  this  court,  that  the  allowance  is  extravagant. 

The  attorney  contends  that  there  is  neither  bill  of  exceptions,  nor 
statement  of  facts,  &c.  that  may  enable  this  court  to  act  on  the  merits 
of  the  case;  and  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  decision  appealed  from, 
contrary  to  law  or  evidence. 

It  does  not  appear  to  us  that  there  is  any  substance  in  the  first 
objection  of  the  appellee,  as  the  testimony  appears  to  have  been 
reduced  to  writing  in  court.  His  second,  and  tliat  of  the  appellants, 
wilt  be  considered  together. 

We  have  recognised  the  right  of  the  attorney  of  a  ceding  debtor  to 
a  remuneration  out  of  the  ceded  properly  (to  be  taxed  by  the  court) 
for  that  portion  of  his  services  which  is  beneficial  to  the  creditors. 
Morel  V.  Mezotiere^s  Syndics,  3  Mart,  In  that  case,  the  legality 
of  the  demand  was  also  contested;  its  quantum  was  not  contested. 

It  is  not  for  all  the  services  rendered  by  the  attorney  to  the  insolvent, 
his  client,  that  the  syndics  are  to  be  charged;  but  only  for  those  from 
which  they  derived  a  benefit,  as  the  fihng  of  the  petition  for  the  cession, 
and  of  the  meeting  of  the  creditors.  If,  afterwards,  a  contest  arises,  as 
it  may,  between  the  insolvent  and  the  syndics,  as  when  he  claims, 
and  they  oppose  his  discharge,  the  latter  cannot  be  charged  with  the 
fees  of  their  own  attorney  and  that  of  the  debtor's,  who  act  in  opposi- 
tion to  them. 

As  the  services  to  be  thus  compensated  are  rendered  under  the 
eye  of  the  court,  the  taxation  ought  to  be  made  on  its  own  respon- 
sibility, which  ought  not  to  be  shifted  from  the  bench  on  the  bar,  as 
it  appears  to  have  been  done  in  this  case,  in  which  the  decision  is 
made  on  the  opinion  of  attorneys,  that  the  charge  is  moderate,  and 
but  reasonable. 

In  the  present  case  the  appellee  filed  the  petition,  and  obtained 
the  order  for  a  meeting,  at  which  he  attended  his  client.  Afterwards, 
none  of  the  creditors  making  any  opposition,  he  moved  for,  and 
obtained  the  homologation  of  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting,  and 
the  discharge  of  the  insolvent;  and  made  the  motion  for,  and  obtained 
the  allowance  complained  of. 

The  measure  of  the  reward  of  professional  service,  is  the  exertion 
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ef  legal  knowledge,  the  responsibiluy  incurred,  and  the  labor  be- 
stowed. 

Few,  indeed,  are  the  cases  in  which  an  attorney  has  less  legal 
knowledge  to  exert,  or  labor  to  bestow,  than  in  an  application  for  a 
meeting  of  creditors.  Indeed,  a  blank  petition  would  answer  in  every 
case,  and  require  only  the  filling  up  the  blanks  for  names,  places  and 
dates.  The  amount  of  property  or  debts,  active  and  passive,  however 
great,  does  not  render  the  responsibility  incurred  much  so.  A  suit, 
on  a  plain  note  of  hand,  demands  more  exertion  of  legal  knowledge, 
and  imposes  a  greater  responsibility. 

It  would  not  be,  therefore,  easy  for  a  judge,  even  if  the  ophiion  of 
witnesses  was  to  relieve  him  from  responsibility,  to  conoe  to  the  con- 
clusion of  the  first  witness,  that  1500  dollars  would  be  but  a  moderate 
compensation  for  the  appellee's  services.  In  this  state,  the  services 
of  the  law  officers  are  as  hberally  estimated,  perhaps  more  so,  than 
in  any  other  in  the  Union;— yet,  till  very  lately,  this  sum  was  deemed 
a  fair  annual  compensation  of  the  attorney-general,  and  some  of  the 
district  judges.  ^ 

A  prosecution  of  the  lightest  misdemeanor  demands  from  the 
attorney-general,  the  exertion  of  more  legal  knowledge,  and  imposes 
more  labor  and  responsibility,  and  consumes  more  time,  than  all  the 
services  of  the  attorney  of  an  insolvent,  for  which  tl»e  creditors  are 
to  be  taxed.  Yet,  except  in  the  first  appointment  of  an  attorney- 
general  of  the  state,  (of  which  it  does  not  behoove  the  member  of  this 
court,  who  has  now  the  honor  of  being  its  organ,  to  speak,)  gentlemen 
of  great  merit  have  easily  been  found  to  fill  the  office — no  one  ever 
refused  it,  or  resigned  it,  except  on  a  call  to  another,  and  more  dig- 
nified office. 

Vastly  different,  indeed,  must  be  the  measure  of  compensation  in 
the  legislative  and  judicial  departments  of  this  state,  if  the  sum  which 
is  deemed  by  the  former  a  fair  compensation  for  the  attention  of  the 
attorney-general  to  all  state  prosecutions,  and  to  the  call  of  state 
officers  for  opinions  daring  one  year,  and  for  the  services  of  a  district 
judge  during  the  same  period — l>e  considered  by  the  latter,  as  but 
reasonable  for  the  services  now  under  consideration. 

The  two  other  witnesses  consider  the  demand  as  reasonable,  ac- 
cording to  what  is  claimed  and  allowed  in  similar  cases.  Now  the 
allowances  referred  to  by  the  gentlemen,  are  those  made  by  inferior 
judges.  When  the  present  allowance  is  complained  of  on  the  soors 
of  extravagance,  the  appellate  court  cannot  sanction  it  because  de- 
cisions, equally  erroneous,  have  taken  place  befot^e  by  judges  a  ynibus. 
The  judge  ad  qvtmy  cannot  take  the  opinion  of  the  one  a  quoj  for 
his  rule  of  decision. 

Leaving  aside  the  opinion  of  witnesses,  the  judge  below  ought  to 
have  acted  on  his  own  responsibility,  as  in  the  case  of  taxing  the 
services  of  referees,  or  the  attorney  of  absent  creditors. 

In  the  latter  case,  however,  which  is  a  parallel  one  to  ttie  present, 
the  legislature  has  not  left  the  creditors  absolutely  at  the  discretion  of 
the  judge.    It  has  fixed  the  maximum  of  the  compensation  they  may 
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be  taxed  for.  The  remuneration  of  this  gentleman  is  contingent — 
for  it  is  payable  out  of  a  special  fund  alone,  the  part  of  the  ceded 
estate  coming  to  the  absent  creditors.  It  cannot  in  any  case  exceed 
2i  per  cent,  and  is  to  be  reduced  to  250  dollars,  if  this  per  centage 
exceed  that  sum.    Acts  of  Ass.  1817. 

Now,  it  is  not  doing  any  injustice  to  the  appellee  to  consider  his 
and  that  case  parallel  ones.  The  services  of  the  attorney  of  the  absent 
creditors,  demand  the  exertion  of  more  legal  knowledge,  more  labor, 
and  impose  a  greater  responsibility,  than  those  for  which  the  appellee 
may  claim  compensation.  The  absent  credhors  are  to  be  informed 
of  the  failure— the  claim  of  any  of  them,  if  greater  than  admitted  by 
the  insolvent,  must  be  supported — that  of  any  present  creditor  must 
be  examined,  and  if  excessive,  attempted  to  be  reduced,  and  the  con- 
duct of  the  syndics  must  be  watched. 

As  in  algebra,  unknown  numbers  must  be  sought  by  comparisons 
of  known  ones— so,  in  law,  the  just  decisions  in  cases  in  which  the 
legislator  is  silent,  must  be  sought  in  an  analogy  with  those  in  which 
he  has  spoken.  Thus  in  taxnig  professional  services,  in  cases  of 
insolvency,  when  the  will  of  the  legislator  is  expressed  on  any  occasion, 
it  cannot  be  disregarded  in  a  similar  or  analogous  one.  After  taxmg, 
according  to  the  statute,  the  services  of  the  attorney  of  the  absent 
creditors  at  250  dollars,  or  les?,  a  court  cannot  well  tax  those  of  the 
attorney  of  the  insolvent,  evidently  requiring  less  exertion  of  legal 
knowledge,  less  labor,  and  imposing  less  responsibility  at  1000  dollars 
— the  fourfold  of  the  maximum. 

The  administration  of  justice  in  this  state  has  laid  under  some 
opprobrium,  as  to  the  dilapidation  and  waste  by  law  charges  of  the 
estates  of  the  deceased  and  insolvent;  and  this  tribunal  ought  not  to 
refuse  its  interference,  when  in  a  particular  case  it  is  sought  for  relief 
of  the  injured.  When  in  prescribing  the  mode  of  administering 
those  estates,  the  legislature  strongly  recommends  moderation  and 
economy,  the  courts  ought  not  to  run  into  the  opposite  extremes  of 
profusion  and  waste. 

We  think  the  district  judge  erred. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  proceeding  to  give  such 
judgment  as,  in  our  opinion  ought  to  have  been  given  below,  we 
have  not  deemed  it  inconsistent  with  our  duty  to  allow  the  maximum 
of  the  eompensation  of  the  attorney  of  absent  creditors,  as  ttie  anKMint 
of  property  c(*ded,  and  active  and  passive  debt  is  in  this  case  very 
large;  and  the  debtor  has  by  a  very  early  cession,  manifested  a  sincere 
disposition  to  diminish  as  much  as  in  him  lay  the  loss  of  his  creditors; 
a  line  of  conduct  which  we  are  not  unwilling  to  attribute  in  some 
degree  to  the  honest  advice  of  the  appellee:  it  is,  therefore,  ordered, 
adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  syndics  pay  him  out  of  any  funds  in 
their  hands,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  with  costs  below,  and  that 
he  pay  costs  in  this  court 

EusiiSj  for  the  syndics. 

Pitrcty  in  propria  persona. 
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Bowman  v.  Flower.     V,  N.  S.  407. 

When  one  of  the  judges  of  the  Supremo  Court  is  unable  to  sit  in  a  cau«e  and  the  other 
two  differ  in  opinion,  no  judgment  can  be  rendered,  nor  is  thut  of  the  court  below 
affirmed  by  the  failure  to  reverse. 

FIRST  District. 

PoRTBR,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

The  presiding  judge  of  the  court  being  connected  by  affinity  with 
one  of  the  parties,  declined  trying  it«  l*he  other  judges  by  whom 
the  cause  was  heard,  being  divided  iu  their  opinion,  no  judgment 
could  be  pronounced. 

An  application  is  now  made  by  the  appellee  to  have  the  judgment 
affirmed  on  the  ground  that  as  there  is  not  a  majority  of  this  tribunal 
willing  to  reverse  the  decree  of  the  court  of  the  first  instance,  it  re- 
Hiains  with  the  same  force  and  effect  as  if  no  appeal  had  been  taken. 

We  are  both  of  opinion  the  demand  cannot  be  acceded  to.  The 
application  is,  it  is  tme,  supported  by  the  usage  in  common  law 
countries  on  a  writ  of  error,  where  nothing  is  drawn  into  examination, 
but  matters  of  Ic^w,  and  where,  as  the  counsel  has  correctly  said,  the 
question  put  is,<<shall  the  judgment  of  the  court  below  be  reversed?"' 
But  in  this  state  the  appeal  opens  the  whole  cause  on  the  merits,  and 
the  question  with  us  is  not  whether  the  judgment  below  shall  be 
reversed,  but  whether  the  plaintiff  shall  recover  or  not« 

The  act  of  IS25,  which  provides  that  on  the  judges  recusing  them- 
selves, the  judgment  of  the  court  below  shall  be  provisionally  executed, 
is  a  clear  expression  of  legislative  opinion,  that  such  an  act  was 
necessary,  and  that  without  it  an  appeal  pending  in  the  court  which 
could  not  be  tried,  would  nehher  affirm  the  judgment  below  nor 
enable  the  appellee  to  execute  it.  We  have  been  unable  to  find 
any  thing  in  our  law  which  will  authorise  us  to  say,  that  a  less 
number  than  a  majority  of  the  court,  can  pronounce  judgment  for  or 
against  either  of  the  parties;  and  we  think  that  until  that  is  done, 
the  judgment  below,  which  is  opened  by  the  appeal,  remains  so,  and 
cannot  have  the  force  o{  res  judicata. 

The  legislature  has  only  provided  for  the  judgment  below  being 
provisionally  executed  in  two  cases — an  appeal  without  security,  and 
the  judges  recusing  themselves.     We  cannot  extend  it  to  a  third. 

The  rule  must  be,  therefore,  discharged. 

Watts  and  Lobdeil,  for  the  plaintifil 

Woodroofj  for  the  defendant. 
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Milne  v.  Davidson.     V,  N.  S.  4a9. 

A  coDtract  to  rent  a  house  for  a  porpoee  forbidden  by  a  citj  ordinance  is  illeg^tl,  and  oan- 

not  be  enforoed  in  a  court  of  justice. 
The  authority  of  the  corporation  of  New  Orleans,  to  prevent  or  abate  nuisances,  is  of  • 

▼ery  extensive  nature,  and  a  strongs  caso  of  abuse  must  be  shown  to  induce  the  court 

to  interfere  with  ita  ezerciac 

FIRST  District 

PoRTEH,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  parties  to  this  suit,  on  the  13th  July,  1824,  entered  into  the 
following  agreenoent: 

**  Alexander  Milne  agrees  to  let  to  Doctor  Richard  Davidson,  the 
premises  the  said  Davidson  now  occupies,  as  a  hospital,  at  the  comer 
of  Levee  street  and  Marigny's  canal,  for  the  term  of  twelve  months, 
commencing  on  the  15th  July,  1824,  and  ending  on  the  15th  July, 
1825,  for  the  sum  of  1000  dollars  payable  quarterly." 

There  existed,  at  the  time  of  this  agreement,  an  ordinance  of  the 
eity  of  New  Orleans,  which  prohibited  the  erection  of  a  private 
bospidal  within  its  incorporated  limits,  and,  in  consequence  thereof, 
ttie  defendant  was  expelled  by  the  municipal  authorities  from  the 
premises. 

The  court  below  was  of  opinion,  that  as  the  agreement  was  made 
in  opposition  to,  and  in  violation  of  a  positive  law,  the  plaintiff  could 
not  recover.  From  the  judgment  rendered  in  conformity  therewith, 
he  has  appealed. 

The  case  has  been  heard  in  this  court  ex  parte;  the  counsel  for  the 
appellee  not  appnearing. 

The  1 57th  article  of  our  Code  declares, — ^«'that  all  things  that  are 
not  forbidden  by  law,  may  legally  become  the  subject  of,  or  the  nK>tive 
for,  contracts."    Civil  Code,  1757. 

It  follows,  therefore,  that  those  things  which  are  forbidden  by  law, 
cannot  become  the  subject  of,  or  the  motive  for,  contracts. 

The  appellant  contends,  in  the  first  place,  that  those  expressions  in 
our  Code  refer  to  contracts  passed  in  violation  of  the  general  law  of 
the  land,  not  to  those  which  are  made  in  opposition  to  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  particular  corporations. 

The  force  of  this  distinction  is  not  perceived  by  the  court  The 
ordinances  of  corporations,  while  acting  within  the  powers  conferred 
on  them  by  the  legislature,  have  as  binding  an  effect  on  the  partietw 
lar  members  of  that  corporation,  as  the  acts  of  the  general  assembly 
have  on  the  citizens  throughout  the  state;  and  it  is  as  much  a  breach 
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of  duty  to  evade  or  violate  the  one,  as  it  would  be  to  evade  or  violate 
the  other.     The  moral  and  legal  obligation  to  obey  them  is  the  same, 
and  the  consequences  of  non-obedience,  ought  to  be  the  same. 

But  the  defendant  has  more  seriously  urged,  in  the  second  place, 
that  this  ordinance  is  one  which  the  city  council  had  no  authority  to 
enact;  and  that,  consequently,  it  was  not  illegal  for  the  parties  to 
violate  it. 

An  act  of  the  legislature,  passed  the  14th  of  March,  1826,  gives  to 
the  mayor  and  city  council,  full  power  and  authority  to  make  and 
pass  such  by-laws  as  they  shall  deem  necessary  to  maintain  the 
cleanliness  and  salubrity  of  the  city.     3  Afart,  Dig.  224,  226. 

In  opposition  to  the  strong  support,  which  the  case  of  the  appellee 
derives  from  the  extensive  power  conferred  on  the  municipal  autho- 
rity by  this  legislation,  the  defendant  has  contended,  that  the  ordi- 
nance violates  natural  right;  and  he  has  sustained  the  general  rea- 
soning which  he  offered  to  the  court,  by  cases  determined  in  New 
York,  and  England,  where  it  was  held,  that  the  fears  of  mankind, 
although  well  founded,  did  not  justify  a  court  of  justice  in  ordering 
the  object  which  excited  their  apprehensions  to  be  abated  as  a  nui- 
sance. 

The  natural  right  to  the  enjoyment  of  property,  in  opposition  to 
the  positive  regulations  of  society,  is  a  subject  of  little  utility  in  a 
court  of  justice.  It  is  true,  that  the  right  to  acquire  property  may  be 
regarded  as  one  of  those  which  is  inherent  in  man:  but  this  right 
which  took  its  rise  in  the  law  of  nature,  has  received  its  perfection, 
and  had  a  permanency  given  to  it,  by  municipal  or  civil  law:  and  it 
is  in  relation  to  this  law,  that  the  right  of  individuals,  to  the  possession 
and  enjoyment  of  things,  must  be  examined.  I'he  modifications 
which  legislative  power  may  make  in  the  possession,  use,  and  distri- 
bution of  property,  are  infinite,  and  nearly  every  contest  which  arises 
in  courts  of  justice,  proceeds  from  the  real  or  imputed  violation  of 
some  1  ne  of  those  modifications;  any  one  of  which*  might  be  urged 
to  be  a  violation  of  natural  law,  with  as  much  reason  as  that  of 
which  the  appellant  now  complains.  Our  Code  defines  absolute 
ownership  to  be,  that  which  gives  the  right  to  enjoy,  and  to  dispose 
of  one*s  property  in  the  most  unlimited  manner;  provided  it  is  not 
used  in  a  way  prohibited  by  laws  or  ordinances.  Civil  Code,  483. 

The  cases  read  by  appellant's  counsel,  from  the  common  law 
books,  certainly  go  to  show  that  an  establishment,  such  as  that  con- 
templated by  the  parties  to  this  action,  at  the  time  the  lease  was  made, 
would  not  be  illegal  in  countries  governed  by  that  jurisprudence. 
But  the  authority  of  the  city  council  to  make  the  regulation  com- 
plained of,  cannot  be  tested  by  the  principles  of  the  common  law  in 
relation  to  nuisances.  No  such  guide  is  given  to  them  by  the  charter. 
No  such  limit  can  be  inferred  from  the  motives  which  we  must  sap- 
pose  induced  such  a  grant  of  power,  nor  from  the  language  by  which 
it  is  conferred.  The  police  of  cities  requires  many  regulations  which 
grow  out  of  their  situation,  their  climates  and  their  population;  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


FEBRUARY  TERM,  1827.  599 

[Milne  v,  Davidson.] 

many  things  which  would  not  amount  to  a  nuisance  at  common  law, 
might  be  hurtful  here.  An  illustration  of  this  may  be  found  in  the 
general  recourse  to  quarantine  regulations  in  warm  climates,  and  the 
rare  resort  to  them  in  cold  ones. .  In  a  city  like  ours,  where  a  dread- 
ful epidemic,  frequently  returning,  checks  its  growth,  and  occasions 
a  great  mortality  among  its  citizens,  too  much  care  cannot  be  taken 
to  remove  the  causes  which  .give  rise  to  it.  We  have  no  doubt  that 
the  spirit  and  intention  of  the  act  of  the  legislature  was  (as  its  lan- 
guage indicates)  that  an  extensive  discretion  should  be  vested  in  the 
city  council.  A  much  stronger  case  than  that  now  before  us,  must 
be  presented,  to  induce  this  court  to  interfere,  and  say  that  regulations, 
having  for  their  object  public  health,  were  beyond  their  power 
because  they  are  contrary  to  our  ideas  of  expediency. 

Being,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that  the  city  council  possessed  the  au- 
thority to  prohibit  the  erection  of  private  hospitals;  it  follows,  that 
an  agreement,  made  in  direct  violation  of  it,  cannot  be  enforced  in  a 
court  of  justice. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  he  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Preston^  for  the  plaintiff. 

Smithy  for  the  defendant. 
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Dufau  V.  Degruys.     V,  N.  S.  416. 

The  vendee  of  a  tract  of  land  to  which  was  attached  a  right  of  pre-emption  of  the  land  in 
the  rear,  and'who,  while  in  possession,  boaght  the  same  from  the  United  States,  remains 
the  proprietor  thereof,  though  the  sale  to  him  of  the  front  tract  be  sobseqoentlj 
rescinded. 

FIRST  District. 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  suit  is  brought  to  recover  a  iract  of  land  which  was  purchased 
by  one  Ueflechier,  as  owner  of  the  front  tract  on  the  Mississippi,  in 
pursuance  of  a  preference  granted  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
to  front  proprietors,  in  purchasing  land  immediately  in  the  rear  of 
their  possessions;  and  which  was  sold  by  him  to  the  defendant,  in 
whose  favor  judgment  being  rendered  in  the  court  below,  the  plain- 
tiff appealed. 

The  evidence  of  the  case,  as  gathered  from  the  record  and  docu- 
ments therein  referred  to,  seems  to  establish  the  following  facts:— 
The  appellant  sold  the  front  tract  of  land  to  Deflechier,  on  the  Sih  of 
February,  18.^2,  together  with  a  number  of  slaves,  as  mentioned  in 
the  act  of  sale,  the  price  stipulated  for  the  whole  property  being 
61,000  dollars;  3000  of  which  were  paid  as  acknowledged  by  the 
seller,  and  the  balance  to  be  paid  in  annual  instalments;  while  De- 
flechier owned  and  held  the  tract  thus  purchased  by  him,  viz : — on  the 
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19th  of  March  of  the  year  above  stated,  he  appUed  for,  and  finally 
purchased  and  paid  the  price  of  the  land  in  the  rear  of  the  plantation 
which  he  then  held  as  owner;  and,  afterwards,  on  the  18th  of  Sep- 
tember in  the  same  year,  sold  it  to  the  defendant,  by  act  under  private 
signature.  On  the  12th  of  June,1823,  Deflechier  failed,  and  made 
a  cession  of  his  properly,  &c.  The  sale  from  Dnfau  to  him  has  been 
rescinded  in  consequence  of  the  non-payment  of  the  price;  and  under 
this  rescission,  he  now  claims  the  property  in  dispute,  as  being  an 
accessory  or  appendage  to,  and  legally  inseparable  from,  the  front 
land,  of  which  he  is  owner. 

The  only  question  of  law,  which  arises  out  of  these  facts,  must  be 
solved  by  an  interpretation  of  the  acts  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of 
pre-emption,  in  relation  to  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States. 

The  law,  under  which  the  purchase  was  made,  is  found  in  an  act 
of  1820,  which  revived  and  continued  in  force  for  two  years,  the  5th 
sect,  of  the  act  passed  in  March,  1811,  which  granted  a  preference 
to  owners  of  land  bordering  on  water  courses,  in  becoming  the  pur- 
chasers of  vacant  land  immediately  in  the  rear  of  their  front  tracts. 
This  right  of  preference  or  pre-emption,  so  long  as  it  existed  merely 
as  such,  and  was  not  consummated  by  actual  purchase  of  the  back  tract 
of  land,  remained  an  accessory  and  appendage  of  the  front  tract; 
biit  we  are  of  opinion,  that  the  moment  the  purchase  was  completed, 
it  cerised  to  be  any  longer  appurtenant  and  appended  to  the  front 
property;  and  was  held  by  the  purchaser  in  separate,  complete  and 
full  ownership,  and  might  legally  be  sold  as  separate,  distinct  and 
independent  of  the  land  in  front.  Until  the  rescission  of  the  con- 
tract of  sale,  Deflechier  must  be  considered  as  owner  of  the  property 
sold;  and  while  he  was  owner,  he  made  the  purchase  of  the  premi- 
ses in  dispute,  and  has  since  transferred  them  to  the  appellee. 

Under  these  peculiar  circumstance  of  this  case,  the  plaintiff  ap- 
pears with  little  strength  indeed,  in  support  of  his  present  claim,  as 
he  suffered  almost  the  whole  term,  limited  for  the  exercise  of  the 
right  of  pre-emption,  to  elapse  while  he  was  actual  owner  and  pos- 
sessor of  the  front  tract. 

It  is  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Lockeli^  for  the  plaintiff. 

Orymes,  for  the  defendant. 
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Boberts  v.  Kinchen  et  al.    V,  N.  S.  41 9. 

Tbe  expiration  of  the  office  of  a  curator,  doe*  not  prcTent  the  execution  of  a  writ  inued 
in  hit  name  while  he  legally  repraaented  the  estate. 

EIGHTH  District. 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Id  this  case  the  plaintitf  obtained  an  injunction  to  stay  proceedings 
on  an  execution  which  had  issued  on  a  judgment  rendered  against 
him  in  favor  of  one  of  the  defendants,  as  curator  of  the  estate  of  Ger- 
rard  Morris.  On  hearing  the  cause,  the  injunction  was  dissolved,  and 
from  the  judgment  of  dissolution  the  plaintiff  appealed. 

The  case  comes  up  on  a  statement  of  facts,  and  bill  of  exceptions 
to  the  opinion  of  the  judge  a  quo,  by  which  he  refused  a  continuance 
of  the  cause.  But  as  the  evidence,  for  want  of  which  the  continu- 
ance was  prayed,  appears  to  be  admitted  in  the  statement  of  facts,  it 
is  now  unnecessary  t  o  inquire  into  the  correctness  of  the  proceedings 
by  which  the  defendants  were  ruled  to  trial. 

The  statement  of  facts  shows,  that  Morris,  the  intestate,  died  in  the 
state  of  Georgia;  that  one  Baylys  was  appointed  administrator  of  bis 
estate,  and  guardian  of  his  minor  children  in  that  state;  that  he  came 
to  the  parish  of  St.  Helena,  in  this  state,  where  certain  negro  slaves 
were  delivered  to  him,  as  belonging  to  the  estate  of  which  he  had 
obtained  administration  in  Georgia;  and  that  he  sold  and  delivered 
these  slaves  to  the  appellant. 

It  is  further  shown  by  the  statement,  that  Baylys,  on  his  return  to 
the  state  of  Georgia,  was  removed  from  both  his  offices,  of  adminis- 
trator and  guardian,  and  another  person  appointed  in  his  place;  and 
that  after  the  trial  of  the  cause  of  Kinchen,  Curator,  v,  Roberts,  and 
the  issuing  of  the  execution,  Kinchen  settled  up  his  account  of  cura- 
torship;  and  was  discharged  from  his  trust  by  the  probate  court  of 
St.  Helena. 

The  only  question  which  we  deem  worthy  of  consideration  arising 
out  of  these  facts  is,  whether  the  sheriff  can  legally  proceed  in  the 
execution  of  the  writ,  after  the  disability  of  the  plaintilf  in  the  former 
suit,  occcasioiied  by  his  discharge  from  the  office  of  curator.  The  ca- 
pacity of  Kinchen  as  curator,  to  sue  and  obtain  judgment  at  the  time 
it  was  rendered,  cannot  now  be  questioned,  as  no  appeal  was  taken 
on  that  trial.  It  is  true,  the  present  proceeding  purports  to  be  insti- 
tuted with  the  intent  of  having  that  judgment  avoided  by  an  action 
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of  nullity;  but  the  evidence  of  the  case  shows  no  cause  of  nullity,  as 
laid  down  in  our  Code  of  Practice.    See  Code  of  Prac.  p.  204  and  206. 

The  execution  was  awarded  at  a  time  when  it  could  legally  issue, 
and  when  there  existed  no  impediment  against  carrying  it  into  com- 
plete eflFect,  except  that  which  was  raised  by  the  defendant  in  con- 
sequence of  the  present  suit  for  an  injunction;  which  appears  to  have 
been  wrongfully  sued  out,  and  was  subsequently  discharged.  If  this 
delay  in  proceeding  on  the  execution,  occasioned  by  the  conduct  of 
the  plaintiflF  in  the  present  action,  should  be  considered  a  sufficient 
cause  to  destroy  entirely  the  effect  of  the  writ,  it  would  be  suffering 
the  party  to  take  advantage  of  his  own  wrong,  which  ought  never 
to  be  allowed.  The  decision  in  favor  of  the  curator  seems  to  settle 
the  right  of  property  in  the  slaves  to  be  in  the  heirs  of  Morris;  and 
if  under  that  judgment  they  be  taken  out  of  the  possession  of  the 
defendant,  he  will  be  released  from  all  responsibility  to  the  legal 
owners;  and,  consequently,  has  nothing  to  fear  from  any  pursuit  which 
they  may  hereafter  improperly  institute  against  him.  As  the  term 
of  the  curator's  office  has  expired,  perhaps  there  is  now  no  person 
legally  authorised  to  receive  the  property  from  the  hands  of  the  sheriff; 
but  this  is  a  matter  that  cannot  in  any  manner  affect  the  interest  of 
the  present  appellant,  as  he  can  no  longer  be  bound  as  owner. 

Wo  are,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that  the  execution  is  properly  let 
loose  by  the  dissolution  of  the  injunction. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Christy^  for  the  plaintiff. 

fVattSy  for  the  defendants. 


De  Flechier^s  Syndics  v.  Degruys.     V,  N.  S.  423. 

An  act  «oti«  9eing  prvot^  not  followed  by  actual  delivery,  has  [no  effect  against  third 

persons. 

FIRST  District. 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

In  this  suit  the  syndics  claim,  as  belonging  to  the  estate  of  the  in- 
solvent, a  certain  tract  of  land  described  in  the  petition,  being  the 
same  claimed  by  Dufau,  in  a  case  recently  decided  in  favor  of  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


604  SUPREME  COURT. 

[De  Flechier's  STiidiot  «.  Defrays.] 

defendant    In  the  court  below,  the  judgment  was  against  the  plain- 
tiffs,  from  which  they  appealed. 

The  right  of  the  insolvent  is  no  longer  in  contest;  but  the  transfer 
of  property  from  him  to  the  defendant  is  attacked  as  illegal  and  fraudu- 
lent. The  act  of  sale,  under  which  the  latter  claims,  is  a  deed  sous 
sting  privSRy  bearing  date  of  the  18th  September,  1882;  and  thece*^ 
bonorum  of  the  insolvent,  the  vendor,  took  place  on  the  12th  of  June, 
1823. 

To  destroy  the  validity  of  this  sale,  the  appellants  rely  on  the  228th 
Art.  of  the  old  Code  found  at  p.  236;  and  also  on  a  principle  recog- 
nised by  writers  on  civil  law,  that  private  acts  have  ik>  date  against 
third  persons. 

The  verity  of  the  date  of  the  private  instrument  in  the  present  case, 
is  established  by  testimonial  proof;  and  the  legal  effects  of  such  instru- 
ments, when  accomplished  by  actual  delivery  to,  and  possession  of 
the  vendor,  on  the  rights  and  claims  of  third  persons,  have  been 
settled  in  two  cases,  lately  adjudged  in  this  court. — See  the  case  of 
Doubrere  v.  Syndics  of  Grillier,  2  Mariiny  N.  S.  171;  and  that  of 
Martinez  v,  Layton  &  Co.,  4  N.  S.  368.  In  the  first  of  these  cases, 
the  contest  was  between  the  syndics,  and  the  plaintiff  who  liad  been 
seized  as  a  slave  belonging  to  the  estate  of  the  insolvent,  and  who 
insituted  the  suit  for  the  purpose  of  being  restored  to  the  state  and 
standing  of  a  freeman,  which  he  had  enjoyed  by  virtue  of  a  contract 
with  his  late  master,  made  and  rendered  by  acts  under  private  sig- 
nature alone,  which  had  not  been  recorded  in  the  office  of  a  notary 
public. 

After  much  deliberation,  and  strict  examination  of  the  best  com- 
mentaries on  the  articles  of  the  Code  Napoleon,  which  relate  to  the 
effects  of  acts  sous  seing  privi^  on  the  right  of  third  persons,  and 
which  are  in  part  similar  in  their  provisions  to  several  of  the  articles 
in  our  old  Code  on  the  same  subject;  the  court  decided  in  favor  of 
the  liberty  of  the  plaintiff,  though  supported  only  by  private  contract. 
That  decision  was  based  principally  on  the  ground  of  the  actual  pos- 
session and  enjoyment  of  freedom  by  him,  and  proof  of  payment  of 
the  price  for  which  he  obtained  it;  these  circumstances  having  estab- 
lished a  date  to  the  contract,  and  exhibited  the  whole  transaction  en- 
tirely free  from  fraud  or  prejudice  to  the  creditors  of  the  insolvent. 
The  rights  of  second  purchasers  or  mortgage  creditors,  were  not  con- 
sidered in  that  case,  as  the  matter  in  dispute  did  not  require  any  de- 
cision in  relation  to  such  rights;  but  in  the  subsequent  case  they  were 
examined,  and  the  construction  given  to  our  laws  on  the  subject,  was 
against  the  claim  of  a  mortgage  creditor,  who  insisted  on  the  nullity 
of  an  act  sous  seing  prive^  in  pursuance  of  which  the  vendor  took 
possession  of  the  immovable  property  which  was  sold  by  it  previous 
to  the  enregisterihg  ot  the  owrtgage  under  which  the  lien  was 
claimed. 

In  both  these  cases  it  seems  that  the  validity  of  the  deeds  under 
private  signature,  was  mainly  supported  in  consequence  of  the  de- 
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livery  of  the  thing  sold  to  the  purchaser,  and  his  actual  possession 
under  the  private  act  of  sale. 

The  228th  article  of  the  old  Code,  invoked  in  favor  of  the  claims  of 
the  syndics,  is  continued  in  force  by  the  Louisiana  Code,  with  an  ad- 
dition, conforming  to  the  decisions  above  cited,  which  gives  effect  to 
sales  or  exchanges  of  real  property  from  the  time  of  the  actual  de- 
livery of  the  thing  sold  or  exchanged. 

It  does  not  appear  from  the  evidence  of  the  present  case,  that 
actual  delivery  was  ever  made  of  the  land  to  the  vendee  of  the  insol- 
vent; we  are,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  as  it  respects  the  creditors  of 
the  latter,  the  sale  bein  gunder  private  signature,  and  not  registered  as 
required  by  law,  must  be  considered  as  null  and  void;  and  the  pro- 
perty intended  to  be  conveyed  by  it,  decreed  to  be,  and  make  a  part 
of  the  mass  of  the  insolvent's  estate,  &c. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  avoided,  reversed  and  annulled;  and  it  is  fur- 
ther ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  plaintiffs  and  appellants 
do  recover  the  land  in  dispute,  as  a  part  of  the  estate  of  the  insolvent 
De  Flechier:  and  that  the  appellee  and  defendant  pay  costs  in  both 
courts. 

Carleton  and  Lockttty  for  the  plaintiffs. 

GrymeSy  for  the  defendant 


M'Micken  v.  Smith  and  Wife.     V,  N.  S.  427. 

Serrico  of  citation  of  appeal  on  the  attorney  of  the  appellee,  is  not  rafficient,  unless  it  is 

shown  the  latter  was  absent  from  the  state. 
Nothing  will  core  want  of  citation,  but  appearance  and  pleading  to  the  merits. 
It  b  not  a  good  sorvice  of  a  citation  of  appeal,  that  it  may  be  made  on  a  curator  ad  hoe 

when  the  party  dies  pendente  lUe.    His  heir  should  be  cited. 
Married  women  cannot,  under  any  circumstances,  become  sureties  for  their  husbands. 

THIRD  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

The  defendants  and  appellees  move  to  dismiss  this  appeal,  because 
there  has  been  no  service  of  the  citation  to  this  court 

The  evidence  of  service  is  contained  in  an  affidavit  of  the  deputy 
sheriff,  written  on  the  back  of  the  citation;  in  which  he  states,  <<  that 
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he  did  deliver  a  copy  of  the  citation,  together  with  a  copy  of  appel* 
lant's  petition  to  Archibald  Haraldson,  the  counsel  of  defendant,  on 
the  3 1  St  May,  1826,  and  on  the  3d  day  of  June,  1826,  also  delivered 
to  Margaret  Smith,  one  of  the  defendants,  a  copy  of  this  citation,  to« 
gether  with  a  certified  copy  of  appellant's  petition. 

The  582d  article  of  the  Code  of  Practice  directs,  that  the  sheriff 
shall  serve  the  petition  and  citation  of  appeal  on  the  appellee,  if  he 
reside  within  the  state,  or  his  advocate  if  he  do  not,  by  delivering  a 
copy  of  the  same  to  such  appellee,  or  his  advocate,  or  by  delivering 
it  at  the  place  of  his  domicil. 

The  directions  of  this  article,  have  not  been  complied  with  in  the 
case  before  us.  The  return  shows  service  on  the  attorney  of  the  de* 
feudant;  and  the  record  affords  no  evidence  that  he  was  at  that  tioie 
absent  from  the  slate. 

Several  reasons  have  been  urged,  to  show  that  the  appellee  is  pro- 
perly before  us. 

1.  That  the  service  being  made  on  the  wife,  who,  by  law,  is  obliged 
to  reside  at  the  domicil  of  the  husband,  the  presumption  is,  the  latter 
had  notice. 

2.  That  the  record  shows,  the  defendant  was  absent  from  the 
parish  in  the  year  1825,  and  there  is  no  evidence  given  that  he  bad 
returned  before  June,  1826,  when  the  citation  was  served. 

And,  lastly,  that  the  appearance  of  the  defendant  in  this  court  so 
soon  after  the  return  day,  confirms  these  presumptions. 

I.  The  couft  can  presume  nothing  in  relation  to  a  party  being  cited. 
Constructive  notice  will  not  do;  nor  even  actual,  unless  given  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  law.  Proof,  by  any  number  of  witnesses,  in 
a  court  of  the  first  instance,  that  the  defendant  was  informed  a  suit 
was  pending  against  him,  would  not  authorise  a  judgment  by  default 
Nothing  will  cure  the  defect  of  a  want  of  citation,  but  appearance, 
and  pleading  to  the  merits. 

II.  Proof,  tliat  the  appellee  was  out  of  the  parish  in  1825,  is  not 
proof  that  he  was  out  of  the  state  in  1826;  nor  does  it  afford  the 
slightest  presumption  of  the  fact. 

III.  The  appellee  had  a  right  to  come  into  this  court  to  point  out 
the  defect  in  the  process,  and  prevent  the  proceedings  which  might 
have  been  had  on  the  record,  had  not  the  attention  of  the  court  been 
drawn  to  the  want  of  citation;  and  his  appearance  here  for  that  pur- 
pose, cannot  be  construed  a  waiver  of  the  objection. 

We  cannot  examine  the  correctness  of  the  judgment  in  relation  to 
the  appellee,  who  was  regularly  cited;  for  she  is  a  married  woman, 
and  must  appear  here  with  her  husband  or  by  his  authority. 

The  opinion  just  delivered,  was  that  formed  on  the  record  as  it 
was  before  us  on  the  first  argument  After  this  ai^nment,  and  before 
jtidirment  wad  protidurfced,  the  ptamtiff  suggested  a  dimirmtion  of  the 
record,  and  obtained  a  certiorari  to  complete  it  A  return  has  been 
riiade  to  this  writj  and  k  appears  that  previous  to  the  decision  of  the 
case  in  the  district  court,  on  the  death  of  one  of  the  defendants  being 
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shown,  it  was  ordered  that  Archibald  Haraldson  be  appointed  cura- 
tor ad  hoc  to  represent  the  interests  of  the  defendant  during  the  pen- 
dency of  the  suit. 

The  curator  ad  hoc,  is  the  same  person  on  whom  the  appeal  was 
served.  But  we  do  not  think  the  case  of  the  appellant  is  made  better 
by  the  disclosure  of  this  fact.  Our  Code  of  Practice  requires,  that  if 
the  defendant  should  die  after  issue  joined,  his  heir  must  be  cited. 
This  is  what  should  have  been  done  here,  and  until  it  was  done, 
judgment  could  not  have  been  regularly  given  in  the  district  court 
against  the  succession  of  the  deceased. 

It  is  said  the  court  must  presume  the  wife  was  the  heir.  If  such 
were  the  fact,  the  appointment  of  the  curator  was  irregular  and  void; 
for  she  was  present  and  in  court.  But  that  appointment  negatives 
this  presumption,  if  indeed  it  can  be  called  one;  for  if  we  were  at 
liberty  to  presume  any  thing  in  the  matter,  we  should  rather  suppose 
the  deceased  did  not  die  without  either  ascendants  or  descendants,  or 
collateral  relations. 

But  the  death  of  the  husband  removes  the  objection,  that  the  wife 
could  not  appear  in  court  without  him;  and,  consequently,  the  ease, 
as  to  her,  must  be  examined  on  the  merits: 

We  have  done  so,  and  it  appears  from  the  evidence,  that  the  notes 
on  which  this  suit  was  instituted,  were  given,  in  part  for  negroes  sold 
to  the  husband,  and  in  part  for  a  balance  then  due  by  him  on  another 
obligation  to  the  plaintiff.  They  cannot,  therefore,  be  enforced  against 
the  wife.  It  has  been  more  than  once  decided  in  this  court,  tiiat  a 
maTried  woman  could  not,  under  any  circumstances,  become  surety 
for  her  husband;  and  that  this  prohibition  could  not  be  avoided,  by 
giving  to  the  contract  the  form  of  an  obligation  in  solido.  Durnford 
V.  Gros  and  VV^ife,  T  Marl,  484;  Bank  v.  TrudeaU,  2  N.  S.  39;  Trera6 
V.  Lanaux^s  Syndics,  4  A^  S.  230. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  this  appeal  so 
far  as  it  relates  to  the  estate  of  John  Smith,  one  of  the  appellees,  be 
dismissed,  With  costs. 

And  it  is  further  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court,  in  favor  of  the  other  appellee,  Margaret  Smith, 
bfe  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Preston,  for  the  plaintiff. 

fValis  and  Lobdell,  for  the  defendants. 
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Jewett  V.  Davis.    V,  N.  S.  432. 

The  publication  in  the  State  Gaxette  is  not  a  promnlgation  of  the  acts  of  the  leg^slatiire, 
pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  Louisiana  Code,  arts.  4,  5,  6,  7. 

Three  days  after  the  laws  are  sent  to  the  elerk  of  the  parish  in  which  the  seat  of  govern, 
ment  is  held,  they  are  to  be  considered  in  force  there,  and  thenoe  in  the  other  parishes 
at  the  interval  of  one  day  for  e?ery  four  leagues,  according  to  the  sixth  article  of  the 
new  Code. 

FIRST  District. 

PoBTBRy  J.f  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 
This  case  was  heard  in  last  June  term,  and  judgment  pronounced. 
On  the  application  of  the  appellant,  a  rehearing  has  been  granted, 
and  it  has  been  again  argued. 

The  cause  commenced  by  attachment,  and  was  dismissed  in  the 
court  below,  for  want  of  a  sufficient  affidavit  It  presents  two  ques- 
tions:— First,  whether  the  oath  of  the  plaintiff  be  proved  to  us  by 
legal  evidence?  And,  Secondly,  whether  the  want  of  an  affidavit  by 
him,  is  supplied  by  that  of  his  agent? 

That  of  the  principal  is  evidenced  by  a  certificate  of  the  mayor  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  with  his  seal  annexed,  and  we  are  clearly  of 
opinion  that  it  is  not  legal  proof  of  the  fact  which  it  is  oflfered  to 
establish.  We  have  no  particular  knowledge  of  either  the  seal,  or 
handwriting  of  the  mayor  of  New  York,  and  to  admit  inferior  evi- 
dence of  this  kind,  would  open  a  door  to  numerous  frauds.  The 
plaintiff's  counsel  is  correct,  in  stating  that  this  is  a  document  which 
need  not  be  authenticated  according  to  the  acts  of  Congress.  We 
have  already  decided  that  point.  But  it  is  defective  on  general  prin- 
ciples of  law.  The  seal  of  the  state  should  have  been  added,  or  proof 
given  of  the  seal  of  the  mayor,  and  of  the  handwriting.  Woolsey 
V.  Paulding,  9  Mart.  280. 

A  correct  solution  of  the  second  question  depends  on  ascertaining 
the  period  at  which  the  late  law,  amending  the  Code  of  Practice,  was 
promulgated.  If  it  was  in  force  at  the  time  the  affidavit  was  made, 
the  plaintiff  contends  it  was  such  as  the  amendment  authorises.  The 
defendant  insisted  that,  even  supposing  the  act  to  have  been  in  force, 
the  affidavit  is  not  according  to  law;  but  he  principally  relies  on  the 
argument,  that  at  the  time  the  oath  of  the  agent  was  made,  the  act 
was  promulgated. 

On  the  hearing  of  the  rule,  taken  to  dismiss  the  attachment,  the 
plaintiff  introduced  the  Louisiana  State  Gazette  of  the  Idth  April, 
1826,  containing  an  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  amend  the  Code  of  Prac- 
tice of  the  State  of  Louisiana,''  &c. 
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The  counsel  for  the  appellant  has  argued,  that  the  law  is  in  such 
a  state  of  confusion,  the  court  may  adopt  any  construction  which  it 
thinks  most  useful  and  convenient.  That  our  legislation,  in  regard 
to  the  promulgation  of  the  laws,  is  confused  and  embarrassing  is 
undoubtedly  true;  but  this  circumstance,  though  it  increases  the  labor 
of  the  court,  does  not  diminish  its  obligation  to  endeavor  to  find  out 
what  the  will  and  intention  of  the  legislature  was,  and  enforce  it, 
even  though  it  did  not  coincide  with  our  notions  of  utility.  But  it  is 
believed  that  the  opinion  we  entertain^  eminently  promotes  the  object 
which  the  counsel  seems  to  think  should  guide  the  court  in  interpreting 
the  laws  that  have  been  passed  on  this  subject. 

The  Civil  Code  has  provided,  "That  laws  cannot  be  obligatory 
without  being  known;  that  they  shall  be  promulgated  by  the  governor 
uf  the  state.'' 

"That  the  laws  shall  be  directed  to  the  authorities  entrusted  with 
their  execution;  and  to  such  other  persons  as  the  law  has  designated, 
or  may  designate  in  the  form  or  manner  which  is  or  may  be  pre- 
scribed to  insure  their  publicity.'' 

"The  clerks  of  all  the  courts  of  justice  of  this  state,  shall  insert  in 
a  registry,  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  the  titles  of  all  the  laws  which 
shall  have  been  directed  to  them,  together  with  the  day  on  which 
they  shall  have  received  them."    Civil  Code,  art.  4. 

By  the  fifth  section  of  an  act,  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  an 
act,  further  and  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  public  printing, 
passed  the  12lh  December,  1816,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  governor, 
for  the  time  being,  immediately  on  the  delivery  of  fhe  laws  into  the 
office  of  the  secretary  of  the  state,  to  cause  said  laws  to  be  distributed, 
and  sent  to  the  parish  judges  of  the  different  parishes,  by  them  to  be 
delivered  to  such  persons  in  their  parishes,  as  may  be  by  law  entitled 
to  them.     Acts  of  1817,  p.  6. 

Now,  although  these  enactments  do  not  positively  exclude  pub- 
lication in  the  newspapers,  as  a  means  of  promulgation,  yet  the  whole 
of  them  taken  together,  would  seem  to  leave  little  doubt  that  such  a 
mode  was  not  contemplated  by  the  legislature.  The  governor  is 
directed  to  promulgate  these  laws,  by  delivering  them  to  the  different 
officers  charged  with  their  execution.  This  direction  most  certainly 
negatives  the  idea,  that  sending  them  to  the  public  printer  to  be 
printed,  is  a  promulgation;  for  he  is  not  one  of  those  persons  charged 
with  their  execution  or  application,  and  non  constat  that  one  half  of 
the  officers  in  this  state  take  his  paper.  The  printer  prepares  the 
kiws  for  promulgation  by  multiplying  the  copies  of  the  acts  which 
are  transmitted  to  him  in  manuscript,  and  the  act  of  the  governor 
which  forwards  them  to  him,  cannot,  without  doing  great  violence 
to  the  plain  meaning  of  the  words  used  in  the  Code,  be  construed  a 
forwarding  to  the  persons  entrusted  with  their  execution.  The  clause 
which  orders  the  clerks  of  the  several  courts  to  record  the  day  on 
which  the  statutes  are  received  by  them,  supports  this  interpretation. 
No  possible  reason  can  be  assigned  for  such  a  direction,  unless  it  was 
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to  ascertain  some  certain  time  at  which  the  laws  were  promulgated, 
and  if  they  were  previously  promulgated  by  a  publication  in  the 
newspapers,  such  a  direction  was  useless  and  absurd. 

There  is  still  another  consideration.  If  it  had  been  the  intention 
of  those  who  made  the  law,  that  publication  in  the  newspapers  was 
promulgation,  can  it  be  believed  that  so  many  provisions  would  have 
been  introduced,  and  such  particular  directions  given  about  the  go- 
vernor forwardini^  them  to  officers  charged  with  their  executiou,  when 
tlie  whole  object  could  have  been  aUained  by  simply  enacting,  ^  that 
the  laws  shall  be  promulgated,  by  publication  in  the  State  Gazette/^ 

We  have,  in  some  measure,  a  construction  of  the  legislature  on 
their  own  acts  on  this  subiect.  ^  In  the  year  1817,  it  was  deemed 
important  to  promulgate  the  law,  amending  the  acts  enacted  to  (or- 
ganise the  courts  of  this  state,  and  for  other  purposes,  earlier  than  it 
would  have  been  by  the  usual  mode.  A  resolution  was  accordingly 
passed,  by  which  the  governor  was  requested  to  have  150  copies  of 
it  printed  without  delay ;  and  he  was  required  to  promulgate  the  same, 
by  forwarding  immediately  to  each  of  the  clerks  of  the  supreme  and 
inferior  courts  of  this  state,  and  to  the  several  judges  of  the  district 
and  parish  courts,  a  copy  of  the  law.  This  direction  was  wholly 
unnecessary,  if  the  ideas  of  the  appellant  in  relation  to  this  matter  be 
correct.  The  object  of  the  legislature  would  have  been  attained  by 
a  publication  in  the  State  Gazette,  and  more  speedily  than  it  could 
have  been  in  the  mode  to  which  they  resorted. 

The  great  error  of  the  argument  by  which  this  interpretation  is 
resisted,  arises  from  confounding  publication,  with  promulgation. 
These  words  in  common  parlance,  are  nearly  synonymous.  But 
when  applied  in  a  legal  and  technical  sense,  to  give  such  publicity  to 
laws,  as  that  no  one  can  plead  ignorance  of  them,  it  does  not  follow 
that  every  publication  is  a  promulgation. 

This  construction  does  no  violence  to  the  sixth  article  of  the  Code. 
Three  days  after  the  laws  are  sent  to  the  clerk  of  the  parish  where 
the  seat  of  government  is  held,  they  are  considered  in  force  there, 
and  thence  in  the  other  parishes  at  the  period  therein  prescribed,  that 
is,  one  day  for  every  four  leagues.  It  is  not  seen  what  greater  objec- 
tion can  lie  to  implying  a  knowledge  from  promulgation  in  this  way, 
than  there  would  be  to  a  promulgation  by  printing  in  the  newspapers. 

This  question  was  brought  before  the  court  in  the  case  of  St.  Avid 
V.  Weimprender,  and  it  was  there  held,  that  the  act  of  the  governor, 
promulgating  the  laws,  was  necessary  to  enable  a  court  of  justice  to 
execute  them.  In  the  opinion  delivered,  it  was  said — "  If,  without 
his  act,  the  laws  be  promulgated  and  become  known,  the  execution 
is  not  to  take  place,  till  the  directions  of  the  Code  be  complied  with.^' 

The  point  actually  decided  in  that  case,  does  not  go  the  whole 
length  of  that  now  before  us  for  decision;  but  this  reasoning  of  the 
court  shows  satisfactorily  the  view  then  taken  of  the  matter,  and  that 
the  promulgation  must  come  through  the  executive. 

It  has  been  strongly  pressed  on  us,  that  publication  in  the  newspa- 
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pers  could  have  been  direcied  for  no  other  purpose,  but  that  of  pro- 
mulgation, and  that  the  construction  adopted  by  this  court  in  its  for- 
mer judgment,  is  highly  inconvenient. 

We  think  an  important  and  highly  beneficial  object  was  contem- 
plated to  be  attained  by  the  legislature,  in  directing  the  laws  to  be 
printed  in  the  newspapers,  and  that  that  object  was  not  promulgation. 
It  has  been  a  matter  of  seriotis  concern  to  nearly  all  legislators,  to 
provide  means  for  making  their  laws  known,  before  men  were  bound 
by  them,  and  different  modes  have  been  resorted  to  in  different  coun- 
tries, to  accomplish  this.  In  none  has  it  been  completely  attained,  and 
from  the  ignorance  and  inattention  of  mankind,  it  never  can  be  com- 
pletely attained.  No  matter  what  precautions  are  taken,  there  will 
still  be  many  whose  conduct  and  pecuniary  interests  must  be  governed 
by  laws,  of  which  they  are  ignorant.  But  this  very  circumstance 
furnishes  the  strongest  reason  why  all  possible  publicity  should  be 
given  to  laws  before  men  are  bound  by  them.  There  cannot,  perhaps, 
be  a  better  mode  devised  to  attain  so  desirable  an  end,  than  that  which 
the  legislature  of  our  state  seems  to  have  adopted,  namely: — to  publish 
them  first  in  a  newspaper,  and  then  let  some  time  elapse  for  the 
knowledge  of  them  to  spread  through  the  community  before  they  are 
officially  promulgated,  and  made  binding  on  the  citizen.  By  this 
means  the  communication  of  actual  knowledge  is,  as  far  as  practi- 
cable, reconciled  with  the  public  interest;  which  will  not  permit  that^ 
after  a  certain  time,  any  one  should  plead  ignorance  of  the  law. 

It  has  been  urged,  that  the  governor  sending  the  acts  of  the  legis- 
lature to  the  district  court  in  New  Orleans,  is  a  very  bad  mode  of 
giving  notice  to  a  distant  parish,  that  the  laws  are  promulgated.  But 
this  argument  overlooks  the  important  fact,  that  the  laws  have 
already  had  publicity  given  them;  and  that  the  object  of  this  promul- 
gation is  rather  to  fix  a  particular  time  at  which  they  shall  be  in  force, 
than  to  give  a  knowledge  which  is  supposed  to  be  abeady  communi- 
cated by  publication.  This,  however,  applies  with  ahnost  equal 
strength  to  (he  position  assumed,  that  publication  in  the  newspapers 
gives  such  publicity,  as  that  every  citizen  can  know  what  laws  are 
enacted. 

It  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  almost  impossible  by  any  legislation  to  attain 
the  most  desirable  end  of  bringing  home  the  knowledge  of  the  law 
to  every  man  before  he  is  punished  for  a  breach  of  it.  But  admitting 
that  the  mode  contended  for  by  the  appellant,  has  all  the  advantages 
which  he  represents,  the  interpretation  now  given,  enables  the  citizen 
to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  it;  and,  with  this  additional  security,  that  he  is 
not  even  bound  by  this  publication  until  the  governor  officially  pro- 
mulgates  the  law.  The  chances  of  the  citizen  knowing  it,  are  there- 
fore much  increased;  and  consequently,  the  risk  diminished  of  his 
suffering  by  enactments  to  which  he  is  a  stranger. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  mode  of  promulgation,  contemplated 
by  the  law  as  it  now  stands,  should  be  open  to  so  many  objections. 
One  certain  day  ought  to  be  given  for  the  seat  of  government,  and 
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the  law  be  made  obligatory  through  the  whole  extent  of  the  state 
within  a  limited  time  after  the  promulgation.  At  present,  the  period 
in  which  the  laws  go  into  eflTect,  is  made  to  depend  on  the  time  at 
which  they  reach  the  different  parishes,  unless  promulgation  has  been 
made  in  this  city  in  the  manner  pointed  out  by  the  Code.  This  is 
certainly  a  great  inconvenience,  and  it  has  been  properly  pressed  on 
the  court  that  it  never  could  have  been  the  intention  of  the  legislature 
to  adopt  80  confused  and  perplexed  a  mode  of  giving  a  certain  date 
to  the  time  when  their  laws  should  be  in  force.  But  arguments  ab 
inconvenientiy  cannot  authorise  us  to  say,  that  two  or  three  articles 
placed  in  our  first  Civil  Code,  and  retained  on  the  late  revision  of  it, 
mfoan  nothing.  The  remedy  for  these  inconveniences  is  in  the  hantkof 
the  legislature,  who,  as  soon  as  their  attention  is  drawn  to  the  evil, 
will  no  doubt  remove  it,  and  give  entire  efficacy  to  the  system  on 
which  they  have  heretofore  acted. 

The  judgment  of  tlie  district  court  should  be,  therefore,  affirmed 
with  costs.  • 

Waits  and  Lnbdtlly  for  the  plaintiff. 

Grymes^  for  the  defendant. 


Lobre  v.  Pointz,     V,  N.  S.  443. 

If  A  B  fetch  defendant  to  tlie  counting-house  of  plaintiff  (the  Utter  banng  previously 
refosed  A  B  a  loan)  and  defendant,  on  coming  there  told  plaintiff  that  A  B  was  an 
honcf^t  man;  that  he  might  be  trusted  with  safety  to  whatever  amount  he  might  wish, 
for  that  he  was  an  honest  man,  and  that  be  would  pay  him;  and  that,  if  the  defendant 
had  the  money  himself,  be  would  lend  it  to  A  B;  and  plaintiff  on  this  statement  accept 
A  B>  bill,  who  speedily  becomes  insolvent  and  fails  to  pay  back  the  amount  of  this 
drall,  yet  is  not  defendant  liable  to  plaintiff  for  the  Kms. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

PoHTER,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  petitioner  states  that  he  accepted  a  draft  of  one  Bryarly,  at  the 
instance  and  request  of  the  defendant,  who  asserted  that  Bryarly  was 
an  honest  man,  and  would  punctually  and  faithfully  pay  any  engage- 
ment he  might  contract. 

The  general  issue  was  pleaded,  and  the  court  below,  after  hearing 
testimony,  gave  judgment  against  the  plaintiff,  who  appealed. 
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The  evidence  shows,  that  Bryarly  was  in  treaty  with  the  plaintiff 
to  purchase  some  groceries,  and  that  the  defendant  at  the  request  of 
Bryarly,  asked  the  plaintiff  if  he  intended  to  let  him  (Bryarly)  have 
fhem,  and  that  he  replied  he  believed  he  shotild 

It  does  not  appear,  whether  these  groceries  were  furnished  or  not; 
but  in  relation  to  the  draft  which  forms  the  subject  of  the  present  suit, 
it  is  proved  by  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  plaintiff,  that  Bryarly  came  to 
the  store  of  the  plaintiff,  and  requested  the  loan  or  advance  of  500 
or  600  dollars,  and  that  he  would  pay  it  on  his  return  to  the  city  next 
fall.  This  loan  was  refused;  irpon  which,  Bryarly  went  to  look  for 
the  defendant,  and  brought  him  to  the  store  of  the  plaintiff.  The  de- 
fendant, on  coming  there,  told  the  plaintiff  that  Bryarly  was  an  honest 
man,  that  lie  might  be  trusted  with  safety  to  whatever  amount  he 
might  wish,  for  that  he  was  an  honest  man  and  that  he  would  pay 
him,  and  that  if  the  defendant  had  the  money  hiojself  he  would  lehd 
it  to  Bryarly. 

On  this  statement,  the  plaintiff  accepted  the  draft. 

It  is  satisfactorily  proved,  that  Bryariy  had,  at  the  time  this  recom- 
mendation was  given,  the  character  of  an  honest  man:  but  it  was 
proved  that  he  was  embarrassed  in  his  affairs.  Whether  this  was 
known  to  the  defendant,  is  not  shown. 

The  general  principles  of  law  on  this  subject,  are  perfectly  well 
settled.  That  mere  advice  will  create  no  obligation;  and  that  coun- 
sel given,  unless  it  be  fraudulent,  will  not  render  the  person  giving 
it,  responsible  for  any  consequences  that  may  result  from  others 
acting  under  it,  are  almost  maxims  of  our  jurisprudence.  There  is 
frequently,  however,  difficulty  in  the  application  of  these  principles 
to  particular  cases;  where,  from  the  terms  used,  it  is  hard  to  distin- 
guish mandate,  from  advice.  We  think  the  case  before  us  is  of  the 
latter  kind.  The  language  used  by  the  defendant,  goes  no  further 
than  opinion.  A  strong  one,  to  be  sure;  but  one  which  cannot  make 
him  responsible  for  the  debt  contracted,  if  the  intention  of  the  parties 
was,  that  the  plaintiff  should  have  the  benefit  of  the  knowledge  the 
defendant  had  of  Bryarly,  and  he  gave  it  honestly.'  Now,  if  it  had 
been  in  their  contemplation,  that  the  defendant  should  have  become 
surety  for  the  debt,  other  language,  we  must  presume,  would  have 
been  used.  The  plaintiff  would  not  have  been  satisfied  with  an 
opinion;  the  principal  was  able  to  pay,  and  would  pay;  but  would 
have  required  an  engagement,  that  if  the  principal  did  not  pay,  the 
surety  would.  The  case  befor'e  us  is  almost  exactly  that  put  by  Po- 
thier.  In  his  contract  of  mandate,  after  stating  that  "  if  you  write  to 
another,  to  lend  a  friend  a  sum  of  money  in  your  place,  it  will  amount 
to  a  mandate;"  he  adds:  ^^  Mais  si  Je  vous  avms  stuhment  dit: 
Vovs  pourrez  preter  snreinent  a  Pierre  la  somme  gu^il  vous  f/c- 
'tnande  a  empntnier;  c'est  un  honneie  homme^  qui  est  tres  solva- 
ble et  qui  merite  qu^on  iui  rende  service;  ces  termes  ne  renferment 
qu^un  conseil  d^ou  il  ne  nail  aucune  ohlif^rttion,^^  Pothier,  TraiU 
du  Contrat  du  Mandate  no,  2\\  Dig.  50,  tit,  17,  law  47. 
Vol.  III.-~52 
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Tho  case  of  Amory  v.  Boyd,  cited  by  plaintiff's  counsel,  requires 
some  notice  from  the  court.  There,  the  person  to  whom  the  money 
was  advanced,  was  wholly  unknown  to  the  plaintiff,  and  he  was  in- 
troduced by  a  letter  from  the  defendant  in  the  following  words: 
"  Captain  M.  Leary,  being  unacquainted  at  New  Orleans,  will  be 
indebted  to  your  politeness  in  affording  him  such  assistance  as  his 
present  situation  may  require;  and  a  bill  on  his  father  for  the  funds 
he  may  need  for  his  present  necessities  will  be  honored  forthwith." 
The  court  thought  these  expressions  amounted  to  more  than  a  mere 
recommendation,  and  advice,  and  the  plaintiff  recovered.  A  com- 
parison of  the  language  used  there  with  that  of  this  case,  shows  the 
former  of  a  more  positive  kind.  No  opinion  is  expressed  in  it  It  is 
direct,  and  unqualified.  To  say  the  least,  it  was  ambiguous,  and  the 
party  to  whom  the  letter  was  directed,  had  no  choice  but  to  advance 
the  money  or  suffer  the  person  who  was  recommended  to  him  to  be 
without  the  means  of  subsistence.  Here,  if  any  engagement  on  the 
part  of  the  defendant  was  contemplated,  it  is  impossible  to  believe 
the  plaintiff  would  have  remained  satisfied  with  an  opinion  of  the 
responsibility  of  the  person  to  whom  the  money  was  advanced.  But 
that  case  carried  the  doctrine  of  responsibility  as  far  as  we  are  pre- 
pared to  go,  or  as  the  law  will  warrant.  The  case  before  us  is  several 
shades  weaker,  and  cannot  be  governed  by  it.  It  falls  clearly  within 
the  principle  consilii  non  fravdu/enii,  nulla  obligalio. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  parish  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Was^gamariy  for  the  plaintiff. 

GrymeSy  for  the  defendant. 


Bedford  d  al.  v.  Jacobs,     V,  N.  S.  448. 

When  the  case  is  tried  by  a  jury,  the  court  cannot  give  interest  on  the  snm  foond  by  (lie 

TerdioU 

FIRST  District 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  case  was  before  us  in  June  last,  and  was  remanded,  with 
directions  to  the  district  court  to  act  on  a  motion  for  a  new  trial.  The 
new  trial  was  refused,  and  judgment  was  entered  on  the  verdict 
The  defendant  appealed    4  N.  S.  528. 
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His  counsel  in  this  court,  assigns  as  error,  that  the  court  gave 
judgment  for  the  sum  found  by  the  jury,  adding  interest  from  the 
judicial  demand  till  payment.  He  contends  that  a  verdict  cannot  be 
altered  by  the  court,  and  the  judgment  must  follow  it. 

It  is  argued  by  the  counsel  of  the  plaintiffs  and  appellees,  that 
their  demand  being  for  the  price  of  goods,  groceries  and  merchandise 
sold,  and  the  verdict  being  for  the  exact  sum  claimed,  it  is  evident 
no  interest  was  added,  and  the  court  acted  correctly  in  allowing  what 
the  law  gives;  and  if  we  be  of  opinion  that  the  court  erred,  the  case 
must  be  remanded  for  a  new  trial,  that  the  plaintiffs  may  obtain 
their  due  from  another  jury. 

The  old  Civil  Code,  under  which  the  transaction  took  place  on 
which  the  suit  is  grounded,  provides,  that  in  the  contract  of  sale,  the 
price  bears  interest  if  the  parties  have  agreed  it  should;  if  the  thing 
sold  produce  profits  or  other  income;  and,  lastly,  if  the  vendee  has 
been  sued  for  payment.  Civil  Code,  360,  art.  84.  But  the  defendant's 
counsel  is  correct  in  his  two  positions — the  court  cannot  alter  a  ver- 
dict, and  the  judgment  must  follow  it. 

We  ought  not  to  remand  the  case.  If  the  plaintiffs  were  dissatisfied 
with  the  verdict,  they  ought  to  have  prayed  below,  that  it  might  be 
set  aside.  On  the  contrary,  they  resisted  the  defendant's  attempt  in 
this  appeal.  As  it  stands,  nothing  can  be  added  to  it,  and  the  judg- 
ment must  follow  it. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  and  that  the  plaintiffs  recover  the 
sum  of  seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-two  dollars  and 
sixty  cents,  with  costs  in  the  district  court;  but  it  is  ordered  that  they 
pay  them  in  this. 

M^Caleby  for  the  pldintiffs. 
WhitUlsey,  for  the  defendant. 


M'Clintock  et  al.  v.  Cairnes  et  al.     V,  N.  S.  450. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

This  case  was  very  elaborately  argued  at  the  bar,  and  gravely 
deliberated  by  the  court.  It  turned  on  the  construction  of  a  section 
of  the  act  of  1817,  amendatory  of  the  several  acts  to  organise  the 
courts  of  the  state,  &c.  which  section  gave  authority  to  any  court  of 
competent  jurisdiction  to  issue  attachments  to  secure  and  enforce  the 
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payment  of  debts  not  actually  due,  whenerer  the  said  court  shall  be 
satisfied  by  the  oath  of  the  creditor,  &c.,  &c.  of  the  existence  of  the 
debt,  and  that  the  debtor  is  about  permanently  to  depart  from  this  state, 
or  intends  to  remove  bis  property  out  of  the  same:  Provided  alwsLyz, 
that  the  defendant  may  be  released  from  such  attachment,  by  proving 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court,  &c.,  that  the  fisicts,  &c.,  were  not  truly 
stated,  or  by  giving  bond  and  security,  &c.,  &c.  This  court  now 
decide^  that  this  remedy  for  the  collection  of  debts  not  yet  due,  applied 
only  to  debtors  residing  within  this  state,  and  who  were  about  to 
remove  themselves,  or  send  away  their  property.  But,  inasmuch  as 
the  legislature  saw  fit  to  interpose  and  settle  this  matter  in  a  contrary 
^ense,  it  is  only  deemed  expedient  by  the  editor,  at  this  place,  to  cite 
the  provision  referred  to:  it  is,  section  7,  of  the  act  of  April  7, 1836, 
amendatory  of  the  articles  242,  043,  244  of  the  Code  of  Practice. 
It  permits  an  attachment,  under  certain  regulations,  in  all  cases  w^here 
the  debt  or  obligation  is  not  yet  due.  The  oath,  if  of  the  agent,  may 
be  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  beliefl 

Locketty  for  the  plaintiff. 

AI^  Caleb,  for  the  defendant. 


Commandeur  v.  Russell.     Y,  N.  S.  456. 

The  action,  by  a  workman,  for  the  price  of  a  boat,  cannot  be  defeated  by  Stowing  that 

there  it  a  suit  pending  agaimt  him  for  damages  in  another  atate. 
IC  after  the  work  ia  commenced,  the  contract  for  which  waa  redaced  to  writing,  a  safaae. 

qoent  agreement  ia  entered  into  by  parol,  it  may  be  proved  by  oral  tentimony. 
]>epoeitions  in  another  atate,  taken  under  a  rule  of  court  of  thia,  must  pursue  the  ndea 

prescribed  by  our  law. 
If  the  cause  be  submitted  to  a  jury,  and  they  do  not  find  interest,  the  court  cannot 

add  it. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

The  defendant,  sued  for  the  balance  of  the  price  of  a  steamboat 
built  by  the  plaintiff,  pleaded  that  the  contract  he  was  sued  on  was 
written,  and  contained  conditions  precedent,  which  the  plaintiff  had 
not  complied  with;  that  there  was  a  suit  pending  in  Kentucky  for 
the  same  cause  of  action;  that  the  boat  was  not  completed  in  doe 
time^  and  she  is  not  constructed  according  to  the  contract. 
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The  plaintiff  had  a  verdict,  for  which  judgment  was  given  with 
interest  from  the  judicial  demand,  and  ordered  the  sale  of  the  boat 
for  the  plaintiff's  payment:  the  defendant  appealed. 

His  counsel  took  three  bills  of  exceptions  to  which  our  attention  is 
called.  The  first  was  to  the  opinion  of  the  court  overruling  the 
dilatory  pleas. 

The  second  was  to  the  reading  of  the  depositions  of  several  wit- 
nesses, on  the  ground  that  they  went  to  show  a  parol  agreement  for 
alterations  and  deviations  from  the  written  contract — particularly  as 
these  alterations  and  deviations  were  not  stated  in  the  petition. 

The  third  was  to  the  refusal  of  the  court  to  permit  the  defendant's 
counsel  to  read  certain  depositions,  on  the  ground  that  they  were  not 
taken  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  Code  of  Practice. 

I.  On  the  first  bill  the  counsel  relies  on  the  171,  172, 173,  343  and 
344th  articles  of  the  Code  of  Practice  and  1  Selwyn,  N.  P.  529. 

The  first  plea  overruled,  is  that  which  sets  forth  that  the  agreement 
sued  upon,  contained  many  matters  and  conditions  precedent,  to  be 
complied  with  by  the  plaintiff,  which  are  not  alleged  to  have  been 
complied  with;  and  so  far  as  it  concerns  such  conditions  or  others  to 
be  performed,  it  is  not  denied,  but  expressly  admitted  they  were  not 
complied  with. 

This  plea  was,  in  our  opinion,  correctly  overruled;  the  petition 
clearly  states  that,  in  conformity  with  the  stipulations  of  the  agreement, 
(which  is  annexed  to  the  petition,)  and  without  any  default  but  that 
caused  by  the  defendant,  who  neglected  timely  to  furnish  certain 
materials  necessary  to  the  construction  of  the  boat,  and  which  it  was 
his  duty  to  have  furnished;  he  the  plaintiff,  completed  the  boat,  and 
the  defendant,  without  the  plaintiff's  consent,  fraudulently  removed 
her  from  the  plaintiff's  yard,  and  he  neglects  and  refuses  to  pay,  Slc. 
We  think  the  cause  of  action  is  stated  with  sufficient  certainty. 

The  pendency  of  a  suit  in  the  state  of  Kentucky  for  damages  de- 
manded from  the  present  plaintiff,  by  the  same  defendant,  on  the 
agreement  on  which  the  present  suit  is  brought,  can  certainly  be  no 
bar  to  the  present  action.  If  it  were,  the  builder  of  a  boat  could,  for 
a  very  long  time  indeed,  and  perhaps  for  ever,  be  prevented  from 
suing  for  the  price  of  his  labor,  by  actions  brought  and  dismissed  in 
convenient  time  on  an  alleged  claim  for  damages. 

II.  The  petition  alleges  that,  while  the  boat  was  building,  the 
defendant  requested  that  her  dimensions  might  be  extended,  and  this 
was  done  accordingly.  The  charges  which  this  alteration  gave  the 
builder  a  claim  for,  constitute  a  proper  item  in  his  demand;  and  as 
no  contract  as  to  this  intervened,  the  new  bargain  must  be  proved 
by  parol.  The  prohibition  of  parol  evidence,  on  which  the  defendant 
relies,  extends  only  to  cases  in  which  a  party  seeks  to  show  by  wit- 
nesses that  the  contract  was  not  originally  such  as  the  writing  shows, 
not  that  a  new  contract  has  intervened.  Certainly  this  new  contract 
destroys  the  first.  But  it  is  the  daily  practice  to  admit  parol  proof  of 
the  payment  of  a  note,  and  thus  to  destroy  by  parol  proof  the  whole 
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eflbct  6f  a  written  contract:  if  the  proof  of  the  dissohitum  of  sodi  a 
contract  is  admissible,  it  is  difficult  to  say  on  what  ground  the  like 
proof  of  its  modification  should  be  rejected. 

The  last  bill  is  to  the  refusal  of  the  court  to  allow  the  reading  of 
certain  depositions  taken  in  Kentucky,  on  the  ground  they  were  not 
taken  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  our  Code  of  Practice.  To  support 
bis  objection,  the  defendant  relies  on  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  and  the  act  of  congress,  for  the  authentication  of  records  (tf 
other  states;  on  the  cases  of  Bernard  et  aL  v.  Vignaud,  10  Marlin 
637;  and  Bowman  v.  Flowers,  2  A*  S.  270. 

When  a  deposition  is  taken  in  another  state  to  be  used  in  the  courts 
of  this,  the  proceedings  are  those  of  that  court,  and  the  provisions  of 
our  own  must  regulate  them;  and  in  doing  so,  they  do  not  impugn 
either  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  or  that  part  of  it  which 
regulates  the  force  and  efiect  of  records  of  other  states,  or  the  act  of 
congress  which  prescribes  the  mode  of  their  authentication. 

On  the  merits,  the  correctness  of  the  verdict  of  the  jury  is  attacked 
in  this  court  We  have  examined  the  evidence,  and  do  not  believe 
it  our  duty  to  remand  the  case. 

The  judgment  is  complained  of  on  two  grounds: 

1.  Because  it  decrees  the  sale  of  the  boat  for  the  pa3riuentof  the 
plaintiff. 

2.  Because  it  superadds  interest  to  the  sum  awarded  by  the  jury« 
L    It  is  true  the  action  is  in  persorutm,  not  in  rem.     But  the  sale 

of  the  boat  was  prayed  for,  and  the  plaintiff  had  expressly  stipulated 
ibr  it  in  the  agreement  on  which  this  suit  was  brought;  the  plaintiff 
therefore  cannot  object  to  it. 

XL  The  plaintiff  contends  that  interest  is  due,  according  to  the 
new  Code,  art.  1932,  from  the  judicial  demand,  on  the  amount  of  the 
judgment;  and  that  in  this  case  the  defendant  cannot  resist  the  allow'- 
ance  of  it,  on  account  of  the  claim  being  unliquidated,  because,  by  his 
own  wrong  he  prevented  the  liquidation  of  it  by  the  measurement  of 
the  boat;  as  he  forcibly  and  surreptitiously  took  her  away,  and  thus 
prevented  the  measurement 

To  this  the  defendant's  counsel  reply,  that  the  new  Code  q>eaksonly 
of  defaults  in  contracts  for  the  payment  of  money :  <<  In  contracts  which 
do  not  stipulate  for  the  payment  of  interest,"  and  has  no  reference  to 
such  a  debt  as  is  alleged  to  be  due  here,  and  it  i^  controlled  by  the  Code 
of  Practice^  which  is  posterior,  that  in  aU  suits  on  unUquidated  debts, 
if  there  be  judgment  for  the  plaintiff,  there  is  wrong;  and  if  the  Code 
of  Practice  is  not  applicable  to  these,  it  is  to  none;  that  even  if  a 
measurement  had  taken  place,  still  the  debt  would  be  unliquidated: 
the  moment  the  written  contract  was  destroyed,  the  debt  that  was  to 
become  due,  was  at  once  uncertain  and  unliquidated. 

It  is  not  for  us  to  inquire  whether  interest  be  due;  but  whether  it 
was  adjudged  by  the  proper  tribunal,  we  think  the  jury,  not  th^  coi^, 
were  to  act  on  the  claim  for  interest,  and  tte  court  ened  in  super- 
adding it  to  the  sum  found  by  the  verdict* 
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It  is,  therefore,  adjudged,  allowed  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  parish  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  that  the 

Slaintiff  recover  from  the  defendant,  the  sum  of  four  thousand  two 
undred  and  twenty  dollars  and  sixty-one  cents,  with  costs,  in  the 
parish  court,  but  that  he  pay  them  in  this. 
Freslouy  for  the  plaintiflf. 
IValts^  M' Caleb  and  Byrnes  for  the  defendant 


Shimmin  v.  Jones.     V,  N,  S.  463. 

FIRST  District. 

Remanded  from  3  N.  S. — ^This  was  a  case  which  turned  on  a 
question  of  fraud.  There  were  four  successive  verdicts,  finding  fraud 
in  defendant 

He  made  no  objection  to  the  introduction  of  evidence;  and  although 
that  before  the  jury  might  have  supported  a  verdict  in  his  favor,  it  is 
not  strong  enough  to  authorise  us  to  come  to  a  conclusion  in  direct 
opposition  to  so  many  verdicts;  neither  do  we  think  it  right  to  send 
back  a  case  that  has  been  already  remanded,  and  which  would  pro- 
bably return  with  a  like  verdict — especially,  as  no  new  trial  was 
asked  below,  and  the  inferior  judge  has  in  the  judgment  expressed 
bis  satisfaction  with  the  verdict. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  Uie  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Morsey  for  the  plaintiff. 

Locketty  for  the  defendant 
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CucuUu  V.  Louisiana  Insurance  Company. 
V,  N.  S.  464. 

Tho  tentence  of  a  forei|pi  court  of  admiralty  is  concliuiive  on  the  matten  on  which  it 

decides. 
Bat  in  an  action  between  the  insurer  and  insured,  the  court  may  examine  whether  the 

tribunal  which  condemned  was  rij|;htruny  constituted  by  the  law  of  nations. 
But  the  re^^arity  of  its  proceedings  cannot  be  inquired  into. 
Whether,  on  a  change  fhim  one  form  of  government  to  another,  the  authorities  and  Itwi 

of  the  previous  one  exist  until  the  new  government  goes  into  operation.— -Qv^ere. 
Under  the  clause  in  a  policy,  warranted  free  from  loss  which  may  arise  from  engsgmg 

or  being  engaged  in  illicit  trade,  the  insurers  are  not  responsible  for  the  risks  until  the 

goods  are  landed. 
The  authority  of  a  nation  cannot  extend  beyond  her  own  limits,  but  she  may  goard 

against  injury  approaching  them  fiiMn  without 
Any  regulation  extending  the  powers  of  a  belligerent  nation  beyond  those  oonftrred  jan 

beUit  oan  only  have  eflbct  within  her  own  limits  and  a  breach  of  them  must  be  con- 
sidered a  violation  of  municipal  regnlatioos. 
A  oondemnaiion  jure  MU,  and  for  a  breach  of  municipal  regulations  will  fidsify  the 

warranty  by  which  the  insurer  was  protected  against  loss  fitmi  illicit  trade. 

FIRST  DistrieU 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  action  is  brought  on  four  policies  of  insurance,  executed  by 
the  defendants  on  goods  on  board  the  schooner  Felix,  from  the  port 
of  New  Orleans  to  Soto  la  Marina,  in  the  republic  of  Mexico.  The 
petition  sets  out  the  usual  averments  of  loss,  abandonment,  8ic.,  and 
prays  judgment  for  the  amount  insured,  viz:  30,300  dollars. 

The  defendants  pleaded  the  general  issue.  There  was  judgment 
in  their  favor  in  the  court  of  the  first  instance,  and  the  plaintiff 
appealed. 

The  principal  ground  of  defence,  set  up  to  the  claim  of  the  petition- 
ers, is  derived  from  a  clause  contained  in  the  policy  of  insurance,  by 
which  the  insured  warrant  the  assurers  "  free  from  any  charge,  da- 
mage or  loss,  which  may  arise  in  consequence  of  engaging,  or  having 
been  engaged,  in  illicit  trade  at  any  time  whatsoever." 

To  prove  that  the  loss  of  the  goods  insured  had  arisen  from  one  of 
the  causes  mentioned  in  the  warranty,  the  defendants  produced  and 
read  in  evidence  a  decree  of  condenmation,  pronounced  by  a  court 
of  justice  in  the  republic  of  Mexico. 

On  the  trial,  the  plaintiflf  offered  evidence  to  contradict  the  facts  on 
which  this  sentence  of  condemnation  was  pronounced.    The  defen- 
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dants  contended,  that  the  decree  of  the  court  was  conchisive,  in  rela- 
tion to  all  the  matters  on  which  it  acted;  and  objected  to  the  intro- 
duction of  any  proof  in  opposition  to  it.  Of  this  opinion  was  the 
court,  and  excluded  the  testimony:  the  plaintiff  excepted. 

The  question  which  the  bill  of  exceptions  presents,  with  every 
other  in  the  cause,  have  been  most  elaborately  argued.  The  appel- 
lant has  contended  on  this  part  of  the  case,  First:  That  the  sentences 
of  courts  of  admiralty  of  foreign  nations,  are  not  conclusive  evidence 
in  an  action  between  the  insurer  and  insured.  And,  Secondly:  That 
admitting  the  rule  to  be  that  they  are  conclusive,  the  sentence  of 
the  court  which  was  offered  in  evidence  was  not,  because  the  tri- 
bunal had  not  competent  authority  to  act  in  the  matter  on  which  it 
pronounced  judgment. 

The  first  point  revives  a  question  which  has  been  as  much  agitated 
and  discussed  as  any  which  has  been  presented  to  the  tribunals  of  the 
United  States,  The  weight  of  authority  is  so  decidedly  in  ifavor  of 
the  conclusiveness  of  sentences  of  foreign  courts  of  admiralty,  in  suits 
between  parties  standing  in  the  relation  of  those  now  before  the  court, 
that  we  did  not  expect  to  see  the  subject  stirred  again.  It  is  true  this 
doctrine  has  always  had  its  opponents,  and  able  ones;  but  the  steadi- 
ness with  which  the  supreme  tribunal  of  several  states  in  the  Union, 
and  that  of  the  United  States,  have  maintained  it,  notwithstanding  the 
opposition,  gives  to  their  opinions  a  weight  to  which,  in  ordinary 
circumstances,  they  would  not  be  entitled.*  In  the  year  1816,  the 
question  came  before  this  court,  and  the  judges  then  presiding  in  it, 
declared  in  conformity  with  the  doctrine  generally  received  through- 
out the  Union,  that  the  judgment  of  a  foreign  court  of  admiralty  was 
conclusive  between  the  insurer  and  insured.t  This  opinion  has  been 
ably,  but  on  the  best  view  we  can  take  of  the  subject,  unsuccess- 
fuily  impugned,  by  the  argument  at  the  bar.  The  laws  of  Spain 
being  so  far  as  it  could  be  learned  at  the  time  of  that  decision,  or  as  it 

*  The  learned  and  venerable  Duponceao,  (whom  the  civilians  of  France  and  Louisiana 
hail  as  a  confrhe)  is  among  the  ablest  of  these  opponents.  He  traces  the  actual  birth  of 
this  doctrine,  in  England,  to  a  dictum  of  the  Bench,  not  burthened  with  a  feather's 
weight  of  reason  or  reasoning,  in  the  case  of  Hughes  v.  Cornelius,  2  Shower's  Reports, 
232,  time  of  Charles  II,  save  that  it  is  **  according  to  the  jus  gentium,**  But  this  was  a 
dear.misappreheDsion  in  the  Court  of  King*s  Bench;  of  this  no  better  proof  is  required 
than  the  citations  of  Roccus,  Straccha,  Scaccia,  Emerigon  and  Valio,  made  by  Mr. 
Buponceau,  {Jurisdiction,  p.  15,)  in  all  which  the  corruption,  servilit/  to  power,  firaud, 
or  ignorance  of  foreign  tribunals,  are  held  not  to  be  any  cover  to  the  assurers  agabst  the 
scrutiny  of  the  truth,  at  home.  Of  this  opinion  were  Lords  Ellenborough  and  Thurlow. 
SaUm  errare.— The  only  barrier  at  present  to  the  overthrow  of  this  principle  is  the 
authority  of  Britbh  practice,  not  any  venerable  rule  of  the  law  of  n^Uons.  The  rule  once 
ABnoonced  es  cathedra  in  England,  fell  immediately  into  that  class  of  artiikial  princi|des 
peculiar  to  the  English  mind,  to  which  **  the  courts  of  justice  adhere  with  the  dignitjf 
bthnging  to  regular  and  permanent  ettahlishments.**    Abbott  on  Shipping,  263. 

i  See  Blanqoe  v.  Peytavin  etoLt^  Martin,  458. 
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has  been  shown  now,  silent  on  this  matter,  the  court  felt  itself  at 
liberty  to  adopt  the  doctrine  which  is  considered  most  conformable  to 
the  other  commercial  usages  and  customs  prevailing  in  the  state;  and 
in  acting  on  the  subject,  with  the  choice  of  conflicting  opinions  in 
other  nations,  it  adopted  that  which  assimilated  us  to  the  rules  pre- 
vailing in  the  greater  number  of  our  sister  states.  It  was  not  igno- 
rant that  a  different  effect  was  given  to  these  sentences  in  some  of 
the  continental  states  of  Europe,  but  that  rather  proved  the  law  of 
nations  was  unsettled  on  this  point,  than  that  the  rule  the  court  gave 
the  preference  to,  was  not  the  true  one.  It  might  be  as  well  said  in 
Italy  or  France,  that  their  jurists  and  courts  were  wrong,  because  the 
United  States  and  England  held  a  different  opinion,  as  it  is  to  argue 
here  that  we  are  in  error,  because  in  France  and  Italy  they  think  dif- 
ferently from  us.  In  questions  of  this  kind  we  prefer  the  exposition  of 
national  law  which  may  come  from  our  own  tribunals,  to  that  of  any 
foreign  court  or  jurist,  unless  on  an  examination  of  the  principles  it 
rented  on,  we  were  perfectly  convinced  the  foundation  was  unsound. 
There  is  another  reason  which  has  no  inconsiderable  weight  with  us. 
The  more  closely  our  rules,  on  questions  of  commerce,  approach  those 
of  our  sister  states,  the  more  facility  do  we  extend  to  that  intercourse 
and  trade,  on  which  the  prosperity  of  this  state  most  materially 
depends;  and  this  consideration  can  never  be  lost  sight  of  by  the 
court,  where  the  legislature  leaves  us  without  positive  law. 

We  deem  it  unnecessary,  for  it  would  be  unprofitable,  to  go  at 
length  into  an  examination  of  the  different  arguments  used  at  the  bar, 
and  show  why  they  failed  to  produce  that  conviction  on  us  they  were 
intended  to  impress.  Had  they  even  made  us  greatly  doubt,  they 
would  not  have  induced  us  to  retrace  our  steps,  and  decide  this  case 
on  a  change  of  opinion.  It  is  now  ten  years  since  that  decision  has 
been  made.  It  has  been  known  to  the  community,  and  the  parties 
to  this  suit  must  be  presumed  to  have  contracted  in  relation  to  the 
law  as  expounded  by  the  court  of  the  last  resort  in  the  state.  Under 
such  circumstances,  nothing  short  of  the  clearest  conviction  on  our 
part  that  we  had  been  in  error,  could  authorise  us  to  recognise  a  dif- 
ferent rule,  and  apply  it  to  the  case  before  us. 

But  it  is  contended  that,  however  the  general  rule  may  be,  the  sen- 
tence of  the  court  offered  in  evidence  was  not  conclusive,  because  it 
was  pronounced  by  a  tribunal  of  incompetent  authority. 

The  first  question  which  meets  us  on  the  inquiry  into  the  correct- 
ness of  this  position  is,  whether  this  court  has  the  power  to  examine 
into  the  competency  of  the  tribunal  by  whose  sentence  the  condem- 
nation was  pronounced? 

We  entertain  no  doubt  that  we  possess  such  power.  The  great 
extent  to  which  we  carry  our  comity  for  these  tribunals,  and  the 
influence  we  accord  to  their  judgments,  far  from  being  an  argument 
against  this  power,  renders  the  exercise  of  it  indispensable  to  the 
correct  administration  of  justice.  That  individuals  by  taking  on 
themselves  the  attributes  of  judicial  power,  and  clothing  their  acts 
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of  assumed  jurisdiction  with  the  forms  of  proceedings  of  courts  of 
justice,  could  rightfully  condemn  property,  and  give  to  their  sentences 
the  effect  which  belong  to  those  of  tribunals  constituted  by  sovereign 
authority,  is  a  proposition  that  requires  no  refutation.  It  is  clear  the 
right  belongs  to  every  court  to  examine  whether  the  sentence  offered 
to  it,  emanates  from  an  authority  competent,  by  the  law  of  nations, 
to  judge  of  the  matters  on  which  it  has  pronounced.  4  Cranch,  269; 
1  Rob.  144;  4  Ibid.  35;  5  Ibid.  255. 

The  competency  of  the  tribunal,  whose  sentence  was  offered  in 
evidence,  has  been  assailled  on  two  grounds.  First:  That  it  was  a 
tribunal  established  by  the  government  of  Mexico,  antecedent  to  the 
formation  of  the  federal  constitution,  and  that  its  authority  ceased  with 
that  event.  Secondly:  That  the  laws  by  which  tribunals  of  marine 
jurisdiction  were  created  in  the  country,  prescribed  a  different  organi- 
sation from  that  which  appeared  to  belong  to  the  court  that  con- 
demned the  property. 

The  plaintiff  produced  no  proof  in  the  court  below,  in  support  of 
this  ground;  but  he  contends,  that  the  incompetency  of  the  tribunal 
results  from  the  evidence  introduced  by  the  defendants  themselves. 

That  evidence  shows  that  tribunals  of  admiralty  were  established 
prior  to  the  constitution: — ^That,  by  that  instrument,  circuit  courts 
were  directed  to  be  established,  in  which  the  jurisdiction  of  all  prizes 
by  sea  and  land,  {presas  de  mar  y  iierra)  and  the  cognisance  of  all 
pursuits  in  relation  to  contraband  goods,  should  be  vested. 

Whether,  on  a  voluntary  change  by  a  people,  from  one  form  of 
government  to  another,  the  laws  in  force  at  the  time  of  such  change 
cease  to  have  any  effect,  and  the  authorities  by  whom  they  are 
administered,  lose  the  power  vested  in  them  by  the  previous  govern- 
ment, before  the  succeeding  one  is  organised  and  goes  into  effect,  are 
questions  by  no  means  free  from  difficulty.  The  very  general  use  of 
a  positive  provision  on  that  subject  in  the  different  constitutions  which 
have  been  formed  since  the  independence  of  these  states,  is  certainly 
a  strong  argument  to  show,  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  framers  of  these 
instruments,  such  a  provision  was  necessary,  and  that  without  it,  a 
complete  interregnum  would  be  created,  during  which  there  would 
be  neither  laws,  nor  officers  to  administer  them. — This  argument  is, 
however,  by  no  means  conclusive,  and  there  are  many  who  hold  a 
contrary  doctrine.  It  is  true  that  a  majority  of  the  members  who 
now  compose  this  tribunal,  so  decided  in  a  case  that  came  before  it 
in  the  year  1821,  and  such,  also,  was  the  opinion  of  the  late  superior 
court  of  the  territory  of  Orleans.  But  a  majority  of  the  persons  who 
have  at  different  times  filled  this  court,  since  its  organisation,  seem 
rather  to  have  thought,  that  the  constitution  did  not  supersede  the 
former  government,  until  put  into  operation  by  the  legislature;  and 
one  of  the  judges  declared,  that  without  a  schedule,  this  would  have 
been  the  consequence.  That  the  most  radical  change  in  form,  does 
not  destroy  the  old  government  until  the  means  are  furnished  of 
giving  full  effect  to  the  new.    Bermudez  v.  Ibanes,  3  Alartitiy  2; 
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Dufau  V.  Massicot,  3  Ibid.  289;  Bouthemy  v.  Dreux^  10  Ibi€L  1; 
2  Martitiy  278. 

Two  of  the  judges  in  this  court  retain  the  opinion  they  expressed 
in  the  case  of  Honthemy  v.  Dreiix,  in  relation  to  our  own  constitution; 
but  we  unanimously  think,  (hat  the  question  is  by  no  means  so  clear 
and  free  from  doubt,  as  to  authorise  us  to  declare,  that  the  govern- 
ment and  courts  of  another  country,  who  came  to  a  different  con- 
clusion in  relation  to  the  effect  produced  by  a  change  from  one  form 
of  government  to  another,  did  what  they  had  no  right  to  do;  and  that 
all  their  acts  are  null  and  void.  They  were  the  proper  judges  to 
construe  their  own  constitution  and  laws,  and  their  decision  must  be 
adopted  as  the  true  consiruciion  by  other  countries.  The  correctness 
of  this  principle  is  established  by  an  irresistible  course  of  reasornng  in 
the  case  of  Elmendorft;.  Taylor,  decided  in  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States.  The  chief  justice,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of 
that  tribunal,  observes:  "  No  court  in  the  universe,  which  professed 
to  be  governed  by  principle,  would,  we  presiune,  undertake  to  say, 
that  the  courts  of  Great  Britain  or  France,  or  any  other  nation,  had 
mistmderstood  their  own  statutes,  and  therefore  erect  itself  into  a 
tribunal  which  should  correct  such  misunderstanding."  10  Wheatoa, 
160. 

That  a  constriKtion  has  been  given  to  the  constitution  of  Mexico^ 
adverse  to  the  position  of  the  plaintiff,  is  proved  to  our  entire  satis- 
faction. Tl)e  acts  of  the  court  in  continuing  to  administer  justice 
after  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  and  before  the  organisation  of 
the  circuit  courts,  is  conclusive  evidence  of  their  opinion  respecting 
their  jurisdiction.  In  addition  to  this,  the  testimony  of  lawyers  in 
the  city  of  Mexico,  has  been  taken.  One  of  them,  a  distinguished 
member  of  the  profession,  and  holding  a  high  situation  in  the  govern- 
ment, after  examining  the  proceedings,  swears,  that  the  court  which 
condemned  the  goods  was  a  lawful  tribunal,  and  that  its  proceedings 
were  regular,  and  its  jurisdiction  undoubted,  as  the  circuit  courts  had 
not,  at  the  time  the  sentence  was  rendered,  been  established  undet 
the  constitution.  Such  being  the  construction  in  Mexico,  it  must  be 
the  construction  here,  where  the  proceedings  come  collaterally  befove 
us. 

The  second  point  on  which  the  competency  of  the  tribunal  is  attack- 
ed, is  derived  from  the  terms  of  the  law  creating  it.  By  this  law,  a 
Spanish  ordinance  contained  in  the  4th,  5th,  6th  and  8th  laws  of  the 
8th  title  of  the  6th  book  of  the  Novisima  Becopilaciony  is  prescribed 
as  the  rule  to  be  followed  in  the  organisation  of  the  tribunal,  and  its 
practice;  except  where  it  is  in  opposition  to  tlie  laws  of  Mexico. 

This  ordinance  has  been  minutely  observed  on  by  the  counctel,  and 
a  close  comparison  of  it,  with  the  actual  organisation  of  the  court,  as- 
set forth  in  the  proceedings,  does  certainly  show  a  considerable  va- 
riance between  them.  But  we  are  as  unprepared  on  this  ground  as 
the  other  to  declare  the  court  incompetent;  for  we  have  only  part  of 
the  laws  before  us.     That  which  establishes  the  tribunal  de^ares, 
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that  the  ordinance  is  to  be  followed,  except  where  the  laws  of  Mexico 
diflfer  from  it.  When  the  organisation  of  the  tribunal  is  shown  to  be 
different  from  that  ordinance,  we  can  come  to  no  other  conclusion, 
than  that  the  difference  is  produced  by  laws  to  which  we  have  not 
access.  Even  if  other  laws  besides  the  constitution  were  before  us, 
it  would  be  diflScult  for  us  to  say,  that  the  tribunal  was  not  rightfully 
and  legally  constituted.  It  is  a  conclusion  to  which  no  court  can 
come,  in  regard  to  the  oi^nisation  of  a  tribunal  in  another  country, 
without  much  hesitation,  and  without  feeling  that  it  is  peculiarly 
liable  to  err.  To  form  a  safe  judgment,  it  must  have  all  the  laws  of 
the  country  before  it,  and  it  must  be  satisfied,  that  it  is  so  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  jurisprudence  of  that  country,  that  the  same  con- 
struction is  given  to  the  laws,  as  they  receive  in  the  place  where  they 
are  made.  Both  of  which,  it  is  difficult  for  a  foreign  tribunal  to  be 
sure  of.  Our  ideas  on  this  head  may  be  illustrated,  by  supposing 
a  Spanish  tribunal  to  inquire  into  the  constitution  of  the  Court  of 
King's  B^ich  in  England,  and  its  powers,  in  order  to  see  how  it  got 
jurisdiction  in  civil  matters,  and  how  far  that  jurisdiction  extended. 

But  in  this  case,  we  are  not  left  to  these  considerations.  It  has 
been  proved  by  the  evidence  of  lawyers  residing  in  the  city  of  Mexico, 
that  the  tribunal  was  competent,  and  its  proceedings  regular.  The 
testinu>ny  was  much  commented  on,  but  nothing  we  have  heard  in 
argument,  has  destroyed,  or  shaken  its  credit  It  appears  to  have 
come  from  persons  of  respectability.  It  was  taken  by  deposition,  and 
these  depositions  were  opened,  as  the  endorsement  on  them  shows, 
some  time  before  the  tribunal.  If  the  plaintiff  believed  they  were 
improperly  obtained,  or  that  the  witnesses  erred  through  ignorance, 
or  from  corrupt  motives,  it  could  not  have  been  difficult  to  disprove 
them.  In  every  point  of  view,  then,  we  are  satisfied,  that  there  has 
not  been  enough  shown,  to  authorise  this  tribunal  to  declare  that  the 
court  which  condemned  the  goods  was  incompetent. 

The  same  observations  apply  to  the  objection  that  this  was  a  prize, 
and  not  an  instance  court.  The  proof  establishes,  the  tribunal  had 
authority  to  pronounce  the  judgment  set  forth  in  the  proceedings. 
What  is  the  nature  and  extent  of  that  judgment,  has  been  much  con- 
troverted, and  will  be  the  subject  of  examination  hereafter. 

A  great  deal  was  said  in  relation  to  the  irregularity  of  the  proceed- 
ings. The  want  of  a  proper  law  officer,  to  advise  the  assistance  of 
an  auditor,  and  not  an  assessor,  the  necessity  of  two  sentences  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  of  Spain,  &c.  Some  of  these  objections  might,  per- 
haps, be  well  founded,  if  we  were  an  appellate  tnbunal  to  review  the 
sentences  of  the  Mexican  courts  of  admiralty.  But  we  have  no  such 
power,  and  consequently  cannot  look  into  these  errors.  They  were 
matters  for  the  consideration  of  the  judges  who  pronounced  the  sen- 
tence, and  their  decision  on  them  is  final.    4  Cranch,  278. 

The  plaintiff,  however,  further  contends,  that  admitting  the  sen- 
tence to  be  conclusive  as  to  every  thing  on  which  it  acts,  still  he 
most  recover  on  the  following  grounds: 
Vol.  III.— 53 
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1.  The  seizure  was  made  od  the  high  seas^  not  in  the  port  of  Soto 
la  Marina. 

2.  The  whole  of  the  goods  seized,  were  condemned  Jure  beUi^ 
or  if  not  the  whole,  a  part  were, 

L  The  declaration  of  the  captain,  officers  and  crew  of  the  schooner 
taken  before  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Alvarado,  states,  diat 
they  sailed  from  New  Orleans,  and  anchored  in  Soto  la  Marina 
Roads,  on  the  7th  September,  and  that  on  the  same  day  a  boat  came 
on  board  from  the  Mexican  vessel  Tampico,  and  took  forcible  pos^ 
session  of  her.  In  the  examination  of  the  captain  taken  before  the 
court,  he  renews  the  declaration  that  he  was  at  anchor  when  he  was 
seized,  but  states  that  it  was  in  the  port  of  Soto  la  Marina,  and  adds 
that  at  the  time  of  the  seizive,  passengers  who  came  in  the  dup  had 
been  landed. 

It  is  admitted  in  the  argument,  that  the  place  where  the  schooner 
was  seized,  is  some  distanoe  from  that  where  vessels  usually  anchor 
when  they  discharge  their  cargoes  at  that  port  That  it  was  about 
four  leaeues  from  the  shore^— and  that  the  coast  is  low  and  flat. 

Whemer  this  was  a  seizure  on  the  high  seas  or  not,  is  immaterial 
in  the  view  which  the  court  has  takmi  of  the  rights  of  the  parties. 
Before  stating  those  views,  a  position  assumed  by  the  plaintiff  most 
be  examined.  It  is  contended  by  him  that,  from  the  terms  of  the 
policy,  the  defendants  took  all  risks  until  the  goods  were  landed. 

The  terms  of  the  policy  certainly  are,  that  the  insurer  is  to  be  re^ 
sponsible  until  the  goods  are  landed.  But  the  designation  of  time 
during  whicli  the  responsibility  should  last,  can  only  extend  to  the 
risks  for  which  the  insurer  became  responsible,  not  to  those  ezdoded 
by  the  warranty.  They  are  exceptions  introduced  to  the  general 
terms  of  the  contract,  and  their  force  and  meaning  must  be  deter^ 
mined  by  a  consideration  of  the  extent  to  whidi  this  exception  goes; 
not  by  the  general  words  of  the  policy,  the  effect  of  which  it  was  the 
object  of  the  warranty  to  guard  against — Whether  the  seizure  was 
made  in  such  a  place  as  it  might  be  rightfully  nutde,  for  illicit  trade, 
is  the  true  question— not  whether  the  goods  were  landed.  According 
to  the  construction  of  the  plaintiff,  the  warranty  in  the  policy  was  of 
no  use  to  the  insurers.  For  if  they  were  responsible  for  all  risks  of 
seizure  for  illicit  trade,  until  the  goods  were  landed,  notwithstanding 
the  warranty,  then  the  insertion  of  the  exception  did  not  alter  their 
situation,  as  without  such  a  clause  their  responsiUlities  would  ha^e 
ceased  with  the  landing  of  the  goods. 

A  law  of  Spain  was  much  relied  on  to  prove  that  the  jurisdiction 
exercised  in  this  case  was  beyond  the  territorial  limits  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Mexico.  The  law  is  found  in  the  ordinance  of  Corso  already 
quoted.  It  is  entitled  <<  The  rules  which  are  to  be  observed  in  case  of 
prize."  It  declares  that  the  immunity  of  the  coast,  shall  not,  as  here- 
tofore, be  marked  by  the  doubtful  and  uncertain  distance  of  a  cannon 
shot,  but  by  the  distance  of  two  miles— tfiat  all  prizes  made  within 
that  distance  shall  be  judged  of  by  the  conunandant  of  that  port  into 
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which  the  prize  is  brought;  and  that,  if  made  beyond  it,  they  shall  be 
taken  cognisance  of  by  the  tribunal  of  the  captor,  Novisima  Rtcop. 
Kv.  6,  tit.  8,  law  5. 

That  this  ordinance  marks  the  extent  of  territorial  jurisdiction  of 
the  sovereign  of  Spain,  and  that  the  seizure  here  made  was  beyond 
these  limits,  can  not  be  questioned.  But  with  these  admissions,  the 
question  still  remains,  whether  the  seizure  was  not  made  in  the  exer<- 
eise  of  a  right,  which  every  nation  enjoys,  to  prevent  its  laws  being 
evaded.  If  it  was,  it  is  immaterial  in  our  view  of  the  subject  whe- 
ther it  was  made  within  the  limits,  or  not. 

Strictly  speaking,  the  authority  of  a  nation  can  not  extend  beyond 
her  own  territory.  By  the  common  consent  of  nations  this  authority 
has  been  enlaiged,  where  the  sea  is  the  boundary^,  to  the  distance  of 
a  cannon  shot,  from  the  shore.  Within  these  limits  foreigners  are 
protected,  and  prizes  cannot  rightfully  be  made  of  their  vessels  by 
enemies.  But  the  right  of  the  nation  to  protect  itself  from  injury,  by 
preventing  its  laws  from  being  evaded,  is  not  restrained  to  this  boun- 
dary. It  may  watch  its  coast,  and  seize  ships  that  are  approaching 
it  with  an  intention  to  violate  its  laws.  It  is  not  obliged  to  wait 
until  the  offence  is  consummated  before  it  can  act.  It  may  guard 
c^inst  injury,  as  well  as  punish  it  If,  indeed,  in  the  exercise  of  this 
right  an  unreasonable  range  was  taken,  other  nations  might  object 
But  so  long  as  it  is  confined  to  the  seizure  of  vessels  entering  the  port  for 
which  they  are  destmed,  it  will  not,  it  is  presumed,  form  a  just  ground 
of  complaint  Our  own  legislation  authorises  revenue  cutters  to  visit 
vessels  four  leagues  from  the  coast;  and  the  .acts  of  congress  on  this 
subject,  are  a  clear  expression  of  the  opinion  of  our  government,  that 
nothing  in  the  law  of  nations  prohibited  them  to  confer  such  power  on 
its  cruisers.  The  case  of  Church  v.  Hubbard,  decided  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  is  almost  that  before  the  court.  It  was 
there  held  that  the  insurer  under  warranty,  such  as  that  inserted  in 
this  policy,  was  not  responsible  for  a  seizure  made  four  or  five  leagues 
from  the  coast — although  it  was  admitted  the  territorial  jurisdiction 
did  not  extend  further  than  a  cannon  shot  from  the  shore.  The  cases 
cited  by  the  appellant,  from  Taunton's  Reports,  were  decided  on  a 
different  form  of  policy. — ^The  warranty  there  was  «  free  from  cap- 
ture and  seizure  in  the  port,  or  ports  of  disdiarge.''  By  these  expres- 
sions the  parties  excluded  a  particular  place  from  the  risks  assumed 
by  the  insurer  under  the  policy.  By  the  warranty  here,  the  insured 
took  upon  himself  the  risk  of  seizure  for  illicit  trade  at  any  distance 
from  shore,  where,  by  the  law  of  nations,  such  seizure  could  be  right- 
fully made,  2  Cranch,  186;  2  Taunton,  499;  4  Ibid.  387;  9  Wheaton 
371,  11  Mass.  104. 

II.  The  second  ground  assumed  by  the  plaintiff  on  this  part  of  the 
case  will  be  best  understood  by  dividing  it  We  will  first  consider  the- 
proposition  that  the  whole  of  the  goods  were  condemned  in  the  exer- 
cise of  a  belligerent  right 

The  distinction,  between  the  rights  which  a  nation  acquires  in  con- 
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sequence  of  her  being  at  war  with  another,  and  thcMse  whidi  she  pos> 
sesses  as  sovereign  within  her  own  limits,  seems  to  us  so  clear  that 
there  can  bo  little  doubt  in  relation  to  it  The  law  of  nations  having 
defined  die  extent  of  belligerent  rights;  any  law  of  a  particular  country 
which  goes  beyond  these  rights,  must  necessarily  derive  its  auUiority 
from  the  nation  within  his  own  limits,  and  a  punishment  for  a  breach 
of  this  law,  must  be  referred  to  a  violation  of  municipal  regulations, 
for  it  is  only  as  sudi,  that  it  had  any  force;  or  that  punishment  could 
take  place  under  it 

In  regard  to  the  particular  regulation  under  which  this  property 
was  condemned,  it  is  beyond  doubt  that  it  was  a  municipal  one,  and 
that  it  derived  its  authority  from  the  power  which  the  nation  had 
within  her  own  territory,  not  from  her  rights  as  being  at  war  with 
another  country.  The  decree  of  the  Mexican  government,  prohibits 
the  admission  into  their  ports,  not  only  of  goods  and  merchandise, 
the  production  and  manufactures  of  Spain,  but  also  of  all  merchandise 
which  may  have  been  brought  from  the  ports  of  that  country,  no  mat- 
ter what  its  origin,  or  to  whom  it  may  belong.  Or,  in  other  words, 
they  condemn  even  neutral  property,  of  neutral  origin,  if  it  comes  from 
Spain  or  her  dependencies.  Tliis  was  a  right  which  the  law  of  war 
did  not  confer,  consequently  a  condemnation  under  it  cannot  be  con- 
sidered one,  jure  belli. 

It  was  urged,  that  the  motives  avowed  by  the  government  in  pass- 
ing the  decree,  show  plainly  that  it  was  intended  to  distress  the  enemy, 
and  that  as  the  measure  arose  out  of  a  state  of  war,  a  condemnation 
for  a  breach  of  the  law  |pust  be  referred  to  the  same  source.  Admit- 
ting this  to  be  their  motive,  and  we  believe  it  such,  the  consequence 
contended  for,  does  not  follow.  Sovereigns  may  make  what  regula- 
tions they  please  within  their  own  territories,  and  no  matter  what 
may  be  the  motives,  the  source  from  which  the  regulation  derives  its 
force,  must  be  the  test  by  which  the  law  is  to  be  designated,  not  the 
motives  that  induced  its  passage. 

The  cause  of  Foixw.  Phoenix  Insurance  Company,  decided  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania,  was  much  relied  on  by  the  plaintiff. 
It  arose  out  of  a  sentence  of  condemnation  pronounced  under  the 
Milan  and  Berlin  decrees,  and  the  assurer  contended  he  was  not  re- 
sponsible, as  by  the  policy  he  was  warranted  free  from  illicit,  or  pro- 
hibited trade.  The  court  decided  that  a  condemnation  under  that 
decree,  though  the  vessel  was  seized  in  entering  the  port,  was  not  a 
condemnation  for  illicit  or  prohibited  trade,  but  a  condemnation  Jure 
&e//t,and  that  the  insured  could  recover. 

A  great  deal  of  the  argument  of  the  counsel,  and  the  reasoning  of 
the  judges,  were  directed  to  show,  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees 
were  a  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  and,  to  a  certain  extent,  there 
is  no  doubt  they  were.  Undoubtedly,  France  had  no  right  to  say, 
neutral  nations  should  not  trade  in  the  manufactures  of  her  enemy, 
and  that  if  they  did«  their  property  would  be  captured  on  the  high 
seas.    But  we  agree  with  the  counsel  for  the  defendants,  that  parts 
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of  these  decrees  were  not  contrary  to  that  law.  A  belligerent  has 
the  right  to  say,  he  will  not  permit  merchandise  from  ah  enemy's 
x»imtry  to  be  importied  into  his.  He  can,  not  only  exercise  this  power 
in  time  of  war;  he  may  do  it  in  a  period  of  profound  peace.  Exam* 
pies  of  the  latter  kind  are  very  numerous,  and  the  authority  to  do  so 
is  unquestionable.  To  refuse  it,  would  be  tantamount  to  a  declaration 
that  the  nation  who  passes  such  a  declaration  is  not  independent 
For  if  she  be,  who  can  question  her  right  to  regulate  her  internal  con^ 
cems  as  she  pleases. 

The  judges  who  decided  this  case,  felt  the  weight  of  this  principle. 
They  admitted,  the  right  to  pass  such  a  law  as  has  been  just  spoken 
of,  and  the  right  to  enforce  it,  at  an  indefinite  distance  from  the 
shore:  but  tliey  decided  against  the  assurer,  because  the  seizure  and 
condemnation  had  not  been  made  on  the  ground,  that  the  insured  was 
about  to  import  prohibited  goods,  but  that  they  were  British  manu- 
factures.    5  Sergeant  &  Rawle. 

Being  thus  satisfied,  that  a  condemnation  under  these  decrees  of 
the  Mexican  government,  will  falsify  the  warranty,  we  proceed  to 
examine  whether  in  point  of  fact,  any  or  all  the  goods  insured  were 
80  condemned. 

There  were  two  sentences  pronounced  by  the  court.  The  first, 
after  reciting  that  the  cargo  is  composed  of  295  barrels  of  wine,  123 
boxes  of  wlftx,  or  hardware,  and  other  effects,  proceeds  to  detail  the 
proo6,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  wine  and  wax  came  from  the 
port  of  Havana;  and  concludes  as  follows:  <Hhat  we  ought  to  declare, 
and  do  in  fkct  declare,  as  good  prize,  not  only  the  before  mentioned 
American  schooner,  the  Felix,  but  also  the  wine  and  wax  referred  to 
in  the  proceedings,  with  the  marks  there  given.  That  this  condem- 
Tiation  should  also  extend  to  the  other  45  boxes  of  wax  which  are 
found  on  board  the  said  schooner,  and  all  the  other  productions,  mer- 
chandise, and  effects  which  shall  be  proved  to  be  of  Spanish  origin, 
proceeding  from  any  port  of  that  nation,  or  of  those  prohibited,  &c., 
ftc'' 

The  second  decree  was  preceded,  according  to  the  practice  of  the 
Spanish  tribunals,  by  a  report  of  the  auditor,  or  assessor,  who  states 
that  the  former  decree  respecting  the  schooner  Felix,  should  be  con- 
firmed, with  the  exception  of  a  billiard  table,  a  still,  ten  hampers  of 
empty  bottles;  and  a  box  of  books;  they  not  being  contraband,  nor 
proved  to  be  brought  from  the  port  of  Havana  in  the  said  schooner, 
nor  Spanish  property,  nor  the  production  or  manufactures  of  the 
enemy;  in  which  qualities  and  prohibitions  {cut/as  calidades  y pro- 
hibiciones)  are  comprehended  the  other  effects  which  are  condemned 
as  good  prize,  accordmg  to  our  revenue  laws  and  the  declaration  of 
war  agamst  Spain  and  her  dependencies. 

After  stating  some  of  the  proceedings  which  had  already  taken 
plaoe  in  the  tribunal,  the  assessor  adds:  ^From  which  proceedings 
result  most  clearly,  the  legal  causes  of  seizure^viz:  the  national  quali- 
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ties  of  some  articles,  and  the  sailing  of  a  vessel  from  a  port  which 
was  under  the  domination  of  Spain." 

The  junta,  or  court,  on  thb  report  gave  a  final  sentence;  in  which, 
after  reciting  the  previous  proceedings,  they  declare,  that  ^  having 
read  and  taken  into  consideration  the  antecedent  opinion  of  the  as- 
sessor, and  discussed  all  the  points,  with  which  we  imanimously 
agree,  conformably  to  what  is  there  exposed,  confirming,  as  we  do 
confirm,  the  condemnation  of  the  schooner  Felix  and  her  cargo,  as 
good  prize,  excepting  from  said  penalty  ten  hampers  of  empty  hot- 
ties,  a  still,  a  billiard  table,- and  a  box  containing  five  bibles  and  four 
new  testaments." 

It  has  been  contended,  that  these  sentences  do  not  embrace  the 
whole  of  the  cai^;  that  only  a  part  of  it  is  condemned. 

But  on  this  branch  of  the  subject,  the  court  has  no  doubt  The 
original  sentence  condemns  the  wine,  and  wax,  and  such  other 
articles  as  might  be  found  liable  to  condemnation.  The  report  of 
the  assessor  confirms  this  sentence,  except  in  relation  to  a  still  a  bil- 
liard table,  some  empty  bottles,  &c.  If  it  had  been  the  opinion  of 
the  assessors  that  nothing  more  had  been  condemned  than  the  wine 
and  the  wax,  and  that  nothing  more  should  be,  the  exceptions  were 
unnecessary;  for  a  confirmation  of  the  original  sentence,  supposing 
it  limited  to  the  wine  and  the  wax,  would  not  have  embraced  them. 
The  final  sentence,  however,  places  this  matter  beyond  argument. 
It  condemns  the  schooner  and  her  cai^o,  with  the  exception  of  certain 
articles  there  mentioned.  Consequently,  every  article,  of  which  the 
cargo  was  made  up,  and  which  is  not  excluded  by  the  exceptions,  is 
condemned. 

The  report  of  the  assessor  already  referred  to,  which  is  adopted  by 
the  court  as  the  basis  of  its  last  decision,  after  stating  that  certain 
goods  were  acquitted  because  they  were  neither  articles  of  contra- 
band, nor  proved  to  be  brought  from  the  port  of  Havana,  nor  Spanish 
property,  nor  the  productions  or  manufactures  of  Spain,  proceeds  to 
state,  that  in  these  qualities  and  prohibitions,  are  comprehended  the 
other  effects  condemned.  It  was  argued,  that  as  the  wax  and  the 
wine  were  condemned  in  the  first  sentence,  for  a  breach  of  municipal 
law,  and  as  new  ground,  that  of  being  enemy's  property,  is  inserted 
in  the  second,  as  a  cause  of  condemnation,  that  the  fair  construction 
to  be  given  to  these  decrees  is,  that  all  the  goods  embraced  by  the 
laft  judgment,  which  were  not  included  in  the  first,must  be  considered 
^seized  and  forfeited  for  the  additional  reason  given  in  the  sentence; 
and  that,  for  this  portion  of  goods  the  insurers  are  responsible,  as  the 
warranty  does  not  exclude  war  risks. 

But  the  second  sentence  is  in  the  conjunctive.  It  condemns  the 
whole,  for  ail  the  causes  therein  mentioned.  Consequently,  it  con- 
demns them  for  each  of  these  causes,  and  one  of  them  is  a  breach  of 
municipal  law. — If  there  were  any  inconsistency  in  the  two  decrees; 
or  if  the  different  reasons  assigned  in  the  last  one,  could  not  be  recon- 
ciled with  each  other,  then,  perhaps,  it  would  be  true  to  say^  that  the 
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several  causes  of  condemnatioD  must  be  referred  to  the  different 
portions  of  which  the  cargo  was  made  up.  But  there  is  no  such 
contradiction;  they  may  well  stand  together.  The  goods  might  be 
enemy's  property,  and  also  come  from  the  Havana.  It  is  not  impossi- 
ble, that  between  the  first  and  second  sentence,  proof  was  obtained, 
which  brought  the  whole  cargo  within  the  reason  given  in  the  last 
decree.  We  at  least  are  bound  to  presume  so;  for  so  the  sentence  • 
has  said,  and  we  cannot  contest  its  verity.  But,  admitting  this  proof 
was  not  obtained,  and  that  the  wine  and  wax  must  be  considered  as 
condemned  for  the  causes  mentioned  in  the  first  decree,  and  no  other; 
that  does  not  weaken  the  position,  that  the  rest  of  the  goods  were 
not  only  enemy's  property,  but  brought  from  an  enemy's  port. — The 
decree  condemns  all  the  cargo,  for  all  the  reasons  for  which  it  could 
be  condemned;  proving  that  part  of  it  came  within  one  of  these 
reasons,  does  not  establish,  that  the  riemainder  was  condenmed  for  a 
single  cause,  when  the  words  of  the  sentence  say,  they  are  within  all. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  aflBLrmed,  with  costs. 

Mazureau  and  Strawbridgey  for  the  plaintiff. 

Eustis  and  SUdelly  for  the  defendant 


Cucullu  V.  Orleans  Insurance  Company. 
V,  N.  S.  492. 

FIRST  District. 

A  precisely  similar  case. 
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Duncan's  Executors  v.  Poydras's  Executors. 
V,  N.  S.  492. 

Tbe  ihipper  of  goods  if  not  rotponaible  for  the  cost  of  defending  the  ship  and  other  pro- 
perty on  botrd,  which  is  seised  and  prosecuted  for  illegaf  trade. 

FOURTH  DistricU 

PoRTBBi  J.,  delivered  the  opinbn  of  (he  court 
This  action  iras  commenced  in  the  lifetime  of  both  the  parties,  in 
the  district  court  On  the  death  of  the  defendant  it  was  tranrferied 
to  that  of  probates;  where  judgment  being  rendered  in  faror  of  the 
plaintiff,  an  appeal  was  taken  to  the  district  court  That  court  con- 
firmed the  judgment  of  that  of  the  first  instance;  and  the  defendants 
have  again  appealed  to  this. 

The  whole  claim  of  the  petitioner  grows  out  of  a  seizure  made  by 
the  collector*  of  the  port  of  Orleans,  of  a  quantity  of  slaves  shipped 
from  one  of  the  northern  states  to  this,  on  an  allegation,  that  the  regu- 
lations contained  in  the  act  of  Congress,  in  relation  to  the  transpor- 
tation of  slaves  from  one  state  to  another,  by  sea,  had  been  violated. 
Three  libels,  it  appears,  were  filed  against  the  vessel,  in  the  district 
court  of  the  United  States;  and  two  actions  were  brought  in  the 
court  of  the  state,  against  the  collector:  one  to  obtain  a  sequestration 
of  the  slaves,  and  the  other  for  damages  consequent  on  the  illegal 
seizure. 

The  services  and  the  value  of  them  are  proved  in  those  actions  in 
which  Poydras  was  directly  concerned,  where  he  was  plaintiff  and* 
defendant;  but  we  can  see  no  foundation  for  the  claim  to  make  him 
pay  what  is  called,  in  the  account,  his  proportion  of  the  fees  due  for 
defending  the  captain  and  sloop.  A  man  who  ships  goods  on  board 
a  vessel  which  is  illegally  seized,  suffers  enough  in  the  detention  at- 
tending his  own  property,  and  the  expense  he  may  incur  in  getting 
it  released,  without  being  obliged  to  defend  the  ship  and  master  for  a 
misfortune  by  which  all  suffered. 

The  plea  of  prescription  is  not  supported.  Some  of  the  suits  were 
continued  up  to  the  year  1821;  ana  between  that  time  and  the  com- 
mencement of  the  action,  the  period  required  by  law  to  bar  claims  of 
this  description  had  not  elapsed.  When  the  services  are  continuous 
and  uninterrupted,  prescription  runs  from  the  time  they  are  finiiAed, 
not  from  their  commencement. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  avoided,  reversed  and  annulled;  and  it  is  fur- 
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ther  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  plaintiff  do  recover  of 
the  defendants,  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  with  costs  in  the 
court  below,  the  appellee  pajring  those  of  appeal. 

Conrad,  for  the  plaintiff. 

SegherSy  for  the  defendants. 


Thatcher  v.  Walden.     V,  N.  S.  495. 

A  verbftl  power  of  attorney  if  given  in  a  state  where  slaTes  pass  by  parol,  is  legal  proof 
of  the  authority  under  which  a  written  sale  was  made  in  this  state. 

FIRST  District 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  is  an  action  to  recover  a  slave  in  possession  of  the  defendant, 
which  the  plaint^  alleges  to  be  his  property.  The  cause  was  sub- 
mitted to  a  jury,  who  found  for  the  defendant:  and  the  plaintiff  ap- 
pealed. 

Two  of  the  questions  presented  for  discussion,  arise  out  of  a  bill  of 
exceptions  taken  on  the  trial. 

The  defendant  offered  one  Crawford  as  a  witness,  to  prove  that 
the  plaintiff  had  giv;en  a  verbal  power  to  the  person  under  whose 
sale  the  defendant  holds  the  slave,  to  sell  him.  He  was  objected  to 
on  two  grounds:  First,  that  he  was  interested;  and  Secondly,  that 
parol  proof  could  not  be  given  of  such  a  power;  that  it  must  be  in 
writing. 

It  appears  the  witness  was  part  owner  and  captain  of  the  steam- 
boat Steubenville,  on  board  of  which  the  negro  was  hired.  The  sal6 
took  place  in  New  Orleans,  to  relieve  the  boat  from  some  embar- 
rassments she  was  under.  Two  of  the  brothers  of  the  plaintiff  were 
also  owners  of  the  boat,  and  one  of  them  was  on  board  at  the  time 
of  the  sale.  It  is  alleged  by  one  party  that  the  sale  was  made  by 
this  brother,  under  a  power  of  attorney  from  the  petitioner:  by  the 
other,  that  the  sale  was  made  by  Samuel  Thatcher,  without  authority; 
and  that  the  witness  had  promised  to  make  good  the  price  to  the 

Claintiff.  The  testimony  on  this  head  is  contradictory.  The  jury, 
y  their  verdict,  seemed  to  have  believed  the  former  was  the  fact. 
In  either  point  of  view,  the  witness  was  competent  In  the  first 
most  clearly  so,  as  he  was  not  responsible  for  Thatcher's  act.    In  the 
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second  still  more  clearly;  for  if  the  petitioner  recovered,  he  became 
liable  to  him  for  the  price.  So  that  his  interest,  if  any,  was  &yor- 
able  to  the  party  objecting. 

The  power  to  sell  was  given  by  the  plaintiff  in  the  state  of  Ala- 
bama; and  it  is  proved  that,  by  the  laws  of  that  state,  a  verbal  au- 
thority to  dispose  of  a  slave  is  there  legal,  and  binds  the  owner. 

It  is  a  genenil  rule,  that  contracts  must  be  construed  in  relation  to 
the  laws  of  the  country  in  which  they  are  made;  and  that  the  proof 
offered  of  these  contracts  must  be  such  as  those  laws  require.  The 
last  position  is  a  necessary  corollary  of  the  first;  for  if,  to  the  validity 
of  a  contract  in  the  country  where  it  is  made,  certain  forms  are  re- 
quired, or  certain  evidence  made  necessary;  to  receive  less,  or  require 
more  proof  in  another  country,  would  either  be  nutking  a  contract 
binding  on  the  parties  which  the  law  of  the  place  where  they  stipu- 
lated did  not,  or  would  be  virtually  impairing  the  obli^tion  of  the 
contract  by  refusing  to  enforce  it,  unless  the  party  seekmg  to  do  so, 
furnished  proof  which  it  was  impossible  he  could  give,  lliere  is  no 
difference  between  the  right  of  a  stranger  to  have  the  aid  of  the  laws 
of  the  country  where  his  debtor  resides,  to  compel  him  to  do  justice 
in  relation  to  a  contract  made  under  another  government,  and  that  of 
one  citizen  of  a  state,  to  enforce  his  claim  against  another,  lliis 
principle  which  is  founded  on  the  comity  of  nations,  and  makes  a 
part  of  international  law,  would  be  a  mere  illusion  if  other  evidence 
was  required  for  the  validity  of  the  agreement,  than  that  of  the  laws 
of  the  country  where  it  was  made.  The  application  of  this  doctrine 
to  the  case  before  us,  will  readily  show  that  the  court  below  commit- 
ted no  error  in  admitting  the  witness  to  testify  to  the  authority  given 
to  sell  the  slave.  The  contract  of  mandate  was  complete  in  Alabama, 
and  binding  there  on  the  plaintiff.  It  consequently  bound  him 
wherever  the  attorney  in  fact  might  carry  it  into  execution,  as  the 
authority  given  affixed  no  limitation  as  to  place.  We  cannot  distin- 
guish between  the  right  to  sell,  as  derived  fVom  a  verbal  power,  and 
that  acquired  by  a  purchase  made  by  parol;  and  it  has  never  been 
doubted,  that  in  the  latter  case  such  evidence  was  good,  where  the 
slave  was  bought  in  a  country  when  writing  was  not  necessary  to 
give  validity  to  the  contract.  ToulUer,  vol.  9,  cap.  6,  Beet.  2,  no.  44 
in  note;  Repertoire  de  JvriSy  vol.  9.  verbo  Preuve^seet.  2,  3.  art.  1. 
no.  3;  Kames  on  Equity,  565,  7  Term,  241. 

The  objection  in  respect  to  the  agent  having  sold  for  less  than  the 
price  directed  to  be  obtained  by  the  principal,  is  removed  by  the  offer 
made  by  the  former  to  make  up  the  deficiency.  Potheiry  Contrat  du 
Mandate  No.  94. 

On  the  merits,  we  see  nothing  which  would  authorise  us  to  set 
aside  the  verdict. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

M  Caleb  and  Byrnes j  for  the  plaintiff. 

Hoffman^  for  the  defendant 
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Carraby  d  al.  v.  Morgan.     V,  N.  S.  499. 

FIRST  District 

A  sheriff  vrho  seizes  property  not  subject  to  executioo,  is  liable  to 
an  action  for  damages. 

A  party  may  always  have  an  injunction  when  the  act  wonld  give 
rise  to  a  claim  in  damages. 

He  who  interpleads,  cannot  change  the  nature  of  the  action  in 
which  he  intervenes. 


Akin  et  cd.  v.  Bedford  et  al.    V,  N.  S.  502. 

FIRST  District. 

He  who  remits  a  bill,  his  own  property,  must  abide  the  consequen 
ces.  If  Titius  directs  Caius  to  remit  the  balance  of  his  account,  and 
this  be  done  by  Antonio's  bill  payable  to  Caius,  supra  protest,  and 
Antonio  fail,  by  whom  will  the  loss  be  borne?  If  Caius,  in  taking 
the  bill,  did  not  act  as  Titius'  agent,  as  if  he  possessed  the  bill,  or 
acquired  it  before  he  received  the  order — or  if,  having  taken  it  after 
the  order,  it  appears  he  acquired  it  for  himself,  as  e.  g.  if  he  remitted 
it  at  a  different  rate  of  exchange,  b^  which  he  gained  something,  the 
sale  of  the  bill  is  at  his  risk;  for  he  is  considered  as  a  drawer.  Uasa 
regiSj  62, 63,  p.  49,  50. 
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Elkins  V.  Canfield.     V,  N.  S.  605. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans- 

If  letters  of  curatorship  be  granted  without  legal  citation,  as  de- 
manded by  Code  of  Practice,  art.  966,  they  will  be  annulled  at  the 
suit  of  any  person  interested. 
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Breaux  v.  Gireaud.     V,  N.  S.  509. 

FIRST  District. 

If  the  sheriff  actually  swore  to  his  return  of  a  citation  of  appeal, 
and  the  clerk  omitted  to  add  the  Jurat f  the  appellant  has  a  right  to 
have  the  omission  supplied. 

Case  remanded,  with  directions  to  the  judge  to  order  the  clerk,  if 
the  sheriff  did  swear  to  his  return,  to  add  the^ura/  thereto,  and  if  he 
did  not,  or  the  clerk  does  not  recollect  that  he  did,  to  receive  the 
sheriff's  affidavit;  and  it  is  ordered,  that  the  appellee  pay  costs. 


Alkin  V.  Whitaker  et  al.    V,  N.  S.  51 1. 

Tli»  d«clanition  of  a  notary  that  be  firaye  notice  of  the  proleet  of  a  note,  nnift  be  reoMnied 

under  bis  ai^atare  and  that  of  two  witneaaes. 
Wbather  it  ought  not  to  aUle  in  what  poat-offioe  the  notiee  wae  pot 

THIRD  District 
Vol.  Ill 64 
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Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  action  was  brought  against  the  drawers  and  endorser  of  a 
promissory  note.  The  drawers  suffered  judgment  by  default  to  be 
taken  agamst  them,  and  permitted  the  same  to  be  made  final.  The 
endorser  pleaded  to  the  action,  and  judgment  being  rendered  against 
him,  he  appealed. 

The  answer  averred,  that  service  of  the  petition  and  citation  had 
not  been  made  in  the  French  language,  on  the  defendant,  though  it 
was  his  mother  tongue.  That  no  notice  of  protest  had  been  given 
him — nor  had  payment  been  demanded  of  the  maker.  That  after  the 
maturity  of  the  note,  time  had  been  given  to  him  without  the  consent 
of  the  defendant. 

The  first  question  presented  on  the  record,  arises  on  a  bill  of  excep- 
tions. The  defendant  objected  to  the  note  being  read  in  evidence, 
because  the  endorsement  was  in  blank.  The  judge  overruled  this 
objection,  and  in  our  opinion  correctly.  It  has  been  repeatedly  deci- 
ded in  this  court,  that  an  endorsement  in  blank  passes  the  interest  of 
the  endorser  in  a  commercial  note,  and  that  the  holder  may  maintain 
an  action  on  it  as  endorsee. 

The  exception  to  the  service  of  the  petition  is  contradicted  by  the 
sheriff's  return,  whi^^  expressly  states  that  copies  of  the  petition  and 
citation  were  left  with  the  defendant  in  the  French  language. 

The  uniform  practice  in  this  state  has  been  to  receive  the  protests 
of  notaries  as  evidence  of  demand  on  the  maker  of  a  note  or  acceptor 
of  a  bill  of  exchange.  The  distinction  on  this  head  between  inland 
and  foreign  bills,  which  is  known  to  the  English  law,  has  never  been 
in  our  experience  adopted  by  us.  The  legislature,  by  directing  the 
notaries  to  record  all  protests  made  by  them,  seem  to  have  acted  on, 
and  sanctioned  the  usage  which  already  existed,  to  admit  them  in  evi- 
dence. No  good  reason  exists,  why  we  should  give  more  faith  to  a 
foreign  notary,  than  to  one  of  our  own  officers.  That  of  convenience 
is  not  sufficient  to  establish  the  distinction,  for  there  would  be  nearly 
as  much  inconvenience  produced  by  refusing  the  one  as  the  other. 
We  therefore  think,  the  protest  offered  in  this  case,  was  good  evidence 
to  prove  that  demand  had  been  made  on  the  drawer. 

The  notice  certified  by  the  notary,  under  the  act  of  lS31,'we  rather 
think  does  not  comply  with  the  provisions  of  that  statute.  It  is  in 
these  words:  First  endorser  notified  by  written  notification,  by  mail, 
at  St.  Francisville,  5th  July,  1824,  by  Joseph  Trinchard.  The  statute 
requires,  that  the  names  of  the  drawers  and  endorsers,  together  with 
the  manner  in  which  the  notices  were  served  or  forwarded  to  them, 
shall  be  furnished  by  the  notary.  That  given  here  does  not  slate  in 
what  post-office  the  notice  was  put,  and  we  cannot  supply,  by  pre- 
sumption, any  thing  wanting  in  evidence  of  this  kind,  which  the 
endorser  had  not  an  opportunity  of  cross-examining. 

But  admitting  this  objection,  on  which  we  express  no  positive  opin- 
ion, could  be  got  over,  there  is  a  still  more  fatal  one,  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  certificate.    The  statute  requires  that  the  declaration  of 
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the  notary  shall  be  recorded  under  his  signature,  and  that  of  two  wit- 
nesses. In  the  present  case,  the  declaration  was  recorded  without 
any.  There  were  two  witnesses  to  the  protest.  But  none  appears 
to  the  record,  which  the  law  requires  the  nolary  to  make  of  the  man- 
ner he  gave  the  notices  of  that  protest,  and  without  them  the  declara- 
tion is  clearly  not  evidence.     Act  of  1821,  p.  44. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  that  there 
be  judgment  against  the  plaintiif^as  in  case  of  nonsuit,  with  costs  in 
both  courts. 

EusliSf  for  the  appellee. 

Ripley  and  Conrad^  for  the  appellant 


Bird  V.  M'Micken.     V,N.  S.  515. 

COURT  of  Probates  of  West  Feliciana. 

A  case  is  prematurely  heard  on  the  merits  when  all  proper  parties 
are  not  notified,  and  judgment  by  default  taken,  or  issue  joined. 


Balfour  v.  Chew.     V,  N.  S.  517. 

The  copy  of  Uie  probate  of  a  will  is  the  copy  of  a  judicial  proceeding,  which  must  be 
certified  under  the  act  of  congress  of  1790. 

THIRD  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  case  commenced  by  an  application  for  an  injunction,  to  prevent 
the  defendant  selling  certain  slaves  mentioned  in  the  petition,  which 
the  plaintiflf  alleges  to  be  her  property.    The  answer  denies  her  title, 
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and  anerts  that  the  defendant  had  seized  the  negroee  in  conseqnenee 
of  a  mortgage  given  on  them  by  the  husband  of  the  petitioner. 

The  real  difBculty  in  the  case  is,  whether  the  slaves  were  the  pro- 
perty of  the  husband  or  wife;  and  its  solution  depends  on  the  eflSect 
of  certain  transactions  which  took  place  in  North  Carolina;  from 
which  state,  the  parties,  long  after  dieir  marriage,  moved  into  this. 
It  is  admitted  the  slaves  were  the  property  of  the  father  of  the  peti- 
tioner; and  it  is  contended,  on  the  part  of  the  wife,  that  the  title 
remained  in  him,  until  after  she  and  her  husband  removed  into  this 
state.  On  the  part  of  the  defendant,  it  is  urged,  that  the  negroes  were 
conveyed  to  the  wife  while  she  lived  in  North  Carolina,  by  gift  from 
her  father;  and  that,  in  consequence  of  a  title  vesting  in  her  while 
there,  the  husband  became  the  owner  of  them  before  he  came  into 
Louisiana,  and  that  they  are  subject  to  his  debts. 

The  wife,  in  support  of  her  claim,  produced  the  record  of  the  last 
will  and  testament  of  her  father,  made  since  she  came  into  this  state. 
It  purported  to  have  been  admitted  to  probate  in  Bulie  county.  North 
Carolina.  The  reading  of  it  was  objected  to  by  the  defendant,  on 
the  ground  that  it  was  not  certified  according  to  law.  The  court 
sustained  the  objection,  and  the  plaintiff  excepted. 

In  this  court,  the  objection  has  been  maintained^  on  the  ground 
that  this  was  not  the  copy  of  a  jxAdiciai  proceedings  which  could  be 
certified  under  the  act  of  congress,  passed  in  the  year  1790;  but 
that  it  was  the  record  or  exemplification  of  an  office  book,  not  apper- 
taining to  a  court,  which  should  have  been  proved  in  the  manner 
directed  by  the  law  of  1 800,  supplementary  to  the  act  already  referred 
to.     Ingersoll's  Dig.  (ed.  1825,)  298  and  299. 

We  are  clearly  of  opinion,  that  the  objection  is  unsound.  The 
admitting  a  will  to  probate  is  certainlv  not  a  ministerial  act  It  is  a 
judicial  proceeding;  and  the  record  of  it  cannot  be  called  a  book  not 
appertaining  to  a  court  The  certificate  given  here,  most  certainly 
proves  the  contrary.  It  designates  the  term  at  which  the  will  was 
proved — it  states  the  proof  to  have  been  made  in  open  courts  and 
that  it  was  ordered  to  be  recorded. 

Another  objection  has  been  made  in  this  court,  which,  for  aught 
vrjb  can  learn  from  the  bill*  of  exceptions,  was  not  made  in  the  court 
below;  namely,  that  the  clerk  does  not  set  out  at  length,  the  oaths  of 
the  witnesses  proving  the  will;  but  has  stated  the  will  was  proved  by 
the  oaths  of  the  witnesses  therein  mentioned — or,  in  other  words, 
that  he  has  substituted  his  conclusion  of  what  was  proved,  for  the 
proof  itself. 

If  this  was  a  good  reason  to  reject  the  will,  we  would  hesitate  to 
give  the  defendant  the  benefit  of  the  objection.  He  should  have 
opposed  the  introduction  of  the  proof  on  that  ground,  and  have  given 
his  adversary  an  opportunity  of  showing,  that  by  the  laws  of  that 
state,  it  was  not  necessary  to  insert  the  oaths  of  the  witnesses  who 
fffove  a  will,  at  length,  on  the  record. 

The  prindplo  on  which  the  defendant  opposes  the  reading  of  the 
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instrument,  is  a  correct  one.  Clerks  are  only  authorised  to  give  and 
certify  copies,  and  as  they  are  merely  ministerial  officers,  they  have 
no  right  to  state  what  has  been  done,  in  any  other  manner  but  by 
furnishing  a  transcript  of  the  record  of  what  was  done.  But  in  the 
case  before  us,  we  see  no  ground  to  apply  this  doctrine.  The  state- 
ment at  the  bottom  of  the  will,  purports  to  be  an  extract  from  the 
records  of  the  court.  We  are  bound  to  believe,  as  the  clerk  has  told 
us,  that  it  is  a  true  copy;  and  if  it  be,  we  are  directed  by  the  act  of 
congress,  to  give  it  the  same  faith  and  credit,  it  had  in  the  state  from 
whence  it  came.  It  lies  on  the  defendant  to  show,  that  it  was  impro- 
perly admitted  to  record.  This,  he  has  not  done;  and  if  he  had,  so 
long  as  the  judgment  of  the  court  stood  unreversed  by  which  it  is 
ordered  to  be  recorded,  we  could  not  refuse  it  effect  here.  Smoot 
ei  ai.  V.  Russell,  1  N.  S,  522. 

With  this  view  of  the  correctness  of  the  judge's  opinion  in  rela- 
tion to  the  evidence,  as  the  cause  was  tried  by  a  jury,  the  most  regular 
course  would  be  to  remand  it  for  a  new  trial;  but  as  both  parties  have 
pressed  us  to  give  a  final  decision,  and  the  principal  question  is  one 
of  law,  not  of  fact,  we  shall  examine  the  case  on  its  merits. 

Some  of  the  negroes  claimed  by  the  plaintiff  in  this  suit,  were  sent 
by  her  father  to  the  house  of  her  husband  some  time  after  her 
marriage,  and  have  remained  in  his  possession  ever  since.  Admit- 
ting for  a  moment  there  were  no  evidence  to  take  this  case  out  of 
the  presumptions  which  the  laws  of  that  state  raise  on  such  a  transac- 
tion, the  consequence  would  be  that  the  property  would  vest  in  the 
husband.  This  has  been  satisfactorily  shown  to  be  the  rule  in  North 
Carolina.  1  Haywood,  97;  2  Ibid.  12.  But  in  opposition  to  this 
rule,  which  appears  clearly  established  bjr  the  decisions  of  the  courts 
of  that  state,  the  counsel  for  the  plaintiff  has  produced  an  act  of  its 
general  assembly,  passed  in  the  year  1784,  by  which  it  is  required 
that  deeds,  or  gifts  of  any  estate,  shall  be  proved  in  due  form  and 
recorded;  and  it  is  father  declared,  that  deeds  of  gift  not  authenticated, 
and  perpetuated  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  act  shall  be  null. 
He  has  also  read  cases  from  the  same  book,  relied  on  by  the  defend- 
ant, that  gifts,  by  parol,  are  considered  void  and  of  no  effect. 

These  decisions,  which,  at  first  blush,  appear  to  be  contradictory, 
on  a  closer  examination,  are  easily  reconciled  with  each  other.  The 
cases  in  which  gifts  by  parol  have  been  considered  good,  arose 
between  the  donor  or  his  representatives,  and  the  donee.  Those  in 
which  such  conveyances  have  been  held  bad,  were  decided  on  a 
contest  between  the  donee  and  creditors,  or  subsequent  purchaser?. 
The  words  of  the  act  of  1784,  do  not  require  all  deeds  of  gift  to  be 
reduced  to  writing.  They  only  render  it  necessary  to  record  all  those 
which  are  reduced  to  writing.  But  the  courts  of  North  Carolina, 
from  a  conviction  of  the  intention  of  the  legislature,  as  evidenced 
by  the  preamble  to  the  statute,  have  held,  that  as  to  creditors,  or 
subsequent  purchasers,  such  deeds  were  null,  and  could  have  no 
efiect.    This  distinction  between  third  parties,  and  the  donor  or  his 
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representatives,  is  clearly  established  by  two  cases  not  cited  in  argu- 
noent,  which  are  reported  in  2  Haywood's  N.  Carolina  Reports,  87: 
and  3  Haywood's  Tennessee  Reports,  4. 

The  position,  then,  which  the  wife  hasatteaipted  to  siainttJn  here, 
that  the  property  could  not  vest  in  her  without  a  deed  of  gift,  is 
wholly  untenable.  The  title,  though  by  parol,  vested  immediately, 
and  became  subsequently  void^  if  not  registered;  that  is,  voidable,  at 
the  instance  of  creditors,  and  mibsequent  purchasers.  3  Haywood 
Tenn.  Reports,  4. 

If  then  it  was  vested  in  her  in  North  Carolina,  it  became  the  pro- 
perty of  her  husband  there;  and,  consequently,  was  his,  when  he  re- 
moved into  this  state,  and  as  such,  was  properly  seized  by  the  dieriff, 
to  satisfy  an  execution  against  him. 

In  opposition  to  the  presumption  of  law,  relied  on  by  the  defendant 
that  the  slaves  became  the  property  of  the  husband  by  being  seni,or 
delivered  to  the  wife  after  marriage  by  her  father,  the  plaintiff  intro- 
duced parol  evidence  to  show  that  they  were  received  as  a  loan  and 
not  as  a  gift. 

The  evidence  on  this  head  is,  that  the  plaintiff  intennarried  with 
her  present  husband,  about  the  year  1807;  and  that  in  the  same  year 
some  negroes  were  lent  by  the  father  of  the  petitioner,  and  taken 
possession  of  by  her  husband.  In  the  year  1807,  the  witness  by 
whom  the  fact  is  stated,  declares,  that  he  went  to  Bulie  county,  in 
North  Carolina,  with  his  step-mother,  the  plaintiff,  and  that  the  day 
they  were  leaving  her  father's  house,  he  caUed  u|»two  negroes,  Brid- 
get and  Tony,  and  said  to  the  by-standers,  ^take  notice,  that  I  lend 
to  my  daughter,  Nancy  Balfour,  these  negroes,  in  the  same  manner 
that  I  have  the  other  negroes,  (alluding  to  those  formerly  delivered 
to  her,)  and  in  no  other  manner." 

The  last  will  and  testament  of  the  father,  also  shows  that  be  dis- 
posed of  the  slaves  which  his  daughter  had  received,  as  if  Cbey  noade 
a  part  of  his  property;  he  made  a  loan  of  them  to  her  for  life,  and 
gave  them,  after  her  decease,  in  full  property  to  her  children* 

The  courts  of  North  Carolina  have  decided  ^  that  when  property 
is  permitted  to  remain  in  possession  of  the  son-in-law  for  a  consider- 
able length  of  tin)e,  it  will  be  necessary  to  prove  very  clearly,  that  the 
property  was  only  lent  by  the  father,  and  that  it  was  expressly  and 
notoriously  understood  not  to  be  a  gift  at  the  time.''     I  Haywood,  98. 

With  regard  to  the  two  negroes  received  in  the  year  1830,  we  think 
the  evidence  fully  proves  they  were  delivered  as  a  loan,  and  every 
publicity  was  given  to  that  fact  the  case  was  susceptibte  o£  The 
father,  on  putting  them  into  possession  of  his  daughter,  called  on  the 
by-standera  to  observe  that  they  were  lent  by  him,  and  that  the 
transaction  was  to  be  understood  in  no  other  manner. 

But  in  regard  to  those  which  were  sent  to  the  wife  immediately 
after  the  marriage,  the  proof  is  by  no  means  satisfactory.  The  d^ 
daration  of  the  father,  years  after  the  slaves  were  delivered,  and  at 
the  time  he  was  sending  others  away,  cannot  change  the  character 
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of  the  original  transaction.  It  is  very  weak  proof  of  what  it  really 
was.  The  law  of  that  country,  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  gather 
it  from  the  decisipns  of  their  courts  is  that  it  must  be  expressly  and 
notoriously  understood  at  the  time  the  property  is  delivered,  that  a 
loan,  not  a  gift,  is  contemplated.  Some  of  the  decisions  to  which  we 
have  already  referred,  were  made  on  facts  where  the  father,  as  here, 
disposed  of  the  slaves  by  last  will  and  testament  But  this  declara- 
tion, on  his  part,  that  he  had  not  given  them  to  his  daughter,  was 
held  insufficient  to  destroy  the  presumption  which  the  law  raised  on 
the  fact  of  his  sending  them  after  marriage,  without  an  express  under- 
standing that  they  were  lent,  and  not  given.  There  is  then  no  other 
proof  of  their  being  delivered  as  a  loan,  but  that  furnished  by  the 
witness  Balfour;  and  his  testimony  is  not  strong  enough  to  bring  the 
case  of  the  plaintiff  within  the  rules  of  law  which  governed  the  trans- 
action in  the  country  where  it  took  place.  He  merely  states,  that 
some  negroes  were  lent.  He  gives  none  of  the  circumstances  which 
attended  the  delivery;  nor  how  he  came  by  his  knowledge.  He  does 
not  say  whether  it  was  so  understood  in  the  place  in  which  they  lived 
or  whether  the  condition  in  which  they  were  put  into  the  possession 
of  the  husband  and  wife,  was  known  only  to  their  own  family.  The 
witness  is  a  step-son  of  the  plaintiff.  This  is  certainly  not  proving 
that  the  slaves  were  expressly  and  notoriously  delivered  €is  a  loan; 
and  we  conclude,  as  to  them,  the  plaintiff  has  failed  to  make  out  title. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court4^  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed ;  and  proceeding 
to  give  such  judgment  here  as,  in  our  opinion,  ^ould  have  beien  given 
in  the  court  below,  it  is  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  in- 
junction granted  in  the  case,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  slave  Bridget,  be 
made  perpetual;  and  it  is  further  ordered  and  decreed,  as  it  respects 
the  other  slaves,  mentioned  in  the  petition,  that  the  injunction  be  dis- 
solved; and  that  the  defendant  pay  costs  in  both  courts. 

Preston^  for  the  appellant 

Waits  and  Lobdell,  for  the  appellee. 
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Lacroix  v.  Coquet     V,  N.  S.  527. 

A  woman  ctnnot  be  surety. 

The  provUioiu  of  the  Spojiiih  Uw  prohibiting  it  are  not  repealed  by  the  Ciril  Code. 

FIRST  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  only  question  in  this  cause  is  whether  a  woman  can  become 
surety  for  the  debt  of  another. 

The  second  law  of  the  twelfth  title  of  the  fifth  Partida,  expressly 
prohibits  women  from  becoming  responsible  for  the  debts  of  others. 
The  succeeding  law  makes  some  exceptions  to  this  rule,  but  the  case 
does  not  come  within  them. 

It  has  been  contended  here  that  the  provision  of  the  Spanish  law  is 
repealed  by  the  Civil  Code. 

It  provides  that  "every  person  may  contract,  unless  declared  inca- 
pable by  law.** 

Persons  incapable  of  contracting  are,  slaves,  minors,  persons  under 
interdiction,  married  women  in  cases  expressed  by  law,  and  generally 
all  those  to  whom  the  law  has  interdicted  certain  contracts.  Civil 
Code,  204,  art.  23  and  24. 

One  of  those  to  whom  the  law  has  interdicted  certain  contracts,  are 
women  who  become  sureties  for  another.  Therefore,  according  to 
the  affirmative  and  express  terms  of  the  article  cited,  the  provision  in 
the  Partidas  is  preserved — not  repealed. 

Subsequent  laws  do  not  repeal  former  ones  by  containing  different 
provisions;  they  must  be  contrary.  But  in  the  present  case  the  new 
law  is  neither  contrary  to,  nor  different  from  the  old. 

Similar  provisions  in  the  Napoleon  Code  have  been  considered  as 
repealing  a  prohibition  of  the  same  kind  in  their  jurisprudence,  but 
the  legislature  of  France,  in  promulgating  the  Napoleon  Code,  passed 
a  law  that  all  the  dispositions  of  the  Roman  law  concerning  the  mat- 
ters which  formed  the  object  of  that  Code  were  repealed. 

No  doubt,  therefore,  that  in  France  their  Code  repealed  the  provi- 
sions of  their  former  law  on  any  subject  of  which  the  code  treated. 
But  onr  digest  of  the  civil  laws  was  enacted  without  any  such  legisla- 
tive declaration,  consequently  it  is  subject  to  the  ordinary  rules,  which 
govern  courts  of  justice  in  the  construction  of  statutes. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of.  the  district  court  be   annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  that  the 
injunction  granted  in  this  case  be  made  perpetual,  and  that  the  plain- 
tiff pay  costs  in  both  courts. 
JjeniSy  for  the  plaintiff. 

TrabuCy  for  the  defendant. 
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Flower  et  al.  v.  Swift.     V,  N.  S.  529. 

COURT  of  Probates  of  West  Feliciana. 

Held,  an  executor  is  not  suable  in  the  court  of  probates,  on  his 
endorsement  of  a  note  payable  to  the  estate. 


Brooke  et  al.  v.  Louisiana  State  Insurance  Company* 
V,  N.  S.  530. 


A  €on$tnietiv0  total  Ibss  is  excluded  in  oil  memorandam  articlee. 

When  mule*  are  insured  a^inst  a  Mai  (o««,  nothing  ahort  of  a  physical  total  loss  of  th^ 

whole  nomber  insured,  will  render  the  aasurers  responsible. 
The  law  of  insurance  is  the  same  in  this  state  as  in  the  other  states  of  the  Union. 

FIRST  District 

PoBTER,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  case  came  before  the  court  at  the  close  of  the  last  June  term, 
and  was  decided  by  two  of  the  judges,  in  fovor  of  the  plaintiff.  An 
application  for  a  rehearing  having  excited  doubts  in  our  minds,  in 
relation  to  the  correctness  of  our  judgment,  we  granted  the  request  of 
the  defendants,  that  it  should  be  tried  again.  It  has  been  now  heard 
before  a  full  court,  and  has  been  most  carefully  and  ably  argued.  4 
i^&  641,  and  681. 

I  agree  with  the  presiding  judge  of  the  court  in  the  conclusion  to 
which  he  has  arrived:  but  as  the  reasons  by  which  my  mind  hat^ 
finally,  and  with  much  hesitation,  come  to  that  conclusion,  are  not  the 
tame  which  seem  to  influence  him,  I  think  proper  to  state  those  that 
have  induced  me  to  change  my  opinion. 

I  retain  my  former  impressions,  in  respect  to  the  intention  of  the 
parties:  but  admit  that  intention  is  not  so  clearly  proved,  as  to  autho- 
rise  us  to  deviate  from  the  legal  signification  of  the  terms  used  in  the 
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contract.  If  the  case  were  decided  on  principle  alone,  unfettered  by 
authority,  I  should  think  the  plaintiff  entitled  to  recover.  I  see  no  al>- 
surdity  whatever,  in  considering  the  words  "total  loss,'*  to  refer  to  the 
entire  destruction  of  one  mule,  as  well  as  to  the  whole  cargo.  There 
can  be  jio  dispute  about  the  literal  meaning  of  the  words;  but  the  ques- 
tion is  whether  the  intention  of  the  parties,  and  the  rules  of  law  do  not 
affix  a  technical  meaning  to  them  in  this  policy.  In  regard  to  articles 
other  than  memoranda,  the  words  "  total  loss"  mean  a  loss  of  one 
half:  this  is  the  uniform  and  admitted  meaning  given  to  the  expres- 
sion, and  parties  using  them  in  relation  to  such  a  subject,  would  be 
understood  to  use  them  in  their  legal  sense.  And  yet  in  such  a  case, 
every  argument  that  we  have  heard  in  respect  to  a  part,  not  being 
the  whole,  and  that  less  than  the  whole  is  not  a  total  loss,  would 
apply  with  as  much  force,  as  to  that  now  before  the  court. 

I  see,  therefore,  nothing  absurd  in  the  decision  which  the  courts  in 
England  have  made  on  this  subject  Nor  cau  I  agree  that  the  doc* 
trine  rests  on  the  authority  of  a  single  individual  It  is  the  decision 
of  the  whole  court  of  king's  bench.  It  was  acquiesced  in  at  the  time, 
by  the  counsel  who  argued  the  cause.  Had  they  doubted  its  correct- 
ness, they  could,  and  it  is  to  be  presumed,  would  have  taken  it  to  a 
higher  tribunal.  The  court  of  common  pleas  have  recognised  the 
same  doctrine.  It  has  not  been  controverted  since,  though  in  a  coun- 
try so  eminently  commercial  as  England,  a  vast  number  of  cases  must 
have  arisen  where  it  was  the  interest  of  parties  to  establish  a  different 
principle.  Those  who  know  with  what  zeal  and  learning,  the  doc- 
trines which  fall  from  the  bench  in  that  country,  are  examined  by  the 
profession,  when,  in  their  opinion,  they  are  unsupported  by  reason 
and  law,  will  feel  what  weight  this  consideration  is  entitled  to.  In 
addition  to  this,  it  has  been  shown  on  the  last  argument,  that  in  the 
latest  work  published  in  England  on  insurance,  the  question  is  con- 
sidered as  settled,  and  the  writer  states  the  rule  without  e3q)ressinga 
doubt  as  to  its  correctness.     Benecke  on  Insurance. 

It  is  a  very  unsatisfactory  way  of  assailing  authority  in  questions 
of  law,  to  trace  it  up  to  its  source,  and  then  say,  no  matter  how  often 
it  has  been  sanctioned,  or  how  long  acquiesced  in,  that  it  is  but  the 
opinion  of  the  individual  with  whom  it  originated.  Every  doctrine 
in  jurisprudence  might  be  assailed  and  overturned  in  this  way,  for 
they  must  all  have  had  a  beginning.  The  opinions  of  jurists,  and 
tribunals  derive  their  authority  from  the  reasons  on  which  they  are 
founded,  the  sanction  which  others  have  given  to  them;  or  the  length 
of  time  they  have  been  acquiesced  in  without  opposition;  and  their 
authority  is  not  diminished,  by  showing  that  they  had  tlieir  origin 
with  a  particular  jurist,  judge,  or  court. 

I  consider  the  rule,  then,  well  settled  in  England,  and  I  believe  it 
would  be  the  most  equitable  in  its  application  in  the  instance  before 
us.  Perhaps  it  was  this  feeling  pressing  strongly  on  my  mind,  after 
the  first  argument,  that  induced  me  too  readily  to  conclude,  that  the 
weight  of  authority  was  equal    Further  examination,  and  longer 
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time  for  reflection,  have  convinced  me  it  is  not,  that  it  is  decidedly 
with  the  defendants,  and  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  yield  my  opinions  to 
those  we  have  taken  as  guides  in  these  matters. 

We  are  in  this  state  without  any  legislative  enactments  on  the  con- 
tract of  insurance,  and  this  conrt  after  much  argument  and  great  de- 
liberation, declared  on  a  former  occasion,  for  reasons  which  need  not 
be  here  repeated,  that  this  contract  must  be  construed  in  relation  to 
the  law  merchant  as  understood  in  the  other  maritime  cities  of  the 
Union.  This  decision  has  been  for  some  time  before  the  community. 
The  legislature  have  not  thought  proper  to  prescribe  to  us  a  different 
rule.  We  are  therefore  bound  to  cousi  ler,  that  the  parties  to  this 
suit  contracted  in  relation  to  those  principles  of  law  which  we  de- 
clared should  govern  such  contracts:  Semper  in  stipulationibvs  in 
cmteris  contraclibus  id  sequimur^  quod  actum  est:  aut  si  non  ap* 
pareaty  quid  actum  esty  erif  cnnsequenSj  ut  id  sequamur^  quod  in 
regionCj  in  qua  actum  esty  Jtequtntatur.  Dig,  Liv.  50,  tit.  17, 
liv.  34. 

I  agree  with  the  counsel  for  the  plaintiffs,  that  there  is  nothing  in 
the  expressions  usqd  by  the  court,  in  the  case  of  Barry  v.  The  Louis- 
iana Insurance  Company,  which  binds  this  court  to  adopt,  from  time 
to  time,  every  rule  which  the  tribunals  of  our  sister  states  may  estab- 
lish in  relation  to  this  matter.  We  did  not  intend  by  such  declaration 
to  place  our  understanding  of  the  law  under  the  control  of  others. 
AikI  if  any  doctrine  should  be  settled  by  them  at  variance  with  rules 
which  already  existed,  or  contrary  to  our  understanding  of  the  lex 
mercatoriaywe  should  certainly  respect  their  opinions,  but  we  would 
follow  our  own. 

But  at  the  time  this  court  declared  that  the  contract  of  insurance 
must  be  understood  here  as  it  is  in  the  other  maritime  cities  of  the 
Union,  the  rule  was  already  settled  in  every  state  where  the  question 
had  arisen,  and  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uniied  States,  in  relation 
to  words  which  we  believe  to  be  convertible  with  those  used  in  this 
policy;  that  nothing  short  of  an  absolute  destruction  of  the  whole 
property  insured,  would  render  the  assurers  responsible,  and  if  any 
portion  reached  the  port  of  destination,  they  were  discharged  from 
liability.  7  Cranch,  415;  S  Ibid.  39;  1  Caines,196;  1  Wheaton,  219; 
7  Johnson,  527;  6  Mass.  465. 

Now,  however  the  force  of  authority  might  be  in  another  country 
that  had  not  previously  made  choice  of  the  rules  prevailing  in  the 
Union,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  after  that  lex  mercatoria  was 
chosen  as  our  rule  of  action  here,  there  was  error  in  saying  that  the 
weight  of  authority  was  equal.  It  most  decidedly  preponderates  in 
favor  of  the  defendants. 

Being  so,  I  cannot  depart  from  it  in  the  decision  of  this  case. 
Whatever  the  fact  may  be,  we  are  bound,  in  the  absence  of  any 
proof  to  the  contrary,  to  believe  that  the  parties  contracted  in  relation 
to  the  law,  as  expounded  to  them  by  the  tribunal  of  last  resort  in  the 
country  they  live  in.     Having  done  so,  we  cannot  now  tell  them 
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their  right  must  be  ascertained  by  a  law  which,  though  of  a  commoii 
origin,  and  alike  on  almost  every  other  question  in  relation  to  insu- 
rance, has  on  this  particular  branch  of  the  subject,  a  difierent  and 
contrary  rule. 

I  concur,  therefore,  in  the  opinion,  that  the  judgment  of  the  court 
below  should  be  reversed ;  and  that  there  should  be  judgment  here 
for  the  defendants. 

Martin,  J. — I  still  retain  the  opinion  I  formed  last  summer,  that, 
on  principle,  the  law  is  in  this  case  with  the  plaintiffs;  but  the  aiga- 
ment  on  the  rehearing  and  a  further  consideration  of  the  caae,  have 
convinced  me  that  the  decisions  of  the  courts  of  this  state,  and  of  tin 
Union,  support  the  plea  of  the  defendant.  I  therefore  yield  to  the 
current  of  authorities,  conscious  that  it  is  not  my  own  individoid 
opinion  of  the  right  of  the  parties,  which  I  am  to  pronounce;  bat 
that  which  I  think  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  law  of  the  land, 
evidenced  by  the  decision  of  courts. 

It  is  clear,  that  in  the  highest  tribunals  of  the  principal  statee  in  the 
Union,  and  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  the  ptea  of  the 
defendants  would  be  sustained,  and  I  agree  with  my  colleagues  ia 
the  opinion  that  it  must  prevail  here. 

Mathiws,  J. — This  case  was  before  the  court,  in  June  term, 
1826,  and  was  then  argued  and  adjudged;  but^  a  rehearing  having 
been  allowed,  on  the  application  of  the  defeniiants,  who  are  here 
appellants,  we  are  now  obliged  to  inquire  into  the  correctness  of  our 
former  judgment 

The  suit  is  brought  on  a  valued  policy  of  insurance,  in  virtue  of 
which,  the  plaintiffs  claim  to  recover  from  the  defendants  11,000 
dollars;  being  the  estimated  value  of  a  cargo  of  mules,  insured  from 
St.  Yago,  in  Mexico,  to  Havana,  in  Cuba. 

The  policy  is  drawn  up  in  the  usual  form  of  such  instruments,  con- 
taining a  printed  memorandum  which  excepts  from  average,  unless 
general,  or  amounting  to  a  certain  percentage,  several  articles  of 
commerce  therein  enumerated;  and  al^o  a  written  clause,  stating  the 
amount  or  value  of  the  cargo  insured;  the  kind  of  property  of  whidi 
it  was  to  be  composed,  and  its  situation  in  the  vessel;  and  conclude 
by  declaring  the  ^*  insurance  to  be  against  stranding  or  a  total  loss.'' 

The  evidence  of  the  case  shows,  that  in  pursuance  of  the  policy 
thus  obtained,  the  plaintiffs  put  on  board  the  vessel  designated  therein, 
seventy-four  mules,  being  the  species  of  property  which  was  to  con^ 
stitute  her  cargo,  according  to  the  written  clause  of  the  instrument; 
that  out  of  the  whole  number  of  animals  composing  the  cargo  insured, 
thirty-five  were  entirely  lost,  in  consequence  of  the  occurrence  of 
perils,  against  which  insurance  was  effected,  and  the  balance  (being 
thirty-nine)  found  to  be  much  injured,  and  lessened  in  value,  on  their 
arrival  at  the  port  of  destination.  An  abandonment  was  tendered  to, 
but  refused  by,  the  defendants,  from  whom  the  plaintifiis  claim  the 
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ratire  value  of  the  cargo,  as  for  a  totai  loss;  or  such  other  sum  as 
may  appear  to  be  due  to  them  on  the  policy.  Their  right  to  recover, 
\s  denied  in  ioto. 

The  various  groppds  of  opposition  to  the  justice  and  legality  of 
this  cljE^m,  set  forth  in  the  points  filed  by  the  defendants,  have  been 
Qzamined  by  the  court,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  judgment  heretofore 
rendered.  The  principles  therein  settled  and  established,  are  as  foU 
low  :  1st.  According  to  a  just  interpretation  of  the  written  clause  in, 
the  policy,  the  entire  cargo  of  mules  is  placed  on  the  footing  of  arti- 
cle excepted  from  partial  loss,  in  the  ordinary  memorandums  o( 
such  instrurpents :  2d.  A  constructive  or  technical  total  loss,  is 
excluded  from  such  articles :  3d.  Admitting  that  recovery  might  bo 
had  for  a  partial  loss,  the  jury  to  whom  the  cause  was  submitted,  in 
the  cour^  below,  and  who  found  a  verdict  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff, 
for  450Q  dollars,  pursued  a  legal  and  proper  course,  in  adjusting  th^ 
extent  of  loss,  by  an  estimate  made  in  reference  to  the  valuation 
^^ertained  and  fixed  by  the  policy:  4th.  If  part  of  a  cargo,  consist-: 
ing  of  separate  and  distinct  objects,  be  entirely  lost,  even  should  it  b^ 
composed  of  memorandum  articles,  the  assured  have  a  right  to 
xecpver  the  value  of  any  one  or  more,  of  the  objects  so  lost,  although 
not  amounting  to  a  loss  of  the  whole  cargo,  either  physically  or  in 
value.  See  the  opiniqn  of  the  ^urt  as  reported  in  4  N.  S.  640  ef 
seq. 

Of  the  soundness  and  legality  of  these  principles,  so  established, 
we  entertaic)  no  doubt,  except  the  last,  which  requires  to  be  again 
examined  i^nd  tested,  by  those  rules  which  ought  to  be  received  as 
Qf  binding  fprce  and  authority,  in  relation  to  contracts  of  insurance 
mi^d^  in  this  8(ate. 

We  shall  consider  the  questipii  solely  in  reference  to  principles 
which  regard  memorandum  articles,  such  as  are  excluded  fron^ 
indemnity  except  for  a  total  loss,  or  in  other  words,  from  average 
unless  general.  Considered  in  this  light,  the  counsel  for  the  defend- 
ants contended,  that  as  part  of  the  cargo,  composed  as  above  stated, 
arrived  at  the  port  of  destination,  and  was  of  some  value,  they  are 
entirely  exonerated  from  every  species  of  obligation  to  indemnify  th^ 
assured. 

The  effect  of  the  memorandum  on  articles  therein  specified  in  a 
policy  pf  insurance,  and  the  extent  of  the  obligations  which  such  a 
clause  creates,  have  frequently  been  subjects  of  discussion  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  States,  and  those  of  the  states  individually,  and 
the  doctrine  established  by  the  decisions  of  those  courts,  in  case^ 
similar  to  that  now  under  consideration,  is  relied  on  by  the  appellants 
as  decisive  of  the  present  controversy  in  their  favor.  Tney  have 
b^n  cited,  and  commented  on  in  the  written  argument,  as  well  as  at 
the  bj^r;  we  have  examined  them  attentively,  and  are  of  opinion  that 
they  fully  support  the  ground  of  defence  assumed  without  variance 
or  exceptiop.  Vide  7  Cranch,  415;  8  Ibid.  39;  1  Wheaton,  219;  1 
Caines,  296;  3  Ibid,  198;  6  Mass.  465;  7  Johnson,  527. 
Vol.  UL— 55 
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As  the  doctrine  contended  for  by  the  defendants  appears  to  be 
firmly  settled  by  the  uniform  tenor  of  the  decisions  in  these  cases, 
and  has  thus  become  a  part  of  the  lex  mercatoria  of  the  United 
States,  our  attention  is  directed  to  the  case  of  Barry  v.  The  Louis- 
iana Insurance  Company,  adjudged  by  this  court,  as  reported  in  12 
Martin^  beginning  at  page  493,  wherein  it  was  declared  unequivo- 
cally, <<  that  the  contract  of  assurance  is  understood  here  as  it  is  in  the 
other  maritime  cities  of  the  United  States." 

From  the  reasoning  of  the  opinion  in  that  case,  it  is  readily  per- 
ceived that  the  court  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  any  positive 
and  express  provision  in  our  laws  on  the  subject,  rightfully  assumed 
the  privilege  of  declaring  the  rules  which  prevail  in  the  other  states 
of  the  Union,  in  relation  to  the  contract  of  insurance,  to  be  applicable 
to  such  contracts  when  made  in  this  state,  as  the  adoption  of  such  as 
might  be  ditferent  and  repugnant,  would  cause  great  inconvenience 
to  merchants  throughout  our  confederation,  arising  from  various  and 
conflicting  laws,  existing  within  the  same  federative  government  on 
the  subject  of  commerce. 

After  such  a  public  and  solemn  declaration  of  the  law  of  this  state, 
in  relation  to  commerce,  it  must  be  believed  that  all  contracts  of  in- 
surance are  made  and  entered  into,  in  reference  to  it  (thus  declared), 
as  the  exclusive  rule  of  interpretation,  whenever  contests  or  legal  con- 
troversies may  arise  as  to  their  true  meaning  and  efliect. 

This  view  of  the  subject  alone  would,  perhaps,  be  sufficient  to  show 
the  error  of  our  former  judgment.  But  the  counsel  for  the  appellees 
strenuously  contend,  that  as  the  clause  of  the  policy,  now  under  ex- 
amination, differs  essentially  from  the  stipulations  contained  in  those 
on  which  the  decisions  referred  to  are  based,  it  should  receive  a 
different  construction  and  interpretation.  We  have  already  stated 
our  entire  satisfaction  with  that  part  of  the  former  judgment,  and 
firm  belief  in  its  truth  and  soundness,  which  places  the  whole  cargo 
of  mules  on  the  fooling  of  memorandum  articles.  If  this  interpreta- 
tion of  the  clause  in  question  be  correct,  it  refutes  completely  the  ob- 
jections made  to  the  applicability  of  the  cases  cited  from  American 
reports,  and  the  conclusiveness  of  the  decisions  therein  found,  in  favor 
of  the  pretensions  of  the  defendants;  and  surely  it  cannot  be  seriously 
asserted,  that  any  difference  exists  between  the  legal  import  and 
meaning  of  an  exception  in  the  policy  of  insurance,  by  which  the  in- 
surers are  made  responsible  for  a  total  loss  only,  and  one  which  limits 
their  liability  to  indemnify  for  general  average  alone.  See  Phillips 
on  Insurance,  489. 

Thus  far  the  court  is  unanimous  in  the  reasoning  against  the  cor- 
rectness of  our  former  judgment. 

But  supposing  the  doctrine,  as  we  Iiave  assumed  it  to  be,  that 
which  the  courts  of  justice  of  the  United  States,  both  federal  and 
state,  have  recognised  and  established  for  the  government  of  cases 
similar  to  the  present;  it  is  contended,  on  the  part  of  the  plaintifis, 
that  it  is  Unjust  in  itself,  and  heterodox  in  deviating  from  equitable 
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Erinciples^  as  ascertained  and  established  by  the  decisions  of  the 
ighest  tribunals  in  England,  from  which  the  rules  adopted  in  Ame- 
rica have  been  extracted  and  received  as  binding,  in  consequence  of 
their  consistency  with  reason,  equity  and  justice. 

I  have  examined  the  cases  cited,  and  relied  on  by  the  appellees, 
and  find  only  one,  which  fully  supports  the  doctrine  for  which  they 
contend;  that  of  Davy  v,  Melford,  reported  in  15  East,  559. 

It  is  true,  that  C.  J.  Gibbs,  in  the  course  of  his  observations,  on  the 
trial  of  the  case  of  Headberg  v.  Pearson,  seems  to  have  held  as  true, 
the  doctrine  established  in  the  case  of  Davy  v.  Melford;  but  these 
observations  were  mere  obiter  dicta.  See  Phill.  on  Insurance,  488. 
From  the  decisions  in  these  cases,  Benecke,  in  his  treatise  on  Marine 
Insurance,  lays  it  down  as  a  rule  settled  in  England,  that  if  part  of 
the  goods  insured,  be  wholly  lost,  and  another  part  saved,  that  which 
is  wholly  lost,  is  considered  as  a  total  loss  on  the  underwriters.  See 
his  book,  p.  376. 

The  decision  on  which  this  rule  appears  to  be  mainly  based,  has 
been  strictly  examined  by  one  of  the  advocates  for  the  defendants; 
and  I  think  his  animadversions  thereon,  are  made  with  considerable 
accuracy  and  justness,  both  in  relation  to  grammatical  and  legal 
interpretation. 

But  whatever  may  be  the  rule  in  England,  with  regard  to  dividing 
a  cargo,  composed  of  separate  and  distinct  objects,  for  the  purpose  of 
enlarging  the  stipulation  in  a  contract  of  insurance,  which  limits  the 
responsibility  of  insurers  to  a  total  loss  only,  it  is  believed  that  none 
such  exist  in  the  United  States,  or  in  this  state.  The  clear,  evident, 
and  ordinary  meaning  of  the  written  clause  in  the  policy,  on  which 
the  present  suit  is  founded,  according  to  just  grammatical  and  legal 
construction,  limits  the  liability  of  the  defendants  to  indemnify,  for 
such  loss  only,  as  amounts  to  an  entire  physical  destruction  of  the 
whole  cargo,  or  perhaps  a  total  loss  as  to  the  value;  neither  of  which 
has  occurred,  as  shown  by  the  testimony  of  the  cause.  No  injustice 
takes  place — no  violence  is  done  to  the  principle  of  equity  and  natural 
right,  by  interpreting  contracts  according  to  the  legal  and  ordinary 
import  and  meaning  of  the  words  used  in  making  them,  as  arranged 
in  grammatical  construction — such  meaning,  as  every  person  ac- 
quainted with  the  structure  of  language,  would  attach  to  them.  If 
the  plaintiffs  mistook  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  indemnity,  which 
the  defendants  obliged  themselves  to  make  in  pursuance  of  their 
.contract  of  assurance,  and  have,  thereby,  suffered  loss;  the  fault  is 
their  own — it  is  damnum  absque  injuria,  for  which  remuneration 
cannot  be  rightfully  claimed. 

Morse  and  GrymeSj  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Workman  and  Eustis,  for  the  defendants. 
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Dicks  et  al  v.  O'Connor.    Y,  N.  S.  547. 

Suit  may  be  brooght  without  the  privity  and  in  the  name  of  the  party  who  trandened  it, 
for  the  QM  of  the  transferee. 

THIRD  District 

Martht,  J.y  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

The  plaintiffs,  who  sue  to  the  use  of  Pope,  demand,  as  endorsee  of 
ColU  the  amount  of  the  defendant's  promissory  note. 

The  defendant  denied  the  plaintiffs'  right  of  action  on  said  note,  as 
they  had  not  any  interest  in  it;  having  given  it  to  Pope,  in  payment 
of  a  house,  and  alleges  she  entrusted  Colt  with  her  signatures  on 
three  distinct  pieces  of  paper,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  money 
thereby^,  for  her  use — that  he  made  the  note  sued  upon  with  defend- 
lint's'Signature,  on  one  of  these  pieces  of  paper,,  and  employed  it  to 
pay  a  debt  of  his,  in  place  of  the  defendant's — a  circumstance  well 
known  to  Pope  before  he  had  traded  for  said  note.  The  general 
issue  was  pleaded,  and  the  answer  concludes,  the  suit  b  brought 
without  the  knowledge,  privity  or  consent,  of  Dicks  et  al. 

N.  Dick  deposed,  he  gave  the  note  sued  on,  to  Pope,  in  payment 
bf  a  neffro  woman;  that  the  present  suit  was  brought  without  his 
knowledge  or  consent,  but  has  his  full  approbation. 

There  was  judgment  against  the  defendant,  and  she  appealed. 

The  appellant's  counsel  has  contended,  that  no  suit  can  be  main- 
tained in  this  state  to  the  use  of  another,  because  there  exists  no 
necessity  or  use  for  this  mode  of  proceeding.  We  think,  in  the 
present  case,  there  was  a  necessity  and  use  for  bringing  this  action. 

The  nominal  plaintiffs  having  obtained  this  note  before  its  maturity, 
and  passed  it  by  delivery  to  Pope;  had  the  latter  brought  suit  as  the 
immediate  endorsee  of  Colt,  he  could  not  have  refused  any  equitable 
defence  which  could  have  been  objected  to  Colt  Had  he  taken  the 
endorsement  of  the  nominal  plaintiffs,  the  difficulty  would  have  been 
the  same.  The  nominal  plamtiffs  having,  at  the  time  of  the  transfer, 
a  fair,  and  absolute  right  to  demand  payment  from  the  defendant 
This  right  was  the  fair  object  of  the  contract  between  them  and  the 
real  plaintiff;  and  this  right  could  only  be  properly  transferred,  and 
enforced,  by  the  delivery  of  the  note  unendorsed  by  the  nominal 
plaint ifis,  with  leave  to  exert  it,  in  their  name,  in  its  plenitude  at  the 
time  of  the  transfer.  In  doing  so,  the  nominal  plaintiff  did  no  injury 
to  the  defendant;  for  she  (the  defendant)  was  not,  by  the  transfer,  put 
in  a  worse  condition  than  she  had  placed  herself  and  remained  in. 
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If  the  nominal  plaintiffs  had  an  absolute  right  to  compel  payment,  it 
is  immaterial  whether  it  is  exerted  in  their  own  right  and  for  their 
own  use,  or  in  their  own  right  for  the  use  of  their  transferree. 

On  the  merits,  we  think  the  case  is  with  the  plaintiff,  although  it 
be  granted  that  Colt  abused  the  defendant's  confidence,  and  defrauded 
her.  She  trusted  in  him,  and  must  bear  the  consequences  of  her 
indiscretion;  and  cannot  throw  them  on  those  whom  she  enabled  Colt 
to  deceive.  She  admits  her  signature  was  put  on  a  blank  piece  of 
paper,  with  the  intention  that  Colt,  to  whom  she  delivered  it,  should 
write  on  it  a  promissory  note,  on  which  he  might  raise  money,  for 
her  own  use.  He  wrote  the  note,  and  raised  the  money ;  but  applied 
it  to  his  own  Use.    Now,  the  rule  is,  he  who  trusts,  must  lose. 

The  nominal  plaintiffs,  who  bought  the  note  fairly,  at  a  time  not 
suspicious,  ought  not  to  lose.  Their  right,  in  its  plentitude,  was  pur- 
chased by  the  real  plaintiff.  He  used  it,  as  it  stood  before  the  sale.  . 
The  names  of  two  plaintiffs  are  on  the  record.  If  the  defendant  has 
a  compensation  to  oppose  to  either,  she  may  do  so  with  success;  pro- 
vided, that  opposed  to  the  nominal  plaintiffs  be  anterior  to  her  know- 
ledge of  the  transfer.  If  the  nominal  plaintiffs,  at  the  time  they  re- 
ceived the  note  from  Colt,  were  bound  to  allow  any  equitable  defence 
they  are  still  plaintiffs,  and  it  will  avail  against  them  and  the  real 
plaintiff.  If,  while  the  note  was  in  their  hands,  the  defendant  ac- 
quired any  right  which  she  might  oppose  to  them,  that  right  is  un 
affected  by  their  transfer  of  the  note. 

If  the  real  plaintiff  has,  by  any  act  of  his  own,  since  the  transfer, 
afforded  any  right  to  the  defendant,  by  receiving  payment,  wholly 
or  partially,  or  was  before,  or  became^since  indebted  to  the  defendant, 
the  plea  of  payment,  or  compensation,  must  avail. 

The  right  to  be  examined  in  this  cause,  is  that  of  the  nominal  plain- 
tiffs, such  as  it  was  at  the  moment  they  passed  the  note  to  the  real. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

fVoodroof,  for  the  plaintiffs. 

fVatis  and  Lobdell,  for  the  defendant 
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Millandon  v.  Percy  et  al.    V,  N.  S.  551. 

Ad  Inventory  it  to  precede  the  ptrtitJoo  of  every  estate. 

But  it  may  be  made  after  the  partition  it  ordered. 

The  report  of  the  experts  on  the  expediency  ofaelltnf,  it  not  oonclaaive. 

FIRST  District. 

PoRTCRy  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  plaintiff  states,  that  he  is  joint  owner  with  defendant,  of  a 
sugar  plantation,  situated  in  the  parish  of  Jefferson;  that  he  does  not 
wish  to  remain  so  any  longer,  and  that  the  property  cannot  be  con- 
veniently divided.  He,  therefore,  prays  that  his  part  of  the  property 
may  be  sold  for  cash,  and  the  defendant's  on  such  terms  and  condi- 
tions as  he  may  think  proper. 

The  defendant  admits  he  is  owner  of  an  undivided  fourteenth  part 
6f  the  plantation,  and  negroes  described  in  the  plaintiff's  petition;  bat 
denies  that  the  plaintiff  is  owner  of  the  other  thirteen  fourteenths. 

He  also  states,  that  the  plaintiff  cannot  have  a  partition,  becanse 
he  is  illegally  in  possession  of  the  property,  and  has  refiised  to  render 
an  account  of  the  profits;  and  that  it  would  be  contrary  to  justice  and 
the  interest  of  the  defendant  to  have  the  property  sold  in  one  lot 

After  the  cause  had  been  at  issue  for  some  time  on  these  allegatioiis, 
Martin  intervened,  and  stated,  that  he  was  interested  in  the  cause, 
beine  part  owner  for  a  twenty-eighth  undivided  part  of  the  plantaf ion; 
ind  that  his  claim  being  contested,  he  had  commenced  suit  against 
the  plaintiff  to  have  his  right  settled.  He,  therefore,  prayed,  that 
the  court  would  not  order  a  sale  of  the  property  until  hisdaim  should 
be  decided. 

The  court  decreed  the  plantation  and  slaves  to  be  sold  together, 
the  plaintiff's  proportion  to  be  sold  for  cash,  and  the  defendant's  and 
the  intervening  party's,  at  such  terms  of  credit  as  they  might  think  fit 

The  defendant  and  the  interpleader  both  appealed. 

A  consent  appears  on  record*  signed  bv  the  counsel  for  the  plain- 
tiff  and  defendant,  that  three  experts  should  be  appointed  to  ascertain 
whether  it  be  more  advantageous  to  sell  the  plantation  in  one  lot, 
than  to  sell  the  slaves  each  separately,  and  the  plantation  also  sepa- 
rately from  the  slaves. 

These  experts  reported,  that  it  would  be  more  advantageous  to 
sell  them  together. 

The  first  question  for  our  decision,  is  presented  on  a  bill  of  excep- 
tions. The  defendant,  before  the  cause  was  opened,  moved  that  an 
inventory  might  be  made  of  the  property  hekl  in  common,  between 
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)iim  and  the  plain tifT,  according  to  the  1247th  article  of  the  Civil 
Code. 

That  article  is  in  the  following  words : — "  Every  judicial  partition 
shall  be  preceded  by  an  inventory,  in  which  the  effects  to  be  divided, 
shall  be  appraised,  according  to  the  form  prescribed  for  public  uiven- 
tories/' 

It  has  been  contended,  that  as  this  provision  has  been  found  under 
the  head  of  successions,  it  does  not  apply  to  a  case,  such  as  that 
before  as. 

There  would  be  a  great  deal  of  weight  in  this  argument,  if  the 
1304th  article,  contained  in  the  same  section  of  the  Code  with  that 
already  cited,  did  not  declare,  that  <<  all  the  rules  established  m  the 
present  sectionjWiih  the  exception  of  that  which  relates  to  collalions, 
are  applicable  to  partitioners  between  co-proprietors  of  the  same 
thing,  when  among  the  co-proprietors,  any  are  absent,  minors,  or 
interdicted,  or  when  the  co-proprietors,  of  age  and  present,  cannot 
agree  on  the  partition,  and  the  manner  of  making  it." 

We  do  not  see  how  this  direction  can  be  dispensed  with,  and  of 
that  opinion  was  the  judge  below;  for  though  he  refused  to  continue 
the  cause  until  an  inventory  could  be  made,  he  ordered,  that  it  should 
be  taken  before  the  property  was  sold.  So  that,  the  only  question 
before  us  is,  as  to  the  time,  and  we  think  the  judge  was  right  to  hear 
and  decide  on  the  propriety  of  making  a  partition,  and  the  manner 
in  which  it  should  be  made,  before  he  directed  an  inventory  to  be 
taken.  It  was  sufficient,  if  done  at  any  time  before  the  sale,  pro- 
vided a  sufficient  period  was  allowed  to  enable  the  parties  to  have 
the  errors  in  it  corrected.  The  only  objection,  we  think,  which  the 
defendant  can  make  to  the  judgment  on  this  head,  is,  that  it  does  not, 
by  prescribing  a  certain  time  for  the  inventory,  and  for  the  sale,  show 
that  there  was  a  sufficient  interval  between  them  to  enable  the  party 
aggrieved  to  have  redress.  But  the  opinion  we  have  formeid  on 
another  part  of  the  case,  renders  it  unnecessary  to  decide  this  point. 

It  has  been  already  stated,  that  experts  were  appointed,  to  report 
whether  it  would  be  advantageous  to  sell  the  property  in  mass,  and 
that  they  gave  their  opinion  in  the  affirmative.  When  the  case  was 
on  trial,  the  defendant  offered  evidence  to  show  that  the  opinion  of 
the  experts  was  erroneous.  This  evidence,  the  judge  refused,  and 
the  appellant  excepted. 

This  proceeding,  of  appointing  experts^  to  report  their  opinion  on 
the  main  question  in  the  cause,  is  quite  novel  to  us.  We  should  have 
thought  tliat,  when  the  parties  put  their  case  to  the  court  on  the 
pleadings,  it  was  for  it  to  decide,  after  hearing  the  evidence,  whether 
tlie  partition  was  to  be  made,  and  how  it  was  to  be  made — in  kind,  or 
by  a  sale.  However,  as  the  parties  chose  to  have  their  opinion,  we 
need  not  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  the  course  pursued. — The  only 
question  we  are  called  on  to  decide,  is,  the  effect  of  the  report.  By 
the  one  party,  it  is  contended  to  be  conclusive;  by  the  other,  that 
nothing  more  was  contemplated  than  to  have  the  assistance  of  the 
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experts,  and  the  information  they  might  afford,  by  the  knowledge  they 
were  presumed  to  possess  on  the  subject. 

The  latter  is  the  only  purpose  for  which  the  law  intends  they 
should  be  appointed;  and  it  is  expressly  declared,  that  the  court  is 
not  bound  to  follow  the  opinion  of  the  experts,  in  the  decision  of  a 
case.    Code  of  Practice,  art.  452,  and  458. 

But  the  appellee  contends  tliat  the  appellant  cannot  have  the 
benefit  of  this  rule,  becase  he  suffered  the  report  to  be  confirmed 
without  opposition.  None  was  filed  in  writing,  as  it  is  required  by 
law,  it  should  be.    Code  of  Practice,  457. 

The  law  certainly  supports  the  appellee  in  this  objection;  but  then, 
if  he  insists  on  this  severe  practice,  it  is  proper  he  should  be  bound 
by  the  same  rules  himself,  and  the  article  of  the  Code  of  Practice  just 
preceding  that  quoted  by  him  against  the  appellant,  requires  that  the 
party  wishing  to  aVail  himself  of  the  report  of  experts,  &a  must  call 
on  the  adverse  party,  to  show  cause  in  ten  days,  why  the  same  should 
not  be  homologated. 

The  record  shows  here,  that  the  defendant  was  called  to  answer  it 
in  five  days;  and  certainly  he  was  not,  and  can  not  be  considered  in 
default  for  not  answering  this  notice.  Nor  is  the  matter  cured  by  the 
case  being  afterwards  continued.  We  cannot,  from  that  circum- 
stance, imply  a  waiver  of  the  irregularity.  If  we  did,  we  should  also 
be  obliged  to  extend  to  the  appellant,  the  benefit  of  the  same  presump- 
tion, and  hold  that  the  ^<  calling  the  cause  for  hearing,"  was  a  waiver 
on  the  psurt  of  the  appellee,  that  the  opposition  should  be  made  in 
writing. 

As  the  plaintiff,  therefore,  committed  the  first  fault,  he  must  take 
the  consequences  of  it,  and  as  the  report  should  not  have  been  con- 
firmed, nor  the  testimony  offered  by  the  defendant  in  opposition  to  it, 
rejected,  the  case  must  be  remanded. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  it  is  fur-* 
ther  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  this  case  be  remanded,  to  be 
proceeded  in  according  to  law;  the  appellee  paying  the  costs  of  this 
appeal. 

Seghers  and  Grymesy  for  the  plaintiff. 

Denis y  for  the  defendants. 
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Fox  V.  Adams.     V,  N.  S.  558. 

A  ptrtjr  IB  liable  pertODalljr,  thoagh  credit  was  refased  him,  and  the  promiae  of  a  third 

waa  required. 

FOURTH  District 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

The  defendant,  sued  for  the  hire  of  certain  negroes  of  the  plaintiff, 

E leaded  the  general  issue;  but  admitted  he  had  the  plaintiff's  negroes, 
ut  they  were  hired  for  the  account  of  W.  Kenner  and  Co. — that  the 
plaintiff  refused  to  hire  them  to  the  defendant.  There  was  judgment 
against  him,  and  he  appealed. 

The  record  shows  that  at  the  trial  the  defendant  did  admit  that  the 
pIsLintiff's  negroes,  mentioned  in  the  petition,  worked  on  his,  the 
defendant's  plantation,  during  the  period  stated  in  the  petition. 

Barney  deposed  he  several  times  heard  the  defendant  say  he  was 
to  pay  the  plaintiff  1200  dollars,  for  the  hire  of  his  negroes,  for  the 
year  1825. 

A  letter  of  the  defendant's,  to  the  plaintiff,  bearing  date,  Jan.  21, 
1825,  was  produced.  The  defendant  thereby  promised  to  pay  the 
plaintiff  for  his  negroes  the  same  price  as  the  preceding  year,  or  that 
if  he,  the  plaintiff,  would  write  to  Clagde  or  Minor  what  they  would 
give,  and  he  would  give  as  much  as  either  of  them. 

Erwin,  a  witness  for  the  defendant,  deposed  to  a  conversation 
between  the  parties,  in  which  the  plaintiff  refiised  to  have  any  thing 
to  do  with  the  defendant,  to  trust  him  for  a  cent;  but  declared  his 
readiness  to  give  the  negroes,  if  Kenner  &  Co.  would  assume  th^ 
payment  of  the  hire.  The  witness  understood  from  the  latter  gentle- 
men they  had  assumed  the  payment 

On  these  facts  we  think  the  judgment  was  correctly  rendered  for 
the  plaintiff.  The  defendant's  written  promise,  corroborated  by  his 
positive  declaration,  if  they  do  not  outweigh  Erwin's  testimony,  cer- 
tainly show  that  the  parties  understood  that  the  interference  of  Ken- 
ner &  Co.,  in  the  contract,  was  required  as  a  security,  of  the  defendant, 
who  was,  notwithstanding  it,  personally  liable. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

DavezaCj  for  the  plaintiff. 

Morse,  for  the  defendant. 
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Flood  V.  Thomas.    V,  N.  S.  560. 


A  witoeM  it  not  to  be  entirely  believed  if  it  be  shown  that  the  frets  reUted  took  plsoeon 

a  different  day  from  that  which  he  stated. 
A  debt  due  by  another,  is  a  snfficient  consideration  to  support  the  promise  of  a  third 

party  to  pay  it 

FIRST  District. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  defendant  is  sued  on  bis  promise  to  pay  678  dollars  and  71 
cents,  due  the  plaintiff  by  Lee.  He  pleaded  the  general  issue,  and 
the  want  of  consideration  in  the  alleged  promise;  judgment  was  given 
for  him;  and  the  plaintiff  appealed. 

The  record  shows  that  Sprigg  deposed,  that  to  his  knowledge,  the 

account  annexed  to  the  petition  is  justly  due — that  Lee  acknowledged 

it,  and  requested  the  defendant  to  pay  it;  and  he  promised  so  to  do, 

« according  to  the  memorandum  then  written  by  the  witness  on  the 

back  of  the  account. 

This  memorandum  states,  the  defendant  on  the  dOth  of  May,  1825, 
promised  to  pay  the  account,  viz:  150  dollars  before  he  left  the  city 
for  Alvarado,  and  the  balance  on  his  return. 

Lee  admitted  the  debt,  due  by  him,  to  be  about  SCk)  dollars,  or 
upwards;  but  deposed  he  neither  recollected  nor  believed  the  account 
was  presented  him  by  Sprigg;  that  the  defendant  paid  150  dollars  o{ 
it  early  in  March,  1825. 

It  was  admitted  the  defendant  left  New  Orleans  for  Alvarado,  on 
the  1st  of  April,  1825,  and  did  not  return  till  February,  1826. 

The  defendant's  promise  is  proved  by  Sprigg,  and  not  denied  by 
Lee.  It  is  true,  it  is  admitted  that  on  the  day  on  which  the  promise 
is  stated  to  have  been  made,  the  defendant  was  not  in  the  state.  But 
the  alibi  proves  only  that  there  is  an  error  in  the  time  stated,  which 
may  well  happen.  Leo  proves  the  payment  made  by  the  defendant 
before  he  set  off  for  Alvarado,  according  to  the  promise  stated  by 
Sprigg;  this  payment  in  its  amount,  and  the  time  of  its  being  made, 
corresponds  with  Sprigg's  statement.  It  is  admitted  it  took  place 
early  in  May,  1825,  and  the  defendant  went  away  on  April  1,  1825; 
this  was  a  payment  before  the  defendant  went  to  Alvarado. 

Sprigg  is  a  witness  absolutelj^  uninterested.    A  recovery  on  the 
'  present  suit  will  render  Lee  liable  to  the  action  of  the  defendant. 
Lee  informs  us  he  has  failed. 

An  error  in  a  date  does  not  necessarily  deprive  the  deposition  of  a 
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witness  of  credit.  It  does  not  avoid  a  notarial  act  8  Touliier,  140* 
No.  83. 

Lee  deposes  he  neither  recollects  nor  believes  the  account  was 
presented  by  Sprigg  to  him.  Let  us  give  credit  to  this  assertion,  and 
it  docs  not  contradict  the  direct  assertion  of  Sprigg.  Lee  may  well 
have  forgotten  this  circumstance,  and  having  forgotten  it,  honestly 
swore  he  does  not  believe  it  exists. 

Notwithstanding  our  rehictance  to  disregard  the  conclusion  of  in- 
ferior judges  on  matters  of  fact,  we  think,  in  the  present  case,  the  error 
is  too  evident  not  to  be  corrected. 

The  question  of  law  raised  on  the  want  of  consideration  in  the 
promise,  must  be  determined  in  favor  of  the  defendant.  The  debt 
of  another  is  a  sufficient  consideration  to  support  a  contract  of  surety 
or  a  promise  to  pay  it.     Novis.  Recop.  10. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  avoided,  reversed  and  annulled,  and  that  there 
be  judgment  for  the  plaintiff  for  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  dollars  and  seventy-one  cents,  with  costs  ia  both  courts. 

Henneriy  for  the  plaintiff. 

GrymeSj  for  the  defendant. 


Mellon  t^.  Louisiana  State  Insurance  Company* 
V,  N.  S.  563. 

In  case  of  a  total  loss,  the  assured  must  abandon  within  a  reasonable  time. 
And  whether  the  abandonment  was  made  within  a  reasonable  time,  is  a  proper  question 
to  be  submitted  to  the  jury. 

FIRST  District. 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  is  an  action  on  a  policy  of  insurance,  in  which  the  plaintiff 
alleges  a  loss  of  the  merchandise  insured,  and  abandonment  made  to 
the  owners;  and  claims  indemnity  as  for  a  total  loss.  The  case  was 
submitted  to  a  jury  in  the  court  below,  and  comes  up  on  a  bill  of  ex- " 
ceptions  taken  by  the  counsel  for  the  defendants,  (who  are  here  ap- 
pellants,) to  a  charge  of  the  judge  a  quOy  to  the  jury  in  the  course  of 
the  trial.    This  charge,  as  it  appears  in  the  record,  was  expressed  in 
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the  following  terms: — *^  Tlie  judge  charged  the  jury,  that  even  if  the 
jury  was  of  opinion,  there  was  noabandonment  in  August,  1825;  yet 
if  the  jury  were  satisfied  that  no  damage  had  occurred  by  the  failure 
of  the  assured  to  abandon,  within  a  reasonable  time,  such  delay  did 
not  impair  in  any  manner  the  rights  of  the  assured."  The  counsel  for 
the  defendants  objected  to  said  charge,  and  prayed  thecomrt  to  chai^ 
the  jury,  that  the  abandonment,  in  all  cases  wherein  any  part  of  the 
thing  insured  is  saved,  or  any  rights  or  claims  exist  in  relation  to  the 
property,  must  be  made  within  a  reasonable  time.  The  judge  re- 
fused to  charge  the  jury,  as  requested,  &c. 

We  are  of  opinion,  that  this  charge  is  erroneous.  In  cases  of  insu- 
rance, where  a  part  of  the  property  insured  is  saved,  but  the  loss  on 
the  whole  is  so  considerable  as  to  authorise  the  owners  to  treat  it  as 
total;  such  totality  of  loss,  and  consequent  right  in  favor  of  the  as- 
sured to  recover  full  indemnity,  can  be  effected  only  by  abandonment 
on  their  part  of  all  rights  and  claims  to  the  underwriters,  of  any  por- 
tion which  may  be  saved.  In  the  present  case,  the  evidence  shows 
that  the  goods  insured  were  sold  in  Savannah,  a  port  which  the  ves- 
sel was  forced,  by  stress  of  weather,  to  put  into;  and  was  there  found 
to  be  incapable  of  prosecuting  her  intended  voyage,  and  no  other 
conveyance  being  found  for  them  to  their  place  of  destination,  the 
commercial  adventure  of  the  assured  was  entirely  frustrated,  and 
perhaps,  he  had  a  right  to  abandon  to  the  defendants,  and  claim  in- 
denmity  as  for  a  total  loss;  but  without  abandonment,  which  was  ne- 
cessary to  vest  rights  in  the  insurers,  such  claim  cannot  be  justified; 
for  it  would  be  most  clearly  unjust  to  suffer  him  to  retain  his  right  to 
the  property  insured,  or  its  proceeds — and,  at  the  same  time,  to  re- 
cover its  value  from  the  underwriters.  Assuming  it  as  true,  that  the 
plaintiff  was  bound  to  abandon  before  he  could  legally  claim  in- 
denmity  from  the  defendants,  as  for  a  total  loss,  (and  that  such  a 
measure  was  necessary  to  enable  him  to  recover  to  the  extent  claimed 
in  his  petition,  seems  to  be  admitted,  by  an  abandonment  tendered 
sometime  after  information  was  received  of  the  disaster  which  oc- 
curred to  the  vessel  and  cargo) — a  question  then  arises  as  to  the  rea- 
sonableness of  the  time  in  which  said  abandonment  was  made;  whidi 
might  have  been  left  to  the  jury  under  a  proper  charge  from  the 
judge  as  to  the  law  on  the  subject.  Delays,  in  giving  notice  of  aban- 
donment, which  may  be  tolerated,  must  depend  much  on  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  the  cases  in  which  they  occur;  but  surely  this  notice 
ought  to  be  given  in  a  reasonable  time  in  all  cases  wherein  an  aban- 
donment is  required.  The  judge  a  quo,  therefore,  erred  in  refusing 
to  charge  (he  jury,  as  requested  by  the  counsel  for  the  defendants. 
See  Park  on  Insurance,  383  and  442;  also  Benecke,  336  and 
420.  As  the  charge  which  he  gave  may  have  influenced  the  jury  in 
returning  a  verdict  against  the  defendants  for  a  total  loss;  and  as  that 
charge,  in  our  opinion,  is  not  in  strict  conformity  with  law:  it  is  or- 
dered, adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment  of  the  court  below 
be  avoided,  reversed  and  annulled;  and  it  is  further  ordered,  &a  that 
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the  cause  be  remanded  to  said  court  to  be  tried  de  novo^  the  appellee 
to  pay  the  costs  of  this  appeal. 

fraiis  and  Lobdelt,  for  the  plaintiff. 

EtisiiSy  for  the  defendants. 


Jewell  V.  Andrews.     V,  N.  S.  566. 

If  there  be  n  reeonventioe,  and  the  ram  ■•  demanded  added  to  that  olaimed  by  the  plaio- 
tifia,  makes  an  agfregaie  of  more  than  300  doOara,  thk  cireunutance  will  not  aothoiiae 
an  appeal. 

OPPOSITION  on  an  application  for  a  mandamus. 

PoRTEE,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

In  this  case  the  plaintiff  has  prayed  a  mandamus  might  be  direct- 
ed to  the  judge  of  the  first  district^  to  compel  him  to  grant  an  appeal 
from  a  final  judgment,  rendered  in  his  court. 

The  ground  of  this  application  is,  that  though  the  demand  does 
not  exceed  300  dollars,  nor  that  of  the  defendant  in  reconvention^ 
amount  to  that  sum,  yet,  the  two  taken  together  do,  and  that  so 
considered  the  case  ia  one,  of  which  the  court  can  take  cognisance. 

The  plaintiff  has  relied  on  authorities  from  Toullier  and  Sirey. 
But  they  cannot  aid  us  much  in  construing  our  constitution.  This 
point  has  already  been  expressly  decided  by  this  court,  and  we  have 
discx)vered  nothing  in  the  books  referred  to,  to  induce  us  to  change 
our  opinion.  2  N.  S.  314;  7  Toullier,  No.  418;  Code  annoie  par 
^Vey,  453. 

Let  the  rule  be,  therefore,  discharged. 


Vol,  III.— 56 
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The  United  States  v.  Baulos's  Executor.     V,  N.  S.  567. 

Tbe  United  SUtat  haj^  no  priTilefad  claim  on  the  property  of  a  firm  of  whidi  tlieir 
debCor  ii  a  membw,  till  the  debta  of  the  firm  be  paid. 

COURT  of  Probates  of  New  Orleans. 

Maths W8,  J.  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

In  this  case,  tbe  attorney  for  the  United  States  claims  a  privilege 
and  preference  in  their  favor,  over  other  creditors  of  the  testator,  as 
created  by  an  act  of  Congress,  relative  to  debts  due  to  the  United  States 
in  cases  of  insolvency.  See  Itiger.  Dig.  p.  559,  ei  seq.  That  they  are 
entitled  to  such  privilege  and  preference  in  ordinary  cases,  cannot  be 
doubted:  but  the  present  is  not  one  of  that  nature.  The  facts  of  it,  ne- 
cessary to  be  noticed,  show  that  Baulos,  the  testator, became  die  debtor 
of  the  United  States  for  the  debt  now  claimed,  some  years  since;  that  be 
failed,  or  was  insolvent;  and  that  he  afterwards  entered  into  partner- 
ship with  one  Cavaroc,  by  which  they  acquired  some  property;  but  the 
portion  falling  to  the  fdiare  of  the  deceased,  does  not  amount  to  more 
than  will  be  sufficient  to  pay  his  part  of  the  partnership  debts. 

The  court  of  probates  accorded  a  preference  to  the  creditors  of  the 
partnership,  over  the  claim  of  the  United  States,  from  which  their 
attorney  took  the  present  appeal. 

According  to  the  principles  assumed  in  the  decision  in  the  case  of 
Purdy  &  Co.  v.  Hood  &  Co.  ei  aL,  the  judgment  of  the  court  below 
is  clearly  correct  The  property  acquired  by  the  partoership  of 
Baulos  &  Cavaroc,  does  not  belong  to  either  of  the  partners  sepa- 
rately; but  remains  a  common  stock,  and  pledged  for  the  payment  of 
the  debts  of  the  firm,  in  preference  to  any  claims  against  the  parties 
individually. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  court  of  probates  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

MoreaUj  for  the  appellee. 

Smith,  for  the  appellant. 
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Saul  t^.  His  Creditors.     V,  N.  S.  569. 

Sabaeqnent  ■tatntes  do  not  repeal  previous  ones  bj  containing  different  provisions.  They 

nmst  be  contrary. 
The  jorisprodenoe  of  Spain  makes  a  part  of  the  law  of  Looisiana. 
The  mles  in  rektion  to  real  and  personal  statutes,  apply  also  to  unwritten  laws  or 

cnstoms. 
Where  the  personal  statute  of  the  domicil  is  in  opposition  to  a  real  statute  of  situatbn, 

the  real  statute  will  prevaiL 
Contracts  are  governed  by  the  laws  of  the  country  where  they  are  made,  but  they  cannot 

be  enforced  to  the  injury  of  a  state  whose  aid  is  required  to  carry  them  into. effect 
Nor  where  they  are  in  opposition  to  the  positive  laws  of  that  state. 
In  the  conflict  of  laws,  where  it  is  doubtful  which  should  prevail,,  the  court  that  decides 

should  prefer  the  law  of  its  own  country  to  that  of  the  sti'anger. 
Personal  statutes  of  the  country  where  a  contract  is  sought  to  be  enforced,  may  some- 
times control  the  personal  statutes  of  the  country  where  the  contract  was  made. 
The  law  relating  to  acquests  and  gains  made  during  marriage,  is  a  real,  not  a  personal 

statute,  and  govern  marriages  made  in  other  countries,  where  the  parties  reside  in  this, 

as  to  all  property  acquired  after  their  removal. 
But  they  yield  to  an  exjn-eas  agreement  made  on  entering  into  marriage  in  another 

country. 
The  contract  of  pledge  of  incorporeal  things  will  not  give  a  preference  unless  evidenced 
•   by  an  authentic  act,  Xit  one  $ou$  iring  prto6,  duly  recorded,  at  a  time  not  suspicious. 
And  this  contract  sous  tetng  privi^  though  made  long  before  insolvency,  cannot  be 

recorded,  at  a  time  when  the  debtor  would  be  incapable  of  giving  a  preference  by  any 

act  of  his.  ' 

FIRST  District. 

Porter,  J.,  *  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 
The  tableau  of  distribution  filed  by  the  syndics  of  the  insolvent, 
was  opposed  in  the  court  of  the  first  instance;  and  the  opposition  being 

'  *  Although  this  decree  only  applies  to  cases  arising  under  the  Civil  Code,  prior  to 
1825,  the  Louisiana  Code  having  left  no  room  for  doubt  by  its  positive  commands,  yet 
the  principles  here  settled  are  of  perpetual  utility  and  have  been  rec^ved  with  much 
deference  by  the  other  states.  The.  original  print  of  this  decree  was  so  full  of  errors  as 
to  obscure  its  meaning  utterly:  it  is  hoped  the  reader  will  draw  a  little  more  light  now 
irom  its  pages,  especially  from  its  citations.  This  case,  in  every  way  so  memorable,  is 
also  to  be  noted  as  having  called  out  the  Dtt sfrfoltons  on  the  Conirariehf  ofLawM^  of  Samuel 
L.  Livermore  Esq.,  one  of  the  counsel  in  the  case,  a  champion  of  the  losing  side.  These 
essays,  relating  chiefly  to  the  distinction  of  real  and  personal  statutes,  display  infinite 
research  and  acuteness,  and  may  be  said  to  leave  the  minds  of  all  critics  of  oor  jurispru- 
dence in  other  countries  nearly  balanced  between  two  opinions  in  respect  of  Saul's  case. 
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sustained,  an  appeal  has  been  taken  to  this  court,  by  the  syndics,  by 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  Bank  of  Orleans,  and  the  Bask 
of  Louisiana. 

The  claims  admitted  by  the  judge  a  quoj  and  which  are  now  con- 
tested here,  are: — 

First,  That  of  the  children  of  the  insolvent,  who  daim  as  privi- 
leged creditors,  for  the  amount  inherited  by  them  from  their  deceased 
■lother. 

Secondly.  That  of  John  Jacob  Astor,  of  New  York,  who  awrs 
that  he  is  a  creditor  of  the  insotvent  for  the  sum  of  64^060  doUais, 
and  that  he  has  a  privilege  on  751  shares  of  stock  of  the  Bank  of 
Orleans,  which  were  pledged  to  him,  and  now  make  a  part  of  the 
estate  surrendered. 

Thirdly.  That  of  Alexander  Brown  &  Sons,  of  Baltimore,  irho 
also  assert  a  privilege  on  bank  stock,  which  they  state  was  pledged 
to  them  by  the  insolvent^  for  the  security  of  a  loan  of  9,000  dollars, 
and  upwards. 

The  different  questions  of  law  arising  on  these  claims,  have  been 
argued  with  an  ability  worthy  of  their  importance.  Some  of  these 
questions  are  now  presented  for  the  first  time  for  decision;  and  those 
which  have  been  already  before  the  court,  and  which  have  been 
acted  upon,  on  other  occasions,  have  been  examined  with  so  much 
care  by  the  counsel,  and  have  received  such  additional  light  from  the 
laborious  investigation  bestowed  on  them,  that  they  come  upon  6m 
consideration  with  as  much  freshness,  as  if  this  were  the  only  occa- 
sion on  which  our  attention  had  been  drawn  to  them. 

We  shall  take  them  up  in  the  order  in  which  they  have  been 
already  stated;  and,  first,  the  claim  of  the  insolvent's  children* 

From  the  £icts  admitted  by  the  parties,  which  admissien  makes 
the  statement  on  this  appeal,  it  appears:  That  Saul  and  his  wife 
intermarried  in  the  state  of  Virginia,  on  the  6th  of  February,  1794, 
their  domicil  being  then  in  that  state;  that  they  remained  there  until 
the  year  1804,  when  they  removed  to  the  present  state  of  Louisiana; 
that  they  fixed  their  residence  here,  and  continued  this  residence  up 
to  the  year  1819,  when  the  wife  died;  that  after  their  removal  from 
Virginia,  and  while  living  and  liaving  their  domicil  in  this  state,  a 

Mr.  LitMtnoie  wm  m  native  oTNew  Ei^ii^,  resided  «mBe  time  in  BtlUnMiv,  where, 
it  it  believed,  he  poblished  Us  etenderd  weric  on  Aipencjr,  and  finall/  settled  in  Nev 
Orleani,  where  the  aoenracj  of  his  dassioil  ednoation,  the  sabUetj  of  his  lofie,  iertiM 
hj  tiM  most  ample  aeqnisitioiw  of  the  lore  of  the  oonUoental  jurists,  made  him,  perhaps, 
liw  most  aieoomplisbed  eivilian  then  }kmg  whose  vevnaeaJar  was  the  Eof lish  kn^mfOk 
He  died  in  Jone  1833,  in  Alabama,  while  fleetng  fitnn  the  oholera  at  New  Orioamt,  leav. 
luf  an  ample  ftrlmie  at  New  Orleans.  He  will  long  be  reanembtfred  ia  Louisiana  Ar 
tlm  persomd  trails  shewn  in  several  memorable  oeemrenoes  In  tke  history  of  the  ceon- 
Hy  of  the  jear  iai9-13,  for  bit  olear  feresifht  and  jodideni  eneonragemoMt  of  the 
ffowth  of  the  Aamrioan  fiMubonrf  of  this  eity,  and  fer  the  ttbesal,  manly,,  t^sreigh 
aaarrhinf  to  the  beHom,  whiob  he  eaeenpliasd  in  bis  use  of  gnsat  \ 
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large  quantity  of  property  was  acquired  by  them,  which  at  the  death 
of  the  wife  remaiQed  in  the  possession  of  her  husband,  the  insolvent. 

The  children  claim  one-half  of  the  property,  as  acquests  and  gains, 
made  by  their  father  and  mother  in  this  state.    The  appellants  con- 
tend, that,  as  the  marriage  took  place  in  the  state  of  Virginia,  by 
.  whose  laws  no  community  of  acquests  and  gains  is  permitted,  the 
whole  of  the  property  acquired  here  belongs  to  the  husband. 

This  statement  of  the  matter  at  issue  shows,  that  the  only  question 
presented  for  our  decision  is  one  of  law;  but  it  is  one  which  growls 
out  of  the  conflict  of  laws  of  different  states.  Our  former  experience 
bad  taught  us,  that  questions  of  this  kind  are  the  most  embarrassing 
and  difficult  of  decision,  that  can  occupy  the  attention  of  those  who 
preside  in  courts  of  justice.  The  argument  of  this  case  with  the  vast 
mass  of  learning  which  the  research  of  counsel  has  furnished,  leaves 
the  subject  as  much  enveloped  in  obscurity  and  doubt,  as  it  would 
.have  appeared  to  our  own  understandings,  had  we  been  called  on  to 
decide,  without  the  knowledge  of  what  others  had  thought,  and 
written  upon  it. 

Until  the  discussion  of  this  cause,  it  was  generally  understood  by 
the  bar  and  the  bench  in  this  state,  that  the  question  now  agitated 
was  well  understood  in  our  jurisprudence;  and  that  from  the  period 
married  persons  from  other  states  moved  into  this,  the  property 
acquired  became  common,  and  was  to  be  equally  divided  between 
them  at  the  dissolution  of  the  marriage.  We  have  not,  therefore, 
been  insensible  to  the  argument  so  strongly  pressed  on  us,  that  the 
question  being  already  settled  by  the  decisions  of  the  tribunal  of  last 
resort  in  the  state,  the  subject  ought  not  to  be  opened  again,  and  that 
the  most  important  interests  of  society  require,  there  should  be  a  time 
when  contested  points  of  jurisprudence  may  be  considered  as  at  rest. 
But  these  considerations  are  not  in  this  case  of  sufficient  weight,  to 
preclude  a  re-examination  of  the  principles  on  which  the  doctrine 
already  stated  has  been  established.  A  sufficient  period  has  not 
elapsed  to  enable  it  to  derive  much  authority  from  the  acquiescence 
of  others.  The  decision  of  the  court  can  not  be  supposed  to  have 
.influenced  parties  entering  into  the  marriage  contract,  or  greatly  to 
have  affected  any  important  interests  in  society.  It  applied  only  to 
married  persons  emigrating  from  other  states,  whose,  exertions  or 
industry  can  not  be  supposed  to  have  been  much  char^ged,  by  the 
anticipation  of  the  property  going  in  one  direction  or  the  other,  whos^ 
habits  were  formed  before  they  came  here,  and  no  doubt  remained 
the  same  after  their  immigration  as  before.  We  shall,  therefore,  pro* 
ceedto  the  examination  of  the  question,  as  if  it  were  now  presented 
for  the  first  time, and  we  trust,  without  any  bias  which  might  be  sup- 
posed to.  exist  on  our  minds,  from  the  opinions  we  have  already 
expressed. 

The  investigation  we  are  about  to  make,  will  be  best  conducted  by 
first  examining  our  own  statutes. 

The  okl  Civil  Code  provided:  that  every  iparriage  contracted 
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within  this  state,  siiperindaces,  of  right,  partnership  or  comnnmitty  of 
acquests  and  gains.    Civil  Code,  336.  Art.  63. 

Our  Revised  Code  repeats  this  provision,  and  adds  another:  that  a 
marriage  contracted  out  of  this  state  between  persons  who  afterwaids 
come  to  live  here,  is  also  subject  to  the  community  of  acquests,  with 
respect  to  such  property  as  is  acquired  after  their  anivaL  Code, 
2370. 

If  the  acquests  and  gains,  in  respect  to  which  the  present  suit 
exists,  had  been  made  under  the  dominion  of  the  law  last  cited,  there 
would  be  an  end  to  any  dispute  about  their  distribution;  but  the  niaf- 
riage  of  the  insolvent  and  his  wife  was  dissolved  by  the  death  of  the 
latter,  before  that  law  was  enacted. 

It  has  been  contended,  that,  as  the  article  first  cited  providee  for  a 
community  of  acquests  and  gains  in  all  marriages  contracted  widiin 
the  territory,  it  is  an  evidence  that  the  legislature  did  not  intend  there 
should  be  a  community  in  marriages  made  without:  inelusio  ttniuSy 
est  excltmo  ailerius. 

It  would  be  giving  too  much  weight  to  theT  argument  eomirorio 
sensUf  to  adopt  this  construction.  If  the  subject  were  one  on  whidi 
there  had  existed  no  previous  legislation,  it  would  certainly  be  fair  to 
contend,  that  as  the  law  maker  has  affirmatively  declared,  that  parti- 
cular cases  not  enumerated  should  produce  certain  eflfects,  this  affirma- 
tive included  the  negative,  that  other  cases  not  enumerated  shotdd 
not  produce  these  effects;  though  even  then,  this  reasoning,  which  is 
founded  on  presumption,  might  yield  to  other  drcuoiBtanoes,  by  wtrich 
that  presumption  could  be  repelled.  But  when  there  already  exists 
positive  legislation  on  the  same  subject  matter,  providing  for  the 
very  case  which  it  is  presumed  is  excluded,  the  ailment  alnraflt 
wholly  loses  its  weight.  The  law  must  then  be  interpreted  by  a  well 
known  rule  of  jurisprudence,  that  an  intention  to  repeal  laws  can 
never  be  supposed:  that  subsequent  statutes  do  not  almgate  fbrnier 
ones  by  containing  different  provisions  on  the  same  subject;  that 
they-  must  be  contrary  in  order  to  produce  such  effect.  This  rale, 
which  is  true  in  relation  to  all  laws,  is  more  particalarly  applicaUe  to 
our  Codes,  which  were  lony  intended  to  lay  down  general  prindples, 
and  provide  for  cases  of  the  most  common  occurrence.  If,  then,  the 
provisions  in  our  Code  can  not  be  considered  to  have  repealed  the  for- 
mer law,  no  argument  can  be  drawn  from  them  as  to  the  intentioii 
of  the  legislature  to  do  so,  or  as  to  their  opinion  on  this  subject.  It 
is  more  than  probable  their  thoughts  were  not  turned  to  a  case  which 
is  not  of  frequent  occurrence.  If  they  had  intended  to  act  on  it,  as 
the  matter  was  to  say  the  least  doubtful,  they  certainly  would  not 
have  increased  these  doubts  bv  leaving  their  will  to  he  inferred  firom 
an  affiimative  regulation  on  the  same  subject^  btit  havkig  relatioii  (o 
a  different  state  of  things.  We  are  bound  to  believe  that  they  wooM 
have  legislated  directly  on  it,  and  have  positively  declared,  as  they 
have  since  done,  what  the  rule  should  be,  when  people  married  in 
another  country,  and  removed  into  thn. 
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It  being  clear,  then,  that  our  own  statutes  furnish  no  guide  for  the 
decision  oif  this  question,  recourse  must  be  had  to  the  former  laws  of 
the  country. 

The  positive  regulations  of  Spain  on  this  subject,  are  contained  i^ 
two  laws;  one  of  the  Fuero  Reulj  and  the  other  of  the  Parlidas. 

That  part  of  the  law  of  the  Partidas  which  directly  applies  to  the 
case  before  the  court,  is  in  the  following  words: — £  dezimos,  que 
elpkyloque  ellos  pusieron  enire  sUdeve  valer  en  iamaneragu^ 
^avinieron  ante  que  casasseriyO  quando  casaron;  e  non  deve  ser 
embargado por  la  costumbre  conl/a/tu  de uquella  lierra do/ue^e^ 
a  moTiMr.  £kie  mismo  seria^  maguer  eUaa  non  pusie^sen  pleyto 
enire  si;  ca  la  caslumbre  de  aquella  lierra  dofizieron  el  casamiento 
deve  valer y  quanlo  en  las  doles,  e  en  las  arras,  e  en  las  ganancias 
quefizieron;  e  non  la  de  a  quel  lugar  do  se  cambiuron.  F,  4,  /t7. 
11,  ley  23.  ^^Aud  we  say,  (iiat  the  agreement  they  had  made  before 
or  at  the  time  of  their  marriage,  ought  to  have  its  effect  in  the  man- 
ner they  may  have  stipulated,  and  that  it  will  not  be  avoided  by  .the 
custom  of  the  place  to  which  they  may  have  removed.  And  so  we 
say  it  would  be,  if  they  had  not  entered  into  any  agreement;  fof  the 
custom  of  the  country  where  they  contracted  the  maniage,  ought  to 
have  its  effect  as  it  regards  the  dowry,  the  arras,  and  the  gains  they 
■lay  liave  made;  and  not  that  of  the  place  to  which  they  may  have 
removed.'^ 

Some  verbal  criticism  has  been  exercised  on  this  law.  It  is  coi^ 
tended  by  one  of  the  parties,  that  it  only  intended  to  provide  for  the 
gains  made  before  the  removal  of  the  married  tM)uple;  or,at  all  events 
that  the  words  nsed  leave  the  sense  doubtful.  By  the  other,  that  it 
legulates  all,  whether  made  before  or  after  they  left  the  country  ia 
which  the  marriage  took  place.  The  expressions  used,  though  not 
free  from  all  ambiguity,  as  the  appellants  have  argued,  we  think 
•ought  to  receive  the  construction  for  which  they  contend.  The  law 
was  so  understood  by  the  commentators  of  that  day,  and  the  preceding 
-parts  of  it,  compared  with  the  clause  in  which  the  obeeurity  is  said 
to  exist,  serve  to  support  this  interpretation. 

If  these  provisions  in  the  Parlidas  stood  alone,  they  would  admit 
of  a  more  favorable  construction  in  support  of  the  ground  assimied 
by  the  counsel  for  the  syndics,  than  they  can  receive,  when  taken  in 
connection  with  the  law  of  the  Fuero  Real,  which  is  in  the  following 
words: — 

Toda  cosa  que  el  marido  y  muger  ganaren  o  compraren,  esiando 
de  consuno,  hayanlo  ambos  por  medio,  fyc.  Novisima  Mecop.  lib* 
10,  iil.  4,  ley  1. 

« Every  thiAg  which  the  husband  and  wife  may  acquire  while 
leather,  shall  be  equally  divided  between  them." 

The  Codes  in  which  these  laws  are  found,  were  composed  tinder 
the  authority  of  Ferdinand  the  Third,  and  his  son  Alphonso  the  Wise^ 
nearly  about  the  same  time.  The  Fuero  Real  was  published  in  the 
year  1255.    The  Parlidas  although  completed  in  1260,  were  not  pro* 
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mulgated  until  nearly  a  century  afterwards.  By  the  Spanish  writers, 
the  former  is  considered,  with  respect  to  the  latter,  what  the  Institutes 
of  Justinian  are  to  the  Pandects;  and  it  has  been  admitted^  that  tbey 
may  mutually  aid  in  the  interpretation  of  each  other. 

We  have  then  two  statutes  presented  for  construction,  one  of  which, 
not  in  terms  the  most  clear,  directs  that  the  custom  of  the  country 
where  parties  contract  marriage  should  regulate  their  rights,  in  re- 
spect to  acquests  and  gains;  and  another  which  declares,  that  every 
thing  that  husband  and  wife  may  gain  or  purchase,  shall  be  equally 
divided  between  them. 

If  the  question,  as  to  the  true  interpretation  of  these  laws,  now 
arose  for  the  first  time,  we  should  hesitate  what  construction  to  put 
on  them.  Either  taken  singly,  and  according  to  the  letter,  goes  the 
whole  length  for  which  eadh  of  the  parties  before  us  contends;  but 
before  examining  them,  to  ascertain  what  conclusion  we  should  come 
to,  if  left  to  our  judgment  unaided  by  the  opinions  of  others,  it  is  pro- 
per we  should  endeavor  to  learn  what  construction  was  put  on 
them,  in  the  country  where  they  were  made.  On  whatever  side  the 
weifffat  of  authority  should  be  found  to  preponderate,  we  may  cer<- 
tainhr  adopt  that  side.  They  who  have  lived  under  these  laws  for 
nearly  five  hundred  years  before  they  passed  to  us,  roust,  we  feel, 
have  more  knowledge  of  the  intention  and  meaning  of  their  own 
legislation,  than  we,  at  this  remote  period  of  time,  who  have  come  to 
a  knowledge  of  them  as  it  were  but  of  yesterday,  can  possibly  pos- 


Nothing  can  be  more  satisfactorily  ^own,  than  the  opinion  of  the 
commentators  on  the  statutes  of  Spain,  in  relation  to  this  particular 
subject.  From  the  time  Oregorio  Lopez  published  his  work  on  the 
Partidas,  in  the  year  1555,  down  to  Febrero,  in  the  year  1781,  the 
writings  of  no  jurist  of  that  countrv  who  treats  of  this  matter  have 
been  produced  to  us,  that  does  not  declare,  that  the  law  of  the  Parti- 
das, already  cited,  must  be  limited  to  property  acquired  in  the  place 
wiiere  the  marriage  is  contracted,  and  that  it  does  not  extend  to  acqui- 
sitions made  in  another  country,  to  which  the  parties  may  have 
removed,  where  a  different  rule  should  prevail.  In  the  long  list  of 
writers,  who  have  been  cited  in  support  of  this  doctrine,  are  to  be 
found  some  of  the  most  illustrious  of  whom  the  middle  ages  could 
boast,  James  of  Jirena^  Gu/ie/mus  de  CuneOy  Dynus^  Raynaldun 
Jean  Favre^  Baldus^  Alciut^  and  Jtucharanut^  Grtgorio  LoptZyOa 
the  4  PariidaMy  fit,  1 1,  law  24;  Malienzo  Comment artOy  lid.  5,  tit. 
9,  nos.  73  et  74;  Febrero^  P.  2,  lib.  1,  cap,  4,  sect.  2,  no.  62. 

Trying  the  question,  therefore,  by  authority,  no  doubt  can  exiat,  oo 
'Which  side  it  preponderates,  in  the  country  where  the  statute  was 
passed.  Admitting  then  for  a  moment,  that  the  letter  of  the  law  of 
the  Partidas  was  violated,  by  the  construction  given  to  it  by  the  com- 
mentators, that  violation  acquiesced  in  for  centuries,  by  lawyers, 
courts,  and  the  sovereign  authority  of  the  country,  makes  as  much  a 
part  of  the  law  of  Spain  at  this  day,  as  if  the  ttattUe  bad  been  .modi- 
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fied  by  the  power  in  the  state  in  which  the  right  of  legislation  was 
vested.  In  looking  into  the  laws  of  any  country,  we  stop  at  tho 
threshold,  if  we  look  no  Turther  than  their  statutes;  and  what  we  should 
see  there  would,  in  most  instances,  only  tend  to  mislead.  In  every 
nation  that  has  advanced  a  few  steps  beyond  the  finst  organisation  of 
political  society,  and  that  has  made  any  progress  in  civilisation,  a 
more  extensive  and  equally  important  part  of  the  rules  which  govern 
men,  is  derived  from  what  is  called,  in  certain  countries,  common 
law,  and  here,  jurisprudence. 

This  jurisprudence,  or  common  law,  in  some  nations,  is  found  in 
the  decrees  of  their  courts;  in  others,  it  is  furnished  by  private  indi- 
viduals, eminent  for  their  learning  and  integrity,  whose  superior  wis^ 
dom  has  enabled  them  to  gain  the  proud  distinction  of  legislating,  as 
it  were,  for  their  country,  and  enforcing  their  legislation  by  the  most 
noble  of  all  means: — that  of  reason  alone.  After  a  long  series  of 
years,  it  is  sometimes  difficult  to  say,  whether  these  opinions  and 
judgments  were  originally  the  eflfect  of  principles,  previously  existing 
in  society,  or  whether  they  were  the  cause  of  the  doctrines,  which  all 
men  at  last  recognise.  But  whether  the  one,  or  the  other,  when 
acquiesced  in  for  ages,  their  force  and  effect  can  not  be  distinguished 
from  statutory  law.  No  civilised  nation  has  been  without  such  a 
wystem.  None,  it  is  believed,  can  do  without  it;  and  every  attempt 
to  expel  it,  only  causes  it  to  return  with  increased  strength  on  those, 
who  are  so  sanguine  as  to  think  it  may  be  dispensed  with.  Dupori'- 
ceau  on  Jurisdiction,  105. 

Spain,  that  was  among  the  first  of  the  European  nations  to  rbduce 
their  laws  into  codes,  and  that  carried  that  mode  of  legidation  farther 
than  any  other  people,  early  felt  the  necessity  of  a  jurisprudence, 
which  would  supply  the  defects,  and  soften  the  asperities  of  her  sta- 
tutes. The  opinions  of  her  jurisconsults  seem  to  have  obtained  an 
authority  with  her,  of  which  the  history  of  no  other  country  offers  an 
example.  So  early  as  the  fifteenth  century,  a  law  was  passed^ 
regulating  the  authority  which  belonged  to  the  opinions  of  BarioluSf 
Baldus^  Juan  Andrta^  and  Mciat.  That  law  was,  it  is  true,  after* 
wards  repealed  by  the  first  of  TorOy  and  directions  given  that  in  case 
of  doubt  as  to  the  true  interpretation  of  the  statutes,  recourse  should 
be  had  to  the  sovereign  himself.  What  was  the  practical  operation 
of  this  last  statute,  our  researches  do  not  enable  us  positively  to  state. 
It  does  not,  however,  seem  to  have  made  much  change  in  the  prac* 
tioeof  her  courts;  for  in  the  year  1719,  we  find  an  auto  accordado 
in  respect  to  the  taws  that  should  be  followed  in  the  decision  of 
causes;  in  which  it  is  stated,  as  a  great  inconvenience,  that  the  tribu«> 
nals  of  justice  had  resorted  to  foreign  books  and  authors,  to  the 
depreciation  of  their  own  jurists;  who,  with  great  knowledge,  had 
explained,  and  interpreted  their  laws,  ordinances,  and  customs.  But 
admitting  that  after  the  promulgation  of  the  law  of  Toro,  the  opinions 
of  these  jurists  had  not  the  weight  they  before  received,  and  that  in 
all  unsettled  cases  recourse  was  had  to  Uie  sovereign  himself: — when 
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we  find  that  nearly  four  hundred  years  after,  the  writers  on  the  laws 
of  Spain  refer  to  no  decision  of  their  king  and  council  on  this  point, 
express  no  doubt  about  it,  and  quote  the  opinions  of  jurists  who 
wrote  nearly  the  same  length  of  time  before  them,  what  conclusion 
can  we  come  to,  but  that  no  doubt  did  exist  on  the  subject  in  Spain. 
That  the  whole  nation  acquiesced  in  the  opinions  of  those  who  had 
early  interpreted  their  statutes,  and  that  the  tacit  consent  of  the  sove- 
reign himself,  must  be  presumed  given  to  a  construction,  which  he 
had  the  power  to  change,  but  in  which  it  is  not  shown  he  made  any 
alteration.  NovUima  Recop,  lib,  3,  tit.  2,  kyts  3  et  II. 
^  It  is  most  clear,  then,  that  this  interpretation,  which  limits  the  law 
of  the  Partidasj  to  the  gains  made  in  the  country  where  the  mar- 
riage was  contracted,  and  excludes  from  its  operation,  property 
acquired  al>er  a  change  of  residence,  comes  to  us  recommended  and 
fortified  by  every  sanction  that  can  give  it  value  in  the  minds  of 
those  who  sit  in  judgment;  and  whose  duty  it  is,  to  pronounce  what 
the  law  is,  not  what  it  ought  to  be^. 

The  appellants  however  contenJf^that.  although  such  may  be  the 
construction  given  to  the  statute  in  Spain,  that  construction  is  not 
binding  on  the  court,  because  this  is  a  question  of  jurisprudence  not 
peculiar  to  any  distinct  nation,  but  one  touching  the  comity  of  nations, 
and  embracing  doctrines  of  international  law,  on  which  the  opinions 
of  writers  not  living  in  Spain,  are  entitled  to  equal  weight  with  those 
who  professedly  treat  of  her  laws. 

The  strength  of  the  plaintifTs  case  rests  mainly  on  this  proposirion, 
and  it  is  proper  to  examine  it  with  the  attention  which  its  importance 
in  the  cause  requires. 

But  though  of  importance,  it  is  not  of  any  difficulty.  By  the 
comity  of  nations,  a  rule  does  certainly  exist,  that  contracts  made  in 
other  countries,  shall  be  enforced  according  to  the  principles  of  law 
which  govern  the  contract  in  the  place  where  it  is  made.  But  it 
also  makes  a  part  of  the  rule,  that  these  contracts  should  not  be 
enforced  to  the  injury  of  the  state  whose  aid  is  required  to  carry 
them  into  efiect.  It  is  a  corollary  flowing  from  the  principle  last 
stated,  that  where  the  positive  laws  of  any  state  prohibit  particular 
contracts  from  having  effect,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  country 
where  they  are  made,  the  former  should  control;  because  that  prohi- 
bition is  supposed  to  be  fotmded  on  some  reason  of  utility,  or  policy, 
advantageous  to  the  country  that  passes  it;  which  utility,  or  policy, 
would  be  defeated,  if  foreign  laws  were  permitted  to  have  a  superior 
effect  On  the  very  subject  matter  now  before  us,  the  writers  who 
treat  of  it,  although  disputing  about  almost  every  thing  else,  agree  in 
stating  that  a  real  statute,  that  is,  one  which  regulates  property  within 
the  limits  of  the  state  where  it  is  in  force,  controls  personal  ones, 
which  follow  a  man  wherever  he  goes:— indeed,  it  has  been  expressly, 
and  with  great  propriety,  admitted  in  arg«iment,  that  where  the  per- 
sonal statute  of  the  domicil  is  in  opposition  to  a  real  statute  of  situa- 
tion, the  real  statute  will  prevail.    Boulltnoisy  Disc.  Prelim,  p.  21] 
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Ibid,  des  Demis.  Quest.  6,^163;  Bouhiery  sur  la  Coutume  du  Duche 
de  Bourgoyney  cap.  23^461;  Bodenburgh^de  Stalutor.divtrsii.  til. 
2,  cop.  5,  No.  6, 

If  this  be  true,  the  question  whether  the  opinions  of  foreign  jurists 
^all  control  those  of  the  country  where  the  statute  is  passed,  is  at 
once  settled.  If  the  right  of  a  nation  to  pass  the  statute,  which  will 
affect  a  contract  made  in  another  country,  be  admitted,  the  right  can- 
not be  contested  to  her  to  say,  whether  she  has  done  so  or  not  She 
surely  is  the  best  and  safest  expounder  of  her  own  laws.  And  we 
repeat  here,  what  we  said  a  few  days  since,  on  nearly  the  highest 
authority  to  which  we  could  refer:  "  That  no  court  on  earth,  that 
professed  to  be  governed  by  principle,  would,  we  presume,  undertake 
to  say,  that  the  courts  of  Great  Britain,  or  France,  or  any  other 
nation,  had  misunderstood  their  own  statutes,  and  therefore,  erect 
itself  into  a  tribunal,  by  which  that  misunderstanding  was  to  be  cor- 
rected."    10  Wheaton,  159. 

And  if  we  did  recur  to  the  jurists  of  France  and  Holland  for  infor- 
mation, what  would  we  get  in  place  of  the  well  established  rules  in 
Spain?  Much  to  confuse,  and  little  to  enlighten  us.  We  should  find 
great  learning  and  ingenuity  exercised  by  some  to  show,  that  the 
law  which  regulates  the  rights  of  property  among  married  persons, 
is  a  personal  one,  which  follows  the  parties  wherever  they  go.  By 
others,  that  it  is  real,  and  limited  to  the  country  by  which  it  is  made. 
But  not  one  of  them  denies  the  power  in  a  nation  to  pass  a  law  such 
as  has  been  lately  enacted  by  the  state  of  Louisiana,  that  a  married 
couple  moving  into  it  from  another  state,  shall  be  governed  by  her 
laws  as  to  their  future  acqtiisitions.  None  of  them  professes  to  com- 
ment on  the  laws  of  Spain,  which  her  jurists  say,  have  the  same  effect 
with  our  late  statute.  They  are  not  even  mentioned  by  them.  How 
wholly  unsatisfactory,  therefore,  any  general  reasoning  must  be,  on 
different  customs  and  usages,  to  prove  that  the  law  of  the  Fuero  is 
a  personal,  and  not  a  real  statute,  we  need  not  say. 

With  this  view  of  the  subject,  we  might  conclude.  But  as  it  is 
always  satisfactory  for  this  court  to  feel,  that  the  authority  which 
governs  it,  is  founded  in  truth,  we  shall  proceed  to  examine  the 
grounds  on  which  the  opinions  of  the  Spanish  jurists  have  been  so 
strongly  assailed.  In  doing  so,  we  are  led  into  an  examination  of 
the  doctrine  of  real  and  personal  statutes,  as  it  is  called  by  the  con- 
tinental writers  of  Europe;  a  subject,  the  most  intricate  and  perplexed  - 
of  any  that  has  occupied  the  attention  of  lawyers  and  courts:  one  on 
which  scarcely  any  two  writers  are  found  entirely  to  agree,  and  on 
which,  it  is  rare  to  find  one  consistent  with  himself  throughout  We 
know  of  no  matter  in  jurisprudence  so  unsettled,  or  none  that  should 
OEKNre  teach  men  distrust  of  their  own  opinions,  and  charity  towards 
those  of  others. 

Holland  and  France  appear  to  be  the  countries  where  the  greatest 
number  of  these  questions  h^ive  arisen,  and  where  the  subject  has 
excited  most  attention.    The  doctrine  which  they  denominate  that  of 
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f6al  and  panonal  statutes,  is  not,  as  it  might,  from  the  tenns  used,  be 
supposed,  ooofined  to  written  and  positive  b^w;  but  is  applied,  ab(s 
to  unwritten  laws  or  customs,  by  which  the  state  or  condition  of  man 
is  regulated — bis  contracts  governed,  or  his  property  distributed  at 
his  death.  It  professes  to  furnish  the  rules  which  are  to  govern  men 
in  civil  matters,  when  they  pass  from  one  country  to  another,  aixl  to 
distinguish  and  decide  in  all  cases,  where  the  law  of  domicil  and  that 
of  origin  differ;  where  the  rules  of  the  place  of  contract  and  its  execu* 
lion  conflict;  where  the  countries  in  which  a  marriage  is  contracted, 
«od  dissolved,  have  different  regulatioDs;  or  where,  on  the  decease 
of  the  owner,  his  property  is  situated  in  several  places,  having  dif*^ 
fisrent  rules  as  to  its  distribution. 

According  to  the  jurists  of  those  countries,  a  penonal  statute  is 
that  which  follows,  and  governs  the  party  subject  to  it,  wherever  he 
goes. 

The  real  statute  controls  things,  and  does  not  extend  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  country  from  which  it  derives  its  authority. 

The  personal  statute  of  one  country  controls  the  personal  statute 
^  another  country,  into  which  a  party  once  governed  by  the  former, 
or  who  may  contract  under  it,  should  remove. 

But  it  is  subject  to  a  real  statute  of  the  place,  where  the  person 
subjea  to  the  personal  should  fix  himself,  or  wimre  the  property  on 
which  the  contest  arises  may  be  situated. 

So  &r  the  rules  are  plain  and  intelligible,  but  the  moment  we  at- 
tempt to  discover  from  these  writers,  what  statutes  are  real,  and 
what  are  personal,  the  most  extraordinary  confuaon  is  presented^ 
Their  definitions  often  diSer,  and  when  they  agree  on  their  defini* 
tions,  they  dispute  as  to  their  application. 

Bartolus,  who  was  one  of  the  first  by  whom  this  subject  was  ex- 
amined, and  the  most  distinguished  jurist  of  his  day,  established  as  a 
rule,  that  whenerer  the  statute  commenced  by  treating  of  persons, 
it  was  a  personal  one;  but  if  it  began  by  disposing  of  tlnngs,  it  was 
real  So  that  if  a  law,  as  the  counsel  for  the  apj^lants  has  stated, 
was  written  thus:  <<the  estate  of  the  deceased  shall  be  inherited  by 
the  eldest  son,''  the  statute  was  real;  but  if  it  said,  ^  the  eldest  son 
Aall  inherit  the  estate,"  it  was  personal. 

This  distinction,  though  purely  verbal,  and  most  unaatisfisu^ory, 
was  followed  for  a  long  time,  and  sanctioned  by  many  whose  names 
are  illustrious  in  the  annals  of  jurisprudence,  but  it  was  ultimately 
discarded  by  all.  D'Argentre,  who  rejected  this  rule,  to  real  and 
personal  statutes  added  a  third,  which  he  called  mixed.  The  real 
statute,  according  to  this  writer,  is  that  which  treats  of  immovables. 
Jnquodt  rAu9  9oiijid  e$t  immobi/ibus  fff t'/i/r,  and  the  personal 
that  which  concerns  the  person  abstracted  from  things.  Siaivtvm 
personale  est  illud  quod  officii  personat^^  universaliter^  absiracU 
ab  omni  materia  reali.  The  mixed  he  states  to  be  one  which  con- 
cerns both  persons  and  things. 

This  definition  by  D'Argentre  of  a  personal  statute  has  been  adopt- 
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ed  by  every  writer  who  has  treated  of  this  matter.  A  long  list  of 
them,  amounting  to  twenty.five,is  given  by  Froland  in  his  Memoire9 
eoncernans  la  qualiU  desstatuts,  among  which  are  found  Burgun- 
dasy  Rodenburgy  Siockmansj  Voet  and  DumouHn,  Froland^  Me- 
moires  concernana  la  gualiiide  staiuiSy  chap.  5,  no  1. 

But  the  definition  which  he  has  given  of  a  real  statute,  does  not 
seem  to  have  been  so  generally  adopted:  it  was,  however,  followed 
by  Burgundasj  Rodenbiirg  and  Siockmans.  i 

BouUenois,  who  is  one  of  the  latest  writers,  attacks  the  definitions 
given  by  D' Argentre,  and  as  he  supposes, refutes  them;  he  adds  others 
which  appear  to  be  as  little  satisfactory,  as  those  he  rejects.  He  di- 
vides personal  statutes,  into  personal  particular,  and  personal  univer- 
sal; personal  particular,  he  sub-divides  again,  into  pure  personal,  and 
personal  real.  Boullenoisy  Traiii  de  la  Personalite  et  de  la  Rea- 
lil.  des  loisy  tit.  1 ,  cap,  2,  obs.  4. 

Voet  has  two  definitions,  one  that  a  real  statute  is  that  which  af- 
fects principally  things,  though  it  also  relates  to  persons,  and  the  other, 
that  a  personal  statute  is  that  which  affects  principally  persons,  al- 
though it  treats  also  of  things. 

It  would  be  a  painful  and  a  useless  task,  to  follow  these  authors 
through  all  their  refinements.  President  Bouhier,  who  wrote  about 
the  same  time  as  BouUenois,  and  who  has  treated  the  subject  as  ex- 
tensively as  any  other  writer,  after  quoting  the  definitions  just  gifven 
and  others,  says,  that  they  are  all  defective,  and  that  he  cannot  ven-> 
tnre  on  any,  until  the  world  are  more  agreed  what  statutes  are  real, 
and  what  are  personal.  While  they  remain  so  uncertain,  he  thinks 
the  best  way  is  to  follow  the  second  definition  of  Voet,  which  is: 
^'  that  a  real  statute  is  that  which  does  not  extend  beyond  the  terri- 
tory within  which  it  is  passed,  and  a  personal,  is  that  which  does.'' 
BotiAier  sur  les  Coutumes  de  Bourgogne^  chap.  23,  no.  29. 

This  last  mode  of  distinguishing  statutes,  which  teaches  us  what 
effect  a  statute  should  have,  by  directing  us  to  inquire  what  effect  it 
has,  is  quite  as  unsatisfoctory  as  the  rule  given  by  Bartolus,  who 
judged  of  it  by  the  words  with  which  it  commenced. 

The  rules  given  by  Chancellor  D' Aguesseau,  are  perhaps  preferable 
to  any  other.  That,  says  he,  "  which  truly  characterises  a  real  sta^ 
tute,  and  essentially  distinguishes  it  from  a  personal  one,  is  not  that  it 
should  be  relative  to  certain  personal  circumstances,  or  certain  per- 
sonal events;  otherwise  we  should  be  obliged  to  say,  that  the  statutes 
which  relate  to  the  paternal  powery  the  right  of  wardship,  the  ten-^ 
ancy  by  courtesy j  {droit  de  viduitCy)  the  prohibition  of  married 
persons  to  confer  advantages  on  each  other,  are  personal  statutes, 
and  yet  it  is  clear,  in  our  jurisprudence,  that  they  are  considered  as 
real  statutes,  the  execution  of  which  is  regulated,  not  by  the  place  of 
domicil,  but  by  that  where  the  property  is  situated." 

<<The  true  principle  in  this  matter  is,  to  examine  if  the  statute  has 
property  directly  for  its  object,  or  its  destination  to  certain  persons, 
or  its  preservation  in  families,  so  that  it  is  not  the  interest  of  the 
Vol.  Ill  —57 
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tpetson  whose  rights  or  acts  are  examined,  but  the  interest  of  others 
to  whom  it  is  intended  to  assure  the  property,  or  the  real  rights  which 
were  the  cause  of  the  law.  Or  if,  on  the  contrary,  all  the  atteniioa 
<rf  the  law  is  directed  towards  the  person,  to  provide  in  general  for 
his  qualifications,  or  his  general  and  absohtte  capacity;  as  when  it  re* 
lates  to  the  qualities  of  major,  or  minor,  of  father  or  of  son,  legitimate 
br  illegitimate,  ability  or  inability  to  contract,  by  reason  of  personal 
causes.*' 

In  the  first  hypothesis  the  statute  is  real,  in  the  second  it  is  personal, 
as  is  tinell  explained  in  these  words  of  D'Atgentre:  ^  Cum  siaiutvm 
nan  ninpliciier  inhabiiUaty  9ed  ratume  fundi  emt  juris  reali^ 
ttliwrum  rtnpieienlvt  txira  ptrsenas  eontrahentesj  iatits  hane 
inhabiliHitem  ^i^n  &gredi  locum  statutV*  OSuvrew  jy^SgnesBcau^ 
Tol.  4, 66^,  cin^tMmie-quaMeme  piaidoyer. 

This  definition  is,  we  think,  better  than  any  of  the  rest:  though 
even  in  the  application  of  it  to  scuie  cases,  difficulty  would  exist.  If 
the  subject  had  been  susceptible  of  dear  and  positive  rules,  we  may 
safely  believe  this  illustrious  man  would  iK>t  have  left  it  in  doubt,  f<^ 
if  any  thing  be  more  remarkable  in  him  than  bis  genhis  and  his 
knowledge,  it  is  the  extraordinary  falness  and  clearness  with  which 
he  expresses  himself  on  all  questions  of  jurisprudence.  When  he, 
therefore,  and  so  many  other  men,  of  great  talents  and  learning,  are 
llras  fomd  to  fail  in  fixing  certain  {mnciples,  we  are  forced  to  con- 
clude that  they  have  failed,  not  from  want  of  abiKty,  but  because  the 
matler  was  not  susceptible  of  being  settled  on  certain  principles. 
They  have  attempted  to  go  too  far.  To  define  and  fix  that,  whidi 
can  not  in  the  ntature  of  things  be  defined  and  fixed.  They  seem  to 
have  forgotton,  that  they  wrote  on  a  question  which  touched  the 
comity  of  nations,  and  that  that  comity  is,  and  ever  must  be  rnieer- 
tain.  That  it  must  necessarily  depend  on  a  variety  of  circumstances^ 
Irbich  can  not  be  reduced  within  any  certain  rule.  That  no  nation 
will  sufifer  the  laws  of  another  to  interfere  with  her  own,  to  the  injury 
of  her  citizens:  that  whether  they  do  or  not,  must  depend  on  the 
condition  of  the  country  in  which  the  foreign  law  is  sought  to  be 
enforced — the  particular  nature  of  her  legislation — her  policy — and 
the  diai^cter  of  her  institutions.  That  in  the  conflict  of  laws,  it  must 
be  oflen  a  matter  of  doubt  which  s^uld  prevail,  and  that  whenever 
that  doubt  does  exist,  the  court  which  decides,  will  prefer  the  law  of 
Hs  own  country,  to  that  of  the  stranger. 

These  principles  may  be  in  part  illustrated  by  one  or  two  examples, 
that  we  presmne  will  receive  general  assent. 

The  writers  on  this  subject,  with  scarcely  any  exception,  agree, 
that  the  laws  or  statutes  which  regulate  minority  and  majority,  and 
tlhose  which  fix  the  state  and  condition  of  men>  are  personal  statutes, 
and  follow  and  govern  htm,  in  every  country. 

Now  sitppose  the  case  of  our  law  fixing  the  age  of  majority  at 
twenty-five,  ^nd  the  country  in  which  a  man  was  bom  and  had  lived, 
previoos  to  his  coming  here,  placing  it  at  twenty-one,  no  objection 
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cottW  be  perhaps  made  to  the  iuIq  just  stated,  and  it  ippiy  be,  and  we 
b^lieye^  would  be  true,  that  a  contract  m^d^  here  at  any  time  b^t  weeOt 
tjae  two  periods  already  mentioned,  would  bind  him. 

Qut  reverse  the  facts  of  this  case,  and  suppose,  as  is  the  truth,  tbat> 
our  law  placed  the  age  of  majority  at  twenty-one;  that  tweoty-fi:«re 
was.  the  period  at  which  a  man  ceased  to  b^  a  minor  in  the  country; 
where  he  resided;  and  that  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  he  cat^Q  intp; 
this  state,  and  entered  into  contracts;  wpuld  it  be  permitted  that  he 
should,  in  our  courts,  and  tp  the  demand  pf  one  of  our  citizen^,  plead, 
93  a  protection  ag^unst  his  engagements,  the  laws  of  a.  foreign  counr 
Uy.f  of  which  the  people  of  iiouisiana  had  no  knowledge?  and  would; 
we  tell  them  that  ignorance  of  foreign  laws,  in  relation  to  a  contract; 
made  here,  was  to  prevent  their  enforcing  it,  though  the  agreement 
was  binding  by  thoate  of  thpir  own  state?*  Most  assuredly  we 
would  not     Baldwin  v.  Gray,  4  N.  S.  193. 

Take  another  case.  By  the  laws  of  this  country,  slavery  is  per^ 
mitted,  and  the  rights  of  the  master  can  be  enforced.  Suppose  the. 
individual  subject  to  it  is  carried  to  England  or  Mass^husetts; — 
would  their  courts  sustain  the  argument  that  his  state  or  condition 
waa  fixed  by  the  laws  of  his  domicil  of  origin?  We  know  they 
would  not. 

These  examples  might  be  multiplied,  but  th^y  are  sufficient  to 
explain  the  ideas  of  this  court,  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  lay  down 
any  general  rule  on  the  subject;  aqd  that  even  the  personal  statutes: 
of  one  country  may  be  controlled  by  thos^  of  aopthi^r, 

*  Of  Ihew^  doolrii^esi  Mr.  Ju^tif^  Story  in  bis  Conflict  qf  Lawp,  chap|.  4,  secUoD  76, 
w^ya:  "  The  cfse  first  put  seems,  fbunded  upon  a  principle  eptirely  rjepu^nvit  to  that 
qpcioi  whioh  tfie  secpn^  relets.  In  t|^e  former,  the  law  of  the  dofnicil  of  origin  is  allowed 
to  prevail;  in  the  latter  that  of  the  don^icil  of  the  contract. — The  difficulty,  is  in  sieein^ 
ho?r  a  co\irt,  without  such  positive  legislation,  could  arrive  at  both  conclusions.  Genera| 
reasoning  would  lead  us  to  the  opinion  that  both  cases  ought  to  be  decided  the  samf 
way;  that  is,  either  by  t^e  law  of  the  doraicil  of  origin,  or  by  that  of  the  domicil  of 
the  counlract.**    See  Barrera  v.  Alpuepte,  6  N,  S.  69. 

The  original  of  the  doctrine  here  held  in  Saul  e.  His  Creditors,  is  found  in  Portke, 
J.*8  decree,  in  Baldwin  e«  Grpy,  4  N,  S(.  193,  (referred  to  in  the  text,)  and  it  is  justified 
solely  on  the  ground  of  the  expediency  of  yielding  to  the  paramount  obligation  of  the 
lex  loci  corUraciiLs.  This  seems  to  have  been  Judge  Porter's  uniform  opinion,  and  with 
this  key  a  perfect  harmony  is  established  between  his  two  supposed  cases: — a  New  York 
major  of  23,  contracts  in  Spain,  his  contract  docs  not  bind  him;  a  Spanish  minor  of  33| 
contracts  in  New  York,  his  contract  binds  him;  in  each,  the  loeu4  eotUraetiU  fomisbea 
the  rule.  It  is  admitted  that  in  3  Martin^  70,  (the  elopement  case,)  a  difierent  doctritie 
was  thrown  out,  and  in  Depau  o.  Humphreys,  8  JV.  &  30,  Martin,  J.,  enumerates  among 
the  deplorable  consequences  of  a  principle  which  he  is  combating,  that  by  analogy,  **  the 
minor  who  cannot  bind  himself  at  home,  might  do  so,  if  he  engages  to  pay  in  another 
country.**  This  latter,  however,  is  not  precisely  the  case  of  a  minor  in  one  coantry 
transibrring  himself  to  another,  hut  oidy  of  a  minor  attempting  to  avail  himself  con* 
tftmctively  of  the  law  d4$tinaUt  eoluHonUt  so  as  to  evade  the  disability  imposed  on  hio^ 
by  his  own  country* 
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'  From  the  various  definitions  already  cited,  it  may  be  easily  sop- 
posed,  that  a  vast  diversity  of  opinion  existed  in  their  application  to 
the  contract  of  marriage.  Both  in  France  and  Holland,  it  has  been 
a  subject  of  great  contention.  The  courts  and  parliaments,  of  dif- 
ferent provinces,  have  decided  it  differently;  some  of  them  consider- 
ing the  law  which  regulates  the  rights  of  parties  in  the  conntry  where 
the  marriage  takes  place  as  real:  some  as  personal. 

An  examination  of  the  different  treatises  on  this  subject  has  con- 
vinced us,  that  the  greater  number  of  the  lawyers  of  those  countries, 
are  of  opinion,  that  in  settling  the  rights  of  husbatod  and  wife,  on  the 
dissolution  of  the  marriage,  to  the  property  acquired,  the  law  of  the 
place  where  it  was  contracted,  and  not  that  where  it  was  dissolved, 
must  be  the  guide.  Such  was  the  jurisprudence  of  the  parliament  of 
Paris.  It  was  the  opinion  of  Dumoulin,  of  Boullenois,  of  Roden- 
burgh,  of  Le  Brun,  of  Froland,  of  Bouhier,  of  Stockmans,  of  Pothier, 
and  it  is  that  of  Merlin.  On  the  other  side  are  found,  D'Argentre, 
Cravette,  Everard,  Vandermeulen,  the  pariiament  of  Rouen,  Uie  Su- 
preme Court  of  Brabant  and  that  of  Metz. 

But  it  is  evident,  the  opinions  of  the  larger  part  of  those  who  think 
that  on  the  dissolution  of  the  marriage,  the  law  of  the  place  where  it 
was  contracted  should  regulate  the  rights  of  the  spouses  to  the  pro- 
perty possessed  by  them,  is  founded  on  an  idea  which  first  originated 
with  Dumoulin,  that  where  the  parties  marry  without  an  express 
contract,  they  must  be  presumed  to  contract  in  relation  to  the  law  of 
the  country  where  the  marriage  took  place,  and  that  this  tacit  con- 
tract follows  them  wherever  they  go. 

'  It  is  particularly  worthy  of  remark,  that  Dumoulin,  the  founder  of 
this  system,  was  of  opinion,  that  the  statute  regulating  the  commnnity 
was  real,  and  that  it  was  to  escape  from  the  consequences  of  this 
opinion  he  supposed  a  tacit  contract,  which,  like  an  express  one,  (bl- 
lowed  the  parties  wherever  they  "went.  Such,  at  least,  was  the 
opinion  which  Boullenois  entertained  of  Dumoulin's  sentiments:  and 
it  appears  supported  by  quotations  which  he  makes  from  his  works. 
Boullenois,  TraU6  de  Personaliie  et  de  Realite  dca  Lois.  Obs.  29, 
p.  740,  757,  758. 

Some  of  those  who  have  adopted  the  conclusions  of  Dumoulin  in 
regard  to  the  marriage  contract,  treat  the  idea  of  a  tacit  agreement 
as  one  which  exists  in  the  imagination  alone.  But  the  greater  num- 
ber seem  to  have  embraced  it;  and  we  are  satisfied  it  is  the  main 
ground  on  which  the  doctrine  now  rests  in  France.  So  far,  there- 
fore, as  great  names  can  give  weight  to  any  opinion,  it  comes  to  us 
in  a  most  imposing  shape,  but  to  our  judgment  it  is  quite  unsatisfac- 
tory. 

Admitting  it  for  a  moment  to  be  true,  that  when  parties  married 
there  was  a  tacit  contract  between  them  to  the  eflfect  that  their  rights 
to  property  subsequently  acquired,  should  be  governed  by  the  laws 
of  the  country  where  the  marriage  took  place:  that  tacit  agreement 
would  still  be  controlled  by  the  positive  laws  of  any  country  into 
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i^rhich  they  might  rerpove.  This  is  admitt^  by  Dumoulin  him^li^ 
who,  after  treating  of  thq  tacit  agreemenr,  and  stating  thatthe  statute 
is  not  legal  but  Qonventional,  Sf^tularium  proprie  non  eai  nee  let 
galcy  sed  conventitium,  adds,  such  tacit  convention  cannot  have  thia 
effect  in  another  plape,  where  there  exists  a  contrary  statute,  which 
ia  absohite  and  prohibitive,  aliqs  si  sia/ulum  esset  ahplutum  ef 
prohihiioriiimj  non  obslaniibuspaciis  fuctis  v}  conirariun^:  tnn^ 
non  haberei  locum  ultra  fines  sui  territoriii  Dumoulii^  on""  thq 
first  book  of  the  Code,  verbo  Cont^.  de  staL  el  cpnsuel  Iqc.  Froland^ 
AUmoires  sur  les  StatutSj  chap.  4^  63. 

If:  such  be  the  consequence  wherne  the  statute  is  prohibitive,  we  do 
not  see  why  the  same  result  8houl4>  not  follow  from  a  real  statute^ 
which  regulates^  things  within  the  limits  of  the  country  where  it  i9 
ia  force.  The  reason  for  both  is  the  same,  naniely,  that  the  laws  of 
the  country  where  the  contract  is  sought  to  be  enforced,  are  opposed 
to  it.  Why  the  one  should  have  effect,  and  the  other  should  not,  we 
pro&ss  to  be  unable  to  distinguish.  It  may  be  a  question  whether 
the  statute  is  real  or  not,  but  the  moment  it  is  admitted  to  he  so,  it 
regulates  all  property  acquired  withitj  its  authority,  then,  according 
to  the  principles  of  Dumoulip,  the  tacit  agreemerit  can  no  more  con* 
trol  it,  than  it  could  the  law  which  positively  fprbadjB  such  tacit 
agreement  from  having  effect.  So  that  even  admitting  thi?  tacit 
agr/eement,  we  are  brought  back  to  the  point  from  which  we  started; 
that  is,  whether  the  law  regulating  the  right  of  hysband  apd  wifp,  be 
real,  or  personal? 

But  without  agreeing  with  those,  who  h^ve  treated  the  idea  oC 
Dumoulin  as  one  purely  of  the  imagina^op,  we  think  that  he  gives 
to  this  tacit  consent  a  m^ich  au>re  extended  effect  thfin  it  is  entitled 
to.  In  supposing  that  when  parties  n^a^ry,  they  intend  the  laws  of 
th^  place  Where  the  contrai:^  is  m&de,  should  govern  ttiem  wherever 
^y  go»  he  begs  the  question;  and  the  first  thing  to  be  settled  is^ 
whether  these  laws  do  govern  them  wherever  they  go. 

We  are  npw  treating,  let  it  be  remembered,  of  a  case  such  as  that 
before  us,  where  there  is  po  express  contract,  and  the  argument  is, 
that  the  parties  not  having  entered  into  an  express  agreement,  the. 
presumption  must  be,  they  intended  their  rights  to  property  should  be 
governed  by  the  laws  of  the  qountry  where  they  married.  This  ia 
admitted.  But  then  this  presumption,  as  to  their  agreement,  cannot 
be  extended  so  as  to  give  a  greater  effect  to  those  laws  than  they 
really  had.  If  it  be  true  those  l^ws  had  no  effect  beyond  the  limits, 
of  the  state  where  they  wer^  passed: — then  it  c^npot  be  true  to  sup- 
pose,  the  parties  intended  they  should  have  effect  beyond  them. 
The  extent  of  the  tacit  agreement  depends  on  the  extent  of  the  law* 
If  it  had  no  force  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  power  by  which  it 
was  enacted;  if  it  was  real,  and  not  personal,  the  tacit  copi^ent  of  the 
parties  cannot  turn  it  into  a  personal  statute.  They  have  not  said 
so;  and  they  are  presumed  to  have  contracted  in  relation  to  the  law, 
such  as  it  was^  to  have  known  its  limitations,  as  well  as  its  nature^ 
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and  to  have  had  the  one  as  much  in  view  as  the  other.  If  the  lav 
of  Virginia  should  have  been,  that  for  twenty  years,  the  acquisitions 
made  by  the  parties  belonged  to  one  of  them,  and  they  married 
without  an  express  stipulation  to  the  contrary,  they  would  be  pre- 
sumed to  have  contracted  in  reference  to  this  limitation  of  time.  If, 
on  the  contrary,  the  law  is  limited  as  to  place,  the  tacit  agreement 
which  is  founded  on  a  supposed  consent  (hat  the  law  should  govern 
them,  must  be  considered  to  have  that  limitation  in  view.  In  one 
word,  the  parties  are  presumed  to  have  agreed,  that  the  law  should 
bind  them  as  far  as  that  law  extended,  but  no  further.  So  that  this 
doctrine  brings  us  back  again  to  the  inquiry,  was  the  statute  real  or 
personal?  Did  it  extend  beyond  the  limits  of  the  country  where  the 
marriage  took  place,  or  did  it  not? — Whichever  it  may  be  foimd  to 
be,  the  parties  must  be  supposed  to  have  contracted.  In  the  absence 
of  any  thing  expressed  to  the  contrary,  we  can  not  presume  they 
intended  to  enlarge  or  restrain  the  operation  of  the  law. 

The  most  familiar  way  of  treating  this  idea,  of  tacit  contracts,  being 
made  in  relation  to  the  laws  of  the  country  where  they  are  entered 
into,  is  to  say,  that  the  agreement  is  to  be  construed  the  same  way, 
as  if  those  laws  were  inserted  in  the  contract.  Now,  supposing  par- 
ties to  marry  in  Louisiana,  and  that  our  statute,  providing  for  the 
community  of  acquests  and  gains,  is  real  and  not  personal;  that  it 
divides  the  property,  acquired  while  in  this  state,  equally  between 
the  husband  and  wife,  but  does  not  regulate  that  which  they  gain  in 
another  country  to  which  they  remove;  the  insertion  of  this  law  in  a 
contract,  would  be  nothing  more  than  a  declaration,  that  while 
residing  within  this  state,  there  should  be  a  community  of  acquests  and 
gains.  An  agreement,  such  as  this,  could  not  have  the  same  force 
as  an  express  one,  by  which  the  parties  declared,  there  should  be  a 
community  of  acquests  and  gains,  wherever  they  went:  for  the  one 
has  no  limitation  as  to  place,  and  the  other  has.  The  maxim,  there- 
fore, which  was  so  much  pressed  on  us  in  argument,  taciti  ei 
expressi  eadem  vis,  is  only  true,  where  the  law,  to  whidi  the  tacit 
agreement  refers,  contains  the  same  provisions  as  the  written  con- 
tract. 

It  was  evidently  on  this  distinction  the  cases  of  Murphy  v.  Mur- 
phy, 5  Marf.  83;  and  Gale  v.  Davis'  Heirs,  4  Mart,  645,  were 
differently  decided  in  this  court.  In  the  former,  there  was  an  express 
contract,  that  there  should  be  a  community  of  acquests  and  gains 
between  the  parties,  even  though  they  should  reside  in  countries 
where  different  laws  might  prevail.  In  the  latter,  there  was  no 
express  agreement;  and  the  parties  were  not  presumed  to  have  made 
a  tacit  one,  contrary  to  the  law  of  the  place  where  they  married. 
They  were  not  supposed  to  have  agreed,  that  a  real  statute,  which 
governed  them  only  while  there,  was  to  follow  them  as  a  personal 
one,  and  regulate  their  property  in  another  state.  If  principles  so 
plain,  required  any  authority,  we  would  find  it  in  the  very  author, 
on  whom  the  appellants  principally  rely.     Dumoulin,  after  slating 
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that  the  lacit  contract  will  be  controlled  by  a  law  that  is  contrary  to 
it,  in  the  country  where  the  marriage  is  dissolved,  adds:  that  it  will 
be  different,  where  the  agreement  is  express.  Nisi  expresse  de  taii 
lucro  convenlium  /uissetj  quia  pactio  bene  extendilxtr  ubigue,  sed 
non  statutum  mere.  Froiandy  Memoires  sur  ies  StaiutSy  cap,  4j 
p.  63. 

Having  thus  stated  the  reasons  why  this  doctrine  of  a  tacit  con- 
tract, cannot  be  admitted  by  us  to  the  extent  pressed  by  the  counsel, 
it  only  remains  for  us  to  examine,  whether  the  law  of  the  Fvero 
was  a  real,  or  personal  statute.  We  consider  it  real.  It  appears  to 
us  to  relate  to  things,  more  than  to  persons;  to  have,  in  the  language 
of  D'Aguesseau,  the  destination  of  property  to  certain  persons,  and 
its  preservation  in  families,  in  view.  It  gives  to  the  wife  and  her 
heirs  the  one  half  of  that  which  would  otherwise  belong  to  the  hus- 
band. BouUenois,  who  rejects  Dumonlin's  idea  of  a  tacit  agreement, 
says  the  statute  which  regulates  the  community  is  a  personal  one, 
because  it  fixes  the  state  and  condition  of  the  spouses;  and  he  goes 
80  far  as  to  declare,  that  if  his  adversaries  will  not  allow  this  doctrine 
to  be  correct,  then  the  statute  is  real,  for  on  no  other  ground  can  it 
be  considered  personal.  We  think  the  state  and  condition  of  both 
husband  and  wife  are  fixed  by  the  marriage  independently  of  this  law 
in  relation  to  every  thing  but  property,  and  as  it  regulates  property 
alone,  it  is  not  a  personal  statute.  BoullenoiSy  TraiVe  des  SlatutSj 
cap,  5yobs.  29 y  p.  751;  cap.  2,  obs.  580. 

Upon  reason,  therefore,  but  still  more  clearly  on  authority,  we  think 
the  appellants  have  failed  to  make  out  their  case.  We  know  of  no 
question  better  settled  in  Spanish  jurisprudence,  and  what  is  settled 
there  can  not  be  considered  as  unsettled  here.  The  jurisprudence  of 
Spain  came  to  us  with  her  laws.  We  have  no  more  power  to  reject 
the  one,  than  the  other.  The  people  of  Louisiana  have  the  same 
right  to  have  their  cases  decided  by  that  jurisprudence,  as  the  subjects 
of  Spain  have,  except  so  far  as  the  genius  of  our  government,  or  our 
positive  legislation,  has  changed  it.  How  the  question  would  be 
decided  in  that  country,  if  an  attempt  were  made  there  on  the  autho- 
rity of  French  and  Dutch  courts,  and  lawyers,  to  make  them  abandon 
a  road  in  which  they  have  been  travelling  for  nearly  three  hundred 
years,  we  need  not  say.  The  question  is  sufficiently  answered  by  the 
uufo  already  cited:  in  which  the  adoption  of  the  opinions  of  foreign 
Jurists,  in  opposition  to  those  of  Spain,  is  reprobated,  and  forbidden. 

We  conclude,  therefore,  that  a  community  of  acquests  and  gains 
did  exist  between  the  insolvent,  and  the  mother  of  the  appellees,  from 
the  time  of  their  removal  into  this  state;  and  that  the  court  below 
committed  no  error,  in  placing  them  on  the  bilan  as  privileged  credi- 
tors, for  the  amount  of  those  acquests  which  remained  in  their  father's 
possession,  at  the  dissolution  of  the  marriage. 

The  next  claim  which  is  contested,  is  that  of  Astor,  who  sets  up  a 
privilege  on  certain  shares  of  bank  stock,  which  he  avers  were  pledged 
to  him  for  the  security  of  a  loan  of  money. 
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The  pleadings  in  this  ca^  need  not  be  set  outf  Hie  question  pre- 
sented by  them  is,  whether  the  plaintiff  has  a  right  to  be  paid  in  pre- 
ference to  the  other  creditors,  out  of  the  proceeds  of  seven  hundred 
and  fifty-one  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Orleans, 
pledged  to  him  by  an  act  passed  before  a  notary  public,  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  in  security  for  the  sum  of  sixty-four  thousand  dollara  lent 
to  the  insolvent  ^nd  Benjamin  Morgan. 

The  instrument  of  writing,  on  which  this  piefereiice  is  ciaim^ 

was  executed  iq  New  York,  on  the of  November,  1S82,  and  is  in 

form  a  sotis  seing  privi.  To  the  execution  of  it  there  i?  one  witneai, 
George  D.  Cooper,  who,  we  presume,  is  the  same  person  who  afiei^ 
wards  received  an  ackno^rl^ment  of  it  as  notary  public. 

This  acknowledgment  is  in  the  following  ^word^: — ^'  State  and  dly 
of  New  York,  ss,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  November,  1882,  before  m$ 
George  D.  Cooper,  notary  public  for  the  city  and  state  of  New  York^ 
duly  commissioned  and  sworn,  dwelling  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
personally  appeared  Joseph  Saul,  and  executed  the  within  instnir 
ment  of  writing  as  his  act  and  deed,  and  as  the  act  and  deed  of  the 
within  named  Bejyamin  A^rgan  by  virtue  of  a  power  of  substitution 
from  C.  Price  and  MorgWy  attorneys  in  feet  for  the  said  Benjamin 
Morgan.'' 

Our  Code  provides,  ^<  That  the  property  of  the  debtor  is  the  com- 
mon pledge  of  his  creditors,  and  the  proceeds  of  its  sale  must  be  dis- 
tributed among  them  rateably,  unless  there  exists  among  the  creditors 
some  lawful  causQ  of  preference.''    Civil  Code,  468,  art  67. 

^'These  lawful  causes  of  preference  result  from  privileges  and  mort* 
gages."     Civil  Code,  Ibid, 

'^  Among  the  privileges  on  movables,  the  debt  on  the  pledge  which 
is  in  the  creditor's  possession,  is  placed  in  the  third  rank."  Civil 
Code,  469,  art  74,  No,  3, 

Our  inquiry  tlien  i^,  has  that  ^Mawful  cause  of  preference  beea 
^tablished  here  ?" 

The  authority  alcea^y  quoted,  has  provided  for  the  manner  in 
which  that  arising  from  a  pledge  shall  be  created. 

<<  The  pledge  is  a  Qoptra(Ct  by  which  a  debtor  gives  something  to 
his  creditor,  as  Sb  security  for  his  debt."  Civil  Code,  446,  art  1. 

^^The  pow^r  iny^ts  the  creditor  with  the  right  of  causing  bis  debt 
to  be  satisfied  out  of  the  movable  thing  which  is  given  as  a  pledge, 
by  privilege  and  preference  to  the  other  creditors."    Ibid.  446,  art  5. 

^  This  privile^  s}iaU  take  place  against  third  persons  only,  in  case 
the  power  is  proved  by  an  act  made  either  in  public  form,  or  under 
private  signature,  provided  that,  in  this  last  case,  it  should  be  duly 
registered  in  the  o^ce  of  a  notary  public,  at  a  time  not  suspicious." 
J6i(/.  art  6. 

«<  The  privilege  mentioned  in  the  preceding  article  is  established, 
\(rilh  respect  to  incorporeal  movable  things,  as  movable  credits  only 
l^y  an  autUeutia  act,,  or  by  eMi  act  under  private  ^gnature  received  as 
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aforesaid,  and  notified  to  the  debtor  of  the  credits  given  in  pledge/' 
Ibid.  art.  7, 

It  is  contended  on  the  part  of  the  appellees,  that  the  third  persons, 
mentioned  in  the  provisions  of  our  Code,  are  not  the  chirographic 
creditors  of  the  insolvent. 

The  appellants  urge,  that  by  the  French  text  of  the  law,  all  credi- 
tors are  embraced.  The  language  used  in  it  is, "  Ce privilege  n^aura 
Keu  q^autant  que  le  nanlissement  est  prouve^  fyc.  The  expression, 
third  persons,  not  being  contained  in  this  enactment,  they  contend 
any  one  may  object  to  the  want  of  the  formalities  by  which  the  privi- 
lege is  established. 

At  the  period  at  which  our  late  Civil  Code  was  adopted,  the  laws 
of  this  country  were  passed  in  both  the  French  and  English  languages, 
and  the  act  of  the  legislature  which  gave  that  work  the  force  of  a  law, 
directed,  that  in  case  any  obscurity  or  ambiguity  should  be  found  in 
its  provisions,  the  English  and  French  texts  should  be  consulted,  and 
mutually  serve  to  the  interpretation  of  each  other. — Acts  of  1808, 
cap.  29,  sect.  5. 

In  applying  the  rule  of  construction,  here  established,  to  the  cases 
contemplated  by  it,  this  court  has  held,  that  when  ever  the  expres- 
sions used  in  the  different  texts,  could  be  reconciled  and  made  to  har- 
monise with  each  other,  it  was  our  duty  so  to  interpret  them.  But  that 
where  they  could  not,  such  construction  should  be  adopted,  as  would 
give  effect  to  both.    2  N.  S.  585. 

Thus  in  the  case  of  Touro  v.  Cushing,  where  the  texts  presented 
two  distinct  ideas  to  the  mind,  we  thought  a  compliance  with  either 
sufficient,  on  the  part  of  him  who  claimed  the  benefit  of  the  law; 
otherwise,  as  was  there  said,  the  statute  would  be  a  decoy y  instead 
of  a  deacon.     1  N.  S.  425. 

And  in  that  of  Chretien  v.  Theard,  when  the  difficulty  arose  on  an 
enactment  which  made  adonne  an  vol  in  the  French  text,  a  ground 
of  redhibilion,  and  in  the  English,  restricted  it  to  robbery;  we  held 
that  it  was  our  duty  to  take  the  language  in  its  most  enlarged  sense; 
because,  in  doing  so,  we  gave  full  effect  to  both  clauses.  2  N.  S. 
582. 

So,  here,  if  the  expressions  **  shall  take  place  against  third  persons,'' 
used  in  the  English  part  of  the  law,  limited  the  right  of  opposition  to 
a  particular  class  of  creditors;  the  language  in  the  French,  which  de- 
clared generally,  that  it  should  not  take  place,  {n*aura  lieu)  would 
control  them;  because,  by  this  interpretation  we  give  effect  to  both. 

But  there  is,  in  truth,  no  difference  in  the  sense  conveyed  by  the 
two  texts.  The  words,  third  persons  ^  in  the  English,  must  mean  all 
the  creditors,  or  they  mean  no  person.  In  relation  to  a  sale  of  im- 
movable property,  these  words  have  been  construed  to  mean,  those 
who  had  obtained  a  privilege  or  mortgage  on  it;  but  in  respect  to 
movables  given  in  pledge,  a  delivery  is  the  very  essence  of  the  con- 
tract, and  two  persons  cannot  acquire  a  privilege  on  them.  If,  there- 
fore, chirographic  creditors  could  not  object  to  the  want  of  the  for- 
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nudities  m^c^Maiy  to  giire  a  preference  against  third  persons,  the 
whole  provision  would  be  without  effect. 

The  appellants  contend,  that  the  instrument  by  which  this  pledge 
ivas  created,  is  not  an  authentic  apt;  that  it  has  no  more  authenticity 
here  than  a  sous  seing  priviy  hud  that  it  was  recorded  at  a  suspicious 
tune. 

It  becomes^  therefore,  naof  ssary  to  inquire  what  kind  of  act  is  meant 
by  the  Code.  In  the  sixth  article  of  the  title,  in  relation  to  pledge, 
(which  has  been  already  cited)  it  is  required,  that  the  pledge  shoidd 
be  proved  by  an  act  in  public  form.  This  is  rendered  in  the  French 
text,  by  the  words  acie  authentique.  In  the  seventh,  which  relates 
to  the  ^>ecies  of  pledge  on  which  this  contract  has  arisen,  the  English 
part  of  the  law  declares,  it  must  be  shown  by  an  auihcniic  acL 
This  is  given  in  the  French,  by  the  expression,  acle  public. 

In  regard  to  the  alleged  inconsistency,  in  the  6th  article,  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  inferior  consideration,  for  the  act  there  spoken  of  is  in  relation 
to  pledges  other  than  that  now  before  the  court,  but  we  apprehend 
none  such  really  exists.  The  interpretation  attempted  to  be  given 
to  tlie  words,  in  public  form,  would  introduce  a  kind  of  act  unknown 
to  our  law,  which  requires  but  two;  those  which  make  proof  by 
themselves,  and  those  which  do  not:  The  former  are  called  au- 
thentic— the  latter,  sous  seitig  privL  If  every  act  to  which  a  publio 
form  was  given,  became  authentic,  without  witnesses,  and  without 
the  signature  of  a  public  officer,  then  there  would,  in  reality  be  no 
difference  between  such  an  instrument,  and  one  under  private  signa- 
ture; and  tlie  law  would  be  made  to  mean  nothing,  when  it  directs^ 
that  pledges  shall  be  evidenced  by  an  act  either  in  public  form,  or  by 
private  signature,  duly  registered* 

This  inquiry  is,  however,  of  inferior  importance;  because  the  ar- 
ticle of  the  Code,  in  relation  to  pledges  of  incorporeal  things,  directs, 
that  they  must  be  proved  by  a  public  act;  and  what  such  act  is  the 
Code  itself  defines.    Civil  Code,  304,  317. 

But  it  is  said  the  French  text,  uses  the  words  public  act  Now, 
we  understand  this  to  be  the  same  thing  as  authentic  act.  The  lat- 
ter, according  to  the  article  in  the  Code  first  cited,  is  that  *<  which  has 
been  recorded  by  public  officers,  having  power  to  record  public  acts 
in  the  place  where  the  act  has  been  drawn  up,  and  with  the  requisite 
solemnities."  When  we  inquire  from  the  same  authority,  for  the 
definition  of  a  public  act,  we  do  not  find  any  given  of  it.  We  are, 
therefore,  forced  to  have  recourse  to  the  laws  that  governed  us  pre- 
vious to  the  passage  of  that  work;  and  the  definition  given  by  them, 
is  precisely  that  of  an  authentic  act  in  our  own  legislation:  Ptr  in^ 
sJrumenio  publico^  se  enliende  el  que  esta  hecho  par  persona  en 
quien  reside  antoridad pub/ica.con  lodas  las  solemnidades prescrip' 
las  par  derechOj  para  su  va/idifion  y  Jirmeza,  Febrero^p.  2,  lit^ 
3,  cap,  I,  seci.  7,  no,  352. 

The  appellants  contend,  this  is  not  a  public  act,  because  notaries 
public  in  New  York  have  no  authority  by  the  laws  of  that  state,  to 
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pa^  or  record  contracts  sach  as  that  presented  by  the  plaintiff.  To 
this  objection,  We  think  the  appellee  has  conclusively  answered,  that 
as  the  laMTs  of  that  state  have  not  been  produced  or  shown  to  this 
court,  we  must  presume  in  this  case,  as  we  have  done  in  several 
others,  that  they  are  similar  to  our  own;  and  that,  consequently,  the 
act  was  executed  before  an  officer  duly  authorised  to  receive  it, 
because  such  officers  have  authority  to  do  so  in  Louisiana. 

Bat  this  argument  returns  with  fatal  effect  upon  the  appellee, 
when  we  proceed  to  examine  the  act  produced;  for  we  cannot  refuse 
to  the  appellants  the  safne  presumption  of  similarity  of  laws  which 
we  extend  to  their  adversary.  The  instrument  by  which  the  pledge 
is  evidenced,  would  not  be  an  authentic  act  in  our  state.  It  would 
be  nothing  moi^e  than  one  3ou^  seing  privi — by  private  signature: 
for  it  wants  the  number  of  witnesses  essential  to  the  former  by  our 
law.  It  is  difficult,  indeed,  to  say  what  it  Was  intended  to  be  when 
first  made.  It  has  the  form  of  a  private  act;  is  without  date,  and 
is  signed  by  the  parties,  and  th6  notary  as  a  witness.  Afterwards^ 
this  notary,  who  was  sole  witr>es6,  declares  that  the  parties  appeared 
before  him  in  his  official  caparcity,  and  executed  it;  and  he  signs  ilm 
declaration  without  any  wi^nteses. 

Such  an  instfument,  if  executed  within  tiiis  state,  would  neither  be 
an  atitheritio,nor  public  act;  nor  eould  it  be  considered  as  duly  record- 
ed. Two  witnesses  are  indispensable;  and  the  instrument  must 
either  be  duly  recorded,  or  be  an  authentic  act,  to  enable  the  partjr 
claimhig  undier  it  to  obtain  a  preference.  The  commands  of  the  le- 
gislatsMTC  on  tbis  head,  are  not  only  positive,  l)ut  prohibitive.  Th^ 
take  away  all  discretion  from  the  court.  It  is  only  when  another  of 
these  exist,  that  a  preference  is  created  by  the  pledge  of  incorporeal 
things. 

ft  was,  most  probably,  fr&th  a  xionvictian  of  tbe  law  being  so,  that 
the  atppeHee  ca!used  the  instmment  to  be  recorded  in  this  state.  This 
i^cording  was  made  in  due  form;  but  the  appettants  insist  it  was  not 
jnade  at  a  >prciper  tiiM. 

Our  Code,  after  dtecl^infg  th«t  acts  under  private  signature,  duly 
registered,  are  sufficienttoestabli^  a  preference  on  the  thing  pledged, 
adds,  as  a  condition;  provided  ubis  recording  is  made  at  a  period  not 
suspicious. 

We  are  now  called  on,  for  the  first  time,  toaffibc  a  meaning  to  these 
words,  not  suspicious;  and  some  little  difficulty  is  created  by  the  in- 
definite terms  ni  which  the  prohibition  is  couched.  It  was  clearly^ 
however,  the  intention  of  tlve  legislature,  to  indicate  some  period  nitm 
which  the  instrmnent  eould  not  be  registered;  and  ift  is  equally  deaor, 
the  interests  of  the  parties  to  the  contract  were  not  the  cause  of  this 
enactmervt.  The  expressione  therefore  must  be  construed  in  rektion 
to  those,  whom  it  was  evidently  the  intenftion  of  the  law  to  pi^tect; 
persons  who  might  have  an  interest  in  preventing  privileges  or  pre- 
ftflrenees  being  obtaii^ed  on  the  esfote  of  their  debtor. 

Asy  therefbre,  the  object  of  the  law  was  to  prevent  those,  who  had 
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not,  previous  to  the  time  prohibited,  obtained  a  privilege,  from  obtain- 
ing one  by  their  own  act,  we  know  of  no  other  rule  to  adopt  tbaa 
tiiis: — that,  at  whatever  period  the  debtor  could  not  give  a  preference 
to  any  of  his  creditors  by  an  act  of  his,  the  creditor  can  not,  in  relation 
to  this  contract,  acquire  one  by  having  an  instrument  which  gave 
him  noue,  recorded.  We  must  either  adopt  this  conclusion,  or  say 
the  law  has  no  meaning  whatever;  which  would  be  contrary  to  any 
rule  that  governs  courts  in  the  interpretation  of  statutes:  it  being  their 
duty,  if  possible,  to  give  the  statutes  effect,  and  not  to  consider  it  made 
for  no  purpose.  The  meaning  attached  by  the  appellee  to  these 
expressions,  would  enable  the  creditor  to  enregister  his  act,  one  hour 
before  the  insolvent  filed  his  bilan;  but  this,  we  are  satisfied,  would 
be  defeating  the  clear  and  evident  intention  of  the  legislature,  and 
render  the  enactment  useless.    Lex  neminem  cogii  ad  vana. 

Applying  these  principles  to  this  case,  we  think  the  recording  was 
made,  to  use  the  language  of  our  law,  at  a  suspicious  time.  It  was 
enregistered  on  the  31st  January,  1826,  in  a  notary's  office  in  this  city. 
It  makes  a  part  of  the  admissions  of  the  parties  on  record,  that  nearly 
two  months  previous  to  this  recording,  the  insolvent  had  made  appli- 
cation to  the  banks  for  time  to  pay  his  debts;  declaring  his  inability  to 
comply  with  his  engagements — that  the  request  had  been  refused — 
that  suits  had  been  commenced  against  him  before  the  act  had  been 
enregistered;  and  that,  he  shortly  after  claimed  the  benefit  of  a  ce^sio 
bonorum. 

Repeated  decisions  of  this  court,  founded  on  the  laws  of  Spain, 
have  settled,  that  a  preference  cannot  be  given  by  a  debtor  to  one  of 
his  creditors,  in  what  is  called  (tempo  inhabil.  That,  when  there 
exists  an  inability  to  pay  debts,  and  a  cession  of  property  follows  soon 
after,  the  debtor  can  not  make  any  change  in  the  rights  of  his  credi- 
tors; that,  actual  is  the  same  as  declared  insolvency.  In  this  case  we 
are  satisfied  that  at  the  time  the  act  was  recorded,  Saul  could  not 
have  given  a  preference  to  any  of  the  persons  to  whom  be  was 
indebted;  and  we  conclude,  the  creditor  could  not  acquire  one  by  his 
own  act     3  Martiriy  270;  4  Ibid.  238;  2  K  S.  61. 

It  was  ui^ed  on  the  court,  that  there  was  an  acknowledgment  on 
record,  that  the  instrument  was  execntod  in  New  York;  and  that  this 
must  be  understood  to  mean  the  act  was  executed  according  to  the 
laws  of  New  York.  But  we  are  clearly  of  opinion,  that  no  such 
inference  can  be  made  from  this  fact.  The  admission  of  the  execu- 
tion of  an  act,  in  our  understanding,  means  nothing  more  than  that  the 
instrument  was  signed  according  to  its  purport,  and  dispenses  with 
any  proof.  But  it  proves  nothing  more.  There  are  many  acts  made 
and  executed  contrary  to  law  in  every  country.  It  is  also  plain  to  us, 
that  the  admission  was  not  contemplated  to  have  this  effect  at  the 
time  it  was  made.  If  such  had  been  the  meaning  of  the  parties,  it 
was  unnecessary  for  the  appellee  to  have  followed  it  np  in  the  state- 
ment, by  obtaining  another  admission  from  the  appellants — that 
Cooper  who  signed  it,  was  a  notary  public  in  the  state  of  New  York, 
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and  that  the  attorney  in  fact  who  executed  it,  was  duly  authorised 
so  to  do. 

It  was  also  contended,  that  this  case  came  within  the  principle  on 
which  this  court  has  decided,  that  an  act  of  sale  of  immovable  pro- 
perty sous  seingpriv6y  followed  by  delivery,  was  good  against  credi- 
tors, unless  they  were  injured  by  it.  But  the  cases  are  quite  dissi- 
milar. In  respect  to  the  latter,  our  Code  declares  that  the  sale  by 
private  signature,  passes  the  property  to  the  buyer.  It  does  not,  of 
cour^'e,  make  a  part  of  that  which  is  transferred  by  the  insolvent 
debtor  to  his  creditors.  When  they  came  forward,  therefore,  to  take 
it  from  the  purchaser,  they  came  to  assert  a  right  given  by  positive 
law  alone;  and  it  was  held  that  our  legislation  did  not  authorise  this 
claim,  unless  they  had  been  injured  by  the  transaction.  But  in  this 
case,  no  ground  can  be  found  on  which  the  court  could  take  that  posi- 
tion. The  contract  of  the  pledge  did  not  transfer  the  property.  It 
passed  by  the  cession  from  the  debtor  to  his  creditors,  and  made  a 
part  of  the  effects  surrendered  to  them;  and  it  is  the  appellee  who 
claims  a  preference  on  it.  The  appellants  meet  this,  by  presenting 
against  the  demand,  a  textual  provision  of  our  law  which  declares, 
that  the  property  of  the  debtor  is  the  common  fund  of  his  creditors, 
and  that  it  must  be  divided  r^leably,  unless  there  exists  among  them 
some  lawful  cause  of  preference.  They  show  another,  which  declares 
that  this  lawful  cause  of  preference  on  a  pledge,  must  be  established 
by  an  authentic  act — or  one  under  private  signature,  duly  registered 
at  a  time  not  suspicious.  This  act,  for  the  reason  given,  is  neither 
authentic,  nor  one  sous  seing  privS  duly  recorded.  Our  judgment, 
therefore,  must  repeat  the  language  of  the  law,  and  direct  the  pro- 
perty to  be  divided  rateably  among  the  creditors. 

The  third  case,  that  of  Brown  &  Son,  comes  entirely  within  the  ^ 
principles  of  law  just  applied  to  that  of  Astor,  and  must  receive  a 
similar  judgment. 

It  is  therefore  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  thiat  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court,  so  far  as  it  respects  the  claim  of  the  children  of 
Joseph  Saul  the  insolvent,  be  affirmed  with  costs;  and  so  far  as  the 
same  confers  a  privilege  on  J.  J.  Astor,  and  A.  Brown  &  Son,  and 
directs  them  to  be  paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of  bank  stock  to  them 
pledged,  that  it  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed:  and  that  they  pay 
costs  in  this  court. 

Chymes  and  Hennerij  for  Astor. 

Mazureau  and  Rawlty  for  Saul  tt  aL 

MorsCy  for  Brown. 

Eustis  and  Liver more^  for  the  appellants. 
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Butier  V.  Her  Creditors*    V,  N.  S.  624. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

The  liability  of  a  tutor  is  not  afiected  by  his  neglect  to  give  bond 
and  security,  this  would  be  taking  advantage  of  his  own  wrong. 


Purdy  et  al.  v.  Hood  et  al.    V,  N.  S.  626. 

A  perwm  who  ii  a  partner  of  the  defcDdant,  in  a  particular  adTentore,  for  which  he  has 
adfanced  the  fbnda,  will  hare  a  preference,  oo  the  object  of  each  adventure,  o? er  attacbinf 
creditor!  of  defendant 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

Mathbws,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 
This  suit  was  commenced  by  attachment;  and  merchandise  in  the 
possession  of  Lockhart  &  Arrott,  merchants  in  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  was  seized,  which  had  been  consigned  to  them  by  the 
defendants  from  Philadelphia.  The  cause,  as  shown  by  the  record, 
was  first  heard  and  determined  between  the  original  parties,  and 
judgment  rendered  in  &vor  of  the  plaintiffs  for  the  sum  by  them 
claimed;  and  afterwards  examined  and  adjudged  in  relation  to  the 
claim  of  the  intervening  parties,  which  was  sustained  by  the  judg- 
ment of  the  court  below:  and  the  plaintifis  appealed. 

The  persons  who  intervened  in  the  cause,  claim  as  partners  with 
the  defendants,  having  an  equal  and  common  right  to  the  property 
seized  by  virtue  of  the  writ  of  attachment,  alleging  that  they  are  credit- 
ors of  the  partnership,  in  consequence  of  having  paid  out  of  their  own 
funds  the  entire  pnce  of  the  goods  seized;  and  that  as  a  loss  was 
experienced  on  the  adventure,  nothing  remains  to  be  diared  and 
partaken  by  the  defendants.  The  testimony  of  the  case  proves  the 
facts  alleged  by  the  claimants;  but  to  this  testimony  two  bills  of 
exceptions  are  found  on  the  record,  taken  by  the  counsel  for  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


APRIL  TERM,  1827.  687 

[Purdy  etaLv,  Hood  et  al] 

plaintiffs.  First.  To  the  admissibility  of  the  evidence  of  a  witness 
taken  on  the  interrogatories  under  a  commission  issued  by  the  court  of 
the  first  instance.  Secondly.  To  the  admission  of  an  affidavit  made 
by  one  of  the  defendants  before  an  alderman  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, by  which  he  acknowledged  and  confessed  that  the  goods,  now 
in  dispute,  were  the  joint  property  of  his  firm  and  that  of  the  clai- 
mants. These  exceptions  must  be  disposed  of  before  the  legal  ques- 
tions of  the  cause  can  be  discussed.  The  first  is  based  solely  on  the 
ground  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  answer  given  by  the  witness  to  the 
fourth  cross  interrogatory.  This  interrogatory  is  divided  into  a 
variety  of  questions;  although  the  main  object  seems  to  have  been 
to  obtain  a  statement  of  the  general  accounts  as  they  existed  between 
the  claimants  and  defendants. 

The  answer  states,  that  the  joint  interest  in  the  parcel  of  goods, 
about  which  the  present  contest  exists,  is  the  only  transaction  which 
ever  took  place  between  Hood  &  Co.  and  Cohen  &  Nisbet,  aiid  that 
there  is  no  general  account  between  them. 

The  subdivisions  of  the  principal  question  have  been  explicitly 
answered;  and  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  testimony  was  properly 
admitted  in  the  court  below.  The  affidavit  of  the  defendant,  consi- 
dered as  an  extrajudicial  confession,  was  also  correctly  received  in 
evidence,  as  it  could  hot  in  any  manner  affect  the  interest  of  his  firm; 
for  it  would  be  indifferent  whether  they  are  bound  to  the  plaintiffs 
or  the  intervening  party;  any  prejudice  or  feeling  they  might  be  sup- 
posed to  have  in  favor  of  one  or  the  other  party,  ought  not  to  render 
confessions  on  their  part,  incompetent. 

The  legal  questions  which  arise  in  the  case,  may  be  considered  in 
the  following  order: — First.  Whether  the  joint  purchase  of  the  goods 
in  question,  by  Hood  &  Co.  and  Cohen  &  Nisbet,  for  the  purpose  of 
selling  them  on  a  profit,  having  relation  only  to  a  single  transaction, 
places  the  partners  concerned  in  it  on  the  footing  of  partners  in  trade, 
and  entitles  them  to  the  benefits  of  the  rules  of  law  relating  to  com- 
mercial partnerships?  Secondly.  Whether  a  copartner  who  is  creditor 
of  the  firm,  is  entitled  to  a  preference  on  the  partnership  property 
over  the  creditors  of  his  partners  individually? 

Partnership,  as  defined  by  our  Code,  as  a  synallagmatic  and  com- 
mutative contract  made  between  two  or  more  persons,  for  the  mutual 
participation  in  the  profits  which  may  accrue  from  property,  credit, 
skill  or  industry,  furnished  in  determinate  proportions  by  the  parties. 
See  the  Liouisiana  Code,  art.  2,  772.  According  to  a  definition  given 
by  Gow,  a  late  writer  on  the  subject,  in  pursuance  of  the  rules  which 
govern  it  in  England,  it  is  said  to  be  "  a  voluntary  contract  between 
two  or  more  persons,  for  joining  together  their  money,  goods,  labor 
and  skill,  or  either,  or  all  of  them,  upon  an  agreement  that  the  gain 
or  loss  shall  be  divided  proportionably  between  them;  and  having 
for  its  object  the  advancement  and  protection  of  fair  and  open  tfade.^^ 
See  his  Treatise,  p.  2. 

This  last  is  a  definition  of  a  commercial  partnership;  which,  accord- 
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ing  to  the  LoaisiaDa  Code,  is  formed  for  the  purchase  of  any  peno- 
nal  property,  and  the  sale  thereof,  &c.    See  art  3, 796. 

It  is  true,  that  a  community  of  property  does  not  of  itself  create  a 
partnership,  however  that  property  may  be  acquired,  &c.  See  the 
art  2, 777,  cited  by  appellant's  counsel.  But  when  personal  property 
is  acquired  jointly  by  two  or  more  persons,  for  the  express  purpose 
of  being  sold  on  joint  account,  with  a  view  to  gain,  it  appears  to  as 
that  a  partnership  is  created  in  relation  thereto,  and  that  the  rights 
and  claims  of  the  parties  must  he  regulated  agreeably  to  rules  apper- 
taining to  such  contracts. 

The  owners  of  property  held  in  partnership,  have  not  separately  a 
particular  interest  in  distinct  portions  of  the  common  stock,  but  pos- 
sess it  each  as  proprietor  of  his  undivided  portion,  and  of  the  whole: 
or,  as  expressed  by  writers  on  the  common  law  of  England,  in 
ancient  Norman  dialect,  each  partner  is  possessed  per  my  et  per  iout. 
See  Oow's  Treatise  on  the  Law  of  Partnership,  49.  Creditors  of  a 
partner^ip  have,  according  to  law,  a  preference  allowed  them,  on 
the  joint  property  of  the  concern,  over  creditors  of  the  individaal 
partners,  in  payment  of  debts.    Same  author,  317. 

A  partner  may  be  a  creditor  of  the  partnership  for  the  sums  which 
be  has  discharged  for  the  common  benefit,  &c.    See  Code,  art  2,835. 

In  the  present  case  it  is  shown,  that  Cohen  &  Nisbet  paid  for  the 
merchandise  out  of  their  own  funds,  which  was  purchased  jointly  for 
them  and  the  defendants  in  the  attachment,  and  thereby  becune 
creditors  of  the  partnership  to  that  amount;  and  in  relation  to  the 
joint  stock,  must  be  considered  in  the  same  situation  with  any  other 
creditors  of  the  partnership,  and  have  a  claim  on  its  funds  in  prefe- 
rence to  creditors  of  the  partners  inidvidually.  Consequently  they 
are  to  be  preferred  to  the  plaintiffs,  who  are  creditors  of  Hood  &  Co. 
.  alone.  And  as  the  evidence  shows  that  nothing  will  remain  of  the 
common  slock  after  payment  of  partnership  debts,  the  judgment  of 
Ihe  parish  court  is  correct  in  adjudging  the  fund  in  the  hands  of  the 
garnishees  to  the  intervening  party. 

In  pursusmce  of  the  expressions  of  our  attachment  law,  which  are 
very  general,  the  apparent  right  of  the  defendants  to  the  property 
seized  was,  perhaps,  sufficient  to  support  the  writ,  and  bring  the 
debtor  before  the  court,  and  judgment  was  properly  rendered  against 
them.  After  judgment  their  rights  to  the  undivided  stock  might 
have  been  sold  under  execution;  and  the  purchaser  would  then  as- 
sume the  situation  of  the  partners,  whose  interest  was  thus  sold,  so 
far  as  to  be  entitled  to  any  surplus  that  might  remain  to  them  on  a 
final  settlement  and  account,  rendered  at  the  instance  of  such  purcha- 
ser at  sheriff's  sale.  But  in  the  present  case,  the  evidence  taken  in 
consequence  of  the  intervention  of  the  copartners,  fully  establishes 
the  state  of  accounts  between  them  and  the  defendants,  as  assumed 
by  the  court  below  in  its  final  judgment,  which  we  believe  to  be  l^al 
and  equitable. 
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It  is,  therefore^  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  parish  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 
fVaits  and  Lobdellf  for  the  plaintiflfs. 
Siratobridge^  for  the  defendants. 


Henry  v.  Hyde  tt  al     V,  N,  S.  633. 

A  father  who  is  not  indebted,  may  parchaae  property  for  bb  childf  and  in  ita  name,  and 
■abseqoent  ereditora  cannot  attacli  the  act  aa  fraodolent 

FIRST  District 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  plaintiff  obtained  an  injunction  to  prevent  the  sale  of  a  lot  of 
hers,  under  a  fieri  facias  against  herfather.  The  defendants  refused  her 
application  on  averment  that  the  lot  is  her  father's  and  not  hers — that 
the  deed  under  which  she  claims,  was  made  in  fraud  of  his  creditors— 
that  she  was  a  minor  at  its  date,  and  could  not  acquire  property. 

There  was  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  which  the  defendants  unsuc- 
cessfully attempted  to  set  aside.  The  injunction  was  made  perpetual, 
and  the  defendants  appealed. 

The  defendants  having  pleaded  fraud,  were  bound  to  establish  it 
by  proof;  for  fraud  is  never  presumed.  Of  the  evidence  introduced, 
which  is  all  testimonial,  the  jury  were  the  proper  judges:  and  the 
inferior  court  has  approved  their  verdict.  Indeed,  we  cannot  see 
bow  it  could  have  been  otherwise. 

The  debt  of  the  plaintiff,  on  which  judgment  was  obtained  in  this 
court,  in  July,  1825,  4  iVi  &  51,  is  posterior  in  its  creation  to  the  date 
of  the  deed;  which  is  a  notarial  one,  and  is  not  alleged  to  be  ante- 
dated. So  that  it  does  not  appear  that,  at  that  time,  James  Henry 
had  any  creditor  to  defraud. 

If  he  owed  no  debts,  and  de  non  apparenitbus  and  non  exisienti" 
btiSf  eadem  est  lexj  he  might  well  purchase  property  for  his  minor 
child,  in  her  name. 

The  premises  were  never  the  father's  property.  If  the  deed  was 
fraudulent  and  void,  it  passed  no  property  from  the  vendor.  If  the 
fittber  acquired  any  right  by  furnishing  the  price,  he  or  his  creditor 
must  exercise  it  directly,  by  an  action.  In  Richards  v.  Wallace  el  al , 
3  N.  S.  338,  we  held,  that  if  the  sale  to  the  plaintiff  was  fraudulent, 
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salt  should  have  been  brought  to  set  it  aside.  The  sale  could  not 
be  treated  by  the  defendants  as  a  nullity,  and  the  property  sold  as  if 
no  alienation  had  taken  place. 

The  only  circumstance,  which  niight  be  of  any  weight,  in  proving 
the  fraud,  is,  that  the  price  of  the  premises  was  paid  by  the  father; 
but  of  what  weight  can  it  be,  when  there  is  not  the  least  tittle  of  evi- 
dence that  he  owed  a  farthing  at  the  date  of  the  deed,  which  is 
attacked  as  fraudulent 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Preston^  for  the  plaintiffl 

Loekeit,  for  the  defendants. 


Johnson  v.  Field.     V,  N.  S.  635. 

SECOND  District 

If  a  suit  be  brought  to  recover  slaves  which  are  named  in  the 
petition  of  the  plaintiff,  and  the  defendant  admits  that  he  is  in  pos- 
session of  slaves  as  designated  in  the  petition,  it  is  prima  facie 
evidence  the  slaves  sued  lor,  and  possessed,  are  Uie  same. 


Zacharie  v.  The  Orleans  Insurance  Company^ 
V,  N.  S.  637. 

FIRST  District 

Insurers  are  responsible  until  the  vessel  is  moored  in  good  safety 
at  the  Tfon  of  diaoharge. 
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Fatin  v.  Poydras's  Executors.     V,  N.  S.  639. 

FOURTH  District, 

Decided^  whea  the  connsel  who  had  the  principal  charge  of  the 
cause,  and  on  whom  plamtiff  placed  his  greatest  reliance  was  unable 
to  attend  from  illness,  that  this  was  a  good  reason  for  postponing  the 
trial.  The  contrary  doctrine  would  lead  to  the  most  intolerable 
hardships. 


Applegate  et  al.  v.  Morgan  tt  al.    Y,  N.  S.  642. 

Plaintiff  cumot  take  a  nooiait  afWr  general  ferdiet 

THIRD  District. 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  case  comes  before  the  court  on  an  assignment  of  errors,  appa 
rent  on  the  face  of  the  record.  In  the  court  below  the  cause  was 
submitted  to  a  jury,  who  found  a  general  verdict  for  the  defendants, 
and  after  this  veraict  was  returned  into  court,  the  plaintiffs,  by  their 
counsel,  moved  for  a  judgment  of  nonsuit,  which  was  allowed  by 
the  judge  a  quo;  and  from  this  judgment  the  defendants  appealed. 

The  error  alleged,  is  the  illegality  of  a  nonsuit,  or  discontinuance 
of  their  action  by  the  plaintiffs,  after  a  general  verdict  found  in  favor 
of  the  defendants.  That  plaintiffs  have  not  such  control  over  their 
suits  as  to  discontinue  or  claim  the  benefit  of  nonsuit  after  general 
verdicts,  is  a  principle  settled  and  established  by  the  decision  of  the 
case  cited  by  the  counsel  for  the  appellants,  from  7  Martiriy  490. 
And  the  doctrine  therein  recognised  has  not  been  altered  by  the 
Code  of  Practice. 

It  is  true  that  the  article  491  of  this  work  authorised  a  plaintiff  to 
discontinue  his  suit  at  any  stage  before  judgment;  but  this  provision 
of  law  relates  solely  to  tnals  before  the  court,  without  the  mterven- 
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tion  of  a  jury.  The  article  of  that  Code,  which  governs  the  present  case, 
is  532,  and  relates  to  a  trial  before  a  jury;  wherein  it  is  declared  that 
a  plaintiff  is  at  liberty,  on  paying  costs,  to  discontinue  his  suit  before 
the  jury  retire  to  consider  of  their  verdict — but  if  a  verdict  be  ren- 
dered, it  shall  be  binding,  &c. 

In  the  present  case,  it  does  not  appear  that  any  motion  was  made 
for  a  discontinuance  or  nonsuit  before  the  jury  Imd  withdrawn,  and 
returned  into  court  with  their  verdict. 

It  is  therefore  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment  of 
the  district  court  be  avoided,  reversed  and  annulled;  and  proceed- 
ing here  to  give  such  judgment  as,  in  our  opinion,  ought  to  have 
been  given  in  the  court  below,  it  is  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed, 
that  final  judgment  be  entered  for  the  defendants  and  appellants, 
with  costs  in  both  courts. 

Duncan^  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Saunderif  for  the  defendants. 


Saunders  v.  iDgram.     Y,  N.  S.  644. 

The  pariih  ooart  hat  jarisdictioa  of  a  claim  fi>r  300  doUara,  and  maj  five  judgment 

for  that  ram  and  intereat  flrom  judicial  demand. 
And  oT  rach  case  the  Supreme  Court  hat  juriadicUon. 

THIRD  District 

Mathbws,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

This  case  is  somewhat  peculiarly  situated.  The  suit  was  com- 
menced in  the  parish  court  of  East  Feliciana,  and  judgment  being 
there  rendered,  in  favor  of  the  defendant,  the  plaintiff  appealed  to 
the  district  court,  wherein  judgment  by  default,  was  given  against 
the  defendant,  and  afterwards  made  final;  from  which  he  appealed 
to  this  court 

The  sum  of  300  dollars  is  claimed  by  the  petitioner,  with  mterest 
&C.,  and  judgment  was  rendered  for  that  amoimt,  with  interest,  in  the 
district  court 

The  appellee  moves  to  dismiss  the  present  appeal,  in  consequence 
<rf  having  come  indirectly  from  a  parish  court,  the  jurisdiction  of 
which  does  not  extend  to  an  aiDoimt,  sufficient  io  authorise  aaappei^ 
to  the  Supreme  court:  because  the  maximum  of  jurisdiction  of  tm 
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former,  as  enacted  by  law,  does  not  equal  the  minimum,  granted  by 
the  constitution  to  the  latter. 

According  to  law,  the  jurisdiction  of  parish  courts  throughout  the 
state,  is  limited  to  personal  actions,  where  the  matter  in  dispute  shall 
not  exceed  300  dollars;  subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  district  courts, 
above  the  sum  of  100  dollars,  exclusive  of  costs,  &c.  See  2  Mart, 
pig.  222,  sect.  1,19.  Appeals  of  this  sort  are  to  be  prosecuted  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  which  are  applicable  to  those  which  might  have  been 
taken  from  the  inferior  courts  of  the  late  territorial  government,  to 
to  the  superior  court,  as  provided  for  by  the  act  of  1807.  See  1  Mart 
Dig.  436,  sect  2, 20. 

The  jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court,  as  organised  by  the  constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  the  state,  is  limited  to  civil  cases,  when  the  matter 
in  dispute  exceeds  the  sum  of  300  dollars.  From  these  provisions  of 
law,  it  appears  to  be  almost  a  self-evident  proposition,  that  the  juris- 
diction of  the  parish  courts,  and  that  of  the  Supreme  Court,  could  never 
coincide;  the  one  cannot  descend,  nor  the  other  rise,  so  as  to  meet. 
But  subsequently  to  these  laws,  our  Code  of  Practice  has  received 
the  sanction  of  legislative  authority  and  been  promulgated,  so  as  to 
govern  the  proceedings  in  the  present  case.  The  1st  article  of  this 
Code  provides,  that  when  the  jurisdiction  of  the  judge  before  whom 
a  suit  is  brought,  is  limited  to  a  certain  sum,  the  question  of  jurisdic- 
tion must  be  decided  by  the  amount  claimed,  and  not  by  the  sum 
actually  due,  not  including,  however,  the  interest  of  the  costs  which 
have  been  subsequently  incurred. 

It  is  believed  that  in  pursuance  of  a  correct  interpretation  of  this 
act,  a  parish  court  may,  in  a  case  where  300  dollars  are  claimed,  give 
judgment  for  that  amount,  and  interest  from  the  judicial  demand;  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  court,  being  thus  far  extended  by  the  provisions  of 
the  Code,  authorises  a  judgment,  in  truth,  for  more  than  300  dollars. 

No  appeal  can  be  taken  directly  to  the  Supreme  Court,  from  a  judg- 
ment rendered  in  any  of  the  parish  courts  of  the  state,  except  that 
of  New  Orleans.  But  when  the  cause  regularly  passes  by  appeal, 
through  a  district  court,  to  the  superior  court,  and  the  matter  in  dis- 
pute amounts  to  more  than  300  dollars,  as  it  does  in  the  present  case, 
by  the  addition  of  legal  interest,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  last  ap- 
peal ought  to  be  sustained. 

An  appeal  from  a  parish,  to  a  district  court,  authorises  an  exami- 
nation of  the  case  de  novoy  and  either  party  to  the  suit  may,  by  leave 
of  the  court,  amend  his  pleadinirs,  so  as  to  bring  the  merits  fairly 
before  the  appellate  tribunal.  If  no  amendments  be  made  to  the 
pleadings,  the  trial  is  to  proceed  on  them  as  they  have  been  made  in 
the  court  of  the  first  instance,  and  transmitted  on  the  record.  The 
only  addition  required,  is  an  answer  by  the  appellee,  that  there  is  no 
error  in  the  proceeding  of  the  inferior  court,  new  evidence  may  be 
given  in  the  cause,  and  so  far,  it  is  a  trial  de  ndvOj  both  according  to 
the  act  of  1807,  and  the  59s  art  of  the  Code  of  Practice;  but  as  no 
new  answer  is  required  from  the  defendant,  (which,  if  he  be  appeK 
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lant  in  the  higher  court,  would  be  absurd)  the  only  additional  pleading 
absolutely  directed,  is  the  answer,  that  there  is  no  error,  &c  When 
the  appellee  does  not  appear,  and  plead  as  directed  by  law,  the  appel- 
lant is  at  liberty  to  proceed  ex  parity  and  have  his  cause  heard;  and 
such  judgment  must  be  given  by  the  court,  as  the  nature  of  the  case 
may  require.  No  judgment,  by  default,  is  contemplated  by  the  law; 
and  such  a  proceeding,  appears  to  us  to  be  absurd,  when  a  full  an- 
swer to  the  plaintiflPs  petition  and  claim,  goes  upon  the  record  from 
the  court  below,  as  it  did  in  the  present  case. 

The  appellant  in  the  district  court,  afler  the  delay  allowed  to  the 
appellee,  to  plead  that  there  was  no  error,  &c.  might  have  required 
the  court  to  proceed  ex  parie^  and  give  judgment. 

The  steps  taken  in  the  cause  appear  not  to  have  amounted  to  any 
thing  more,  except  the  error  in  granting  a  judgment  by  de&nlt  But 
as  this  error  may  have  had  an  improper  influence  on  the  subse- 
quent proceedings,  it  is  believed  that  the  justice  of  the  case  requires, 
that  it  should  be  remanded  to  the  district  court,  for  a  new  trial. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  avoided,  reversed  and  annulled:  and  it  is  fur- 
ther ordered,  &c.,  that  the  cause  be  sent  back  to  said  court,  to  be 
again  tried;  and  that  the  appellee  pay  the  costs  of  this  appeal,  &c. 

fi'aiis  and  Lobdellj  for  the  plaintifil 

Preston^  for  the  defendant. 


Lewis  V.  Decoux.     V,  N.  S.  649. 

FOURTH  District. 

A  party  interrogated  on  facts  and  articles,  is  not  compelled  to 
answer  categorically,  if  he  swears  that  his  menoory  will  not  permit 
him  to  do  so. 
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Babcock  v.  Penniman.     V,  N.  S.  651. 

Minors  in  trade  are  not  bound  by  contracts  in  trade,  unless  they  be  emancipated. 
Marria^  in  the  state  of  Mississippi,  does  not  produce  emancipation,  nor  make  a  promise 
binding,  though  the  promisee  should  be  of  this  state. 

FIRST  District. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  defendant,  sued  for  goods  sold  and  delivered,  has  relied  chiefly 
on  the  plea  of  infancy — there  was  judgment  against  him^  and  he 
appealed. 

The  record  shows,  that  it  was  proved  the  defendant  was  bom  in 
the  state  of  Massachusetts,  in  June,  1805,  and  in  December,  1824, 
being  then  a  resident  of  the  state  of  Mississippi,  he  ordered  the  goods, 
the  payment  for  which  is  now  claimed,  to  be  sent  him,  his  letter 
bearing  date  from  Pinkneyville,  M.  T.  November,  1 824;  and  they 
were  accordingly  sent.  By  letters,  dated  at  the  same  place,  October 
6,  1825,  and  April,  1826,  he  promised  payment.  He  was  married  in 
December,  1825.  From  November,  1824,  to  his  majority,  in  June, 
1826,  the  defendant  traded  as  a  merchant  in  Pinkneyville.  It  is  in 
evidence,  that  the  conunon  law  of  England  prevails  in  the  state  of 
Mississippi,  and  that  according  to  it,  the  age  of  majority  is  twenty- 
one,  and  minors  can  not  bind  themselves  legally,  by  their  contracts 
for  the  purchase  of  goods  to  trade  with.  Emancipation  is  there 
unknown. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  defendant  was  ever  in  this  state,  but  the 
plaintifi^s  counsel  contends,  that  the  circumstance  that  the  goods 
having  been  sent,  at  the  defendant's  request,  from  the  plaintiff's  store, 
in  New  Orleans,  constitutes  a  sale  in  this  state. 

2.  That  minors  in  trade,  may  bind  themselves  for  goods,  even 
when  they  are  tiot  emancipated. 

3.  That  if  emancipation  be  necessary,  the  defendant  having  been 
married  in  December,  1825,  was  thereby  emancipated,  and  his  poste- 
rior promise  in  April,  1826,  is  binding  on  him. 

1.  It  is  unnecessary  for  the  defence  of  this  case,  to  examine  the 
first  proposition.     It  may  be  taken  as  admitted. 

2.  Our  Civil  Code  does  not  recognise  any  binding  power  in  the 
contracts  of  minors  engaged  in  trade,  except  aAer  their  emancipa- 
tion. Art.  379,1775, 1778,  1867  and  2222.  It  would  be  absurd  to 
iaiagine,  that  minors  of  any  age,  under  twenty-one,  should  be  bound 
by  mercantile  contracts.  The  law  does  not  withhold  the  protection 
it  owes  to  persons  of  tender  age,  till  they  have  reached  their  eighteenth 
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year,  and  io  the  judgment  of  their  father,  or  a  family  meeting,  or  the 
case  of  an  orphan,  the  individual  has,  by  emancipation,  been  declared 
to  possess  sufficient  discretion,  to  be  trusted  with  the  management  of 
mercantile  conoems. 

In  this  case,  at  the  time  the  plaintiff  parted  with  his  goods,  the  ven- 
dee had  reached  his  twentieth  year,  but  he  had  not  been  emancipa- 
ted.   Under  the  laws  of  this  state  he  was  not  legally  bound. 

3.  It  is  true,  in  April,  1886,  he  had  been  married  and  promised  to 
pay  for  the  goods.  Had  the  marriage  taken  place  in  this  state  and 
the  promise,  then  perhaps,  the  marriage  working  emancipation,  the 

Kromise  would  have  been  binding.  It  is,  however,  in  the  state  of 
lississippi,  the  domicil  of  the  defendant  There  marriage  baa  no 
effect  in  removing  the  disabilities  of  in&nts,  in  contracts  like  the  pre- 
aent:  as  this  promise  was  invalid  in  the  state  of  Mississippi,  the  cur- 
cumstaoce  of  the  promisee  being  a  citiaen  of  this  state,  can  not  give 
it  validity. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  and  that  there 
be  judgment  for  the  defendant,  with  costs  in  both  courts. 

Smithy  for  the  plaintiff. 

Hoffman^  for  the  defendant 


Donaldson  d  al.  v.  Dorsey's  Syndics.     V,  N.  S.  654. 

Bflnorg  ar«  not  boood  bj  a  tale  of  their  propertj  made  tmder  judicial  pnoaediDfa  to 
which  thej  were  not  partiea.* 

FIRST  District 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 
The  plaintiffs,  children  and  heirs  of  C.  Van  Pradelles,  state  that 
their  said  mother  having  sailed  in  a  vessel  which  had  not  been  heard 

*  As  the  preaent  aeetioo  of  thb  oooipilatioa  b  ffoiof  to  preM,  the  13th  Tolame  of  the 
Loaiaiana  Reporta  haa  made  ita  appearanoe.  In  the  May  Term  of  thia  year  (1839)  the 
oaae  of  Lalanne'a  Heira  e.  Mereau,  p.  431,  waa  decided,  (the  court  then  cooaiatiDf  ef 
Maetin,  PnaBB  Aoolphk  Rorr,  and  Gsoaos  Ecrina,  Joattcea.) 

Rorr,  J.,  deliveriD^  the  opinion  of  the  Court,  aaid: — In  thia  opinion  the  court  applj  to 
the  caao  of  minor  hein,  and  re.«ffirm  eamestlj,  the  doctrine  of  Michel's  Heira  v.  BficbeTa 
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^f  since  1813,  they  were  put  into  provisional  possession  of  her  estate. 
4  N.  S.  506.  That  the  defendants'  insolvent,  before  his  failure  had 
possessed  himself  of  a  house,  part  of  the  estate  of  the  plaintiffa 
mother,  which  he  refused  to  surrender;  and  the  defendants  have 
possessed  themselves  of  said  house,  as  part  of  the  estate  surrendered 
to  them.  The  petition  concludes  with  a  prayer,  that  the  defendants 
may  be  decreed  to  abandon  the  premises  to  the  pla'mtiffs. 
In  a  supplemental  petition,  the  plaintiffs  stated,  their  mother  made 

Contor  €t  a/.,  11  Lou.  Rep.  149,  that  **  when  there  yt  a  formal  decree  of  the  ooart  of 
Itfohatcs  recognifliDf  the  neoeesity  of  the  side  iat  the  payment  of  the  debts,  and  pre<!ede4 
by  an  opportunity  on  the  part  of  the  attorney  for  absent  heirs  (by  noUfioation  to  him  of 
the  petition  of  the.corator)  to  show  that,  in  faot,  no  soeh  necessity  ezbted,  the  purchaser 
is  not  booQd-rto  look  beyond  this."  The  court  fiirtber  deoUre,  that  sales  directed  or 
fothoritsd  hy  the  conrt  of  probates  are  jodioial  sales  to  all  intents,  «nd  the  porcba^r  if 
protected  by  the  decree  ordering  them.  That  **  the  necessity  and  wisdom  of  suish  a  rule 
of  property  has  bog  been  felt  and  acknowledged  by  the  most  impoKant  States  of  t^if 
ynioii-;-^at  their  coqrts  lUl  jnaintain  that  a  pmcbaser  under  the  decree  of  the  orphans* 
court  is  boubd  to  look  to  the  jprisdiption,  but  thi^  the  troth  of  the  record  oonceminf 
matters  within  that  jurisdiction  cannot  be  diapuM***  The  learned  Judge  proceeds  to 
show,  that  the  rigor  of  the  Spanish  system  (whereby  t^tie  act  of  the  judge  In  cafes  of 
t^  kind,  was  a  mere  authorisation  given  to  the  tutor  to  sell  the  minor's  property  upoQ 
an  ex  parte  statement,  made  by  him  and  taken  for  true,  and  where  a  eonteatatio  lUi$ 
was  impossible  to  arise,  but  four  years  were  allowed  the  minor  afler  majority  to  contest 
the  sale)  is  by  no  mean^  applicable  to  our  reformed  systemt  wherein  are  provided  &mily 
meetings,  (first  introduced  in  1808,)  without  whose  advice  no  alienation  can  take  place, 
and  an  under-tutor,  in  all  cases  of  tutorship,  bound  to  attend  all  family  meetings,  and| 
in  case  he  disapprove,  bound  to  raise  a  amtetiatio  liH$  with  the  tutor;  and  the  redress  of 
•n  appeal  remains  for  either  party  if  dissatisfied  with  the  judge*s  decree.  All  these  pro- 
visions by  legislative  enactment  have  given  greater  security,  than  existed  in  the  Spanish 
oodes,  to  minors  of  Louisiana,  that  their  property  shall  not  be  alienated  withoot  neces- 
■ity,  and  to  the  decrees  of  courts  under  which  many  titles  grow  up,  they  have  given 
greater  force;  in  fine,  have  virtually  repealed  the  former  laws. 

The  informalities  complained  of  by  the  petitioners  in  the  pr^ent  case  were,  it  is  true, 
ill  prior  to  or  accompanying  the  decree  for  the  sale,  such  as  the  want  of  the  three  days' 
IMitice  to  the  member^  of  the  family  meeting  previous  to  their  assembling,  the  omission 
^the  under4otor  and  curator  ad  Utes  to  take  the  requisite  oath  until  eleven  days  after 
the  fiimily  meeting,  and  of  the  tutor  to  give  any  surety  before  the  order  to  soil  and  sale; 
finally,  that  the  order  for  appraisers  left  their  names  in  blank.  However,  two  persons 
were  afterwards  appointed  who  jnade  tbe-appraisement  according  to  law,  And  their  oath 
as  well  as  the  appraisement  are  of  record.  The  court  say  that,  under  these  circumstmces, 
^  the  substantial  requisites  were  complied  with;  the  blank  was  a  mere  clerical  omission' 
which  might  be  supplied  nunc  pro  tune,  and  which  the  Supreme  Court  itself  might 
snpp^  even  on  tbe  trial,  inasmuch  as  the  appoi^tmept  of  appraisers  fprmed  no  essential 
part  of  the  order  of  sale,  but  might  be  the  subject  of  a  subseqiient  order.  It  i^  not  to  be 
disguised  that  the  spirit  of  this  decision  would  lead  to  qn  entire  revolution  in  that  solemn 
and  compact  jurisprudence  relative  to  minors,  to  which  the  case  of  Chesneau's  Heirs  o. 
Sadler  furnishes  the  key,  and  of  which  the  texts  of  Justinian  and  the  articles  1862  and 
2398  of  the  Ixiuisiana  Ck>de  form  the  bulwarks. 

Vol.  IIL— 59 
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a  simulated  sale  of  said  house  to  Johnson;  that  West  styling  himself 
the  agent  of  the  plaintiffs'  aunts,  executrixes  of  the  plaintiffs'  mother, 
brought  a  suit  against  Dorsey,  the  defendants'  insolvent,  the  curator 
of  Johnson,  in  which  the  sale  to  Johnson  was  declared  a  simulated 
one,  and  without  consideration,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  sold;  that 
the  proceedings  in  said  suit  are  void  as  against  the  plaintiffs;  and 
they  pray  that  so  much  thereof,  as  decrees  the  sale  of  the  house,  be 
declared  null  and  void. 

The  general  issue  was  pleaded;  there  was  judgment,  as  in  case  of 
iKmsuit:  and  the  plaintifis  appealed. 

The  record  shows  the  plaintife'  mother  became  the  owner  of  the 
premises  by  purchase;  that  the  plaintiffs  have  been  sent  into  provi- 
sional possession  of  her  estate,  as  her  heirs  apparent;  that  she  made, 
for  reasons  which  do  not  appear,  a  simulated  sale  of  them  to  Johnson, 
who  did  not  pay  any  thing.  Therefore  the  simulation  appears  from 
the  best  possible  evidence  against  the  defendant,  his  own  oath  re- 
ceived as  evidence  without  opposition. 

He  acquired  no  title  by  a  sale  made  under  a  judgment,  to  which 
neither  the  plaintiffs  nor  their  mother  were  parties. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  thei  judgment 
be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  that  the  plaintiff  recover 
the  premises  from  the  defendants;  and  that  the  cause  be  remanded, 
with  instructions  to  the  judge  to  inquire  into  tho  value  of  the  im- 
provements made  by  the  defendants,  and  the  amount  of  rent  due: 
and  it  is  further  ordered,  that  the  appellees  pay  the  costs  of  this  ap- 
peal. 

APCalebf  for  the  plaintiffs. 
.    HtnntHj  for  the  defendants. 


Dicks  d  al.  v.  Barton.     V,  N.  S.  657. 

The  endonee  netd  Dot  gife  notice  to  the  maker  of  the  transfer  of  Uie  note  oo  which  rait 

if  broof  ht. 
After  e  ctnee  ie  trgiied,  no  motion  cin  be  made  to  hasten  judgment  until  the  time  gifen 

by  Uw  fer  rendering  it  hat  eUpeed. 
After  a  motion  ibr  a  new  trial  is  ofemiled,  the  court  may  proceed  at  once  to  give  final 

judgment 

THIRD  District 
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PoHTEB,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  record  in  this  case,  not  being  certified  in  such  a  manner,  as  to 
enable  us  to  examine  the  cause  on  its  merits,  our  attention  is  confined 
to  the  bills  of  exceptions. 

The  first  was  taken  to  the  judge's  overruling  several  exceptions 
contained  in  the  defendant's  answer. 

One  of  these  exceptions  is,  that  the  copy  of  the  petition  served  on 
the  defendant,  did  not  correspond  with  the  original.  The  particular 
variance  is  not  set  out.  We  have  collated  them,  and  can  find  no 
difi*erence,  except  that  in  the  document  filed  with  the  answer,  the  en- 
dorsements on  the  back  of  the  note  annexed  to  the  petition,  are  not 
copied.  Admitting,  however,  there  are  others,  there  is  not  evidence 
before  us  to  enable  us  to  say  that  the  judge  erred.  The  sheriff  ^s  re- 
turn states,  that  he  served  a  copy  of  the  petition  on  the  defendant 
There  is  no  proof  that  the  copy  which  the  defendant  has  annexed  to 
his  answer,  is  that  which  was  served  on  him;  consequently,  the 
sheriff's  return  must  be  received  as  true.    Code  of  Practice,  no.  275. 

The  second  exception  is,  that  the  petition  did  not  contain  an  aver- 
ment, that  notice  of  the  transfer,  of  the  note  sued  on,  to  the  plaintiff, 
was  ever  given  to  the  defendant.  There  was  no  necessity  for  the 
petition  containing  such  an  averment,  as,  whether  the  defendant  had 
notice  of  it,  or  not,  he  was  responsible  to  the  endorsee. 

The  third  exception,  as  it  is  called,  went  to  the  merits,  and  as  the 
evidence  does  not  come  up,  its  correctness  cannot  be  gone  into  here. 

The  second  bill  of  exceptions  is  of  a  very  novel  kind.  It  states 
that,  after  the  evidence  was  gone  through,  the  defendant  moved  for 
jndgment  in  his  favor;  and  that,  notwithstanding  that  motion,  the 
court  gave  judgment  the  next  morning  for  the  plaintiff,  without 
overruling  the  motion.  This  is  gravely  excepted  to  as  illegal,  unjust, 
and  irregular. 

It  is  extraordinary,  that  counsel  should  deem  it  their  duty,  to  place 
such  matter  before  this  court,  for  its  examination.  There  could  be 
no  such  thing  as  a  motion,  technically  speaking,  for  the  judge  to  give 
judgment  for  one  party  or  the  other.  After  the  evidence  was  gone 
through,  and  no  argument  offered,  the  case  was  with  the  court,  and 
out  of  the  reach  of  motions,  until  the  time  had  elapsed  within  which 
the  law  requires  judgment  to  be  pronounced.  And  if  such  a  motion 
could  have  been  made,  and  entered  on  the  minutes,  in  what  more 
effectual  manner  could  it  be  overruled,  than  by  giving  judgment  for 
the  plaintiff;  that  was,  beyond  a  doubt,  a  decision  on  the  motion, 
and  consequently,  it  could  not  be  a  ground  for  exception,  that  the 
motion  was  not  disposed  of 

The  next  two  bills  of  exceptions  relate  to  the  time  at  which  the 
motion  for  a  new  trial  was  made,  and  the  alleged  impropriety  of  the 
court  hearing  argument  on  it,  before  the  party  who  made  it  was 
ready  to  go  into  the  discussion.  It  is  unnecessary  to  express  any 
opinion  on  these  points,  as  the  appellant  can  have  every  advantage 
in  discussing  the  case  here,  as  if  it  had  been  regularly  listened  to 
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below.    It  would  be  doing  a  vain  thing  to  remand  the  cause  to  have 
the  motion  argued  in  the  inferior  court,  and  have  the  cause  ultimately 
returning  to  us  in  the  same  shape. 

The  alleged  grounds  for  a  new  trial  are  two.  One,  the  overruling 
the  exceptions  in  the  answer,  on  which  we  have  just  expressed  an 
opinion;  the  other,  that  though  the  plaintiff  proved  the  signature  of 
the  defendant,  and  an  interlineation  in  the  note  to  be  in  his  hand 
writing,  yet  that  he  did  not  offer  the  note  in  evidence.  It  is  difficult 
to  conceive  how  this  proof  was  obtained  in  open  court,  in  relation  to 
the  execution  of  the  note,  unless  it  was  offered  in  evidence.  We 
suppose  that  the  objection  means,  that  after  the  instrument  was 
proved,  the  plaintiff  neglected  to  formally  state,  that  he  then  offered 
It  in  evidence.  We  deem  it  unnecessary  to  adduce  any  argument,  to 
show  the  perfect  correctness  of  the  opinion  of  the  court  below,  in  not 
considering  this  a  legal  ground  for  a  new  trial. 

The  plamtiff  has  pressed  on  us  the  propriety  of  affirming  the  judg- 
ment below  with  damages.  The  defence,  through  all  its  parts,  cer- 
tainly shows  that  delay  was  the  main  object.  But  there  is  a  difficulty 
in  regard  to  the  regularity  of  the  proceedings  below,  though  not 
lulled  on  by  the  defendant,  that  saves  him  from  the  penally.  The 
judgment  was  rendered  the  26th— a  motion  for  a  new  trial  was  made 
the  same  day.  This  motion  was  argued  and  overruled  on  the 
27th,  and  judgment  signed  before  three  days  had  expired.  We  had 
doubted  whether  the  language  used  in  the  Code  of  Practice,  did  not 
make  it  the  duty  of  the  court  to  wait  three  days  under  any  and  every 
circumstance,  before  judgment  was  signed.  But  as  we  believe  the 
only  motive  for  giving  this  time,  was  to  allow  the  party  cast  to  move 
for  a  new  trial — no  error  was  committed  in  signing  judgment  as 
soon  as  the  motion  was  made  and  disposed  of.  The  same  principle 
was  decided  at  the  last  term  of  the  western  district,  in  the  case  of 
Gardere  v,  Murray,  that  was  much  contested,  and  fully  discussed  by 
the  counsel  engaged  in  it. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Piercej  for  the  plaintiff. 

PrestoHy  for  the  defendant. 
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Gilman  v.  Horseley.     V,  N.  S.  661. 

Note  payable  to  A  B  a*  adminUtrator^  authorises  a  suit  by  the  payee  in  bis  own  name. 

A  final  jodgfment  in  a  eistcr  state,  authorises  the  plea  of  res  judicata  in  this. 

An  affidavit  assertinj^  a  belief  that  a  witness  is  material,  will  not  authorise  a  continuance. 

FIRST  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  action  is  brought  on  a  judgment  rendered  in  the  Circuit  Court 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  district  of  Kentucky.  The  plaintiff  styled 
himself  in  the  pleadings  of  that  suit,  adminislralor  of  the  estate  of 
Joseph  Gilman,  deceased.  And  the  obligation  on  which  the  action 
was  instituted,  was  made  payable  to  the  plaiqtiff,  as  administrator 
of  Joseph  Gilman. 

First.  The  defendant  pleads  that  the  petitioner  is  not  the  adminis- 
trator of  Joseph  Gilman,  as  he  pretends  and  alleges. 

Secondly.  That  there  is  no  such  record  as  that  set  forth  in  the 
petition. 

Thirdly.  That  if  there  be,  it  is  no  evidence  of  a  debt  due  by  ihe 
defendant,  because  it  shows  that  judgment  was  rendered  before 
citation. 

Fourthly.  That  Joseph  Gilman  was  indebted,  in  his  lifetime,  to 
the  defendant,  in  the  sum  of  1200  dollars,  which  he  is  entitled  to  set 
off  against  the  present  demand. 

I.  This  action  is  not  brought  by  the  plaintiff,  as  administrator,  nor 
was  it  necessary  for  him  to  do  so.  The  note  was  payable  to  himself: 
he  became  responsible  to  the  estate  he  represented,  by  taking  it  in 
his  own  name,  and  consequently  has  a  right  to  enforce  it.  The  words 
as  administrator^  are  merely  those  of  description;  and  there  cannot 
be  a  doubt,  that  if  the  defendant  had  any  demand  against  the  peti- 
tioner, in  his  own  right,  he  might  plead  it  as  a  set-off  in  thia  action. 
5  Mart.  202;  Ibid.  463;  2  N.  S.  27. 

II.  The  record  is  duly  certified  under  the  act  of  congress,  and  there 
is  not  the  least  foundation  for  this  plea. 

III.  The  record  does  not  show  that  judgment  was  rendered  before 
citation.  The  capias  ad  respondendum^  bears  date  the  6th  August, 
1824,  and  was  executed  on  the  6th  September,  of  that  year.  The 
judgment  is  of  the  October  term  following. 

IV.  Whether  the  sum  of  1200  dollars  was.  due  by  the  estate  of 
Joseph  Gilman,  to  the  defendant,  could  not  be  examined  nvthis  ?uit, 
as  it  bad  been  already  decided  by  the  circuit  court  of  Kentucky.    The 
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note  on  which  the  action  was  instituted  contained  a  condition,  that  if 
the  defendant  should  legally  establish  that  he  had  paid  Joseph  Gil- 
man,  in  his  lifetime,  1200  dollars,  credit  was  to  be  given  for  that  sum. 
The  declaration  expressly  stated  that  this  condition  had  not  been 
complied  with,  and  that  therefore,  the  defendant  was  responsible  for 
the  whole  amount  of  the  note  sued  on.  Of  this  opinion  was  the 
court,  and  gave  judgment  accordingly.  And  the  weight  and  autho- 
rity of  this  judgment,  as  forming  rt9  judicata,  between  the  parties 
on  this  point,  is  not  weakened  by  the  defendant  making  no  defence. 
If  there  was  no  investigation  of  his  rights  on  this  point,  it  was  his 
own  fault,  and  he  must  bear  the  consequences  of  his  neglect 

The  application  for  a  continuance,  on  the  affidavit  of  the  defendant 
and  R.  ll  Booker,  was  properly  overruled.  The  first  stated  the 
absence  and  materiality  of  witnesses,  in  relation  to  the  set-off  o{ 
1200  dollars,  which  had  already  been  decided  between  the  parties, 
and  could  not  be  re-examined  here.  The  second  was  too  vague:  it 
expresses  merely  the  belief  of  the  affiant. 

We  have  hesitated,  whether  the  judgment  of  the  coUtt  below, 
should  not,  in  pursuance  of  the  prayer  of  the  appellee,  be  affirmed 
with  ten  per  cent,  damages:  but  as  the  defendant  may  have  thought 
he  was  entitled  to  the  continuance,  we  think  it  sufficient  to  order, 
adjudge  and  decree,  that  the  judgnlent  of  the  district  court  be  affirmed, 
with  costs. 

JVhiiiksey,  for  the  plaintiff. 

it  Caleb  and  Byrnes,  for  the  defendant 


Miller  v.  Reynolds  et  aL    Y,  N.  S.  865. 

liKWt  are  nefer  prwmiMd  to  have  a  retrofpeetho  ^pefttiim. 

Motoa  Uken  up  with  Um  ttidontr't  name  ia  than  ara  prumfttk^indmm  af  {lajllent 
kj  tha  makar. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orloaak 

PoRTKR,  J.,  delivered  the  dptij/km  'of  fli«  tSbUH. 

The  plaintiff  famished  materials  to  Reynokb  forbnSldiiigy  Irtio 
used  them  in  the  erection  of  a  house  for  Bermudex.  Reynolds  having 
Ailed  ta.pay  for  them,  the  suit  was  brought  to  have  jodgment  againtt 
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him,  and  to  obtain  an  order  of  seizure  of  any  money  that  might  be 
due  to  him  by  Bermudez.  The  latter  contested  the  action,  and 
obtained  judgment  in  his  favor  in  the  court  of  the  first  instance.    The 


The  payment  of  the  amount  due  by  the  appellee  to  the  undertaker 
of  the  building  is  proved^  but  the  plaintiff  contends  these  payments 
were  made  in  anticipation,  and  therefore  void  agauist  the  furnisher  of 
the  materials. 

It  is  true  the  2744th  and  2745th  articles  of  the  new  Code  declare, 
that  persons  furnishing  materials  for  buildings,  may  cause  the  moneys 
due  to  the  undertaker  by  the  owner  to  be  seized;  and  that  the  pay- 
ment which  the  proprietor  may  have  made  in  anticipation  to  the 
undertaker,  are  considered  with  regard  to  workmen,  and  those  who 
furnish  materials,  as  not  having  been  made. 

But  this  contract  was  entered  into  before  the  enactment  of  these 
provisions  in  our  Code,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  court,  that  the 
rights  of  the  parties  must  be  governed  by  the  law  in  force  at  the  time 
the  agreement  was  made.  It  is  a  sound  rule  of  construction,  never 
to  extend  laws  to  contracts  made  before  their  passage,  unless  the 
will  of  the  legislature,  that  they  should  be  so  extended,  is  clearly  and 
explicitly  declared.  In  the  present  case,  the  undertaker,  at  the  time 
he  bargained  for  the  building  of  the  house  with  the  defendant,  had  a 
right  to  get  his  money  paid  to  him  at  any  period  before  the  credit 
which  ho  gave  expired,  if  the  latter  chose.  Admitting  that  a  subse- 
quent law  might  vary  the  right,  which  we  doubt,  we  are  clear  it  can 
not,  unless  the  statute  expressly  directed  that  its  enactment  should 
apply  to  agreements  made  previous  to  its  passage.  See  the  case  of 
White  ei  aL  v.  Brown  et.  al.,  3.  Al  S.  17. 

This  opinion  renders  it  unnecessary  to  examine  the  bill  of  excep- 
tions, taken  to  the  introduction  of  the  original  contract  by  the  defen- 
dant, to  show  that  the  plaintiff  was  surety  for  Reynolds  in  the  con-^ 
tract  for  building  the  house. 

And,  as  to  that  which  excepts  to  the  opinion  of  the  judge,  that  the 
notes  given  by  the  defendant  to  Reynolds,  with  proof  of  his  endorse- 
ment on  them,  were  evidence  of  payment  by  the  maker,  we  think  it 
untenable.  Ttiey  were  prima  facie  evidence  of  thatfiict  Starkie 
on  Evidence,  p.  4, 1089;  9  Serg.  &  Rawie,  386. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  parish  court  be  affirmed,  with  costis. 

Lockeitf  for  the  plaintiff. 

Seghers,  for  the  defendants. 
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Owens  V.  Mitchell.     V,  N.  S.  667. 

Collateral  kindred  daimiog  an  estate,  are  boand  to  abow  the  lineal  beira  have  eeaeed  to 


COURT  of  Probates  of  New  Orleans. 

MARTiify  J.)  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  plaintiflf  demands  the  estate  of  Carrol;  alleging  that  she  is 
his  sister,  and  believes  herself  to  be  the  only  heir.  This  was  denied 
by  the  defendants.  The  judge  of  probates  directed  the  estate  to  be 
provisionally  delivered  to  her,  on  her  giving  security  to  account  with 
any  other  heirs  of  Carrol,  or  whoever  might  be  therein  concerned. 
The  defendant  appealed. 

The  testimony  shows,  that  Carrol  left  no  descendant,  and  that  the 
plaintiff  is  his  sister. 

We  are  of  opinion  this  does  not  suffice.  Every  one  had  once  rela- 
tions in  the  ascending  line,  and  his  collateral  kindred  claiming,  the 
estate,  are  bound  to  show  that  the  lineal  heirs  have  ceased  to  exist 
Hooker's  Heirs  v.  Tippet's,  12  Martin^  390. 

It  suffices  to  deny  that  there  are  heirs  in  the  descending  line,  and 
this  being  a  negative  fact,  no  proof  need  be  given  of  it.  It  is  for  the 
adverse  party  to  show  that  there  were  some;  and  then  their  death 
must  be  proved  by  the  claimants.  But  collaterals  must  always 
prove  the  death  of  ascendants  by  evidence,  or  show  that  one  hundred 
years  have  elapsed  since  the  birth;  in  which  case  death  is  presumed, 
and  not  before. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  court  of  probates  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  and  that 
the  defendant  have  judgment  as  in  case  of  nonsuit,  and  that  the 
plaintiff  pay  costs  in  both  courts. 

Hoffman^  for  the  plaintiff. 

Preston^  for  the  defendant 
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Patterson  v.  La  Farge.     V,  N.  S.  669. 

An  aaUiority  to  an  agent  to  compromise  and  arbitrate,  does  not  aathoriac  a  inibmiMien 
to  amicable  oompoonders  with  a  renunciation  of  appeal 

FIRST  District. 

Porter  ,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  action  is  brought  on  two  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  by  defen- 
dant's agent  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff,  in  pursuance  of  an  award  made 
in  France  by  arbitrators  chosen  by  them,  to  settle  the  affairs  of  the 
partnership,  of  which  the  parties  to  this  suit  are  members. 

The  petition  sets  out  the  partnership;  the  difficulties  that  had  arisen 
between  the  partners;  the  power  of  attorney  given  by  the  defendant 
to  an  agent  in  France,  to  settle  the  affairs  of  the  firm;  the  substitution 
of  that  power  to  another;  his  submission  to  arbitration;  the  award  of 
the  arbitrators;  the  drawing  of  the  bills  in  conformity  with  the  award; 
the  refusal  of  defendant  to  accept  them;  and  concludes  with  an  alle- 
gation, that  the  defendant  had  therefore  become  liable  to  pay  the 
amount  of  the  bill,  with  damages,  interest  and  costs. 

The  answer  admits  the  partnership,  but  alleges  that  the  defen- 
dant had  advanced  all  the  capital  stoclc;  that  the  firm  had  sustained 
heavy  losses;  that  the  plaintiff  had  withdrawn  a  large  portion  of  the 
capital;  that  the  balance  due  by  him  to  the  defendant,  was  153,324 
francs;  that  the  award  was  obtained  fraudulently,  and  was  null  and 
void;  and  that  all  the  other  allegations  in  the  petition  were  untrue. 

The  first,  and  one  of  the  most  important  questions  in  the  cause  is, 
whether  the  power  of  attorney,  given  by  the  defendants,  authorised 
the  submission  to  arbitration? 

It  was  executed  in  New  York,  and  confers  in  the  usual  terms* 
authority  on  the  agent  to  demand,  collect  and  sue  for,  by  all  lawful 
means  any  money  that  might  be  due  the  principal,  or  firm  of  La  Farge 
Sl  Patterson;  <'or  also  to  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  a  dissolution  of  the 
firm  by  public  notice,  arbitration,  suit,  process,  or  otherwise,  howso- 
ever, according  to  the  laws  of  France." 

After  an  enumeration  of  various  other  powers,  not  necessary  to  be 
set  forth,  the  instrument  contains  another  clause,  confining  the  autho- 
rity in  the  attorney  in  feet,  to  sue  and  recover,  by  all  lawful  means 
from  William  D,  Patterson,  all  and  every  such  sum  of  money  as  may 
be  by  him  to  the  principal,  upon  settling  the  concerns,  affairs  and 
transactions  of  the  firm  of  La  Farge  &  Patterson;  "and  to  that  end,  to 
view,  examine,  state,  settle,  adjust  and  balance  all  accounts,  to  com- 
pound, compromise,  arbitrate,  conclude  and  agree  all  differences.'' 
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The  defendant  insists,  this  authority  did  not  sanction,  nor  permit 
the  agent  to  confer  the  following  power  on  the  persons  chosen  to 
settle  the  affairs  of  the  partnership. 

•  «  We,  the  undersigned,  dispense  the  arbitrators  with  the  necessity 
of  pursuing  the  forros  of  justice,  and  beg  of  them  to  pronounce  in  the 
last  resort  on  the  points  in  contestation,  as  amicable  compounders,  in 
the  delay  of  two  months,  upon  the  memorials  which  will  be  submit- 
ted to  them  by  the  parties,  without  being  subject  to  the  forms  and 
delajrsof  asuit. 

<<The  undersigned  renounce  an  appeal,  or  recourse  to  justice,  no 
matter  what  may  be  the  causes  or  motives,  even  for  that  of  nullity; 
and  in  case  they  cannot  agree,  they  are  authorised  to  name  a  third 
person,  whose  decision  will  be  sovereign  and  irrevocable.'' 

We  agree  in  opinion  with  the  defendant's  counsel,  that  in  making 
this  submission,  the  agent  exceeded  his  powers.  There  was  no 
authority  given  by  the  mandate,  to  deprive  the  defendant  of  the  pro- 
tection which  the  laws  of  the  place  where  it  was  to  he  executed, 
might  have  extended  to  him.  The  renunciation  is  of  a  most  extra- 
ordinary kind.  The  agent  abandoned  all  recourse  to  justice,  no 
matter  what  might  be  the  causes  or  motives:  so  that  if  there  had 
been  fraud  or  corruption,  the  principal  was  obliged  to  submit  (o  it. 
No  man  can  be  presumed  to  give  such  a  power  to  another:  and  we 
are  satisfied  that,  in  the  instance  before  us,  the  mandate  did  not  express 
it.  The  authority  to  compound,  conclude,  and  agree,  was  personal 
to  the  attorney,  and  cannot  be  extended  to  arbitrators,  in  whose 
selection,  the  person  opposed  to  the  principal,  had  as  much  choice,  as 
he  had.  The  power  to  compromise,  and  to  arbitrate,  which  mean 
the  same  thing,  did  not  authorise  a  submission  to  amicable  com- 
pounders. A  man  may  be  well  supposed  ready  to  submit  his  differ- 
ences to  the  former,  knowing  that,  by  the  laws  of  France,  where  the 
arbitration  was  to  take  place,  the  persons  so  chosen  must  proceed 
according  to  law,  and  that  an  appeal  lay  from  their  judgment:  and 
yet,  not  be  willing  to  yield  his  rights  to  the  final  decision  of  the  latter, 
who  are  governed  by  no  rules,  and  abandoned  to  their  own  ideas  of 
equity.  The  French  Code  of  procedure,  offers  a  very  strong  argu- 
ment in  support  of  this  reasoning.  By  the  1009th  article  of  that 
work,  it  is  declared,  that  the  arbitrators  and  umpire  shall  decide 
according  to  the  rules  of  law,  unless  the  submission  gives  them  power 
to  pronounce,  as  amicable  compounders.  Now,  the  words  used  in 
the  power  of  attorney,  ought  not  to  have,  and  cannot  have  a  greater 
effect,  than  they  would  have,  if  used  in  a  submission  to  arbitration: 
and  if  the  principal,  in  an  instrument  of  the  kind  last  mentioned,  had 
submitted  his  case  to  arbitrators,  or  to  arbitration,  it  is  clear  these 
expressions  would  not  have  authorised  the  persons  named.«  to  have 
acted  as  amicable  compounders.  Hence  it  follows,  that  an  authority 
to  another,  to  submit  to  arbitrators,  must  have  the  same  limitation. 

As,  therefore,  the  award  was  made  without  authority,  no  conside- 
ration existed  for  the  drafts  on  which  this  action  is  brought,  and  con- 
sequently the  plaintiff  cannot  recover. 
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As  to  the  defendant's  claim  in  reconvention^  the  evidence  is  quite 
contradictory,  and  it  is  impossible  for  this  court  to  say,  how  the  ba- 
lance would  stand,  on  a  full  settlement  of  the  partnership  accounts. 
The  attorney,  in  fact,  of  the  defendant,  swears  that  the  amicable 
compounders  had  no  evidence  before  them,  when  they  made  their 
award.  But  that  the  judgment  given  by  them,  was  entirely  based 
on  an  agreement,  or  transaction,  entered  into  by  him  and  the  plaintiff. 
The  reasons  for  the  attorney  making  this  arrangement,  as  he  states, 
were,  the  peculiar  situation  in  which  La  Farge's  affairs  were  involved, 
and  the  responsibility  which  he,  the  agent,  had  incurred.  That  the 
plaintiff  claimed  the  one  fourth  of  the  profits  of  the  sugar  estate, 
which  he  declared  be  had  received  intelligence,  was  sold  by  the 
defendant,  for  180,000  dollars,  and  that  he  proposed  a  settlement  on 
these  terms: 

Credit.  Frs. 

i  of  the  share  in  the  profits,        .....  100,000 

Debit.  Frs. 
Moneys  belonging  to  the  partnership  funds,  with- 
drawn by  him. 40,000 

J  of  losses  sustained,        -        -        .        -        .  15,000 

55,000 


Frs.  45,000 
for  which  he  was  willing  to  take  35,000  francs  in  drafts  on  the 
defendant;  and  the  amicable  compounders  having  confirmed  this 
arrangement,  the  bills  on  which  this  suit  was  brought  were  drawn. 

Now,  it  appears  by  the  admission  of  the  parties  on  record;  that 
the  plantation  only  sold  for  110,000  dollars,  at  1  2  3  4  5  and  6  years 
credit.  The  plaintiff,  therefore,  if  the  witnesses  on  the  part  of  the 
defendant  are  to  be  believed,  either  conmiitted  a  gross  fraud  in 
making  the  representation,  or  he  had  been  egregiously  misinformed 
himself  of  the  real  amount  of  the  sale. 

The  testimony  obtained  by  the  commission  sent  out  to  the  arbitra- 
tors, differs  from  this  in  many  particulars;  though  they  wince  so 
much  at  some  of  the  interrogatories,  and  refuse  to  answer  others,  that 
the  impression  left  on  our  mind  is,  that  there  was  an  error  committed 
in  the  settlement.  But  they  deny,  firmly,  that  their  sentence  was 
founded  on  the  representation  of  Patterson,  as  to  the  sale  of  the 
sugar  plantation,  or  the  eventual  profits  that  might  result  therefrom. 
On  the  contrary,  they  declare,  that  it  was  after  a  full  examination  of 
all  the  papers  submitted  to  them  by  both  parties,  that  they  rendered 
their  decree;  and  that  no  other  considerations  entered  into  their 
minds  but  those  produced  by  the  evidence. 

It  appears  that  La  Farge  drew  largely  from  this  country  on  the 
bouse  in  France,  to  pay  for  the  sugar  plantation  which  he  purchased 
here.  On  this  head  the  witnesses  for  the  defendant  are  very  particu- 
lar in  stating  the  precise  amount  which  he  remitted  to  meet  these 
drafts;  but  they  do  not  give  the  amount  of  the  bills,  the  remittances 
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were  to  replace*  The  arbitrators  state,  that  these  drafts  amounted  to 
60,000  francs,  22,000  of  which  were  paid  by  the  house.  They  alio 
state,  that  there  was  no  evidence  furnisbed  to  them  that  La  Faige 
had  furnished  the  whole  amount  of  the  capital 

Under  a  view  of  the  whole  evidence  we  think  the  caae  is  not 
before  us  in  such  a  shape  as  enables  us  to  pronounce  definitely  on  it 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed^  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  that  the  eaose 
be  remanded  for  a  new  trial,  and  that  the  appellee  pay  the  cos^  of 
this  appeal. 

fForkman  and  Orymetj  for  the  plaintiff. 

JDtniif  fox  the  defendant. 


Murdock  v.  Browder.     V,  N.  S.  677. 

Tbe  pUhiUfr  IIM7  be  allowed  to  emead  fan  pletdSoft,  bj  ■Uegiiif  the  nollirf  of  the  jodf- 

meat  OMler  whioh  tbe  deftodent  ebime. 
There  »  no  ineoimjeliWiitjr  in  oaHiiif  a  priTer  fbr  nallitjr,  with  one  for  the  reooveiy  of 

the  pfepeftj. 

THIRD  District 

'  Mathxws,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

In  this  case  the  plaintiff  sues  to  recover  from  the  defendant  a  cer- 
tain tract  of  land,  (as  described  in  his  petition,)  which  he  alleges  to  be 
in  the  possession  of  the  latter  without  title. 

The  district  court  gave  judgment  in  favor  of  the  defendant  from 
which  the  plaintiff  appealed. 

The  appellant  claims  the  property  in  dispute,  under  a  probate  sale 
of  the  estate  of  John  Murdock,  late  of  the  parish  of  Feliciana.  The 
appellee  sets  up  a  title,  obtained  under  a  sheriff's  sale  made  in  pur- 
suance of  an  execution,  which  issued  on  a  judgment  rendered  in  the 
district  court  against  the  heirs  of  the  said  John  Murdock.  The  suit 
was  commenced  in  the  ordinary  form  of  a  petitory  action;  and  after 
the  defendant  appeared  and  answered,  the  plaintiff  prayed  leave  to 
amend  his  petition,  by  suggesting  nullity  in  the  proceedings  and  judg- 
ment under  which  the  defendant  claims  title.  This  amendment 
being  allowed  by  the  court,  a  bill  of  exceptions  was  taken  to  that 
proceeding,  which  requires  examination. 
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On  the  part  of  the  appellant,  it  is  contended,  that  an  action;  the 
object  of  which  is  to  annul  the  judgment  and  sale  under  it,  of  the 
district  court,  should  be  commenced  by  all  the  heirs  of  John  Murdock, 
and  should  have  preceded  any  suit  directly  claiming  the  property 
alienated  in  consequence  of  a  judgment  pronounced  by  a  court,  al- 
legisd  to  be  without  jurisdiction.  If  the  probate  sale  was  considered 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  transfer  to  the  plaintiff  the  right  and  title  of 
aU  the  heirs  of  John  Murdock  to  the  premises  in  dispute,  he  might 
legally  pursue  any  steps  in  his  individual  right  for  his  sole  benefit  in 
relation  thereto — which,  before  such  transfer,  should  have  been  pro- 
secuted in  right  of  all  the  heirs.  There  does  not  appear  (to  this 
court)  to  be  any  incompatibility  in  uniting  in  the  same  suit  allega- 
tions of  nullity,  and  a  prayer  to  have  the  title,  by  which  a  defendant 
holds  property,  avoided  and  annulled;  and  one  for  the  recovery  of 
said  property.  We  are,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that  the  amendment 
in  the  petition  was. properly  allowed. 

In  proceeding  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  case,  it  is  necessary  first 
to  inquire  into  the  validity  of  the  defendant's  title — whether  it  be  of 
such  force  as  to  require  that  he  should  be  maintained  in  his  posses- 
sion of  the  property,  against  the  claim  of  the  plaintiff. 

According  to  the  evidence  of  the  case,  (as  shown  by  the  record,)  it 
appears  that  John  Murdock  died  intestate,  leaving  no  heirs  within 
the  state  of  Louisiana;  and  that  his  estate  was  administered  by  a 
curator  for  some  time,  as  being  one  known  in  our  laws  under  the 
denomination  of  vacant.  The  administration  of  the  curator  ceased  by 
the  interference  of  one  Samuel  IVfurdock,  who  claimed  the  succession 
of  John,  as  brother  and  heir  in  his  own  right  in  part;  and  also  by 
virtue  of  a  procuration  from  the  other  heirs,  of  whom  the  present 
plaintiff  is  one.  Young,  the  curator,  settled  his.  accounts  with  the 
court  of  probates;  and  the  property  of  the  succession  was  considered 
to  be  in  the  possession  of  the  heirs,  &c.  Two  of  them,  viz.  the 
appellant  and  Samuel  Murdock,  who  were  entitled  to  two-thirds  of 
the  estate,  were  of  full  age;  and  two  others  nephews  of  the  deceased, 
inherited  the  remainder.  The  majors,  after  twenty-one,  having 
accepted  the  inheritance  without  benefit  of  inventory  on  their  part, 
left  the  state  without  paying  the  debts  of  the  succession.  The  defen- 
dant in  the  present  suit,  who  was  a  creditor  of  said  succession,  insti- 
tuted a  suit  against  them  as  heirs;  and  also  e^inst  .the  minor  heira» 
by  attachment,  in  the  district  court  of  the  third  judicial  district^ 
wherein  all  the  defendants  were  represented  by  an  attorney  and  cura^ 
XOT^adJioCf  for  the  minors.  Judgment  was  given  for  the  plaintiff; 
and  in  executing  it,  the  property. now  in  dispute  was  sold  by  the 
sheriff,  aqd  acquired  by  the  present  appellee.  •  , 

The  judgment  in  the  suit  of  Browder  v.  The  Heirs  of  John  Mur- 
dock, was  rendered  in  such  prayer,  as  to  condetpn  each  of  them  to 
the  payment  of  his  share  of^  the  debt  claimed,  in  proportion  to  the 
extent  of  his  right  of  inheritance. 
These  proceedings  were  clearly  correct  and  legal,  so  far  as  they 
Vol.  Ill  —60 
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related  to  the  hein  of  age;  who  had  assumed  thai  cbarfeR^r  ^thout 
Ihe  protectioii  ^  an  inventory.  By  the  aooeptance  of  the  inheritmce, 
pure  and  simple^  they  bectaie  tiabie  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  aaeeslor, 
proportionably  to  their  interest  in  the  sttodeasioD;  and^  as  they  resided 
permanently  but  of  the  state,  their  rights  in  it  were  subject  to  be 
sensed  by  attaehment;  and  sold^  after  final  judgment,  in  satisiactioft 
thereof.  They  can  not  claim  for  themselves  any  badefit  of  mtUity  in 
those  proceedings.  Nor  can  they  for  the  tninor  heirs,  eren  admitting 
that,  with  respect  to  them,  the  judgment  and  sabsequent  proceeding 
on  it,  by  which  the  defendant  in  the  present  action  claims  title^  are 
Toid,  (which  is  by  no  means  dear.)  Shooki  the  minors,  when  they 
become  of  age,  desire  to  set  aside  the  judgment  or  sale  under  it,  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  appellees,  they  will  only  be  authorised  to  pursue  him 
successfully,  on  payment  of  their  share  of  his  claim  on  the  suooesskHi 
^  their  ancestor.    SeeSN.S.  674. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  deereed,  that  the  jodgOMiit 
of  the  district  coiirt  be  affirined,  with  costs. 

Bvchanaftf  for  the  plaintifil 

WalU  and  LoUeU,  for  the  defondant 


Overton  v.  Gervais,    V,  N.  S.  463, 

FIRST  District. 

With  relation  to  the  only  t>oint  material  to  ddtxtihe  in  this  case, 
the  Court  say: 

As  to  the  application  of  the  plaintiff,  to  hav«  the  judgment  amended 
in  relation  to  the  interest,  we  think  it  ought  to  be  albwed.  It  has 
been  decided,  a  fow  weeks  since^  in  the  cases  of  Breedldve,  Bedford 
k,  Robeson  v.  Jacobs,  and  (jouverneur  t^.  Russel,  that  \vhen  the 
jury  found  a  verdict,  without  iiiterest,  the  court  could  not  give  it  by 
the  judgment  But  in  this  instance,  the  verdict  is  for  a  certain  sum, 
with  interest  The  question  is,  at  what  rate  that  interest  must  be 
calculated?  and  the  answer  to  it  must  be,  whaterei^  interest  the  hw, 
or  the  agreement  of  the  partieiB,  had  establi^ed;  fot  the  ]u<y  mr^  be 
presumed  to  hare  found,  in  relation  to  the  obligations  which  the  one 
or  the  other  created.  In  this  ease  Ihe  original  contract^  and  the  con- 
sent of  parties,  placed  on  record,  had  fixed  it  at  ten  percent  from  the 
time  the  first  instalment  became  due.  That  interest  must,  therefore, 
be  given  in  tin  judgment 
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It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  aimulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  it  is  fur- 
ther ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  plaintiff  do  recover  of 
the  defeodaxU,  the  sum  of  five  thousand  and  ninety*ntne  dollars  and 
ninety.five  cents,  with  interest  from  the  first  day  of  January,  1325, 
at  ten  per  cept  until  paid,  it  being  the  balance  due  on  the  first  insta)- 
meuit,  with  posts  ia  both  courts.  : 


Prion  V.  Adams.     V,  N.  S.  691. 

An  iDttrament  purporting  to  be  a  oopj,  wantin|f  the  ti(|rnatare  of  the  notary  or  parish 
jadge,  is  not  authentic:  but  if  the  original  be  offered,  it  cannot  be  refused. 

FIRST  District. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  plaintiff  appeals  from  a  judgment  of  nonsuit:  the  evidence  he 
offered  having  been  rejected: 

His  action  is  grounded  on  an  authentic  act  A  copy  offered  was 
I'ejected,  because  the  act  did  not  appear  to  have  been  subscribed  by 
Peter  d' Aspit,  the  parish  judge  before  whom  it  purports  to  have  been 
executed. 

It  appears  that  H.  Knoblock  and  Lewis  A.  d'Aspit,  were  the 
witnesses;  and  the  act  has  the  signatures  of  the  parties,  and  of  Kno- 
block— and  Li.  A.  d'Aspit  adds  the  word  «  Judge''  to  his  signature. 
It  is,  therefore,  clear  that  the  instrument  wanting  the  signature  of 
Peter  d'Aspit,  the  parish  judge,  is  not  an  authentic  one,  and  the  no- 
tarial copy  does  not  render  it  so;  nor  its  being  entered  on  the 
minutes  of  the  ofElce:  and  the  district  judge  did  not  err  in  rejecting 
the  copy. 

The  plaintiff  next  offered  in  evidence,  the  original  of  this  act,  which 
was  objected  to  as  not  being  an  authentic  copy,  but  an  original  record. 
The  objection  was  sustained,  and  the  plaintiff  took  a  bill  of  excep- 
tions. 

To  complain  of  a  creditor  who  offers  an  original  title,  instead  of  a 
copy,  is  to  complain  that  the  evidence  is  too  strong.  The  copy  is 
evidence,  only  because  it  is  impossible  or  very  inconvenient  to  bring 
the  original  This  point  was  determined  upwards  of  ten  years  ago, 
by  this  court,  in  the  case  of  Brandon  v.  Pollock  ei  aly  5  Marliny  6 1 3. 
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We  there  held,  that  originals  from  a  notary's  office  could  not  be  re- 
fused, because  they  ought  to  have  remained  there,  and  copies  should 
have  been  taken. 

But  the  rejection  of  the  document  was  not  erroneous,  although 
made  on  erroneous  ground.  The  plaintiff  had  declared  on  an  au- 
thentic act,  and  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  produce  a  private  one; 
at  all  events,  without  praying  its  execution — and  the  defendant 
ought  to  have  had  notice,  in  order  to  prepare  himself  with  proof  to 
meet  that  of  the  plaintiff. 

It  is  said,  that  the  aet  being  written  on  the  notary's  book,  must  be 
considered  as  registered.  Be  it  so;  but  the  registry  does  not  make  a 
private  act  an  authentic  act.  This  has  been  determined  more  than 
once. 

It  is,  therefore  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs* 

•Stigusiinj  for  the  plaintiff. 

Wheeler^  for  the  defendant 
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Perrie  v.  Williams.    V,  N.  S.  604. 

In  an  action  for  damaget  ibr  killing  the  plaintiff*t  alave,  ho  maj  be  permitted  to  strike 

oat  a  charge  of  neglect  in  the  defendant,  in  the  manageaaent  of  hiii  own  farm. 
A  party  cannot  give  hia  own  confereation  in  cTidenoe. 

THIRD  District 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  is  an  action  of  trespass,  in  which  the  plaintiff  claims  damages 
for  the  loss  of  a  slave  which  she  alleges  to  ,have  been  Jcilled  by  the 
defendants.  They  severed  in  their  answers  to  the  petition,  and  sepa- 
rate verdicts  and  judgments  were  rendered  against  them:  Williams 
alone  appealed. 

Two  bills  of  exceptions  are  found  in  the  record,  which  must  be 
disposed  of. 

The  first  is  to  the  opinion  of  the  judge  a  gtiOj  by  which  he  autho- 
rised the  plaintiff  to  strike  out  a  count  in  her  petition,  which  related 
to  the  conduct  of  the  appellant  as  overseer.  The  allegations  in  that 
part  of  the  petition,  had  no  relation  to  the  trespass  in  which  the  slave 
was  destroyed;  but  only  charged  the  overseer  with  gifoss  negligence 
and  mismaaagemeDt  of  the  plantatioD  and  sbivea  of  the  appeliee. — 
It,  in  truth,  was  a  declaration  of  facts-r-*malRng  an  entire  and  distinct 
cause  of  action.  This  part  of  the  sniit  was  di^nissed  by  leave  of  the 
court,  after  the  cauae  was^svibaiitted  to  the  jury;  but  not  until  Wil- 
Uams  had  been  allowed  to  amend  his  pleas,  by  discontinuing  a  claim 
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in  reconveation  for  wages  as  overseer.  Under  sach  circumstances, 
and  in  pursuance  of  the  Code  of  Practice,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  the 
court  below  did  not  err  in  permitting  the  plaintiff  to  discontinue  that 
part  of  her  suit  which  related  to  the  neglect  and  bad  conduct  of  the 
defendant  as  overseer,  &c.    See  C.  P.  532. 

The  second  exception  is,  to  the  refusal  of  the  court  below,  to  allow 
the  appellant's  counsel  to  interrogate  Doctor  Bedford,  a  witness  intro- 
duced by  the  plaintiff,  as  to  a  consultation  which  the  defendant  Wil- 
liams had  with  the  witness,  w  herein  he  exercised  or  palliated  his  ne- 
glect in  not  having  sooner  called  in  surgical  aid  to  the  slave  while 
laboring  under  the  wounds  which  had  been  inflicted  on  him  by  the 
defendant  This  testimony  was  rejected  on  the  ground,  that  no  one 
can  make  evidence  for  himself  The  rule  is  general:  and  we  have 
not  been  able  to  discover  any  thing  in  the  direct  examination  of  the 
witness,  which  creates  an  exception  to  it  in  the  present  case. 

As  the  cause  was  finally  submitted  to  the  jury,  it  presented  a  claim 
for  damages,  resulting  from  an  unjustifiable  violence  and  injury  done 
directly  to  the  property  of  the  plaintiff.  And  the  evidence  appears 
to  us,  to  justify  the  verdict  and  judgment  of  the  inferior,  court 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed^  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  bo  aflSrmed,  with  costs. 

Watts  and  Lohdell^  for  the  plaintiff. 

AT  Caleb  and  Byrnesy  for  the  defendant 


Abat  V.  Nolte's  Syndics.     V,  N.  S.  697. 

If  Um  bill  of  tale  aoknowledgef  payment  of  the  price  before  Um  eale,  tod  two  days  after 
the  Tondee  five  billa  to  the  veodora,  which  are  proteitod,  the  aale  is  not  lo  be  reaeindedi 
eren  on  an  allefation  of  fraod,  the  Tendee  hafin|f  no  fhnda  in  the  drawer's  handa,  ii 
the  latter  were  in  the  habit  of  accepting  the  Tendee's  biU. 

FIRST  District 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court  : 
This  suit  is  brought  to  obtain  a  rescission  of  the  sale  of  a  lot  of 
ground,  situated  in  the  suburb  of  St  Mary,  which  the  plaintiffs  allege 
was  sold  and  conveyed  by  them  to  the  insolvents,  previous  to  tfaw 
failure,  and  for  which  they  received  no  cotwideratioti^attd  in  oense- 
quenoe  of  fraud  in  the  contract^  pray  the  sale  to  be  annulled,  and  the 
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property  to  be  restored  to  them.  Judgment  was  rendered  in  the 
court  below  for  the  defendants;  from  which  the  plaintiffs  appealed. 

Tlie  evidence  of  the  case  shews,  that  the  lot  in  dispute,  was  con- 
veyed, from  the  appellants  to  Nolte  &  Co.  by  a  notarial  act  of  sale, 
made  on  the  25th  June,  1825;  which  contains  an  acknowledgment  of 
the  receipt  of  the  price  for  which  it  was  sold,  as  having  been  paid 
previous  to  the  execution  of  the  act  of  sale.  Two  days  after,  the 
purchasers  drew  a  bill  of  exchange  in  favor  of  J.  Abat,  for  ihe  sum 
of  23,625  francs,  on  Hottengeur  &  Co.  in  Paris;  which  the  plaintiffs 
allege  was  the  only  consideration  given  as  the  price  of  the  property 
sold,  and  that  it  was  given  in  fraud,  and  with  an  intention  to  cheat 
and  deceive  them;  as  the  drawers  had  not  at  the  time  of  making  and 
delivering  the  bill,  any  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  drawees.  The  oral 
testimony,  as  exhibited  on  the  record,  raises  a  violent  presumption, 
that  this  bill  of  exchange  was  in  truth  given  and  received,  as  the 
price  of  the  lot;  although  the  deed  of  sale  acknowledges  payment, 
two  days  before  the  date  of  said  bill. 

The  principal,  and  perhaps  the  only  question  which  arises  in  this 
cause,  proceeds  from  the  suggestion  of  fraud,  in  the  manner  of  pay- 
ment, practised  by  the  vendees.  If  they  acted  in  bad  faith,  and  in- 
tended to  deceive  the  sellers,  by  paying  Uie  price  in  a  bill  of  exchange 
which  they  could  not,  by  any  fair  calculations  in  the  course  of  trade 
have  expectedthe  drawees  to  accept  and  pay,  their  conduct  was  fraud- 
ulent in  a  very  high  degree,  and  perhaps  sufficient  to  fviolate  and 
annul  the  whole  contract,  so  far  as  they  alone  are  interested  in  it.  But 
the  whole  evidence  shows  clearly,  from  the  nature  of  the  correspon- 
dence, which  existed  between  the  house  of  V.  Nolte  &  Co.  and  that 
of  Hottengeur  &  Co.  in  Paris,  that  the  former  might  have  drawn  on 
the  latter  in  good  faith,  and  in  confident  expectation  of  having  their 
bills  honored,  at  the  period  when  the  bill  in  question  was  drawn.  It 
was  probably  owing  to  an  event,  disastrous  in  its  effects,  to  many 
mercriants  of  high  standing,  both  in  the  United  States  and  many  parts 
of  Europe,  and  which  could  not  be  or  was  not  foreseen  by  the  wisest 
among  them,  that  the  bill,  which  is  now  alleged  to  have  been  fraudu- 
lently impossd  on  the  plaintiffs,  was  not  accepted  and  paid.  We  have 
it  in  proof,  in  the  present  case,  that  the  great  and  sudden  diminution 
in  the  price  of  cotton,  which  took  place  in  the  markets  of  Europe,  in 
the  month  of  July,  1825,  created  a  general  alarm  and  distrust  amongst 
merchants.  It  is  true,  as  appears  from  the  testimony  of  one  of  the 
witnesses,  that  V.  Nolte  &  Co.  had  no  funds  in  the  possession  of 
the  drawees,  at  the  time  the  bill  was  drawn;  but  they  were  in  the 
constant  habit  of  drawing  in  anticipation,  on  funds  to  be  placed  to 
meet  their  drafts.  This,  we  believe  to  be  a  practice  not  unusual 
amongst  merchants,  who  have  been  long  in  correspondence  with  each 
other,  and. where  reciprocal  credit  has  been  well  established,  by  a 
constant  exchange  of  good  faith  and  punctuality. 

We,  therefore,  conclude  that,  in  relation  to  the  sale  and  transfer  of 
the  lot  of  ground  in  question,  no  fraud  intervened,  aiid  that  nothing 
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has  been  shown  on  the  part  of  the  appellants,  which  can  legaUy  kmi- 
lidate  the  tiile  obtained  by  the  insolvents,  and  which  has  been  regu- 
larly transferred  to  their  sjrndics.  The  property  must  be  considered 
as  belonging  to  the  estate  of  the  bankrupts;  and  as  such,  liable  to  be 
disposed  of  according  to  law.  Whether  the  plaintiffs  may  be  entitled 
to  any  privilege  on  the  price  for  which  it  may  sell,  as  vendors,  is  a 
question  not  now  to  be  settled. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  aciyudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Denis  J  for  the  plaintiff. 

Eusiii,  for  the  defendants. 


Beou  V.  Morgan.    V,  N.  S.  701. 

The  fhire  of  a  co^boir  ouuKit  be  veiaed  on  an  execution. 

FIRST  District 

Mathkws,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court* 

In  this  suit  the  petitioner  alleges,  that  she  is  the  owner  of  a  slave 

which  w^  seised  bv  the  defendant,  as  sheriff,  by  virtue  of  a  Jieri 

,  facias^  in  the  case  of  Waterman  t;.  Beon.    She  claims  title  as  heir  to  her 

mother,.and  in  consequence  of  an  amicable  partition  made  in  the  stute 

.  of  Vijiginia,  between  her  and  her  co4)eirs,  of  whom  Thomas  Beon  is 

one. 

The  defendant  acknowledges  the  seisure,  and  states  in  his  answer, 
that  it  was  not  under  execution,  but  attachment  The  object  of  the 
suit  appears  to  be,  to  daim  possession  of  the  property,  of  which  the 
plaintiff  alleges  she  has  been  illegally  deprived.  The  court  below,  in 
rendering  judgment,  seems  to  have  considered  the  setsure  as  having 
been  made,  by  authority  of  an  execution,  and  ordered  that  the  slave 
should  be  restored  to  the  plaintiff;  and  from  4be  judgment  thus  sen- 
dered,  the  plaintiff  appealed. 

Whether  the  seimee  a#id  deteotion  w^tre  m^^  in  p»urau9npe  of  a 
writ  of  attachment,  or  ^Sertybdat,  can  not  affect  the  d^ision  in  the 
present  case,  which  may  well  be  consid^^  as  a  possessory  aoUon. 

The  judgea  fiM»,4ecHn?d  giving^  wy  opii^UHi  i»  velation  Ho  the^e^cln- 
siveness  of  the  plaintiff's  title,  believing  (itispiesum^)  that  the  situv 
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tion  of  the  parties  to  this  suit,  does  not  authorise  a  final  adjudication,  on 
the  alleged  partition.  In  this  we  think  he  was  correct.  Whether 
the  appellee  be  sole  or  joint  owner  of  the  slave  which  was  seized,  she 
can  not  in  oar  opinion,  be  legally  deprived  of  possession,  in  the  mode 
pursued  by  the  defendant.  If  the  seizure  was  made  by  mesne  pro- 
cess of  attachment,  nothing  more  was  attachable,  than  such  interest 
as  the  defendant,  in  that  proceeding,  might  have  as  co-heir,  in  pro- 
perty which  was  common  to  him  and  the  present  plaintiff;  and  the 
latter  ought  not  to  have  been  ousted  of  her  legal  possession. 

If  the  property  was  taken  under  execution,  the  measure  was  ille- 
gal; because  the  undivided  share  belonging  to  a  co-heir,  in  a  succes- 
sion, can  not  be  seized  on  execution,  &c. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Moreau  Lislety  for  the  plaintiff. 

fVatls  and  Lobdtlly  for  the  defendant. 


TurnbuU  d  al.  v.  Freret.     V,  N.  S,  703. 

An  executor  may  novate  a  debt  of  the  estate. 

FIRST  District 

PoRTEB,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  is  an  action  on  a  promissory  note,  made  so  far  back  as  the 
year  1802. — The  defendant  pleads  a  discharge  under  the  insolvent 
laws  of  the  late  territory  of  Orleans,  dated  in  the  month  of  January, 
1806.  There  was  judgment  in  his  favor  in  the  court  of  the  first 
instance,  and  the  plaintiff  here  appealed. 

The  argument  at  the  bar,  has  principally  turned  on  the  regularity 
and  effect  of  the  proceedings  under  the  cesaio  botwrum;  which  are 
pleaded  as  a  bar  to  the  action.  The  strongest  objection  urged  against 
them,  is  the  want  of  the  plaintiff's  name  on  the  bilan;  and  the  consi- 
deration of  this  objection,  draws  our  attention  to  the  point  on  which 
we  think  the  merits  of  the  case  rest. 

The  note  on  which  the  suit  is  brought,  is  in  the  following  words: 
«<  Good  for  five  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty-three  Spanish 
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milled  dollan,  payable  on  the  first  day  of  January  next,  to  the  ordffl* 
of  Mr.  Charles  Norwood,  executor  of  Messrs.  Trumbull  and  Joyce, 
for  balance  due  to  the  said  estate. — New  Orleans,  1st  January,  1802. 
(Signed)  Jas.  Fbxbkt." 

Norwood  was  placed  on  die  bilan  as  a  creditor;  but  the  plaintiffi 
insist  that  the  insertion  of  his  name  there  did  not  bind  them.  That  it 
was  their  debt,  not  his;  and  his  year  of  executorship  had  expired  at 
the  time  the  defendant  failed. 

Whether  it  was  his  debt,  or  theirs,  depends  on  the  effect  which 
should  be  given  to  the  note  already  set  out  If  it  produced  a  nova- 
tion of  the  debt  due  to  the  ancestors  of  the  plaintiflb,  then  Norwood, 
the  executor,  was  the  creditor. 

Should  it  appear  that  the  executor  had  authority  to  novate  the  debt, 
we  are  satisfied  he  did  so,  by  taking  a  note  payable  to  himself  or 
order.  The  defendant  then  owed  him,  or  the  person  to  whom  he 
might  endorse  it  The  words,  as  executor,  can  be  considered  in  no 
other  light,  but  as  words  of  description.  That  point  has  more  than 
once  been  decided  in  this  court,  in  reference  to  obligations  which 
can  not  be  distinguished  from  that  now  before  us.  It  is  beyond  doubt, 
that  if  Norwood  had  sought  to  enforce  payment  from  the  defendant, 
he  might  have  pleaded  in  compensation,  any  debt  which  the  payee 
owed  him.     5  Mart.  201;  10  Ibid.  463. 

It  is,  however,  contended,  that  the  executor  had  no  authority  to 
novate  the  debt — that  a  general  power  was  not  sufficient  for  that 
purpose — that  it  should  have  been  special. 

This  court  thinks  differently.  A  tutor,  executor,  or  any  person 
having  a  general  procuration,  may  make  a  novation.  The  rule  of 
the  Roman  law  was,  that  whoever  had  a  right  to  receive  payment, 
had  a  right  to  novate.  Cui  rede  solviiury  is  eiiam  novare  potest. 
There  was  an  exception  to  the  rule,  where  the  agent  had  only  a  par- 
ticular power  to  receive;  because  non  debet  egredi  Jinibus  mandati. 
But  wherever  the  authority  was  general,  the  right  existed,  ff.  liv. 
46,  tit.  2, 1.  10,  and  29,  sect.  1.     PotAier  on  Ob.  555,  556,  557. 

It  was  urged,  that  the  heirs  might,  if  they  chose,  approve  of  this 
act  of  the  executor,  receive  the  note  from  him,  and  bring  suit  against 
the  debtor.  This  is  certainly  correct  They  may  do  so.  But  then 
they  must  sue  in  the  name  of  the  person  to  whom  the  note  was  made 
payable.  The  legal  title  to  receive  the  money  is,  vested  in  him  by 
the  novation;  and  the  heirs  cannot  pass  it  by,  and  commence  an 
action  in  their  own  name. 

This  course  has  not  been  pursued  here,  and  it  will  be  time  enough 
when  it  is  resorted  to,  to  examine  whether  the  dischai^e  which  the 
defendant  obtained  under  the  insolvent  law  is  binding  on  Norwood. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

fFatts  and  Lobdell^  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Orymesy  for  the  defendant 
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Fluker  v.  Turner.    V,  N.  S.  707. 

THIRD  District 

He  who  has  an  interest  in  a  judgment,  without  being  a  party  on 
record,  cannot  control  the  execution. 
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CONTINUED- 


Bore  V.  Bush  et  al.    YI,  N.  S.  I. 

FOURTH  District 

The  plaintiff  has  a  right  to  put  his  case  to  the  jury,  and  cannot  be 
nonsuited  by  the  court  contrarjr  to  his  will. 

A  justice  of  the  peace  derives  no  protection  from  his  official  capa- 
city, when  he  does  not  act  within  his  jurisdiction. 

Free  persons  of  color  are  entitled  to  a  trial  by  jury,  and  can  not 
be  tried  for  offences  by  a  justice  of  the  peace.  Scks  1  Martinis 
Digesi,  688,  100, 648, 46. 
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Parish  of  Orleans  v.  Morgan.     VI,  N.  S.  3. 

When  the  judgrment  of  a  criminal  court  is  the  foundation  of  a  civil  suit,  it  may  be  giTcn 

in  evidence  thereon. 
When  such  a  court,  without  exceeding  its  authority,  directs  the  payment  of  a  fine,  U 

cannot  be  decreed  to  another  person  while  the  judgment  remains  in  force. 
A  jjudgment  under  the  third  section  of  (he  Act  of  March,  97th,  1823,  ought,  perhaps 

muat  direct,  that  the  fiue  should  be  paid  to  the  Hospital  as  the  act  directs. 

FIRST  District 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  Criminal  Court  of  New  Orleans,  rendered  the  following  judg- 
ment in  the  case  of  the  "  State  v.  Chardon."  "  The  defendant  Joseph 
Chardon,  being  in  court,  as  aforesaid,  and  having  nothing  to  oflfer, 
why  sentence  of  the  law,  on  the  verdict  of  the  jury,  should  not  be 
passed  on  him.  Therefore,  ordered  by  the  court,  that  the  said  Joseph 
Chardon,  for  his  offence  aforesaid,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  sentenced,  in 
virtue  of  the  third  section  of  an  act,  entitled,  *  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  Charity  Hospital,  of  New  Orleans,  approved  March  27,  1823/ 
to  pay  a  fine  of  one  thousand  dollars,  to  the  benefit  of  the  Charity 
Hospital,  and  be  imprisoned  for  the  space  of  thirty  days,  to  pay  the 
costs  of  prosecution,  and  stand  committed  until  the  said  fine  of  1000 
dollars  and  costs  of  prosecution  be  paid.     June  14th,  1826.** 

The  3d  section  of  the  act  referred  to  in  this  judgment,  after  direct- 
ing that  a  certain  number  of  gambling  houses  might  be  licensed  in 
New  Orleans,  and  prohibiting  the  opening  of  any  other,  declared  that 
any  person  acting  in  contravention  of  this  act,  should  be  prosecuted 
by  the  attorney-general,  and  should,  on  conviction  thereof,  be  con- 
demned to  pay  a  fine  which  should  not  exceed  1000  dollars,  to  the 
benefit  of  the  Charity  Hospital,  and  to  an  imprisonment,  which  should 
not  exceed  six  months,  nor  be  less  than  thirty  days. 

By  the  26th  section  of  the  act  to  organise  the  city  court,  passed  the 
18th  February,  1825,  it  is  enacted,  that  all  fines  imposed  by  the 
criminal  court,  of  the  first  district,  shall  be  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Parish  of  Orleans. 

Under  this  law  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish,  claim  the  fine  imposed, 
by  the  sentence  of  the  criminal  court.  In  the  petition  they  state,  that 
the  money  has  come  into  the  hands  of  the  sheriff^  and  they  pray  that 
he  may  be  directed  to  pay  it  over  to  them. 

The  Charity  Hospital,  who  intervene,  aver,  that  they  are  entitled 
to  the  fine,  in  virtue  of  the  sentence  of  the  criminal  court 
Vol.  III.— 61 
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The  defendant  pleads,  that  he  is  but  a  stakeholder,  and  submits  by 
his  answer  to  the  conrt  to  decide,  which  of  the  parties  he  should  pay. 

The  court  below  gave  judgment  in  favor  of  the  Parish,  and  the 
Charity  Hospital  appealed. 

The  most  important  question  in  the  cause,  is  the  effect  of  the  judg- 
ment of  the  criminal  court.  The  general  rule  is,  that  judgments  in 
criminal  cases  are  not  evidence  in  civil  actions.  But  where  the 
judgment  in  the  criminal  court,  is  the  foundation  of  the  civil  suit, 
then  an  exception  is  necessarily  presented  to  the  rule.  For  if  that 
judgment  cannot  be  evidence  for  the  defendant,  it  must  be  equally 
inadmissible  as  evidence  for  the  plaintiff,  and  consequently  the  latter 
would  be  without  any  cause  of  action.  It  is  true,  however,  that  if, 
in  one  part  of  the  judgment,  the  court  acted  on  matters  of  which  it 
had  jurisdiction,  and  in  another,  exceeded  its  power,  a  party  claiming 
the  benefit  of  that  part,  of  which  the  court  took  cognisance,  could  not 
be  concluded  by  another  branch  of  it,  in  which  the  judge  wanted 
jurisdiction  ratione  materim. 

It  is  the  application  of  this  principle,  that  has  created  the  greatest 
difficulty  in  deciding  this  case.  The  criminal  court  had,  clearly, 
authority  to  fine  and  imprison  the  offender;  but  it  is  contended,  that 
it  had  no  power  to  decide  between  the  two  parties,  who  set  up  a 
claim  to  that  fine:  that  this  claim  though  originating  in  matters  cog- 
nisable by  a  court  of  criminal  judicature,  became,  as  soon  as  judg- 
ment was  pronounced,  one  of  a  purely  civil  natmre. 

The  point  is  certainly  not  free  from  difficulty;  and  it  is  one  of  the 
first  impression,  at  least,  our  researches  have  not  enabled  us  to  disco- 
ver, that  any  thing  of  the  same  kind,  has  been  heretofore  agitated 
and  decided.  We  have  looked  into  the  English  books  for  information, 
as  to  the  judgments  which  their  courts  then  sitting,  for  the  trial  of 
offences,  pronounce  in  similar  cases,  and  though  the  subject  is  not 
treated  with  the  clearness  we  could  have  desired,  it  appears  to  us 
that  the  judgment  may  be  either  general,  leaving  the  fine  to  be  dis- 
tributed according  to  law,  or  it  may  be  special,  and  declare  who  it 
shall  be  paid  to.  1  Bac.  Ab.  69;  2  Hawk.  P.  C.  397;  4  Burrow,  20, 
18. 

Under  the  statute  by  which  this  fine  was  imposed,  the  authority 
of  the  court  to  direct  how  the  money  to  be  levied  from  the  offender 
should  be  paid  over,  is  less  doubtful,  than  it  would  be  on  general 
principles.  It  directs,  that  the  party  shall  be  condemned  to  pay  a 
fine,  to  the  benefit  olf  the  Charity  Hospital.  A  judgment  in  obedience 
to  this  law  ought,  nay,  perhaps,  must  direct,  that  the  fine  should  be 
paid  to  the  Hospital,  as  the  act  directs. 

Believing*  therefore,  that  the  court  below,  did  not  exceed  its  pow- 
ers, in  ordering  how  the  fine  should  be  paid,  we  cannot,  while  that 
judgment  stands  unreversed,  direct  that  the  money  be  paid  to  another. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided,  and  reversed;  and  it  is  fiu*- 
ther  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  defendant,  Morgan,  pay 
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over  to  the  interpleaders,  the  Charity  Hospital,  the  moneys  in  his 
hands  arising  from  the  fine  imposed,  by  the  criminal  court,  on  Joseph 
Chardon,  and  that  the  plaintiflfs  pay  costs  in  both  courts. 

Moreau^  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Morse,  for  the  defendant. 


Buquoi  V.  Hampton.     VI,  N.  S.  8. 

FIRST  District. 

Every  variance,  in  point  of  time,  between  the  allegation  and  the 
proof  is  not  fatal. 

A  clause  in  a  contract,  that  differences  arising  under  it  shall  be 
settled  by  arbitrators  cannot  be  urged  at  the  trial,  if  not  pleaded. 


CiicuUu  V.  Orleans  Insurance  Company. 

V,  N.  S.  11. 

Und«r  a  warrantj  against  teisure  for  illicit  trade,  the  inaarers  are  not  released  from 
liabilitj  for  illegal  seixure  and  detention.  And  this  principle  applies  as  well,  whore 
part  of  the  cargo  is  illegally,  and  part  rightfully  seized. 

FIRST  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

This  case,  which  is  now  before  us,  after  a  rehearing,  is  the  same 
in  all  its  parts,  as  that  of  the  same  plaintiff  against  the  State  Insurance 
Company,  which  lately  underwent  so  much  discussion  in  this  court, 
except  in  relation  to  a  billiard  table,  which  was  expressly  excluded 
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from  the  general  condemnation  pronounced  against  the  rest  of  the 
cargo. 

The  policy  of  insurance  contains  an  exception,  "  warranted  free 
from  any  charge,  damage  or  loss,  which  may  arise  in  consequence  of 
engaging,  or  having  been  engaged,  in  illicit  trade.'* 

The  defendants  contend,  that  the  seizure  of  this  part  of  the  cargo 
was  caused  by  the  plaintiff  being  engaged  in  an  illicit  trade,  in  re- 
spect to  other  portions  of  it;  and  that  they  are  protected  by  the  war- 
ranty, already  stated. 

The  insertion  of  this  clause  of  warranty,  is  comparatively  a  modem 
date  in  policies  of  insurance,  and  the  decision  of  courts  in  relation  to  it, 
are,  as  yet,  neither  very  numerous,  nor  satisfactory.  By  some  it  has 
been  held,  that  the  insurers  are  liable  under  this  exception  for  a  loss 
by  seizure,  under  a  pretence  of  illicit  trade — when,  in  fact,  no  such 
trade  has  been  carried  on,  or  attempted.  By  others,  that  the  insurers 
are  not  responsible  for  seizure,  when  the  goods  are  afterwards 
acquitted. — See  13  Johns.  Rep.  161;  11  Mass.  Rep.  107;  Marshall, 
346;  Phillips  on  Ins.  293,  294,  295. 

If  the  whole  cargo  had  been  illegally  seized  without  sufficient 
cause,  and  afterwards  released,  we  should  have  been  clear  the 
assured  might  recover  under  the  clause  in  the  policy,  by  which  they 
were  protected  against  the  arrests  and  detainments  of  foreign  govern- 
ments. The  warranty  under  any  fair  view  of  its  meaning,  or  the 
intention  of  the  parties,  can  not  be  construed  to  extend  further  than 
to  protect  the  assurers  against  illicit  trade  actually  carried  on,  or 
attempted;  not  against  arbitrary  arrests,  made  on  a  pretence  that 
there  was  illicit  trade,  when,  in  truth,  no  such  thing  existed.  The 
language  used,  repels  any  such  construction.  It  warrants  against 
illicit  trade;  not  against  what  others,  for  their  own  convenience  or 
interest,  might  choose  to  denominate  such,  when  they  make  the 
seizure.  If  the  intention  of  the  parties  had  been  to  exclude  irregular 
detainments  from  the  risk,  we  can  not  suppose  they  would  have 
expressed  this  idea  by  using  the  words,  "engaging  or  being  engaged 
in  illicit  trade;"  for  these  expressions  suppose  the  fact  to  exist,  and 
the  interpretation  for  which  the  assurers  contend  would  discharge 
them,  whether  that  fact  existed  or  not.  We  see  nothing  in  the  rea- 
son of  the  thing;  and  we  know  of  no  rule  of  construction,  which 
would  authorise  such  a  latitude  to  be  taken,  in  opposition  to  the  plain 
language  used  in  the  contract. 

The  doubt  with  us  has  been,  whether  this  principle  can  be  applied 
where  part  of  the  cargo  is  illegally,  and  part  rightfully,  seized. 
Opposed  to  it  is  the  argument  of  the  defendants,  that  the  loss  occurred 
in  consequence  of  the  plaintiff's  being  engaged  in  an  illicit  trade. 
Still  we  are  unable  to  see  any  satisfactory  reason  by  which  the  cases 
can  be  distinguished.  The  loss  warranted  against,  was  that  which 
should  result  from  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  country  where  the 
goods  were  to  be  carried:  not  against  illegal  arrest  or  detention. 
Nothing  has  been  shown  in  the  laws  of  Mexico,  which  authorises  a 
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seizure  of  a  lawful  portion  of  a  cargo^  because  other  parts  of  it  are 
unlawful.  The  sentence  of  acquittal  negatives  the  idea  that  any  such 
exist;  and  is,  in  fact,  an  acknowledgment  that  the  seizure  was  impro- 
perly made — it  being  a  perfectly  well  settled  principle,  that  a  decree 
of  restitution  is  conclusive  evidence  of  a  tortious  seizure.  The  pos- 
session, therefore,  which  the  officers  of  the  customs  took  of  the  goods, 
can  be  considered  in  no  other  light,  but  as  an  act  of  illegal  arrest  and 
detention;  and  of  such  acts  we  are  clear,  the  clause  of  warranty  did 
not  throw  the  risk  on  the  assured. — Curia  Phillip,  lib,  3,  cap.  10; 
Pena  de  comiso,  No.  3;  13  Johns.  141 ;  2  Wheaton,  1;  3  Ibid.  312, 320. 

The  former  judgment  of  the  court,  therefore,  must  be  so  modified 
as  to  enable  the  plain tiflf  to  recover  the  amount  of  the  property  already 
mentioned:  and  it  is  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judg- 
ment of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  it 
is  further  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  plaintiff  do  recover 
of  the  defendants,  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  eighty-two  dollars, 
with  costs  in  both  courts. 

Strawbridge^  for  the  plaintiff. 

EusiiSy  for  the  defendants. 


Ramsay  v.  Livingston.     VI,  N.  S.  15. 

Members  of  congress  enjoy  no  other  privilege,  in  civil  cases,  than  exemption  from 

arrest 
A  curator  may  be  appointed  to  an  absentee,  in  the  service  of  the  public 
If  a  transfer  be  written  on  the  back  of  a  note,  but  not  signed,  and  the  note  remains  in 

the  payee's  hands,  the  transfer  must  be  considered  as  inchoate. 

FIRST  District. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  defendant  being  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States,  and  in  attendance  on  Congress,  the  plaintiff,  on  the 
sheriff's  return  that  he  was  not  to  be  found,  had  a  curator  ad  litem^ 
appointed  for  him. 

This  gentleman  neglecting  to  answer,  judgment  by  default  was 
taken,  and  on  his  motion  set  aside,  and  several  months  were  given 
him  to  correspond  with  the  defendant.     At  the  expiration  of  these, 
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no  answer  being  fiied,  judgment  by  default  was  again  taken  and  set 
aside. 

Finally,  the  curator  pleaded  that  the  defendant  was  not  an  absen- 
tee in  the  sense  in  which  that  word  is  used  in  that  part  of  the  Code 
which  treats  of  the  appointment  of  curators.  The  general  issue  was 
also  pleaded.  There  was  judgment  for  the  plaintiff^  and  the  defen- 
dant appealed. 

We  are  not  aware  that  members  of  congress  enjoy  any  privilege 
or  exemption  in  civil  cases,  other  than  the  absolute  freedom  of  their 
persons,  tundo^  morando  et  redeundo. 

In  the  appointment  of  a  curator  it  does  not  appear  to  us  that  the 
judge  ought  to  be  influenced  by  the  absence  being  on  public  ser- 
vice. 

If  a  citizen  goes  to  Canton,  as  Consul  of  tlie  United  States,  and  the 
person  in  whose  charge  he  left  his  estate  here  die,  the  absence  of  the 
former  on  public  service,  is  surely  no  reason  why  his  estate  should  be 
left  unprotected;  and  a  curator  must  be  appointed,  if  necessary.  So 
it  is  with  the  estate  of  a  citizen  absent  on  any  other  account 

But  curators  are  appointed,  at  times,  for  the  interest  of  the  absen- 
tee; at  others,  for  that  of  his  creditors,  when  he  leaves  his  concerns 
in  such  a  situation  that  those  creditors  cannot  establish  their  claims 
or  enforce  payment  In  such  a  case,  justice  as  forcibly  requires  the 
appointment  of  a  curator  to  a  citizen  absent  on  public  duty,  as  to  any 
other  person,  unless  our  laws  have  provided  a  particular  privilege 
or  exemption  in  favor  of  the  former.  We  are  not  aware  that  they 
have. 

By  Partida  3, 2,  12,  if  a  debtor  be  in  captivity  or  absent,  his  credi- 
tors may  require  that  a  curator  be  appointed,  against  whom  suits 
may  be  instituted. 

By  the  old  Civil  Code,  15,  art  8,  the  judge  before  whom  a  suit  is 
pending,  in  which  an  absentee  is  directly  or  indirectly  interested,  is 
to  appoint  a  person  to  defend  his  rights,  if  he  be  not  otherwise  repre- 
sented. 

This,  perhaps,  might  be  said  to  extend  only  to  suits  pending,  not 
to  those  to  be  instituted;  but  the  New  Code  puts  this  beyond  all 
doubt,  and  directs  the  appointment  of  a  curator  ad  hoc,  ^if  a  suit  be 
instituted  against  an  absentee."  Now  a  suit  is  instituted  by  the 
mere  filing  of  the  petition,  and  taking  out  process.  The  French  part 
of  the  Code  is  more  particular,  "  si  Von  a  forme  une  aclionJ*^ 

On  this  part  of  the  case  we  are  with  the  plaintiff. 
On  the  merits,  it  is  urged  that  the  payee  of  the  note,  the  plaintifi^ 
parted  with  his  interest  in  the  note,  and  consequently  cannot  main- 
tain a  suit  thereon,  without  showing  that  it  was  re-transferred  to  him, 
or  that  he  otherwise  re-acquired  it  The  evidence  of  the  fiict  thus 
alleged,  is  shown  by  an  endorsement  on  the  back  of  the  note,  stating 
that  it  was  transferred  to  another  person,  without  any  recourse  on 
the  original  payee.    But  the  record  shows  this  transfer  was  not 
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signed,  and  while  the  payee  remains  in  possession  of  the  note,  the 
transfer  must  be  viewed  as  inchoate. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Hoffmatiy  for  the  plaintiflF. 

Smithy  for  the  defendant. 


Sarapiire  v.  Debuys.     VI,  N.  S.  1 8. 

A  mother  bai  no  ri^ht  to  parchafo  property  for  her  minor  child. 
A  minor  can  neither  alienate,  nor  purchase  property,  without  the  authority  of  justice* 
But  on  his  coming  of  age  he  may  ratify  an  acquisition  or  alienation  of  property  made  for 
him  during  his  minority. 

FIRST  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

This  is  an  action  to  enforce  a  lien,  which  the  plaintiff  states  she 
had  on  property  that  the  defendant,  or  those  under  whom  he  holds, 
purchased  from  her  mother.  The  lien  is  stated  to  arise  from  the 
mother  having  received,  as  tutrix,  the  inheritance  which  the  peti- 
tioner derived  from  her  deceased  father,  and  from  her  having  failed 
to  pay  it  over. 

The  defence  assumes  several  grounds  in  the  answer.  But  in  the 
argument  in  this  court,  it  has  been  narrowed  to  what  the  evidence 
shows  is  the  real  gist  of  the  contest,  namely,  the  effects  of  a  sale  made 
by  order  of  the  court  of  probates. 

The  defendant  insists  that  the  property  on  which  the  tacit  lien  or 
mortgage  is  now  sought  to  be  enforced,  made  a  part  of  the  estate  of 
the  father;  that  it  was  sold  by  a  decree  of  the  probate  court,  under 
which  it  was  purchased  by  those  from  whom  he  acquired  it,  and  that 
consequently  the  mortgage  existing  on  it,  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff, 
and  the  other  heirs  of  the  ancestor,  was  extinguished. 

The  plaintiff  admits  that  a  probate  sale  of  the  estate  left  by  the 
father,  would  have  that  effect,  but  she  contends  that  the  house  and 
lot  on  which  she  now  claims  a  lien,  was  not  the  property  of  the  father 
but  that  of  the  mother,  and  that  as  she  was  alive  at  the  time,  no  such 
effect  follows  the  ahenation  made  by  order  of  the  court  of  probates. 
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The  positions  which  both  parties  have  assumed,  in  respect  to  the  lav, 
are  correct.  The  question,  therefore,  for  our  decision,  is  one  of  fact 
From  the  evidence  produced,  it  appears  that  some  time  before  the 
dissolution  of  their  marriage,  the  father  and  mother  of  the  plaintiff  re- 
moved from  this  country  to  France,  and  that  previous  to  their  depar- 
ture they  sold  all  the  movable  and  immovable  property  which  they 
possessed.  The  father  having  died  in  Europe,  the  mother  returned 
to  this  state.  Previous  to  an  inventory  being  made  of  the  property 
in  common  between  them,  she  purchased  two  lots;  one  of  whidi  is 
the  subject  of  the  present  suit  When  the  notary  made  the  inventory 
she  presented  these  lots  as  making  a  part  of  the  succession  of  her  de- 
ceased husband,  and  repeated  the  declaration  several  times;  but  also 
stated  that  they  had  been  acquired  by  her  since  his  decease.  They 
were  inserted  in  the  inventory  as  common  property,  acquired  by  the 
wife,  since  the  decease  of  the  husband,  and  sold  as  making  a  part  of 
the  succession. 

The  only  way  in  which  the  court  can  understand  and  reconcile 
the  evidence,  is,  that  the  widow,  after  the  decease  of  her  husband, 
purchased,  with  the  community  funds,  this  property,  and  that  sup- 
posing she  had  a  right  to  do  so,  and  that  the  children  had  an  equal 
mterest  in  it  with  herself,  she  presented  it  to  be  inventoried,  as  malung 
a  part  of  the  estate. 

But  it  is  clear  that  the  mother  had  no  right  to  make  this  purchase 
on  account  of  her  children,  to  whom  she  was  tutrix.  Minors  can 
neither  alienate  nor  acquire  property,  without  the  authority  of  justice. 
FebrerOf  vol,  2,  cap.  4,  seel.  2,  no.  61. 

It  is,  however,  equally  clear,  that  the  minor  after  he  comes  of  age 
may  approve,  either  of  the  alienation  of  his  estate  or  the  purchase 
made  for  him;  and  if  he  does  any  act  which  at^nounts  to  such  appro- 
bation, the  contract  is  as  binding  on  him  as  if  made  at  the  age  of  ma- 
jority. 

The  only  doubt  we  have  had  in  this  case,  was  whether  this  appro- 
bation was  not  shown  here.  The  amount  of  the  inventory  is  17,291 
dollars  50  cents;  and  this  sum  is  formed  in  part  of  the  very  property 
on  which  the  ])etitioner  seeks  to  enforce  her  mortgage.  The  judg- 
ment of  the  court  of  probates  establishing  her  claim  against  her 
mother  assumes  this  sum  of  17,291  dollars  50  cents,  as  the  amount 
of  the  community  property.  It  is  evident  therefore  that  the  value  of 
this  lot  was  taken  into  consideration  by  the  court  in  fixing  the  sum 
due  by  the  mother. 

It  appeared  to  us,  therefore,  on  the  first  examination  of  the  case, 
that  the  plaintiff  could  not  claim  the  value  of  this  lot  as  making  a 
part  of  her  father's  estate,  and  at  the  same  time  claim  a  lien  on  it  as 
belonging  to  her  mother.  But  a  close  examination  of  the  evidence 
does  not  enable  us  to  assume  this  position.  The  pleadings  in  the 
suit  before  the  court  of  probates  have  been  produced,  but  the  proof 
there  adduced,  has  not  It  appears  from  the  former  the  petitioner 
alleged  that  the  father  left  a  Urge  estate  which  came  into  her  mo- 
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therms  possession.  Whether  the  inventory  was  produced  in  evidence 
or  not,  we  cannot  say,  though  there  is  a  strong  presumption  it  was,froiii 
the  judgment  adopting  it  as  the  amount  of  the  estate  in  common  be- 
tween father  and  mother.  But  in  giving  the  defendant  the  benefit 
of  that  presumption,  we  cannot  refuse  to  the  plaintiflF  the  benefit  of 
another,  that  it  was  introduced  to  support  the  allegations  in  the  peti- 
tion, which  were,  that  a  large  estate  had  come  into  the  mother's 
hands.  Of  the  fact,  the  inventory  was  evidence,  though  it  had  all  been 
composed  of  property  purchased  by  the  mother,  with  the  funds  of 
the  estate,  when  it  contained  her  declaration  to  that  effect.  And 
what  is  conclusive  of  this  being  the  purpose  for  which  the  instrument 
was  introduced,  is,  that  the  rights  of  the  minors  are  ascertained,  by 
reference  to  what  the  property  was  estimated  for,  not  what  it  was 
sold  at.  Now,  if  it  had  been  considered  as  making  a  part  of  the 
father's  estate,  they  could  only  have  had  the  price  which  it  brought 
at  auction. 

But  there  is  evidently  an  error  in  the  judgment  of  the  district  court, 
one  into  which  it  was  led  by  a  mistake  in  that  of  the  court  of  pro- 
bates. The  latter  declares  that  the  property  in  community  was 
17,291  dollars  50  cents.  That  the  father's  share  was  8745  dollars 
75  cents,  after  deducting  the  costs,  amounting  to  1000  dollars,  and 
that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  the  one-sixth  of  the  sum  last  men- 
tioned, namely  2715  dollars  25  cents. 

In  this  calculation  there  are  two  errors:  First,  the  father's  share, 
after  deducting  1000  dollars  out  of  17,291  dollars  50  cents,  is  only 
8145  dollars  75  cents;  and  secondly,  the  one-sLxth  of  this  sum  is  not 
2715  dollars  25  cents,  but  1357  dollars  62)  cents. 

No  appeal  has  been  taken  by  the  persons  cited  in  warranty,  in 
regard  to  whom  there  is  a  separate  judgment  on  record.  The  rever- 
sal, therefore,  which  we  are  about  to  pronounce,  will  only  extend  to 
the  decree  rendered  between  the  parties  before  us. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  it  is  fur- 
ther ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  defendant  pay  to  the 
plaintiff,  within  ten  days  after  the  notification  of  the  judgment,  the 
sum  of  1357  dollars  62i  cents,  with  the  costs  of  this  suit,  in  the  court 
of  the  first  instance,  and  on  the  neglect  or  refusal  to  pay  the  same,  that 
the  premises  mentioned  in  the  petition  be  seized  and  sold  for  the 
payment  of  said  sums;  and  it  is  further  ordered,  adjudged  and 
decreed,  that  the  appellees  pay  the  costs  of  appeals. 

Hennerij  for  the  plaintiff. 

Derbigny^  for  the  defendant. 
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Millaudon  v.  The  Judge  of  the  Parish  of  Jefferson. 
VI,  N.  S.  24. 

PARISH  Coait  of  Jefferson. 

The  Supreme  Court  caunot  give  relief  against  the  imposition  of  a 
fine  of  forty  dollars. 


Pattin  Abadie  v.  Poydras.     VI,  N.  S.  26. 

The  impotatioo  of  a  fwymeDt  it  by  Uw  made  to  the  most  onerout  debt,  o  to  a  mort- 
gtfe,  when  tbere  are  other  ordinary  debts. 

FOURTH  District 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

In  this  case  the  plaintiff  obtained  an  injunction  to  stay  proceedings 
on  an  order  of  seizure  which  the  defendant  had  caused  to  be  issu^ 
against  certain  slaves  mortgaged  to  him  in  the  year  1814,  to  secure 
a  debt  due  from  the  former,  which  in  1816  amounted  to  the  sum  of 
5699  dollars  571  cents,  according  to  a  settlement  of  accounts  which 
took  place  between  the  defendant  in  the  injunction,  and  the  husband 
of  the  plaintiff.  The  cause  was  submitted  to  a  jury  in  the  court 
below,  who  found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  and  judgment  being  ren- 
dered in  pursuance  thereof,  the  defendant  appealed. 

The  evidence  of  the  case  shows  that  the  appellee  executed  the 
mortgage  on  which  the  order  of  seizure  was  granted;  that  the  debt 
which  it  was  intended  to  secure  was  taken  into  the  estimate  of 
accounts  between  the  applicant  and  the  plaintiff's  husband,  in  a  set- 
tlement made  on  the  26th  of  March,  1316,  at  which  time  a  payment 
was  made  by  the  latter,  amounting  to  4362  dollars  87 J  cents,  with 
the  funds  of  the  appellee's  wife.  According  to  the  statement  then 
made,  the  whole  amount  due  by  Abadie  and  wife  to  the  defendant, 
was  8949  dollars  95i  cents.    Subsequent  to  this  arrangement,  viz: 
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in  the  year  1823,  the  plaintiff  sued  for  and  obtained  a  separation  of 
propert)"^  from  her  husband;  and  in  rendering  judgment  in  that  case, 
the  sum  which  had  been  previously  paid  over  to  the  appellant  by  her 
husband  was  included,  estimated  at  5000  dollars.  These  are  the 
principal  facts  in  the  case,  and  those  alone  worthy  of  consideration 
on  its  decision.  From  them,  two  questions  arise;  the  first  relates  to 
the  imputation  of  the  payment  made  on  account  in  1816,  the  second, 
to  the  effect  on  the  rights  of  the  appellee,  which  her  claim  and  con- 
sequent judgment  agaist  her  husband,  can  have. 

Admitting  that  the  debt  owing  by  the  appellee  and  secured  by  the 
mortgage  on  which  the  seizure  was  obtained,  forms  the  first  item  in 
the  account,  as  regulated  and  settled  between  the  husband  and  the 
appellant;  and  that  the  payment  made  on  that  occasion,  was  with 
the  funds  of  the  mortgager;  no  doubt  can  be  entertained  of  its  legal 
imputation,  in  the  absence  of  any  positive  stipulation  in  relation  to 
its  appropriation.  Had  the  debts,  as  stated  in  that  account,  been 
those  of  the  husband  alone,  and  he  bad  used  the  funds  of  his  wife  in 
payment,  the  doctrine  of  imputation  of  payments  would  have  found 
no  place  in  the  present  action.  But  it  appears  that  the  separate  debt 
of  his  wife,  joint  debts  of  husband  and  wife,  and  those  perhaps  of 
the  husband  alone,  were  also  blended  together  in  the  adjustment  of 
that  account.  The  payment  must  therefore  be  considered  in  relation 
to  all  the  items;  and  as  it  was  not  specified,  which  the  parties  to  the 
settlement  intended  to  extinguish,  it  should  be  imputed  according  to 
the  provisions  of  law  made  for  such  cases,  and  which  are  founa  in 
the  old  Code,  290,  art.  156.  The  debt  due  on  the  mortgage  was 
certainly  the  most  onerous  in  the  catalogue  of  settlement;  and  in  dis- 
charge of  it,  the  sum  paid  ought  legally  to  be  imputed.  By  the  pay- 
ment it  was  extinguished  pro  tanto^  and  could  never  afterwards  be 
revived,  unless  by  express  consent  of  the  original  contracting  parties. 

If  this  proposition  be  true,  it  solves  the  second  question  in  the  case, 
which  has  relation  to  the  effect  produced  by  the  judgment  obtained 
against  the  husband  by  his  wife  in  her  suit  for  separation  of  property. 
In  that  judgment,  she  had  probably  no  right  to  be  considered  as  a 
creditor  for  the  amount  of  funds  which  her  husband  had  received,  as 
belonging  to  her,  coming  from  the  succession  of  her  mother,  for  the 
sum  thus  received  had  been  previously  appropriated  to  the  payment  of 
a  debt  which  she  justly  owed.  But  that  it  had  been  so  appropriated, 
there  is  no  evidence  to  show  that  she  had  any  knowledge.  It  was 
the  duty  of  her  husband  in  that  action  to  have  shown  the  use  which 
he  had  made  of  the  funds  in  defence  of  the  claims  set  up  against  him; 
and  if  his  wife's  claim  and  his  acquiescence  were  productive  of  fraud, 
it  affects  all  his  creditors,  and  not  the  defendant  in  particular;  certainly 
not  in  such  a  manner  as  to  revive  a  debt  which  had  been  long  before 
extinguished  by  payment. 

But  the  amount  paid  was  not  equal  to  the  hypothecary  debt,  which 
was,  with  interest  calculated  at  the  time  of  payment,  5699  dollars 
571  cents,  when  the  whole  sum  paid  was  only  4362  dollars  87i  cents. 
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The  mortgage  by  which  the  sum  of  5181  dollars  43  cents  is  secured, 
contains  no  stipulation  for  the  payment  of  interest;  and  the  defendant 
in  the  present  suit,  in  his  petition  to  obtain  an  order  of  seizure, 
claimed  only  4587  dollars  74  cents,  being  the  balance  due  on  said 
mortgage,  after  deducting  1112  dollars  50  cents,  a  surplus  which 
remained  out  of  the  payment  made  in  1816,  according  to  the  impu- 
tation contended  for  by  the  appellant.  That  payment  must,  however, 
as  we  have  already  expressed  our  opinion,  be  imputed,  in  io/o,  to 
the  extinguishment  of  the  debt  due  on  the  mortgage,  being  5181  dol- 
lars 43)  cents,  from  which  deducting  the  total  amount  paid,  4362 
dollars  874  cents,  a  balance  remains  due  to  the  mortgage  creditor, 
amounting  to  877  dollars  56  cents;  and  as  to  this  last  sum,  the  pro- 
ceedings on  the  order  of  seizure  are  improperly  enjoined. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  avoided,  reversed  and  annulled.  And  it  is 
further  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  injuction  obtained  in 
the  present  case  be  dissolved,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  sum  of  seven 
hundred  and  seventeen  dollars  and  fifly-six  cents,  and  that  it  remain 
and  be  made  perpetual  for  the  sum  of  four  thousand  three  hundred 
and  sixty-two  dollars  eighty-seven  and  a  half  cents,  being  part  of  the 
whole  sum  claimed  by  the  present  applicant  and  defendant  in  his 
petition  for  the  order  of  seizure.  And  that  the  appellee  pay  the 
costs  of  this  appeal,  the  appellant  paying  those  of  the  court  below. 

Derbignt/,  for  the  plaintiff. 

Cuvillier  and  SegherSy  for  the  defendant 


Duncan's  Executors  v.  Hampton.     VI,  N.  S.  31. 

Tbe  exception  in  the  Partidat  in  favor  of  women  who  become  widows  before  thtj  are 
of  a^  in  ngfd  to  estates  Inherited  firom  their  children,  is  Borepeded  by  mnj  net  of 
the  lefpslalare  of  the  state  or  late  torritorj. 

Tbe  new  C^de  cannot  affect  any  ooniraet  anterior  to  its  promnlfatioiL 

FIRST  District. 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  plaintiffs  in  this  case  set  forth  two  distinct  causes  of  action,  on 
which  they  claim  a  recovery  of  the  amount  stated  in  their  petition. 
The  first  is  for  money  paid  to  the  testator,  as  endorser  on  certain 
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notes  alleged  to  have  been  made  by  the  defendant  through  the  minis- 
try of  his  agent  and  attorney,  in  fact,  in  consequence  of  a  transaction 
or  compromise  which  took  place  between  him  and  certain  creditors, 
with  whom  difficnhies  existed  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  the  price 
of  a  tract  of  land.  The  second  is  to  obtain  restitution  of  sums  of 
money  advanced  by  the  testator  in  payment  of  debts  due  by  the  defen- 
dant, and  which  were  paid  for  the  benefit  of  the  latter. 

The  court  below  gave  judgment  in  favor  of  the  plaintiffs  for  8750 
dollars  with  interest;  from  which  the  defendant  appealed. 

The  principal  facts  of  the  case  as  shown  by  the  evidence  are  as  fol- 
lows: On  the  25th  of  January,  1817,  the  defendant  purchased  from 
Louisa  De  Armas,  wife  of  Carlos  De  Armas,  a  certain  tract  of  land  for 
the  price  of  12,500  dollars  stipulated  to  be  paid  by  annual  instalments, 
accruing  from  the  date  of  the  act  of  sale,  which  was  passed  before  a 
notary  and  made  by  and  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  hus- 
band, who  signed  it  together  with  his  wife.  The  first  instalment 
appears  to  have  been  paid.  When  the  second  became  due,  payment 
was  withheld,  and  suit  being  brought  to  recover  it,  the  defendant  re- 
sisted the  claim  on  the  ground  of  imperfections  in  the  title  which  he 
had  acquired  to  the  property,  as  having  been  sold  without  authority  or 
power  in  the  vendors  to  transfer,  being  in  contravention  of  the  wife's 
dotal  rights.  In  that  case  the  district  court  gave  judgment  for  the 
plaintiffs,  which,  on  appeal,  was  reversed. 

While  matters  were  in  this  situation  between  the  sellers  and  pur- 
chaser of  the  land,  the  compromise  as  set  forth  by  the  plaintiffs  in 
the  present  action,  took  place  by  the  agency  of  R.  Clague,  for  and  on 
the  part  of  the  defendant;  whose  authority  the  latter  disavowed,  so 
soon  as  the  transaction  came  to  his  knowledge. — Some  time  after 
these  occurrences*  application  was  made  to  the  Supreme  Court  to 
suspend  any  final  decree  in  the  cause  of  De  Armas  and  Wife  v.  Hamp- 
ton, which  by  consent  of  the  parties  was  done,  and  also,  in  conse- 
quence of  consent,  the  appellants  were  permitted  to  withdraw  their 
appeal.  See  8  Mart,  432.  Another  appeal  was  subsequently  taken 
for  a  similar  judgment  of  the  district  court,  which  was  finally  affirmed. 
See  11  Mart.  552.  After  this  affirmation  (as  is  now  shown  to  the 
court)  the  amount  of  money  claimed  in  that  suit,  with  interest  and 
^  costs,  was  paid  into  the  court  below,  and  eventually  came  into  the 
bands  of  the  testator. 

From  this  statement  of  the  case,  it  is  evident  that  no  question 
remains  in  relation  to  the  first  and  second  instalments  of  the  price  of 
the  plantation  purchased  by  the  defendant  as  above  indicated.  There 
is  no  evidence  of  any  power  or  authority  from  the  defendant  granted 
to  Clague,  who  assumed  to  act  for  him  in  the  alleged  transaction  or 
compromise;  no  act  showing  a  subsequent  ratification,  but .  on  the 
contrary,  an  express  disavowal  of  every  thing  which  was  done  under 
that  assumed  agency.  The  appellant  is  therefore  most  clearly  free 
from  all  obligations  created  by  the  stipulations  of  that  compromise. 

The  sole  question  of  importance  in  the  case  arises  out  of  the  pay- 
Vol-  III.— 62 
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ilient,  made  by  the  testator  of  the  appellees,  of  the  two  last  Uislal- 
TOent& — Their  right  to  sue  for  the  benefit  of  his  succession  is  quea- 
tionedy  but  we  do  not  doubt  on  that  subject*  The  will,  according  to 
a  just  and  rational  construction,  gives  them  power  to  collect  the 
debts  which  might  be  owing  to  the  estate  of  their  testator.  In  the 
receipt  of  debts  they  are  authorised  to  act  jointly  and  severally.  The 
grant  of  authority  to  receive  debts,  without  power  in  the  executors 
to  enfoice  payment,  would  be  wholly  illusory,  and  defeat  the  evident 
intention  of  the  testator. 

In  examining  the  principal  question,  we  must  inquire:  I.  whe- 
ther the  debts  of  the  defendant  were  paid  by  the  deceaised  during  his 
lifetime,  which  were  iivttly  due  and  owing,  and  payment  of  which 
could  have  been  legally  enforced  by  the  creditors?  2.  whether  the 
payment  was  made  under  circumstances  such  as  authorise  a  recovery 
of  the  amount  paid,  as  having  been  advanced  for  the  use  and  benefit 
of  the  appellant? 

Accoixling  to  the  act  of  sale  which  took  place  between  Mr.  De  Ax- 
mas  and  the  defendant,  for  the  land  as  above  stated,  the  latter  bound 
himself  to  pay  on  the  25th  of  January,  1S20,  3750  dollars,  being  the 
last  two  instalments  of  the  price  agreed  to  be  paid  for  said  land. 

The  act  of  sale  has  not  in  any  mamier  been  cancelled  or  annulled, 
but  remains  in  all  original  legal  force  and  effect  At  the  time  the 
pretended  compromise  was  entered  into  between  the  parties  to  the 
deed  of  sale,  through  the  agency  of  R.  Clague  on  the  part  of  the  de- 
fendant, which  took  place  in  August,  1819,  the  second  instalment 
was  unpaid,  and  then  formed  the  basis  of  litigation,  in  which  the 
Tight  of  the  vendors  to  recover  payment  was  in  contestation,  llie 
final  decision  in  that  case,  and  the  appropriation  of  the  money  re- 
covered has  already  been  stated.  It  is  in  proof  in  the  present  case, 
that  the  balance  of  the  price  of  the  property  purchased  by  the  appel- 
lant, as  above  set  forth,  has  been  paid  to  the  seller  by  the  plaintiff's 
testator. 

The  testimony  which  establishes  this  fact,  was  given  by  the  hus- 
band of  the  person  who  sold  the  land,  and  had  joined  in  said  sale  as 
an  evidence  of  his  permission  and  authorisation  to  his  wife  to  selL 

This  witness  was  objected  to  by  the  coimsel  for  the  defendant  as 
being  incompetent  on  account  of  interest,  and  a  bill  of  exceptions  is 
foimd  on  the  record,  to  the  opinion  of  the  judge  a  quOy  which  allowed 
him  to  testify.  He  appears  to  us  to  be  whoUy  disinterested  in  rela- 
tion to  the  fact  of  payment  having  been  made  by  the  testator,  as  al- 
leged in  this  case;  or,  if  any  kind  of  interest  exists,  it  is  opposed 
to  the  witness,  as  his  testimony  amounts  to  an  acknowledgment  of 
satisfaction  of  a  debt  due  to  his  wife,  or  to  himself  and  her  jointly. 

We,  therefore,  consider  that  proof  of  payment,  as  alleg^  in  the 
l^ietition,  has  been  made.  In  proceeding  further  on  the  fii^  inquiry, 
It  remains  to  be  ascertained  whether  the  debt  thus  paid,  amounting 
to  5000  dollars,  was  one  which  could  have  been  legally  oxacted  fitmi 
the  defendant    It  certainly  stood  in  a  situation  precisely  similar  te 
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that  which  was  recovered  in  the  suit  of  De  Armas  and  Wife  t). 
Hampton,  by  a  final  judgment  of  this  court  as  seen  in  11  Martin^ 
552,  above  referred  to;  and  if  that  judgment  be  correct,  on  legal  prin- 
ciples, no  doubt  could  be  honestly  entertained  of  the  appellant's  lia- 
bility to  pay  the  subsequent  instalments.  But  the  correctness  of  that 
judgment  has  been  assailed  on  various  grounds  which  must  be  inves- 
tigated. Before  proceeding  to  this  investigation,  we  deem  it  not  im- 
proper to  remark,  that  there  would  be  nothing  very  surprising  in  the 
occurrence,  if  the  court  had  been  led  into  error  in  that  case,  as  both 
parlies  to  the  suit  evidently  desired  a  decision  which  should  pro- 
nounce the  sale  valid  in  law,  and  completely  translative  of  property; 
and  a  decree  for  the  payment  of  the  price.  We  however  beHeve  that 
there  is  nothing  erroneous  in  the  decision  of  the  case.  The  difficulty 
which  appeared  in  the  cause  when  it  was  first  brought  before  the 
appellate  court,  arising  from  the  marriage  contract  of  the  plaintiffs, 
was  subsequently  overcome  by  showing  that  the  contract  had  not 
been  recorded  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  181 3,  and  consequently,  was 
without  effect  in  relation  to  the  rights  of  third  persons.  The  land 
which  was  sold  and  conveyed  to  General  Hampton,  was  represented 
to  have  been  the  common  property  of  Mrs.  De  Armas,  the  seller,  and 
her  child  by  a  former  marriage,  and  which  she  had  acquired  by  ad- 
judication of  the  succession  of  her  first  husband. 

In  the  present  case,  the  fact  of  the  property  having  been  held  in 
common  by  the  mother  and  her  son  is  contradicted,  on  the  ground, 
that  as  her  share  of  the  estate  accrued  in  consequence  of  the  death 
of  a  child,  from  whom  on  general  principles  she  would  have  inherited; 
yet  by  her  second  marriage  she  lost  the  full  right  of  inheritance, 
and  only  took  a  usufructuary  interest.  In  support  of  this  doctrine, 
the  appellants*  counsel  rely  on  an  act  of  our  old  Civil  Code,  227, 
found  at  page  258,  and  which  is  retained  in  the  New  Code,  art.  1 74 «. 
It  is  true  that  these  laws  contain  an  exception  to  the  general  rule  of 
inheritance  by  ascendants.  But  it  is  an  exception  which  existed 
under  the  former  laws  of  the  country,  and  which  appears  to  have  its 
exceptions  also,  unrepealed  by  any  act  of  legislation  since  the  country 
came  under  the  dominion  of  the  United  States.  One  of  these  excep- 
tions to  the  exception  is  created  in  favor  of  women  becoming  widows 
before  the  age  of  majority,  although  they  should  marry  a  second 
time,  and  under  its  protection  Mrs.  De  Armas  rests,  as  shown  by  the 
testimony  of  this  case,  for  she  was  not  of  age  at  the  death  of  her  first 
husband.    See  Febrero^  Part.  1,  chap.  3,  no.  2. 

After  the  death  of  one  of  her  children,  having  only  two,  it  is  clear 
that  the  mother  and  surviving  child  held  the  succession  of  her  first 
husband  in  common,  which  was  adjudged  to  her  in  pursuance  of  the 
provisions  of  an  act  of  the  legislature,  passed  in  1809.  See  3  Mart. 
Digest  J 126.  This  law  declares,  that  an  estate  thus  adjudicated  shall 
remain  specially  mortgaged  to  secure  payment  either  to  the  minor  or 
to  his  curators.  According  to  this  proviso,  a  tacit  mortgage  is  created 
and  exists  on  all  property  adjudicated  under  that  act.    And  the  ex^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


738  SUPREME  COURT. 

[Danctn^f  Ezecatf>n  e.  Hampton.] 

istence  of  such  mortgage  on  the  property  in  the  instance  before  the 
court,  is  offered  as  an  objection  to  the  propriety  and  legality  of  the 

Eayment  made  by  the  testator  of  the  plaintiffs  under  pretence  of 
enefitiijg  the  defendant.  It  is  insisted  that  the  latter  would  not 
have  been  bound  to  pay  to  De  Armas  and  wife,  unless  under  security 
against  the  probable  or  possible  effects  of  said  mortgage  on  the  pro- 
perty sold.  The  doctrine  as  contended  for  by  the  appellant  is  that 
which  some  of  the  early  decisions  of  this  court  seem  to  teach,  par- 
ticularly that  given  in  the  case  of  Duplantier  v.  St.  P6, 3  Martin^2S^y 
But  the  principles  assumed  in  those  decisions  have  been  eventually 
overruled  by  that  rendered  in  the  case  of  Fulton^s  Heirs  v,  Griswold, 
reported  in  7  Marlin^  223.  It  is  believed  that  no  doubt  has  been 
entertained  by  the  court,  of  the  correctness  of  that  judgment,  so  far 
as  it  relates  to  the  practice  of  setting  up,  in  defence  of  payment,  out- 
standing titles  to  land.  With  regard  to  mortgages  actually  existing 
on  property  sold,  whether  they  ought  to  be  successfully  opposed  to 
payment  of  the  price,  without  security,  has  been  doubted,  and  in 
case  of  insolvency  of  the  sellers,  might  still  have  been  reasonably 
doubted,  were  it  not  that  these  matters  have  been  settled  by  the  Code 
art.  2535.  This  law  being  posterior  to  the  sale  made  from  De  Armas 
and  wife,  or  rather  from  the  wife  to  Hampton,  can  have  no  influence 
on  the  present  case.  And  the  law,  as  it  previously  existed,  according 
to  the  exposition  given  by  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  would 
not  warrant  a  detention  of  the  prices  stipulated  to  be  paid  for  proper- 
ty, unless  the  buyer  should  have  been  disturbed  by  an  action  actually 
commenced,  either  hypothecary  or  in  revendication.  We  therefore 
conclude  that  the  appellant  was  bound  to  pay  to  the  seller  of  the  land 
the  last  two  instalments  of  the  price,  at  the  time  when  they  became 
due,  and  that  as  they  were  paid  by  the  testator,  his  executors  have 
a  right  to  recover,  in  the  present  suit,  the  amount  so  paid  with  legal 
interest;  unless  there  be  something  in  the  manner  of  payment  which 
destroys  their  rights.  This  leads  us  to  a  short  investigation  of  the 
circumstances  luider  which  payment  was  actually  made.  It  is  true, 
that  Duncan,  the  testator,  paid  to  De  Armas  and  Wife,  under  a  direct 
and  immediate  influence  occasioned  by  his  endorsement  on  notes 
which  were  executed  in  virtue  of  a  void  transaction.  But  the  con- 
sideration for  which  these  notes  were  given  was  a  part  of  the  price 
of  the  plantation  which  had  occasioned  much  litigation;  and  the  en- 
dorser, by  paying  the  notes,  paid  that  part  of  the  price  which  was 
then  owing  and  due.  It  was,  therefore,  Jt/A  modo^  a  payment  for 
the  benefit  of  the  purchaser,  and  which,  in  justice  and  equity,  and  ac- 
cording to  law,  he  is  bound  to  refund.  See  Curia,  p.  383,  No  4, 
and  Part,  5,  tii,  12,  law  32,  and  tii.  14,  law  3.  If  any  doubt  could 
remain  of  the  consistency  of  the  opinion  now  expressed,  with  the 
jurisprudence  of  the  country,  as  it  existed  previous  to  the  adoption  of 
our  last  Code,  in  relation  to  the  liability  of  purchasers,  to  be  com- 
pelled to  pay  the  price  of  property  encumbered  with  tacit  mortgages, 
without  requiring  security  against  the  effect  of  liens  of  that  nature, 
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such  doubt  is  much  weakened,  if  not  entirely  removed,  by  reference 
to  a  positive  enactment  of  the  legislature,  relative  to  a  branch  of  the 
same  subject.  We  allude  to  the  act  of  1817,  in  relation  to  sales  made 
under  execution,  wherein  it  is  declared  that  a  purchaser  of  property 
at  sheriff's  sales  cannot  refuse  to  pay  the  price,  on  account  of  the  ex- 
istence of  a  general  or  tacit  mortgage,  unless  a  suit  be  actually  com- 
menced and  pending  against  the  property  thus  encumbered. 

The  right  to  recover  interest  on  money  due  for  the  price  of  real 
property  or  such  as  is  capable  of  producing  fruits,  has  been  so  long 
settled  that  we  should  have  deemed  it  unnecessary  to  mention  the 
subject,  were  it  not  for  the  opposition  made  by  one  of  the  counsel  for 
the  defendant  in  the  course  of  his  argument.  There  has  been  no 
variance  in  the  decisions  respecting  interest  since  the  case  of  Segur's 
Syndics  v.  Brown,  reported  in  3  Martin^  91. 

The  judgment  of  the  district  court  is  erroneous  in  allowing  too 
much  to  the  plaintiffs. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  it  be  reversed, 
avoided  and  annulled;  and  it  is  further  ordered,  adjudged  and 
decreed,  that  the  plaintiffs  and  appellees  do  recover  from  the  defend- 
ant and  appellant  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  with  interest  at 
the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  on  three  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars,  from  and  after  the  25th  of  January,  1820,  until  the 
same  be  paid;  and,  also,  interest  on  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
at  the  same  rate,  from  the  25th  of  January,  1821,  until  payment  shall 
be  made;  the  appellees  to  pay  the  costs  of  this  appeal,  and  the  appel- 
lant costs  in  the  court  below. 

Conrad  and  Henntn,  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Mazureau  and  Presion,  for  the  defendant. 


M'Donough,  v.  Be  Armas  et  al.    VI,  N.  S.  44. 

FIRST  District. 

When  a  new  trial  is  refused  below,  the  case  will  be  remanded  for 
it,  if  the  Supreme  Court  cannot  concur  in  the  decision  of  the  jury. 
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Dicks  et  al  v.  Cash  et  al.    VI,  N.  S.  45. 

If  the  pUintiff  hai  parted  with  bii  interest  in  the  bill  and  ^Tet  no  other  evidence  of 
title  bat  that  reaultinf  from  poeteftion,  be  will  be  noni oited. 

THIRD  District. 

PoiTERy  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  suit  was  instituted  on  a  bill  of  exchange,  and  the  plaintifis 
were  nonsuited,  because  it  appeared,  they  had  once  parted  with  the 
legal  interest  in  the  instrument  sued  on,  and  gave  no  further  evidence 
of  title  in  themselves,  but  the  possession  of  it.  We  think  the  judge 
below  decided  correctly.  It  is  the  well  established  doctrine  in  the 
court,  and  one  equally  supported  by  reason  and  authority. 

If,  indeed,  it  appeared,  the  endorsee  had  been  merely  the  agent  of 
the  petitioners,  the  decision  should  have  been  otherwise,  as  we  have 
already  intimated  in  the  case  of  Thompson  v.  Flower;  but  we  can- 
not presume  that  fact,  and  it  is  not  proved.  It  was  upon  proof  of 
this  fact  that  the  case  in  18  Johnson,  to  which  we  have  been  referred, 
was  decided.     1  Mart.  N.  S.  301,  372;  2  A'.  S.  213;  Johns.  239. 

It  is,  therefore  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Fierctj  for  the  appellants. 


Vawter  v.  Morgan.    VI,  N.  S.  46. 

FIRST  District. 

The  provisions  of  the  Code  of  Practice  which  require  the  judge  to 
fix  the  amount  of  the  bonds  to  be  taken  on  a  writ  of  sequestration, 
and  the  sheriff  to  return  it  into  court  are  directory  only.  They  do 
not  authorise  a  recourse  on  the  sheriff  for  a  neglect,  from  which  the 
plaintiffs  receive  no  injury. 
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Dennistoun  et  al  v.  Debuys  et  ah     VI,  N*  S*  48. 

If  it  be  admitted  that  two  persons  have  taken  a  third  in  business,  and  it  appears  they 
made  him  an  advance  of  several  thousand  dollars,  the  interest  of  which  is  to  be  regu- 
lated by  the  profit:  then  they  supply  him  with  goods,  pay  for  others  shipped  to  him, 
supply  him  with  money,  and  pay  his  draAs,  a  partnership  will  be  inferrul. 

FIRST  District. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  plaintiffs  claim  the  balance  of  an  account,  annexed  to  the 
petition. 

Dupuy,  one  of  the  defendants,  interrogated  separately,  answered, 
that  a  partnership  existed  between  himself  and  the  two  defendants 
at  the  time  the  goods  were  purchased — that  they  were  so,  for  the 
accoimt  of  the  three  defendants. 

Debuys  &  Longer,  before  answering,  prayed  that  the  interrogato- 
ries put  singly  to  their  co-defendant  Dupuy,  might  be  struck  out, 
being  illegal  and  improper. 

They  finally  pleaded  the  general  issue,  and  expressly  denied  the 
existence  of  a  partnership  between  them  and  Dupuy,  and  repeated 
their  prayer,  that  the  interrogatories  put  singly  to  the  latter,  and  bis 
answers,  be  stricken  out. 

The  plaintiff  was  nonsuited,  and  appealed. 

He  infers  the  court  erred  in  concluding  he  had  not  found  sufficient 
testimony  to  establish  a  partnership  between  Debuys  &  Longer,  and 
the  defendant  Dupuy. 

It  is  in  evidence  that  the  defendant.  Longer,  admitted  that  Debuys 
&  Longer  had  taken  Dupuy  in  business,  and  an  account  current 
between  them  and  Dupuy  shows  that  they  made  him  an  advance  of 
8000  dollars,  to  aid  him  in  his  business,  the  interest  of  which  was  to 
be  determined  by  the  profits — au  prorata  des  benefices. 

The  same  account  current  shows  the  defendants,  Debuys  &  Longer, 
supplied  Dupuy  with  goods,  or  paid  for  goods  shipped  to  him,  and 
supplied  him  with  money  and  their  notes,  and  paid  his  drafts. 

We  think  this  is  evidence,  that  the  defendants,  Debuys  &  Longer, 
furnished  a  capital  to  Dupuy,  to  be  employed  in  a  trade,  in  the  profits 
of  which  they  were  to  share,  since,  for  the  use  of  the  capital  so 
emplojred,  they  were  to  receive  an  interest  proportioned  to  the  profits, 
au  prorata  des  benefices;  it  is  then  necessarily  to  be  concluded,  that 
they  were  to  share  in  the  profits  that  might  result  from  the  purchases 
made  on  the  credit  which  the  possession  of  the  capital  they  advanced 
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him  gave;  because  the  profits  made  on  such  purchases  swelled  the 
profits  made  by  Dupuy  in  his  business,  and  thus  increased  the  share 
of  Debuys  &  Longer,  by  increasing  the  rate  of  interest  they  had  con- 
tracted for:  a  rate  of  interest  which  might  exceed  the  rate  of  conven- 
tional interest,  because,  peradventure,  they  might  not  only  lose  any 
claim  to  interest;  and,  as  to  Dupuy,  they  could  not  be  compelled  to 
bear  any  portion  of  the  loss,  on  which  we  give  no  opinion  as  to  cre- 
ditors, they  might  be  charged,  as  partners,  beyond  the  capital 
advanced. 

It  is,  however,  shown  that  the  goods  were  on  the  plaintiffs'  books 
charged  to  Dupuy  alone,  delivered  to  him,  or  sent  by  drays  to  his 
address,  without  any  mention  of  the  names  of  the  other  defendants; 
we  think  this  does  not  alter  the  case.  One  partner  binds  the  others 
when  he  purchases,  in  his  own  name,  goods  in  which  the  partner- 
ship deals. 

The  amount  of  goods  delivered,  and  their  value,  is  proved. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment  of 
the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  that  the 
plaintiffs  recover  from  the  defendants  two  thousand  six  hundred  and 
sixty-three  dollars  and  forty-three  cents,  with  costs  in  both  courts. 

EustiSy  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Orytnts  and  Locketty  for  the  defendants. 


Goicoechea  t^.  Louisiana  State  InsuraBce  CompaB/. 
VI,  N.  S.  51. 

If  there  be  i  breacb  of  warnsty,  no  matter  whether  that  breteh  were  or  not  the  oeme  of 

the  condemnation,  the  aMiirers  are  dUcharfed. 
Warranties  in  policiea  are  of  two  kioda,  aflkmative  and  proAiisaory  and  both  are  in  the 

nature  of  conditioni  precedent 
Written  partt  of  a  policy  control  thoae  that  afe  printed,  where  the  written  and  printed 

wordi  contradict  each  other. 
Rit  where  they  do  not,  the  whole  invt^cniient  nfiMA  be  oonetrtied  together. 
Where  tke  policy  baa  a  dedarathon  in  writinf^  that  certain  property  inaoredheloBg^  toa 

ooontry  at  War  with  0iat  which  the  ahip^  ii  boMd'tin,  ma6  it  ahftroontaiiM  a*  warranty 

afainet  irtiy  lb*  aritfib^  fHMf  illMr*  t^de^tft^  ihMitM  *re  t^4et/(f&Mtik  W«  Mr 

preeee^nf  from  the  latlet  caiae^ 

FIRSt  Distridt 
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Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  suit  was  instituted  on  a  policy  of  insurance  on  goods  on 
board  the  schooner  Isaac  M'Kim,  from  Havana,  in  the  Island  of 
Cuba,  to  Soto  la  Marina,  in  the  republic  of  Mexico.  The  policy 
contains  a  warranty  that  the  insurers  are  to  be  "free  from  any 
charge,  damage  or  loss  which  may  arise  in  consequence  of  engaging^ 
or  having  been  engaged,  in  illicit  or  prohibited  trade,  at  any  time 
whatsoever."  The  property  insured  is  represented  to  be  Spanish, 
and  the  premium  paid  is  five  per  cent. 

The  schooner,  on  approaching  the  port  of  Soto  la  Marina,  was 
taken  possession  of  by  an  armed  vessel  belonging  to  the  Mexican 
government.  Proceedings  were  instituted  against  her  in  a  court  of 
justice,  and  she  and  her  cargo  were  condemned. 

The  grounds  of  condemnation,  as  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the 
assessor  and  the  final  decree  of  the  court,  are,  that  the  cargo  belonged 
to  the  Spaniards;  that  it  was  the  produce  of  Spain;  and  that  the 
schooner  sailed  from  an  enemy^s  port. 

Some  of  the  causes  of  condemnation  being  jure  belli^  and  others 
a  breach  of  municipal  law,  the  question  has  been  raised,  and  very 
fully  argued,  whether  the  defendants  are  protected  by  the  warranty 
in  the  policy  against  illicit  trade. 

In  the  case  of  Cucullu  against  the  present  defendants,  which  lately 
underwent  so  much  discussion  in  this  court,  the  judgment  rendered 
went  on  the  idea,  that  if  there  was  a  breach  of  warranty,  no  matter 
whether  that  breach  was  or  was  not  the  cause  of  condemnation  and 
loss,  the  assurers  were  discharged. 

By  our  law,  warranties  in  policies  of  insurance  are  of  two  kinds, 
affirmative,  or  promissory,  and  they  are  considered  in  the  nature  of  a 
condition  precedent.  That  is,  on  the  falsehood  of  the  affirmative, 
or  the  nonperformance  of  the  executory  stipulation,  the  contract 
becomes  void,  and  is  incapable  of  producing  any  obligation  between 
the  parties.  The  lex  mercatoria  of  the  continent  of  Europe  has 
adopted  the  same  principles,  with  this  difference,  perhaps,  that  there, 
a  substantial  compliance  with  the  warranty  is  sufficient,  while  here 
it  must  be  strictly,  or,  according  to  some,  literally  performed.  Hence 
it  follows,  that  as  soon  as  a  breach  of  the  warranty  is  established,  it 
is  immaterial  to  inquire,  whether  the  loss  was  occasioned  by  it  or 
not;  for  the  insured  having  failed  to  comply  with  the  condition  on 
which  the  insurer  agreed  to  bind  himself,  the  latter  is  discharged 
from  all  responsibility.  Condy's  Marshall,  348,  349,  436.  452. 
Park  on  Insurance,  422;  Philips  on  Insurance,  127;  Emerigon  No. 
1,  cap,  6,  sect.  4, 164  a  168;  Pothier  on  jiss.^  No.  1 99;  Bon/ay  Paty 
Cours  de  Broil  Commercialy  vol.  3,  sect.  15,  507  a  510;  Code  de 
Com.  Franc,  art.  318. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  us,  therefore,  to  go  into  an  examination  of 
the  point  so  much  discussed  at  the  bar,  whether  the  breach  of  muni- 
cipal law,  or  the  violation  of  the  rights  of  Mexico  as  a  belligerent, 
was  the  principal  cause  of  condemnation.     Whether  the  sentence 
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shows  the  one  or  the  other  is  immaterial,  prorided  it  shows  there 
was  a  breach  of  the  warranty. 

That  it  does,  there  cannot  be  a  doubt.  The  decree  condemns  the 
goods,  because  they  are  enemy's  property,  and  because  they  are 
about  to  be  introduced  in  violation  of  municipal  law.  The  last  cause 
of  condemnation  proves  that  the  insured  did  not  comply  with  his 
warranty,  and  as  that  is  a  condition  precedent  to  his  right  of  recovery, 
be  cannot  succeed  in  this  action.     See  3  Burro wes,  1419. 

But  -the  plaintiff  contends  that  however  correct  such  a  doctrine  may 
be  in  an  ordinary  case,  the  rule  cannot  apply  here,  because  the  terms 
of  the  contract  do  not  authorise  it 

The  policy  is  in  the  usual  form.  Immediately  after  the  clause  of 
warranty  against  illicit  trade,  which  makes  a  part  of  the  printed 
instrument,  there  is  written, "  this  insurance  is  declared  to  be  on  74 
boxes  of  white  wax,  marked  S.  C.  valued  at  7000  dollars,  represented 
to  be  Spanish  property." 

These  expressions  being  written,  it  is  argued  they  miMt  control 
that  part  of  the  policy  which  is  printed;  and,  therefore,  the  assurers 
are  responsible,  as,  by  the  contract,  they  were  informed  the  assured 
was  about  to  embark  on  an  illicit  trade,  and  with  that  knowledge 
took  the  risk.  The  high  premium  paid  is  offered  as  another  ai^u^ 
ment  in  support  of  this  construction. 

The  rule  invoked  by  this  argument,  that  the  written  parts  of  the 
policy  should  control  those  that  are  printed,  is  correct,  because  the 
written  words  are  the  immediate  language  and  terms  stated  by  the 
parties  themselves,  for  the  expression  of  their  meaning;  and  the 
printed  ones,  a  general  ybrmt//a,  made  for  all  cases  that  may  be  pre- 
sented. But  the  rule  cannot  properly  receive  an  application  in  cases 
other  than  those  where  the  written  and  printed  words  so  contradiet- 
each  other  that  the  one  must  yield  to  the  other.  Where  they  do  not, 
the  principle  must  necessarily  be  subordinate  to  another,  to  which  the 
policy  of  insurance  and  all  other  contracts  are  subject  in  their  inter- 
pretation, viz:  that  every  part  of  them  should  have  effect,  if  possible. 
This  is  a  fundamental  rule  of  constrnctiou,  to  which  we  do  not,  at 
this  moment,  recollect  an  exception,  and  it  is  founded  on  the  plainest 
of  reasons,  namely;  that  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  terms  to  which 
a  meaning  can  be  given,  and  which  have  an  important  bearing  on 
the  interest  of  the  parties,  were  inserted  or  left  in  the  contract,  for  no 
purpose.  Civil  Code,  370,  art.  57;  Pothier  on  Ob.y  no.  92;  1  Bur- 
rowes,  282. 

The  position,  therefore,  assumed  by  the  plaintiff,  will  not  bear  the 
application  of  this  principle.  It  is  true,  the  insurers  underwrote  a 
policy  which,  among  other  risks,  presented  that  of  an  illicit  trade,  but, 
at  the  same  time,  they  declared  that  they  would  not  assume  the  lat- 
ter risk  ,  and  that  he  would  take  it  on  himself  Now,  if  we  should . 
say,  that  the  representation  of  the  property  being  Spanish,  and  that 
it  was  to  be  carried  from  an  enemy's  port  to  Soto  la  Marina,  makes 
the  insurers  responsible  for  a  breach  of  municipal  law,  then  the 
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clause  that  the  assured  would  take  the  risk  of  illicit  trade  means 
nothing.  If,  on  the  contrary,  we  give  to  this  warranty  its  full  effect, 
and  say  that  the  assurers  were  not  to  take  that  risk,  we  do  not  de- 
stroy that  part  of  the  policy  which  declares  that  the  property  was 
Spanish,  and  was  to  be  carried  from  an  enemy's  port;  because  we 
still  leave,  as  a  subject  for  the  contract  to  operate  on,  all  other  risks 
of  the  sea,  and  those  proceeding  from  the  war  existing  between 
Mexico  and  Spain.  The  latter  interpretation  is,  therefore,  that  which 
the  court  is  compelled  to  adopt,  for  by  it  we  give  effect  to  both  clauses 
of  the  contract;  by  the  other  we  would  destroy  one  of  them. 

We  have  been  referred  by  the  counsel  for  the  plaintiff,  to  a  case 
decided  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  K>r  Pennsylvania, 
and  a  nisipriua  decision  in  New  York,  where  it  was  held,  that  when 
the  insurer  knows  the  cargo  which  he  underwrites  to  be  prohibited, 
he  is  not  protected  by  the  warranty  that  he  is  not  to  be  responsible 
for  illicit  trade.  No  reason  is  given  in  either  of  these  cases,  why,  on 
a  voyage  of  this  kind,  the  underwriter  may  not  agree  to  take  sea  or 
war  risks,  and  refuse  those  arising  from  seizure  for  illicit  trade,  and 
we  are  totally  at  a  loss  to  conceive  on  what  grounds  such  an  opinion 
can  rest.  Admitting  that  he  is  bound  to  know  the  mimicipal  regular 
4ioos  of  the  country  to  which  the  goods  are  carried,  he  may  certainly 
refuse  to  be  answerable  for  a  violation  of  them.  Nothing  prevents 
the  parties  to  a  contract  of  insurance  from  dividing  the  risks;  the  as- 
surer may  take  all,  or  any  portion  as  he  thinks  fit.  These  decisions, 
however,  are  in  direct  opposition  to  that  given  in  the  case  of  Hub- 
hard  t;.  Church,  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
that  of  Higgins  v.  Ponaeroy,  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Massachusetts. 
%  Cranch,  ^32;  11  Mass.  Rep.  104;  1  Condy's  Marshall,  346;  1 
Anthon,  i^6. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  alSirmed,  with  costs. 

Grymea^  for  the  plaintiff. 

Euaihf  for  the  defendants. 
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Oakley  et  al.  v.  Bussell  et  al.    YI,  N.  S.  58. 

The  owner  will  reoo? er  for  injory  to  lib  goods  on  bourd  the  Teeeel,  aHhoogli  ibej  were 

removed  fVooi  tbeqiMj,  if  there  it  fiiU  proof  of  their  having  been  injured  on  boerd. 
Fort  Wardeni  ere  jodgee  of  the  neceeeitj  of  eelling  damaged  goode  at  auction. 

FIRST  District. 

Mathbws,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  suit  is  brought  to  obtain  indemnity  for  damages,  which  the 
plaintiffs  allege  they  have  sustained  in  consequence  of  injury  done 
to  their  merchandise,  on  board  the  vessel  of  the  defendants,  whidi 
occurred  by  the  negligence  or  mismanagement  of  the  master.  The 
plaintiffs  obtained  judgment  for  831  dollars  88  cents;  from  which  the 
defendants  appealed. 

The  facts  of  the  case  show,  that  the  goods  or  merchandise,  con- 
cerning which  the  present  dispute  arises,  were  shipped  on  bocurd  the 
brig  to  be  carried  from  New  York  to  New  Orleans,  acknowledged  to 
have  been  received  in  good  order;  that  they  were  landed  at  the  port 
of  destination  and  taken  to  the  store  house  of  the  plainttfis  by  their 
clerk  or  agent;  that  on  opening  the  boxes  which  contained  them, 
they  were  discovered  to  be  damaged;  that  a  survey  was  had  on  them 
by  the  Port  Wardens,  who  condemned  them  as  being  unmerchant- 
able, and  they  were  consequently  sold  at  auction,  in  such  manner  as 
4o  cause  a  loss  in  comparison  with  sound  goods  of  the  same  kind,  to 
the  amount  adjudged  to  the  appellees,  according  to  an  estimate  made 
in  relation  to  their  value  in  New  Orleans,  kc. 

Against  the  correctness  of  the  judgment  of  the  district  court,  the 
defendant's  counsel  contends  on  the  folowing  grounds: 

1.  That,  as  the  goods  were  received  by  the  agent  of  the  plaintiflEs 
and  taken  to  the  store,  without  any  objection  having  been  made  to 
their  condition,  the  owners  of  the  vessel  are  exonerated  from  all 
liability  in  damages. 

2.  That  the  proceedings  of  the  Port  Wardens  having  taken  place, 
ex  parte,  cannot  in  any  manner,  affect  the  interests  of  the  defend- 
ants. 

3.  That  the  estimation  of  injury  or  damages  was  made  on  a  value 
improperly  assessed,  viz:  that  of  such  goods,  if  sound  at  the  port  of 
destination,  whereas,  it  should  have  been  their  value  at  the  port  a 
guOj  or  invoice  prices,  &c. 

In  support  of  the  first  ground  of  defence,  we  are  referred  to  the 
cases  of  Monro  v.  Owners  of  the  Ship  Baltic,  and  Urquhart  v.  Robin- 
son, reported  in  1  Martiriy  195  and  236.    The  principal  points  ded- 
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ded  in  these  cases,  relates  to  the  admissibility  of  an  invoice  in  evi- 
dence to  prove  a  deficiency  in  the  goods  which  were  actually  delivered 
as  compared  with  those  stated  in  the  invoice.  The  carriers  were 
diai^;ed  with  direct  embezzlement,  at  least  gross  negligence,  in  sitf- 
fering  some  part  of  the  goods  to  be  stolen.  In  such  cases  clear  and 
explicit  testimony  should  be  required  to  establish  the  firaud,  or  negli- 
gence so  gross  as  to  savor  much  of  fraud. 

In  the  case  now  under  consideration,  it  was  incumbent  on  the  plain- 
tiffs to  show  that  the  damage  of  which  they  complain,  happened  to 
the  merchandise  whilst  in  the  possession  of  the  carriers,  &c.  This 
feet,  we  are  of  opinion,  the  evidence  in  the  cause  completely  esta- 
blishes, notwithstanding  the  removal  of  the  goods  from  the  quay,  or 
levee,  before  they  were  inspected. 

There  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  thing  irregular,  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  port  wardens.  They  seem  to  be  constituted  by 
law  the  sole  judges  of  the  necessity  which  requires  damaged  goods 
to  be  sold  by  public  auction.    See  2  Martinis  Digest^  404.  x 

Notwithstanding  the  obiter  dicta  found  in  the  opinion  pronounced 
in  the  case  of  Ames  et  al.  v.  Reed,  reported  in2  N.S.  236,  we  believe 
that  the  injury  or  damage  for  which  indemnity  is  claimed  in  the  pre- 
saot  case,  was  properly  estimated,  in  reference  to  the  value  of  sound 
goods,  similar  to  those  injured,  in  New  Orleans,  the  port  of  arrival 

In  the  case  cited,  the  judgment  was  correct,  although  there  is  pro- 
bably error  in  part  of  whatfwas  said  by  the  way,  hi  coming  to  th« 
condusion  on  which  it  is  based. 

Whatever  may  be  the  rule  with  regard  to  insurers,  carriers  are 
bound  to  indemnify  for  losses  on  goods  occasioned  by  their  negligence 
according  to  prices  or  value  at  the  place  where  they  may  have  con- 
tracted to  deliver  them.  See  the  authorities  referred  to  by  the  plain- 
tiffs' counsel;  Pothier  Ob.  no.  59,  et  seguentes;  8  Johns.  Rep.  215{ 
15  Ibid.  98;  Curia  Pkil  tit.  Danoa^  no.  39,  vol  3,  847. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  afbrmed,  with  costs. 

Sntithj  lot  the  plaintifis. 

Morse^  for  the  defendants. 


Vol.  111.-63 
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Zino  V.  The  Louisiana  Insurance  Company. 
VI,  N.  S.  62. 

A  aentance  rendered  in  a  court  of  adminUj  which  is  appealed  iroiii,  does  not  prore  a 

fiUsification  of  the  warranties  contained  in  the  policy. 
Daring  the  pendency  of  the  cause  in  the  admiralty  court,  the  suit  between  the  insurer 

and  insured  may  be  continued  for  a  reasonable  time.    The  appeal  meanwhile  prevents 

that  judgment  firom  hsving  the  ibree  o(  re$  judieuia. 

FIRST  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  action  is  brought  on  two  policies  of  insurance,  one  on  the 
schooner  Constitution,  and  the  other  on  her  cargo,  from  the  port  of 
New  Orleans  to  Vera  Cruz.  Both  vessel  and  goods  are  warranted 
to  beAmerican,  and  that  the  former  shall  not  force  the  blockade. 

The  schooner  on  approaching,  or  rather,  after  having  entered  the 
waters  of  the  harbor  of  Vera  Cruz,  was  taken  possession  of  by  an 
armed  vessel  of  the  Mexican  Government,  libelled  and  condemned. 
The  vessel,  because  she  wanted  the  documents  necessary  to  establish 
her  neutral  character;  the  goods,  because  they  were  about  to  be  intro- 
duced in  violation  of  the  blockade. 

•  To  a  petition  stating  the  loss  thus  incurred,  the  defendants  pleaded 
the  general  issue,  and  added  a  special  plea,  that  the  plainti£Ei  bad  not 
complied  with  the  warranties  contained  in  the  policy. 

To  support  the  defence,  copies  of  the  proceedings  had  in  the  lower 
court  were  offered  in  evidence.  They  show  that  the  schooner  and 
cargo  were  condemned  for  the  causes  already  mentioned;  but  they 
also  show,  that  an  appeal  has  been  taken  from  that  decision,  and  so 
far  as  we  know,  or  can  presume,  is  still  pending  before  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Mexico. 

In  this  court  the  defendants  have  made  three  points. 

1.  That  the  plaintiff  did  not  abandon,  or  that  if  he  did,  it  was  not 
in  due  time. 

2.  That  he  has  not  offered  any  proof  of  interest  on  the  objects  in- 
sured. 

3.  And  lastly,  that  the  warranties  have  not  been  complied  with. 

The  opinion  we  have  formed  on  the  third  point  renders  it  unneces- 
sary to  give  any  positive  decision  on  the  first  and  second.  Whether 
there  was  an  abandonment  or  not,  or  in  other  words,  whether  the 
plaintiffs  can  recover  for  a  total  or  partial  loss,  need  not  be  examined 
until  the  merits  can  be  gone  into. 
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And  whether  there  was  suflScient  proof  of  interest,  is  a  question 
which  stands  in  the  same  situation  with  that,  in  relation  to  the  aban- 
donment. There  is  proof  before  us  of  interest  in  the  cargo,  but  none 
in  the  vessel.  This  would  probably  require  us  to  distinguish,  if  we 
were  about  to  give  final  judgment. 

But  this  we  cannot  now  do.  The  decree  of  the  court  of  admiralty 
which  is  offered  in  evidence,  as  conclusive  proof,  that  there  has  been 
a  breach  of  the  warranties  contained  in  the  policy  has  been  appealed 
from,  and  the  case  is  yet  undetermined.  We  have  looked  much  into 
the  books  that  treat  of  this  subject,  and  cannot  find  a  single  adjudged 
case,  nor  the  opinion  of  any  writer  in  relation  to  a  sentence  of  con- 
demnation, oflfered  under  such  circumstances  as  that  which  is  pre- 
sented to  the  court,  though  we  presume  it  must  have  frequently  oc- 
curred, that  on  abandonment  after  capture,  time  has  elapsed  before 
judgment;  that  after  judgment  an  appeal  has  been  taken,  and  that 
while  the  cause  is  thus  pending  in  the  court  where  the  property  is 
libelled,  the  assurers  have  attempted  to  postpone  the  decision  of  their 
suit  with  the  assured,  until  they  could  learn  whether  there  was  a 
condemnation  or  not. 

Upon  general  principles,  however,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  than  an 
appeal  from  the  judgment  of  the  court  of  the  first  instance,  upon  the 
sentence,  prevents  it  having  the  force  of  res  judicata^  consequently, 
it  does  not  prove  a  falsification  of  the  warranties  in  the  policy. 

The  greatest  diflSculty  we  have  had  in  the  case,  is,  what  course 
we  should  take  with  the  cause  in  the  situation  it  now  stands  before 
us.  The  evidence  does  not  enable  us  to  pronounce  safely  on  the 
merits.  In  remanding  it,  due  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  right  of 
the  plaintiffs  not  to  be  delayed  an  unreasonable  time  for  the  decision 
of  the  case  in  the  court  of  appeals.  And  on  the  other  hand,  the 
cause  should  not  be  hurried  so  as  to  deprive  the  defendant  of  the 
defence  which  the  first  judgment  may  afford  them.  This  matter 
may,  however,  be  well  entrusted  to  the  court  below,  and  it  is  there- 
fore ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  it  is  further  ordered, 
adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  case  be  remanded  for  a  new  trial,  and 
that  the  appellees  pay  the  costs  of  this  appeal. 

DeniSy  for  the  plaintiff. 

Orymesy  for  the  defendant. 
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Keimer's  Syndics  v.  Sims.    YI,  N.  S.  66. 

FIRST  District. 

Parol  evidence  cannot  be  received  of  a  promise  to  pay  conven- 
tional interest. 

The  syndics  are  not  to  admit  the  compensation  of  a  debt  of  the 
insolvent  transferred  since  the  failure.  See  Boissier's  Syndics  v.  Belair, 
1  N.  S.  481;  2  iV:  S.  29. 


Barrera  v.  Alpuente.     VI,  N.  S.  69. 

One  born  in  Looisuuut  in  1800,  when  the  Uw  made  twenty-five  the  age  of  mijorit/,  and 
reinaininf  in  LouUiana  until  1808,  when  the  Civil  Code  ettabliabed  twenty-one  an  the 
period  of  majority,  bat  aubeequently  removing  to  and  reaidiog  in  Spain,  where  twenty- 
five  ia  the  age,  will  be  regarded  aa  a  major,  if  he  or  ihe  oome  baok  to  Looiaiana 
**  when  above  twenty-one,  hot  under  twenty-five.** 

COURT  of  Probates  of  New  Orleans. 

PoaTsa,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  plaintiff  sued  in  the  court  below  to  recover  her  share  in  the 
succession  of  her  grandmother;  she  was  nonsuited  on  the  ground  of 
being  a  minor,  and  from  that  jiidgment  she  has  appealed  to  this  court 

According  to  the  facta  as  they  appear  on  record,  the  plaintiff  was 
bom  in  the  year  1802,  in  Louisiana,  the  laws  of  which,  at  that  time, 
fixed  the  age  of  majority  at  twenty-five.  She  is  now,  and  has  been 
for  several  years,  a  Spanish  subject,  and  a  resident  of  Spain,  where 
minority  ceases  at  the  same  time  of  life.  In  the  year  1808,  when  the 
plaintiff  was  six  years  old,  a  change  was  made  in  the  law  of  the  late 
territory  of  Orleans,  and  the  period  of  majority  was  fixed  at  twenty- 
one. 

The  question,  therefore,  is,  whether,  under  these  circumstances,  the 
plaintiff  was  a  major  at  twenty-five  years  old,  or  at  twenty-one.    If 
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the  former,  she  was  not  of  age,  when  the  suit  was  commenced  and 
decided  in  the  probate  court 

The  general  rule  is,  that  the  laws  of  the  domicil  of  origin  govern  the 
state  and  condition  of  the  minor,  into  whatever  country  he  removes. 
The  laws  of  Louisiana,  therefore,  must  determine  at  what  period  the 
plauitiff  came  of  age;  and  by  them,  she  was  a  major  at  twenty-five.* 
Admitting  that  her  removal  into  another  country  before  the  altera- 
tion in  our  law  would  exempt  her  from  its  operations,  and  that  her  state 
and  condition  were  fixed  by  the  rules  prevailing  in  the  place  in  which 
she  was  born,  at  the  time  she  left  it,  a  point  by  no  means  free  from 
diflSculty,  no  proof  has  been  given  that  the  plaintiff  was  taken  out  of 
Louisiana  before  the  change  made  in  1808;  and  as  the  defendant  by 
pleading  the  minority,  assumed  the  affirmative,  it  was  her  duty  to 
establish  the  fact  on  which  the  exception  could  be  sustained. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  court  of  probates  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  that  the 
exception  filed  by  the  defendant  be  overruled,  and  that  the  cause  be 
remanded,  to  be  proceeded  in  according  to  law;  the  appellees  paying 
the  costs  of  this  appeal. 

Slrawbridge,  for  the  plaintiff. 

CuviUieTj  for  the  defendant. 


Latorre  v.  Fortier.     VI,  N.  S.  71. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

A  case  of  account.    Verdict  of  jury  affirmed. 

*  Thii  sentcDoe  it  tbos  printed,  **in<i  by  Uiem  ibe  wai  a  mijor  it  twvDty^Te,**  in 
Story*i  Conflict  of  Laws,  72;  and  this  most  bare  increased  tbe  learned  commentator's 
perpkjritjr.  It  is  manifest  that  tbe  coart  intended  **  twenty-one,**  else  bow  could  it 
arrive  at  its  conelosion,  that  sbe  was  now,  at  tbe  time  of  suit  broagbt,  a  major,  tboogb 
under  twenty.five. 
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Pox  V.  Avirt.     VI,  N.  S.  72. 

FIHST  District. 

Although  it  be  stipulated  that  a  building  is  to  be  delivered  after 
an  approval  of  it  by  experts,  yet  if  the  owner  receive  it  froni  the 
contractor,  and  occupies  it,  he  cannot  resist  payment,  on  the  ground 
that  experts  did  not  approve  the  work.  This  stipulation  being  made 
for  his  benefit,  he  might,  and  did  waive  it. 


Bell  V.  James.     VI,  N.  8.  74. 

If  the  lobolnion  be  to  an  award  under  tbe  handa  and  aeala  of  the  arbitrators,  the  wall 
are  eaaential,  and  if  the  contract  arise  in  another  coontrj,  it  is  for  thb  court  jm  dieere 
not  JM  darif  how  much  soever  it  might  condemn  sudi  technicality. 

FIRST  District. 

PoaTXR,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

This  is  an  action  on  an  award  made  ia  the  atate  of  Keotncky,  in 
consequence  of  a  submission  entered  into  by  the  plaintiff  and  defen* 
dant,  to  refer  the  decision  of  th^  diflbreuoet  to  certain  persons 
therein  named 

By  the  terms  of  the  submission,  the  award  of  tbe  arbitrators  was 
to  be  under  their  hand  and  seal,  or  if  they  could  notagree,  ond^  lbs 
ImukI  and  seal  of  one  of  them,  and  the  band  of  the  umpire  they 
might  choose. 

The  arbitrators  did  agree,  but  did  not  make  their  award  under  seaL 
The  district  judge  was  of  opinion,,  that  as  the  award  was  not  under 
the  seals  of  the  arbitrators,  it  could  have  no  binding  effect;  that  it 
was  a  condition  of  the  submission,  and  could  not  be  dispensed  with. 

We  gave  an  entire  assent  to  the  conclusion  to  which  the  court 
below  came,  and  to  the  reasoning  on  which  tliat  conclusion  was 
founded.    A  great  deal  has  been  addressed  to  the  court,  on  the 
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iinimportance  of  the  formality.  It  has  been  urged  that  it  could  have 
given  DO  more  value  or  force  to  the  decision  of  the  arbitrators;  that 
it  was  not  intended  to  have  any  by  the  parties,  the  word  seal  being 
thrown  into  the  submission  by  accident  or  inadvertence;  that  the 
defecti  if  it  be  one,  is  caused  by  the  parol  evidence  introduced,  show* 
ing  the  award  to  have  been  really  made  as  stated  in  the  petition;  and 
finally,  that  such  technicalities  are  the  disgrace  of  the  law,  and  that 
the  court  oughtTo  disregard  them. 

If  these  technicalities  be  the  disgrace  of  the  common  law  and  the 
laws  of  Kentucky,  the  arguments  used  might  perhaps  be  advan- 
tageously addressed  to  the  legislature  of  that  state  to  induce  it  to 
change  tfieai;  but  they  are  entirely  out  of  place  in  a  court  of  justice, 
whose  duty  is  jt^  dicert,  not  jixa  dare.  And  more  particularly,  to 
a  court  called  on  to  pronounce  on  a  contract  made  in  another  coun- 
tnr,  which  must  be  construed  in  relation  to  the  laws  of  that  country* 
If  the  agreement  was  not  binding  where  it  was  made,  it  can  not 
become  so  by  being  bxojyight  into  this  state,  and  we  should  feel  we 
were  doing  a  very  wrong  thing,  to  render  any  other  judgment  than 
that  which  we  believe  would  be  given  by  the  tribunals  of  the  state 
where  the  parties  contracted.  Now  the  defendant  shows  us  a  case 
decided  in  the  supreme  court  of  Kentucky,  where,  under  a  similar 
submission  to  that  made  here,  it  was  held,  that  if  the  award  was  not 
under  seal,  it  was  bad.  And  he  has  referred  us  to  several  other 
authorities  from  the  common  law,  that  such  a  variance  between  the 
submission  and  decree  of  the  arbitrators,  renders  the  latter  void  and 
of  no  effect  We  have  no  doubt,  therefore,  that,  if  the  action  bad 
been  brought  on  this  award,  in  tlie  state  where  it  was  made,  it 
could  not  have  been  maintained;  and  with  this  conviction,  we  can 
not  give  effect  to  it  here.  The  arguments  of  the  plaintiff,  that  all 
this  is  unmeaning  formality^  that  it  is  the  offspring  of  a  dark  age,  and 
unworthy  of  the  light  of  this,  furnishes  no  reason  why  this  court  can 
decide  differently.  We  can  take  no  suqh  liberty  with  the  laws  and 
jurisprudence  of  oujr  sister  states.  They  are  the  best  judges  of  what 
suits  theinselves;  and  if  their  citizens  come  here  to  litigate  their 
claims  on  contracts  made  at  home,  arguments  about  the  defects  of 
their  own  laws,  and  their  absurd  technicalities  can  not  be  listened  X^ 
by  lis.— Harden^s  Rep.  201;  I  Bac  Ab.  217. 

|t  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirnied,  with  costs. 

Pre^tonj  for  t)^e  plaintiff 

tVMltthejf  and  Hqwesj  for  the  defendant. 
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Barfield  v.  Hewlett.     VI,  N.  S.  78. 

If  the  two  experU  diia^ree  on  the  feooinmieM  of  i  tifoatare  rabmitted  to  thea,  a  third 

caDnot  be  appointed:  onanimitj  it  reqahred. 
Aa  imtraroent  ii  not  void  because  it  wants  a  data. 
Bxperts  cannot  proceed  with  ens  pieoo  of  oomparison  only. 

FIRST  District. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  plaintiff  claims  as  his  property,  certain  slaves  in  the  possession 
of  the  defendant.  The  latter  pleaded  the  general  issue,  and  averred 
himself  to  be  a  bona  fide  purchaser.  There  was  judgment  against 
him^  and  he  appealed. 

1.  At  the  trial,  two  experts  were  appointed  to  pronounce  on 
the  verity  of  the  signature  of  the  defendant's  vendor,  to  an  agree- 
ment acknowledging  the  plaintiff's  title  to  the  slaves.  The  experts 
being  unable  to  agree,  the  court  on  the  plaintiff's  motion  appointed 
a  third,  notwithstanding  the  opposition  of  the  defendant,  who  took  a 
bill  of  exceptions. 

2.  The  original  of  the  copy  of  the  bill  x)f  sale,  annexed  to  the 
defendant's  answer,  under  which  he  claimed,  being  offered  as  a 
sole  piece  of  comparison,  to  be  acted  by  the  experts,  the  defendant 
objected  to  its  admission  as  such,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  neither 
proved  nor  admitted,  that  Barfield  the  vendor,  and  the  person  who 
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[Burfield  v.  Hewlett] 
9ttbacrtt>ed  4he  agreement  were  the  same  individual    The  objection 
being  oyerruledy  the  defendant  took  a  second  bill  of  exceptions. 

3.  On  the  report  of  the  experts,  the  defendant  objected  to  the 
reading  of  the  agreement,  on  the  ground  that  as  to  him,  a  third 
person,  it  had  no  date:  the  objection  was  overruled  by  a  third  bill  of 
exception  taken. 

I.  This  court  is  of  opinion  that  the  district  court  erred,  in  appoint- 
ing a  third  expert:  contested  signatures  are  directed  to  be  submitted 
to  two  persons,  having  skill  to  judge  of  handwriting,  who  shall 
report  on  oatli.  Civil  Code,  306,  art  26,  Unanimity  in  the  two 
exp>erts  is  required,  to  establish  the  signature;  and  no  power  is  given 
to  the  courts,  on  the  disagreement  of  the  experts  to  appoint  a  third; 
the  opinion  of  the  third  expert,  being  balanced  by  that  with  whom 
he  does  not  concur,  or  those  of  the  two  original  experts  balancing 
each  other,  it  will  follow  that  the  signature  will  be  proven  or  dispro- 
ven  by  one  expert  only.  Whether  in  such  a  case  the  two  experts 
are  to  be  discharged,  and  two  others  appointed,  will  be  examined, 
when  the  opinion  of  another  court  on  this  point,  being  complained 
of,  will  make  it  proper  for  us  to  do  so. 

II.  The  Code,  loco  citalo^  requires  the  contested  signature  to  be 
tested  by  a  comparison  with  papers  acknowledged  to  have  been 
signed  by  the  party.  This  mode  of  evidence  is  in  most  cases  very 
unsafe,  even  where  there  are  several  pieces  of  comparison;  the  Code 
requires  more  than  one;  and  nothing  authorises  to  proceed  on  a  sin- 
gle one. 

III.  The'  want  of  a  date  does  not  render  an  instrument  void,  and 
therefore  ought  not  to  prevent  its  being  read:  the  objection  to  the 
reading  of  the  agreement  by  the  court  has  less  force  than  that  to  its 
being  read  to  the  jury.  After  it  is  read  the  tribunal  trying  the  cause 
may  ascertain  the  period  of  the  confection  of  an  undated  agreement 
by  circumstances.  We  think  the  court  did  not  err  in  allowing  the 
agreement  to  be  read. 

The  opinion  we  have  formed  on  the  bills  of  exceptions  taken  by 
the  defendant  requiring  us  to  remand  the  case,  it  becomes  our  duty 
to  examine  a  bill  of  exceptions  of  the  appellee  who  complains  of  the 
decision  of  the  first  judge. 

The  defendant  objected  to  the  reading  of  certain  depositions  taken 
by  the  plaintiff  before  George  W.  Oliver,  a  commissioner  of  the  dis- 
trict court,  ou  the  ground  that  it  did  not  sufficiently  appear,  as  was 
alleged,  that  the  witness  had  been  sworn. 

The  Gommisioner's  certificate  states  that  he  took  the  depositions  of 
Batten,  Cox,  Campbell,  Barfield  and  Elam,  and  that  said  witnesses 
being  duly  sworn,  upon  the  evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  deposeth 
end  sayeth.  Every  witness  subscribes  his  own  deposition  at  the 
•^QNOt  of  which  the  commissioner  attests  he  swore  thereto;  and  this 
circumstance  is  repeated  in  the  conclusion. 

It  is  not  complained  that  the  signature  of  the  commissioner  is  not 
genuine,  and  we  are  unable  to  discover  on  what  the  objection  stands. 
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It  isy  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  jndgmeiit 
of  the  district  court  be  aunulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  and  the  case 
remanded  with  directions  to  the  judge  to  proceed  thereon  according 
to  law,  particularly  not  to  appoint  a  third  expert,  and  to  require  the 
production  of  more  than  one  piece  of  comparison;  and  it  is  ordered 
that  the  appellee  pay  costs  in  this  court 

Pierce^  for  the  plaintiff. 

Orymesy  for  the  defendant. 


Wood  V.  Steamboat  Fort  Adams  and  Owners. 
VI,  N.  S.  83. 

A  partner  bai  no  action  against  bit  copartner  for  anj  lom  paid  by  the  former  for  tbe 

partnership,  until  a  final  settlement  takes  place, 
firen  when  the  claim  has  been  settled  and  acknowledged.    Case  of  Dromgoole  o.  Gard. 

iier*s  Widow  and  Heirs,  10  Martiit^  433,  re^fllrmed. 

FIRST  District 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

The  plaintiff  and  appellant  urges,  the  district  judge  erred  in  dis- 
missing his  petition,  on  the  ground  that  his  suit  was  not  maintain- 
able, being  against  his  copartners  and  joint  owners,  for  a  specific  claim 
against  the  joint  concern,  under  the  authority  of  the  case  of  Drum- 
goole  V.  Gardner's  Widow  and  Heirs,  10  Mariiny  433.  He  denies 
the  conchision  to  which  the  court  came  in  that  case,  and  the  resem- 
blance of  the  present  to  it. 

The  plaintiff  states  that  the  steamboat  and  its  owners  owe  him 
the  sum  of  3000  dollars  and  upwards,  with  conventional  interest,  for 
wages,  supplies,  and  disbursements,  for  which  sum  he  claims  a  lien 
on  the  boat;  and  he  avers  he  is  owner  of  one-tenth  of  the  boat  He 
concludes  for  citations  and  the  provisional  seizure  of  the  boat. 

This  is,  therefore,  clearly  an  action,  in  which  a  part  owner,  or  part- 
ner, seeks  the  recovery  of  money  alleged  to  be  due  him  by  his  co- 
partners or  joint  owners,  for  advances  to  the  partnership  or  joint  con- 
cern. The  principles  recognised  in  the  case  cited  are,  therefore,  to 
regulate  this  case;  for  the  plaintiff  does  not  seek  a  general  and  final 
settlement  of  the  debts,  active  and  passive  of  the  co-partners  or  joint 
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tenants,  but  the  absolute  payment  of  a  specific  demand  of  his.  We 
see,  therefore,  a  perfect  resemblance  in  the  two  cases,  as  to  the  facts 
to  which  the  principles  apply. 

The  principle  is  however  oppugned  as  borrowed  from  the  common 
law,  and  on  account  of  its  technicality. 

Justice  in  all  countries,  emphatically  requires  that  those  who  de- 
mand their  own  should  give  to  others  theirs — that  a  multiplicity  of 
actions  should  be  avoided;  that,  as  in  the  course  of  a  partnership,  its 
members  are  respectively,  at  different  periods,  creditors  or  debtors, 
no  special  transaction  of  it  should  be  settled  abstractedly  from  the 
others;  but  that  whenever  one  partner  desires  to  receive  what  is  his, 
the  accounts  should  be  settled  at  the  same  time,  and  the  respective 
balance  ascertained. 

These  principles  apply  to  special  as  well  as  to  commercial  partner- 
ships. 

But  the  plaintiff  and  appellant  argue,  that  to  them  there  is  an  ex- 
ception, and  he  is  within  it. 

The  exception  is,  when  the  claim  of  a  partner  has  been  settled  and 
acknowledged,  an  action  may  be  maintained  thereon. 

To  bring  himself  within  this  exception,  he  shows  that  one  of  the 
partners  or  joint  owners  acknowledged  a  balance  due  to  the  plaintiff, 
bearing  interest  at  ten  per  cent,  and  the  same  person,  and  another 
owner,  gave  him  a  promissory  note,  in  their  own  names,  and  that  of 
the  other  owners. 

But  it  is  not  shown,  that  either  of  the  joint  owners,  who  acknow- 
ledged a  balance  to  the  plaintiff  or  subscribed  the  note,  had  any  au- 
thority to  bind  the  others. 

The  case  is  not  to  be  distinguished  from  that  cited  in  Martin, 
Faurie  el  al.  v.  Millaudon  et  al. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Whitlles^y,  for  the  plaintiff. ' 

Fiercey  for  the  defendants. 
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M'Mickea  v.  Brown.    VI,  N.  S.  85. 

A  p«rtj  who,  without  oppotition,  tofieri  evidenee  to  jpo  to  the  jary,  od  a  (act  not  pot  ia 
iatne,  it  boand  by  their  decision  oo  it. 

THIRD  District 

ILisTiiry  J.,  deliyered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  defendant,  sued  for  the  value  of  goods  stolen  from  the  pfaiin- 
tiffi  to  the  stealth  of  which  the  former  is  ohai^ged  to  have  been  an  ac- 
oessary,  pleaded  the  general  issue,  and  on  a  yerdict  and  judgment 
Ugainsr  him,  appealed. 

At  the  trial  his  counsel  requested  the  judge  to  chai^  the  jury,  that 
<<he  oould  not  be  found  guilty  on  the  pleadmgs,  unless  it  was  proved 
be  assisted  in  stealiBg  the  goods,  and  U  was  not  sufficient  to  show  he 
leoeived  the  goods,  knowing  them  to  have  been  stolen."  The  judge 
refnsed  to  charge  the  jury.    A  bill  of  exceptions  was  taken. 

The  defendant,  if  he  chose  to  avail  himself  of  this  defenoe,  ought 
to  have  opposed  the  introduction  of  evklence  of  the  receipt  o{  the 
sColen  goods.  He  contested  his  liability  as  a  receiver  befcute  the  jury, 
and  must  be  bound  by  their  decision,  even  on  a  fact  not  specially  put 
in  issue,  and  the  judge  acted  correctly  in  withhoUUng  the  charge,  and 
refusing  to  enable  the  defendant  to  counteract  the  effect  of  evidence 
he  had  suffered  to  go  to  the  jury.  Bryan  and  Wife  v.  Moore;  Can- 
field  V.  M'Laughlin. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  tbe  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  < 

Prt9twif  for  the  plaintiff. 

Bra^fordj  for  the  defendant. 
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Miller  v.  Morgan.    VI,  N.  S.  86. 

The  sheriff  b  bound  to  seize  the  property  pointed  out  by  the  defendant,  in  the  execution, 
and  may  not  insist  on  selling  the  personal  property  of  defendant  first. 

FIRST  District. 

PoRTEB,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  is  an  action  against  the  sheriff  of  the  parish  of  New  Orleans, 
for  seizing  certain  property  of  the  plaintiff's  under  a  writ  of  Jieri 
faciasj  in  opposition  to  his  wishes  and  request.  The  petition  statee 
that  other  property  was  pointed  out  to  the  defendant,  and  that  be 
was  requested  to  levy  on  it. 

The  answer  consists  of  a  general  denial,  and  an  allegation  that  the 
defendant  made  the  seizure  under  a  writ  of  execution  issued  in  favor 
of  one  Miller  against  the  plaintiff. 

The  cause  was  tried  in  the  inferior  court  by  a  jury  who  found  a 
verdict  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  with  one  cent  damages.  The  defeo,- 
dant  appealed  and  in  this  court  has  made  the  following  points. 

1.  That  the  defendant  obeyed  the  order  of  the  court  on  the  execu- 
tion issued,  which  required  him  in  totidem  verbis j  to  seize  and  sell 
first  the  personal  property  of  the  defendant. 

2.  There  b  no  other  evidence  that  any  other  property  situated 
within  the  parish,  unincumbered  and  belonging  to  the  defendant,  was 
offered  to  the  sheriff  to  satisfy  the  execution. 

The  third  is  a  deduction  of  law  from  these  grounds,  and  does  not 
require  to  be  particularly  noticed. 

I.  The  646th  article  of  the  Code  of  Practice  directs  the  sheriff  in 
executing  a  writ  to  first  seize  movables,  <«  unless  the  debtor  point  out 
himself  to  the  sheriff  what  property  he  wishes  to  have  seized  and 
sold  first:  provided  the  property  thus  pointed  out  be  situated  in  the 
parish." 

The  defence  drawn  from  the  phraseology  of  the  writ  cannot  avail 
the  defendant.  The  order  in  which  the  defendant  is  directed  by 
it  to  seize  property,  is  that  commanded  by  the  law,  and  any  other 
would  be  erroneous.  But  the  same  law  which  directs  the  property 
to  be  levied  on  in  this  manner,  contains  an  exception  when  the  de- 
fendant points  out  any  particular  object  on  which  he  wishes  the  levy 
to  be  made.  And  whenever  a  case  coming  within  this  exception  is 
presented  to  the  sheriff,  it  is  his  duty  to  act  under  the  rule  provided 
for  such  an  occurrence,  and  not  under  the  general  regulation  which 
Vol.  hi.— 64 
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does  not  contemplate  any  interference  on  the  part  of  the  defendant 
in  execution. 

II.  The  second  ground  of  defence  appears  also  to  us  untenable. 
The  statement  of  wets  admits  that  property  was  pointed  out  to  the 
defendant,  of  sufficient  value  to  satisfy  the  amount  o(  the  Jieri  facias; 
if  that  property  was  so  situated  as  to  place  the  defendant  within  the 
proviso  of  the  statute,  it  was  his  duty  to  prove  it.  3  Johns.  Rep.  438; 
4  Ibid.  304. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Carleton  and  Locktttj  for  the  plaintiff. 


Flower  d  al.  v.  Griffith.     YI,  N.  S.  89. 

The  legiaUture  cannot  delefite  the  power  of  mikbg  Uwt  for  Uie  state. 

The  ombsioii  to  print,  in  the  new  Code,  articles  contained  in  the  old,  does  not  repeal 
them. 

The  twentj-6rst  title  of  the  third  book  of  the  old  Code,  is  jret  in  force. 

The  Code  of  1808  reoeifed  lefpslatiTe  sanction  from  the  territorial  assembly;  the  amend- 
roents  to  that  Code  were  adopted  bj  the  legislature  of  the  state,  and  if  the  book,  printed 
in  1885  as  the  Code  of  Louisiana,  contains  the  old  Code  and  amendments  &RhAill7 
transcribed,  then  all  the  provisions  in  it  are  binding,  and  have  the  force  of  law;  bm  If 
it  contains  anj  thnig  more,  what  has  been  added  km  nsC  If  aoj  thing  has  been 
omitted,  that  omission  does  not  prevent  the  law  which  had  been  already  promnlgated 
in  the  old  Code,  finm  being  still  in  force. 

THIRD  District. 

PoRTBE,  J.,  delivered  the  opifiion  of  the  court. 

This  action  was  commenced  by  attachment,  which  was  levied  on 
a  tract  of  land,  which  the  defendant  held  in  common  with  his  sister. 
The  proceedings  previous  to  final  judgment  need  not  be  set  out,  as 
the  only  error  assigned  by  the  plaintiffs  is,  that  the  court  below  had 
decreed  that  no  execution  should  issue  against  the  property  attached, 
until  a  partition  and  settlement  could  take  place  between  the  defen- 
dant and  his  sister,  co-heirs  of  the  succession  of  L.  C.  Griffith. 

The  facts  of  the  case  show,  that  the  property  is  held  in  common 
between  the  defendant  and  his  sister.  The  only  question,  therefore, 
is  whether  the  judgment  be  correct  in  point  of  law. 
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The  old  Code  contained  a  provision  that  <<  the  undivided  share 
belonging  to  a  co-heir  in  a  succession  cannot  be  seized  on  an  execu- 
tion, but  the  creditors  have  a  right  to  demand  a  partition  of  the  estate 
between  the  co-heirs."  490,  art.  6. 

It  is  contended  that  this  article  is  repealed  by  the  new  Code  in 
which  no  such  regulation  is  found.  If  it  appeared  that  the  legisla- 
ture had  made  it  a  part  of  their  amendments  to  that  work,  that  this 
article  should  be  suppressed,  then  perhaps  this  argument  would  be 
correct. 

But  nothing  of  that  kind  has  been  shown,  and  our  own  researches 
have  led  us  to  the  directly  opposite  conclusion.  The  jurists  who 
were  appointed  to  alter  and  improve  our  old  Code,  in  their  report  to 
the  legislature,  proposed  amendments  of  three  kinds.  The  first,  the 
insertion  of  new  provisions;  the  second,  the  modification  of  those  al- 
ready existing,  and  the  third,  the  suppression  of  those  articles  which 
were  incompatible  with  the  changes  they  thought  proper  to  recom- 
mend. 

We  have  carefully  examined  this  report,  and  not  a  word  is  said 
in  it  of  the  last  title  of  the  old  Code;  it  is  neither  proposed  to  be 
amended  by  new  provisions,  nor  modified,  and  not  suppressed. 

The  amendments  to  the  other  parts  of  the  old  Code,  were  submitted 
to  the  legislature,  and  with  some  slight  alterations  adopted.  But  the 
remaining  provisions  in  it,  did  not  pass  a  second  time  under  the  view 
of  the  legislature,  nor  were  they  re-enacted.  They  were  left  as  they 
originally  stood. 

After  these  amendments  were  passed,  the  best  way  perhaps  would 
have  been  to  have  printed  them  separately.  The  citizen  could  have 
then  seen  at  once  what  change  had  been  made  in  the  old  law. 

But  it  was  thought  advisable  from  the  utility,  which  would  result 
from  presenting  the  whole  work  together,  to  direct  that  the  amend- 
ments, and  the  old  Code,  should  be  printed  in  one  book. 

The  persons  to  whom  this  duty  was  intrusted  were  not,  nor  could 
they  be,  charged  with  legislative  powers.  Their  duty  was  ministe- 
rial. They  had  no  authority  to  alter  in  the  smallest  respect  the  law. 
They  were  empowered  to  print  the  Code,  and  the  amendments  which 
the  legislature  had  adopted,  and  if  they  made  any  further  change,  it 
is  not  binding  on  the  citizen.  The  work  which  they  have  presented, 
has  never  been  passed  on  by  the  legislature,  nor  is  it  clothed  with 
the  signatures  of  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives,  the 
president  of  the  senate,  nor  the  governor.  The  amendments  to  the 
old  Code  have  received  legislative  sanction,  the  old  Code  itself  has, 
and  if  the  book  now  printed  as  the  Code  of  Louisiana  contains  that 
old  Code,  and  the  amendments,  then  all  the  provisions  in  it  are 
binding  and  have  the  force  of  law.  But  if  it  contains  any  thing 
more,  what  has  been  added  has  not.  And  if  any  thing  has  been 
omitted,  that  omission  does  hot  prevent  the  law  which  had  been 
already  promulgated  in  the  old  Code  from  being  in  force.    To  decide 
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Otherwise,  would  be  virtually  a  declaration,  that  the  persons  who 
were  appointed  to  print  the  Code,  had  legislative  powers.* 

Such  powers  they  of  course  never  intended  to  assanie,  and  we 
have  no  doubt  they  discharged  their  duty  faithrnlly,  and  in  the  main 
judiciously,  but  they  were  liable  to  err,  and  in  our  opinion  have 
erred  in  the  instance  before  us.  The  whole  of  the  twenty-first  title 
of  the  third  book  of  the  old  Code  has  been  omitted  in  the  new,  and 
yet  it  was  not  proposed  to  be  suppressed  by  the  jurists,  nor  does  it 
appear  to  have  been  repealed  by  any  act  of  the  legislature  of  which 
we  can  get  cognisance.  We  have  examined  the  original  of  the 
amendments,  to  the  Code,  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  the 
only  place  where  they  are  to  be  found  distinct  and  separate,  and  not 
a  word  is  there  said  of  repealing  this  title.  We  of  course  are  bound 
to  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  it  is  still  in  force.t 

As  to  the  argument  drawn  from  the  Code  of  Practice,  it  presents 
no  difficulty.  The  law  by  which  the  work  was  adopted  declares, 
that  when  its  provisions  are  contrary,  or  repugnant  to  those  of  the 
Civil  Code,  the  latter  shall  be  considered  as  repealed.  That  con- 
tained in  the  former,  is  the  general  rule  which  existed  previous  to  its 

*  In  referanoe  to  the  dutiei  oTthe  joritts  who  rerised  the  CItU  Code,  mod  prepared  the 
Code  of  Practice,  a  very  important  propoeition  has  been  enunciated  by  the  coort,  (Rost, 
J.,  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  bench,)  and  which  most  be  taken  as  the  deliberate  doe- 
trine  of  the  whole  court,  inasmoch  at  the  propoaitioo  serres  abeohiteljr  as  the  basis  of  the 
decree.  The  positive  provision  of  the  49th  article  of  the  Code  of  Practice,  that  one  havisf 
only  **the  civil  or  Ugol  possession**  of  the  premises,  or  the  righi  to  them,  at  the  instant 
of  the  disturbance,  cannot  bring  a  possessory  aetioo  for  thera,  being  made  to  yield  to 
divers  articles  of  the  Louisiana  Code,  which  coontenasce  the  possessory  action  brought 
by  persons  not  in  actual  posseasioo.  The  words  of  judge  Rost  are  weighty  and  bis  eon- 
dusions  thorough,  **  Here  then  is  a  right  of  action  given  for  all  possessions  alike,  when 
they  have  lasted  one  year  and  are  not  precarious,  in  direct  opposition  to  the  49th  artiole 
of  the  Code  of  Practice.  One  of  these  laws  must  yield,  and  we  find  no  difficalty  in  say. 
ing  which  is  to  prevail.  The  court  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  mode  in  which  our  Codes 
were  prepared  and  became  laws.  They  were  written  by  lawyers,  who  mixed  with  the 
positive  legislation  which  they  contained,  definitions  seldom  accurate,  and  points  of  doc 
trine  always  unnecessary.  Ttie  legislature  modified  and  changed  many  of  the  provisiona 
relating  to  the  positive  legislation,  but  adopted  the  definitions  and  abstract  doctrine  with- 
out  material  alteration.  From  this  circumstance,  as  well  as  from  the  inherent  difficulty 
of  the  subject,  the  positive  provisions  of  our  Code  are  often  at  variance  with  the  theo- 
retical part,  which  was  intended  to  elucidate  them;  and  whenever  that  occurs,  vine  deem 
it  a  sound  rule  of  interpretation  to  disregard  the  doctrine  and  consider  the  definitions 
modified  by  the  clear  intent  of  the  positive  enactments.  Ellis  e.  Prevoet  el «/.,  13  Lev. 
i2ep.936. 

t  The  reader  is  left  to  consider  how  fiir  this  train  of  doctrine  is  afifected  by  the  act  of 
1828,  March  35,  section  96,  which  provides,  **  that  all  the  civil  laws  which  were  in  force 
before  the  promulgation  of  the  Civil  Code  lately  promulgated,  be  and  are  hereby  abn>. 
gated,"  except  third  chapter,  tenth  title  of  the  old  Code  touching  the  disaolntioQ  of  com. 
munities  and  corporations. 
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passage,  and  with  that  general  rule  stood  the  exception.    We  have 
more  than  once  decided,  that  re-enacting  the  general  rule,  did  not 
repeal  the  exception  with  which  it  was  previously  accompanied. 
Code  of  Practice,  643, 6, 7.    Civil  Code,*  490,  art.  6. 

The  judgment  of  the  court  be)ow,  should  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Waits  and  Lobdtll^  for  the  plaintiffs. 


Bemardine  v.  L'Espinasse.     VI,  N.  S.  94. 

Whether  an  ezeootor  can  do  anj  act  to  defeat  Uie  duties  impoied  on  him  by  the  will-* 

Collateral  heirs  setting  up  a  claim  to  a  saccession,  most  show  that  the  relations  in  the 

ascending  line  have  ceased  to  exist 
A  party  who  is  neither  appellant,  nor  appellee,  cannot  have  a  jodgment  amended  in  hb 

fiivor. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  plaintiff  claims  her  freedom  from  the  defendant,  who  asserts 
title  to  her  in  virtue  of  a  purchase  from  the  heirs  of  Galez,  whom 
he  has  cited  in  warranty.  They  appeared,  and  pleaded  that  the 
plaintiff  was  their  slave. 

The  facts  of  the  case  as  they  appear  in  evidence  are  as  follows: 
The  plaintiff  was  born  in  the  year  1781,  in  St.  Domingo,  the  slave 
of  a  family  called  Galez.  She  fell  by  partition,  or  otherwise,  to  one 
of  the  daughters,  who  intermarried  with  a  certain  Antoine  Goyffon. 
— At  the  period  the  negroes  revolted  in  that  Island,  Goyffon  and  his 
wife  fled.  The  plaintiff,  whose  attachment  to  them  appears  to  have 
been  great,  swam  after  them  and  got  on  board  the  vessel  in  which 
they  were  escaping.  She  accompanied  them  to  the  Island  of  Cuba, 
and  served  them  as  a  slave  until  the  year  1809. — ^When  forced  to 
leave  that  country,  she  again  followed  them  and  came  to  Louisiana. 
Shortly  after  their  arrival  here,  her  mistress  died  without  making  a 
will,  but  recommending  to  her  husband,  not  to  forget  the  attachment 
and  long  and  faithful  services  of  the  plaintiff,  and  requested  him  lo 
set  her  free.    The  husband  survived  the  wife  several  years.    Some 

*  Oheerve  Civtl  (We  here  meani  LoQimiw  Code. 
64* 
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time  before  his  decease,  he  made  his  testament,  in  which  he  gave  the 
plaintiff  and  her  two  children  their  freedom,  and  appointed  the 
defendant  his  executor  and  residuary  legatee. 

The  defendant  accepted  the  trust.  He  applied  to  the  court  of  pro- 
bates to  be  confirmed  in  the  appointment— he  was  confirmed  in  it; 
and  he  took  an  oath  that  he  would  well  and  faithfully  perform  the 
duties  of  the  office. 

However  he  may  have  discharged  part  of  those  duties,  he  neglected 
to  perform  that  which  was  imposed  on  him  in  relation  to  the  plaintiff. 
When  requested  to  comply  with  it  by  persons  taking  an  interest  in 
her  situation,  he  promised  he  would,  but  evaded  an  immediate  com- 

!>liance,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  necessary  the  plaintiff  should  work 
or  some  time,  bHsfore  he  could  set  her  free,  in  order  that  she  might 
reimburse  him  for  moneys  he  had  advanced  to  her.  After  retaining 
her  several  years  in  this  situation,  he  finally  refused  to  Uberate  her, 
and  set  up  a  title  in  himself,  in  virtue  of  a  purchase  he  had  made 
since  he  was  appointed  executor,  from  persons  styling  themselves 
heirs  of  the  wife  of  Goy  ffon. 

Whether  an  executor,  or  any  other  agent,  can  enter  into  contracts 
to  defeat  the  dischai^e  of  the  trust  which  he  has  undertaken  for  his 
principal,  is  a  grave  question,  on  which  we  do  not  now  find  it  neces- 
sary to  express  an  opinion.  The  defendant  has  called  the  heirs  from 
whom  he  bought  in  warranty,  and  has  thrown  on  them  the  burthen 
of  proving  a  title  to  the  plaintiff.  They  have  alleged,  and  proved, 
that  they  are  the  collateral  heirs  of  Jeanne  Augustine  Galez,  wife  of 
Goyffon,  but  this  is  not  sufficient  to  prove  their  right  to  her.  It  is  a 
well  established  rule  of  evidence,  that  where  collateral  relations  set 
up  a  claim  to  the  property  of  an  inheritance,  they  must  show  that 
the  relations  in  the  ascending  line  have  ceased  to  exist  Upon  this 
principle,  the  collateral  heir  was  defeated  in  the  case  of  Hooter^ 
Heirs  v.  Tippett,  and  we  refer  to  the  decision  there,  as  containing 
the  reasons  on  which  this  doctrine  is  founded.     12  Martin^  392. 

No  such  proof  has  been  administered  here,  and  as  the  heirs  cited 
in  warranty  have  failed  in  showing  a  right  in  themselves,  they  of 
course  have  failed  in  showing  they  transmitted  any  to  Uie  defendant 
L'EIspinasse,  and  he  stands  before  the  court  without  any  legal  defence 
to  the  plaintiff's  demand. 

If  the  case  presented  strong  equitable  claims  on  the  part  of  the 
'  defendant,  and  the  warrantors,  we  might,  under  the  powers  given  lo 
this  court,  to  remand  whenever  justice  requires  it,  send  the  cause 
back  for  proof  of  heirship. — But  the  view  we  have  taken  of  the  case, 
has  brought  us  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  justice  and  equity  of  it  are 
most  emphatically  with  the  plaintiff:  and  with  this  conviction,  we 
cannot  aid  the  defendant  in  making  out  a  harsh  demand,  which  has 
no  foundation  but  in  the  strict  rules  of  law.' 

He  has  complained,  that  the  judgment  of  the  court  below  is  erro- 
neous in  not  giving  him  judgment  against  the  heirs  of  Gralez.  Per- 
haps it  is  so,  but  we  cannot  go  into  that  inqniry,  as  the  cause  now 
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Stands  before  us;  for  it  is  on  the  appeal  of  those  heirs  that  the  case 
has  been  brought  before  this  tribunal.  And  though  he  has  beepi 
heard  in  defence  of  his  title,  as  making  a  part  of  the  appellant's  case, 
the  jadgment  cannot  be  amended  in  his  iayor,  for  he  is  neither  appel- 
lant, nor  appellee. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 

the  parish  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

SegherSy  for  the  plaintiff. 

Niwouy  for  the  defendant. 


Lacroix  v.  Menard.    VI,  N.  S.  98. 

FIRST  District. 

Where  nothing  shows  that  defendant  authorised  or  even  ratified 
the  use  of  his  name  in  the  contract,  on  which  action  is  brought, 
although  his  brother  se  Jit  fori,  i.  6.,  covenanted  that  he  had  authority, 
or  would  procure  a  ratification  of  the  defendant  for  his  acts,  d^ 
defendant  is  not  bound. 


Boyle  V.  Dickenson  et  cd.    VI,  N.  S-  lOL 

Ka  oarrier  oooTerts  {foods  to  his  own  use  by  fidling  to  deliver  them  acoording  tg  hk 
ooDtraot,  the  measure  of  damages  is  the  full  value  of  the  property,  and  not  the  diml* 
nished  valae  of  the  goods  by  the  change  of  voyage. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orleans. 

Mathews,  J.,  deliyered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  suit  is  brought  against  the  master  and  owners  of  the  brig 
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Arethusa,  to  recover  from  them  a  quantity  of  horns,  as  stated  in  the 
petition,  or  their  value,  &c 

The  cause  was  submitted  to  a  jury  in  the  court  below,  who  found 
a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  for  350  dollars,  the  estimated  vahie  of  the 
property  for  which  suit  was  commenced;  and  being  rendered  for 
that  amount  the  defendants  appealed 

The  facts  of  the  case  are  these.  The  brig  was  advertised  to  go  a 
voyage  direct  from  the  port  of  New  Orleans  to  that  of  New  York; 
and  with  an  expectation  that  it  would  be  thus  transported,  the  pro- 
perty in  question  was  put  on  board  by  the  plaintiff  consigned  to  his 
agent  or  consignees  at  the  latter  port  The  destination  of  the  vessel 
was  afterwards  changed,  and  she  was  laden  for  Providence;  to  which 
place,  she  sailed.  Previous  to  her  departure  the  plaintiff  required 
that  his  property  should  be  returned  to  him  free  of  expense  or  charge^ 
which  was  not  done  on  account  of  the  difficulty  and  expense  of  un- 
loading the  brig:  but  the  consignees  in  this  port  offered  to  pay  to 
him  a  price  or  value  for  the  horns,  such  as  might  be  determined  and 
fixed  by  disinterested  appraisers;  to  this  proposal  he  refused  to 
accede.  The  vessel  made  the  voyage  to  Providence,  returned  to 
New  York,  and  then  made  a  tender  of  tlie  plaintiff's  property  to  tus 
consignees  which  they  refused  to  receive.  &c. 

With  regard  to  the  questions  of  law  which  arise  out  of  these  fect^ 
the  right  of  the  plaintiff  to  sue  and  recover  as  for  damages  on  account 
of  the  violation  of  their  contract  by  the  carriers,  is  not  denied  by 
either  party.  The  dispute  is,  as  to  the  measure  of  damages,  or  extent 
of  injury  done  to  him,  by  those  who  undertook  to  carry  his  goods. 
It  is  contended  on  their  part,  that  these  ought  to  be  ascertained  by 
the  effect  which  the  change  of  voyage  has  actually  had  on  the  inte- 
rests of  the  appellee  by  lessening  the  value  of  the  property  shipped. 
To  this  proposition  we  cannot  assent  The  diange  of  destination  in 
tfie  voyage  of  the  brig,  annulled  entirely  the  contract  of  affreightment, 
and  the  carriers  were  bound  to  return  his  goods  to  the  shipper,  and 
their  neglect  and  refusal  to  do  so,  amounts  to  a  conversion  of  them 
to  their  own  use,  and  consequently  they  are  answerable  in  damages 
at  least,  to  the  full  value  of  the  property.  This  has  been  ascertairod 
by  the  verdict  of  the  iury  and  ought  not  to  be  disturbed. 

It  b,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  parish  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Cuviilier^  for  the  plaintiff. 

Duncany  for  the  defendant 
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The  mortgaged  oroditor  k  not  obliged  to  bring  his  action  againat  the  prqteriy  last  alien- 
ated when  thai  property  is  not  subject  to  the  lien, 

A  wife  who,  previously  to  the  act  of  1818,  renounced  her  right  on  property  sold,  did  not, 

.  by  doing  so,  release  her  mortgage  on  that  which  wa^  previously  alienated.  The  wife 
has  no  mortgage  on  her  husband^s  estate  for  the  fruits  of  her  pamphemal  estate,  nor 
on  the  estate  of  the  executor  of  her  father. 

In  making  the  imputation  of  payment,^  it  is  not  the  debt  first  contracted,  but  that  first 
due,  which  is  considered  to  be  the  most  ancient. 

A  mortgage  cannot  be  enforced  on  the  improvements  made  by  a  third  possessor. 

The  proper  mode  of  ascertaining  their  value,  is  to  have  them  estimated  after  the  sale. 

FIRST  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

This  is  an  action  instituted  against  the  third  possessor  of  property, 
on  which  the  plaintiff  states  she  has  a  lien.  She  avers  that  she 
brought  a  large  estate  to  her  late  husband;  that  he  failed;  that  she 
has  only  received  a  small  portion  of  the  amount  due  to  her;  and  that 
the  defendant  is  in  possession  of  a  house  and  lot  sold  by  her  husband 
during  the  marriage.  She  prayB  that  the  defendant  may  be  con<- 
•demned  to  pay  the  balance  due  her,  or  that  in  default  thereof,  the 
premises  purchased  by  him  be  seized,  and  sold,  to  satisfy  her  plaim. 

The  defendant  pleads  that  he  is  the  lawful  owner  of  the  house  and 
lot  mentioned  in  the  petition,  having  purchased  it  from  one  Nic. 
Bertoly,  who  purchased  it  from  the  Planters'  Bank;  by  whom  it  had 
been  acquired  from  Fleury  Soubercase,  who  bought  it  from  the  hus- 
band of  the  petitioner. 

And  that  the  lien  claimed  by  the  petitioner  cannot  affect  this  pro- 
perty, because  nothing  was  due  her  for  her  paraphernal  or  dotal 
rights;  because  she  did  not  enregister  her  mortgage  according  to  law; 
because  her  right  if  it  does  exist,  accrued  since  the  sale  from  her  hus- 
band to  the  person  under  whom  the  defendant  claims;  and  lastly, 
that  if  the  lien  is  recognised  by  the  court,  it  cannot  be  enforced  on 
the  improvements  made  on  the  lot  by  the  defendant,  and  those  from 
whom  he  derives  his  title. 

The  answer  concludes  by  citing  Soubercase's  heir  in  warranty. 

She  appeared,  and  in  her  answers  repeated  the  same  defence  as 
that  set  up  by  the  defendant;  and  added  to  it  another,  that  the  plain- 
tiff was  bound  to  exercise  her  right  according  to  the  order  of  the 
sal^s,  <<  beginning  with  the  latest  and  ascending  in  succession,  from 
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the  last,  to  the  oUest;'*  that  the  value  of  the  prop^ly  sold  sabae- 
quentl^  to  the  sale  made  to  the  ancestor  of  the  req[>oQdeiit,  would  be 
■tore  thau  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  petitioner,  had  she  not  renounced 
her  right  on  the  property  so  alienated,  and  that  by  said  renunciatioo, 
she  has  lost  her  recourse  on  the  house  and  lot  which  she  now  seeks 
to  have  sold. 

The  district  court  was  of  opinion  that  it  was  indispensably  neces- 
sary for  the  plaintiff  to  first  exercise  her  rights  on  the  property  last 
sold,  and  nonsuited  her.    From  this  judgment  she  has  appealed. 

The  correctness  of  this  judgment  must  therefore  be  examined 
before  we  can  go  into  the  merits.  For  if  the  plea  on  which  it  was 
rendered  should  be  found  sustainable,  it  will  preclude  any  inquiry  into 
the  other  matters  at  issue. 

As  a  general  rule,  the  judge  was  certainly  correct  in  saying  that 
where  there  are  several  sales  of  property  subject  to  a  tacit  mortgage, 
the  creditor  must  enforce  his  lien  on  the  object  last  scrid.  But  that 
rule  has  no  application  to  a  case  where  the  property  last  alienated  is 
not  subject  to  the  lien.  It  is  not  merely  the  subsequent  sale  of  the 
debtor,  that  confers  the  right  on  the  first  purchaser;  but  a  sale  made 
in  such  a  manner,  that  the  creditor  can  enforce  his  right  on  the  thing 
sold.  This  necessarily  results  from  the  language  used  in  the  statute, 
and  from  the  reason  on  which  the  rule  was  established.  The  law 
states  that  if  the  debtor  has  made  several  sales,  and  the  creditors  find 
themselves  in  the  necessity  of  pursuing  their  payment  against  the  pro- 
perty 80  sold,  they  must  commence  with  that  last  disposed  o£ — ^Tbis 
provision  evidently^  contemplates  several  sales  of  immovables,  on 
which  the  creditor  has  a  lien;  for  if  he  has  none  on  the  object  last 
-sold,  there  is  nothing  for  him  to  bring  his  action  against.  The  defeooe 
is,  in  truth,  one  of  discussion;  and  it  depends  for  its  validity  on  the 
fact  of  there  being  other  property  to  be  discussed;  when  the  plea 
shows  that  the  thing  sold  is  not  subject  to  the  creditors'  lien,  there  is 
nothing  for  the  exception  to  rest  on. 

In  the  present  case,  the  answer  of  the  vendor  cited  in  warranty, 
atated,  that  the  plaintiff  had  renounced  her  mortgage  on  the  property 
sold  subsequently  to  that,  which  forms  the  subject  of  the  present  con- 
gest. We  think,  therefore,  the  judge  erred  in  directing  her  to  bring 
her  action  against  this  property,  before  she  could  exercise  her  right 
on  that  in  the  defendant's  possession. 

It  is,  however,  contend^  that  by  doing  so  she  has  lost  her  mort- 
gage on  the  house  and  lot  mentioned  in  the  petition.  But  in  this 
case  the  court  can  see  no  foundation  on  which  such  a  position  can  be 
maintained.  The  act  of  1 8 1 7,  it  is  true,  directs,  that  where  property  b 
subject  to  a  general  or  tacit  mortgage,  and  it  is  sold  to  seveikl  persons, 
the  mortgagee  must  bring  his  action  against  the  last  buyer,  ascend- 
ing in  succession  from  the  last  to  the  oldest — Now,  admitting  that 
•the  consequence  contended  for  might  follow,  if  the  purchaser  acquired 
after  the  act  of  1817,  on  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  express  an  opin- 
ion.   We  are  clear  that  it  does  not,  where  the  sale  was  made  pre- 
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vious  to  the  passage  of  the  law.  At  the  time  the  defendanty  or  tho8& 
under  whom  be  claims  bought,  the  property  was  primarily,  not  sub* 
stdiariiy,  subject  to  the  mortgage  of  the  wife,  in  case  the  husband 
sold  subsequently  to  others;  and  the  rights  of  the  parties  must  be 
tested  by  the  law  at  the  time  of  the  contract,  not  by  the  changes  that 
were  subsequently  made  in  it. 

The  first  ground  of  defence  is,  that  nothing  is  due  to  t))e  plaintiff 
by  her  husband's  estate. — On  this  point  a  great  deal  of  evidence  was 
taken  on  the  trial,  and  it  has  been  the  subject  of  much  observation  by 
the  counsel  in  this  court.  The  claim  of  the  plaintiff  may  be  divided 
into  three  distinct  heads,  and  the  inquiry  into  their  vaUdity  can  be 
best  conducted  by  considering  them  separately. 

The  first  is  that  which  is  derived  from  moneys  received  by  her 
husband  from  various  sales  of  property  belonging  to  her  fiither's  sue* 
cession,  and  the  whole  amount  on  this  head  seems  to  have  been  paid 
away  in  discharging  the  debts  due  by  the  succession,  excepting  the 
sum  of  2667  dollars. 

The  second  arises  from  the  proceeds  of  crops  made  on  the  para* 
phemal  property  of  the  plaintifil  This  claim  has  been  contested  by 
the  defendant,  solely  on  the  ground,  that  the  moneys  were  received 
by  the  husband  since  the  passage  of  the  Civil  Code,  and  that  accord* 
ing  to  its  provisions,  he  was  only  responsible  for  sudi  portions  of  the 
fruits  as  remained  unconsumed  at  the  dissolution  of  the  marriage.-— 
Civil  Code,  334,  art.  60.    ' 

Whether  this  argument  be  correct  in  relation  to  marriages  con* 
tracted  before  the  passage  of  the  Code,  we  need  not  stop  to  inquire, 
being  of  opinion,  that  by  the  law,  as  it  stood  previously,  no  right 
existed  on  the  part  of  the  wife  to  claim  a  ptiortgage  on  her  husbaikl't 
estate  for  the  fruits  of  her  paraphernal  property,  whkh  he  had 
received  and  consumed. 

It  is  true,  Febrero^  in  the  passage  cited  and  relied  on  by  the  coim* 
sel  for  plaintiff,  does  state,  <<  that  the  husband  has  dominion  over  the 
paraphernal  effects  of^his  wife,  and  that  the  fruits  belong  to  him,  if 
ehe  deliver  them  to  him  with  that  intention,  and  not  otherwise. — 
Petri.  1,  cap,  2,  sect.  1,  no.  1 1. 

But  it  does  not  follow,  that  if  she  does  not  deliver  them  with  that 
intention,  that  he  is  responsible  for  them,  as  making  a  part  of  her  pro* 
perty.  On  the  contrary,  the  same  writer  expressly  states  in  subse- 
quent parts  of  his  work,  that  the  fruits  of  the  paraphernal  estate,  whe* 
ther  delivered  by  the  wife  to  the  husband  or  not,  enter  into  the  com* 
munity  of  acquests  and  gains,  and  belong  to  both  in  equal  portions. 
In  this  assertion,  he  is  clearly  supported  by  the  3d  law  of  the  4th 
title  of  the  16th  book  of  the  Nomsima  Recop.  FebrerOyp.  2,  lib.  I, 
cap.  3,  aeei.  1,  no.  57;  Ibid.  cap.  5,  sect.  5,  no.  39. 

Now  in  this  case,  there  were  no  gains;  if  there  were,  the  plaintiff 
has  renounced  the  community  in  them:  and  if  she  had  not,  no  claim 
arising  from  them  would  give  a  mortgage  on  her  husband's  estate. 
.    She  contends,  however,  that  the  proceeds  of  the  crop  came  into 
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the  bands  of  her  husband,  as  testamentary  e J:eeator  of  faer  fttber,  and 
that  he  was  acting  in  that  capacity,  and  not  in  her  right,  wfa«i  these 
fruits  were  made  on  the  plantation.  The  facts,  as  they  appear  ia 
evidence,  do  not  support  this  position,  for  the  book  of  aocoanis  shows, 
that  none  of  the  crops  after  the  year  1809,  is  carried  to  the  credit  of 
the  estate  of  the  late  J.  B.  Macarty.  That  in  that  year,  Lannsse  and 
B.  Macarty  parchased  out  the  other  heir's  right  in  the  pltmtation,  and 
after  that  time  carried  it  on,  on  their  joint  account,  and  in  their  indi- 
Tidnal  capacity. 

But  supposing  the  platntiflf  not  to  have  given  his  consent  to  the 
change  which  the  executors  seem  to  have  made  in  the  capacity  ia 
which  they  held  the  property;  that  the  proceeds  of  the  crcqps  must  be 
considered  as  having  come  into  her  husband's  hands  as  testamentary 
executor)  and  that  he  never  rendered  any  account  of  them  in  bis 
tHMose:  then  the  consequence  is,  that  at  his  decease,  he  owed  as 
testaroentarv  executor;  and  for  debts  due  in  that  character,  it  is  not 
understood  by  the  court  that  any  mortgage  existed  on  his  estate. 

The' third  and  most  important  item  in  the  account  is  that  founded 
on  the  receipt  by  the  husbiuid  of  the  price  of  the  plantation,  of  which 
the  plaintiff  was  one4hird  owner,  sold  in  the  year  1818.  But  no 
part  of  that  price  appears  to  have  come  into  his  hands  previous  to  the 
alienatioD  to  Soubercase  in  the  year  1816,  under  whom  the  defendant 
daims,  except  a  house  and  lot  received  in  payment  at  85,000  dc41ar& 
For  two4hirds  of  this  sum,  viz:  16,666  dollars  and  66  cents,  she  had  a 
mortgage  on  the  property  then  owned  by  her  hurtHmd,  and  onr  next 
tequiry  is,  does  it  still  remain  in  force?  Ttw  defmidant  insists  itdoes 
not:  1.  because  it  has  not  been  duly  recorded:  and  2.  because  k  has 
been  paid. 

The  first  objection  we  think  imsupported.  Her  mortgage  was  a 
tacit  one  and  could  not  be  recorded.  It  does  not  appear  Siatany  act 
ever  passed  between  the  plaintiff  and  her  husband  in  relation  to  her 
paraphernal  effects,  which  it  was  necessary  for  her  to  record.  The 
Dill  of  sale  by  which  she  and  her  husband  s^d  property  to  a  third 

Erson,  in  which  they  had  a  joint  interest  and  in  wh^  they  acknowf 
Iged  a  receipt  of  part  of  the  price,  did  not  necessarily  prove  it,  and 
the  reading  it  would  not  have  given  notice  to  the  world  of  the  lien. 
The  instrument  indeed  was  recorded  for  the  purpose  of  assuring  the 
mortgage  of  the  vendors  on  the  property  sold,  and  in  that  light  alone 
w^onld  it  have  been  understood  by  those  who  read  it — The  objection 
that  the  wife  ought  to  have  made  it  more  explicit,  proves  too  rnuch^ 
for  by  the  same  reasoning  she  would  in  all  cases  lose  her  tacit  mort«> 
gage  unless  slie  made  an  explicit  act,  and  had  it  i^ecorded.  But  this 
is  contrary  to  the  meaning  of  the  statute,  the  reason  of  the  thing,  and 
the  settled  jurisprudence  of  this  court  S  N.  S,  239;  Ibid.  229;  4  N.& 
479. 

The  great  question  is,  whether  this  debt,  and  the  other  for  wincb 
the  plaintiff  had  a  lien,  have  been  paid? 

It  appears  that  ance  the  foilure  of  the  husband,  die  has  received 
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29fi$0  dollars,  and  this  sum  would  certainly  extinguish  her  claim  on 
that  propetty  if  nothing  more  had  been  due  to  her. 

But  subsequent  to  the  alienation  of  the  house  and  lot  of  which  the 
defendant  is  the  possessor  other  sums  of  money  came  into  the  hands 
of  the  husband  amounting  to  52^500  dollars. 

The  defendant,  however  contends,  that  the  payment  must  be  impu- 
ted to  the  most  ancient  debt,  which  was  that  due  for  the  house  and 
lot,  and  for  the  moneys  received  out  of  the  father's  succession. 

If,  in  making  the  imputation  of  payment,  the  debt  first  contracted 
was  to  be  considered  as  the  most  ancient,  this  position  would  be  cor- 
rect, but  it  is  no]t  the  period  of  contracting,  but  the  time  when  the 
4ebt  f^Us  due,  (hat  is  to  be  considered  in  ascertaining  the  antiquity  of 
the  demand.   Toullier^  vol  3,  liv.  3,  (ii.  8,  cap.  5,  no.  184. 

Now  in  the  case  before  us,  all  the  debts  fell  due  at  the  Bame  time, 
viz.  on  the  failure  of  Lianusse,  conaequentiy  4he  imputa;tioin  musit  he 
made  qn  all. 

There  was  owing  to  the  plaintifr  at  the  time  of  the  failure,  26B7 
dollars,  the  balance  of  the  amount  received  out  of  her  fsither^s  succes- 
sion: and  16,6j66  dollars,  the  price  of  the  house  received  by  Lanusse 
for  which  she  had  a  mortgage  on  the  property  in  the  defendant's 
possession,  lliese  two  sums  make  19,933  dollars,  which,  added  to 
the  59,500  dollars  paid  afterwards,  make  71,833  dollars.  The  pay- 
ment by  the  syndics  was  29,060  dollars.  This  imputed  to  the  ie^tB 
in  proportion  to  their  amount  requires  us  to  deduct  7821  dollars,  from 
the  mortgage  cjaim,  and  consequently  le^^es  a  balance  of  11,512 
dollars,  which  the  defendant  must  pay,  or  surrender  the  property  in 
bis  pomession  that  it  may  be  sold. 

Various  other  questions  were  raised  on  the  argument  at  bar,  and 
in  the  briefs  since  submitted  to  the  court.  They  have  been  attentively 
considered,  but  it  is  deemed  unnecessary  to  go  into  them  in  dejtail, 
and  give  the  reasons  why  they  cannot  affect  the  opinion  just  ex- 


There  is,  however,  one  point  which  requires  particular  considera- 
tion. The  defendant  contends  that  the  mortgage  cannot  be  enforced 
on  the  improvements  which  he  has  made  on  the  lot  since  it  came  into 
his  possession. 

The  objection  is  founded  on  the  48th  article  of  the  old  Civil  Code, 
page  462,  which  states  that  the  third  possessor,  <^can  only  claim  his 
expenses  and  improvements  to  the  amount  of  the  increased  value 
which  b  the  result  of  the  improvements  made." 

There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  soundness  of  this  objection;  nor  that 
the  improvements  are  to  be  considered  in  relation  to  the  increased 
value  they  give  the  property  at  the  time  of  sale,  not  to  the  price  they 
or  the  lot  may  have  cost  The  only  difficulty  is  how  thb  value  is  to 
be  ascertained? 

As  it  is  impossible  to  separate  them,  and  sell  each,  we  think  the 
best  mode  is  that  after  the  sale,  experts  should  be  appointed,  or  any 
odier  proof  resorted  to  by  which  their  respective  value  can  be  ascer- 
YoL.  111.-65 
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tained.  And  that  once  known,  that  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  should 
receive  out  of  the  proceeds  their  proportions;  that  is  to  say,  the  first, 
the  value  which  the  lot  bore  in  relation  to  the  product  of  the  sale;  and 
the  second,  the  value  of  the  improvements  considered  in  that  same 
way;  the  rents  of  the  property,  according  to  the  proportion,  which 
each  hold  in  it,  since  the  date  of  the  notification  of  the  seizure,  to  be 
added  to  the  plaintiff's  share,  and  deducted  from  the  defendant's. 
Civil  Code,  462,  art.  49. 

The  only  question  which  remains  is  in  relation  to  the  action  of 
warranty  of  the  defendant  against  the  heir  of  Soubercase.  It  is  fully 
made  out,  and  as  there  is  no  proof  as  to  the  present  value  of  the  pro- 
perty, judgment  must  be  given  against  the  latter  for  the  price  at 
which  it  was  sold,  viz.  8000  dollars. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adiudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  proceed- 
ing to  give  such  judgment  as  in  our  opinion  ought  to  have  be^i 
given  in  the  court  below,  it  is  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that, 
unless  the  defendant  within  three  days  from  the  notification  of  this 
judgment  pay  to  the  plaintiff  the  sum  of  eleven  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  twelve  dollars,  with  costs,  that  the  premises  mention^  in 
the  petition  be  seized  and  sold  to  satisfv  the  said  sum,  with  costs  in 
both  courts.  But  it  is  further  ordered  that  the  sheriff,  on  receiv- 
the  proceeds  of  said  sale  shall  not  pay  them  over  to  the  plain- 
but  that  he  shall  bring  them  into  court,  to  be  paid  to  the 
plaintiff  and  defendant,  as  the  said  court  may  direct;  on  proof  being 
made  to  it,  how  much  of  the  proceeds  of  said  sale  arises  firom  the  lot 
independent  of  the  improvements  placed  in  it  by  the  defendant 
And  it  it  is  further  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  defendant 
do  recover  of  the  heir  of  Soubercase,  the  sum  of  eight  thousand  dol- 
lars, with  costs  occasioned  by  the  action  in  warranty. 

Mareau  and  CuvilUerj  for  the  plaintiff. 

Seghers  and  Morphy^  for  the  defendant 
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Macarty  t>.  Fanchon  f.  w.  c.  et  al.     VI,  N.  S.  1  Iff. 

FIRST  District. 

Same  case  as  preceding. 

Judgment  cannot  be  gi^en  against  the  vendor  cited  in  warranty 
when  the  evidence  does  not  show  the  price  paid,  nor  the  value  of 
the  land,  independent  of  the  improvements. 


Martel  et  al.  v.  Tureaud's  Succession.    VI,  N.  S.  118. 

When  the  endoreer  of  a  note  it  preient,  and  it  a  party  to  an  initniment,  by  reasoa  of 
which  tbo  note  waa  given  which  he  endonee,  he  cannot  claim  the  protection  of  the 
lex  mercaioria. 

An  act  paised  in  a  pariah  jadge's  office  doee  not  reqoire  any  farther  regietiy  to  girt  a 
mortgage. 

COURT  of  Probates,  Parish  of  St.  James. 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

In  this  case  the  opposing  creditors  claim  a  mortgage  and  privilege 
on  six  arpens  of  land,  fronting  on  the  Mississippi,  having  Uie  or£- 
nary  depth  of  forty,  and  ten  slaves,  &c. 

For  this  mortgage  and  privilege  they  rely  on  certain  acts  passed 
in  notarial  form,  copies  of  which  appear  in  the  record.  The  judge 
of  probates  decided  against  these  privileges,  and  from  that  decision 
they  appealed. 

The  notarial  acts,  as  exhibited  in  the  record,  establish  the  following 
facts.  In  the  year  1821,  one  Vitan  sold  the  land  and  slaves  above 
mentioned  to  Rey,  retaining  in  the  act  of  sale  a  mortgage  and  privi- 
lege of  vendor.  In  the  following  year,  the  vendor  sold  and  transferred 
to  Tureaud  all  the  right  which  he  had  acquired  from  Vitan  to  the 
property,  burthened  with  the  mortgage  and  privilege  aforesaid;  under 
the  consent  of  the  original  vendor,  to  whom  the  second  purchaser 
undertook  to  pay  the  price. 
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In  the  year  1883,  Vitan  being  indebted  to  Martel,  and  Hulin,  the 
husband  of  the  opponent  Joly^gave  to  them  negotiable  notes,  en- 
dorsed by  Tureaud,  payable  at  specified  periods,  for  the  amount  which 
he  thus  owed  to  them;  and  to  secure  the  payment  of  said  notes  trans- 
ferred to  the  creditors  by  notarial  acts,  a  part  of  his  mortgage  and 
privilege  on  the  land  and  slaves,  which  had  been  sold  and  transferred 
m  the  manner  above  stated,  to  the  endorser,  who  was  present,  and 
became  a  party  to  the  acts  by  which  the  transfer  of  mortgage  and 
privilege  took  place,  and  thence  promised  and  assumed  to  pay  said 
notes  which  he  had  endorsed,  and  which  are  paraphed  ne  varieter. 
One  of  these  notes,  secured  by  the  transfer  of  mortgage  and  privilege 
to  Hulin,  came  by  regular  endorsement  into  the  hands  of  Abat,  who 
brought  suit  on  it,  and  obtained  judgment  for  the  amount,  accom- 
panied by  a  decree  justifying  bis  right  of  privilege;  which  judgment 
was  recorded  according  to  law;  and  in  consequence  thereof  he  is  placed 
on  the  tableau,  as  mortgagee  creditor  having  a  general  mortgage 
but  without  any  privilege  resulting  from  the  act  of  transfer  made  by 
Vitan,  and  the  other  two  opponents  as  mere  chirographary  creditors. 

The  claims  of  all  these  persons  are  objected  to  in  totOy  in  conse- 
quence of  alleg^  default  of  notice  to  the  endorser.  As  to  the  note 
on  which  judgment  was  obtained  against  him  during  his  lifetime, 
this  objection  could  surely  have  no  place,  unless  on  suggestion  of 
fraud,  which  is  not  made.  It  is,  however,  without  foundation,  in  our 
opinion,  in  relation  to  all  the  claims. 

It  is  true,  that  endorsers,  according  to  the  rules  of  commeicial  law, 
ftre  not  liable  to  pay  note^  or  bills  of  exchange,  unless  under  certain 
formalities  in  pursuing  them;  amongst  which,  demand  of  payment 
from  the  maker,  and  notice  of  refusal,  are  essential.  But  the  notes 
in  the  present  case  ought  not  to  be  subjected  to  the  ordinary  rules  of 
commercial  transactions.  The  endorser  was  present,  and  a  party  to 
the  act  made  at  the  same  time  with  them,  by  which  the  transfer  of 
mortgage  and  privilege  for  security  of  payment  was  made;  and  in 
that  act  he  expressly  agreed  to  pay  the  amount  for  which  they  were 
drawn. 

The  nejrt  objection  of  the  privilege  claimed,  is  based  on  the  want 
of  registry  of  the  note  and  acts  under  which  the  claims  are  made. 
iPhe  act  of  the  territorial  legislature  of  ISIO,  which  provides  for  the 
registry  of  mortgages  in  the  offices  of  the  parish  judges  of  the  state, 
does  not  point  out  any  particular  manner  in  which  they  must  be  record- 
ed. The  second  section  of  that  law  seems  to  require  that  they  should 
be  fully  transcribed  and  placed  in  numerical  order;  it  classes  them  with 
notarial  acts;  and  among  them  inquirers  would  consequently  examine. 
Any  deed  passed  before  a  parish  judge  in  his  capacity  as  notary,  re- 
lating to  property  within  the  limits  of  his  parish,  and  containing  a 
clause  of  hypothecation,  and  where  entered  at  large  on  his  notarial 
books  of  record,  will  answer  all  intendments  of  the  law,  without  any 
transposition  by  further  inscription.  Acts  transmitted  from  a  diffe- 
rent parish,  which  are  hypothecary,  will  be  transcribed  into  the  same 
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class  of  books,  for  recording  in  numerical  order.  The  mortgage  and 
privilege  claimed  by  the  appellants  in  the  present  case,  result  from 
the  original  sale  of  the  property  from  Vitan  to  Ory,  in  which  they 
were  expressly  retained  by  the  seller.  That  sale  was  made  by  a 
notarial  act,  passed  before  the  judge  of  the  parish  in  which  the  pro- 
perty was  situated,  and  remains  on  record  in  the  archives  of  the  place. 
When  the  judge  became  a  party  to  acts  by  which  he  acquired  an 
interest  in  the  property,  and  by  which,  with  his  consent,  the  first  sel- 
ler transferred  his  right  of  mortgage  and  privilege  to  the  appellants, 
they  were  passed  before  justices  of  the  peace  and  witnesses,  and  af- 
terwards duly  enregistered  in  the  offices  of  the  parish  judge  on  the 
notarial  side  of  that  office. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  these  acts  have  been  made  and  recorded 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  maintain  the  lien  and  privilege  on  the  property 
sold,  to  secure  payment  of  the  price,  and  that  they  have  been  legally 
transferred  to  the  opponents  in  the  present  case. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  court  of  probates  be  avoided,  annulled  and  reversed,  so  far  aa 
it  affects  the  claims  of  the  appellant:  and  it  is  further  ordered,  ad- 
judged and  decreed,  that  the  cause  be  remanded  to  said  court,  with 
instructions  to  place  them  on  the  tableau,  as  mortgagee  and  privileged 
creditors  on  the  land  and  negroes  sold  by  Vitan  to  Ory,  and  from  turn 
transferred  to  Tureaud,  since  deceased:  and  it  is  further  ordered,  that 
the  appellee  pay  costs  in  both  courts. 

Seghersy  for  the  plaintiflb. 

Moreauy  for  the  defendants. 


Bradford  v.  SkUlman.    VI,  N.  S.  123. 

THIRD  District. 

The  surety  on  a  twelve  months'  bond  cannot  be  dischar^  from 
responsibility  on  the  ground  that  the  law  is  unconstitutional,  m  virtue 
of  which  the  bond  was  given. 

The  debt  was  created  since  the  passage  of  the  law.  The  plaintiff 
willingly  became  the  bondsman  of  a  willing  purchaser,  and  executed 
a  bond,  in  the  nature  of  a  recognisance,  on  which  he  knew  execution 
would  issue  de  piano.  It  appears  to  us  he  cannot  complain;  volenti 
non  fit  iiyuria. 

65* 
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Pirtipitielk  v.  Lanusse's  Syndics.    VI,  N.  S.  124. 

Wbea  damtfM  mre  cUimed  iroin  lyodici  for  malfeannce,  loit  oQght  to  be  broofht 
•gainit  them  in  their  individiul  eapecit/. 

FIRST  District 

Matabws,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

This  case,  after  having  been  at  rest  from  the  third  of  July,  1823, 
to  the  sixth  of  January,  1826,  was  on  the  latter  day  disturbed  by  a 
Inotion  of  Mt.  Seghers,  counsellor  for  Pimpinella,  alleging  him  to  be 
a  creditor  of  the  estate  of  the  insolvent,  who  obtained  an  order  from 
the  court  below,  against  the  syndics,  to  file  a  tableau  of  distribution. 
Since  the  matter  has  been  thus  revived,  proceedings  have  cumulated 
in  the  case,  so  as  to  swell  the  record  to  a  very  considerable  size; 
other  parties  intervened  calling  on  the  syndics  for  payment  of  their 
claitns.  The  first  syndics  were  permitted  to  resign  their  oflBce,  and 
new  ones  were  appointed  to  their  place;  who,  so  soon  as  they  #ere 
installed,  began  to  complain  of  every  thing  which  had  been  done  by 
their  predecessors. 

The  claims  of  all  were  settled  by  a  judgment  of  the  district  court, 
in  favor  of  the  first  syndics,  from  which  their  opponents  appealed. 

The  cause  has  been  argued  much  at  length  before  this  court,  and 
many  points  made  on  all  sides,  which,  we  deem  it  useless  to  exa- 
mine; being  of  opinion  that  the  greater  part  if  not  all  of  them  have 
been  settled  over  since  the  24th  of  May,  1823,  bv  a  judgment  of  the 
court  below  which  confirmed  a  tableau,  amendea  on  that  day,  which 
had  been  filed  on  the  29th  of  the  month  preceding.  This  judgment 
has  not  been  appealed  from,  and  is  now  res  judicata  as  to  all  mat- 
ters contested. 

It  is  true,  that  the  syndics  who  formerly  had  the  management  of  the 
insolvent's  estate  received  and  paid  out  funds  belonging  to  it,  sinoe 
that  period;  but  nothing  was  ever  done  by  them  except  under  orders, 
or  by  commission  of  a  cotnpeient  tribunal;  and  in  relation  to  these 
matters;  they  are  legally  discharged  from  i\\  responsibility  in  their 
capacity  as  syndics. 

.  It  is  contended,  however,  on  the  part  of  the  leading  opponent  in 
the  case  as  it  now  stands  before  this  court,  that  money  having  been 
deceived  by  agents  of  the  late  syndics,  they  mtist  account  for  it  to  the 
dreditot^  of  thd  estate.  So  far  as  it  appears  that  any  suibs  have  come 
into  their  hands,  they  have  accounted  for  them  satisfactorily;  If 
tlieir  conduct  has  been  such  in  the  appointment  of  agents,  aa  may  fix 
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oil  them  gross  negligence,  or  palpable  mismanagement  of  the  affairs 
of  the  estate  intrusted  to  their  car6,  to  the  injury  of  the  creditors,  it  ii 
believed  they  ought  to  be  pursued  in  their  individual  capacity,  as  for 
damages,  and  not  in  the  present  mode. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
df  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Seghers  and  GrymeSy  for  the  plaintiff. 

Derbigny  and  Moreau,  for  the  defendants. 


Ditto  t>.  Barton.     VI,  N.  S.  127. 

A  certificate  of  the  clerk  that  the  record  containt  a  true  and  complete  transcript  of  all 
the  proceedings  had,  and  of  all  the  documents  on  file  in  the  suit,  does  not  enable  the 
court  to  examine  the  case  on  its  merits. 

When  a  note  is  annexed  to  and  made  a  part  of  the  petition,  there  can  be  no  variance 
between  the  allegata  et  probata* 

THIRD  District 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  tlie  court 

This  is  an  action  on  two  promissory  notes:  there  was  judgment 
against  the  defendant  in  the  court  of  the  first  instance,  and  he  has 
appealed. 

The  two  points  made  by  him  ih  this  eoutt,  ate: 

1.  That  one  of  the  notes  was  stated  in  the  petition  to  be  made  on 
the  5th  of  April,  1823;  and  that  which  was  offered  in  evidence  was 
on  the  5th  of  April,  1822. 

2.  That  one  of  the  notes  recovered  on,  was  endorsed  over,  and  no 
evidence  was  given  of  a  retransfer. 

The  second  objection  cannot  be  noticed,  for  none  of  the  evidence 
given  on  the  trial  comes  up.  The  record  is  not  certified  in  such  a 
way  as  will  enable  us  to  look  into  the  merits.  The  clerk  states  that 
the  foregoing  ten  pages  contain  a  true  and  complete  transcript  of  all 
the*  proceedings  had,  and  of  all  the  documents  on  file  in  the  suit. 
This  may  be  true,  and  yet  the  record  not  contain  the  evidence  given 
on  the  trial,  for  if  it  was  not  taken  down,  it  could  not  be  on  file;  and 
the  fact  of  its  not  being  reduced  to  writih£  made  no  part  of  the  pro- 
ceedings. It  is  clear  from  other  parts  of  the  record,  that  evidence 
was  given,  and  it  is  also  to  be  presumed  firom  the  verdict  of  the  jury. 
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The  Code  of  Practice  requires  the  clerk  to  certify,  that  the  record 
contains  the  evidence  adduoed.  Code  of  Practice,  586,  602,  603, 
896. 

The  first  objection,  however,  is  properly  brought  before  us  by  a  bill 
of  exceptions,  but  we  think  it  untenable.  The  note  on  which  suit 
was  brought,  was  annexed  to,  and  made  by  express  declaration,  a 
part  of  the  petition.  So  that  there  was  not,  nor  could  there  be  any 
variance  between  the  allegation,  and  the  proof  The  erroneous  de- 
scription given  by  the  plaintiff  in  copying  the  note,  was  corrected  by 
the  note  itself.  There  could  not  have  b^n  any  surprise,  and  the  ret 
judicata  may  be  well  pleaded  to  another  action  on  this  allegation. 
When  both  these  objects  are  attained  by  the  proceedings,  the  defend- 
ant can  have  no  just  cause  of  complaint 

We  do  not  think  this  is  a  case  in  which  damages  diiould  be  allowed 
for  a  frivolous  appeal,  and  it  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and 
decreed,  that  the  judgment  of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with 
costs. 

fVatU  and  Lobdtll,  for  the  plaintiff. 


Bonnet  tt  al.  v.  Ramsay.    YI,  N.  S.  139. 

FIRST  District 

Prescription  is  not  interrupted  by  filing  the  petition,  but  by  its 
service.    See  Civil  Code,  p.  474,  art  59. 
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Louisiana  Insurance  Company  v.  Campbell. 
VI,  N.  S.  131. 

Jadgment  of  homologation  regolarl/  obtained,  has  the  authority  of  the  thing  judged 
against  all  the  creditora  who  were  placed  on  the  bilan. 

FIRST  District 

PoBTiky  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  tbe  court. 

This  case  comes  up  from  an  interlocutory  decree  of  tbe  first 
instance,  setting  aside  an  order  of  arrest,  which  had  been  granted 
against  the  defendant 

The  facts  appear  as  follows:  The  defendant  applied  on  behalf  of 
the  firm  of  which  he  was  a  member,  for  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent 
laws,  and  a  meeting  of  their  creditors  was  ordered  at  a  notary's  office. 
They  attended,  accepted  the  cession,  and  voted  for  syndics.  Before 
the  proceedings  were  closed,  one  of  the  creditors  made  the  following 
proposition:  <<  James  M.  Reynolds  agrees  to  endorse  the  notes  of 
William  R.  Campbell,  (the  insolvent,)  at  six,  nine  and  twelve  months^, 
to  be  given  to  the  respective  creditors  of  Chalmers  &  Campbell,  in 
the  proportion  of  forty  per  centum,  in  lieu  of  their  respective  claims 
approved  on  the  following  conditions: 

"  The  creditors  to  accept  the  surrender  of  the  property  and  efiiects 
of  Chalmers  &  Campbell,  as  already  tendered  to  them,  to  transfer  their 
right  in  the  said  surrender,  as  also  their  respective  claims,  to  the  said 
James  M.  Reynolds;  and  to  grant  a  full  discharge  of  their  said  debts 
to  William  R.  Campbell,  in  consideration  of  receiving  said  notes. 
This  proposition  shall  be  binding  on  James  M.  Reynolds,  only  so 
soon  as  the  consent,  in  writing,  of  all  the  creditors  shall  have  been 
obtained,  and  not  otherwise." 

The  creditors  who  had  appeared  before  the  notary  accepted  the 

E reposition  by  an  instrument  in  writing,  in  which,  after  acknow- 
edging  to  have  received  the  notes  of  Campbell,  endorsed  by  Rev- 
nolds,  they  declare  that  in  consideration  thereof,  ^^  they  assign  to  the 
said  James  M.  Reynolds  all  their  rights  to  the  property  surrendered 
by  the  said  William  R.  Campbell  and  all  right  of  action  against 
Chalmers  &  Campbell;  they  granting  to  the  said  William  R.  Campbell 
a  full  and  complete  release  as  to  them,  the  said  creditors,  and  hereby 
appointing  and  constituting  the  said  James  M.  Re3molds  and  William 
R.  Campbell  their  attorneys  irrevocable,  giving,  and  hereby  granting 
unto  the  said  James  M .  Reynolds  and  William  R.  Campbell,  jointly, 
and  to  each  of  them  separately,  all  the  flill  power  of  these  appearers 
to  sell  and  dispose  of  the  property  surrendened  as  aforesaid,  either  by 
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public  auction,  or  private  contract,  and  collect  aU  the  debts  doe  to  the 
said  Chalmers  &  Campbell,  for  the  use  of  the  said  James  M.  Rey- 
nolds,'' &C. 

On  these  facts,  the  judge  a  quo  was  of  opinion  that  the  debtor 
having  made  a  tender  of  his  property  and  the  creditors  having  accept- 
ed it,  that  he  should  be  freed  from  arrest  at  the  suit  of  the  present 
plaintifl^;  'that  if  the  creditors  chose  to  manage  the  property  them- 
selves, instead  of  appointing  syndics  to  do  it  for  them,  it  was  not  the 
fiiult  of  the  insolvent;  that  he  did  all  that  was  incumbent  on  him  to 
do,  ))y  tendering  the  property,  and  that  whether  the  plaintiff  are 
bound  by  the  transfer  to  Rejrnolds,  is  no  concern  of  the  defendant 

This  cause  is  now  before  us  on  a  rehearing.  ,When  it  was  first 
decided*  we  were  of  opinion  that  the  proceedings  were  not  binding 
on  the  plaintiffs  as  it  did  not  appear  that  they  were  returned  into 
court  and  homologated.  Evidence  which  was  not  placed  before  us 
at  first,  has  now  been  produced,  which  shows  that  the  process  verbal 
of  what  took  place  before  the  notary  was  returned  into  the  district 
court,  and  that  no  opposition  was  nuule  to  the  confirmaticm  of  what 
had  been  there  agreed  on.  This  circumstance  in  our  opinicm  pre- 
cludes the  plaintiffs  who  were  put  on  the  bilan  and  were  parties  to 
that  suit  from  contesting  the  regularity  of  their  proceedings.  The 
judgment  of  homologation  is  conclusive  on  them  so  long  as  it  stands 
unreversed. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Orymesj  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Liver more^  for  the  defendant 


Livermore  v.  Morgan's  Syndics.    VI,  N.  S.  134. 


An  ftgent  cannot,  on  pretence  of  explaining  a  fbrmor  deed  paeaed  bj  him,  conTey  bj  a 
aeoond  inatrument,  propertj  not  contemplated  at  the  time  of  the  aale. 

He  may,  by  a  anbaequent  deed,  correct  verbal  errora  in  the  first:  whether  the  error  in  the 
first  were  verbal  merely,  it  should  be  left  to  the  jary  to  jndfe. 

FIRST  District 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 
This  is  an  action  against  the  defendant  for  setting  up  a  title  to  a  lot 
of  ground  in  the  parish  of  New  Orleans,  of  which^  the  plaintiff  avers 
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he  is  the  owner.    There  was  judgment  in  his  favor  in  the  court 
below,  and  the  defendants  appealed. 

Several  bills  of  exceptions  were  taken  on  the  trial  by  the  defendant: 
we  pass  over  the  first  and  second  without  further  observation,  than 
that  in  our  opinion  the  judge  below  decided  the  points  presented  by 
them  correctly.  The  main  question  in  the  cause,  as  it  now  stands 
before  us,  is  on  the  third  exception  taken  to  the  decision  of  the  court, 
CD  evidence  offered  by  the  defendant  in  support  of  his  title. 

He  first  produced  a  deed  of  sale,  executed  by  the  attorney  in  fact 
of  the  person  under  whom  he  claims  the  premises  in  dispute.  In 
this  sale,  the  description  given  of  the  property  limits  it  to  certain 
streets  therein  named,  and  does  not  carry  the  boundaries  to  the  Mis-* 
sissippi.  Some  time  after,  the  defendant  obtained  from  the  agent 
who  had  sold  to  him,  a  declaration,  or  as  it  is  called,  a  supplemental 
act,  executed  before  a  notary,  in  which,  after  reciting  that  he  had 
sold  to  the  defendant  a  lot  as  described  in  the  act  of  sale,  and  that 
since  that  time  several  changes  had  taken  place  in  the  names  of  the 
streets,  and  the  distribution  of  the  adjacent  property,  he  declared  that 
to  avoid  difficulties  and  mistakes,  regarding  the  extent,  limits,  and 
boundaries  of  said  lot,  it  had  been  sold  and  conveyed  by  him  with 
the  same  extent  it  was  owned  by  the  person  who  had  sold  to  his 
principals,  namely,  with  sixty  feet  front  to  the  Mississippi. 

The  defendants  assign  as  a  reason  for  this  instrument,  that  which 
is  given  in  it:  the  wish  to  make  the  conveyance  clear  and  explicit. 
The  plaintiff  urges,  that  no  change  had  taken  place,  in  the  names  of 
the  streets,  nor  in  the  distribution  of  the  property;  that  the  whole 
was  an  after  thought:  an  attempt  to  carry  into  effect  by  indirect 
means  a  transfer  of  the  batture  lying  in  front  of  the  property  origin- 
ally conveyed.  And  he  further  contends  that  this  declaration  of  the 
agent  could  not  have  that  effect:  of  that  opinion  was  the  court  of  the 
first  instance. 

It  is  very  possible  the  plaintiff  may  be  correct  in  this  position,  but 
we  think  the  instrument  should  have  been  permitted  to  go  to  the  jury 
for  what  it  was  worth.  If  the  mistake  in  the  first  deed  was  merely 
verbal,  we  think  the  agent  of  the  principal  and  the  purchasers  might 
explain,  and  correct  it  by  a  subsequent  act,  though  they  could  not 
under  a  pretence  of  explaining  a  former  instrument,  convey  property 
not  contemplated  at  the  time  of  the  sale. — Whether  the  act  offered 
in  evidence  was  of  the  former  or  the  latter  description,  was  to  be 
judged  by  the  jury  after  it  had  been  read  to  them  in  evidence,  and 
compared  with  the  other  proof  given  in  the  cause. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  that  the  case 
be  remanded  for  a  new  trial,  with  directions  to  the  judge  not  to  reject 
the  instrument  of  writing  referred  to  in  the  bill  of  exceptions;  and  it 
is  further  ordered  and  decreed,  that  the  appellee  pay  the  costs  of  this 
appeal. 

LivermorCy  for  the  plaintiff. 

Etutia^  Orymes  and  HenneUy  for  the  defendants. 
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Peet  et  al.  v.  Morgan.*    VI,  N.  S.  137. 


An  acUoii  lies  tfaiiist  a  iberiff,  who  leizet  i^oods  other  than  those  of  the  defendant  in 
execation. 

A  plaiDtifFin  exeeotion  cannot  seixe  property  of  the  defendant  in  the  hands  of  third  per- 
sons, on  the  froand  that  the  sale  to  them  is  fVaaduIent. 

B«t  when  the  oon? eyaooe  is  sovt  9eimg  priti^  he  may  if  the  sale  was  antedated, 

Ko  man  osn  protect  himself  npon  a  trespass  by  ayerring  himself  agent  of  another,  unless 
that  ether  had  avtherHy  to  d«  the  act 

FIRST  DistricU 

JPoRTERy  J.,  delivered  the  opinioD  of  the  court. 

This  is  au  action  against  the  sheriff  of  the  Parish  of  New  Orleans, 
for  seizing  the  property  of  the  plaintiffs.  I'he  defence  is,  that  this 
goods  mentioned  in  the  petition  were  the  property  of  one  M'DeviU, 
against  whom  an  attachment  has  issued,  aqd  that  if  any  sale  of  them 
had  been  made  to  the  plaintiffi,  it  was  false,  fraudulent,  simulated 
and  collusive. 

On  this  head,  the  defendant  offered  testin^ony  to  estiMish  the  &ets 
^t  up  in  his  answer.  The  court  refused  to  receive  it,  and  be  excepted. 
This  rejection  of  his  evidence  was  followed  by  a  verdict  against  him, 
and  judgment  in  pursuance  thereto,  from  which  he  has  sqipealed. 

In  this  court  he  has  made  two  points:  First,  that  do  action  lies 
against  a  sheriff,  for  a  mistake  in  seizing  the  goods  of  a  persoo 
Other  than  the  defendant  in  execution;  and  secondly,  that  the  court 
erred  in  rejecting  the  testimony  offered,  to  prove  the  sale  was  mBSi* 
lated  and  fraudulent 

1.  The  only  reason  offered  for  this  doctrine  is,  that  by  the  laws 
of  Spain  various  provisions  existed,  by  which  the  party  whose  ^)ods 
were  seized  might  oppose  their  sale;  and  2.  that  the  plaintiff  under 
that  system  pointed  out  the  goods  that  were  to  be  seized;  consequently, 
that  he  alone  was  responsible. 

The  first  of  these  reasons  is  neither  incompatible  nor  inoonaisteat 
with  the  right  of  suing  also  for  damages.  The  seccmd  is  not  at  this 
day  the  law  in  Louisiana.  It  is  the  duty  of  a  sheriff  when  a  writ  is 
put  into  his  hands  to  go  and  execute  it,  whether  the  plaintiff  is  here 
or  not  to  point  out  the  property.  Such  is  the  necessary  consequence 
of  the  language  used  in  the  writ,  and  the  directions  of  tfie  statute.  It 
is  contended  the  officer  is  nothing  more  than  the  agent  of  the  plain- 

•  SeethiseaM,jMsC,p.^. 
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tifif:  admitting  be  is  not,  no  man  can  protect  himself  upon  a  trespass, 
by  averring  be  is  tbe  agent  of  anotber,  unless  tbe  person  wbora  be 
represents  bad  autbority  to  do  tbe  act  complained  of.  Even  if  tbe 
doctrine  for  wbicb  be  contends  were  tme,  be  bas  not  brought  him- 
self within  it,  for  be  bas  not  shown  that  be  was  directed  by  the 
plaintiff  in  attachment  to  seize  tbe  goods.  2  Martinis  Dig,  166, 
168  and  169. 

Tbe  second  point  presents  tbe  question,  whether  the  plaintiff  had 
a  right  to  seize  these  goods,  before  be  brought  an  action  to  set  aside 
the  sale.  It  bas  been  determined  in  a  variety  of  cases  decided  in  this 
court,  that  a  creditor  bad  not  a  right  on  an  allegation  of  fraud  to  treat 
the  alienation  made  by  his  debtor  as  null  and  void,  and  seize  at  once^ 
and  by  short  band,  tbe  property  conveyed  by  him.  Since  that  doc- 
trine has  been  recognised  by  this  tribunal,  there  have  been,  it  is  true, 
cases,  where  tbe  parties  have  chosen  to  put  their  respective  rights  at 
issue  in  an  action  brought  for  the  seizure,  and  the  court  bas  not  de- 
clined to  pass  on  them,  when  they  did  so.  Tbe  present  case,  however, 
presents  the  exception  on  tbe  part  of  the  vendee,  and  tbe  argument 
on  tbe  behalf  of  the  creditor  has  called  our  attention  particularly  to 
the  correctness  of  this  doctrine;  tbe  extent  to  which  it  may  be  car- 
ried; and  the  limitations  to  which  it  is  subject.  9  Mar  liny  648;  3 
N.  is.  338.    Babarin  v.  Descoutreaux.     Henry  v.  Hyde. 

Of  its  correctness  tbe  court  entertains  no  doubt.  It  is  clearly  sup- 
ported by  autbority,  and  it  is  sanctioned  by  reason  and  utility.  The 
principle  on  which  it  rests  is,  that  men  are  presumed  to  act  honestly, 
until  tbe  contrary  is  proved:  that  the  conveyances  alleged  to  be 
fraudulent  are /?rtmayaci>  correct  and  fair;  and  that  it  is  improper 
in  opposition  to  these  presumptions,  that  tbe  creditor  should  exercise 
rights  that  could  properly  belong  to  him,  only  in  case  the  acts  of  his 
debtor  were  null  and  of  no  effect.  Should  a  contrary  doctrine  pre- 
vail, in  many  instances  sales  which  were  alleged  to  be  fraudulent^ 
might  turn  out  to  be  bonafide^  and  the  purchaser  be  deprived  of  tbe 
use  and  enjoyment  of  property  wbicb  was  honestly  bis.  In  tbe  un- 
certainty wbicb  must  prevail  until  tbe  matter  undergoes  a  judicial 
investigation,  it  is  certainly  tbe  wisest  course,  and  the  one  most  con- 
ducive to  general  utility,  to  consider  the  thing  sold  as  belonging  to 
him,  in  whom  tbe  title  is  vested. 

But  in  tbe  application  of  these  principles,  it  will  be  readily  per- 
ceived, that  though  it  properly  governs  all  cases  where  the  convey- 
ance is  by  public  and  authentic  act,  its  utility  is  not  so  manifest 
when  the  alienation  is  by  a  private  instrument  Tbe  former  is  pre- 
sumed known  to  the  creditor.  Its  date  is  established,  and  he  acts,  in 
direct  violation  of  tbe  presumptions  wbicb  these  facts  create,  when 
he  treats  it  as  a  nullity,  and  proceeds  to  seize  the  property  conveyed 
by  it  In  the  latter  tbe  sale  is  unknown  to  him,  tbe  conveyance  is  of 
no  certain  date,  and  no  notice  is  given  that  a  transfer  bas  been  made 
of  the  property. 

If  the  date  of  the  conveyance  is  subsequent  to  the  seizure  by  tbe 
Vol.  III.— 66 
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creditor,  it  is  a  self  evident  proposition  that  it  cannot  be  objected  to 
bis  right  of  seizing,  that  he  did  not  bring  an  action  to  set  aside  the 
sale.  If  the  rules  of  law  recognise,  as  they  do,  no  date  to  an  act  saui 
seing  privtj  but  that  of  the  day  on  which  it  is  oppoeed  to  a  third 
partv  in  court,  then  the  proposition  is  equally  evident,  that  it  is  not  a 
gooa  defence  to  make  to  the  seizure,  that  suit  was  not  brought  to 
avoid  the  alienation.  In  both  instances  the  answer  is  conclusive,  that 
the  creditor  could  not,  by  an  action  previous  to  the  levy  made  imder 
execution,  set  aside  acts  which  were  not  made  until  after  the  levy 
took  place. 

But  if,  to  this  rule  of  law  in  relation  to  the  date  of  acts  mms  snng 
privij  the  party  claiming  the  goods  answers,  as  he  may,  that  he  can 
prove  by  circumstances  dehors  the  act  that  it  was  really  made  at  the 
time  it  purports  to  be  executed,  it  is  necessarily  open  to  the  creditor, 
to  rebut  that  proof,  by  other  testimony,  which  will  establish  that  it 
was  not 

That  evidence  the  plaintiff  was  under  the  necessity  of  producing 
here,  and  in  refusing  the  defendant  the  right  to  show  that  the  sale 
was  simulated,  that  is  made  at  a  date  different  from  that  which  it 
purported,  we  are  of  opinion  the  court  erred. 

The  onlv  case,  in  whidi  this  court  has  sustained  the  objectioD  to  a 
seizure  when  the  sale  was  made  by  act  sous  teing  priviy  is  the 
case  of  Richards  t;.  Nolan,  but  that  case  was  heard  ex  parity  and 
the  point  now  raised  was  not  presented  to  our  consideration.  ^  N.& 
336. 

Being,  therefore,  of  opinicm  that  the  court  below  erred  in  rqectiog 
the  evidence,  we  cannot  go  into  the  questions  made  by  the  appellee. 
They  will  be  proper  subjects  for  consideration  if  the  causa  sbeukd 
again  come  before  us  on  the  merits. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  Uie  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  and  it  is  foy^ 
ther  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  cause  be  remanded  to 
the  district  court  with  directions  to  the  judge  not  to  refuse  evidence 
which  will  show  the  date  at  which  the  sale  relied  on  by  the  plaintiff 
was  really  made.  And  it  is  further  ordered  that  the  appdiees  pay 
the  costs  of  this  appeal. 

Hennenj  for  the  plaintifb. 

Watts  and  Lobdeily  for  the  defendant 
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Hamilton  v.  Hamilton  et  al.    VI|  N.  S.  143. 

A  triflinif  variance,  between  the  expressiona  need  by  the  testator,  and  the  worda  written 
by  the  notary,  ia  not  IktaL 

The  clanie  declaratory  of  the  testator'a  sanity  ia  a  mere  formnla. 

The  notary  may  ask  of  the  tettator  in  what  manner  he  wishes  to  dispose  of  his  pro- 
perty. 

Sales  ofdeoe— od  pecsons*  estates  are  made  with  reference  to  the  inventory  and  appraise^ 


A  child  moat  coUate  the  vahie  of  the  hire  of  slaves  lent  to  hhn  by  his  filths,  to  einabk 

him  to  procure  others, 
^t  not  that  of  one  sent  to  attend  the  child  as  a  domestic 

COURT  of  Probates,  Parish  of  West  Feliciana. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  is  a  suit  for  the  partition  of  the  estate  of  the  late  J.  Hamilton^ 
iastitotad  by  his  widow  against  his  heirs. 

W»  S.  Hamilton,  a  son  by  a  first  marriage,  complains  of  the  ad- 
mission of  the  will  to  registry,  alleging  the  unsoundness  of  the  tes^ 
tator's  mind,  and  because  it  was  not  made  in  the  manner  required 
bylaw. 

We  do  not  think  the  judge  of  probates  erred  in  overruling  both 
these  objections. 

it  is  true,  the  testator  had,  for  several  years,  suffered  from  the  con^ 
sequences  of  an  apoplectic  attack,  which  terminated  in  palsy.  Yet 
the  testimony  shows  that  his  mental  faculties  were  not  so  affected  as 
to  disable  him  from  making  a  will.  The  principal  part  from  which 
^  opposite  conclusion  could  be  rationally  drawn,  is,  his  ruqning  to 
persons  near  him  for  information  of  the  name  of  some  of  his  children, 
and  his  apologising  for  this  circumstance,  by  saying  they  had  such 
long  names  that  by  going  over  them  he  had  got  confused.  The  re- 
coid  shews  he  had  six  children,>all  of  whom,  but  one,  had  more  than 
two  names,  and  one  of  them,  five,  being  called  John  Walsh  Andrew 
Jackson  Hamilton* 

On  the  second  ground,  it  is  urged  that  every  word  in  a  will  must 
be  dictated  by  the  testator  and  his  very  expressions  taken  down.  It 
is  next  shown  that  the  amanuensis  employed  to  write  the  will  had 
deposed  that  the  clause  declaratory  of  the  testator's  sanity  was  not 
dictated  by  him,  and  that  with  regard  to  another  part  of  the  will,  to 
the  question  whether  he  had  taken  down  the  very  words  of  the  tes^ 
tator,  the  amanuensis  answered,  that  the  testator  did  not  speak  word 
by  word  what  is  written,  but  being  asked  what  disposition  he  meant 
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to  make  of  his  property,  answered,  in  subotanoe,  in  the  manner  that 
is  written. 

We  consider  the  clause  declaratory  of  the  testator's  sanity,  as  a 
mere  formula,  like  the  words  ^  In  the  name  of  God,  Aman,''  not  es- 
sential to  the  will,  mere  words  of  form  with  which  notaries  are  in 
the  habit  of  prefacing  the  declaration  of  the  testator's  intentions. 

We  are  referred  to  5  TovUier^  350,  where  it  is  said  that  to  dictate 
is  to  pronounce,  word  by  word,  what  is  designed  to  be  written  by 
another.  Hence  he  concludes  that  a  will  cannot  be  made  by  signs 
or  interrogations. 

This  able  writer  does  not  say  what,  or  whether  any  variance  is 
fetal.  On  the  contrary,  from  the  examples  he  puts,  we  understand 
the  meaning  he  intends  to  convey  is,  that  the  testator  most  express 
his  intention  orally,  not  by  signs,  but  by  words;  and  that  these  words 
are  uttered  spontaneously,  and  not  upon  suggestion.  Had  the  pro- 
position he  meant  to  illustrate  been  that  contended  for  by  the  defen- 
dant, this  able  writer  would  not  have  referred  to  so  remote  an  ex- 
ample. 

W^  know  that  there  have  been  decisions  in  some  courts  of  France, 
requiring  the  utmost  precision  in  the  amanuensis;  but  we  are  unable 
to  adopt  this  doctrine  in  its  utmost  extent.  It  is  desirable  to  have, 
as  much  as  possible,  every  word  taken  down  from  the  testator's  mouth; 
but  we  cannot  adopt  the  unqualified  proposition,  that  the  sligfatsst 
variation  is  fatal,  as  for  examjple,  the  sul^tution  of  the  pronoun  which 
instead  of  that.    This  would  destroy  almost  every  will 

The  interrogations,  which  TouUier  means  toexclude»  are  the  direct 
or  indirect  ones,  relating  to  any  particular  article  of  property,  or  any 
particular  person,  as  the  object  of  the  testator's  benevotence:  not  ttie 
mterrogatories — What  are  your  intentions?  How  do  you  wish  to 
dispose  of  your  property?  which  are  only  notices  of  the  notary  or 
amanuensis  being  ready  to  write,  and  waiting  only  for  the  directions 
of  the  testator. 

The  court  of  probates  refused  to  allow  the  plaintiff  any  thing  on 
account  of  certain  bonds,  deeds  or  trust,  marriage  settlement,  or 
mortgages  executed  in  North  Carolina.  She  is  not  an  app^ant,  and 
her  counsel  in  this  court  has  not  prayed  for  the  revision  of  the  judg- 
ment in  this  regard. 

The  defendant,  W.  S.  Hamilton,  claims  from  the  estate  certain  sums 
of  money  alleged  to  have  been  received  by  the  deceased,  as  his  guar- 
dian. On  this  part  of  the  case,  we  think  justice  demands  that  it  be 
remanded  for  further  examination,  and  that  this  defendant  be  allowed 
to  procure  and  introduce  further  proof;  that  on  reeord,  efltablisfaing 
the  guardianship,  and  rendering  it  more  than  probable,  that  money 
was,  or  might  have  been,  received  by  the  deceased  in  his  capacity  ^ 
guardian;  and  it  would  be  impossible  for  us  to  act  on  this  part  of  the 
case,  without  running  the  risk  of  doing  material  injustice. 

His  claim  to  be  considered  as  a  joint  purchaser  mth  his  {JeUher,  of 
the  Hart's  estate,  we  think  was  property  disallowed;  the  record 
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establishing  that  arrangements  were  made  between  them,  totally 
inooQststent  with  a  joint  ownerriiip. 

With  equal  correctness  was  the  clause  for  reimbursement  of  money 
disbursed  on  iniprovements  on  the  part  of  the  estate  purchased  by- 
this  defendant  disallowed. 

Sales  of  the  estates  of  deoeased  persons  are  made  with  reference  to 
the  inventory  and  appraisement  that  necessarily  precede  them.  In 
the  present  case,  the  improvements,  not  having  been  made  by  the 
testator,  were  considered  justly  as  no  part  of  the  estate,  and  not  con- 
sidered at  all  in  the  appraisement.  All  the  immovable  property  was 
purchased  by  some  of  the  parties  to  the  present  suit^  who  being  so  to 
the  inventory  and  appraisement,  must  be  presumed  to  have  acted 
with  full  knowledge,  and  in  accordance  thereto,  and  there  was  no 
need  as  to  them,  of  a  declaration  of  the  sale  of  the  land  being  made 
without  reference  to  the  improvements. 

This  defendant,  who  was  before  the  sale  a  creditor,  for  these 
improvements,  became,  by  his  purchase,  the  debtor  of  them,  and  his 
demand  was  thus  extinguished  by  confusion. 

We  think  this  defendant  is  bound  to  collate  the  value  of  the  labor 
of  the  six  or  seven  slaves  which  were  sent  to  him  by  the  deceased  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  him,  by  the  use  of  them,  and  other  resources,, 
in  raising  a  sum  of  money,  to  be  employed  in  the  purchase  of  skves 
for  his  own  use.  Had  the  testator  given  the  negroes,  or  money  to 
purchase  them,  what  was  then  given  would  be  a  proper  object  of 
collation. 

The  case  is  different  with  regard  to  the  slave  Bristol,  who  was  sent 
to  wait  upon  the  defendant  The  bailment  was  a  precarious  one;  and 
the  OfMnfort  the  defendant  derive  from  the  attendance  of  this  slave  on 
him,  is  not  a  pvoper  object  of  collation.  Hiseo-hehrs,  who  remained 
ia  the  patomal  mani^n,  deriving,  likely,  an  equal  advantage  from 
tlie  serviee  of  the  servants  kept  there  for  the  comfort  of  thei  family. 

There  is  no  evidence  to  support  a  charge  against  this  defendant  for 
the  value  of  the  slaves  who  ran  away  from  North  Carolina. 

We  think  he  is  chargeable  for  the  Mv  value  of  the  use,  or  a  rent 
for  the  part  of  the  pnemises  he  occupied.  - 

It  is,  tbeteibre,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  so  much  of  the 
deeree  as  chcurges  the  defendant,  W.  J.  Hamilton,  with  the  hire  of  the 
negro  Bristol,  and  the  price  of  negroes  Jim  and  Chloe,  be  annulled, 
avoided  and  reversed;  and  the  claim  of  the  widow  and  other  heirs, 
against  him,  be  (fisalk>wed  and  rejected;  that  the  case  be  remanded 
to  tho'cewrt  of  probates,  With  directions  to  allow  a  sufficient  time  to* 
the  defendant  to  introduce  proof  ol  his  claim  against  the  estate  for  the 
balance  doe  by  the  deceased,  as  bl»  gnardian,  and  likewise,  to  receive- 
proof  of  the  alleged  surrender  of  the  particular  estate  on  which  the 
estate  in  remainder  of  the  mother  of  the  defendant'  depended,  in' 
order  to  ascertain  the  claim  of  the  deceased  to  the  profit  of  the  estate 
as  a  tenant  by  the  courtesy;  and  in  the  examination  of  the  evidence 
ta  be  so  produced,  to  settle  the  balance,  if  any,  due  by  the  deceased,' 

66* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


7M  SUPREME  COURT. 

(Haiallloa  9.  HubUImi  at  a!.! 

as  guardian  to  the  defendant,  and  his  cUum  for  the  rents  of  the  home 
in  New  York;  and  after  this,  to  proceed  to  the  final  partition  of  the 
estate,  in  the  manner  as  it  was  done  before,  modified  by  the  result  of  die 
settlement  of  the  guardian's  estate,  and  the  settlement  of  the  daim 
for  the  rents  of  the  aforesaid  house,  and  the  opinion  of  the  conrt  in 
the  present  decree,  the  costs  to  await  the  final  judgment 

fVaiU  and  Lobdell,  for  the  plaintiff! 

Smiihj  for  the  defendants. 


Flower  v.  Lane  d  aL    YI,  N«  S.  151. 

Th«  ptrtj  is  whom  tkwot  a  •tipalmUoo  U  made  bj  another,  may  brinf  an  actkm  to 

eoforoe  H. 

FIRST  District 

PomTsm,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

The  plaintiff  was  creditor  d  the  steamboat  Mandan,  in  the  sum  of 
483  dollars  and  88  cents,  subsequent  to  the  time  when  the  debt  was 
contracted,  and  previous  to  the  period  when  it  fell  due,  one  of  the 
partners  who  owned  half  the  boat,  sold  his  interest  in  her  to  the 
defendants.  In  the  act  of  sale  whkh  was  passed  before  a  notary 
public,  there  was  a  clause  by  which  the  purchasers  stipulated,  ^that 
they  shall  assume,  and  they  do  hereby  assume  the  payment  of  all 
claims  now  due  to  the  said  steamboat^  without  any  recourse  against 
the  vendor  or  his  heirs,  by  reason  thereof,  hereby  obliging  themselves 
and  their  heirs  to  warrant  and  keep  him  safe  aind  h^muess  from  all 
such  claims  as  fully  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  if  he  had  never 
possessed  any  interest  in  said  boat'' 

The  court  below  was  of  opinion  that  under  this  agreement  the 
defendanu  were  only  respoDsible  for  the  partner's  share  of  the  debts, 
whose  interest  in  the  boat  they  had  purchased,  and  it  gave  judgoMit 
against  them  accordingly  for  the  one  half  of  the  note  sued  on. 

From  this  judgment  the  defendanu  have  appealed  and  the  plaintiff 
on  his  part  has  prayed  that  it  may  be  so  amended  that  be  may  veeo- 
ver  the  whole  amount  of  the  obligation. 

So  far  as  the  judgment  affects  the  defendants  there  can  not  be 
doubt:  it  is  correct    The  agreement  contained  what  is  termed  in  our. 
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lav  a  siipulatmn  pour  autrui.  The  party  in  whose  favor  that  sti- 
pfQlatioQ  was  made  had  most  clearly  a  right  to  bring  an  action  in  his 
own  name  to  enforce  it.  And  the  defence  set  up  that  the  seller  had 
no  right  to  the  boat,  and  that  the  defendants  acquired  nothing  by  thS 
purchase,  can  not  avail  them,  for  they  have  given  no  proof  that  the 
allegation  is  true. 

Although  the  correctness  of  the  judgment  in  rejecting  one  halfthe 
plaintiff's  demand,  is  not  so  clear  as  that  part  which  condemns  the 
defendant,  yet  we  are  of  opinion  that  as  to  it  too,  the  judge  did  not 
err.  It  is  true,  the  promise  to  pay  all  the  claims  on  the  boat  would,  if 
taken  alone,  support  the  appellee  in  the  position  that  all  this  debt  must 
be  paid.  But  the  whole  contract  shows  that  nothing  more  was  con- 
templated by  the  parties  than  that  the  defendants  should  pay  all  the 
debts  due  by  the  boat  for  which  their  vendor  was  responsible.  Civil 
Code,  270,  art  63. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Slidelly  for  the  plaintiff. 

Bipley  and  Conrad^  for  the  defendants. 


Buhols,  Wife  of  Bourguignon,  v.  Boudousquie« 
VI,  N.  S.  163. 

When  possestiun  hat  followed  a  mIo  made  by  an  agent,  for  twenty  years,  hit  autbority 

may  be  presomed. 

FIRST  District 

PoETsm,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

On  the  trial  of  this  cause,  which  was  a  suit  in  relation  to  the 
boundaries  of  land  owned  by  the  parties,  the  plaintiff  offered  in  evi- 
dence, a  salamade  twenty-three  years  ago,  to  the  person  under  whom 
she  claima — The  instrument  offered  was  by  public  act,  but  was  exe* 
cuted  by  an  attorney  in  fact  of  the  owner,  whose  authority  to  sell 
was  evidenced  by  a  power,  sous  sting  privi^  annexed  to  the  convey- 
ance. The  defendant  objected  to  an  introduction  of  the  bill  of  sale, 
unless  the  authority  of  the  agent  to  make  it  was  first  proved.  Of 
this  opinion  was  the  court,  and  the  plaintiff  excepted. 
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The  principle  on  which  the  objectioa  was  made  and  sustained  is 
certaioly  correct,  but  we  think,  subject  to  an  exception  in  cases  like 
this.  After  possession  for  twenty-three  years,  a  period  of  time  suffi- 
cient to  enable  the  purchaser  to  acquire  by  prescription  against  the 
owner,  the  instrument  should  have  been  permitted  to  go  to  the  jury, 
leaving  it  to  them,  under  the  circumstances,  to  say  whether  Ins 
assent  to  the  contract  must  not  be  presumed.  The  bill  of  sale  was 
authentic  I'he  possession  was  public  and  ancient.  The  case,  there- 
fore, comes  completely  within  the  instances  put  by  the  writers  to 
illustrate  the  maxim,  Semper  qui  non  prohibei  aUquempro  se  inter* 
venire^  mandare  crtditur.  Digest,  tiv.  50,  tit.  17,  law  50;  Pothier 
Cantrat  de  Mandate  No.  29  e/  99;  Curia  Phill.  verba  Factor es^ 
No.  St. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  jodgm^t 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  it  is  fiir- 
tfa«r  ordered,  adjudg^  and  decreed,  that  the  case  be  remanded,  with 
directions  to  the  judge  a  quo  not  to  reject  the  deed  from  Fottcher  to 
Parant,  although  the  plaintiff  may  not  prove  the  aatfaority  of  Andry 
to  make  it:  and  it  is  mrther  ordbced,  that  the  appdlee  pay  die  costs 
of  this  appeal.  ^ 

Ripley  and  Conrad^  for  the  plaintiff. 

Hennerif  for  the  defendant 


Mayor  et  al.  v.  Peyroux.     VI,  N.  S.  155. 

PARISH  Court  of  New  Orieans. 

If  the  corporation  of  New  Orleans  n^lect  enforcing  their  oidi- 
nances  the  mrmers  of  their  duties  may  claim  a  dhndnotiau  in  the 
price  of  adjudication. 
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Woodix)w  V.  Hennen.     VI,  N.  S.  156. 

Ad  allegation  that  it  was  in  the  defendant'^  power  to  collect  money  may  be  snppcNrted  by 

proof  that  he  had  collected  it. 
An  attorney  at  law  who  takes  one  debt  for  another  placed  in  his  hands  fi>r  collection^  is 

Tesponsible  to  his  client  in  money  from  the  date  of  the  transaction. 

FIRST  District. 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  suit  is  brought  to  recover  from  the  defendant  a  certain  sum 
of  money  which  the  plaintiff  alleges  he  undertook  to  collect  or  cause 
to  be  collected  for  her  benefit,  on  a  judgment  which  had  been  regu- 
larly transferred  to  him  for  that  purpose.  She  charges  him  with 
want  of  legal  diligence,  in  not  having  proceeded  by  execution  on  said 
judgment,  in  the  most  prompt  and  summary  manner,  as  authorised 
by  law.  The  defence  is  due  diligence  used  without  success  in 
obtaining  the  money.  The  cause  was  submitted  to  a  jury  in  the 
court  below,  who  found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  and  judgment 
being  rendered  according  thereto,  the  defendant  appealed. 

The  facts  of  the  case  as  shown  by  the  record,  seem  to  be  the  fol- 
lowing. The  plaintiff  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  defendant  for  col- 
lection, a  note  payable  to  her,  subscribed  by  one  J.  C.  Brent, 
amounting  to  2455  dollars.  To  effect  the  payment  of  this  debt,  he 
received  from  Brent  by  assignment,  a  judgment  which  had  been 
obtained  by  the  latter  against  J.  Erwin,  for  3250  dollars,  the  judg- 
ment of  which,  it  is  alleged  might  have  been  legally  enforced  previous 
to  the  conmiencement  of  this  suit. 

The  evidence  shows  that  this  judgment  was  finally  settled  and 
discharged  by  Erwin,  the  defendant  in  execution,  in  a  transaction 
between  him  and  the  agents  or  attorneys  employed  by  the  defendant, 
to  cause  it  to  be  collected,  in  the  month  of  June,  1826. 

In  the  course  of  the  trial  in  the  court  below,  a  bill  of  exceptions 
was  taken  by  the  counsel  for  the  plaintiff,  to  an  opinion  of  the  judge 
«  ^uo,  by  which  he  rejected  testimony  offered  to  prove  the  actual  col- 
lection of  the  money  from  Erwin,  on  the  ground  that  the  petition 
contained  no  allegation  to  that  effect.  We  think  the  judge  erred  in 
rejecting  this  testimony.  It  is  alleged  in  the  petition  that  it  was  in 
the  power  of  the  defendant  to  have  caused  the  money  to  be  collected, 
previous  to  the  institution  of  the  present  action.  To  prove  the  truth 
of  this  allegation,  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  stronger  evidence,  than  that 
which  shows  that  the  collection  was  really  made.    It  is  true  that  it 
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was  effected  by  a  compromise,  in  pursuance  of  which  a  part  of  the 
sum  did  not  probably  come  into  the  hands  of  the  appellee  until  since 
the  commencement  of  this  suit:  but  according  to  legal  intendment, 
he  must  be  considered  as  responsible  to  the  plaintiff  from  the  date  of 
the  transaction  made  by  his  agents,  as  that  was  entered  into  widiout 
her  consent;  or  at  least,  none  is  shown.  The  evidence  of  the  case 
does  not  establish  any  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  defendant.  His 
diligence,  however,  cannot  authorise  him  to  retain  the  money  whidi 
he  has  collected;  it  must  legally  be  presumed  to  have  been  collected 
for  the  plaintiff  A  tender  of  the  amount  in  the  court  below,  imder 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case  would  probably  have  relieved  him 
from  costs;  but  that  was  not  made;  the  judgment  of  the  district  court 
ought  to  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Buchanan^  for  the  plaintiff. 

Henneny  for  the  defendant 


Pugh  V.  Erwin.     VI,  N.  S.  159. 

FOURTH  District. 

If  the  record  does  not  enable  the  court  to  examine  the  case,  die 
appellee  may  have  the  judgment  below  affirmed  with  damages. 

The  appellant  cannot  discontinue  his  cause  in  the^  Supreme  Court 
when  the  case  is  brought  up  by  the  appellee. 
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Hermann  v.  Smith.    YI,  N.  S.  161. 

Wbaro  one  not  a  partj  to  a  tnit  a{>peal8,  and  hii  ri^ht  to  do  to  is  denied  in  the  fhipreme 
Court,  the  caae  mutt  be  remanded,  in  order  that  the  ittue  to  joined  be  tried  in  a  eoort 
of  original  juritdiotion. 

FIRST  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  case  has  been  brought  up  under  the  57LBt  article  of  the  Code 
of  Practice,  by  which  the  right  of  appeal  is  given  to  persons  not 
parties  to  the  cause,  when  they  allege  they  have  been  aggrieved  by 
the  judgment 

The  fact  of  the  appellant  being  aggrieved  by  the  judgment,  and 
bis  right  to  appeal,  are  put  at  issue  by  the  answer. 

Consequently  this  fact  must  be  tried,  before  the  merits  can  be  in- 
veatigated;  and  it  is  conceded,  that  we  have  no  power  to  hear  the 
witnesses,  and  decide  on  matters  that  were  not  passed  on  in  the  court 
below.  To  do  so,  would  be  an  exercise  of  original^  not  appellate 
jurisdiction. 

But  the  parties  differ  widely  as  to  the  consequences  which  should 
follow  from  this  want  of  power.  The  appellee  urges,  that  as  he  has 
denied  the  right  of  the  appellant,  the  appeal  ought  to  be  dismissed. 
The  latter  contends  the  cause  should  be  remanded  for  pr6of,  and 
judgment  in  the  court  of  the  first  instance. 

And  of  the  latter  opinion  is  this  court  The  article  of  the  Code  of 
Practice  already  cited,  contains  no  provision  by  whieh  the  appellee 
can  be  brought  into  the  court  below,  and  the  fact  tried.  The  only 
way  in  which  issue  can  be  formed  is  by  the  answer  on  the  appeal. 
The  powers  with  which  this  court  is  vested,  forbidding  the  exercise  of 
original  jurisdiction,it  cannot  try  the  issue  so  formed.  It  can,  therefore, 
do  only  one  of  two  things,  remand  the  cause,  or  dismiss  the  appeal. 
We  think  it  is  our  duty  to  remand.  By  this  course  we  give  the  law 
effect.  By  the  other  we  would  make  it  a  dead  letter,  for  the  denial 
of  right  by  the  appellee  would  in  every  case  defeat  the  app^ant 
Such  was  the  opinion  we  expressed  in  the  case  of  the  Corporation  of 
New  Orieans  v.  Paulding,  4  N.  S.  614. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  this  ease  be 
remanded,  with  directions  to  the  parish  court,  to  try  the  issue  joined 
between  the  appellant  and  appellee,  as  to  the  right  of  the  former  to 
appeal. 

DeniSy  for  the  plaintiff. 

Morphj/f  for  the  defendant. 
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Carraby  v.  Davis.    VI,  N.  S.  1 63. 

If  •  lUftadaat  who  it  aboat  to  ibtent  bimwlf,  be  irreited  on  an  affidaTittbat  be  doei  not 
leete  properly  to  Mibfy  tbe  demand,  be  maj  be  dbcbarged  on  ■bowm;  he  doee  ]ea?e 
enoof  b  to  pay  that  aoed  on,  tbouf  h  it  may  be  doobtful  whether  be  is  able  to  pay  aB 
bbdebta. 

FIRST  District. 

PoETSR,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

The  defendant  was  arrested  on  an  affidavit  that  be  was  ir»]ebled 
to  the  plaintiff,  and  that  he  was  about  to  remove  from  the  state  with- 
out leaving  in  it  sufficient  property  to  satisfy  the  demand. 

A  rule  was  taken  on  the  plaintiff  to  show  cause  why  the  order  pf 
arrest  should  not  be  set  aside,  and  the  court  after  hearing  testimony 
made  the  rule  absolute. 

The  principal  ground  on  which  the  correctness  of  this  decision  has 
been  assailed,  is,  that  the  evidence  shows  the  defendant  to  be  in  em- 
barrassed circumstances;  that  if  all  his  debts  were  enforced  against 
him  he  would  be  insolvent.  This  fact  is  not  clearly  made  out  by 
the  proof,  and  a  great  part  of  the  debts  do  not  fall  due  for  years.  But 
adniitting  it  were,  the  law  does  not  speak  of  a  man  not  having  pro- 
perly to  pay  all  his  debts  but  that  he  has  not  enough  to  pay  that  sued 
on.  Many  are  the  instances  in  which  a  debt  is  collected  by  execu- 
tion, where  the  party  is  insolvent  Were  it,  however,  otherwise^  it 
might  be  sufficient  for  us  to  say,  that  laws  which  deprive  men  of  their 
liberty  on  the  oath  of  their  adversary,  ought  to  receive  a  strict  con- 
struction, and  should  not  be  extended  to  any  case  not  coming  within 
the  letter. 

But  this  construction  is  not  only  in  consonance  with  the  letter,  but 
in  pursuance  to  the  spirit  of  the  law.  The  case  has  been  argued,  as 
if  it  were  the  object  of  the  enactment  to  obtain  security  for  the  debt 
But  this  is  clearly  erroneous.  The  intention  of  it  was  nothing  more, 
than  that  the  creditor  should  have  the  body  of  his  debtor,  in  case 
there  were  not  goods  enough  to  satisfy  his  claim.  Now  every  ob- 
ject of  the  law  is  attained  by  the  construction  we  put  on  it,  in  case  a 
man  who  has  a  good  deal  of  property  in  his  hands,  but  who  owes 
to  the  amount  of  it,  leaves  the  state.  If  he  remains  absent  the  execu- 
tion that  may  issue  on  the  judgment  obtained  against  him,  can  be  le- 
vied on  the  property  behind,  and  the  debt  will  be  satisfied.  The  in- 
solvency cannot  stand  in  the  way  of  the  recovery,  nor  diminish  the 
security  unless  the  debtor  will  return  and  file  his  bilan,  and  the  mo- 
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ment  he  returns  into  the  state  to  do  so,  his  body  is  subject  to  the  pro- 
cess of  the  creditor.  Take  it  therefore  which  way  we  will,  the  pur- 
Eose  for  which  the  statute  was  made  is  fulfilled.  The  creditor  has 
is  goods  unless  his  debtor  should  come  back  to  make  a  cession  of 
them,  and  then  he  has  his  body.  In  a  word,  the  creditor  has  every 
security  be  would  have  had,  if  the  removal  had  not  taken  place,  and 
we  are  most  clear  the  statute  had  in  view  nothing  more. 

As,  in  the  case  before  us,  there  is  proof  that  the  defendant  leaves 
behind  him  sufficient  property  to  satisfy  this  debt,  and  as  we  see 
nothing  to  prevent  the  creditor  being  satisfied  out  of  it,  unless  the 
debtor  should  return  and  file  his  bilan,  we  are  of  opinion  the  judge 
below  committed  no  error  in  discharging  the  order  of  arrest  Code  of 
Practice,  214. 

It  is,  therefere,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  court  below  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Seghersy  for  the  plaintiff*. 

Existis  and  Canon^  for  the  defendants. 


Erwin  v.  Porter.    VI,  N.  S.  166. 

FIRST  District 

Oral  evidence  cannot  be  given  of  the  contents  of  a  paper  in  the 
hands  of  an  adversary,  without  notice  to  him  to  prckluce  it  on  the 
trial. 
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Nolte  et  al.  v.  Their  Creditors.    VI,  N.  S.  168. 


Mftteriil-iiMn  and  workmen,  empkijad  by  tiie  ondefUker  of  a  baildinf ,  ha?*  no  pn?i. 

left  of  their  oim;  bat  may  aTail  tiieinMlfM  of  it 
Thia  olaim  b  not  poatponed  to  the  feirobaraameot  of  advanoea  not  atipolated  fiir. 
Naithar  of  them  aoquirea  a  prefi»rence  otot  the  other  by  a  aeixure. 

FIRST  District 

Mabtiw,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

From  the  decree  of  homologation  of  the  tableau  of  distribution, 
several  creditors  have  appealed. 

The  first  is  Miller.  The  district  judge  was  of  opinion  he  had 
waived  his  privilege,  and  disallowed  it:  he  claims  as  a  material-man, 
and  as  having  paid  workmen  4696  dollars,  21  cents. 

1.  The  first  objection  to  his  demand  is,  the  waiver  of  his  privilege. 
The  evidence  of  this  waiver  results  from  a  writing  of  the  9tb  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1826,  by  which  Miller  acknowledged  that  the  lien  he  obtained 
by  the  assignment  of  Rejmolds,  the  tmdertaker  of  the  defendant's 
building,  applied  only  to  a  sum  of  1535  dollars,  14  cents,  to  be  paid, 
in  the  last  instance,  after  all  the  other  claims  have  been  satisfied,  and 
that  the  insolvents  were  entitled  to  a  priority  of  record  for  6000 
dollars. 

If  the  sum  of  1535  dollars  was  not  to  be  paid  until  all  other 
claims  are  satisfied,  all  these  claims  are  privileged  against  it,  and  it 
has  no  privilege;  the  district  court,  therefore,  correctly  decided  the 
privilege  was  waived. 

As  to  the  other  items  of  this  creditor's  claim,  which  are  all  subse- 
quent to  this  writing,  the  waiver  cannot  extend. 

2.  It  is  next  objected,  that  material-men  and  workmen,  claiming  a 
privilege  for  more  than  500  dollars,  roust  record  their  titles.  Civil 
Code,  274.  We  think  the  Code  here  requires  the  record  of  the  con- 
tract, on  which  the  undertaker's  claim  arises.  Art.  2743.  It  is  be 
alone  has  a  privilege;  the  material-men  and  workmen  whom  he  has 
employed,  have  no  privilege  of  their  own  in  the  building  they  are 
only  permitted  to  avail  themselves, /7ro  ianiOy  of  his  privilege. 

3.  It  is  further  objected,  that  the  undertakers  have  not  completed 
the  building;  and  the  last  payments  of  both  contracts  were  not  de- 
mandable  till  the  building  was  completed.  Experts  have  viewed 
the  building  to  ascertain  the  facts,  and  are  of  opinion,  that  what  re- 
mains still  to  be  done,  is  of  the  value  of  915  dollars.  The  contract 
was  for  above  38,000  dollars;  and  it  is  not  alleged  that  any  damage 
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has  occurred.  The  deficiency,  not  exceeding  2i  per  cent.,  is  so 
minute  a  matter,  that  all  the  syndics  are  entitled  to  is  the  retention  of 
the  sum.    Art  1920. 

4.  The  syndics  urged  that  they  were  compelled,  in  order  to  have 
the  building  finished,  to  make  greater  advances  than  were  at  first 
contemplated;  the  undertaker  not  being  able  to  go  on  without  them; 
and  that,  therefore,  these  advances  beyond  what  was  stipulated  for, 
are  no  infraction  of  the  rights  of  material-men  and  workmen,  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  deferred  instalment;  because  without  this  the  under- 
taker could  not  have  proceeded,  and  the  last  instalment  would  never 
have  become  due. 

The  record  shows  no  proof  of  this  necessity;  it  is  merely  alleged. 
The  law,  however,  has  secured  to  material-men  and  workmen  a 
right  to  a  fund  formed  by  the  contract;  and  this  right  cannot  be 
affected  by  any  act  of  both  parties,  or  either  of  them. 

5.  It  is  further  objected,  that  at  the  foot  of  the  supplemental  con- 
tract, the  undertaker  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  20,566  dollars,  on 
this  contract,  and  that  of  the  6th  of  August,  which  is  all  that,  by  both 
contracts,  was  payable  before  the  completion  of  the  building;  and  the 
last  or  supplemental  contract  speaks  01  payment  to  be  made  before  the 
completion  of  the  work;  that,  therefore,  the  parties  must  have  under- 
stood that  more  had  been  paid  on  the  original  contract  than  had  been 
stipulated  for:  this  conclusion  being  necessary  to  give  some  effect  to 
the  clause  which  relates  to  payments  to  be  noade  on  the  second;  and 
that  Miller,  who  intervened  in  the  second  contract,  as  the  undertaker's 
surety,  cannot  hold  that  the  sum  thus  acknowledged  to  have  been 
received  left  nothing  to  be  paid  before  the  completion  of  the  building. 

While  the  parties  admit  that  the  money  acknowledged  to  have 
been  received,  was  paid  on  both  contracts,  we  cannot  conclude  that 
nothing  was  paid  on  one  of  them,  and  when  we  seek  to  find  how 
much  was  paid  on  either,  we  have  no  clue  to  direct  us;  and  if  the  sum 
cover  all  that  was  to  be  paid  on  both,  we  must  conclude  the  acknow- 
ledged payment  was  so  made. 

It  is  true,  this  leaves  the  clause  in  the  last  contract  relating  to  pay- 
ments to  be  made  thereafter,  before  the  completion  of  the  buildings 
inoperative.  But  to  give  it  effect  we  cannot  disregard  the  positive 
assertion  of  the  parties  of  past  facts,  and  without  any  legitimate  rule 
ascertain  what  was  paid  on  either  contract,  and  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  more  was  paid  than  ought  to  have  been. 

6.  The  syndics  urge  that  the  obligation  of  their  insolvents  to  pay 
more  than  they  engaged  to  pay,  because  they  made  some  payments 
too  soon,  is  in  the  nature  of  a  penal  obligation  which  does  not  bind 
S3n3dics.  ' 

A  creditor,  whose  debt  has  been  incautiously  paid  to  a  person  not 
authorised  to  receive  it,  may  still  demand  it  from  his  debtor;  and  we 
cannot  see  how,  in  case  of  insolvency,  the  debt  could  not  be  demand- 
ed from  the  syndics;  the  illegal  payment  could  not  avail  the  debtor, 
and  it  cannot  his  syndics. 
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•  7.  Miller  daims  a  privilege  above  all  the  creditors  because  he  first 
seized.  The  subrogation  of  the  materiat-men  and  workmen,  to  the 
claim  of  the  undertaker,  exists  before  the  seizure;  from  the  Code 
speaking  of  the  subrogation  after  having  spoken  of  the  seizure,  we 
cannot  mistake  the  cause  for  the  effect;  the  subrogation  gives  die 
right  to  and  is  the  cause  of  the  seizure.  All  material-men  and  work- 
men are  subrogated,  and  neither  can  by  a  previous  seizure  destroy 
the  rights  of  another. 

Parker  is  another  appellant  His  claim  is  supported  by  a  judg- 
■lent  against  the  undertaker  and  the  syndics,  and  corroborated  by 
evidence  below.    He  furnished  materials  and  has  a  privilege  himselL 

Cotton's  heirs  are  appellants  also— they  were  refused  a  privilege, 
which  was  claimed  on  the  ground  that  the  payment  of  a  sum  of 
money  of  theirs,  in  the  hands  of  the  insolvents,  who  had  coUected  it 
for  them,  was  enjoined;  that  thus  the  insolvents  became  judiciary 
sequestrators  or  depositaries,  and  that  against  such  the  law  gives  a 
privilege.    Civil  Code,  546,  art  26. 

It  would  require  much  consideration  to  induce  us  to  say  that  the 
service  of  an  injunction,  so  locks  the  property  of  the  party,  as  to  pre- 
vent the  free  alienation  of  it  (Garnishees  are  in  the  same  situation; 
but  we  think  the  case  demands  no  opinion  on  this  head. 

On  the  dissolution  of  the  injunction,  the  insolvents  were  as  com- 
pletely in  the  possession  of  the  money,  as  agents  of  the  heirs,  as  if 
the  former  had  not  been  enjoined  from  paying  it  to  the  latter.  There 
was  no  necessity,  indeed  no  utiUty,  in  an  actual  delivery  over  of  the 
money  from  the  insolvents,  in  the  capacity  of  the  party  sued  with 
the  injunction,  to  the  same  persons,  as  that  of  agents  or  the  heirs.  If 
the  latter  suffered  their  money  to  sleep  in  the  insolvent's  hands,  they 
did  so  at  their  peril. 

The  dissolution  of  the  injunction  left  it,  to  every  possible  intent 
and  purpose,  as  it  was  at  the  service  of  the  injunction. 

These  appellants  can  not  therefore  complain  of  the  decision  of  the 
judge  a  quo. 

We  are  also  to  examine  such  claims  against  the  insolvents  as  are 
contested  by  the  appellants,  but  previously  we  must  inquire  into  that 
of  one  of  the  creditors,  Lerond,  who  has  made  himself  an  appellee, 
and  prayed  that  the  deed  may  be  amended  in  his  favor,  viz:  Lerond. 

His  claim  is  founded  on  a  judgment  and  proof  of  his  work  on  the 
building;  he  is  therefore  entitled  to  a  privilege. 

Withers's  claim  is  opposed  by  the  appellants.  It  rests  on  a  nota- 
rial act,  by  which  the  undertaker  transferred  him  a  claim  against  the 
insolvents  to  secure  payment  for  timber  furnished  for  their  building. 
The  objection  is,  that  the  assignment  makes  no  proof  against  the  ere* 
ditors;  but  evidence  of  the  supply  has  been  introduced.  Febrero 
says,  that  when  the  writing,  subscribed  by  the  insolvents,  is  strength- 
ened by  adminiculoSf  or  proof,  destroying  the  presumption  of  fraud, 
it  is  evidence.  Pari.  2,  6,  3,  ch.  2  s.  n.  12  Mart,  165. 

It  it  objected  she  assignment  was  made  en  tUmpo  inhabil  and 
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could  not  give  a  preference.  The  privilege  of  preference  does  not 
arise  from  the  assignment,  but  from  the  creation  of  the  debt  which 
the  assignment  was  intended  to  secure. 

TatteFs  claim  is  also  objected  to,  and  a  priority  claimed  over  him 
because  he  made  no  seizure  as  others  did.  This  point  has  been  dis- 
posed of  in  examining  Miller's  pretensions. 

Duralde's  claim  is  opposed  but  no  evidence  is  adduced  against  it, 
and  it  was  fully  made  out  by  proof. 

Beckman's  claim,  which  is  also  objected  to,  arises  from  his  endorse- 
ment and  the  subsequent  payment  of  a  note  of  the  undertaker's  to 
Barron  &  Co.  in  payment  of  slates  employed  in  the  building;  as  a 
surety  for  the  undertaker,  he  was  bound  to  pay  the  amount  of  the 
note,  and  doing  so,  paid  for  tlie  slates.  Barron  &  Co.  were  privileged 
creditors,  being  material-men. 

It  is  objected  they  had  no  privilege,  as  they  took  the  note  in  pay- 
ment, and  their  claim  for  the  slates  was  novated.  Of  this  we  see  no 
evidence,  and  we  are  not  allowed  to  presume  it.    Civil  Code,  2196. 

The  claim  oC  the  Parfaite  Union  Lodge  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  opposed  and  is  on  the  tableau. 

The  claims  of  Gurley  and  Guillott,  and  Perrault  and  Pascal,  can 
not  be  distinguished  from  other  material-men  or  workmen,  and  must 
be  paid  in  concurrence  with  these. 

So  must  the  claim  of  Beckman,  unless  proof  should  show  it  to-be 
for  the  completion  of  work  left  unfinished  by  the  undertaker. 

The  judge  below  erred  in  recognising  any  preference  under  the 
undertaker's  assignment.  He  had  been  paici  every  thing  he  could 
claim  before  the  completion  of  the  building,  and  therefore  could  give 
no  preference,  the  law  having  forbidden  anticipated  payments. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  with  directions 
to  modify  the  tableau  according  to  the  principles  herein  established. 
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State  et  al.  v.  Wilson.    VI,  N.  S.  178. 

The  OpelooMt  SCatmboat  Compan  j  can  not  prevent  other  ttearoboati  than  their  oini  from 
Undinnf  pMienfem  at  one  of  the  termini  of  their  ferry ,  if  they  have  not  been  taken  at 
the  othon,  or  on  the  route  between  the  two. 

FIFTH  District 

Maetih,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

Two  actions  were  brought  by  the  plaintiffis  against  the  defendant, 
for  the  recovery  of  penalties  alleged  to  have  been  incurred  by  him 
for  violations  of  the  privileges  of  the  Opelousas  Steamboat  Company. 
The  petitions  allege  that,  by  the  act  of  incorporation  of  that  company 
it  is  provided,  that  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  set  up,  keep  and 
maintain,  in  opposition  to  the  said  association,  any  vessel  propelled 
by  steam,  and  shall  transport  therein  any  person  or  persons,  for  hire, 
profit,  or  emolument,  from  Opelousas  river  to  Placquemine,  or  from 
Placquemine  to  Opelousas  river,  along  the  route  contemplated  by 
the  act  of  incorporation,  &c;  and  that  the  defendant  kept  up  and 
maintained,  a  certain  vessel  propelled  by  steam,  called  the  Ddptun, 
and  transported  persons  for  hire  and  emolument,  from  Placquemine 
to  Opelousas  river,  and  from  Opelousas  river  to  Placquemine. 

The  defendant  pleaded  the  general  issue  and  other  pleas;  the  suits 
were  consolidated;  there  was  judgment  in  his  favor,  and  the  plain- 
tifb  appealed. 
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The  evidence  shows,  that  the  Dolphin  made  several  trips  from  the 
city  of  New  Orleans  to  the  place  of  the  landing  on  the  Opelousas 
river,  which  is  one  of  the  termini  of  the  ferry  granted  to  them  by 
their  act  of  incorporation,  and  that  she  necessarily  passed  along  the 
route  contemplated  by  the  act  of  the  legislature  between  the  two  /er- 
mini  of  the  ferry. 

The  privilege  of  the  company  must  be  commensurate  with  its 
duties;  the  latter  consist  in  the  transportation  of  persons,  animals  and 
goods,  from  one  of  the  termini  to  the  other.  They  alone  can  take 
passengers  and  goods  at  one  of  the  termini^  to  transport  them  to  the 
other.  But  as  the  company  cannot  be  compelled  to  transport  per- 
sons or  goods  from  Opelousas  river  to  New  Orleans,  or  from  New 
Orleans  to  Opelousas  river,  they  cannot  complain  if  any  other  person 
do  so,  although  such  person  necessarily  pass  along  the  route  of  the 
ferry  established  by  the  legislature,  and  granted  to  the  company. 

A  different  construction  of  the  act  of  incorporation  would  give  to  " 
the  company  the  exclusive  privilege  of  trading  to  or  from  Opelousas 
river,  to  any  other  part  of  the  state,  in  vessels  propelled  by  steam, 
without  imposing  on  them  the  obligation  of  keeping  such  vessels  in 
that  trade. 

The  only  case  in  which  it  is  alleged  the  Dolphin  took  a  passenger 
from  the  lower  termini  to  the  upper,  is  that  of  Heighmart,  who  is 
stated  to  have  been  taken  at  Placquemine,  and  got  on  board  at  the 
junction  of  Placquemine  and  the  Mississippi,  about  half  a  mile  below 
the  mouth  of  the  bayou,  the  boat  having  stopped  to  put  out  freight 

In  all  cases,  principally  in  penal  actions,  the  plaintiff  must  clearly 

{)rove  his  case,  and  he  cannot  hope  to  succeed  if  he  leaves  it  doubt- 
ill.  Here  the  defendant  contends,  that  the  lower  terminus  is  the 
park,  or  the  lower  end  of  bayou  Placquemine;  that  if  the  place  where 
the  Mississippi  enters  the  bayou  be  the  terminus  then  the  ferry  is 
from  the  Mississippi  to  Opelousas,  not  from  Placquemine  to  Opelou- 
sas. Further,  that  the  testimony  leaves  it  doubtful  whether  the  pas^ 
sengerscame  in  half  a  mile  below  the  junction,  i.  e.,  on  the  Mississippi, 
or  half  a  mile  below  the  junction  with  the  bayou.  To  this  it  is  urged 
that  the  testimony  is,  that  the  passenger  came  in  at  Placquemines, 
i.  e.,inthe  bayou  Placquemines. 

The  spot  on  which  a  collection  of  houses  have  been  erected  along  the 
Mississippi,  immediately  below  where  it  enters  the  bayou,  and  in 
which  there  is,  or  was,  a  post-office,  is  call^  Placquemine,  and  may  in- 
clude the  banks  of  the  river  for  nearly  half  a  mile.  We  do  not  think  that 
the  evidence  is  so  clear  as  to  justify  us  from  departing  from  a  rule  in 
which  we  have  found  much  safety,  to  respect  matters  of  fact,  the 
conclusion  of  those  who  had  the  advantages  of  seeing  and  hearing 
the  witnesses. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs,  and  that  the  plaintiff, 
Luke  Lesassier,  pay  the  costs  in  both  courts. 

Ogden  and  BrownsoUy  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Oarland  axid  Simon,  for  the  defendant 
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Dufau  V.  Massicot's  Heirs.     VI,  N.  S.  182. 

An  inaohrent  debtor  does  not  icquire  a  difcharge  of  hb  debts  when  the  creditors  &il  to 

■piiear;  or  bafing  made  a  change  of  parish,  withdraw  it. 
In  a  suit  to  ascertain  the  share  of  one  partner,  all  must  be  made  parties. 

COURT  of  Probates  Parish  of  St  Mary's. 

PoETBR,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 
The  petitioner  claims  from  tlie  defendants  the  sum  of  5000  dol- 
lars balance  due  on  an  account  settled  and  signed  by  the  ancestor 
of  the  defendants,  and  the  plaintiff  on  the  20th  of  September,  1809; 
1794  dollars  70  cents,  for  the  third  of  the  losses  sustained  in  a  part- 
nership of  which  they  were  members  in  conjunction  with  one  Lau- 
rent Wiltz;  2844  dollars  44  cents,  the  one4ialfof  the  petitioner's 
losses  in  the  partnerriiip,  the  ancestor  of  the  defendants  having  pur- 
chased the  one-half  of  plaintiffs  interest  in  the  concern,  previous  to 
its  dissolution;  and  interest  on  a  part  of  these  claims  according  to  an 
account  annexed  to  the  petition.  Judgment  is  asked  for  13.545  dol- 
lars with  interest  from  judicial  demand. 

The  defendanu  plead  that  their  ancestor  on  the  24th  of  Augiist, 
1813,  made  a  cession,  under  the  act  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors 
in  actual  custody,  of  all  his  property;  and  was  discharged  from  all 
debts  contracted  prior  to  that  day. 

That  he  had  no  other  accounts  with  the  plaintiff  excepting  those 
in  relation  to  the  plantation  of  which  they  were  partners,  and  that 
their  accounts  were  settled  and  liquidated  by  a  judgment  of  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  state  of  Louisiana  for  the  first  district,  on  the  29th 
of  June  1819, in  which,!.  P.  Wiltz, was  praintiff,and  the  petitioner, 
one  P.  F.  Dubourg,  and  C.  Massicot,  were  defendants. 

And  lastly,  that  the  plaintiff  was  indebted  to  their  ancestor  at  his 
decease  in  the  sum  of  3000  dollars. 

The  cause  was  submitted  to  referees,  who  reported  that  the  sum 
of  9655  dollars  64  cents,  was  due  by  the  defendants,  with  interest  on 
5000  dollars  of  this  sum  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  cent  jQrom  different 
periods  at  which  the  several  instalments  composing  this  sum  fell  due. 
The  defendants  appealed. 

The  first  question  for  our  decision  is,  the  effect  of  the  discharge 
uiKler  the  insolvent  laws. 

It  appears  from  the  record  of  the  proceedings  in  the  suit  of  Mas- 
sicot V.  His  Creditors  that  some  of  them  alleged  fraud  against  him; 
that  on  his  filing  an  answer  to  the  charge,  the  allegation  was  with- 
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drawn,  and  that  the  court  therefore  ordered,  he  should  be  discharged 
out  of  custody.  These  proceedings  bear  date  the  4th  of  December, 
1813. 

On  the  21st  of  January,  1814,  a  syndic  was  appointed,  and  on  the 
15th  of  March  of  the  same  year,  the  insolvent  took  the  oath  pre- 
scribed by  (he  statute,  and  executed  an  assignment  of  all  his  property 
to  his  creditors. 

The  plaintiff  contends,  these  proceedings  have  not  the  effect  which 
the  defendants  in  their  answer  allege.  That  no  judgment  of  the  court 
being  rendered  discharging  the  defendant  from  the  debts  contracted 
by  him,  they  yet  remain  in  force  and  can  be  collected  from  him  or 
his  representatives. 

The  fourth  section  of  (he  act  imder  which  the  insolvent  claimed 
relief,  declares  that  in  case  the  creditors  when  notified  do  not  attend 
on  the  day  appointed  for  them  to  appear  and  answer  the  claimant's 
demand  for  a  discharge  from  the  custody  of  the  sheriff,  the  court  shall 
in  its  discretion  either  release  the  debtor  or  remand  him  until  another 
day:  and  should  the  creditors  not  attend  on  that  day  and  show  cause 
as  aforesaid,  the  debtor  shall  be  discharged,  on  executing  an  assign- 
ment in  trust  for  his  creditors;  and  on  taking  the  oath  herein  prescri- 
bed.    2  Martinis  Digest,  444. 

This  section  would  perhaps  sustain  the  plea  of  the  defendants,  but 
it  must  be  taken  and  construed  with  another,  that  precedes  it,  and 
which  is  as  follows:  "  The  creditors  being  thus  duly  notified  shall  have 
the  right  to  interrogate  the  debtor,  &c.,  and  should  the  court  be  satis- 
fied with  the  fairness  and  regularity  of  his  books  and  accounts  (if  a 
merchant  or  a  trader)  and  the  documents  which  accompany  them, 
and  that  two  thirds  of  his  creditors  in  number  and  value,  will  consent 
to  his  discharge,  he  shall  on  executing  an  assignment  of  his  estate 
and  effects,  to  trustees  named  by  his  creditors  under  the  direction  of 
the  court,  and  on  taking  the  oath  herein  prescribed,  be  forever  dis- 
charged from  all  suits  and  actions  then  pending  against  him,  and  from 
all  manner  of  debts  which  he  may  before  that  time  have  contracted.'* 

A  clause  of  the  6th  section  of  the  act  also  requires  to  be  set  out,  in 
order  to  enable  us  to  present  clearly  the  true  construction  which  that 
relied  on  by  the  defendants  should  receive.  After  directing  the  pro- 
ceedings which  should  be  had  in  case  the  creditors  make  an  allega- 
tion of  fraud,  it  proceeds  to  declare,  that  if  the  jury  find  the  debtor 
not  guilty  of  fraud,  he  shall  forthwith  be  discharged  from  the  custody 
of  the  sheriff,  and  from  all  manner  of  debts  which  he  may  before  that 
time  have  contracted.     2  Martinis  Digest,  446. 

The  two  cases  then,  in  which  the  legislature  have  declared  that 
the  debtor  shall  be  discharged  from  previous  debts  are:  1.  Where 
two  thirds  of  the  creditors  consent:  and,  2.  Where  they  make  an 
allegation  of  fraud,  and  that  allegation  is  found  untrue.  But  no 
such  consequence  is  declared  to  follow  the  non-attendance  of  the 
creditors  and  their  failure  to  consent,  or  object;  and  it  cannot  be  im- 
plied.   On  the  contrary,  the  presumption  is,  that  no  such  consequence 
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was  contemplated  bv  the  law-maker.  The  section  relied  on  merely 
states,  that  it  the  creditors  do  not  attend  the  debtor  shall  be  dischai^ed, 
(eiargi,)  that  is,  discharged  from  imprisonment  If  the  word  duh 
charged  conveyed  the  idea  that  the  debtor  was  released  from  his 
debts,  there  was  no  occasion  for  the  legislature  to  add  after  it,  in  the 
preceding,  and  succeeding  eecXxonSj  and  from  all  manner  of  debU; 
their  using  these  additional  terms  shows  that  they  did  not  confer  the 
word  discharged  wobld  have  that  effect  The  change  of  phraseology, 
indicates  a  change  of  intention,  and  neither  in  the  reason  of  the  thi^, 
nor  in  the  language  used,  are  we  authorised  to  say  that  the  mere  non- 
attendance  of  the  creditors  operated  a  release  of  their  debts.  This 
view  of  the  subject  becomes  conclusive  when  we  turn  our  attention 
to  the  French  text,  which,  at  the'time  this  statute  was  passed,  was  of 
equal  authority  with  the  English.  The  corresponding  term  used  in 
it,  to  discharge  is  elargiy  which  means  set  at  liberty,  and  does  not  at 
all  convey  the  idea,  of  a  release  from  debts. 

It  was  urged  the  defendant  might  come  under  the  protection  of  the 
6th  section  because  the  charge  of  fraud  had  been  miade  against  him 
by  his  creditors.  But  that  chai^  appears  to  have  been  made  ia 
error,  and  to  have  been  withdrawn  when  that  error  was  discovered. 
It  is  only  trial,  and  verdict  of  acquittal,  that  produces  the  consequence 
contended  for. 

In  reeard  to  that  portion  of  the  plaintiff's  claim  which  is  founded 
on  a  balance  due  for  the  partnership  affairs,  we  think  die  objection 
that  the  representatives  of  With  should  be  parties,  must  prevail  By 
the  decree  of  the  district  court  where  these  matters  were  once  liqui- 
dated, and  which  settled  as  far  as  was  then  possible  the  accounts  of 
the  partners,  it  was  declared,  that  after  the  debts  of  the  firm  should  be 
paid,  if  any  surplus  remained  it  will  go  to  the  discharge  of  the  com- 
mon debts  which  the  several  partners  may  have  against  the  joint 
concern.  By  this  action  it  is  attempted  to  establish  what  is  the  share 
of  the  debts  due  by  one  of  the  members  of  that  firm  to  it,  without 
all  the  partners  being  before  the  court  This  cannot  be  done,  nor  is 
the  case  of  the  plaintiff  made  stronger  by  showing,  that  since  that 
time  the  other  partner  has  been  paid  all  claims  he  may  have  had 
against  the  firm.  For  it  appears  by  the  terms  of  the  satisfaction 
entered  on  record  that  this  amount  was  settled  between  the  plaintiff 
and  the  other  partner  without  the  intervention  of  the  ancestor  of  the 
defendants,  consequently  as  to  the  person  they  represent  these  matters 
are  still  open,  and  all  must  be  ben)re  the  court  to  enable  a  final  set- 
tlement to  be  made. 

One  of  the  most  important  questions  in  this  case  is,  in  relation  to 
the  interest  due  on  the  private  account  By  the  contract  of  sale 
which  forms  the  principal  item  of  this  account,  the  plaintiff  sold  to 
Massicot  the  one  half  the  vendor's  interest  in  the  plantation  on  the 
same  terms,  clauses,  and  conditions,  that  he  had  acquired  it  And 
the  vendee  stipulated  that  he  would  stand  in  his  place.  One  of  the 
clauses  of  the  contract  by  which  the  vendor  acquired  the  property 
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was  that,  if  the  payments  were  not  regularly  made,  the  sums  due 
should  bear  interest  at  ten  per  cent.  An  objection  has  been  taken 
that,  by  the  contract,  the  purchaser  was  to  pay  other  persons  than 
the  seller,  and  that,  on  his  failure  to  comply  with  his  agreement,  and 
payment  by  the  vendor,  that  he  then  owed  to  the  latter,  and  that  the 
interests  ceased  to  run  from  that  moment.  But  we  are  of  opinion 
that  though  he  might  have  discharged  his  engagement  by  paying  the 
price  to  the  person  indicated  in  the  act,  his  failure  to  do  so  cannot 
place  him  in  any  better  situation  than  if  by  the  terms  of  the  agree- 
ment the  payment  was  to  have  been  made  to  the  seller.  The  money 
was  still  due,  and  the  interest  was  to  run  until  perfect  payment 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  probate  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  it  is  fur- 
ther  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  plaintiff  do  recover 
from  the  defendants  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  with  interest 
at  ten  per  cent.,  on  the  four  several  instalments  of  twelve  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  each,  from  the  time  they  became  due;  viz:  from  the 
15th  of  March,  1811,  the  I5th  of  March,  1812,  the  15th  of  March 
1813,  and  the  15th  of  March  1814,  with  costs  in  the  court  below, 
those  of  appeal  to  be  paid  by  the  plaintiff:  reserving  to  him  the  right 
to  assert  his  claim  in  relation  to  the  partnership  concerns  in  a  suit 
where  the  partners  or  their  representatives  are  parties  to  the  suit 

BrownsoHy  for  the  plaintiff. 

Simon,  for  the  defendants. 


Collins  et  al.  v.  Andrews.     VI,  N.  S.  190. 

A  cootract,  by  which  a  tator  agrees  to  paj  intersat  on  a  claim  doe  bj  the  minor,  on 

being  allowed  a  longer  term  of  credit,  b  not  void,  but  foidable. 
And  if  the  minor  is  not  injored  bj  it,  the  contract  will  not  be  set  aside. 
It  Is  the  duty  of  an  agent  to  proye  those  facts  which  will  discharge  him  from  responsl- 

bility  in  not  colli  cting  debts  put  into  his  hands  for  collection. 

FIFTH  District. 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 
This  suit  is  instituted  to  compel  the  defendant  to  render  an  account 
of  his  management  of  the  succession  of  Luke  Collins,  as  agent  of  the 
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plaintifls,  with  the  power  and  privileges  of  a  curator.  The  accounls 
by  him  rendered,  with  evidence  to  support  them,  were  submitted  to 
referees,  whose  report  was  adopted  by  the  district  court  as  the  basis 
of  its  judgment,  and  being  in  favor  of  the  defendant,  the  plainti^ 
appealed. 

Several  exceptions  were  filed  against  the  statement  made  by  the 
referees,  which  were  overruled  by  the  court  below.  The  objections 
to  the  report  were  founded  on  matters  of  fact;  and  as  the  facts  of  the 
cause  do  not  come  up  on  the  record,  they  can  not  be  regularly  noticed 
by  this  court 

The  case  presents  two  principal  questions  of  law.  The  first 
relates  to  the  legal  effects  of  an  instrument  of  compromise  and  mort- 
gage entered  into  by  the  widow  on  her  own  account,  and  that  of  the 
heirs  of  her  deceased  husband,  as  their  tutrix  by  nature,  with  the 
creditors  of  the  estate.  By  the  provisions  of  this  act,  time  was 
allowed  for  the  payment  of  the  debts,  and  a  mortgage  taken  on  the 
property  of  the  succession  to  secure  their  payment,  according  to  the 
terms  agreed  on,  together  with  interest  and  damages  which  might 
result  from  non-performance  on  the  part  of  the  obligors. 

The  second  question  arises  out  of  a  &ilure  on  the  part  of  the 
defendant  to  collect  a  part  of  the  debts  due  to  the  succession^  resulting 
from  a  sale  of  the  property  thereof,  effected  for  the  purpose  of  making 
payment  to  its  creditors. 

There  is  also  a  subsidiary  question  as  to  the  right  of  the  creditors 
to  recover  interest,  after  full  and  final  payment  to  their  agent  of  the 
principal  debts. 

Previous  to  entering  into  the  consideration  of  these  questions,  it  is 
propner  to  give  a  short  history  of  the  case:  Luke  Collins  died  owing 
considerable  debts  to  several  nersons;  at  the  time  of  his  death,  it 
seems  to  have  been  considered  that  his  succession  could  not  have  been 
sold,  unless  at  a  price  less  than  its  real  value;  and  for  this  reason,  lus 
widow,  in  her  own  right  as  a  partner  in  acquests  and  gains,  and  as 
tutrix  of  her  minor  children,  entered  into  the  agreement  above  stated 
with  the  creditors  of  the  community.  Having  miled  to  meet  the  pay- 
ment of  the  sums  therein  stipulated,  on  the  terms  prescribed,  the  pro- 
perty of  the  succession  was  sold  by  the  consent  of  all  persons  con- 
cerned therein,  widow,  heirs  and  creditors;  and  the  defendant  was 
appbinted  by  the  widow  and  heirs  to  collect  the  amount  for  which 
the  property  sold  on  certain  terms  of  credit,  and  was  also  empowered 
by  the  creditors  to  receive  and  hold  the  money  thus  collected  in  dis- 
charge of  their  claims  against  said  community  or  succession. 

As  to  the  first  of  these  questions  proposed,  arising  out  of  the  a(^  of 
mortgage  made  in  favor  of  the  creditors  by  the  widow  of  L.  Collins, 
so  &r  as  it  affects  the  rights  of  her  minor  children,  considered  exclu- 
sively as  a  compromise  respecting  their  rights,  being  entered  into 
without  the  authority  required  by  law,  it  was  perhaps  null  and  void, 
ab  initio.  See  old  Civil  Code,  p.  70,  art.  65,  and  10  Mart  726.  But 
a  tutor  may  pay  the  debts  of  a  succession  under  his  management,  and 
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in  rendering  an  account  of  the  position  of  his  affairs  to  the  heirs,  such 
payments  \vouI(J  certainly  be  properly  placed  to  his  credit.  In  the 
instance  before  the  court,  the  tutrix,  by  agreement,  prolonged  the 
time  of  payment,  evidently  with  the  intention  of  benefitting  her  minor 
children  by  preventing  a  sacrifice  of  their  father's  estate,  and  her  own 
property  as  partner  in  the  community. 

The  act,  it  is  believed,  may  be  viewed  as  one  entered  into  by  the 
tutrix  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  debts,  justly  owing  and  due,  from 
the  succession  of  the  intestate;  thus  viewed,  it  is  not  absolutely  void, 
but  only  voidable,  on  showing  injury  to  the  minors. 

Now  the  facts  of  the  case,  so  far  as  exhibited  by  the  record,  show 
that  no  damage  occurred  to  the  estate  of  the  minors,  in  consequence 
of  the  postponement  of  the  payment  of  the  debts  due  from  the  inheri- 
tance. Time  was  obtained  on  condition  of  paying  legal  interest,  on 
failure  of  payment  at  the  periods  stipulated  in  the  contract;,  opposed 
to  such  interest,  was  the  probable  profits  of  the  estate,  until  it  wsw 
sold,  which  may  fully  be  presumed  to  have  equalled  the  rate  of  inte- 
rest payable  on  the  debts.  Febrero,  p.  2,  lib.  2,  cap.  B,s.  2,  nos.  61, 
62  and  63. 

In  relation  to  the  rights  of  the  creditors  to  recover  interest,  the  prin* 
cipal  being  satisfied,  it  suffices  to  observe,  that  the  whole  amount,  both 
principal  and  interest,  of  their  claims  having  been  paid  into  the  hands 
of  their  agents;  if  the  interest  were  legally  due  at  the  time  the  money 
was  thus  received  it  was  imputable  to  the  payment  of  interest,  which 
was  consequently  paid  simultaneously  with  the  principal. 

The  second  question  is  m  relation  to  a  bill  of  exceptions  taken  to 
the  opinion  of  the  judge  a  quOy  by  which  he  required  the  plaintiflFs 
to  prove  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  defendant  in  not  recovering 
two  debts,  amounting  to  880  dollars,  due  to  the  succession  of  L* 
Collins.  The  authorities  on  this  subject  have  the  appearance  of  vari- 
ance; but  we  are  inclined  to  think  the  court  below  erred  in  throwing 
the  burthen  of  proof  on  the  plaintiffs.  It  is,  in  our  opinion,  incum* 
bent  on  the  defendant  to  show  the  occurrences  which  prevented  him 
from  collecting  the  sum  of  740  dollars  from  Ligot,  and  140  dollars 
from  Moore;  or,  in  other  words,  to  show  due  diligence.  See  llitfar- 
iiriy  190  el  seq. 

As  the  defendant  may  have  been  prevented  by  this  erroneous 
opinion  from  proving  his  diligence  in  endeavoring  to  collect  these 
sums,  it  is  proper  to  send  the  cause  back  for  a  new  trial. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  aimulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  that  the 
case  be  remanded  for  a  new  trial,  with  instructions  to  the  court  be- 
low to  require  the  defendant  to  prove  diligence;  and  the  appellant 
pay  costs  of  appeal. 

Todd  and  Simony  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Brownson  and  Bowen^  for  the  defendant. 
Vol.  III.— 68 
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Doucet  V.  Broussard  et  al    VI,  N.  S.  196. 

It  is  not  enential  that  a  pariah  judge  shoaki  atate  in  an  act  that  he  u  ex  tfieU  noCaij 

public 
In  a  donation  to  one  of  the  ■pooscs  in  a  contract  of  marriage,  the  poateritj  of  the  dooee, 

not  proceeding  from  the  marriage,  can  not  take. 
That  person  is  to  take  as  heir,  who  is  such  at  the  opening  of  the  succctsioo. 

FIFTH  District 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

This  case  presents  no  questions  of  fact;  those  of  law  which  arise 
on  it,  grow  out  of  the  clauses  contained  in  an  act  passed  between  the 
father  of  the  plaintiff,  and  his  step-mother  Francoise  Martin,  both  of 
whom  are  now  deceased. 

Previous  to  their  marriage,  they  made,  by  public  act,  an  agreement, 
in  which  it  is  stated,  ^  that  Francoise  Martin,  out  of  good  love  and 
affection  to  Jean  Pierre  Doucet,  inhabitant  of  the  Parish  of  St  Lan- 
dry, acknowledges  and  declares,  by  these  presents,  to  make  a  full 
and  entire  donation  of  the  whole  of  her  property  movable  and  im- 
movable, unto  the  said  Jean  Pierre  Doucet,  to  hold  the  said  pro- 
perty, and  every  part  thereof,  after  her  decease,  to  his  only  proper 
use  and  behoof.  However,  in  case  the  said  Jean  Pierre  Doncet  should 
depart  this  life  before  the  donor,  she  acknowledges  and  declares,  by 
these  presents,  and  it  is  her  wish  and  intention,  that  this  donation 
should  have  its  full  force  and  effect  in  favor  of  Pierre  Doucet.  the  son 
of  the  aforesaid  Jean  Pierre  Doucet." 

After  making  some  exceptions  in  favor  of  her  heirs,  and  of  one 
Ursin  Broussard,  who  is  also  a  party  to  this  suit,  the  act  proceeds  to 
state,  <<  the  conditions  of  this  donation  are  such,  that  whereas,  the 
said  Francoise  Martin  is  about  entering  into  the  bonds  of  marriage — 
now,  if  by  this  marriage  she  should  have  any  children,  then  the  pre- 
sent donation,  and  every  thing  therein  contained,  shall  be  null  and 
void,  for  her  intention  is  not  to  deprive  her  children  of  her  inheritance, 
or  any  part  thereof." 

The  marriage  contemplated  at  the  time  the  act  was  entered  into 
took  place,  and  terminated  by  the  death  of  the  husband,  Jean  Pierre 
Doucet,  without  any  children  having  proceeded  from  it  Sometime 
after  its  dissolution,  Francoise  Martin  intermarried  with  one  Joseph 
Savois,  and  the  marriage  was  dissolved  by  her  death.  Previous  to 
her  decease,  she  made  a  disposition  of  her  property  by  last  will  and 
testament,  in  which  she  gave  to  her  husband  the  use  and  enjoyment 
of  her  estate  during  his  life,  and,  at  his  decease,  directed,  that  after 
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certain  legacies  were  satisfied,  which  need  not  be  stated  in  detail,  the 
rest  of  her  property  should  go  to  such  of  her  heirs  as  were  capable  of 
inheriting  from  her. 

At  her  decease  she  left  a  sister,  who  was  married  to  one  Francois 
Breaud;  by  their  marriage  contract  it  was  provided,  that  in  case  he 
survived  her,  he  should  be  entitled  to  the  whole  of  her  estate;  this 
sister  died  previous  to  the  death  of  Savois,  the  husband. 

The  parties  before  the  court  are,  first,  the  plaintiff,  Doucet,  who, 
in  virtue  of  the  stipulations  entered  into  by  the  marriage  contract 
with  his  father,  claims  the  whole  of  the  estate:  the  executor  and 
legatees  of  the  will,  who  insist  on  its  validity,  and  contend  that  the 
donation  to  the  plaintiff  was  null  and  void:  and  lastly,  Francois 
Breaud,  and  the  more  remote  collateral  relations  of  the  testatrix,  who 
contest  the  right  to  the  residuary  portions  given  by  the  will  to  her 
legal  heirs.  Breand's  claim  is  in  the  right  of  his  wife,  who,  he  avers, 
was  the  nearest  relation  at  the  time  the  succession  was  opened.  His 
adversaries  reply,  that  it  was  not  the  nearest  relation  at  the  time  of 
the  testatrix's  decease  the  property  was  bequeathed  to,  but  the  most 
capable  of  inheriting  at  the  death  of  Savois;  and  that  the  sister  hav- 
ing died  without  issue  before  him  the  property  belongs  to  them. 

The  first  question  for  our  decision  is  presented  by  a  bill  of  excep- 
tions The  plaintiff  on  the  trial,  offered  in  support  of  his  claim,  the 
act  which  has  been  already  set  out,  and  its  reception  in  evidence  was 
objected  to,  because  it  purported  to  be  made  before  the  parish  judge, 
without  any  statement  in  the  instrument  that  he  was  ex  officio  notary 
public.  The  judge  of  the  first  instance  overruled  this  objection,  and, 
we  are  of  opinion,  correctly.  It  is  one  of  the  most  technical  kind, 
relying  for  support  on  the  letter  that  killeth,  rather  than  the  spirit  that 
giveth  life ;  and  it  can  not  be  sustained  even  by  the  principles  on  which 
it  was  advocated.  The  law  having  expressly  made  the  parish  judge 
ex  officio  notary  public,  the  latter  appellation  makes  no  part  of  his 
style  of  ofl5ce.  It  is  attached  to,  and  follows  that  of  judge,  when 
acting  in  a  notarial  capacity,  and  consequently,  there  was  no  necessity 
for  setting  it  out  in  the  act 

The  second,  and  by  far  the  most  important  question  in  the  cause, 
arises  out  of  the  instrument  passed  between  the  father  of  the  plaintiff, 
and  Francoise  Martin.  The  validity  of  the  donation  thus  made, 
depends  on  the  tnie  and  proper  construction  which  several  textual 
provisions  of  our  law  should  receive. 

The  211th  article  of  the  old  Code,  under  which  the  agreement  was 
made,  provides,  that  "  fathers  and  mothers,  the  other  ascendants,  the 
collateral  relations  of  either  of  the  spouses,  and  even  strangers,  may 
give  the  whole,  or  a  part  of  the  property,  they  shall  leave  on  the  day 
of  their  decease,  both  fdr  the  benefit  of  said  spouses,  and  for  that  of 
the  children  to  be  born  of  their  marriage,  in  case  the  donor  survives 
the  spouse  donee." 

<<  Such  a  donation,  though  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  spouses,  or 
of  one  of  them,  is  always  in  the  aforesaid  case  of  the  survivorship  of 
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of  the  dohor,  presnmed  to  be  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  diildren  of 
descendants,  to  proceed  from  that  marriage/' 

The  217th  article  of  the  same  work  declares,  that  ^  donation  made 
to  one  of  the  spouses  on  the  terms  of  the  articles  214  and  SIS,  fall,  if 
the  donor  survives  the  donee,  and  his  or  her  posterity. 

These  articles  are  taken  verbatim  from  the  1082d  and  1089th  arti- 
cles  of  the  Napoleon  Code,  and  a  good  deal  of  researdi  has  been 
exhibited  to  show  what  construction  these  provisions  have  received 
in  the  country  from  which  we  received  them.  The  weight  of  autho- 
rity appears  to  us  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  ground  assumed  by  the 
defendants.  There  are  some  writers,  it  is  true,  who  think  differently; 
but  on  the  other  side  are  found  the  greater  number,  among  them, 
those  names  which  have  rendered  the  itiodem  jurisprudence  of  France, 
familiar  to  foreign  nations.  Paillttte  on  the  lOS9th  art.  of  Nap. 
Code;  Merlin  Rep^  de  Juris,  verboy  laslitution  Contractuelle^  sect. 
12,  no  J  9;  Toullier,  vol.  5,  lib.  3,  tit.  2,  cap.  8,  no.  842;  Grenier, 
vol.  2,  29. 

It  is  true  as  has  been  urged  bv  the  counsel  for  the  plaintiff,  that  the 
expressions  in  the  217th  article,  his  or  her  posterity  authorise  an 
interpretation,  which  would  enable  the  children  of  the  donee  to  take, 
although  they  might  not  proceed  from  the  marriage;  and  it  is  true, 
there  is  no  such  provision  in  the  Napoleon  Code,  as  that  found  in 
ours,  that  when  the  law  is  clear  and  free  from  all  ambigmty,  the  let- 
ter must  not  be  disregarded,  on  pretence  of  pursuing  its  spirit.  But 
it  is  precisely  because  we  feel  that  it  is  not  clear  and  free  from  all 
ambiguity,  that  we  are  obliged  to  look  beyond  the  mere  literal  import 
of  the  terms  used  in  it  If  each  article  of  our  Code  was  construed 
singly,  without  reference  to  others  which  treat  of  the  same  subject, 
we  would  have  the  legislature,  in  many  cases,  doing  what  they  are 
never  presumed  to  do,  that  is,  enacting  contrary  provisions  on  the 
same  subject  matter. 

The  two  articles  of  our  Code  already  cited  when  brought  in  juxta- 
position, satisfy  us  that  the  jurists  of  France  have  wisely  interpreted 
tliem.  The  first  declares,  that  donations  of  this  kind  are  always 
presumed  to  be  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  children  of  the  marriage. 
This  declaration  is  wholly  irreconcileable  with  the  idea,  that  on  fai- 
lure of  children  of  the  marriage,  they  are  to  benefit  the  children  of  the 
donee  by  a  former  one.  Such  construction  would  mscke  the  2 1 1th  artir 
cle  of  no  force.  But  by  limiting  the  word  posterity  to  the  offspring  of 
the  marriage,  both  are  left  with  effect;  the  217th,  it  is  true,  somewhat 
restricted,  but  this  is  preferable  to  making  a  dead  letter  of  the  other. 

This  view  of  the  subject  disposes  of  the  question  raised  by  the 
express  gift  made  to  the  plaintiff,  considering  him  as  a  stranger,  and 
incapable  of  being  benefitted  by  the  contract  entered  into,  in  relation 
to  the  marriage;  then  the  donation  can  be  considered  in  no  other 
Ught  but  as  one  mortis  causa j  and  it  wants  the  formalities  necessary 
to  give  it  effect  as  such.  One  of  the  principal  reasons  given  by  the 
jurists  of  France  for  construing  the  word  posterity  in  a  restncted 
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sense  is,  that  the  donor  could  not  give  to  the  children  of  a  former 
marriage  by  name,  and  that  it  would  be  permitting  that  to  be  done 
indirectly,  which  could  not  be  done  directly,  to  allow  them  to  take  as 
children  of  the  donee.    See  Paillette:  MerHriy  loco  citato. 

As  to  the  question  raised  between  Breaux,  representing  the  rights 
of  his  deceased  wife,  and  the  more  distant  collateral  relations,  it  has  not* 
created  (he  slightest  difficulty  in  our  minds:  it  is  most  clearly  the  near- 
est heir  at  the  time  of  opening  the  succession  that  the  bequest  is  made 
to,  not  those  who  should  become  so  after  the  death  of  her  husband. 

It  is,  therefore  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  aflirmed,  with  costs. 

BrownsoHf  for  the  plaintiff. 

Simony  Bowen  and  Markham,  for  the  defendants. 


Landry  v.  Broussard.    VI,  N*  S.  JJ04, 

An  inetance  of  an  appeal  upon  an  improper  exception  to  interrogfttoriett. 

FIFTH  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  defendant,  sued  for  the  payment  of  the  price  of  a  tract  of  land, 
pleaded,  that  the  plaintiff  and  he  had  subsequently  agreed  to  rescind 
the  sale,  and  he  annexed  interrogatories  to  the  answer,  by  which  the 
plaintiff  was  called  on  to  state,  whether  or  not  such  an  agreement  had 
been  made. 

The  plaintiff  excepted  to  these  interrogatories  because  it  was  no 
where  alleged  in  them,  or  in  the  answer  of  the  defendant,  that  the 
property  had  been  delivered,  and  that  without  delivery,  no  such 
interrogatories  could  be  put  in  relation  to  immovable  property.  Civil 
Code,  no.  2255. 

If  the  case  was  before  us  in  such  a  shape,  that  the  question  here 
raised  could  be  gone  into,  the  exceptions  would  perhaps  be  found  to 
have  been  prematurely  taken.  They  would  rather  seem  to  belong 
to  observations  on  the  evidence,  than  be  an  objection  to  the  plaintifl's 
answering;  for  non  constat  that  the  defendant  might  not  have  proved 
the  delivery  by  other  testimony.  If  he  failed  to  offer  that  proof,  or 
if  it  could  not  be  received  by  a  want  of  proper  allegations  in  the 
answer,  the  exceptions  would  belong  to  another  stage  of  the  cause. 

68* 
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Bat  we  express  no  decided  opinion  on  this  point,  for  the  case  is 
not  such  a  one  as  we  can  take  cognisance  of  at  present  It  is  not 
every  erroneous  decision  of  the  inferior  courts  that  will  authorise  an 
appeal  to  this*  The  judgment  or  order  must  be  such  as  may  work 
an  irreparable  grievance,  or  in  other  words  it  mutX  be  one  that  can- 
not be  remedied  after  final  judgment.  Admitting  therefore  that  being 
compelled  to  tell  the  truth  is  a  great  grievance  to  the  plaintiflf,  we 
cannot  consider  it  an  irreparable  one.  Any  injury  he  may  sustain 
from  it  can  be  corrected  after  the  case  is  finally  disposed  of  below. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  this  appeal  be 
dismissed,  with  costs. 

Simon,  for  the  plaintiff. 

Batoen,  for  the  defendant. 


Bawle  V.  Fennessey.    VI,  N.  S*  204* 

FIFTH  District. 

Decidedy  iotidem  verbis,  that  a  party  to  a  public  act,  who  has  not 
a  counter.letter,  cannot  be  permitted  to  prove  that  it  was  feigned  and 
simulated. 


Labolais  r.  Bernard.    VI,  N.  S.  206. 

A  pirij  who  has  tgieed  to  p^  damafet  ibr  a  trefpaai  oa  the  pUiotiff**  kiid»  cannot 
aUafO  hia  error  aa  to  the  title  of  the  plaintiff  without  profing  it. 

FIFTH  District 

Matmews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  action  is  founded  on  a  written  promise  of  the  defendant  to 
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pay  to  the  plaintiff  the  sum  of  305  dollars;  judgment  was  rendered 
in  favor  of  the  latter  in  the  district  court,  from  which  the  former  ap- 
pealed 

The  promise,  as  it  appears  from  the  evidence  of  the  case,  was 
Blade  in  consequence  of  a  transaction  which  took  place  between  the 
parties  to  the  suit,  relative  to  timber  which  the  defendant  had  taken 
fiom  the  land  of  the  plaintiff.  The  defence  set  up  against  the  right  of 
recovery,  is  error  in  the  transaction  or  compromise.  The  appellant 
alleges  that  the  land  from  which  he  took  the  timber  is  not  the  property 
of  the  appellee.  He  certainly  recognised  it  as  belonging  to  the  latter 
by  the  compromise,  and  we  are  unable  to  discover  any  evidence  on 
the  record  which  shows  that  this  recognition  was  made  in  error. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Brownsorij  for  the  plaintiff. 

Markham  and  Simony  for  the  defendant. 


Coleman  et  al.  v.  Breaud.     VI,  N.  S.  207. 

A  copy  firom  a  regiBter*!  office  in  another  etate»  doea  nol  diapenae  wHh  Uie  prodootioo  of 

the  original  deed. 
When  the  record  does  not  ahow  the  law  that  rtgolatea  oontracta  entered  into  abroad,  the 

court  testa  them  by  the  laws  of  this  state. 

FIFTH  District. 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

The  record  in  the  present  case  contains  a  history  of  the  proceedings 
in  two  suits  which  were  consolidated  and  in  that  shape  tried  in  the 
court  below;  one  commenced  by  Coleman  and  Nelson,  claiming  to 
recover  from  the  defendant  certain  slaves,  to  which  they  alleged  title 
in  themselves,  supported  by  a  deed  of  trust  from  one  Barfield;  the 
other  brought  by  said  Barfield,  in  which  he  claims  the  property  as 
belonging  to  him.  There  was  judgment  in  the  district  court  for  the 
defendant  and  the  plaintifis  appealed. 

The  first  evidence  offered  in  support  of  the  claim  of  the  trustees  is 
a  certified  copy  of  the  deed  on  which  they  rely,  taken  from  a  record- 
ing officer  in  the  state  of  Tennessee.  The  introduction  of  this  piece 
of  evidence  was  opposed  by  the  counsel  for  the  defendant,  on  two 


Digitized  by 


Google 


81S  SUPREME  COURT. 

[CofeoMa  ei  tiL  9,  Bteaod.] 

grounds,  1.  As  not  having  been  certified  according  to  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  Congress  made  for  such  cases:  2.  Because  the  original 
deed  was  not  accounted  for.  The  opposition  was  sustained  by  the 
court  beloW)  and  a  bill  of  exceptions  was  taken  on  the  part  of  the 
piaintiflfs.  We  are  of  opinion  the  judge  a  quo  acted  correctly  in  re- 
jecting the  evidence  in  the  shape  in  which  it  was  offered:  the  original 
deed  should  have  been  produced  or  its  loss,  or  some  other  circom- 
.  stance  proved,  showing  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  appellants. 

Many  attempts  were  made  to  obtain  the  testimony  of  witnesses  by 
depositions,  to  support  the  claim  of  the  plaintiffs;  all  these  were  re- 
jected by  the  district  court  as  having  been  illegally  taken;  we  have 
examined  the  bills  of  exception,  which  relate  to  the  opinions  of  the 
judge  a  quOf  by  which  he  rejected  the  testimony,  and  believe  that 
thev  are  correct  in  every  instance. 

The  claim  of  the  trustees  is  wholly  unsupported  by  evidence,  and 
must  therefore  be  dismissed  without  commeut  The  only  testimony 
found  on  the  record  in  support  of  Barfield's  title  to  the  slaves  in  dis- 
pute is  that  of  two  witnesses,  Meltz  and  Hudgens.  They  prove  that 
the  plaintiff  held  the  negroes  in  possession  in  the  territory  of  Arkan- 
sas, and  delivered  them  to  one  Haralson,  under  whom  the  defendant 
claims  title,  to  be  brought  to  the  state  of  Louisiana,  and  hired  out  for 
the  benefit  of  the  pretended  owner.  The  jury  to  whom  the  case  was 
submitted  seem  by  their  verdict  to  have  discredited  this  story  about 
the  hiring;  and  if  the  case  were  to  be  governed  by  laws  which  au- 
thorise the  transfer  of  slaves  by  parol,  in  pursuance  of  this  verdict, 
the  title  might  be  presumed  to  have  accompanied  the  tradition  to 
Haralson,  which  he  has  regularly  passed  to  the  defendant. 

But  as  there  is  no  evidence  in  the  case  which  shows  that  it  must 
be  ^verned  by  foreign  laws  and  the  provisions  of  those  laws  on  the 
subject,  it  is  properly  to  be  subjected  to  the  influence  of  the  laws  of 
Louisiana:  and  according  to  the'  principles  therein  contained,  pos- 
session is  not  evidence  of  title  to  slaves,  for  they  must  be  transferred 
by  written  evidence  of  title.  It  is  true,  that  there  maybe  exceptions 
to  the  rule  established  by  our  laws,  e.  ^.,  in  relation  to  the  offspring 
of  female  slaves  bom  while  in  the  possession  of  the  masters. 

In  the  present  case  the  plaintiff  Barfield,  does  not  bring  himself 
within  any  exceptions  to  the  rule,  and  consequently,  has  shown  no 
title  to  the  property  claimed  in  his  petition. 

The  whole  circumstances  of  the  case  so  far  as  disclosed  by  the 
record,  do  not  in  our  opinion  call  for  the  interference  of  this  court,  to 
reverse  the  judgment  of  the  district  court  and  to  enter  one  of  non- ' 
suit 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Baker ^  for  the  plaintiff.  p  ^ 

Simon  and  Brownson^  for  the  defendant. 
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Miles  V.  Oden  et  al.     VI,  N.  S.  211 . 

FIFTH  District. 

If  the  plaintiflf  proced  to  final  judgment  without  the  defendant 
having  answered,  and  without  having  taken  judgment  by  default, 
the  final  judgment  will  be  set  aside,  as  the  conlesiaiio  litis  was  not 
formed  by  the  pleadings. 


Rizate^  aL  v.  Ponsony.     VI,  N.  S.  212. 

FIFTH  District 

The  district  court  is  without  jurisdiction  in  a  suit  to  compel  a  tutor, 
whose  office  is  expired,  to  account  and  pay  the  balance  in  his  hands. 


M'Donough  v.  Rogers.     VI,  N.  S.  212. 

FIFTH  District. 

No  appeal  lies  from  an  order  directing  plaintiff  to  answer  interro- 
gatories. The  delay  that  the  plaintiff  feared,  and  alleges  for  injury, 
is  only  increased  by  the  appeal.  If  the  answer  be  wrongly  exacted, 
that  may  be  made  appear  after  it  is  put  in,  as  well  as  here  on  appeal 
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Latiolais  v.  Richard.     VI,  N.  S.  213. 

The  bare  circomfUnce  of  loc  ation  can  giwe  no  additional  force  to  a  claim  in  oppoaitkm 

to  another  ori|^inallj  «tron|rer  by  its  a^  and  locality. 
The  operationa  of  aunreyora  cannot  derogate  from  daims  to  land  recognised  by  the 

proper  officers  of  the  United  Statea. 

FIFTH  District. 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

The  present  case  presents  a  dispute  concerning  four  arpents  of 
land  fronling  on  the  bayou  Vermillion,  with  the  ordinary  depth  of 
forty,  situated  in  a  place  called  the  Mauvaise  Prairie.  The  plaintiff 
obtained  judgment  in  the  court  below,  from  which  the  defendant 
appealed. 

The  evidences  of  the  titles  adduced  on  the  part  of  the  former,  show 
that  he  had  acquired  a  right  to  eighteen  arpents  front  on  the  bayou 
above  stated,  with  the  ordinary  depth.  The  defendant  shows  a  title 
to  twenty  arpents  front,  &c.  on  the  said  bayou. 

Surveys  of  the  claims  of  both  parties  are  exhibited,  purporting  to 
have  been  made  by  a  surveyor  of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance  of 
certificates  of  confirmation  issued  by  the  land  commissioners,  and 
under  orders  of  the  principal  deputy  surveyor  for  the  western  district 
of  the  state  of  Louisiana,  &c  Some  time  after  the  return  of  the  sur- 
vey made  for  the  plaintiff,  to  the  office  of  the  principal  deputy 
surveyor,  and  subsequent  to  his  approval  of  the  same,  he  (the  plain- 
tiff) disapproved  of  the  manner  in  which  his  land  had  been  located, 
as  not  being  in  conformity  with  his  original  titles. — These  titles  are 
supported  by  two  requeies  and  orders  of  survey,  one  in  favor  of  a 
person  named  Zerringue,  and  the  other  of  Provost,  who  acquired  the 
right  of  the  former  and  transferred  both  it  and  his  own  to  the  appel- 
lee.— The  title  or  rather  claim  of  Zerringue,  calls  for  the  land  of 
Fusillier,  above  on  the  bayou,  and  vacant  or  unappropriated  land 
below.  The  requeie  of  Provost  requires  as  limits  oi  the  land  peti- 
tioned for,  the  boundary  of  one  Carrier  below,  and  that  of  Zerringue 
above.  The  surveys  of  these  claims  were  made  for  the  benefit  of 
the  plaintiff  under  the  inspection  and  instructions  of  his  agent  Fran- 
cois Carmouche,  (who  figures  as  a  principal  witness  in  the  cause,) 
and  were  executed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  unite  them  by  limiting  the 
lower  on  the  line  of  Carrier,  and  running  up  the  bayou  for  the  quan- 
tity of  eighteen  arpents,  the  whole  amount  required  to  fill  their 
measure.     Thus  executed,  the  extent  of  both  the  surveys  (as  it 
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appears  by  the  evidence  of  the  cause)  did  not  reach  the  limit  of 
Fusillier's  land,  nor  did  that  made  under  Zerringue's  claim,  include 
a  field  which  he  had  cultivated,  although  it  seems  to  have  included 
the  site  of  his  building  at  no  great  distance  from  the  centre  of  the 
eight  arpents  as  surveyed.  Some  time  after  the  plats  of  survey, 
made  in  the  manner  and  under  the  circumstances  above  stated,  the 
defendant  caused  his  claim  to  be  located  adjoining  the  upper  limit  of 
the  plaintiflfs  land.  These  are  the  most  important  facts,  necessary 
to  be  noticed  in  the  decision  of  the  cause;  and  from  which  a  sole 
question  arises,  whether  the  plaintiff  can  legally  be  permitted  so  to 
alter  the  location  of  his  claims  in  such  a  manner  as  to  recover  from 
the  defendant  the  land  in  dispute. 

According  to  the  whole  evidence  of  the  case  no  doubt  can  be  enter- 
tained of  the  preference  to  which  Zerringue's  claim  was  entitled  over 
that  of  the  defendant,  in  its  location,  and  that  consequently  the  plain- 
tiff who  is  now  the  proprietor  thereof,  might  have  caused  it  to  be 
placed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  have  embraced  the  land  claimed  in 
the  present  suit. 

It  is  believed  that  the  alteration  required  by  him  ought  to  be  per- 
mitted unless  it  has  a  direct  tendency  to  invade  the  rights  of  the 
defendant  legally  acquired  and  vested.  We  must  therefore  inquire 
into  the  title  setup  in  his  defence.  This  is,  similar  to  that  of  the 
plaintiff,  except  that  it  is  a  later  date  and  did  not  call  for  the  place  in 
which  it  has  been  located.  The  bare  construction  of  its  location  can 
give  it  no  new  or  additional  force  in  opposition  to  a  claim  stronger 
originally  by  its  greater  age  and  definitej  locality.  The  operations  of 
the  surveyors  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  add  to  or  derogate  from 
rights  and  claims  of  individuals,  to  land  as  recognised  by  tne  proper 
officers  of  the  government  of  the  United  States.  The  order  of  the 
principal  deputy  surveyor,  in  pursuance  of  which  the  claim  of  the 
defendant  seems  to  have  been  located,  caonot  impair  the  right  of  the 
plaintiff.  The  surveys  made  and  returned  by  Johnston,  the  deputy 
surveyor,  apparently  executed  under  the  directions  of  an  agent  au- 
thorised by  the  appellee  and  acquiesced  in  by  the  latter  for  some  time, 
may  be  considered  as  having  been  made  in  error,  and  ignorance  of 
facts,  which  would  have  justified  him  in  requirins:  a  different  location 
of  the  claim  derived  from  Zerringue,  and  such  as  he  now  insists  on. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Brownson^  for  the  plaintiff. 

Simon  and  Markhaniy  for  the  defendants. 
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Perry  v.  Frilot.     VI,  N.  S.  217. 

TIm  promiM  of  a  &tber  to  pmj  part  of  the  d«bt  of  hit  iofolTent  fon,  to  a  creditor,  (who 
aHa^oa  fraiMl  in  the  inaolvent,  and  throatani  a  proteeotion,  and  promites  to  prooore  a 
diaeharfe  fiiMD  the  creditors,  oo  being  aeeored)  ia  without  a  good  eooaideration  and 
void. 

t 

FIFTH  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  case  presents  a  single  qnestion,  but  it  is  one  which  has  arisen 
for  the  first  time  in  this  state,  and  it  is  of  considerable  importance. 

The  son  of  the  defendant  was  indebted  to  the  plaintiff  and  became 
insolvent.  After  the  filing  of  his  bilan,  or  immediately  previous 
thereto,  the  plaintiff  called  on  his  father  and  told  him  that  his  son 
bad  acted  fraudulently  in  his  failure,  and  that  unless  he,  the  father, 
would  pay  a  proportion  of  the  debt  due  the  plaintiff,  he  would  prose- 
cute the  son  criminally;  but  if  the  defendant  would  comply  with  the 
demand,  the  plaintiff  would  obtain  a  discharge  from  the  other  credi- 
tors, and  give  his  own. 

It  appears  clearly,  from  the  evidence,  that  the  defendant,  influenced 
by  these  menaces,  and  moved  by  parental  affection,  gave  his  three 
several  notes  to  the  plaintiff,  payable  at  different  times,  for  800  dol- 
lars each;  that  these  notes  were  afterwards  surrendered  and  in  lieu 
of  them,  the  three  obligations,  given,  on  which  this  suit  is  brought. 

The  defendant  sets  up,  as  a  defence  to  the  payment,  the  illegality 
of  the  consideration;  he  asserts  the  notes  to  be  null  and  void. 

The  evidence  does  not  show  whether  the  conduct  of  the  son  was 
fraudulent  or  not.  But  the  want  of  proof  on  this  head  cannot  affect 
the  conclusion  to  which  our  duty  requires  us  to  come.  .If  it  was  not 
fraudulent,  the  plaintiff  practised  a  gross  fraud  and  deception  on  the 
defendant.  If  it  was  fraudulent,  he  cannot  make  the  promise  to  con- 
ceal that  fraud  the  basis  of  an  action  in  a  court  of  justice.  The  con- 
sideration was  immoral,  and  society  cannot  lend  its  aid  to  enforce  ob- 
ligations entered  into  in  contravention  of  those  regulations  which 
have  for  their  object  the  enforcement  of  a  great  purpose  of  public 
policy.  The  rules  established  by  the  legislature  in  relation  to  insol- 
vent debtors  are  intimately  connected  with  private  fiiith;  public 
morals;  the  maintenance  and  extension  of  that  commerce  which  must 
rest,  in  a  great  measure,  on  credit;  and  that  confidence  which  man 
can  repose  in  his  fellow  man.  Their  end  is  twofold,  to  protect  and 
relieve  the  unfortunate,  and  to  punish  the  fraudulent.    The  considera- 
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tion  held  out  by  the  defendant  to  the  plaintiff  for  these  notes,  was  a 
promise  to  defeat  the  latter  purpose.  Not  only  did  he  engage  to  be 
inactive  and  remain  silent  where  his  duty  as  a  citizen  required  him 
to  speak  out,  but  he  promised  he  would  get  the  other  creditors  to  sign; 
that  is,  that  he  would  deceive  them,  and  deceive  his  country  too, 
which  punishes  with  infamy,  and  the  pains  and  penalties  attached  to 
perjury,  the  debtor  who  acts  fraudulently  in  making  a  surrender  of 
bis  effects.  The  defendant's  counsel  has  read  from  English  and 
American  reports  to  show  that,  in  cases  like  this,  courts  of  justice 
have  refused  to  enforce  obligations  made  in  contravention  of  the 
policy  of  their  bankrupt  laws.  They  go  the  whole  length  for  which 
the  appellant  contends.  But  we  do  not  re^t  our  judgment  on  them. 
The  principles  which  repel  the  action  are  in  our  own  law.  They 
make  a  part  of  the  very  elements  of  which  society  is  formed.  An 
obligation  with  an  unlawful  cause,  says  our  Code,  can  have  no  effect. 
The  cause,  says  the  same  work,  is  illicit  when  it  is  forbidden  by  law, 
when  it  is  contrary  to  bonos  mores,  or  to  public  order.  That  the  cause 
or  the  obligation  on  which  this  suit  was  brought  was  such,  not  a 
doubt  exists  in  our  minds.  Civil  Code,  264,  arts.  31  and  33;  Acts  of 
the  Leg.  1817, 136,21;3Caines,212;  3Durnford&East,17;9  Johns. 
Rep.  295;  12  Ibid.  S06;  2  Dumford  &  East,  763. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Brownsonf  for  the  plaintiff. 

Baker,  for  the  defendant 


Police  Jury  of  the  Parish  of  Lafayette  v.  Reeves. 

VI,N.  S.  221. 

If  land  be  giTen,  on  condition  that  tbo  public  buildings  be  erected  thereon,  it  revertf  to 

the  donor,  on  the  seat  of  justice  of  the  parinb  being  moved  to  another  spot 
Bat  the  police  jury  may  remove  the  buildings  they  erected  thereon. 

FIFTH  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 
In  this  case,  the  persons  under  whom  the  defendant  claims,  made, 
iotis  seing  privk,  a  proposition  to  the  Parish  of  La  Fayette  that,  if  the 
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cpmifDissjpnere  of  the  Parish  <<  should  come  to  the  decision  of  fixing 
the  courthouse  aome  where  near  the  Vermillion  Bridge,  upon  the 
land  of  the  donors,  they  would  each  make  a  donation  of  two  saper- 
ficial  arpents  of  land."  The  commissioners  accepted  the  offer,  and 
the  donation  was  made  by  public  act,  on  the  conditions  stated  in  the 
instrnmeqt  under  private  signature.  The  erection  of  the  public 
buildings  was  commenced  by  placing  a  jail  on  the  property  giren. 

By  an  act  of  the  legislature  passed  subsequent  to  this  contract,  the 
right  of  fixing  the  seat  of  justice  was  vested  in  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Parish,  to  be  decided  by  the  majority  of  votes.  Their  decision  was 
that  it  should  be  removed  from  the  place  fixed  on  by  the  commit- 
woners. 

The  petition  sets  out  the  plaintiffs'  case  at  great  kngth;  states  that 
their  title  to  the  property  is  complete^  by  the  act  of  donation;  aveis 
that  the  defendant  has  taken  forcible  and  illegal  possession  of  the 
premises;  prays  that  they  may  be  quieted  in  their  title,  and  that  if 
their  title  be  not  good,  they  may  be  at  liberty  to  remove  the  jail. 

The  answer  of  the  defendant  sets  up  various  objections  to  ibe 
plaintiffs'  right  of  recovery,  asserts  a  title  to  the  property  claimed, 
wd  states,  that  the  donation  being  made  on  the  condition  that  the 
seat  of  justice  should  be  fixed  on  the  land  of  the  donors,  the  removal 
\Q  another  piaoe  rendered  the  donation  void  and  of  no  effect. 

The  judge  who  heard  the  cause  was  of  opinion  and  so  decreed, 
<<  that  the  plaintiffs  should  be  quieted  in  their  title  and  possession,  of 
the  lot  of  ground  claimed  by  them  and  the  edifices  erected  thereon — 
that  the  defendant  be  enjoined  from  interfering  in  the  full  enjoyment 
of  the  same  or  the  removal  of  the  public  prison,  and  that  the  defend- 
ant pay  costs;  without  prejudice,  however,  to  any  claim  of  the 
defendant  to  recover  back  the  lot  according  to  the  conditions  of  the 
donation,  if  the  police  jury  should  remove  the  prison  from  the  same.'' 

We  are  of  opinion  this  decree  is  erroneous,  llie  case  is  one  of 
the  utmost  simplicity. 

The  donation  being  made  on  the  condition  that  the  courthouse 
should  be  placed  on  the  land  given,  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  jus- 
tice to  another  place,  dissolved  the  contract,  and  gave  a  right  to  the 
donors,  or  their  assignee,  to  take  back  the  property  given.  Civil  Code, 
274,  art.  83. 

But  the  buildings  being  placed  there  in  good  faith,  the  Parish  had 
a  right,  either  to  have  the  materials,  or  the  price,  as  the  defendant 
may  choose.    Civil  Code,  104,  art.  12. 

The  decree,  reserving  to  the  defendant,  the  right  to  annul  the  con- 
tract by  suit,  in  case  the  jury  should  remove  the  jail,  is  founded,  on 
two  errors,  one  of  fact,  and  one  of  law. 

O/facij  in  supposing  the  placing  of  the  jail  there  to  have  been  the 
condition  of  the  gift,  whereas,  by  the  terms  of  the  contract,  it  was  the 
courthouse  that  was  to  be  fixed  on  the  land  given.  If  the  words  of 
the  donation  had  even  been  public  buildings,  we  should  have  come 
lo  the  same  conclusion,  for  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  any  man  in 
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his  senses  would  make  a  donation  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  jail 
placed  at  his  door,  though  he  might  well  be  presumed  willing  to  give 
a  part  of  his  land  that  the  rest  might  increase  in  value,  by  having 
the  seat  of  justice  fixed  at  it,  and  the  town  erected  thereon,  which 
would  necessarily  grow  around  the  place  where  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  parish  were  so  often  compelled  to  assemble. 

0/laWj  in  deciding,  that  in  case  the  plaintiffs  should  put  in  execu- 
tion the  decree  rendered  in  their  favor,  the  defendant  should  have  a 
right  of  action  against  them.  Such  circuity  of  proceeding  is  unknown 
to  our  jurisprudence.  If  the  execution  of  the  judgment  conferred  a 
right  of  action,  it  furnished  the  best  possible  reason  why  it  should  not 
have  been  rendered.  It  is  true  our  Code  declares  that  the  dissolving 
condition  which  is  always  understood  in  synallagmatic  agreements  in 
case  of  either  party  failing  to  comply  with  his  engagement,  does  not 
dissolve  the  contract  of  right— that  the  dissolution  must  be  sued  for 
at  law.  But  where,  from  the  situation  of  the  parties  before  the  court, 
the  plaintiff  seeks  to  do  something  contrary  to  his  agreement,  the 
defendant  may  well  offer  that  agreement  as  a  defence;  though,  if  the 
former  had  done  it  without  the  aid  of  the  law,  the  latter  might  have 
been  obliged  to  sue  for  a  dissolution  of  the  contract.  It  is  doing  a 
vain  thing  for  a  tribunal  to  give  a  decree,  which,  by  its  very  lan- 
guage, is  to  be  the  foundation  of  another  suit.  It  is  sowing  the  seeds 
of  litigation  instead  of  cutting  it  down. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  iud^ment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  ana  it  is  fur- 
ther ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed  that  the  donations  to  the  plaintiffs 
of  the  property  mentioned  in  the  petition,  be  annulled  and  avoided^ 
and  that  the  defendant  be  quieted  in  his  title  to  and  possession  of  the 
same;  and  it  is  further  ordered  and  decreed,  that,  unless  the  defendant, 
within  sixty  days  from  the  rendition  of  this  decree,  pay  to  the  plain- 
tiffs the  value  of  the  materials  of  the  buildings  erected  by  them  on 
his  land,  they  have  liberty  to  enter  thereon  and  remove  the  same. 
It  is  further  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  defendant  pay 
costs  in  the  court  of  the  first  instance,  and  the  plaintifls  those  of  ap- 
peal. 

Simon  and  Bowen,  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Srownson  and  Davis,  for  the  defendant. 
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Judice's  Heirs  v.  Brent     VI,  N-  S.  226. 

FIFTH  District 

A  case  of  facts.    The  only  point  of  law  decided  therein  is^  that  the 
plea  of  the  general  issue  is  waived  by  that  of  payment 


Erwin  v.  Fenwick.     VI,  N.  S.  229. 

Damafes  cannot  be  claimed,  on  a  contract  to  deliver  alaves,  till  the  party  ia  im  defay, 

aIthoa|rh  the  day  of  delivery  be  fixed  by  the  contract 
The  patting  the  debtor  im  detajf  ia  a  condition  precedent  to  recovery,  and  Deed  not  be 

pleaded  in  defisnoe. 

FIFTH  District 

PoRTBRy  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

This  action  is  brought  on  an  agreennent  entered  into  in  writing,  be- 
tween the  plaintiff  and  defendant,  by  which  the  latter  promised  and 
obliged  himself  to  deliver  at  the  principal  plantation  of  the  former,  in 
the  parish  of  Iberville,  twenty  slaves,  ten  of  whom  were  to  be  males, 
and  ten  females,  for  the  sum  of  10,000  dollars,  payable  in  notes  of 
the  plaintiff,  at  one  and  two  years. 

The  petition  charges,  that  the  defendant  has  failed  to  comply  with 
his  agreement;  avers  that  the  petitioner  was  ever  ready  and  willing 
to  perform  his  part  of  it;  and  states  the  damages  at  9,000  dollars. 

The  answer  sets  up  several  grounds  of  defence,  which  do  not  re- 
quire to  be  set  forth  particularly.  The  issues  joined  between  the 
parties  were  submitted  to  a  jury  who  found  a  verdict -in  favor  of  the 
plaintiff  for  500  dollars.    The  defendant  appealed. 

It  has  been  contended  in  this  court,  as  it  was  in  that  of  the  first 
instance,  that  no  damages  were  due  to  the  plaintiff  for  the  breach  of 
the  agreement  until  the  defendant  was  in  default  (en  demeure)  by  a 
judicial  interpellation^  or  some  act  equivalent  thereto;  that  this  is  an 
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indispensable  act  on  the  part  of  the  obligee  of  a  contT&ct  for  the  de- 
livery of  a  specific  thing,  before  any  claim  can  be  made  for  non-per- 
formance; and  that  until  it  is  done,  the  obligor  has  the  legal  right  to 
discharge  his  contract  by  a  specific  performance,  though  the  time 
should  have  elapsed  within  which  it  was  to  be  discharged. 

With  the  exception  of  the  case  of  Brj^ant  v.  Cox,  which  went  off 
on  another  ground,  this  is  the  first  time  in  our  experience  that  such  a 
defence  has  been  offered,  though  the  cases  in  which  it  might  have 
been  made  frequently  presented  themselves.  It  is  one  which  cannot 
but  be  felt  to  have  but  little  relation  to  the  merits  of  the  case,  and 
not  likely  to  promote  its  equity.  Yet  so  clear  and  positive  is  our  legis- 
lation on  this  subject,  that  we  have  been  compelled,  though  slowly 
and  reluctantly,  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  must  prevail.  S 
N.  S.  574. 

The  doctrine  on  which  it  rests,  like  most  of  the  others  in  our  juris- 
prudence, had  its  origin  in  the  Roman  law.  In  that  system,  however, 
it  was  limited  in  such  a  manner  as  to  meet,  in  general,  the  intentions 
of  the  parties,  and  was  entirely  conformable  to  reason  and  common 
sense.  It  was  confined  to  those  cases,  where,  by  the  terms  of  the 
contract,  no  particular  time  was  fixed  for  the  performance,  and  the 
necessity  of  calling  on  the  obligor  before  there  was,  in  the  eye  of  the 
law,  a  breach  of  his  agreement,  arose  from  the  consideration  that  it 
was  presumable  it  was  to  be  discharged  at  the  demand  of  the  obligee, 
and  not  before.  From  Rome,  this  principle  was  carried  into  France 
where  it  was  extended  to  all  agreements,  whether  a  certain  period 
was  fixed  for  discharging  them  or  not.  The  utility  and  wisdom  of 
such  regulations  are  certainly  not  obvious  to  this  court  But,  con- 
siderations of  this  kind  belong  to  that  branch  of  the  government  which 
nakes  laws,  nor  that  which  expounds  them.  Our  legislature  have 
adopted,  in  its  entire  extent,  the  rules  which  are  established  in  France, 
and  we  have  no  alternative  but  to  enforce  them.  ToulUery  vol  6, 
/tA.3,  cap,  3,no.  241. 

This  contract  took  place  under  the  dominion  of  the  old  Code.  The 
46th  article  of  that  work,  page  268,  declares,  that  <^  damages  are 
due  only  when  the  .debtor  has  delayed  {esl  en  demeure)  to  fulfil  his 
obligation;  except,  however,  when  the  thing  which  the  debtor  had 
obliged  himself  to  give,  or  do,  could  have  been  given,  or  done,  only  at 
a  certain  time,  which  he  has  suffered  to  elapse.'^ 

This  article,  if  it  stood  alone,  would  certainly  leave  it  open  for 
construction  to  say  when  the  debtor  was  in  delay  in  not  performing 
hie  contract;  and  the  most  obvious  interpretation  would  be,  that  he 
was  so  when  the  contract  had  prescribed  a  fixed  period  for  perfor- 
mance, and  that  period  was  suffered  to  elapse  without  the  obligation 
being  fulfilled. 

But  the  law-maker  has  been  careful  to  exclude  any  such  meaning 
being  attached  to  these  expressions,  for  in  another  article  it  is  stated, 
that  <<  the  debtor  is  considered  as  having  delayed  (conslitue  en  de- 
meure)  the  delivery,  after  he  has  been  required  to  deliver,  either  by 
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summons,  or  by  any  equivalent  act,  or  by  theeffect  of  the  agreenftent, 
when  it  is  stipulated,  that  without  the  necessity  of  any  act  but  by  the 
mere  expiration  of  the  time  fixed,  the  debtor  shall  be  in  default" 
Civil  Code,  266,  art.  39. 

If,  therefore,  damages  are  only  due  from  the  time  the  debtor  is 
placed  in  default  {en  demeure),  and  he  be  not  in  default  until  sum- 
moned or  called  on  to  perform  by  some  equivalent  act,  the  conclusion 
is  irresistible,  that  in  a  case  such  as  this,  where  he  has  not  been  so 
placed,  no  damages  can  be  recovered. 

The  laws  of  Spain  put  the  debtor  en  mora  from  the  day  the 
agreement  was  to  be  fulfilled,  without  requiring  any  act  on  the  pan 
of  the  creditor.  It  occurred  to  us  that  these  provisions  might  come 
within  a  rule  we  have  often  applied  to  the  construction  of  our  Code, 
that  subsequent  laws  do  not  repeal  former  ones  by  containing  difle- 
rent  provisions  on  the  same  matter;  that  they  must  be  contrary;  that 
the  re-enacting  general  provisions  existing  in  our  former  laws,  and 
inserting  them  in  our  Code  did  not  repeal  the  exceptions  which  at- 
tended these  provisions  in  the  system  from  which  they  are  taken. 
Curia  PhWipica^  lib.  2,  cap.  7,  verba  Page,  no.  7. 

But  this  rule  can  not  benefit  the  plaintiff  in  the  instance  before  us, 
for  the  mode  pointed  out  by  which  the  debtor  is  placed  in  default,  is 
not  only  different,  but  contrary,  to  that  prescribed  by  the  laws  of 
Spain.  By  the  provisions  in  the  Code,  he  is  in  delay  by  summons  or 
some  equivalent  act;  or  by  the  effect  of  the  agreement,  when  it  is 
stipulated  that  the  mere  expiration  of  the  term  ^all  put  him  in 
default.  By  the  former  law,  the  expiration  of  the  term  without  any 
act  on  the  part  of  the  creditor,  or  any  express  stipulation  in  the  agree- 
ment, put  the  debtor  en  mora.  Something  further  is,  therefore,  now 
required  to  be  done,  and  when  one  law  requires  no  act  on  the  part  of 
tlie  creditor  to  confer  a  right,  and  a  subsequent  one  does,  the  latter  is 
so  far  contrary  to  the  former,  that  a  compliance  with  it  is  indispen- 
sable, otherwise,  it  would  be  without  any  effect  whatever. 

tt  now  remains  for  us  to  consider,  and  dispose  of  the  objections, 
which  have  been  made  to  the  exercise  of  this  defence  in  the  case 
before  us. 

1.  It  has  been  contended,  that  the  defendant  can  not  take  advan- 
tage of  this  failure  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  on  the  issues  joined 
that  it  should  have  been  specially  pleaded. 

But  the  putting  the  debtor  en  demeure  is  an  act  which  must  pre- 
cede the  recovery.  Damages,  says  the  article  already  cit»i  from  the 
Code,  are  only  due  after  the  debtor  is  in  default  It  was  not,  there- 
fore, for  the  defendant  to  show  he  did  not  owe.  It  was  the  duty  of  the 
creditor  to  allege,  or  at  all  events  to  prove,  these  facts,  without  which, 
he  had  no  cause  of  action. 

2.  It  has  been  urged,  that,  by  the  terms  of  the  agreement,  the 
parties  bound  themselves  to  pay  all  damages  that  either  might  sus- 
tain, by  a  failure  of  the  other  to  comply  with  his  contract  But  here 
again,  the  defendant  is  met  by  the  express  provisions  of  the  law, 
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which  only  waives  the  necessity  of  summons,  or  other  equivalent  act, 
when  there  is  a  stipulation  that  by  the  mere  expiration  of  the  term, 
the  debtor  shall  be  in  default 

The  judge  who  tried  the  cause  in  the  court  of  the  first  instance, 
was  of  opinion,  and  so  charged  the  jury,  that,  there  being  a  time  and 
place  fixed  by  the  contract  for  its  performance,  the  defendant  was  in 
default  without  any  act  on  the  part  of  the  creditor.  This  position  is 
as  untenable  as  those  we  have  just  noticed.  It  is  true  there  may 
be  contracts  in  which  the  performance,  at  a  particular  time,  is  so 
important  to  the  creditor,  and  enters  so  much  into  the  consideration, 
that  a  failure  on  the  particular  day  fixed  for  its  discharge,  will  place 
the  debtor  in  default;  and  there  may  be  others  where  performance 
after  the  day  would  be  impossible,  of  which  an  example  may  be  given, 
in  an  agreement  to  ship  goods  by  a  vessel  before  she  sailed,  and  others 
of  a  similar  nature.  The  writers  who  treat  of  this  matter,  properly 
consider  questions  of  this  kind,  as  of  fact,  rather  than  of  law.  Cum 
sit  fnagis  facti,  quam  juris.  In  the  case  before  us,  we  see  nothing 
which  would  authorise  us  to  say,  that  the  particular  day  was  so  essen- 
tial to  the  contract  that  the  mere  expiration  of  the  term  placed  the 
debtor  in  default.  The  place  being  fixed  for  performance  olSfers  no 
reason  to  take  it  out  of  the  general  rule.  If  the  interpretation  given 
by  the  court  below  were  correct,  it  would  follow,  that  in  every  case 
where  a  particular  time  was  fixed  for  performance,  the  debtor  would 
be  en  demeure;  but  the  provision  in  our  Code,  already  referred  to, 
prohibits  such  a  construction,  by  declaring,  that  the  expiration  of  the 
term  shall  not  put  the  debtor  in  default,  unless  the  agreement  con- 
tains a  stipulation  to  that  eflect.  Code,  269,  39^  PaillelU  on  art. 
1146  of  Nap.  Code;  Pothier  on  Ob.  162, 146^  Toullier,  Droit  Civil 
Francois^  vol.  6,  lib.  3,  cap.  3,  no.  250. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  it  is  fur- 
ther ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  there  be  judgment  against 
the  plaintiff  as  in  case  of  nonsuit,  with  costs  in  both  courts. 

Bowen^  for  the  plaintiff. 

Simony  Brownson  and  Baker,  for  the  defendants. 
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Abat  V.  Segura-     VI,  N.  S-  237. 

FIFTH  District 

The  issfxe  fraud  vil  non  ia  pecidiarl^  of  the  cognisance  of  the  jury. 


Ponsony  r.  Debaillon  et  dl.     VI,  N.  8.  S38. 

In  •.  Mit  on  ■tUcbomt  ben4,  the  fkintiff  oumot  give  eiidonot  of  tho  dBtonaimtkn  of 
Iho  property,  without  bavinf  tlkfod  it 

Tbe  decUrationi  ofa  party  when  they  maka  a  part  of  tba  ret  ge&U^  aro  evidenoe. 

Wiieo  Buit  b  brooght  on  an  attachment  bond,  it  ia  the  doty  of  the  obligee  to  allege  and 
proTe  tbe  damage  be  baa  luatained  by  n  breach  of  tbe  condition. 

When  the  plaintiff  claioM  daroagea  beyond  the  penalty  in  the  bond,  and  aUegea  the 
attachment  waa  oomroenoed  with  a  yiew  to  harasa  and  oppress  him,  tbe  defendant 
may  give  in  evidence  acta  of  tbe  plaintiff  which  induced  a  belief  be  was  about  to 
remore  tbe  property.  And  in  every  case  tbe  obligee  in  the  bond  may  prove  these 
facia,  which  produced  the  belief  (hat  the  defendant  in  attachment  waa  about  to  leave 
the  sUte. 

What  otbera  said  at  tbe  time,  of  bis  intention  to  remove,  may  be  given  in  evidence. 

FIFTH  District 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

This  action  is  brought  on  a  bond  given  by  the  defendants,  to  the 
petitioner  on  their  suing  out  a  writ  of  attachment  against  hina.  The 
case  was  dismissed,  it  not  being  one,  of  which  the  court  before  whom 
it  was  brought,  had  jurisdiction.  The  petition  sets  out  the  bond  and 
the  condition,  and  assigns  several  breaches  or  causes  of  damage,  by 
which,  it  is  averred,  the  plaintiff  has  sustained  injury  to  the  amount 
of  2500  dollars,  the  sum  for  which  the  obligation  was  given. 

After  setting  out  these  breaches  the  petition  goes  on  to  state,  as 
another  breach  of  the  condition  of  the  bond,  <^  that  the  writ  of  at- 
tachment, aforesaid,  issued  out  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid^  by  the 
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said  Jean  Marie  Debaillon,  as  aforesaid,  was  illegally  and  wrongfully 
sued  out,  with  the  intention  of  harassing,  oppressing  and  injuring 
your  petitioner;  by  reason  of  all  which  premises  alleged,  the  peti- 
tioner has  sustained  damage  to  the  amount  of  5000  dollars;  that  by 
reason  of  the  breaches  aforesaid,  alleged,  and  others  that  will  be  al- 
leged, if  required  by  the  court,  the  said  writing,  obligatory,  has  become 
forfeited,  and  thereby  an  action  has  accrued  to  your  petitioner,  to 
demand  and  have  from  the  said  Jean  Marie  Debaillon  and  Charles 
Garrigues  Flaujac,  Jr.  his  security,  the  said  sum  of  2500  dollars,  the 
amount  of  said  writing  obligatory,  and  to  have  and  demand  from  the 
said  Jean  Marie  Debaillon,  the  aforesaid  sum  of  5000  dollars." 

The  petition  avers  further,  that  the  defendants,  though  often  re- 
quested, had  refused  to  pay  the  amount  of  the  bond  so  forfeited;  and 
that  Debaillon  had  refused  to  pay  the  5000  dollars  damage  though 
often  required  so  to  do.  It  concludes  with  a  prayer  for  judgment 
against  them  both,  as  parties  to  the  writing,  and  against  one  of  them, 
Debaillon,  for  the  sum  of  5000  dollars  damages. 

To  this  petition,  the  defendants  pleaded  the  general  issue,  and  fur- 
ther averred,  diat  the  court  where  the  suit  had  been  instituted,  did 
possess  jurisdiction  of  the  case,  that  the  plaintiff's  attorney  had  admit- 
ted it  in  his  answer,  and  that  if  it  did  not,  the  error  was  common  to 
all  the  parties  in  the  suit.  That  the  plaintiff  was  intending  to  defraud 
minors  to  whom  he  had  been  tutor,  and  the  suit  had  been  instituted, 
against  him  by  attachment,  to  defeat  that  purpose. 

On  these  issues  the  parties  went  to  trial  in  the  court  below,  and  a 
jury  gave  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  in  the  sum  of  1000  dollars.  A 
motion  was  made  for  a  new  trial,  and  overruled;  and  judgment  being 
rendered  in  conformity,  the  defendants  appealed. 
??*  There  are  ten  bills  of  exceptions  on  the  record;  the  first  three 
were  taken  by  the  plaintiff,  and  an  attentive  consideration  of  them 
has  satisfied  us  the  judge  below  did  not  err  in  the  opmions  to  which 
these  exceptions  are  taken. 

From  the  first  bill  of  exceptions  taken  on  the  part  of  the  defend- 
ants, it  appears,  the  plaintiff  offered  in  evidence,  witnesses  for  the 
purpose  of  proving  the  situation  of  the  real  property  and  buildings 
at  their  seizure  (under  the  writ  of  attachment)  and  their  situation  at 
the  time  they  were  restored  to  the  plaintiffs,  to  which  evidence,  the 
defendants,  by  their  counsel,  objected,  on  the  ground  that  no  damages 
had  been  claimed  in  the  petition  for  any  negligence  or  misconduct 
with  regard  to  the  real  property  and  buildings  whilst  under  seizure^ 
nor  for  any  deterioration  of  such  property.*'  The  court,  however, 
was  of  opinion  the  evidence  was  admissible. 

In  support  of  this  opinon,  it  has  been  first  contended,  that  the  plain- 
tiff was  not  under  any  necessity  of  setting  out  the  breaches;  that  the 
matter  should  have  come  by  way  of  defence  from  the  defendants.  A 
reference  to  the  terms  of  the  bond,  and  a  slight  consideration  of  the 
nature  of  the  case,  completely  answers  this  idea.  The  bond  being 
for  the  payment  of  such  damages,  as  the  obligee  may  sustain,  and 
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the  penal  sum  meotioDed  in  it  being  merely  to  oover  and  eecore  theie 
damages,  it  necessarily  follows,  the  plaintiff  must  allege  and  proTe 
what  injury  he  has  suffered.  There  is  no  other  mode  in  which  the 
inyestiffation  into  the  right  could  be  carried  on  without  violating  fini 
principles.  Liet  us  suppose  the  case,  where  a  breach  of  the  bond  oc- 
casioned no  injury  to  the  plaintiff.  The  defendant  could  not  be  re* 
quired  to  prove  that  no  damage  had  been  sustained,  for  that  would 
be  to  prove  a  negative.  In  the  other  hypothesis,  that  damages  had 
been  suffered;  it  is  surely  not  the  duty  of  the  person  who  inflicts 
them  to  allege  and  prove  their  nature  and  amount.  By  the  commoB 
law  of  England,  at  one  period  of  their  jurisprudence,  it  was  a  ooDse- 
quence  of  its  technicalities,  that,  in  bonds  of  this  kind,  the  obligee 
could,  at  law,  recover  the  amount  of  the  penalty,  and  the  obligor 
was  driven  into  equity  for  relief.  But  by  a  statute  passed  in  Chat 
country  in  the  reign  of  William  III,  the  plaintiff  was  obliged  to  awaiga 
breaches,  and  prove  them.  In  our  system  no  mich  rules  have  ever 
bad  existence,  and  if  they  ever  had,  good  sense  woald  have  loDg 
since  exploded  them. 

The  plaintiff  in  this  case,  with  great  propriety,  did  all^e  in  his  pe- 
tition, the  several  causes  why  the  non-compliance  of  the  defendants 
with  the  condition  of  their  bond  had  occamoned  him  damage;  bill 
we  look  into  them  in  vain  for  that  fact,  which  the  court,  noiwithstand- 
ing  the  opposition  of  the  defendants,  permitted  him  to  prove,  in  reh^ 
tion  to  the  real  property.  The  only  thing  that  we  find  respecting  it, 
is  the  averment  that  it  was  seized;  and  thb  is  all  the  defendants 
could  be  expected  to  come  prepared  to  me^  Proof  that  it  was 
damaged  and  deteriorated  in  value,  was,  therefore,  giving  evidence 
of  an  injury  not  alleged,  and  was  a  violation  of  the  rule  that  the 
allegata  and  probata  must  correspond. 

The  second  bill  of  exceptions  was  taken  to  a  refusal  of  Ae  judge 
to  admit  certain  acts  offered  in  evidence,  to  show,  the  plaintiff  bs^, 
previous  to  leaving  the  state,  made  several  fraudulent  conveyances 
of  his  property;  that  the  security  given  by  him  had  become  insolvent; 
and  that  efforts  had  been  made  by  him  to  remove  hb  property  ool 
of  the  Parish  of  St  Landry,  and,  subsequently  beyond  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  court.  This  testinK>ny  was  objected  to  on  the  ground  that 
these  facts  made  no  part  of  the  allegations  contained  iu  the  petition 
filed  in  the  suit  in  which  the  attachment  issued,  and  were  not  admis- 
sible in  mitigation  of  damages. 

This  objection  has  been  very  ingeniously  argued  in  tfiis  court,  but 
we  are  unable  to  yield  our  assent  to  it  If,  as  the  argument  assumed, 
the  petition  had  been  confined  to  an  allegation  of  the  actual  injury 
sustained  by  the  property  of  the  plaintiff,  from  the  defendants' breach 
of  the  condition  of  the  bond,  then,  perhaps,  the  position  taken  would 
be  tenable.  For  as  the  obligors,  by  the  terms  of  the  obligation, 
bound  themselves  to  do  a  certain  act,  or  pay  damages  for  the  non- 
performance, no  matter  what  might  be  their  motives  for  making  such 
an  agreement,  they  mtist  abide  by  the  contract  they  voluntarily 
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entered  into.  But  the  petition  does  not  stop  with  an  allegation  of 
injur7  for  the  breach  of  the  bond.  It  alleges,  that  the  principal  in  it 
sued  out  the  writ  of  attachment  with  a  view  to  harass,  oppress  and 
injure  the  plaintiff;  and  that,  by  reason  thereof,  damages  beyond 
those  mentioned  in  the  penalty  had  been  sustained.  When,  there*' 
fore,  a  legal  process  is  alleged  to  have  been  taken  out  from  bad- 
motives,  to  enhance  the  damages,  we  are  clear  the  defendant  has  a 
right  to  rebut  this  charge,  by  showing  they  were  good. 

The  third  bill  of  exceptions  requires  no  particular  notice;  we  think 
the  judge  did  not  err  in  the  opinion  given  by  him.  The  declarations 
of  plaintiff  made  a  part  of  the  res  gesta  and  were  properly  admitted 
to  go  to  the  jury. 

The  opinion  given  by  the  judge,  in  relation  to  the  matter  which 
forms  the  fourth  bill  of  exceptions,  is,  in  our  opinion,  erroneous,  on  the 
principle  already  laid  down  in  relation  to  the  second.  The  plaintiff, 
with  a  view  to  show  the  injury  suffered  by  him,  in  consequence  of 
the  seizure  of  his  property,  gave  evidence  he  was  obliged  to  seek 
refuge  in  the  houses  of  his  friends.  Tlie  defendant  offerai  to  prove 
that  his  motives  for  going  there  were  independent  of  any  cause 
arising  out  of  the  attachment.  This  was  refused;  and  why,  we  can- 
not conjecture.  If  it  was  competent  for  the  plaintiff  to  prove  the 
fact,  and  under  the  pleadings  we  have  no  doubt  it  was,  it  was  surely 
open  for  the  defendant  to  show  why  that  fact  occurred.  If  it  had  a 
tendency  to  increase  the  damages  the  plaintiff  claimed,  the  defendant 
had  a  right  to  mitigate  those  damages,  by  showing  it  to  be  uncon- 
nected with  the  injury  for  which  suit  was  brought. 

The  point  of  law  involved  in  the  fifth  bill  of  exceptions,  was,  in 
our  opinion,  correctly  decided  by  the  judge  a  quo. 

The  defendant  offered  to  prove  that  soon  after  the  plaintiff's  depar- 
ture for  France,  a  witnejss  called  at  the  house  where  he  had  lived, 
and  was  informed  by  a  member  of  his  family,  that  she  did  not  know 
where  he  was  gone;  and  that  the  witness  communicated  this  fact  to 
the  defendant  Uebaillon.  The  plaintiff  objected  to  this  proof,  be- 
cause it  was  hearsay,  and  that  the  member  of  the  family  ought  to  be 
produced.  The  Judge  being  of  the  same  opinion,  his  decision,  reject- 
ing the  testimony,  forms  the  ground  of  the  sixth  bill  of  exceptions. 

Our  attachment  law  requires  the  plaintiff  to  swear  to  his  belief  of 
facts  in  relation  to  the  defendant,  which  must  be  ascertained,  by 
inquiries  into  all  the  circumstances  of  his  departure — his  declarations 
to  others— and  by  common  report.  When  the  correctness  of  the 
plaintiff's  proceedings  subsequently  became  a  subject  of  investigation, 
he  had  a  right  to  give  in  evidence  all  these  circumstances;  and  all 
the  declarations,  either  of  the  defendant  or  others,  from  which  the 
belief  was  formed,  in  relation  to  the  removal  contemplated,  or  effected 
by  his  debtor,  and  the  motives  of  that  removal.  The  testimony, 
therefore,  offered  in  this  case,  should  have  been  admitted.  The  objec- 
tion is,  that  the  woman  is  the  best  witness  and  should  have  been 
called;  but  we  think  differently.    If  the  evidence  offered  had  been 
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in  relation  to  any  fact  within  that  woman's  knowledge,  she  certainly 
ought  to  have  been  produced,  and  what  she  said  respecting  it  would 
not  be  the  best  evidence.  But  whether  she  told  the  truth  or  not, 
that  which  she  stated  was  a  circumstance,  with  others,  to  go  to  the 
jury,  to  show  under  what  impressions  the  plaintiff  acted:  and  of  her 
declarations  those  who  heard  her,  were  as  good  witnesses  as  she 
could  be. 

The  seventh  bill  of  exceptions  has  been  abandoned  before  this  court: 
the  opinion  stated  in  it,  to  be  given  by  the  judge,  was  clearly  correct. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  it  is  fur- 
ther ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  cause  be  remanded  for  a 
new  trial,  with  directions  to  the  judge  a  quo  not  to  admit  testimony 
of  the  injury  done  to  the  real  property;  and  not  to  reject  evidence 
such  as  that  stated  to  have  been  offered  by  the  defendants  in  the  second, 
fourth  and  sixth  bills  of  exceptions  taken  by  them,  on  the  trial  of 
this  cause.  And  it  is  further  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the 
appellee  pay  the  costs  of  this  appeal. 

Simon  and  Oarlandj  for  the  plaintifls. 

Lesatsier  and  Browruon^  for  the  defendants. 


Howe's  Heirs  v.  Brent     VI,  N.  S.  248- 

FIFTH  District 

Claims  for  the  professional  services  of  an  attorney  are  barred  by 
the  lapse  of  three  years  since  the  services  were  rendered.  See  Morse 
V.  Brand,  2  N.  S.  5\5. 
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M'Micken  v.  Brent    VI,  N.  S.  249. 

FIFTH  Diftrict 

The  gfiDend  issue  is  waited  by  tbe  {dea  of  pajrmeiit. 


De  Lahoussaie  v.  Judice.     VI,  N.  S.  351. 

A  jadgment  does  not  gi^t  to  tbe  plaintiff  the  plea  of  re9  judio9l^^  m  to  a  diini  of  the 
defendant  against  the  plaintiff,  existing  before  tbe  judgment,  when  the  claim  was  not 
pleaded  in  oompensatton. 

Ererj  act,  in  which  the  word  domatiom  is  used,  is  not  necewariljr  a  dooalioD. 

COURT  of  Probates  of  St  Martin's. 

Mathsws,  J.y  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  object  of  the  present  action  is  to  recover  sums  of  money,  which 
the  plaintiff  claims  as  a  creditor  of  the  succession  of  her  late  husband. 
The  petition  contains  an  allegation,  that  a  certain  instrument^  mad« 
by  the  plaintiff,  under  private  signature,  and  purporting  to  be  adonar 
iion  of  901  dollars,  is  absolutely  void  in  lav,  die. 

The  judge  of  the  court  below,  after  liquidation  of  the  accounts  of 
the  parties  to  the  suit,  rendered  judgment  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  for 
552  dollars,  from  which  thn  defendant  appealed. 

The  pleadings  and  evidence  of  the  cause  show,  that  a  suit  had 
existed  in  the  district  court,  commenced  by  the  present  defendant, 
against  the  plaintiff,  which  was  prosecuted  to  final  judgment;  in 
which,  the  counsel  for  the  defendant  in  this  action  insists,  that  all  the 
matters  now  in  dispute,  were  finally  settled;  the  ground  on  which  they 
rely  for  this  plea  oires  judicata  is,  that,  the  cause  of  action  now  set 
forth  existed  at  the  time  of  the  former  suit  It  does  not  appear  that 
they  were  pleaded  in  compensation  or  in  any  other  manner;  the 
defendant  in  the  former  suit  might  have  thus  pleaded,  and  had  he 
done  so,  the  judgment  pronounced  by  the  district  court,  would  pro- 
Vol.  hi.— 70 
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bablf  hare  precluded  the  present  pursuit  But  as  they  were  not 
taken  into  consideration  in  that  judgment,  it  creates  no  bar  to  this 
demand. 

The  nullity  of  the  act,  purporting  to  be  a  donation  to  the  pupil  and 
daughter  of  the  appellant,  is  strenuously  contended  for;  and  in  sup- 
port of  his  positions*  the  counsel  refers  us  confidently,  to  the  text  of 
the  law  on  the  subject  of  donations,  and  several  conunentators. 
These  authorities,  it  is  believed,  would  maintain  the  plaintiff  in  his 

Sretensions,  were  the  instrument  to  be  considered  absolutely  as  a 
onation:  although  the  word  donation  is  used  in  the  act,  yet  taken 
according  to  the  evident  intentions  of  the  party,  as  reciprocally 
expressed  by  the  whole  context  of  the  instrument,  we  are  of  opinion 
that  it  evidences  a  compromise  of  difficulties,  and  mutual  releases. 
The  jud^  a  quoj  in  deciding  the  cause,  properly  recognised  the  valid- 
ity of  this  act 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Simorij  for  the  plaintiff 

Baker  J  for  the  defendant 


Le  Blanc  d  al.  v.  Viator  d  al.    YI,  N.  S.  353. 

Vacant  landt  do  not  paM  generalljr  wtthont  a  written  frant 

Bat  to  thia  there  are  exceptiona. 

In  an  action  of  treapaaa  for  oottinf  timber,  the  nearare  of  danufae  ia  the  Taliw  of  the 

timber  deatrojed  oonaiderinf  ita  diatanoe  from  other  Umber. 
Pftrol  eridence  cannot  be  received  of  an  alleged  practice  of  Spaniah  aurfe^uia,  to  exclude 

awampa  in  aorveyinf  land  granted  in  the  Attakapaa. 
The  doctrine  of  the  caae  of  Gonsaln  a.  Sanches  and  Wife,  11  Jfartsn,  907,  nvafllrmed: 

that  a  Spaniah  emigrant  placed  by  government  on  the  Bayoo  Lalborche  needed  not  to 

produce  a  grant  to  eatabliah  the  title  to  hia  land. 

FIFTH  District 

Mabtin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 
This  is  an  action  of  trespass  for  cutting  timber  in  the  cypress 
swamp  of  the  plaintiffs. 
The  defendants  pleaded  the  general  issue,  and  that  they  are  pro- 
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prietors  and  reside  on  large  tracts  of  land  granted  more  than  thirty 
years  ago,  by  the  Spanbh  government,  to  Francis  Legura,  and  other 
emigrants  from  Spain  to  Louisiana,  to  whom  the  said  cypress  swamp 
was  granted  in  common — and  the  defendants  as  heirs  or  vendors  of 
the  said  emigrants,  are  entitled  to  cut  and  carry  away  cypress  trees  in 
said  swamp,  for  the  use  of  their  respective  plantations — they  pleaded 
the  prescripts  of  thirty,  twenty  and  ten  years. 

There  was  a  verdict,  and  judgment  against  them,  and  they 
appealed. 

Our  attention  has  been  called  to  several  bills  of  exception. 

1.  The  first  is  to  the  opinion  of  the  court,  refusing  to  permit  parol 
evidence  to  be  given,  that  the  locus  in  quo  was  assigned  to  the  Spa- 
nish emigrants  to  Nova  Iberia,  by  the  conamandants,  and  agents  of 
the  king  of  Spain,  to  afford  them  building  timber— except  to  prove 
possession  in  support  of  the  plea  of  prescription. 

2.  The  next  was  to  the  charge  of  the  court,  that  if  the  jury  allowed 
damages,  they  should  confine  themselves  to  trespasses  committed 
after  notice  of  the  plaintiff's  title  and  before  the  inception  of  the  suit, 
taking  into  consideration  the  defendants'  good  faith,  and  if  the  jury 
believed  the  defendants  had  trespassed  after  notice,  the  measure  of 
damages  should  be  the  real  value  of  the  timber  destroyed,  consider- 
ing the  plaintiff^s  situation. 

3.  Another  was  to  the  rejection  of  Johnson,  the  surveyor  appointed 
by  the  court,  who  was  offered  as  a  witness  to  prove  that  part  of  the 
survey,  by  him  returned,  was  accurately  taken  from  the  field  notes 
of  another  survey  made  by  him,  in  1814,  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States. 

4.  Another  was  to  the  admission  of  the  same  person  to  prove, 
that  the  survey  returned  to  this  court,  was  returned  by  him,  to  the 
office  of  the  principal  deputy  surveyor,  and  approved  by  the  latter. 

5.  A  fifth  was  to  the  rejection  of  parol  evidence,  that  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  Spanish  government  in  Louisiana,  no  grant  of  cy- 
press land  was  made  in  the  Attakapas,  by  the  govenor  and  comman- 
dants; that  surveyors,  in  laying  out  new  grants,  stopped  at  cypress 
swamps  in  running  back,  and  the  general  understanding  among  the 
officers  of  the  king  and  his  other  subjects,  was,  that  the  cypress  tim- 
ber not  theretofore  purchased,  was  reserved  to  the  people  of  Attaka- 
pas, in  common. 

6.  Another  was  to  the  permission  given  by  the  court  to  the  plain- 
tiff's counsel,  to  ask  one  of  these  witnesses,  *<  What  was,  in  his  opin- 
ion, the  diminution  in  value  of  the  property  in  dispute?''  considering 
its  situation  and  remoteness,  from  other  timber,  in  consequence  of 
the  waste  committed  by  the  defendants. 

7.  The  last  was  to  the  refusal  to  admit  in  evidence,  a  book,  in 
which  were  entries  of  supplies,  by  the  Spanish  government,  to  Jerome 
Ganido  ,a  Spanish  emigrant 

L  It  is  true,  as  a  general  principle,  that  patent  lands  do  not  pass 
without  a  written  grant,  but  to  this  there  are  exceptions. 
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Id' the  case  of  Gonzalez  v.  Sanchez  and  Wife,  we  held  that  a  Spanish 
emigrant,  placed  by  government  on  the  Bayou  La  Fourche,  needed 
not  to  produce  a  grant  to  establish  his  title  to  the  land  on  which  he 
had  been  located,  and  it  is  sufficient  that  he  should  establish  by  parol 
testimony,  that  the  king's  officers  had  placed  him  thereon,  and  desig- 
nated the  metes  and  bounds  of  his  land;  and  we  stated  the  ground  of 
this  opinion,  1 1  Martin^  207.  We  see  no  reason  to  be  dissatisfied 
with  it.  If  after  locating  120  settlers,  of  Nova  Iberia,  the  officers  of 
Spain  assigned  a  neighboring  swamp  in  the  neighborhood,  as  a  place 
the  lumber  of  which  they  were  to  enjoy  in  common,  we  are  unable 
to  say  that  this  assignment  to  all  cannot  be  proved  by  parol,  while 
the  assignment  of  a  tract  to  each  individual  may.  We  think  the 
court  erred  in  the  opinion  to  which  the  first  bill  of  exception  was 
taken. 

II.  It  does  not  appear  to  us  that  the  defendants  were  injured  by  the 
charge  of  the  court;  the  measure  of  the  plaintiff's  damages,  if  any 
were  done,  was  certainly  the  actual  value  of  the  timber,  con^dering 
its  distance  from  other  timber. 

III,  and  IV.  The  surveyor  having  made  his  return,  and  filed  his  plot, 
it  was  unnecessary  to  ask  him  any  question  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  it  had  been  effected;  and  it  could  derive  no  additional  validity 
from  its  conformity  to  another  plan,  filed  in  the  office  of  the  deputy 
attorney-general  of  the  United  States,  and  approved  by  that  officer. 

V.  Parol  evidence  was  properly  rejected  of  the  alleged  practice  of 
Spanish  surveyors,  in  excluding  swamps,  in  surveying  lands  granted 
in  the  Attakapas. 

VI.  The  district  court  did  not,  in  our  opinion,  err  in  allowing  the 
plaintiffs  to  ask  a  witness,  what  was  the  diminution  in  ralne  of  the 
locuM  in  ^uOf  (by  the  waste  committed  on  it),  considering  the  distance 
of  other  timber. — For  the  solution  of  this  question  was  necessary  to  a 
just  assessment  of  damages,  according  to  the  rule  we  have  laid  down 
in  considering  the  second  bill  of  exception. 

VII.  The  book  of  Jerome  Ganido,  between  whom  and  either  of 
the  parties,  there  appears  no  connection, cannot  be  evidence  for  the 
defendants.  The  circumstance  of  his  having  been  an  emigrant  like 
them,  and  having  received  supplies  from  the  royal  stores,  are  of  no 
use  in  deciding  the  present  case. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  the  verdict 
set  aside,  and  the  case  remanded  to  the  district  judge,  directed  to  allow 
parol  evidence  of  the  assignment  of  the  locus  in  guoj  as  a  common 
to  the  settlers — and  that  the  plaintiffii  and  appellees  pay  costs  in  this 
court. 

Simon  and  Broumson,  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Baker  and  Bowen^  for  the  defendants. 
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Broussard  v.  Declouet.     VI,  N.  S.  259. 

FIFTH  District. 

A  bailment  of  cotton  to  be  ginned  is  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  the 
parties,  and  the  bailee  is  bound  to  use  that  care  which  prudent  men 
bestow  on  their  own  concerns,  and  defendant,  bailee  in  this  case,  shows 
this  care  by  proving  that  the  loss  of  plaintiff's  cotton  was  the  result  of 
an  accident  which  he  could  not  prevent  by  the  care,  prudence  and 
foresight  which  prudent  men  use  in  their  own  concerns. 


Griffith  V.  Towles.     VI,  N.  S.  261. 

FIFTH  District. 

Tlie  assignment  of  a  Judgnaent  obtained  in  Mississippi,  written  on 
the  back  of  a  record  of  the  judgment,  decided,  to  be  an  act  under 
private  signature,  and  requiring  to  be  proved  before  it  could  be  intro- 
duced in  evidence. 
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Ma88e'«  Heirs  «.  Pierre  et  al.    TI,  N.  S.  263. 

It  is  a  AUl  otijeelioQ  to  a  wiO  ofiered  m  an  autheatk  mmoapatire  4me,  that  no 

is  Bade  of  its  ba?iii|r  been  writtoo  bj  tbe  notary. 
On  the  allowance  of  Ibe  ▼arioos  objections,  the  court  wiH  not  reserte  to  the  paitjr 

It,  the  lacultjr  of  presentinf  It  as  a  noncopaiive  wiO  by  private  act 

FIFTH  District 

PoBTXR,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

This  is  an  action  by  the  legal  heirs  of  one  Magdelaine  Masse,  f. 
w.  c,  claiofiing  from  legatees  under  an  alleged  will  of  the  deceased, 
certain  property  in  their  possession.  Their  right  to  it  depends  en- 
tirely on  the  validity  of  a  testament  made  by  public  act 

Various  objections  have  been  made  to  the  legality  of  this  instru- 
ment, none  of  which  we  deem  necessary  to  notice,  except  that  which 
relates  to  the  want  of  mention  that  it  was  written  by  the  notary. 
This  we  consider  a  fatal  defect  The  9ad  art  of  the  Old  Code,  page 
228,  requires,  for  the  validity  of  a  nuncupative  will,  by  public  act, 
that  it  must  be  signed  by  thetestalor  and  written  by  die  notary  as  it 
is  dictated,  and  that  express  mention  must  be  made  that  it  was  so 
signed  and  written.  There  is  no  such  statement  io  tbe  will  htbae 
us,  and  the  want  of  this  formality  is  declared,  by  another  aitide  of 
thft  Code*  to  be  cause  of  nullity.  Merlin  Reperloirtj  verlm  Testa^ 
inmij  «73,  680;  Thullier,  DroU  Civil  Franoais,  wL  ^  L  9,M. 
iycap.  5,  art.  417,  425;  Civil  Code,  232,  art.  lOa 

The  defendants  have  prayed  us  to  reserve  them  the  rights  to  show 
hereafter,  in  another  suit,  that  this  will  was  good  as  a  nuncupative 
testament,  by  private  act;  but  this  request  cannot  be  granted.  It 
was  set  up  by  them  as  their  title,  and  if  it  was  good  in  any  shape,  it 
was  their  duty  to  establish  it  A  bill  of  exceptions  taken  on  tbe  trial, 
shows  the  plaintiff  expressly  contested  it  on  the  ground  that  we  are 
now  called  to  reserve  for  further  litigation.  Tbe  judgment  below  is 
sufficiently  favorable  to  the  defendants  in  allowing  them  to  contest, 
hereafter,  with  the  plaintiffs,  the  validity  of  the  will,  in  case  it  is 
brought  in  question  in  relation  to  the  other  property  left  by  the  tes- 
tatrix. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Davis  and  Bowerif  for  the  plaiatifik 

Broumson  and  Simon,  for  the  defendants.  ^       * 
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Hobtein  v.  Henderson.    YI,  N.  S*  271. 

Tke  iMitbority  to  grre  more  neootMiriljr  indodet  Uut  ofgiwing  leM. 

The  inferior  court  muft  cany  ioto  e0ect  the  decree  of  tbe  Soprfims  Comt^  m  the  itfiiar 

andentandt  it 
Bot  the  Utter  may  interfere  if  its  decree  be  roieaadentood. 

SIXTH  District 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  oourt 

The  plaintiff  states  that  she  is  the  owner  jmd  proprietor  of  a  cer« 
tain  tract  of  land  lying  in  the  Parish  of  Rapides,  on  the  bayou  Cotile, 
containing  ten  arpents  front,  with  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty.  That 
heretofore,  she  instituted  a  suit  against  the  defendant,  in  whkh  she 
recpvered  fifty-seven  arpents  of  land  bv  the  decree  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  that  quantity  beinp;  supposed  to  oe  contained  within  the  lines 
by  which  her  title  was  hmited,  when,  in  fact,  and  in  truth,  there  is 
oootained,  within  said  lines,  the  quantity  of  ninety-aeven  arpents  and 
a  fxactioo,  actual  survey,  and  for  which  surplus,  above  the  quantity 
adjudicated  to  her,  she  is  entitled  to  reeover. 

Tbe  defendant  pleads  res  judicatay  a  better  title  to  the  premises^ 
and  lastly,  that  the  Supreme  Court,  through  error  of  computation, 
decreed  to  the  plaintiff  a  larger  quantity  than  she  ought  to  have  had. 

The  nature  of  the  titles  under  which  the  parties  claim,  the  situation 
of  the  land  which  was  then,  and  is  now,  in  diq>ut6;  the  respeetivedig^' 
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nity  of  their  titles,  and  the  reasons  why  the  court  considered  that  of 
Uie  defendants  of  a  higher  degree  than  the  plaintiff's,  are  fully  stated 
in  the  opinion  pronounced  when  the  case,  to  which  this  is  in  every 
respect  similar,  was  before  the  court  It  is  reported,  12  Martifij 
319. 

This  action,  as  the  recital  of  the  principal  averments  in  the  peti- 
tion has  already  shown,  is  brought  on  the  idea  that  the  lines  to  which 
the  plaintiff  was  limited  by  the  decree  of  this  court,  contain  ninety- 
seven  arpents  and  a  fraction,  when,  through  error,  only  57  67-100 
were  adjudged  to  her. 

The  court  have  examined,  with  particular  care,  the  judgment  ren- 
dered .by  them  in  the  former  suit,  and  they  are  unable  to  find  the 
lightest  foundation  on  which  this  pretension  can  rest 

From  what  was  then  stated,  it  appears  that  the  contest  between 
the  parties  related  to  a  narrow  stnp  of  land  lying  on  the  bayou 
Cotile,  containing,  according  to  the  evidence  then  before  the  court, 
879  73-100  arpents. 

The  court  then  said,  ^  if  it  should  turn  out  in  the  investigation,  that 
the  titles  of  plaintiff  and  defendant  call  for  the  same  land,  it  is  our 
opinion  that  the  plaintiff  cannot  recover,  for  they  are  not  merely 
equal  in  dignity;  that  of  the  defendant  is  superior.'' 

With  the  opinion  of  the  higher  dignity  of  the  defendant's  claim,  it 
is  obvious  that  the  plaintiff  must  totally  have  failed  in  that  action,  if 
the  whole  of  the  title  of  the  former  could  have  been  legally  located 
on  the  tract  in  dispute.  But  from  the  calls  of  that  title,  tfie  court 
thought,  and  we  still  think  correctly,  that  only  one  half  of  it  could  be 
satisfied  on  that  side  of  the  bayou,  and  this  half  not  amounting  to  the 
whole  of  the  superficies,  on  which  both  claimed  to  locate  their  claims, 
it  followed  that  the  balance  belonged  to  the  plaintifil 

This  was  not  only  the  necessary  result  of  considering  the  defen- 
dant's title  as  the  best,  but  it  was  almost  the  express  language  of  the 
court;  after  stating  its  superiority,  and  defining  its  location,  we  pro- 
ceeded to  observe,  ^  under  this  view  of  the  rights  of  the  defendant, 
there  will  remain  within  the  limits  of  the  tract  of  land  already  men- 
tioned, 57  67-100  arpents  of  land  to  which,  we  conceive  the  plaintiff 
has  exhibited  title." 

If,  therefore,  in  any  other  part  of  the  opinion,  the  court  had  been 
so  unfortunate  in  the  language  adopted  by  it,  as  to  have  given  limits 
10  the  plaintiff  to  claim  more  than  the  remainder  which  might  exist 
within  the  limits  already  stated,  those  expressions  would  have  been 
contradicted  by  the  declaration  of  the  higher  dignity  of  the  defend- 
ants' claim,  by  the  expression  of  our  opinion  that  it  was  to  be  first 
satisfied;  that  the  plaintiff  was  only  entitled  to  the  residue;  and  lastly, 
by  the  decree  itself,  confining  the  plaintiff  to  that  precise  quantity, 
which  had  been  already  stated,  remained,  after  the  defendant's  title 
was  satisfied. 

.  But  not  one  word  can  we  find,  either  in  the  opinion  of  the  court, 
or  in  the  decree  rendered,  which  gives  hues  to  the  plaintiff's  title 
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which  would  include  a  greater  quantity  than  that  specified  by  the 
court.  The  opinion  says  nothing  of  it;  the  decree  is  in  these  terms, 
^^that  the  plaintiff  do  recover  of  the  defendant,  57  67-100  arpents  of 
the  land  claimed  in  his  petition,  to  be  taken  from  the  upper  sid^  of 
the  tract  of  279  73-100  arpents  represented  on  the  plot  beginning  at 
A  on  said  survey,  returned  in  the  cause,  and  to  be  laid  out  so  as  to 
include  the  original  settlement  of  Thomas  Choate/' 

Most  properly,  therefore,  did  the  defendant  set  up  the  plea  of  re9 
judicata^  to  the  pretension  advanced  in  this  suit.  The  rights  of  the 
parties  to  all  the  land  lying  between  the  lines  of  Vallery  and  Grubb's 
claims  were  fully  investigated  in  the  former  action;  and  if  they  were 
now  before  us  on  the  merits,  we  see  nothing  which  could  give  addi- 
tional strength  to  the  plaintiff's  demand. 

The  defendant  pleaded  that  the  Supreme  Court  committed  an  error 
of  computation  in  its  first  judgment,  by  giving  the  plaintiff  a  larger 
quantity  of  land  than  that  which  really  belonged  to  him;  and  the 
court  below,  considering  that  the  suit  before  it  was  to  carry  into 
effect  the  former  decree  of  this  court,  corrected  what  it  conceived  to 
be  an  error  in  calculation,  and  directed  the  plaintiff  to  be  put  in  pos* 
session  of  a  smaller  portion  than  that  specified  in  the  judgment  of  this 
tribunal. 

The  plaintiff  has  strongly  complained  of  this,  as,  in  effect,  reversing 
die  decision  of  this  court,  and  making  that  below  the  controlling,  in- 
stead of  the  subordinate  tribunal.  This  complaint  comes  with  a  bad 
grace  from  him,  as  his  own  petition,  in  substance,  required  the  infe- 
rior court  to  alter  the  decree  rendered  by  this  tribunal.  For  if  it  could 
have  given  the  plaintiff  forty  additional  arpents  of  the  same  land, 
respecting  which  the  parties  once  litigated,  and  judgment  had  been 
rendered,  it  is  not  easy  to  see  why,  on  the  same  principle,  it  might 
not  have  reduced  the  quantity  adjudged  to  him.  The  authority  to 
give  more,  necessarily  included  that  of  giving  less. 

It  is*  true,  as  the  judge  states,  that  when  the  decrees  of  this  court 
go  down  to  the  inferior  court  to  be  carried  into  effect,  their  execution 
piust  be  ordered  as  that  tribunal  understands  them,  subject,  however, 
to  our  revision,  if  it  does  not  interpret  them  correctly;  and  it  is  true 
that  understanding  must  be  gathered  from  the  whole  terms  of  the 
judgment.  But  he  erred  in  supposing  this  was  a  suit  to  carry  into 
effect  the  judgment  of  this  tribunal.  From  the  evidence  laid  before 
us.  It  appears  the  decree  of  the  Supreme  Court  rendered  in  the  suit 
between  these  parties  in  the  year  1822,  was  carried  into  effect  in 
1823;  and  that  the  land  which  the  plaintiff  there  recovered,  had  been 
measured  and  surveyed  for  her. 

And  he  erred  in  supposing  this  court  committed  any  mistake  in  the 
calculation  which  it  made  from  the  evidence  before  it.  This  error 
is,  however,  more  excusable,  as  it  is  one  into  which  the  parties  led 
him,  by  both  contending  that  such  a  mistake  had  been  made.  A 
concession  the  more  remarkable,  as  it  is  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
evidence  introduced  in  the  former  cause,  on  which  they  suffered  the 
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court  to  act  without  opposition,  and  after  having  acted  on  it,  acqui- 
esced in  its  conclusions  by  failing  to  make  application  for  a  rehearing. 

In  the  record  of  the  suit  formerly  decided  here,  is  found  a  plot  of 
surrey  made  after  notice  to  the  parties,  and  used  by  both  of  them  on 
the  argument  in  this  court  It  is  there  stated,  that  the  quantity  of 
land  contained  between  the  lines  of  Grubb  and  Vallery,is  279  73-100 
arpents.  We  committed,  therefore,  no  error  when  on  that  evidence, 
and  it  was  the  only  evidence  before  us  as  to  the  quantity;  we  came 
to  the  conclusion  that,  after  deducting  221  6-100  arpents  from  279 
73-100  arpents,  there  remained  57  67-100  arpents. 

But  it  appears  from  the  evidence  adduced  on  the  trial  of  this  cause, 
that  the  quantity  within  these  limits  is  only  240  48- 100.  If  such  be 
the  fact,  this  evidence  ought  to  have  been  produced  in  the  other  case, 
and  in  acting  on  this  evidence,  it  is  manifest  the  court  below  was  not 
correcting  errors  of  calculation  into  which  this  tribunal  had  &llen, 
but  making  deductions  from  the  new  proof  before  it 

Another  question  in  the  case,  however,  remains.  The  defendant 
contends  that  as  the  plaintiff  has  opened  the  judgment  by  bringing 
suit  to  have  it  altereo,  the  whole  matter  is  now  before  us  on  its  me- 
rits, and  should  be  decided  on  the  additional  evidence.  That  he 
waives  the  plea  of  res  judicata  in  his  answer,  and  that  the  court 
cannot  supply  it 

Admitting  him  to  have  a  right  to  do  so,  this  case  does  not  authorise 
a  judgment  in  reconvention.  There  is  no  such  prayer  in  the  answer. 
The  demand  is,  not  for  a  new  judgment  in  this  suit,  but  that  an  error 
in  the  former  decree  of  the  Supreme  Court  should  be  corrected.  The 
error  complained  of  could  not  furnish  a  ground  for  a  plea  of  nullity, 
and  that  cannot  be  done  indirectly,  which  the  law  will  not  allow  to 
be  done  directly. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  that  there  be 
judgment  in  favor  of  the  defendant,  with  costs  in  the  court  below; 
those  of  appeal  to  be  paid  by  the  appellee. 

ThomaSj  for  the  plaintiff. 

WiUon^  for  the  defendant 
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Gill  V.  Jett.     VI,  N.  S.  279. 

Ahhoogfa  the  ptrty  asfainst  whom  a  witness  is  examined  on  interrogatories,  may  not  be 
entitled  to  cross  examine — if  bis  opponent  consents  to  his  doing  so,  and  gives  him 
notice  of  time  and  place,  the  latter  may  not  deceive  him,  by  taking  the  deposition  else* 
where,  and  on  another  day. 

SIXTH  District. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  is  an  action  of  slander,  in  which  the  defendant  had  a  verdict 
and  judgment,  and  the  plaintiff  appealed. 

His  counsel  relies  on  a  bill  of  exceptions  taken  to  the  rejection  of 
two  depositions,  the  reading  of  which  was  objected  to  because  they 
were  not  taken  at  the  time  and  place  mentioned  in  a  notice  given  to 
the  defendant's  attorney. 

The  plaintiff's  counsel  urges,  that  the  testimony  was  taken  under 
the  434th  article  of  the  Code  of  Practice,  on  interrogatories  annexed 
to  the  commission,  a  copy  of  which  had  been  served  on  the  defend- 
ant's attorney — that  in  these  circumstances  no  notice  being  required 
bylaw,  the  plaintiff  cannot  be  injured  by  the  one  he  gave;  that 
in  similar  cases,  the  party  served  with  a  copy  of  interrogatories  is  to 
add  his,  if  any  be  has— that  the  Justice  who  executes  the  commission, 
must  confine  the  examination  of  the  witnesses,  to  the  matters  stated 
in  the  interrogatories,  and  that  neither  party  has  a  right  to  attend, 
and  put  to  the  witnesses  any  interrogatories,  besides  those  annexed 
to  the  commission,  and  consequently,  as  the  attendance  of  either 
party  cannot  be  of  any  use,  no  notice  is  requisite,  and  the  magistrate 
may  consult  his  convenience  and  that  of  the  witnesses,  as  to  time  and 
place. 

Although  the  party  against  whom  the  deposition  of  a  witness, 
examined  on  interrogatories,  is  taken,  may  not  be  entitled,  under  the 
Code,  to  cross-examine  him;  nothing  prevents  this  being  done  with 
the  consent  of  the  party  who  produces  the  witness. 

In  the  present  case  the  plaintiff  very  liberally  notified  the  defend- 
ant of  the  time  and  place  at  which  the  commission  was  to  be  exe- 
cuted, and  informed  him  he  was  at  liberty  to  be  present  and  cross- 
examine.  This  dispensed  the  defendant  or  his  attorney,  from  the 
trouble  of  preparing  interrogatories.  But  the  plaintiff  had  no  right, 
after  the  liberality  he  had  exercised,  to  deceive  the  defendant,  by 
examining  the  witnesses  at  another  time  and  place,  than  those  stated 
in  the  notice. 
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On  the  merits,  we  see  do  reason  to  disturb  the  rerdict 
It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 
hoyee^  for  the  plaintiff. 
Thomasy  for  the  defendant 


Martin  v.  Rutherford  tttd.    VI,  N.  S.  381. 

A  mittaJkM  bi  wrHinf  the  ■om,  fer  which  the  Jndfioeot  appedad  ihiai  wis  lentoed,  h 

SIXTH  District 

PoaTBA,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

The  petition  of  Uie  appeal  in  this  case,  states,  that  at  the  May 
tenn  of  1885,  of  the  district  court,  a  final  judgment  was  rendered 
Against  the  plaintiff;  that  there  is  error  in  it,  and  that,  therefore^  an 
4if)peal  is  prayed  to  the  Supreme  Court. 

The  judgment  appears  to  have  b^n  rendered  at  the  November 
term,  1824,  and  the  appellees  have  prayed  that  the  appeal  may  be 
dismissed,  the  judgment  really  rendered  in  the  cause,  not  having  been 
apiieakKl  from. 

The  appellant  contends,  tliis  objection  is  cured  by  the  joinder  in 
error,  filed  by  the  appellees,  in  which  they  state  that  there  was  no 
«rror  in  the  judgment  of  tiie  district  court 

Appearing  and  pleading  to  ihe  merits,  waives  all  errors  of  form,  and 
irregularities  in  the  manner  the  appellee  has  been  brought  into  court: 
but  can  not  cure  such  a  defect  as  that  which  these  proceedings  pre- 
sent No  appeal  has  been  taken  from  the  judgment  rendered.  No 
issue  has  been,  or  can  be  joined,  on  the  judgment  really  given,  for  the 
answer  can  only  apniy  to  the  judgment  complained  of  in  the  petition; 
and  that  judgment  does  not  appear  to  have  ever  been  rendered. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  appeal  be 
dismissed,  with  costs. 

Boj/ct^  for  the  plaintiff. 

OakUjff  for  the  defendanta 
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Reeves  e/  al.  v.  Burton  et  al    VI,  N-  S.  283. 

An  attoroey  is  a  good  witneM,  wbeb  be  ie  not  called  on  to  discloee  facts  that  came  to 

hie  knowledge  when  consulted  in  his  professional  capacity. 
la  testing  the  competency  of  a  witness,  the  main  question  is,  whether  the  jodgmeat  to 

be.  rendered  may  be  given  in  evidence  in  a  fotnre  suit  agtinst  him. 
The  surety  is  a£^ted  by  notice  of  the  assignmeiit.of  the  debt  gi?en  to  the  prindpaL 

SIXTH  District. 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

In  this  case,  the  plaintiflb  sae  as  transferees  of  M ontgomery,  wh(» 
sold  to  them  all  his  right  and  interest  in  the  successions  of  his  father 
and  mother,  to  which  the  defendants  are  alleged  to  be  debtors,  in 
consequence  of  the  purchase  of  property  belonging  to  said  succession^ 
by  Burton,  one  of  the  defendants  who  remained  mortgaged  for  the 
payment  of  the  price,  and  for  the  assurance,  whereof  Martin,  the 
other  defehd^lnt^  became  surety  in  the  obligations  which  were  giyen 
for  the  debt 

The  defendants  plead  a  release  executed  to  them  in  consideration 
of  a  compromise  and  payment  made  to  the  transferor,  before  the 
trapsfer  was  made,  or  at  least,  before  they  had  notice  thereof. 

Judgment  ^as  rendered  iki  their  favor  in  the  court  below,  from 
which  the  plaintiflfe  appealed. 

*  The  decision  of  the  cause  depends,  principally,  on  the  investigation 
of  a  bill  of  exceptions  taken  to  the  competency  of  a  witness,  offered 
on  the  part  of  the  defendants,  and  to  the  admissibility  of  part  of  his 
testimony.  The  opposition  in  relation  to  incompetency,  is  based  on 
two  groijhds.  1.  Tiiat  the  witness  is  attorney  in  the  cause.  2.  On 
accriuht  of  interest.  The  first  is  clearly  untenable,  as  he  is  not 
required  to  disclbse  any  facts,  the  knowledge  of  which  was  acquired 
confidentially  in  the  pursuit  of  his  profession.  The  objection,  on 
account  of  interest,  arises  out  of  his  situation  as  purchaser  of  part 
of  the  property  mortgaged,  as  above  stated,  to  secure  payment  of  its 
price.  As  has  been  already  shown.  Burton  purchased  at  the  sale  of 
the  succession  of  Montgomery,  the  father  of  the  transferor  to  the 
plaintiffs;  and  afterwards  sold  to  Martin,  his  surety,  who  sold  to 
Rqssel,  he  to  Baldwin,  and  the  latter  to  Thomas  the  witness,  who 
appears  to  be  now,  proprietor  of  a  certain  portion  of  the  land  on 
which  a^  right  and  privilege  of  mortgage  is  claimed. 

In  testing  the  competency  of  a  witness,  the  main  question  which 
arises,  is;    Can  the  judgment,  about  to  be  rendered,  be  legally 
Vol.  IlL— 71 
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received  ia  evidence  in  any  suit  which  may  subsequently  be  brought 
against  the  witness,  relative  to  the  matters  litigated  in  the  action 
wherein  he  his  brought  to  testify. 

The  witness,  in  the  present  case,  is  then,  by  the  evidence,  to  be  in 
the  situtaion  of  one,  in  our  law,  denominated  a  third  person.  He 
held  property  subjected  to  a  mortgage,  by  which  it  was  encumbered 
previous  to  his  purchase,  and  is  offered,  to  prove  a  release  of  that 
mortgage,  granted  by  the  creditor  to  his  vendor  and  debtor,  before  the 
witness  became  proprietor,  by  a  chain  of  titles,  regularly  deduced 
from  said  debtor.  This  is  an  hypothecary  action,  prosecuted,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  provisions  of  the  Civil  Code,  and  should  the  plaintiff 
succeed  in  obtaining  iudgment  against  the  principal  debtor,  by  the 
express  terms  of  the  law,  it  becomes  evidence,  in  a  pursuit  against 
the  third  possessor,  to  have  the  mortgage  property  sold.  It  is,  there- 
fore, clear,  that  the  witness  offered  has  a  direct  interest,  to  prevent  a 
judgment  from  being  obtained  against  the  principal  debtors,  as  that 
Judgment  would  be  legal  evidence  against  him;  in  truth,  the  very 
basis  of  every  subsequent  proceeding  in  rem,  which  may  take  place, 
to  effect  a  sale  of  the  mortgaged  premises,  whilst  in  his  possession. 
According  to  this  test,  he  is  evidently  incompetent 

The  conclusion  to  which  we  have  arrived,  on  this  bill  of  exceptions, 
renders  it  unnecessary  to  examine  that  which  relates  to  the  receiving 
oral  testimony,  to  prove  the  contents  of  a  written  release,  said  to  have 
been  executed  in  1823,  and  alleged  to  have  been  lost.  The  proof  of 
loss,  as  exhibited  by  the  testimony,  would  probably  have  authorised 
a  substitution  by  oral  evidence.  But  as  the  witness  is  incompetent, 
no  part  of  his  testimony  can  be  received.  A  subsequent  release  is 
set  up  in  defence,  which,  by  a  comparison  of  dates  with  the  act  of 
transfer  to  the  plaintiffs,  is  found  to  be  posterior  in  time.  This  circum- 
stance would  not  impair  its  validity,  if  it  s*  Duld  appear  to  have  been 
executed,  prior  to  the  debtors  having  received  notice  of  the  transfer. 
The  evidence  on  record  shows,  that  they  had  a  knowledge  that  the 
debt  was  transferred  to  the  appellees,  before  alleged  payment,  or  satis- 
faction to  the  original  creditor,  and  execution  of  the  release  on  his 
part.    It  is  true,  that  no  formal  notification  appears  to  have  been 

g'ven  by  the  plaintiffs;  but  the  defendants  derived  knowledge  of  the 
ct  from  one  of  the  former.  The  testimony  seems  to  confine  this 
knowledge  to  Burton  alone:  now,  as  he  is  the  principal  debtor,  we 
are  of  opinion,  that  it  must  affect  the  rights  and  privileges  of  his  sure- 
ties, as  they  were  not  bound  to  pay,  and  could  not  regularly  volun- 
teer a  payment,  without  requiring  the  principal  to  be  first  pursued. 
They  might  have  paid,  and  been  subrogated  by  the  creditor  to  all  his 
rights  on  the  debtor;  but  in  the  case  before  the  court,  it  appears  that 
the  creditor  had  transferred  the  rights  to  the  plainti&,  and  that  the 
debtor  had  notice  of  the  transfer.  The  obligation  of  the  sureties  being 
accessory,  must  follow  and  abide  the  fate  of  that  of  the  principal 

According  to  this  view  of  the  cause,  the  plaintiffs  have  dearly 
established  a  right  to  recover  the  amount  claimed  in  the  petition. 
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It  is,  therefore^  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  avoided,  reversed  and  annulled;  and  it  is  fur- 
ther ordered,  &c.  that  the  plaintiffs  and  appellants,  do  recover  from 
the  defendants  and  appellees,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  one  hundred 
and  sixty  dollars,  with  interest,  at  the  rate  often  per  cent  per  annum 
on  one  third  part  of  said  sum,  from  the  1st  of  April,  1820;  also,  in- 
terest on  the  remaining  two  thirds,  at  the  same  rate,  on  one,  from  the 
1st  of  April  1821,  and  on  the  other,  from  the  1st  April  1822,  with 
costs  in  both  costs. 

JoAnsiofiffoT  the  plaintiff. 

Oakley y  for  the  defendant. 


Wilson  V.  Baillio  et  al.    VI,  N.  S.  288. 

SIXTH  District. 

It  is  a  fact  Judicially  established,  by  the  endorsement  on  the  copy 
of  the  Code  of  Practice  forwarded  for  the  use  of  the  Supreme  Court 
at  Alexandria,  Rapides,  that  the  Code  of  Practice  reached  Rapides 
on  the  dd  day  of  Gk^tober,  1825. 
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Ganiott  v.  Havard.    YI,  N.  S.  S90. 

A  jwdfBteot  ■gminst  the  unfiiee  of  part  of  a  debt  on  the  gmand  tbiU  he  acquired  do 
hitereet  bj  the  aMifnment,  forme  no  re$  jmdiemU  afaioet  the  orifinal  creditor. 

After  the  death  of  a  partner,  the  affurt  of  a  firm  may  be  canried  on  m  the  aoeial  noM, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  eorrWor  and  the  heir  of  the  deoeaeed. 

SIXTH  District 

PoBTBB,  J.,  deliyered  the  opiakm  of  the  oourt. 

This  action  is  brought  on  a  bond,  by  which  the  defendant  bound 
himself  as  surety,  to  one  McCrummin,  who  had  replevied  a  quantity  of 
cotton,  seized  in  an  action  which  the  plaintiff  instituted  against  hum. 
The  petition  states,  that  judgment  was  recovered  against  McCrummin 
for  800  dollars,  with  interest,  and  costs  amounting  to  42  dollars  62} 
cents,  that  he  is  insolvent,  and  that  the  defendant  is  responsible  for 
the  amount,  with  the  exception  of  300  dollars,  which  the  plaintiff 
has  transferred  to  one  Hollaway,  and  which  he  does  not  make  dakn 
to.  He  states  that  be  sues  for  the  use  of  King  k  Beatty,  and  Isaac 
Th6mas. 

The  defendant  pleads,  that  the  plaintiff  never  did  transfer  to  King 
&  Beatty,  and  lliomas,  the  balance  due  on  the  bond.  Itiat  the 
matters  and  things  growing  out  of  the  demand  in  the  petition,  have 
already  been  adjudicated  on  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  have  acquired 
the  force  of  resjudicaia.  That  the  principal  in  the  bond,  McCrum- 
min, has  paid  the  plaintiff  the  amount  claimed  in  the  petition,  and 
more,  for  which  overplus,  the  defendant  is  entitled  to  judgment  in 
reconvention.  And  lastly,  that  the  plaintiff  cannot  parcel  out  the 
bond  to  different  persons. 

There  was  judgment  in  the  district  court,  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff, 
for  542  dollars,  62)  cents,  with  interest,  at  five  per  cent,  on  500  dol- 
lars, from  the  26th  of  November,  1823,  until  paid.  The  defendant 
appealed 

In  this  court,  the  defendant  has  made  the  following  points: 

1.  The  judgment  is  for  542  dollars,  62)  cents,  when  the  prayer 
was  only  for  500  dollars. 

2.  The  attempt  to  prove,  that  the  plaintiff  had  funds  in  the  hands 
of  the  principal  m  the  bond,  is  too  vague  to  merit  notice.  Civil  Code 
2257. 

3.  Res  judicata. 

I.  The  prayer  in  the  petition  is  not  for  500  dollars  alone;  but  for 
500  dollars  and  interest,  and  42  dollars,  62i  cents,  the  amount  of  costs 
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incurred,  in  the  suit  wherein  the  sequestration  issued.    There  is^ 
therefore,  no  foundation  for  this  objection. 

II.  We  think  the  evidence  fully  justified  the  judge  a  guo^  in  con- 
cluding, that  the  sums  pleaded  as  a  set  oflf,  by  the  defendant,  were 
compensated  by  another  sum.  which  the  principal  owed  the  plaintiff, 
on  an  account  different  from  that  for  which  this  bond  was  given. 

III.  The  plea  of  res  judicatOj  is  not  supported.  The  judgment 
that  is  offered  as  evidence  of  it,  was  given  in  a  suit  where  assignees 
of  a  part  of  this  debt  were  plaintiffs,  and  their  claim  was  rejected 
on  the  ground,  that  a  creditor  could  not,  by  assigning  a  portion  of  his 
claim  to  several  persons,  give  a  right  of  action  to  each  against  his 
debtor.  In  this  case,  the  creditor  himself  sues  for  the  whole  balance 
due.  There  are  neither  the  same  parties,  nor  the  same  subject 
matter. 

In  addition  to  the  points  filed,  it  has  been  urged  in  argument,  that 
there  is  no  such  person  as  Beatty;  that  he  is  dead.  This  may  be 
true,  and  the  plaintiff's  right  to  recover  remain  unaffected.  The  suit 
is  not  brought  for  the  use  of  Beatty,  but  for  the  use  of  King  &  Beatty; 
and  it  is  a  frequent  occurrence,  that  partnerships,  by  the  terms  of 
contract,  last  after  the  death  of  one  of  the  members,  and  are  continued 
under  the  nom  social  for  the  benefit  of  his  heirs.  The  plea  filed  in 
this  suit  recognises  this  fact,  for  it  does  not  assert  there  was  no  such 
firm  as  that  set  out  in  the  petition,  but  .there  was  no  such  person  as 
one  of  its  members. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Tkomasy  for  the  plaintiff. 

Oakley,  for  the  defendant. 


Wm.  Wilson  v.  Baillio  et  al.     VI,  N.  S.  293. 

SIXTH  District. 

Same  case  with  that,  ante  843. 
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Levesque  v.  Anderson.     YI,  N«  &  393. 

In  whatever  minner'one  maj  bind  himself,  he  sBali  be  bound. 
A  witneee  who  testifies  a^rainst  his  interest,  is  a  food  witness. 

SIXTH  District 

Martik,  J.y  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

The  appellee  has  moved  for  a  dismissal  of  the  appeal  on  the  ground 
that  the  condition  of  the  bond  is  not  verbatim  the  one  required  by 
the  575th  article  of  the  Code  of  Practice,  in  which  the  surety  is  bound 
only  in  case  the  appellant  being  cast  in  this  court,  does  not  pay  die 
amount  of  the  judgment,  and  it  cannot  be  made  out<^  his  property. 

The  condition  of  the  bond  given,  binds  the  surety,  immediately  on 
the  appellant  being  cast  and  failing  to  pay. 

We  think  the  objection  ought  not  to  prevail;  the  appellee  is  more 
amply  secured  by  this  bond  than  by  that  required  by  law;  and  we 
have  held  that  in  whatever  manner  one  binds  himself  he  dtaU  be 
boimd. 

The  plaintiff  sues  the  defendant,  administrator  of  the  estate  of 
Louisa  Hoffman,  to  procure  the  rescission  of  the  sale  of  a  slave, 
bought  by  the  former  at  the  sale  of  the  estate.  There  was  judgment 
for  the  plaintiff  and  he  appealed. 

His  counsel  took  a  bill  of  exceptions  to  the  opinion  of  the  district 
court,  who  rejected  I^llah  Hanunon,  a  witness  offered  by  the  defend- 
ant, to  prove  the  redhibitory  vice,  on  the  ground  that  she  is  one  of 
the  persons  entitled  to  the  succession  of  Louisa  Hoffman,  whose 
estate  the  defendant  administers,  and  consequently  has  an  interest  in 
the  event  of  the  suit. 

Administrators  are  appointed  to  the  estates  of  beneficiary  heirs, 
and  of  persons  entitled  to  a  succession  who  desire  time  to  deliberate 
whether  they  shall  accept  the  succ^sion.  Civil  Code,  1031, 1034. 
In  the  present  case,  it  is  not  shown  thai  the  witness  has  accepted  the 
succession;  admitting  that  she  has,  she  comes  to  testify  against  her 
interest,  by  diminishing  the  anoount  of  the  estate,  and  is  a  good 
witness. 

But  it  is  urged  she  \a  a  party  to  the  suit,  a  defendant,  Anderson, 
being  a  nominal  one,  and  having  no  personal  interest  in  the  suit,  and 
that  the  testimony  of  parties  to  a  suit  can  be  obtained  by  interroga- 
tories only. 

She  is  not  actually  a  party  to  the  suit,  although  she  may  derive 
some  advantage  from  the  judgment  in  favor  of  the  actual  defendant; 
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the  plaintiff  could  not  have  made  her  a  parly  to  the  suit,  for  he  was 
bound  to  direct  his  claim  against  the  administrator.     He  therefore 
had  no  means  to  avail  himself  of  her  testimony  by  interrogatories. 
'  We  think  the  judge  erred  in  rejecting  her. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  the  verdict  set  aside,  and  the 
case  remanded,  with  directions  to  the  judge  to  permit  the  testimony 
of  Lallah  Hammon  to  go  to  the  jury;  and  it  is  ordered  that  the 
appellee  pay  costs  in  this  court. 

BoycBj  for  the  plaintiff. 

Oakley y  for  the  defendant 


Styies  V.  M'NeiFs  Heirs.     VI,  N.  S.  396. 

SIXTH  District. 

If  the  transferee  neglects  to  give  notice  of  the  transfer  to  the  debtor, 
payment  compulsorily  made  by  the  latter  to  the  transferor,  destroys 
the  transferee's  right  against  the  debtor. 


Gill  V.  Phillips  e/  a/.    YI,  N.  S.  298. 

The  certificate  of  a  jailor,  of  the  death  of  a  prisoner  ia  not  legal  evidence,  ia  not  the  beat 
the  nature  of  the. case  admiti,  not  even  ao  good  as  the  jailor*s  oath. 

If  the  teatimon jr. leave  it  donbtful  whether  notice  to  file  croaa  interrogatoriea  was  giren, 
the  deposition  oaj(ht  16  be  rejected. 

When  fraad  ia  not  in  iaatie,  evidence  cannot  be  given  of  the  consent  to  a  sale  of  alaves. 

An  account  referred  to  in  a  deed  of  partition,  is  evidence  against  the  heirs. 

The  court  of  probates  has  power  to  decide  on  sales  of  the  immovable  property  of  a  sue* 
cession. 

That  the  coort  of  probates  hat  no  power  to  decide  directly,  on  the  validity  of  sales  of 
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red  efUte,  or  to  trj  titlet  thereto,  is  a  position  to  which  this  ooort  readily  accedes. 
But  that  coart  possesses  all  powers  necessary  to  carry  its  jarisdiction  into  effect,  and 
when  in  the  exercise  of  that  jarisdiction,  qoeetions  arise  collaterally,  it  most,  of  neces- 
sity, decide  them,  for  if  it  ooald  not,  no  other  conrt  coald.  It  is  immaterial,  whether 
these  qnestions  arise  oat  />f  the  sale  of  land,  slaves,  or  in  any  other  manner,  if  the 
examinatioa  of  them  b  necessary  to  the  decision  of  the  issoe  joined. 

COURT  of  Probates,  Parish  of  Rapides. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

The  petition  states,  that  the  plaintiff  recovered  a  judgment  in 
solido^  against  John  &  Abraham  Pliilips,  and  that  in  that  suit,  cer- 
tain property  was  attached;  that  in  consequence  of  the  mother  of 
the  defendants  having  interpleaded  in  that  action,  and  claimed  the 
objects  seized,  as  making  a  part  of  the  succession  of  Isaac  Phillips, 
deceased;  her  husband,  the  judge  of  the  district  court,  had  ordered  a 
partition  of  the  property  should  be  made  before  the  court  of  probates. 
It  further  states,  that  there  is  much  more  property  in  the  same  situa- 
tion in  said  parish,  which  the  petitioner  has  a  right  to  have  partitioned; 
and  that  the  widow  had  sold  and  made  use  of  more  of  the  succession 
of  her  husband,  than  that  which  had  fallen  to  her  share.  It  con- 
cludes, with  a  prayer  that  the  partition  should  be  made;  that  the 
property  not  attached,  should  be  sequestered  to  prevent  its  being 
removed  from  the  state,  and  that  the  widow  should  be^held  to  account 
for  the  property  that  was  wasted. 

The  court  of  probates,  on  motion  being  made  to  it,  to  carry  this 
decree  of  the  district  court  into  effect,  was  of  opinion,  that  it  could  not 
proceed  otherwise  than  in  the  ordinary  way  of  partition. 

With  this  decision,  the  parties  appear  to  have  acquiesced;  and  the 
next  thing  which  appears  on  record  is,  an  answer  of  James  L.  Phillips 
and  Richard  L.  Phillips,  stating  that  they  are  heirs  of  Isaac  Phillips, 
deceased,  and  brethren  of  John  &  Abraham  Phillips;  that  the  plaintiff 
has  no  right  to  sue  for,  or  provoke  a  partition  of  any  property,  belong- 
ing to  the  succession  of  Isaac  Phillips,  deceased;  that  a  partition  has 
already  taken  place  between  the  heirs  of  the  succession,  and  those 
who  represent  them,  by  which  all  the  property  mentioned  in  the  par- 
tition, was  assigned  to  the  respondents  for  their  share  in  the  succes- 
sion as  heirs,  and  also,  to  satisfy  debts  which  said  succession  owed 
them;  and  finally,  that  John  &  Abraham  Phillips,  in  whose  right 
the  plaintiff  claims  a  partition,  have  long  since  received  their  portion 
of  their  father's  estate. 

On  these  pleadings,  after  a  great  deal  of  evidence,  oral  and  written, 
was  heard,  the  court  of  probates  decreed  a  partition  of  the  estate 
of  Isaac  Phillips,  assigning  the  widow  the  one-half  thereof,  and  the 
other  half  to  his  children,  James  L.  Phillips,  Richard  L.  Phillips, 
John  Phillips  and  Abraham  Phillips,  in  equal  parts,  and  that,  in  order 
to  effect  this  partition,  a  sale  should  take  place.  The  court  fur- 
ther decreed,  that  this  partition  should  be  confined  to  the  property 
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in  possession  of  the  widow  and  heirs,  and  that  it  should  n6t  extend 
to  the  property  ^hich  has  been  disposed  of  by  them. 

On  the  trial  of  the  cause,  the  defendants  and  appellants,  offered  in 
evidence  the  certificate  of  the  deputy  sheriff  of  New  Orleans,  who 
has  charge  of  the  state  prison,  to  show  the  period  when  a  person  con- 
fined in  the  penitentiary  had  died.  This  evidence  was  objected  to 
as  not  being  the  best  which  the  nature  of  the  case  was  susceptible  of. 
Of  this  opinion  was  the  court,  and  rejected  it 
.  We  think  it  did  not  err.  Admitting  it  was  the  duty  of  this  officer 
to  keep  a  record  of  the  deaths  of  the  persons  committed  to  his  custody, 
and  that  a  copy  from  this  record  could  be  evidence,  the  certificate 
offered  did  not  purport  to  be  such.  It  is  merely  a  statement  by  the 
jailer,  that  a  prisoner  in  his  custody  had  died.  This  was  not  the 
best  evidence  of  which  the  case  was  susceptible.  The  oath  of  the 
person  certifying,  would  have  been  higher  and  better  proof,  and  con- 
sequently, the  inferior  evidence  could  not  be  received. 

The  second  bill  of  exceptions  taken  by  the  defendants,  was  to  an 
opinion  of  the  judge  rejecting  certain  depositions,  on  the  ground  that 
notice  had  not  been  regularly  given  to  the  plaintiff,  so  as  to  enable 
him  to  file  cross  interrogatories. 

The  proof  in  relation  to  the  opportunity  offered  to  put  the  cross 
interrogatories,  leaves  it  doubtful  whether  it  was  given  or  not,  and  as 
the  burthen  of  proving  it  devolved  on  the  party  wishing  to  use  the 
interrogatories,  the  depositions  were  properly  rejected. 

The  third  was  taken  to  the  testimony  of  a  witness,  to  show  that 
One  of  the  heirs  used  certain  declarations,  when  two  of  the  others 
made  a  conveyance  of  certain  slaves.  We  think  the  judge  erred  in 
admitting  this  evidence.  If  the  heir  had  made  the  conveyance  by 
parol,  it  could  not  be  given  against  him,  therefore,  his  assent  to  another 
man's  conveying  it,  can  not  be  proved  by  oral  testimony.  If  fraud 
had  been  expressly  charged  against  him,  and  the  parties  had  joined 
issue  on  it,  then,  perhaps,  this  proof  would  have  been  admissible;  but 
nothing  of  the  kind  appears  on  the  pleadings. 

We  are  also  of  opinion  the  judge  erred,  in  rejecting  an  account 
referred  to  in  the  fourth  bill  of  exceptions.  The  account  was  referred 
to  in  an  instrument,  setting  forth  a  partition  of  the  property,  passed 
in  the  state  of  Alabama,  and  which  instrument  was  signed  by  all  the 
heirs  but  one,  who  was  represented  by  his  mother.  Whether  this 
partition  was  fraudulent,  and  made  with  the  intention  of  defeating 
the  claims  of  tKe  creditors  of  some  of  the  heirs,  is  a  question  totally 
distinct,  from  the  legal  right  of  introducing  the  document  in  evidence. 
It  was  objected  to,  because,  one  of  the  parties  to  a  suit  can  not  make 
evidence  for  himself  This  is  most  true,  but  though  he  can  not  make 
evidence  for  himself,  he  can  use  in  evidence,  what  those  opposed  to 
him  in  interest,  have  acknowledged  against  themselves,  though  these 
acknowledgments  should  be  made  in  an  act  to  which  he  was  a  party. 
In  this  suit,  the  plaintiff  claims,  in  right  of  two  of  the  heirs,  and  every 
thing  which  they  did  bona  fidt  in  relation  to  the  estate,  is  evidence 
against  them. 
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This  cause,  must,  therefore,  be  remanded,  bnt  in  directing  that 
course  to  be  taken,  we  think  proper  to  remark,  that  we  perceive  an 
error  in  the  final  judgment,  and  as  the  acting  on  the  same  principle, 
in  the  decree  which  the  probate  court  may  again  render,  would 
create  expense  and  delay,  and  finally  cause  a  reversal  here,  it  is 
better  to  settle  the  question  now.  We  do  this  the  more  readily,  as 
the  point  was  fully  argued,  on  the  hypothesis,  that  we  should  be 
obliged  to  go  into  the  merits. 

By  the  terms  of  the  judgment,  the  inventory  and  appraisement 
are  limited  to  the  property  in  possession  of  the  widow  and  heirs,  and 
that  portion  which  had  been  disposed  of  by  them,  is  expressly  exclu- 
ded, the  court  being  of  opinion  it  had  no  power  to  decide  on  the 
validity  of  these  sales;  and  the  notary  is  directed  to  make  a  partition 
between  the  parties  of  this  property. 

That  the  court  of  probates  has  no  power  to  decide  directly,  on  the 
validity  of  sales  of  real  estate,  or  to  try  titles  thereto,  is  a  position  to 
which  this  court  readily  accedes.  But  that  court  possesses  all  pow- 
ers necessary  to  carry  its  jurisdiction  into  effect,  and  when  in  the 
exercise  of  that  jurisdiction,  questions  arise  collaterally,  it  must,  of 
necessity,  decide  them,  for  if  it  could  not,  no  other  court  could.  It  is 
immaterial,  whether  ^ese  questions  ajise  out  of  the  sale  of  land, 
slaves,  or  in  any  other  manner,  if  the  examination  of  them  is  neces- 
sary to  the  decision  of  the  issue  Joined.  Any  other  construction 
would  present  a  singular  species  of  judicial  power — the  right  to  de- 
cree a  partition,  without  the  authority  to  inquire  into  the  grounds 
on  which  it  should  be  ordered,  or  the  portions  that  each  of  the  par- 
ties should  take.  The  end  would  thus  be  conceded  without  the 
means.  But  the  rule  in  all  cases  of  this  kind  is,  cum  quod  concedi- 
turj  concediiur  ei  hoc^  per  quod  pervenitur  ad  illud.  This  point 
was  decided  at  the  last  term  of  the  court,  for  this  division  of  the 
western  district,  in  the  case  of  Baillio  v.  Wilson. 

The  court  of  probates,  therefore,  did  not  want  the  power  to  decide 
on  sales  of  the  slaves,  and  immovables  of  the  succession,  and  if  any 
such  were  made  by  the  heirs,  it  was  its  duty  to  have  passed  on  them, 
and  then  to  have  sent  the  parties  before  the  notary  to  make  up  the 
account,  and  allot  the  share  to  eeu^h.  There  cannot  be  a  question, 
that  if  some  of  the  heirs  of  the  succession,  sell  property  belonging  to 
it  contrary,  to  law,  they  are  responsible  to  the  co-heirs,  for  so  much 
as  they  have  thus  illegally  disposed  of;  and  it  would  be  doing  a  great 
injustice,  to  permit  them  to  take  a  share  of  the  effects  that  remained 
when  that  part  which  they  had  alienated,  amounted  to,  perhaps,  more 
than  their  portion.  An  article  in  our  Code,  declares,  that  the  notary 
in  making  the  partition  shall  include  in  the  account,  those  sums  which 
each  of  the  co-heirs  may  owe,  by  reason  of  damages  or  injury,  which 
may  have  been  caused  by  his  fault  to  the  effects  of  the  succession;  a 
fortiori  must  be  included  what  he  owes,  when  he  has  made  away 
with  them  altogether. 
It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
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of  the  court  of  probates,  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  and  that 
this  cause  be  remanded  for  a  new  trial,  with  directions  to  the  judge 
not  to  admit  declarations  of  one  of  the  heirs,  at  the  time  a  sale  was 
made  by  others,  and  not  to  reject  the  account  referred  to  in  the  fourth 
and  last  bill  of  exceptions,  taken  by  the  defendants,  on  the  ground, 
that  the  parties  could  not  make  evidence  against  themselves,  and  it 
is  further  ordered,  that  the  appellee  pay  the  costs  of  this  appeal. 

ThomaSy  for  the  plaintiff. 

Scotty  Johnston  and  Boycty  for  the  defendant. 


Oakley  v.  Phillips.     VI,  N.  S.  306. 

COURT  of  Probates,  Parish  of  Rapides. 

If  the  interest  on  which  the  right  to  appeal  be  denied  in  the 
Supreme  Court,  the  case  must  be  remanded. 


M^Nutt  V.  Boyce,  Syndic.     VI,  N.  S.  308. 

COURT  of  Probates,  Parish  of  Rapides. 

Htldy  an  overseer  is  not  a  domestic  within  the  meaning  of  the  old 
Civil  Code,  488,  art.  77;  the  word  domestics  applies  to  those  persons 
who  are  employed  in  the  house,  and  not  to  those  engaged  in  con- 
ducting and  managing  a  plantation. 
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Phelps  a  al.  V.  Overton.    VI,  N.  S.  309. 

SIXTH  District 

A  citation  of  appeal  is  improperiy  served  on  Ihe  attorney  on  record^ 
when  the  appellee  resides  in  the  state.    Code  of  Practice,  582. 


Broussard  v.  Philips.     YI,  N.  S.  309. 

SIXTH  District. 

The  third  possessor  can  not  be  called  on  till  thirty  days  aftw  a 
demand  on  mortgage.    Code  of  Practice,  46, 70. 


Wells  V.  Hunter.     VI,  N.  S.  31 1. 

SIXTH  District 

If  the  defendant  plead  that  the  injunction  was  improperly  issued 
by  a  judge  of  another  district,  when  that  of  the  district  was  absent, 
he  cannot  give,  in  evidence,  that  the  plaintiff  is  without  title,  as  the 
slave  was  brought  into  the  state  contrary  to  law;  for,  inasmuch  as 
possession  enables  plaintiff  to  maintain  the  injunction,  a  forfeiture 
for  breach  of  positive  law,  cannot  be  set  up  and  examined  collaterally 
in  such  a  case  as  this. 
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Baker  v.  Voorhies.     VI,  N.  S.  312. 

The  party  who  takes  a  deposition,  most  seov  that  the  commission  be  duly  ezecated  alid 
returned,  and  to  this  end  must  see  that  the  questions  of  his  opponent  be  answered. 

The  elause  in  a  private  act  of  sale  that  has  been  acknowledgfed  by  the  parties,  w<hereb)r 
▼endor  confesses  tlie  receipt  of  the  price,  cannot  be  contested  by  vendor,  under  preteooe 
^the  exception  of  hoa  timmerata  peeunia. 

SIXTH  District. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  petition  states  that  the  plaintiff  sold  to  Woods,  a  slave,  by  a 
private  writing,  on  which  he  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  the  price, 
although  it  was  not  paid;  that  the  vendor  is  dead,  and  the  defendant, 
curator  of  his  estate,  is  about  to  soil  the  slave  for  cash,  contrary  to 
law.  The  prayer  is,  that  the  plaintiff  may  have  judgment  for  the 
price,  and  that  the  defendant  may  bo  enjoined  from  selling  the  slave 
for  cash. 

The  defendant  pleaded  the  general  issue;  that  the  injunction  was 
asked  merely  to  create  delay. 

The  injunction  was  dissolved,  the  defendant  had  judgnient,  and 
the  plaintiff  appealed. 

The  defendant's  counsel  relies  on  a  bill  of  exceptions  taken  to  the 
ophiion  of  the  court  of  probates,  who  refused  leave  to  read  the  deposi- 
tion'of  his  witnesses,  taken  by  commission  and  on  interrogatories,  on 
the  objection  of  the  defendant  and  appellee,  that  his  interrogatories, 
added  to  those  of  the  plaintiff,  were  not  answered. 

It  is  urged,  if  a  defendant  withhold  the  answers  to  his  interroga- 
tories, or  otherwise  prevent  their  appeareance,  or  if  the  magistrate  is 
in  fault,  (he  plaintiff  oiYght  ndt  to  scmer.  It  is  true,  thatif  it 'be  through 
the  act  of  the  defendant,  that  the  answers  to  his  interrogatories  do  not 
come  up,  the  plaintiff  ought  not  to  suffer;  but  the  plaintiff  should  show 
the  interference  of  the  defendant,  if  he  wishes  to  avail  himself  of  it. 
l*his  is  not  done  in  the  present  case.  It  appears  the  defendant  added 
his  interrogatories  to  the  plaintiff's;  this  is  all  he  was  bound  to  do. 
The  plaintiff  was  then  to  have  the  commissions  duly  executed  and 
returned.  If  it  be  not  so,  the  depositions  cannot  be  read,  for  the 
reading  of  them  would  do  injury  to  the  defendant,  who  is  in  no  fault; 
the  plaintiff  who  undertook  to  procure  testimony,  must  suffer  the 
consequence  if  by  accident  or  otherwise,  the  testimony  does  not  arrive 
in  such  a  plight  as  to  be  used.  The  testimony  was  therefore  correctly 
rejected. 

Vol.  III.— 78 
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On  the  merits  the  plaintiff  has  admitted,  in  the  bill  of  sale,  he  re- 
ceived the  price.  The  bill  is  posterior  in  date,  to  the  promulgation 
of  the  new  Civil  Code,  which  provides  that  <Mhe  acknowledgment  of 
payment  made  in  an  authentic  act,  cannot  be  contested  under  the  pre- 
tence of  the  exception  de  non  numeraia  pecuniaj  which  is  hereby 
abolished/'  2234. 

It  is  contended  that,  the  first  branch  of  the  article  relating  to  au- 
thentic acts  only,  the  latter  must  be  confined  to  cases  in  which  there 
is  such  an  act;  otherwise  the  adjective  authentic  has  no  meaning;  to 
this  it  may  be  answered  that  if  the  exception  be  abolished,  in  cases 
of  authentic  acts,  the  whole  of  the  last  branch  of  the  article  is  without 
use;  for,  in  the  first  branch,  the  legislator  had  virtually  though  impli- 
edly abolished  the  exception. 

Farther,  the  bill  of  sale  being  acknowledged  has,  between  the  par- 
ties, the  same  credit  as  an  authentic  act.  Ibid.  2239.  To  this  act 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  price,  and  being  entitled  to  the  same 
credit  as  an  authentic  one,  the  acknowledgment  in  it  cannot  be 
contested. 

But  the  injunction  was  claimed  by  the  plaintiff,  not  only  as  creditor 
of  the  price,  but  as  a  creditor  of  other  sums  due  by  the  estate,- of  this 
there  was  not  a  tittle  of  evidence  produced. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  court  of  probates  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Boyce  and  Gor/on,  for  the  plaintifil 

ThomaSy  for  the  defendant 


Barker  v.  Voorhies,  Curator.     VI,  N.  S.  315. 

SIXTH  District. 

The  appeal  will  be  dismissed  if  the  judge  who  grants  it  does  not 
fix  the  sum  for  which  security  is  to  be  given  ou  the  return  day. 
Code  of  Practice,  574. 
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Scrivener  v.  Maxey's  Heirs.     VI,  N.  S.  317. 

SIXTH  District 

Appeal  bond  made  payable  to  the  governor  of  the  state,  not  to 
appellees;  heldy  bad:  appeal  dismissed. 


Davison  v.  Chabres'  Heirs.     VI,  N.  S.  317. 

If  the  vendor  be  not  subrogated  to  his  vendor's  right  of  warranty,  he  cannot  resort  to  the 

warrantors  of  the  latter. 
Quare^  whether,  the  wife  being  in  coromunity  with  her  hosband  at  the  time  the  sale 

was  made  to  him,  the  warranty  for  one  half  did  not  extend  to  her  as  partner,  and 

whether  her  buying  all  the  effects  at  the  probate  sole  of  the  commnnity  goods  did  not 

destroy  that  right  of  warranty  in  her. 

SIXTH  District. 

PoBTER,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  petitioner  states  that  she  is  widow  of  one  Dominique  Davison, 
who,  on  the  18th  June,  1811,  purchased  from  the  ancestor  of  the 
defendants,  a  slave  called  Adelaide,  with  her  three  children.  That 
at  the  death  of  her  husband,  in  the  year  1814,  she  purchased  the  said 
slaves  with  their  increase,  and  by  the  conditions  of  said  sale,  she  be- 
came subrogated  to  the  right  of  warranty  stipulated  by  Chabres  in 
favor  of  her  deceased  husband. 

She  further  states  that  she  continued  in  possession  of  said  slaves,  and 
was  at  great  'trouble  and  expense  in  maintaining  them  and  their  in- 
crease, and  that  she  has  been  evicted  from  the  possession  of  them  by 
a  decree  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  that,  in  addition  to  the  loss  of  the 
slaves,  which  were  worth  4000  dollars,  she  expended  1000  dollars 
in  defending  the  suit. 

That  Chabres,  the  vendor  to  her  husband,  has  departed  this  life, 
leaving  as  heirs,  Carmelite  Chabres,  the  wife  of  L.  Hazleton,  and  F. 
Chabres;  that  they  have  taken  possession  of  his  estate,  and  have  done 
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various  acts  as  pnre  and  simple  heirs  of  their  ancestor.  That  they 
have  also  accepted  the  succession  of  their  mother,  who  was,  at  the 
time  the  warranty  was  stipulated  in  the  sale  to  the  petitioner's  hus- 
band, in  community  with  the  ancestor  of  the  defendants.  And  that 
by  reason  of  all  these  things,  the  defendants  have  become  liable  to 

Eay  to  the  plaintiff,  the  sum  aforesaid,  more  particularly, as  they  have 
ad  notice  of  the  suit  by  which  she  was  evicted,  but  &iled  or  refused 
to  defend  it 
By  the  first  answer  filed,  the  defendants  pleaded, 

1.  The  general  issue. 

2.  That  they  are  not  the  immediate  warrantors  of  the  plaintiff. 

3.  That  they  had  not  notice  of  the  suit  That  if  they  had,  they  had 
a  good  defence  to  make  to  it 

4.  That  they  are  not  responsible  in  solidOj  but  if  at  all,  only  for 
their  virile  share. 

5.  That  Francis  Chabres,one  of  the  defendants,  was  a  minor  when 
his  father  and  mother  died,  and  cannot  be  answerable  for  more  than 
one-fourth  of  his  father  and  mother's  estate. 

And  lastly — That  they  were  both  minors  when  their  father  died; 

that  his  estate  was  worth  nothing,  and  that  they  cannot  be  made 

responsible  out  of  their  own  property. 

In  the  first  amended  answer,  they  further  pleaded: — 

That  if  the  negroes  sued  for  and  recovered  from  the  petitioner,  ever 

were  in  possession  of  Case,  the  plaintiff  in  that  cause,  they  were  bis 

Kroperty,  and  not  his  wife's;  that  the  petitioner  lost  them  through 
er  own  negligence,  and  failed  to  notify  the  respondents,  and  call 
them  in  warranty.  That  if  they  were  sold  as  the  property  of  Case 
it  was  for  a  debt  contracted  during  the  marriage  with  his  wife,  for 
which  she  was  responsible,  and  that  she  was  otherwise  stopped  from 
claiming  the  negroes  from  the  present  plaintiff.  That  the  negroes 
sold  by  the  ancestor  of  the  defendants  were  purchased  at  sheriff's 
sale,  as  the  property  of  D.  Case,  at  the  suit  of  Wm.  Montgomery  of 
New  Orieans,  and  that  ihey  are  bound  in  warranty  to  him. 

This  answer  concludes  with  a  prayer  that  the  representative  of  Case 
&  Montgomery  may  be  cited  in  warranty. 

The  second  amended  answer  only  repeats  certain  averments  con- 
tained in  the  first. 

The  third  averred  that  the  plaintiff  had  a  perfect  title  to  the  slave 
from  which  she  was  evicted  by  prescription,  but  she  failed  to  show 
that  David  Case  was  the  original  debtor  of  Montgomery,  and  was 
equally  bound  with  his  wife  for  the  payment  of  the  mortgage  under 
which  said  slaves  were  sold. 

That  if  the  respondents  are  at  all  bound  in  warranty,  they  are 
only  bound  for  one-half  so  much  of  the  price  paid,  as  the  probable 
length  of  time  which  the  slaves  have  yet  to  live,  may  be  assessed  to 
be  worth. 

The  curator  of  Case  pleaded  that  the  district  court  had  no  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  case;  that  all  claims  against  the  estate,  he  represents,  raost 
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be  brought  in  the  court  of  probates. — Montgomery,  who  was  also 
cited  in  warranty,  answered,  by  denying  ail  the  allegations  in  the 
answer  of  the  defendants;  and  that  he  is  not  responsible  in  warn 
ranty. 

Evidence  in  support  of  the  allegations  contained  in  their  pleadings 
was  introduced  by  the  parties,  and  the  court  below  gave  judgment 
of  nonsuit,  on  the  ground  that  the  defendants  were  not  the  immedi- 
ate warrantors  of  the  plaintiff,  and  could  not  in  the  first  instance, 
maintain  an  action  against  them. 

The  general  rule  certainly  is,  that  the  vendee,  in  an  ordinary  con- 
tract of  sale,  who  has  not  taken  an  express  subrogation  of  his  vendor's 
right  of  warranty  on  the  person  from  whom  he  bought,  cannot,  in 
case  of  eviction,  maintain  an  action  against  the  first  seller.  The 
only  difficulty  we  have  had  in  coming  to  a  conclusion  in  this  case,  is, 
whether  it  did  not  present  an  exception  to  the  rule.  It  has  occurred 
to  us  that  the  wife  being  in  community  with  her  husband,  at  the  time 
the  sale  was  made  to  him,  the  warranty  of  one-half  at  least  of  the 
property  extended  to  her  as  partner,  and  that  the  circumstance  of  her 
having  bought  the  whole  of  it  at  the  probate  sale  of  the  community 
effects,  would  not  destroy  that  right;  or,  in  other  words,  that  she 
would  be  at  liberty  to  refer  back  to  her  original  right,  as  vendee,  of 
the  ancestor  of  the  defendants.  We  are  not,  however,  to  be  under- 
stood to  express  a  positive  opinion  on  this  point.  It  is  not  free  of 
difficulty,  and  the  facts,  as  proved  in  evidence,  do  not  require  of  us 
an  opinion  in  relation  to  it. 

It  appears  that  the  sale  to  the  plaintiff's  husband  was  during  their 
marriage,  and  it  is  a  presumption  of  law  that  the  effects  found  in  the 
possession  of  husband  and  wife,  at  its  dissolution,  are  conunon  pro- 
perty. But  in  (he  instance  before  us,  that  presumption,  if  not  de- 
stroyed, is  greatly  weakened  by  the  title  introduced  by  the  plaintiff 
herself,  from  which  it  appears,  that  the  slaves  were  bought  by  her, 
not  at  the  sale  of  the  property  held  in  community,  but  of  the  succes- 
sion of  the  husband.  The  answer  of  the  plaintiff,  when  sued  by  the 
person  by  t^rhom  she  was  evicted,  contained  the  same  averment 
This  leaves  the  case  doubtful;  and  as  the  duty  of  making  it  clear, 
devolved  on  the  plaintiff,  we  are  not  authorised  to  reverse  the  judg- 
ment of  the  court  below. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  it  be  affirmed, 
with  costs. 

Thomasj  for  the  plaintiff. 

Boyce  and  John^tdn,  fdr  the  defendants. 
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Hughes  V.  Hook's  Heirs.    Y,  N.  S.  333. 

SEVENTH  District 

The  Supreme  Court  cannot  take  cognisance  of  a  case  referred  to 
it  by  a  district  court,  without  an  appeal  having  been  prayed  for  and 
granted;  the  case  having  stood  several  years  in  the  court  a  gua, 
and  the  district  judge,  doubting  his  jurisdiction  over  it,  and  thereupon 
refering  it  to  this  court 


Yocum  V.  BuUit  et  al.     VI,  N.  S.  324. 

Property  frandaleDt^  9old  bj  the  defaidant,  cannot  be  eold  wider  an  ezeention  againal 

him,  until  the  sale  be  set  aside. 
Such  a  eale  cannot  be  eet  aaide,  in  a  anit  to  which  the  ?endee  is  not  a  party. 

SIXTH  District 

Martih,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

This  is  an  action  against  a  sheriff  and  the  plaintiff  on  ^fierifadoM 
on  which  the  present  plaintiff  complains  that  several  slaves  of  his 
wure  illegally  seized  to  satisfy  a  judgment  against  a  third  party,  and 
prays  that  he  may  be  quieted  in  his  title  and  possession,  that  all  future 
proceedings  in  the  case  may  be  Enjoined,  and  past  ones  annulled  and 
avoided;  and  that  he  may  recover  damages. 

Bullit,  the  sheriff,  pleaded  he  levied  the  execution  as  sheriff,  ac- 
cording to  the  directions  of  the  other  defendant,  the  plaintiff  therein. 

Ball  pleaded  the  general  issue,  that  the  slaves  seized  were  the  pro- 
perty of  the  defendant  in  the  execution,  and  the  conveyance  to  the 
present  plaintiff  is  fraudulent  and  void;  that  it  is  a  donation,  and  is 
void  for  want  of  acceptance;  that  it  was  not  recorded  in  the  paririi 
of  Natchitoches. 

There  was  a  verdict  and  judgment  for  the  defendants^  and  plaintiff 
appealed. 

The  record  diows  the  slaves  were  conveyed  by  the  defendant  in 
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the  Jieri  facias^  by  a  sale  under  private  signature  recorded  in  the 
office  of  the  parish  judge  of  St  Landry,  where  the  sale  was  made. 
If  the  sale  was  fraudulent,  it  must  be  regularly  set  aside,  by  a  suit 
instituted  for  that  purpose.  It  was  not  less  a  sale,  and  binding  upon 
third  parties,  until  declared  null  in  an  action  which  the  law  gives; 
Cur.  Phil.yRevocatoria,  no.i\  and  the  possession  of  the  vendee  was 
a  legal  one,  until  avoided  in  due  course  of  law.  St  Avid  et  at.  v. 
Weimprendre's  Syndics,  9  Martin,  649. 

The  same  point  was  determined  during  the  last  term  in  the  eastern 
district,  on  which  we  held  that  a  conveyance,  alleged  to  be  fraudulent, 
cannot  b«  tested  by  the  seizure  of  the  property,  or  estate  belonging  to 
the  vendor;  and  an  action  must  be  brought  to  annul  the  conveyance; 
Barbarin  t;.  Saucier. 

The  plea  of  the  sheriff  cannot  avail  him.  He  was  authorised  to 
seize  the  property  of  the  defendant  in  the  execution  and  became  a 
trespasser  by  seizing  that  of  a  third  person.  The  instructions  of  the 
plaintiff  afford  him  no  protection. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  that  the 
defendant  be  enjoined  from  any  proceedings  on  the  seizure  of  said 
slaves;  and  the  case  be  remanded  to  assess  the  plaintiff's  damages. 

There  is  a  plea  in  a  supplemental  petition,  in  which  it  is  stated, 
that  a  sale  ha^  taken  place  on  which  a  twelve  months'  bond  was 
taken,  the  cancelling  of  which  is  prayed.  This,  we  think,  cannot  be 
done.  We  do  not  see  that  the  plaintiff  has  any  interest  in  requiring 
it  It  could  not  be  ordered  without  setting  the  sale  aside,  which 
cannot  be  done  in  a  suit  to  which  the  vendee  is  not  a  party. 

It  is  further  ordered  that  the  defendants  pay  costs  in  this  court 

Nosty  for  the  plaintiff. 

Morris  and  Thomas,  for  the  defendants. 
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Arpine's  Heirs  v.  Harrison  and  Wife.     VI,  N.  S.  326. 

SEVENTH  District. 

Decided^  that  the  possessor  of  land  cannot  avail  himself  of  pre- 
scription,  until  he  performs  the  condition  imposed  on  him  by  the  act 
under  which  he  entered;  and  it  seeming  now  impossible  that  de- 
fendants should  comply  with  that  condition,  their  right  under  the 
contract  has  perished. 

Defendants  claimed  by  prescription  under  a  possession  of  twenty 
yearsy  the  plaintiffs  being  non-residents:  but  it  appeared  that  of  plain- 
tiffs one  had  only  arrived  at  majority  nine  years  ago,  the  other  five 
since,  when,  only,  could  prescription  run  against  them.  The  evi- 
dence, therefore,  does  not  support  the  plea  of  prescription. 


Thomas  t^.  Callihan's  Heirs.     VI,  N.  S.  329. 

SIXTH  District 

A  judgment  of  nonsuit  forms  no  res  judicata. 

A  aoua  sting  privi  has  no  effect  on  the  rights  of  third  parties,  until 
its  date  be  fixed  by  something  dehors  the  instrument.  Old  Code, 
368,  art  122;  Louisiana  Code,  art  2613. 
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Baillio  et  ah  v.  Maria  C.  and  Wm.  Wilson. 
VI,  N.  S.  334. 

COURT  of  Probates  Parish  of  Rapides. 
Sickness  of  leading  counsel,  is  good  ground  for  a  continuance. 
Tutor  rendering  account  should  be  allowed  a  reasonable  time  to 
answer  objections  to  his  account 


Strong  V.  Morgan.    VI,  N.  S.  336. 


SEVENTH  District. 
A  case  of  facts. 


Milligan's  Heirs  v.  Hargrove.     VI,  N.  S.  337. 

Plots  of  sorvej,  unless  issoing  with  the  title,  or  assented  to  by  one  of  the  parties,  do  not 

make  evidence  per  $€, 
The  right  of  pre-emption  accorded  by  the  act  of  congress  of  1814,  is  not  snch  a  title  as 

enables  the  settler  to  plead  prescription  before  the  time  he  purchases. 

SIXTH  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

This  action  is  in  relation  to  a  tract  of  land  which  the  petitioners 
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claim  in  virtue  of  a  title  emanating  from  the  Spanish  gOTemment 
The  defendant's  title  is  founded  on  a  purchase  from  the  United 
States. 

The  plaintiffs'  has  also  been  confirmed  by  our  government,  so  that 
the  main  question  in  the  cause  was,  as  to  its  location.  On  this  point, 
a  vast  mass  of  contradictory  evidence  was  given  in  the  court  below, 
and  a  jury,  to  whom  the  .case  was  .submitted,  found  for  the  defend- 
ant 

According  to  the  well  settled  jurisprudence  of  this  court,  that  ver- 
dict, founded  on  doubtful  testimony,  must  prevail,  unless  it  should 
appear  that  some  errors  in  law  were  committed,  in  placing  the  evi- 
dence before  the  jury. 

The  plaintiffs  complain  of  several;  in  the  admission  of  illegal  testi- 
mony, and  in  the  charger  of  the  court 

On  the  trial,  the  defendant  offered  in  evidence  a  plot  of  survey  ex- 
ecuted by  the  principal  deputy-surveyor  of  the  United  States,  pur- 
porting to  be  a  true  representation  of  the  surveys  of  the  private 
claims,  therein  specified,  and  of  the  manner  and  extent  in  which  they 
interfere  with  each  other,  as  they  have  been  surveyed  and  returned 
to  the  office  by  the  deputy  surveyors,"  This  document  was  objected 
to  on  the  grounds  <<  that  it  constituted  no  part  of  the  defendant's  title, 
that  it  was  not  such  a  plot  as  the  officer  certifying  it  had  a  right  to 
make,  so  as  to  render  it  proof  against  parties  who  had  no  notice  in 
relation  to  it,  and  that  no  plot  can  be  admitted  in  evidence,  which  is 
not  made  under  an  order  of  court,  and  the  parties  to  be  affected 
thereby  notified  of  the  time  of  making  the  same. 

There  arises  frequently,  in  the  inferior  courts,  confusion,  in  relation 
to  the  introduction  of  plots  of  survey  in  evidence;  and  that  confu- 
sion, and  the  errors  consequent  thereon,  proceed  from  giving  them  a 
higher  degree  of  importance  than  they  are,  in  fact,  and  in  law,  enti- 
tle to;  and  from  not  distinguishing  the  use  that  may  be  made  of 
them,  in  applying  testimony,  instead  of  considering  them  proof  in 
themselves.  Nothing  can  be  clearer,  than  that  what  is  said  and  done 
by  third  parties  can  not  be  evidence  for  or  against  those  who  are 
litigating  their  rights  before  a  court  of  justice.  It  follows,  therefore, 
that  a  representation  in  the  form  of  a  plot  presenting  to  the  eye,  a 
picture,  as  it  were,  of  that  which  has  been  done  by  others,  can  not 
be  evidence.  But  although  not  legal  proof,  it  may  be  used  by  the 
parties  to  explain  the  evidence,  and  by  the  court  to  apply  it  When 
witnesses  give  testimony  how  lines  run,  and  how  they  intersect  and 
interfere  with  each  other,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  understand  them 
without  a  diagram,  which  will  enable  those  who  are  called  on  to 
decide,  to  follow  with  the  eye  the  testimony  that  is  received  in  rela- 
tion to  them.  Hence  it  is,  that  in  almost  all  contested  cases  of  this 
kind,  courts  direct  surveys  to  be  made,  not,  as  is  frequently  supposed, 
in  the  intention  that  the  lines  which  the  surveyor  may  run,  and 
represent  on  paper,  at  the  desire  of  either  plaintiff  or  defendant, 
should  be  evidence;  but  to  enable  the  court  to  understand  and  apply 
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the  proof,  which  either  party  may  produce,  in  support  of  the  lines 
contended  for.  The  notice  generally  directed  to  be  given  of  the  time 
and  place  of  making  these  surveys,  is  to  enable  the  parties  to  have 
their  pretensions  exhibited,  and  to  enable  them  the  better  to  detect 
any  errors  into  which  their  adversary  may  fall.  But  though  such  a 
direction  is  extremely  proper,  when  the  making  of  the  survey  is 
within  the  control  of  the  court,  it  does  not  follow  that  one  executed 
without  notice,  may  not  be  referred  to,  to  enable  an  application  to  be 
made  of  the  proof  given  in  relation  to  those  lines,  when  there  is 
evidence  before  the  court,  that  these  lines  are  faithfully  delineated 
on  the  plot. 

When  the  survey  issues  with  the  title,  or  afterwards,  if  it  makes  a 
part  of  it,  it  becomes  evidence,  under  another  rule.  But  with  this 
exception,  no  survey  is  proof  per  scy  against  parties  in  a  court  of 
justice,  unless  it  appear  that  they  have  assented  to  it,  as  containing 
the  truth.  In  this  case,  the  survey  which  made  no  part  of  the  title, 
was  admitted  to  go  to  the  jury  as  evidence  for  the  defendant,  and 
against  the  plaintiffs,  and  in  this  we  think  there  was  error.  The 
representation  made  in  the  office  books  of  the  United  States,  of  the 
stream  on  which  the  locus  in  quo  was  situated,  and  the  manner  in 
which  the  adjoining  titles  were  located,  was  not  proof  against  the 
plaintiff;  it  was  res  inter  alios  acta. 

The  next  question  to  be  examined,  arises  out  of  an  exceptio^i  to 
the  opinion  which  the  judge  expressed  to  the  jury  in  relation  to  the 
defendant's  plea  of  prescription.  He  charged  the  jury  ^*  that  the 
right  of  pre-emption  under  the  act  of  congress  of  1814,  vests  such  a 
title  from  the  date  of  it  as  may  be  the  basis  of  a  ten  years'  prescrip- 
tion; and  that  this  opinion  grows  out  of  the  views  of  the  Supreme 
Court  upon  a  like  plea,  under  the  act  of  1805. 

The  act  of  congress,  wliich,  in  the  opinion  of  the  judge,  formed  a 
proper  basis  for  prescription,  provides  that  every  person,  or  the  legal 
representatives  of  every  person  of  certain  settlers  therein  described 
<^  shall  be  entitled  to  pre-emption  in  the  purchase  thereof,  under  the 
same  restriciions,  conditions,  provisions  and  regulations,  in  every 
respect  as  directed  by  the  act,"  &c.  &c.  I  Mart.  Dig,  352,  sect.  5. 

To  enable  the  prescription  of  ten  years  to  be  successfully  pleaded, 
there  must  be  possession,  good  faith  and  just  title.  The  latter  is 
designated  to  be  that  which  iti  its  nature,  is  translative  of  property. 
Tried  by  that  test,  this  law  does  not  confer  a  tale;  it  only  holds  out 
to  the  party,  a  right  to  acquire  one.  It  gave  him  an  opportunity  to 
obtain  one  if  he  chose,  but  made  his  right  depend  on  his  giving  his 
assent,  and  paying  the  price.  The  case  can  not  be  distinguished 
from  an  offer  from  an  individual  to  sell,  with  a  promise  not  to  sell 
for  a  certain  time,  to  another,  where  it  is  clear  that  he  to  whom  the 
proposal  is  mide,  is  not  the  owner  until  he  closes  with  the  offer.  The 
promise  to  sell,  only  amounts  to  a  sale  when  there  exists  a  reciprocal 
consent  of  both  parties,  as  to  the  thing,  and  the  price;  nothing  here 
shows  the  consent  of  the  defendant,  until  the  time  when  he  entered 
the  land,  and  paid  the  purchase  money.    Civil  Code,  346,  art.  9. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


8M  SUPREME  COURT. 

[MiUifui't  Heiri  o.  Harfrove.] 

The  case  decided  by  this  court,  under  the  act  of  1805,  though  simi- 
lar is  not  the  same — There,  the  act  of  congress  gave  a  title  to  settles 
who  had  an  inchoate  right  under  the  Spanish  goveniment.  Nothing 
was  to  be  done  by  the  individual  in  possession;  it  was  not,  as  in  this, 
conferred  if  he  paid  the  price,  but  given  because  he  bad  already 
settled  and  occupied.  The  moment  the  law  passed,  the  possessor 
had  a  right  to  consider  himself  the  owner;  the  certificate  he  might 
afterwards  obtain,  was  but  the  evidence  of  it.  That  act  of  congress 
gave  the  title;  this  gave  it,  if  the  party  in  possession  chose  to  pur- 
chase. In  the  case  referred  to,  we  said,  nothing  depended  on  a  coa- 
dition  to  be  accomplished  infuiuro.  Here,  every  thing  material  did, 
ahd  that  condition  was,  an  assent  to  the  offer  to  sell,  and  the  payment 
of  the  price. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  and  it  is  fur- 
ther ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  this  case  be  remanded  to 
the  district  court,  with  directions  to  the  judge  a  quo  not  lo  admit  the 
plot  of  survey  marked  T,  and  not  to  charge  the  jury,  that  the  defen- 
dant has  a  good  title  by  prescription  under  the  act  of  congress  of  1814; 
and  it  is  further  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  appellee  pay 
the  costs  of  this  appeal. 

Scott^  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Boyce^  for  the  defendant. 


Johnston  v.  Kirkland  a  cd.     VI,  N.  S.  344. 


The  new  Code  recofnitet  the  father  and  mother  onlj  at  forced  beira  in  Uie  i 

line:  thit  repealed  the  proriaiont  of  the  old  Code  which  reoogniaed  aa  aoch  all  aaeead- 
anta. 

SIXTH  Disuricu 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court* 

The  plaintiff,  executor,  and  instituted  heir  to  his  wife,  states  that 
Kirkland,  grandfather,  tutor  and  curator,  to  the  testatrix,  and  her 
three  sisters,  on  the  decease  of  their  parents,  took  possession  of  the 
estate,  and  administered  it;  that  a  partial  partition  took  place  in  the 
lifetime  of  the  testatrix,  in  which  she  drew  a  lot  of  inferior  value,  and 
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her  co-heirs  became  indebted  to  her  for  a  sum  of  money  equal  to  the 
difference  in  vahie  of  her  share. 

The  prayer  of  the  petition  is,  that  a  final  settlement  may  take* place, 
that  the  amount  in  Kirkland's  hands,  and  the  individual  balance  of 
the  estate  may  be  partitioned,  and  that  the  plaintiff  may  have  his 
deceased  wife's  share. 

Kirkland  pleaded  the  general  issue,  averred  himself  the  forced  heir 
of  the  testatrix,  as  her  grandfather,  that  the  will  was  void,  rot  being 
made  with  the  requisite  formalities  of  law,  that  one  of  the  testatrix's 
sisters  died,  and  he  became  as  her  grandfather,  entitled  to  her  share 
of  the  estate,  as  she  left  no  issue,  nor  father  or  mother. 

The  other  defendants,  the  testatrix's  co-heirs,  pleaded  also  the 
informality  of  the  will,  that  according  to  the  will  of  her  great-grand- 
father, she  could  not  dispose  of  the  estate  she  derived  from  him. 

The  plaintiff  had  judgment,  and  the  defendants  appealed. 

The  appellee  complains  of  the  judgment,  as  it  does  not  allow  her 
interest  in  the  property  partitioned,  it  being  land  and  slaves,  which 
produce  fruits. 

We  think  the  will  was  duly  proved  in  the  parish  of  Orleans,  as 
she  died  there,  and  the  will  and  testimony  show  the  principal  part  oi 
the  estate  was  in  the  state  of  Muisissipfi.  The  requisite  formalities 
appear  to  have  been  complied  with. 

The  new  Code  recognises  the  father  and  mother  only,  as  the  forced 
heirs  in  the  ascending  line — the  former  recognised  as  such  all  the 
a.Hcendants;  and  it  is  contended  that  the  two  provisions  may  tttand 
tos^ether,  and  a  repeal  of  the  former  provision  can  not  be  presumed. 
Whatever  may  be  the  rule  in  ordinary  legislation,  we  have  evidence 
that  in  the  formation  of  the  new  Code,  this  presumption  is  destroyed* 
The  jurists  who  proposed  the  amendments  in  their  report  proposed 
the  substitution  of  the  words  father  and  mother  for  one  or  several 
legitimate  ascendants:  now  it  can  not  be  imagined,  the  legislature 
meant  the  two  proviMons  should  stand. 

The  will  of  the  great-erandfitther  was  made  in  South  Carolina; 
it  is  not  attended  with  the  formaiiiies  required  in  this  state  to  make 
a  eood  will — atid  no  evidence  is  produced  of  the  law  of  South  Caro- 
lina in  this  respect.  It  is  a  nuncupative  will,  and  has  but  three 
witnesses. 

The  right  of  Kirkland  to  the  estate  of  the  deceased  co-heir,  was 
disallowed  by  the  arbitrators  to  whom  the  case  wa3  submitted:  this 
award  became  the  judgment  of  the  court  in  which  the  suit  was  pend*- 
ing,  and  the  judgment  has  become  res  judicata. 

The  claim  of  the  appellant  to  interest,  though  raised  in  argument, 
made  no  part  of  his  answer  to  the  petition  of  appeal. 

On  the  merits,  we  think  justice  was  coraptetdy  done. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed  that  the  judgment 
be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Scott  and  Ftinty  for  the  plaintiff. 

C.  T.  Scott,  for  the  defendants. 
Vol.  III.— 73 
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Nancarrow  v.  Weathersbee.     VI,  N.  S.  347. 

Aooordinf  to  oor  laws  on  the  tDbject  of  taxation,  it  is  necenary  that  an  aawaMnent 
•boold  be  made  in  the  manner  pointed  out  therein,  and  transmitted  to  Uie  oullector*  of 
taxes,  before  thej  can  proceed  to  make  their  collections.  In  order  to  support  a  slier iff*8 
deed  made  for  proper! j  sold  under  execution,  the  party  relying  on  such  deed  is  bound 
to  show  judgment  and  execution. 

SEVENTH  District 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  suit  is  hrnught  to  recover  a  tract  of  land  alleged  to  be  wrongw 
fully  withheld  by  Uie  defendant  from  the  plaintiff.  The  cause  was 
submitted  to  a  jury  in  the  court  below,  who  found  a  verdict  for  the 
defendant,  and  judgment  being  thereon  rendered,  the  plaintiff  ap- 
pealed. 

Both  parties  to  the  suit  claim  title  to  the  property  in  dispute,  as 
derived  from  the  same  original  proprietor,  'i  he  appellant  claims 
under  a  deed  of  sale  directly  from  said  proprietor,  and  the  defendani 
by  virtue  of  a  sheriff's  sale  of  the  land,  made  in  collection  of  taxes. 
The  deed  to  the  plaintiff  is  dated  in  1821,  and  that  of  the  sheriff  in 
1814,  in  consequence  of  a  sale  for  taxes,  said  to  have  been  due  for  the 
preceding  year. 

A  correct  decision  of  the  cause  depends  on  the  validity  and  legal 
effects  of  the  sheriff's  deed.  The  objections  made  to  it,  are,  want  of 
authority  shown  in  the  oflScer  to  sell;  and  a  deficiency  of  proof  to 
show  that  he  pursued  all  the  measures  required  by  law  to  give 
validity  to  the  alienation  of  the  property  by  him  sold.  The  land 
was  sold  as  the  property  of  the  Baron  de  Bastrop,  under  which  both 
parties  claim  as  above  stated.  According  to  our  laws  on  the  subject 
of  taxation,  it  is  necessary  that  an  assessment  should  be  made  in  the 
manner  pointed  out  therein,  and  transmitted  to  the  collectors  of  taxes 
before  they  can  proceed  to  make  collection.  By  this  a.<«sessment  the 
amount  which  each  individual  citizen  is  bound  to  pay  for  the  public 
benefit,  is  definitely  fixed  on  each  and  every  part  of  his  real  property. 
It  is  in  so  many  words  the  authority  on  which  a  collector  proceeds  to 
demand  and  enforce  the  payment  of  taxes;  and  in  this  respect  may 
be  viewed  as  analagous  to  an  execution  issuing  on  a  judgment.  Now 
in  order  to  support  a  sheriff's  deed  made  for  property  sold  under  ex- 
ecution, the  party  relying  on  such  deed  is  bound  to  show  a  judgment 
and  execution.  It  is  indeed  a  general  principle  of  jurisprudence,  that 
the  authority,  by  which  an  individual  assumes  to  act  for  another,  in 
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the  disposition  of  the  property  of  the  latter,  must,  when  questioned, 
be  shown. 

In  the  present  case,  the  record  exhibits  no  evidence  of  any  assess- 
ment of  the  land,  which  was  sold  by  the  sheriff,  or  any  other  authority 
under  which  he  acted.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  in  relation 
to  the  original  proprietor  and  those  claiming  directly  under  him,  the 
sheriff's  deed  is  void,  for  want  of  proper  authority,  shown  to  have 
been  vested  in  the  oflScer  who  sold.  See  in  relation  to  assessment, 
1  Martin's  Digestyp,  106,  No.  IX  and  X. 

The  conclusion  to  which  we  have  arrived  on  the  first  objection  to 
the  validity  of  the  defendant's  title,  renders  it  unnecessary  to  examine 
the  second.  Prescription  is  pleaded  by  the  defendant;  but  the  record 
furnishes  no  evidence  to  support  it. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  court  below  be  avoided,  reversed  and  annulled;  and  it  is  fur- 
ther ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed  that  the  plaintiff  and  appellant  do 
recover  from  the  defendant  and  appellee,  the  tract  of  land  claimed  in 
his  petition,  with  costs  in  both  courts. 

Scolty  for  the  plaintiff. 

Doumsy  for  the  defendant. 


Stokes  t?.  Stokes.     VI,  N.  S.  350. 

COURT  of  Probates. 

A  decree  of  partition  cannot  be  appealed  fronu  The  partition 
must  be  made  and  homologated,  to  authorise  an  appeal.  Louisiana 
Code,  1296-9. 
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Hunter  v.  Smith.    VI,  N.  S.  351. 


A  party  maj  dm  u  crideoce,  anj  dooomeibt  61ed  in  the  < 

Tb«  baodwrhifif  of  a  clerk  who  it  dead,  in  ontriet  in  hn  employera*  books,  may  be 

proved. 
A  party  who  baa  taken  do  step  lo  bring  in  a  witneai,  cannot  use  his  testimony  taken 

down  by  the  clerk  in  another  case. 

SIXTH  District 

MARTiif,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  case  came  np  to  this  court,  in  Ckrtober,  1824,  and  was  remand- 
ed. The  plaintiff  had  a  verdict  and  judgment,  and  the  defendant 
appealed  anew.     3  N.  S.  109. 

The  counsel  for  the  appellant  relies  on  a  number  of  bills  of  excep- 
tions: 

1  and  2.  The  first  two  are  to  the  opinion  of  the  district  court,  who 
allow  the  introduction  in  evidence  of  an  account  of  Armstrong,  against 
the  defendant,  paid  by  the  plaintiff  for  the  latter,  and  tiled  among  the 
papers  of  the  suit  by  the  defendant;  atid  the  testimony  of  Armstrong; 
the  introduction  of  sund I y  due  bills,  the  signatures  of  which  were 
torn  off,  and  which  hud  also  been  filed  by  the  defendant;  and  the  tes- 
timony of  Oliot,  in  relation  to  those  due  bills. 

The  plaintiff  sought  to  disprove  the  facts  stated  by  the  defendant, 
in  answer  to  interrogatories.  For  this  purpose,  the  testimony  of  any 
disinterested  witness  was  proper,  and  he  might  use  any  document 
placed  by  the  defendant  himself  on  the  files  of  the  court,  in  the  case, 
for  his  defence. 

3.  Another  bill  was  taken  to  the  opinion  of  the  court,  allowing 
proof  of  the  handwriting  of  a  clerk  of  the  plaintiff,  now  dead,  or  en- 
tries on  the  plaintiff's  books. 

This  instance  is  stated  in  all  the  elementary  books  of  evidence,  to 
illustrate  the  cases  in  which  the  plaintiff  may  prove  his  claim  by  en- 
tries when  on  books.  The  plaintiff  has  relied  on  Cavelier  ».  Petit, 
3  Muriinj  188,  Civil  Code,  art.  2244;  but  these  authorities  are 
evidently  inapplicable. 

4  and  5.  The  two  next  bills  were  to  the  admission  of  evidence  of 
the  former  existence  of  the  notes  of  the  defendant,  payable  to  the 
plaintiff,  and  to  that  of  payments  made  by  the  latter  for  the  former. 
The  objection  was  made  on  the  groimd  of  irrelevancy;  these  notes 
and  those  payments  making  no  part  of  the  plaintiff's  claim. 

It  appears  the  averred  object  of  the  plaintiff  was  to  establish  the 
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manner  he  had  accounted  for  cotton  sold  by  him  for  the  defendant^ 
and  in  what  way  the  latter  had  acquiesced  to  a  credit  which  he 
claimed.     For  this  purpose,  the  evidence  was  clearly  proper. 

6.  Another  bill  was,  to  the  admission  in  evidence  of  what  the 
parties  had  said  in  a  conversation  relating  to  the  quantity  of  bales  of 
cotton  made  by  the  defendant. 

What  has  been  said  on  the  preceding  bills  is  equally  applicable  to 
this. 

7.  The  last  bill  is  to  the  refusal  of  adtnitting  in  evidence,  the  testi- 
mony of  a  witness,  taken  down  by  the  clerk  during  a  former  trial  in 
the  present  case. 

The  defendant  had  taken  no  steps  to  bring  the  witness,  who  resides 
in  the  parish,  and  the  plaintiff  had  a  right  to  insist  on  the  witness 
being  seen  and  heard  by  the  jury. 

The  plaintiff  made  an  unsuccessful  effort  to  obtain  a  new. trial,  on 
the  grounds  of  the  verdict  being  contrary  to  law  and  evidence,  of  sur- 
prise, and  lastly,  on  an  allegation  that  the  jury  had  considered  it  was 
not  their  duty  to  weigh  the  evidence,  or  take  the  answer  to  the  plain- 
tiffs interrogatories  as  conclusive  evidence. 

The  first  and  second  grounds  are  particularly  left  to  the  discretion 
of  the  district  court,  who  has  better  opportunities  to  be  informed. 

It  is  tnie  that  when  a  fact  is  denied  by  the  party  in  answer  to 
interrogatories,  the  answer  must  be  taken  as  true,  unless  disproved 
by  two  credible  witnesses,  or  one  with  corroborating  circumstances; 
it  is  also  true,  that  when  the  law,  by  arbitray  appointment,  annexes 
to  particular  evidence,  force  and  efficacy,  beyond  what  naturally 
belongs  to  it,  a  jury  are  bound  by  the  rule  of  law,  even  in  opposition 
to  their  own  conclusion,  as  to  the  truth  of  the  facts,  from  all  other  cir- 
cumstances.    Starkie,  445. 

But  in  the  present  case,  the  plaintiff  introduced  testimony  and 
documents  to  disprove  the  facts  sworn  to  by  the  defendant,  and  the 
jury  were  the  proper  judges  of  the  weight  of  the  circumstances  result- 
ing from  these  documents. 

On  looking  over  the  whole  evidence,  we  are  unable  to  say  the 
verdict  ought  to  be  disturbed  as  contrary  thereto;  and  it  is  not  shown 
to  be  contrary  to  law. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Thomas,  for  the  plaintiff. 

Boyce,  for  the  defendant. 
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Spencer's  Heirs  c.  Grimball.     VI,  N.  S.  355. 

Under  the  (brmer  ^veroment  of  LoouisDa,  a  ule  by  lodianp,  of  land  aaatgoed  to  tbeai, 
did  not  iocupjciUie  tiicm  frooi  acqnirtog  a  riflit  to  noil  in  laiid  to  which  tbej  removed. 

If  a  sale  b/  tlie  lodiana  wua  followed  by  payujcut  of  Uie  pt'ice,  and  detiverj  of  the  pro- 
pertj,  no  pcr«on  c«n  tike  •ifvaoUi;re  oi  an  iniormalitj^  in  the  mode  of  makui^  it,  but 
the  ludiviM.    Tue  ouUitj  ia  reUtive.    Ahaolate  and  reliU?e  nulliiiea  diacusaed. 

The  proviao  in  tlie  act  of  oon^resa,  Uiat  under  no  aaa  elaiM  ahall  anj  permm  be  entitled 
to  more  Uian  a  league  aqaure,  apjilica  to  tlie  claiina  of  the  Spaniwh  ^vermnent,  t.  e^ 
reqmiU$  for  land  ap,>roved  by  the  goTemura;  not  to  the  clatms  made  beibre  the  board 
of  cominiaaiuner^  or  avsertiona  of  pre-axialiug  righta. 

SIXTH  District 

PoRTEB,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

This  case,  with  several  others,  growing  out  of  the  same  subject- 
matter,  and  involving  the  same  questions  of  law,  has  stood  for  seve- 
ral years  on  the  docket,  owing  to  the  (act  that  one  of  the  judges  of 
tliis  court  had  an  interest  in  them,  and  that  another,  while  at  the  bar, 
had  been  employed  as  counsel  for  the  plaintiffs.  A  late  act  of  the 
general  assembly,  has  removed  the  objection  which  existed  to  the 
latter,  and  after  a  full  discussion  they  are  now  presented  for  decision. 
The  member  of  the  court  who  is  on  this  occasion  the  organ  of  its 
opinion,  would  have  gladly  declined  taking  any  part  id  these  causes; 
but  the  legislature  having  declared  that  being  once  the  advocate  of 
a  suitor  in  ourcouiis,  is  not  a  disqualification  from  becoming  his 
judge,  he  b  no  longer  permitted  to  consult  his  own  feelings  He 
has,  however,  endeavored,  and  he  hopes  he  has  succeeded,  to  discard 
M  former  impressions,  and  abandon  any  previous  opinions  which 
^r^w  out  of  the  ditfer*?nt  relation  in  which  he  once  stood  to  the  par- 
ties. In  the  accomplishment  of  this  desire  he  has  been  aided  by  (he 
great  length  of  time  which  has  elapsed  since  his  mind  was  at  all 
turned  to  the  subject;  and  by  the  able  argument  at  tlie  bar,  whidi 
has  placed  the  principal  questions  of  the  case,  in  every  light  of  which 
it  is  believed  they  are  susceptible. 

The  suit  is  one  for  land.  The  title  of  the  plaintiffs  is  derived  from 
certain  persons  called  Millar  &  Fulton,  who,  previotis  to  the  change 
of  government,  bought  from  the  Chocto,  Pascagoula  and  Biloxi 
tribes  of  Indians,  all  the  lan(!s  owned  by  them  on  the  Bayou  Boeuf 
The  defendant  claims  the  premises  in  virtue  of  a  purchase  from  the 
United  Slates.  As  he  is  in  possession,  he  has  availed  himself  of  the 
legal  right  of  persons  so  situated,  which  enables  them  to  force  their 
adversaries  to  recover  on  the  strength  of  their  title;  and  he  has  made 
various  objections  to  that  of  the  plaintiffs. 
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These  objections  may  be  reduced  under  the  three  following 
heads: — 

1.  That  the  Indians  had  no  tide  in  the  laud  to  sell. 

2.  That  they  did  not  sell. 

And  8,  and  lasily,  that  if  they  did,  the  property  which  they  could 
legally  dispose  of,  did  not  embrace  the  lovua  in  quo. 

I.  The  first  of  ihese  questiotis  can  scarcely  be  conMdered  an  open 
One  in  this  court.  It  has  already  been  decided  in  the  cases  of  Keboul  v. 
Nero,  and  Martin  v,  Johnston,  ihat  tribes  of  Indians,  to  whom  lands 
were  allotted  by  the  Spanish  officers  of  Louisiana,  in  pursuance  of 
the  laws  of  the  Indies,  acquired  a  legal  title  to  the  soil.  1  hat  they 
were  in  every  respect  as  completely  owners  of  it,  as  those  who  held 
under  a  complete  grant,  although  being  considered  in  a  state  of  pu- 
pilage the  authority  of  the  public  officers,  who  were  constituted  their 
guardians,  was  necessary  to  a  valid  alienation  of  their  property.  Of 
the  correctness  of  these  decisions,  we  have  no  doubt,  and  we  deem  it 
sufficient  to  refer  to  those  laws  of  the  Indies  on  which  ihey  were  pro- 
fessedly based.  5  Marling  655;  Idid.  490;  Recop.  dt  iaa  Jncfias, 
lib.  4,iif.  12,  /.  13,8. 

But  it  is  contended  that  no  right  was  shown  in  the  Indians  to  set- 
tle in  one  part  of  the  country,  and  after  settling  there,  to  remove  and 
place  themselves  on  other  portions  of  the  domain,  and  dispose  of 
that  toO;  as  soon  as  real  or  fancied  necessity,  or  caprice,  might  urge 
them  to  such  a  measure.  It  is  contended,  that  the  Spanish  laws  did 
not  confer  on  them  any  such  privilege,  and  that  the  exercise  of  it 
would  hive  been  incojupatible  with  Ciiinplete  sovereignty  over  the 
soil,  because  in  this  way  the  whole  right  of  the  nation  in  it  might  be 
k>st.  This  objection  appears  to  us  of  jittle  weight  when  considered 
in  relation  to  the  laws  and  the  policy  of  the  country  by  which  its  va- 
Hdity  must  be  tested.  Spain  appears  to  have  felt  earlier  than  any 
other  European  nation,  the  wrongs  inflicted  on  the  original  inhabi- 
tants of  this  continent,  and  her  legislation  bears  repeated  and  anxious 
marks  of  her  desire  to  repair  the  injuries  her  ambition  and  cupidity 
had  occasioned.  Whether  she  was  defeated  or  not  in  this  laudable 
purpose  by  the  neglect  of  her  subordinate  agents,  cannot  affect  the 
argument  in  a  court  of  justice.  Her  indulgence  to  those  tribes  of 
Indians  who  survived  the  conquest;  her  liberality,or  rather  justice  in 
allotting  to  them  particular  portions  of  the  soil  she  had  wrested  from 
them,  and  her  care  to  make  these  acquisitionsof  value,  by  preventing 
the  intrusion  of  white  settlers,  are  proved  by  various  laws,  passed  at 
different  times,  for  the  government  of  her  colonies  in  America.  One 
of  these  laws  meets  the  very  objection  taken  in  this  case,  and  directs 
that  when  the  Indians  give  up  their  lands  to  the  whites  others  shaU 
be  assigned  to  them.  Yporqve  a  toa  Indioase  habian  de  senalar  y 
dar  tierras^y  rrguaSyy  monies  jSi  ae  quit  area  a  EttpanoleSySe  laa 
danjtisla  recompensa  en  otra  pdrte.  Hecop,  de  laa  Ind.  liv.  6,  tit. 
3,  Ify  14.  It  is  true  this  law  does  not  specify  in  what  mode  the 
Indians  must  abandon,  to  enable  them  to  enjoy  this  advantage;  it 
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cannot,  however,  bepresumed  to  be  in  the  contemplation  of  the  govern- 
ment  to  permit  them  to  make  donations  of  their  lands  to  the  Spanish 
settlers.  But,  be  that  as  it  may,  the  expressions  used,  do  by  no  means 
authorise  this  court  to  say,  that  the  act  of  the  Spanish  governor  assign- 
ing the  lands  now  in  dbpute  was  null  and  void,  because  they  had  al- 
ready sold  a  place  previously  given  to  them.  And  at  all  events,  this  was 
a  question  between  them  or  their  assignees;  and  the  general  gtivem- 
ment  of  the  United  States  have  waived  the  objection  by  confiruang  (as 
it  will  hereafter  be  shown  they  have  done)  the  alienation  made  by 
the  Indians. 

II.  Considering,  therefore,  that  it  is  perfectly  clear,  a  title  to  the 
soil  was  vested  in  the  vendors  of  the  plamtiffs,  which  they  might  sell; 
whether  they  have  sold  or  not  is  the  second  question,  in  the  order  in 
which  we  have  stated  the  objections  made  to  the  plaintiff's  right  of 
recovery. 

The  objections  taken  on  this  branch  of  4he  subject  by  the  defen- 
dant, went  both  to  the  sale  made  by  the  Chocto  tribe  of  Indians,  and 
that  jointly  executed  by  the  Pascagoulas  and  Biloxis.  But  a  slight 
attention  to  the  relative  situation  of  the  different  tribes  on  the  Bayou 
will  show  that  the  validity  of  the  sale  of  the  former  cannot  be  called 
in  question  between  these  parties  in  this  suit.  According  to  the  evi- 
dence, the  Choctos  were  placed  highest  upon  the  stream;  the  Pasca- 
ffoulas  next  below,  and  the  Biloxis  below  them,  Millar  &  Fulton 
bought  by  two  distinct  instruments  of  writing,  the  right  and  title  of 
the  three  nations.  The  land  claimed  by  the  plaintiffs  is  embraced 
within  the  lowest  part  of  this  purchase,  hence,  if  they  have  any  right 
it  must  be  under  the  Biloxi  tribe;  consequently,  whether  the  Choctos 
have  regularly  sold  or  not,  may  be  dismissed  from  our  consideration, 
as  totally  unconnected  with  the  case  before  us. 

The  Pascagoulas  and  Biloxis  sold  by  one  public  act.  It  was 
passed  before  the  Commandant  of  Rapides,  and  afterwards  approved 
by  the  governor  of  Louisiana.  The  price  agreed  on  appears  to  have 
been  paid,  and  possession  was  delivered.  The  defendant  contends 
the  plaintiffs  have  no  right  to  recover  from  him,  even  admitting  the 
Indians  could,  because,  by  the  laws  of  Spain,  their  lands  must  be 
sold  at  auction.  l*he  plaintiffs  reply  that  this  informality,  if  it  be 
such,  is  one  of  which  the  defendant  has  no  right  to  avail  himself; 
that  the  Indians  can  alone  claim  the  benefit  of  it. 

This  question  was  discussed  and  decided  in  the  case  of  Martin  v. 
Johnston,  and  the  defendant  is  wholly  in  error  in  supposing  that, 
because  there,  the  Indian  title  was  presented  by  a  defendant  in  pos- 
session, and  here  by  a  plaintiff  seeking  to  obtain  it,  the  authority 
of  that  decision  has  no  application  to  this  case.  The  plaintiff  there 
showed  a  legal  title  to  the  premises,  which  compelled  the  defendant 
to  establish  one  in  himself;  in  doing  so  he  was  actor  and  every  ob- 
jection was  open  to  his  adversary,  that  would  have  been  if  Martin 
had  been  in  possession,  and  Johnston  plaintiff.  But,  as  the  correct- 
ness of  the  decision  to  this  extent  has  been  strongly  impugned,  it 
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lAa]rb^  als  well  to  look  at  the  subject  a  liftle  more  closely.  It  involves, 
in  iis  examhiauooyibe  doctrine  of  what  is  called  in  oiir  jurisprudence, 
absolute  and  relative  nnllities;  one  which  (hough  clear  enotiigh  in  re^ 
laiion  to  ihose  extreme  cases,  which  suggested  the  distinction  just 
stated,  frequently  occasions  great  embarniss^inent  in  its  application, 
froni  the  difliruliy  of  distinguishing  satisfactorily,  under  which  head 
of  nullity  the  objpction  falls.     It  is  believed,  however,  ttwit  lilile  can 
exist  iu  relation  to  the  case  before  us.     Some  of  th^  writers  on  oui^ 
law  of  the  very  highest  authority,  are  of  opinion,  that  it  is  only  such 
aulliiies  as  grow  out  of  prohibitions,  having  for  their  first  and  prin- 
cipal  object,  reasons  of  public  utility,  that  strangers  can  set  up  iutheir 
defenc^  and  that  whenever  the  nullity  is  pronounced  by  the  law' 
more  in  relation  to  the  individual,  than  the  public, the  party  intended 
to  be  protected  can  alone  claim  the  benefit  of  it.     Others  of  equal 
celebrity  reject  the  distinction,  and  thioic  that,  whenever  the  contract 
claimed  under,  is   declared  nuU  for  want  of  certain    formalities, 
no  person  can  claim  title  under  it.     Which  of  these  doctrines  we 
should  incline  to  adopt,  this  case  does  not  require  us  to  say,  nor  have 
we  any  opinion  formed  on  the  matter.    Taking  the  principles  con- 
tended for  by  those  who  have  pushed  the  doctrine  the  fiirthest,  in 
sirpporf  of  the  pretension  set  up  by  the  defendant,  the  defence  cannot 
avail  him.    In  argument,  his  counsel  correctly  assimilated  the  inca- 
pacit]^  under  which  the  Indians  were  placed,  to  that  to  which  minoi^ 
are  subject,  and  it  was  urged  that  a  siile  of  the  property  of  the  latter 
was  null  and  void,  if  not  made  with  the  fo<*malities  prescribed  by  law. 
7bu///>r,  among  others,  puts  the  very  case  of  a  minor  selling  infor- 
mally, as  a  voidable,  not  a  void  contract,  of  Which  the  nullity  is  only 
relative;  though  he  states,  it  wonld  be  diflerent,  if  a  forced  sale,  or 
one  made  by  his  tutor,  did  not  pui'sne  the  forms  prescribed  by  law. 
A  moment's  con^iideration  as  to  the  consequences  that  follow  a  con- 
tract with  a  minor,  will  show  how  sound  this  doctrine  is.    In  the 
first  place, the  party  conti^ctitig  is  bound  to  the  same  extent  as  if  he 
bad  bargained  with  a  person  of  full  age.     The  minor,  himself,  too  is 
bound,  if,  after  arriving  at  the  age  of  majority,  he  expressly,  or  im- 
pliedly approves  of  the  alienation,  or  suffers  the  time  within  which 
he  may  res^^ind  it  to  elapse  .without  bringing  an  action  to  set  it  aside. 
An  agreement  which  may  produce  such  effects,  cannot  be  considered 
null;  it  is  only  voidable,  and  no  one  can  avoid  if,  but  he  whom  the 
law  intended  to  protect.    The  con9equpnces  of  a  contrary  rule  wonld 
be,  that  a  third  party,  by  getting  possession  of  property  to  which  he 
had  no  right,  mi^ht  have  a  contract  declared  null,  which  the  niinor^ 
for  whose  benefit  the  protection  was  given,  would  affirm  when  he 
came  of  age.     Into  such  an  absurdity  this  court  cannot  permit  itself 
to  be  led.  Invto  beneficium  non  dalur  is  as  well  the  maxim  of  law 
a«  it  is  of  common  sense,  and  if  the  party  who  is  empowered  to  set 
aside  a  contract,  does  not  choo«e  to  do  it,  no  other  can.    This  case 
shows  most  strikingly,  we  think,  the  justness  and  propriety  of  the 
rale  we  have  been  endeavoring  to  explain.    Tlie  contract  was  corn- 
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plete— there  was  thing,  consent,  price  paid,  and  possesion  delivered. 
Whether  the  tribe  of  Indians  who  sold,  has  been  swept  away  and 
extinguished  by  the  advancing  tide  of  civilisation,  or  whether  some 
remnants  of  them  do  now  siUI  exist,  the  record  does  not  inform  us. 
But  on  either  hypothesis,  the  consequence  is  the  same,  or  nearly  so. 
On  the  first,  they  have  left  no  representatives,  and  the  rescis^on  of  the 
contract  never  can  be  demanded.  On  the  last,  a  quarter  of  a  century 
has  now  elapsed,  without  any  attempt  on  their  part  to  annul  the  sale. 
With  what  propriety,  then,  can  a  third  party  seek  to  have  it  avoided! 
and  how  can  he  be  permitted  to  avail  himself  of  such  privilege,  when 
every  presumption  arising  out  of  the  facts  of  the  case,  compels  the 
belief,  that  the  parties  whose  right  he  wishes  to  enforce,  eiiber  never 
can,  or  never  will,  enforce  it  themselves.  TouUier^  Droit  Civil 
FrancaiSj  vol.  7,  no,  553^  art.  561  and  564;  Dunodj  Ttailt  des 
Prta.  pari.  I,  cap.  8, 47;  Nouveau  Repertoire  de  juris,  verba Nullitij 
sect.  2  and  3. 

III.  The  last  and  the  most  difficult  question  in  the  case,  is  that  which 
relates  to  the  location  of  the  titles  under  which  the  plauitiffs  claim. 
It  has  been  already  stated  that  they  derive  their  right  from  Millar  & 
Fulton,  who  purchased  from  three  tribes  of  Indians.  The  Choctos 
were  first  placed  on  the  Bayou  Boeuf;  the  Pascagoulas  and  Biloxis^ 
last  The  upper  boundary  assigned  to  the  Choctos  was  the  Bayou 
Robert;  the  lower  does  not  appear  to  have  been  positively  fixed. 
When  the  Spanish  officer  located  the  Biloxis  and  Pascagoulas, 
although  they  were  distinct  and  separate  communities,  he  gave  them 
a  joint  possession,  and  assigned  them  land  from  the  lower  boundary 
of  the  Choctos,  down  to  the  mouth  of  the  Baymi  Crocodile.  The 
whole  of  these  proceedings  exhibit  a  great  deal  of  that  looseness  and 
irregularity  which  characterise  the  acts  of  the  Spanish  officers  in 
Louisiana.,  Both  the  commandant  and  the  governor  seem  to  have 
been  ignorant,  or  if  not  ignorant  of,  to  have  entirely  disregarded  the 
laws  of  the  Indies,  which  limit  the  quantity  of  land  each  tribe  was 
entitled  to:  for  the  space  assigned  to  the  Pascagoulas  and  Biloxis, 
far  exceeds  that  which  uncjier  the  most  liberal  constniction  of  those 
laws  they  should  have  received.  But  the  irregularity  which  arose 
from  the  acts  of  the  officers  of  the  government,  is  not  the  only  diffi- 
culty the  case  presents.  The  Indians  settled  so  near  each  other  that 
there  is  not  a  league  from  each  village.  Under  these  circumstanoes, 
the  argument  of  the  cas^  exhibited  a  great  diversity  of  opinion  as  to 
the  true  location.  The  counsel  for  the  plaintiffs  have  not  been  able 
to  agree  themselves  on  the  proper  one.  The  defendant  contends  for 
boundaries  which  would  place  him  far  out  of  the  limits  of  the  Indian 
title. 

Before  examining  the  grounds  assu'ried  by  the  defendant  on  this 
point,  it  becomes  necessary  to  notice  and  dispose  of  those  taken  by 
the  plaintiffs.  Their  first  proposition  appears  to  us  quite  untenable. 
They  have  contended  that  by  the  local  usages  existing  iu  Louisiana, 
the  Indians  were  entitled  to  more  than  a  league;  and  the  evideaoe 
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they  offer  of  these  usages,  is  the  assent  of  the  governor  to  a  sale,  by 
which  much  more  was  sold  by  one  tribe.  Respect  is  certainly  due 
to  the  official  acts  of  the  officers  of  the  fonuer  government,  and  in 
the  absence  of  proof  lo  the  contrary,  we  should  be  inclined  to  con- 
sider them  prima  facie  correct.  But  in  relation  to  the  subject- 
matter  before  us,  we  have  the  law  itself,  which  clearly  Umits  the  quan- 
tity to  which  Indians  were  entitled.  Now  for  us  to  say,  that  a  vio- 
lation of  that  law  was  an  evidence  of  an  usage  which  controlled  it, 
would  place  all  laws  at  the  mercy  of  those  who  owed  them  obedience. 

Some  of  the  counsel  who  have  advocated  the  rights  of  the  plaintiffs 
in  the  several  causes  now  before  us,  which  have  grown  out  of  the 
purchase  from  the  Indians,  have  urged  that  the  law  only  gave  the 
superficies  embraced  within  a  square  league  to  each  tribe.  Others 
have  contended  that  they  were  entitled  to  a  league  in  every  direction 
round  their  village,  It  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  decide  this  point,  for 
according  to  the  evidence,  a  league  from  the  lowest  vilbge  on  the 
bayou,  which  was  that  of  the  Biloxis,  would  not  reach  the  land 
claimed  by  the  defendant. 

The  Chocto  Indians  who  were  first  placed  on  the  Bayou  Boeuf,  had 
lands  assigned  them  from  the  place  where  the  Bayou  Robert  enters 
into  it,  down  to  the  spot  occupied  by  them  as  a  village.  This  space 
was  about  one  league.  Previous  to  their  sale  to  JVIillar  &  Fulton, 
they  had  sold  to  other  persons  portions  of  this  soil,  and  their  upper 
limit  at  the  time  the  former  purchased,  was  near  the  confluence  of 
the  Bayou  Clair  and  Bayou  Boeuf,  at  a  place  represented  on  Uie  plat 
of  survey  by  the  letters  C.  B.  In  their  act  of  sale  to  Millar  &  Ful- 
ton, they  state,  that  they  sell  the  villages  and  fields  granted  them  by 
the  Baron  de  Car  *ndelet,  and  that  they  do  this  in  the  presence  of  th6 
Biloxi  and  Pascagoula  Indians,  who  give  them  a  sufficient  portion  of 
their  land  to  make  up  the  village  and  fields.  The  boundaries  given  in 
this  sale  are  a  sycamore  tree  above,  and  two  sweet  gums  below, 
adjoining  the  lands  of  the  Paacagoulas.  In  the  sale  from  the  Biloxis 
and  Pascagoulas,  it  is  declared  that  they  sell  from  the  Chocto  village 
above,  down  to  a  Hmit  on  the  bayou,  which  will  embrace  all  the 
lands  granted  to  thern.  On  these  facts  the  defendant  contends  that, 
the  Choctos  having  sold  nearly  all  the  soil  belonging  to  them,  pre- 
vious to  the  alienation  to  Millar  &  Fulton,  and  no  evidence  being 
of  a  new  assignment  to  them  of  any  land  below,  their  lower  limit 
must  he  the  village;  that  this  conclusion  is  strengthened  by  the  Pasca- 
goulas and  Biloxis  calling  to  bound  the  land  sold  by  them  on  that 
village;  and  that  at  all  events,  all  who  claim  under  Millar  &  Ful- 
ton can  not  contest  this  argument,  because  they  acknowledged,  in 
accepting  a  sale  from  the  Choctos  with  that  boundary,  that  their  title 
did  not  extend  any  further  down  the  bayou;  and  afterwards  pur- 
chased from  the  other  tribes;  and  in  the  deed  of  conveyance,  admit- 
ted that  the  land  acquired  from  the  Pascagoulas  and  Biloxis,  joined 
upon  that  village  above. 

We  trust,  that  this  is  uot  a  weak  summary  of  an  argument  whieh 
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was  ttfongiy  pressed  on  our  attention  on  the  bearing:  if  correot,  die 
two  leagues  which  the  Pascagouia  and  Biloxi  tribes  could  legally 
dispone  of,  would  not  come  near  to  the  iocns  in  gvo.  But  whether 
the  position  as^umed  would  be  tenable  or  not,  if  the  plaintiffs  relied 
solely  on  the  title  from  the  Indians,  we  need  not  inquire.  The  ques- 
tion assumes  a  very  ditfereiit  aspect,  when  they  present  themselves 
ander  the  confirmation  of  tlie  United  States. 

In  the  notice  filed  with  the  commissioners  appointed  hj  the  general 
goverametit  to  pass  on  the  validity  of  land  titles  in  Louisiana,  the 
persons  imder  whom  the  plaintiffs  claim,  dematHled  a  confirmation 
of  their  title  to  46,800  arpents  of  land  on  both  sides  of  Bayou  Boeuf, 
in  virtue  of  purchases  made  from  the  Chocto,  Pascagouia  atid  Bilosd 
tribes  of  Italians.  These  corouiissiouers  after  hearing  evidence  in 
aiipport  of  the  demand  thus  made,  recommended  a  confirmation  of  it 
to  the  extent  of  23,400  arpents.  In  tlieir  report,  they  divided  the 
dlifaivnt  dainis  on  which  they  had  passed  into  distinct  classes,  accord- 
Init  to  their  dignity,  designating  them  by  different  letters  of  the  alpha* 
bet:  that  in  relation  to  the  Indian  title  was  marked  B.  The  act  of 
Congress  confirming  the  report,  is  in  the  following  words:  ^  the  claims 
marked  B,  and  described  in  the  several  classes  in  the  reports  of  the 
oouitntssioners  for  the  western  district  of  the  state  of  Louisiana,  for- 
ffwriy  territory  of  Orleans,  and  recommended  by  them  for  confinum^ 
tion,  are  hereby  confirmed.  Provided  newerthe/ess^  that  under  no 
one  cMin  shall  any  person  or  persons  be  entitled  under  this  act,  lo 
more  than  the  quantity  contaitied  in  a  league  square/'     Ing-.  Dig. 

It  becomes  necessary  to  inquire  what  was  meant  by  the  legislatnre 
fai  usiiiir  the  term  one  ekiim: — to  ascertain  whether  the  limitation 
was  aflix?ed  to  the  daim  s^  up  before  the  commissioners,  or  to  the 
daim  under  the  Spanish  goverfiment,  in  virtue  of  which  the  demand 
had  been  made.  It  cannot  be  doubted,  we  think,  but  the  latter  was 
intended,  and  that  this  results  as  well  from  tlie  phraseologv  toed,  as 
from  the  reason  of  the  thing.  If  the  intention  of  Congress  had  been, 
that  no  person  should  obtain  more  than  a  league  square  of  land,  no 
matter  how  many  ori^rinal  titles  emanating  from  the  Spanish  gov^n- 
ment  he  had  acquired  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  the  hngnage 
proper  to  express  that  idea  would  have  been  resorted  to,  and  the  aiot 
Would  have  declared  that  no  clnimant  should  have  more  than  one 
league.  Instead  of  that  the  expressions  are,  that  under  fm  out  citn'm 
irtiall  any  person  or  persons  be  entitled  to  more  than  the  quantity  con* 
tatned  in  a  league  square.  If  tmder  more  than  oi>e  claini,  the  conse- 
quence, therefore,  not  necessarily,  but  strongly  is,  that  they  may  have 
more. 

Again,  by  the  terms  mider  cme  daim,  is  cleariy  meant  the  title  froai 
Ihe  former  government  under  which  the  den  and  for  confirmation 
wast  made.  To  apply  it  to  the  claim  put  in  before  the  rommisf^ioii- 
ers,  would  be  admitting,  that  Conirress  intended  to  grant  lands  ia 
consequence  of  the  daim  made  to  them,  instead  of  the  claim  or  titles 
whidi  existed  for  them  under  the  former  government. 
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The  lasguage  is  so  clear,  that  there  is  scarcely  a  necessity  for 
resorting  to  the  other  rules  which  aid  courts  of  justice  in  the  interpre- 
tation of  statutes.  But  if  we  recurred  to  one  of  them,  the  construc- 
tion we  have  given  would  be  greatly  strengthened.  It  is  well  known 
that  no  inconsiderable  part  of  the  soil  of  Louisiana  is  covered  by 
large  grants,  in  regard  to  which  the  government  of  the  United  States 
has  hitherto  exhibited  gr^at  jealousy.  If  the  word  (daim  in  the  act 
of  Congress  should  be  held  to  apply  to  the  derivative  title,  instead 
of  the  original  grants,  they  would  have  been  confirmed  by  this  law^ 
for  all  portions  of  them  which  the  grantee  might  have  sold  to  an 
extent  not  exceeding  one  square  league.  That  ^uch  was  not  thd 
intention  of  Congress,  we  believe  cannot  be  questioned.  These  obser- 
vations suggest  the  idea,  that  it  was  still  less  their  intention  to  limit 
the  rights  of  purchasers  who  held  andet  titles  that  were  good  by  the 
laws  of  Spain.  The  instances  were  numerous  at  the<;hange  of  go* 
Ternment,  of  laind  originally  granted  out  in  quantities  less  than  a 
league  square  to  different  individuals  having  centred  in  one  persoii 
who  had  legally  acquired  them  through  pmrclmse,  exchange,  or  the 
other  modes  by  which  property  is  trensferved.  If  these  titles  were 
all  good,  akid  proper  objects  6f  confirmation,  had  they  remained  in 
the  hatids  of  the  grantees,  no  possible  rtsason  can  be  given  why  they 
should  not  be  good  to  those  who  held  under  them.  And  to  say  that, 
because  the  latter  inserted  all  these  demands  in  one  notice,  or  one 
chim,  before  the  commissioners,  they  could  onh/  haire  oiie  league^ 
while  the  person^  under  whom  they  eldimcid  wontdhave  obtained  a 
confirmation  to  the  whole  extent  of  llheir  titles,  would  be  suppostnff 
Congress  to  have  objections  to  the  Claimant  instead  of  the  title.  Nay, 
it  would  involve  a  greater  absurdity.  For  admitting  this  claimant 
to  have  acquired  six  square  leagiles,  under  so  maiiy  diflfereht  titles,, 
if  he  had  filed  separate  claims  for  each,  the  limitation  in  the  act 
would  have  given  him  the  whole  quantity;  but  if  he  had  embraced 
them  all  in  one  claim  before  the  commissioners,  he  would  only  have 
had  a  league  square. 

If  the  foregoing  observations  be  correct,  Millar  &  Fulton's  title 
was  confirmed  to  the  extent  of  three  leagues,  for  they  claimed  under 
three  distinct  titles,  existing  under  the  Spanish  government;  namely, 
one  in  favor  of  the  Chocto,  another  in  favor  of  the  Pascagoula,  and 
the  third  in  favor  of  the  Biloxi  tribe  of  Indians. 

In  the  preceding  opinion,  we  have  dwelt  more  at  lensrth  on  several 
parts  of  the  case  than  their  difficulty  or  importance  rendered  neces- 
sary. But  situated  as  the  court  is  in  the  decision  of  this  cause,  we 
were  unwilling  to  assume  any  thing,  or  state  any  conclusion,  without 
stating  at  the  same  time  the  reasoning  by  which  we  arrived  at  it,  and 
the  premises  on  which  that  reasoning  was  founded. 

It  now  only  remains  for  us  to  ascertain  how  far  the  defendant 

interferes  with  the  rights  of  the  plaintiffs  under  the  confirmation  of 

three  square  leagues.    The  surveyor  swears,  that  a  line  of  three 

leagues  from  the  sycamore  tree  (which  was  the  upper  boundary 
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given  by  the  Choctos  in  the  sale  to  Millar&  Folton)  will  not  enter  into 
the  improvement  of  the  defendant  by  one  arpent.  But  he  adds,  this 
measurement  was  made  without  regard  to  the  superficial  contents  of 
the  survey,  which,  if  observed,  would  give  the  lines  a  greater  length 
and  consequently  extend  the  line  further  into  the  daim  of  the  defen- 
dant According  to  the  notes  which  accompany  the  plot  of  survey 
returned  into  court,  a  line  designated  thereon  by  the  letters  R  F  T  S 
is  stated  to  include  the  quantity  of  three  leagues  between  it  and  the 
sycamore  stump,  if  the  land  is  surveyed  so  as  to  give  40  arpeuts  on 
each  side  of  the  BayoiL  This  mode  of  laying  off  the  land  is  agreeable 
to  the  constant  usaffe  under  the  French  and  Spanish  governments, 
and  to  the  report  of  the  commissioners,  who  confirmed  the  daim  to 
the  extent  of  40  arpents  on  each  side.  The  limitation  in  the  act  of 
congress  is  to  quantity,  and  leaves  the  manner  of  location  indicated 
in  the  report,  untouched. 

The  line  ahready  referred  to,  embraces  a  part  of  the  land  dumed 
by  the  defendant  and  to  the  extent  of  that  interference,  the  plaintiff 
must  recover,  but,  we  cannot  give  a  final  judgment,  for  the  evidence 
does  not  inform  us  of  the  extent  of  that  interference.  The  district 
court  deoeed  that  the  plaintiflb  should  recover  all  the  land  which 
might  be  included  within  certain  lines,  while  the  judgment,  to  be  sus- 
ceptible of  execution,  ought  to  have  ascertained  the  exact  quantity 
within  those  lines,  otherwise,  a  new  suit  might  arise  from  alleged 
errors  in  the  sheriff  carrying  the  decree  into  effect 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed;  that  the  case 
be  remanded  for  a  new  trial,  and  that  the  appellee  pay  the  costs  of 
this  appeal. 

Seoti  and  Otkersy  for  the  pUuntiflb. 

Wilam^  for  the  defendant 
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If  the  defendant,  who  has  obtained  a  new  trial,  waives  it,  and  consents  that  judgment 
should  be  signed  on  the  first  verdict,  and  that  the  record  should  consist  of  the  evidence 
given  on  the  first  trial,  he  is  not  thereby  precluded  from  his  appeal 

A  creditor  may  recover  from  the  surety,  although  the  former  told  the  latter,  the  debtor 
was  good,  and  no  injury  would  result  to  the  surety. 

EIGHTH  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  action  is  brought  on  a  promissory  note,  by  which  the  defen- 
dant bound  himself  jointly  and  severally  with  a  co-obligor,  to  pay  to 
the  plaintiff,  as  guardian  of  the  heirs  of  Benjamin  Carman,  deceased 
the  sum  of  946  dollars,  with  interest  at  ten  per  cent,  from  the  1st  of 
March  1820,  until  paid. 

The  answer  denies  that  the  plaintiff  is  guardian  of  the  heirs  of 
Carman,  and  avers  that  the  obligation  sued  on  was  given  without 
any  consideration,  and  upon  the  false  and  deceitful  representations 
made  by  the  petitioner  to  the  defendant. 

The  cause  was  submitted  to  a  jury  in  the  court  below,  who  found 
for  the  plaintiff,  and  a  new  trial  was  prayed  for,  and  granted.  The 
defendant,  however,  declined  a  second  examination  of  the  case  in 
the  court  below.  On  his  motion,  the  jury  empannelled  to  try  it,  were 
prevented  from  rendering  a  verdict,  a  juror  was  withdrawn,  and  the 
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plaiotiflf  consenting,  it  wan  agreed  that  judgment  shoold  be  signed  on 
the  former  verdict,  and  that  the  record  should  consist  of  the  evidence 
on  which  the  first  jury  passed. 

It  has  been  contended  that  this  consent  of  the  defendant,  to  suffer 
judgment  to  be  signed,  precludes  him  from  complaining  of  the  cor- 
rectness or  legality  of  it 

But  we  think  differently.  It  is  clearly  not  a  confession  of  judg- 
ment, but  an  agreement  that  judgment  should  be  entered  on  the  ver- 
dict The  provision  made  in  the  agreement  for  preserving  the  evi- 
dence on  which  the  cause  was  tried  marks  very  plainly,  the  manner 
which  it  was  understood  by  the  parties  at  the  time  it  was  made.  It 
can  scarcely  be  doubted  that  their  intention  was  to  cease  contesting 
the  cause  in  the  court  beIow«  and  put  it  in  such  a  shape  that  it  could 
be  passed  on  here. 

A  good  deal  has  been  said  on  the  merits.  The  plaintiff  put  in- 
terrogatories to  the  defendant  which  were  answered  by  an  admission 
of  the  signature  of  the  note,  coupled,  however,  with  the  dedaration 
that  the  plaintiff  told  him  that  his  signature  was  a  mere  matter  of 
formality,  and  that  if  he  signed  it  he  should  not  be  injured.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  answer,  the  defendant  introduced  witnesses  to  corroborate 
it  One  of  them  testifies  merely  to  the  conversation  he  had  with  the 
plaintiff  when  asked  by  him  to  become  surety,  and  that  conversa- 
tion was  in  itself  iounateriaL  The  other  deposes,  that  he  heard  the 
plaintiff  ask  the  defendant  to  sdgn  the  note,  and  that  on  making  the 
request,  he  observed  that  the  principal,  E.  Ford,  was  worth  the  money, 
that  there  could  be  no  difficulty  in  becoming  his  surety,  and  that  t^ 
defendant  would  not  be  injured  in  the  least 

The  testimony  introduced  by  the  plaintiff  establishes  that  the  de- 
fendant had  declared  that  he  had  become  his  uncle's  surety,  and 
that  when  he  made  that  declaration,  he  did  not  state  that  he  was  not 
to  be  injured,  or  make  any  observation  to  qualify  or  limit  the  req>on- 
sibility  he  had  incurred  by  his  signature. 

The  answer  of  the  defendant  must  be  taken  with  the  evidence 
which  he  himself  introduced  to  corroborate  and  explain  it  So  con- 
sidered, the  impressions  produced  on  our  minds  (as  it  appears  to  have 
been  on  those  of  the  jury  below)  is,  that  the  defendant  was  told  he 
would  sustain  no  injury,  because  the  principal  was  solvent  There 
is  no  proof  this  statement  was  false  at  the  time  it  was  made,  or  that 
the  defendant  was  not  as  well  acquainted  with  the  pecuniary  cir- 
cumstances of  his  uncle,  as  the  plaintiff,  and  though  this  opinion  may 
have  turned  out  to  be  erroneous,  we  do  not  think  it  sufficient  to  avoid 
the  contract. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgm^it 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Hoffman^  for  the  plaintiff. 

Ripley  and  Htnneuy  for  the  defendant 
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Stewart  v.  Barrow.     VI,  N.  S.  381. 

If  the  caoM  be  tried  witboat  evidence,  «nd  oat  of  the  regular  time  of  the  court,  the  partj 
cannot  be  reliefed  by  a  eertiorari,  hot  ia  driven  to  hia  appeal 

PARISH  of  West  Feliciana. 
Application  for  a  Certiorari. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  is  an  application  for  a  writ  of  certiorari  to  the  parish  judge 
of  West  Feliciana,  commanding  him  to  send  up  the  proceedings  in 
this  case,  and  for  an  injunction  prohibiting  him  from  executing  a 
judgment  which  he  had  rendered.  The  grounds  of  the  application 
as  disclosed  by  the  petition,  and  supported  by  the  oath  of  the  peti- 
tioner, are  <<  that  on  the  28th  July  last,  Barrow,  then  under-tutor  to 
the  step  son  of  the  petitioner,  filed  a  petition  in  the  probate  court  of 
the  parish  aforesaid,  seeking  to  remove  the  petitioner  from  the  tutor- 
ship of  her  son;  that  on  the  first  day  of  August  she  filed  an  opposition 
to  said  petition,  and  requested  the  same  to  be  put  on  the  docket  of 
litigated  causes  for  trial  at  the  regular  term  of  the  court — that  some 
short  time  afterwards,  on  the  eighth  of  August,  without  any  notice 
to  the  party  opposing,  or  her  counsel,  and  in  their  absence,  and  not 
at  a  regular  session  of  said  court,  the  parish  jndge  of  said  court, 
without  any  evidence,  or  even  setting  the  cause  for  trial,  upon  the 
petition  and  opposition  alone,  after  holding  a  meeting  which  he  de- 
nominated a  family  meeting,  entered  up  a  judgment  by  which  he 
removed  the  petitioner  from  the  office  of  tutor,  and  appointed  Barrow 
in  his  stead. 

This  application  has  been  supported  principally  on  the  rules  pre- 
scribed by  the  Code  of  Practice  in  relation  to  the  writ  of  certiorari. 
But  the  857th  and  858th  articles  of  that  work  appear  to  offer  an  in- 
surmountable objection  to  grantmg  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner.  By 
the  first  it  is  provided,  *<  that  the  mandate  is  only  granted  in  cases 
where  the  suit  is  to  be  decided  in  the  last  resort,  and  where  there 
ties  no  appeal^^  fyc.  fyc. 

By  the  last  it  is  declared,  ^  that  the  party  wishing  to  obtain  this 
mandate,  shall  address  his  petition  to  a  competent  tribunal,  in  which 
he  shall  state  the  causes  of  nullity  of  the  acts  done  by  the  lower  court 
to  his  prejudice,  in  a  cause  where  there  lies  no  appeatJ*^ 

Now  we  see  nothing  here  which  prevents  the  petitioner  from 
appealing.    If  it  be  true  that  the  case  was  decided  without  evidence, 
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oat  of  the  regular  term,  and  on  the  deliberations  of  a  family  meeting 
alone,  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  will  show  these  facts,  and  where 
there  is  relief  in  the  ordinary  coarse  of  proceedings,  the  coart  cannot 
extend  the  aid  of  a  remedy  which  is  only  given  in  de&alt  of  them. 
The  motion  is  therefore  reiused. 
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Johnston  o.  Bell  et  at.    VI,  N.  S.  384. 

A  tale  by  order  of  the  court  of  probates  does  not  eztiiignish  the  mortage  of  the  Tendor 

of  the  deceased* 
The  vendee  who  does  not  give  his  vendor  notice  of  the  claim  of  a  third  person  on  th« 

land*  does  not  thereby  lose  his  reoouise. 

FOURTH  District 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  plaintiff  states  that  Seth  Jones  purchased  from  the  defendants, 
a  tract  of  land,  which  they  had  bought  from  Blake,  and  which  the 
plaintiff,  after  the  death  of  Seth  Jones,  purchased  at  the  sale  of  his 
estate;  that  Blake  having  failed  to  pay  the  price  of  the  land,  his  ven- 
dors had  it  seized  in  the  hands  of  the  plaintiff.  It  was  accordingly 
sold  and  he  purchased  it;  that  the  plaintiff  has  an  action  against  the 
defendants,  the  heirs  of  their  ancestor's  verdict  to  recover  the  price 
he  paid  for  the  land,  deducting  the  balance  paid  back  to  the  plaintiff, 
and  the  amount  of  the  improvements,  and  they  have  transferred  their 
claim  to  the  plaintiff,  and  authorised  him  to  sell  in  his  own  name,  and 
to  their  use. 

The  answer  urges,  that  the  petition  ought  to  be  dismissed,  because 
it  does  not  show  what  persons  are  the  heirs,  in  whose  name  the 
plaintiff  sues.  The  general  issue  was  pleaded,  and  the  authority  to 
sue  in  the  name  of  the  heirs  denied.  The  defendants  denied  they 
had  any  notice  of  the  claim  of  Blake's  vendors,  and  averred  they 
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might  have  resisted  it  They  alleged  that  the  sale  of  the  court  of 
probates  extinguished  the  mortgage  of  Blake's  vendors,  and  the  pur- 
chase by  the  plaintiff  was  fraudulent  and  collusive. 

He  had  judgment  and  the  defendants  appealed. 

The  appellee  complains  of  error  to  his  disadvantage,  and  prays 
that  the  judgment  be  amended  by  allowing  him  a  greater  sum  in 
damages. 

The  alleged  defect  in  the  petition  appears  to  have  been  obviated  by 
a  supplemental  one,  filed  with  leave  of  the  court,  in  which  the  heirs 
are  named. 

The  statement  of  facts  shows  that  the  premises  were  sold,  as  stated 
in  the  petition,  by  Blake  to  the  defendants,  who  sold  to  Seth  Jones, 
at  the  sale  of  whose  estate,  the  plaintiff  purchased  the  premises.  The 
land  has  been  sold  to  satisfy  the  claim  of  Blake's  vendors. 

The  authority  of  the  plaintiff  to  sue  in  the  name  of  the  heirs  is 
proved,  and  the  judgment  of  the  district  court  is  for  the  sum  paid  by 
the  plaintiff,  with  interest  and  costs. 

It  is  true  he  neglected  to  give  notice  to  the  defendants  of  the  daim 
of  Blake's  vendors.  By  doing  so  he  did  not  lose  his  recourse,  but 
left  the  defendants  at  liberty  to  show  they  could  have  refuted  the 
claim.    This  they  have  not  shown. 

The  plaintiff  purchased  by  an  i^pparent  vendee;  never  was  out  of 
possession,  and  paid  nothing  but  what  Blake  owed  to  his  vendors. 

There  is  neither  fraud  nor  colluaon  in  this;  but  he  is  to  be  consi- 
dered as  the  direct  and  immediate  purchaser. 

The  sale  of  the  court  of  probates  could  not  extinguish  the  mort- 
gage of  Blake's  vendors. 

There  has  been  no  actual  eviction.  But  the  plaintiff  has  reco- 
vered a  sum  of  money,  by  which  recovery  he  is  completely  indemni- 
fied for  this,  and  he  has  shown  no  other  damage. 

Porter,  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Morse,  for  the  defendants. 
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Gardere  v.  Fisk.     VI,  N.  S.  387. 

A  purcbaaet  zi  a  aheriflPs  vale  may  ayaU  hiaiBelf  of  the  incorroctness  of  tha  sherUTa 
declaratioQ9  at  the  sale,  or  of  the  neglect  of  producing  the  parish  jingo's  certificate, 
without  having  pleaded  it. 

Every  interested  party  may  demand  the  production  of  a  paper  in  the  hands  of  a  third 
parson,  and  is  bound  to  do  so,  before  he  may  offer  evidence  of  its  contents. 

FIRST  District 

Mabtin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

The  piaintiff  prayed  an  injunction  to  prevent  the  sale  of  a  slave  he 
had  purchased  from  the  defendant's  mortgage  debtor^onasuggeetion 
that  the  sum  for  which  the  mortgage  was  given  had  been  paid. 

The  general  issue  was  pleaded,  the  plaintiff  had  a  verdict  and 
judgment;  the  defendant  made  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  obtain  a 
new  trial,  and  appealed. 

His  counsel  relies  on  three  bills  of  exceptions. 

1.  The  first  is  to  the  refusal  of  the  district  court  to  allow  him  to  file 
an  amended  or  supplemental  answer. 

2.  The  next,  to  the  introduction  of  parol  evidence  of  the  contents  of 
a  receipt  given  by  him  to  his  debtor. 

3.  The  last,  to  the  refusal  to  admit  in  evidence,  a  settlement  between 
him  and  his  debtor. 

I.  The  proffered  answer  denied  that  the  slave  seized  was  mort^ 
gaged  for  700  dollars  only,  as  stated  in  the  petition,  but  averred  the 
mortgage  was  for  3000  dollars;  that  the  sl^ riff's  declaration  at  the 
time  of  sale,  to  the  contrary,  was  untrue,  and  that  he,  the  sheriff,  did 
not  then  produce  the  certificate  of  the  parish  judge. 

The  court  refused  leave  to  file  the  answer,  deeming  it  unnecessary, 
and  thinking  that  all  the  evidence,  of  which  it  would  authorise  the 
introduction,  could  be  received  under  the  general  issue. 

It  does  not  appear  to  us  that  the  mortgage  for  3000  dollars  could  be 
introduced  without  being  set  forth;  nor  that  if  any  advantage  could 
result  to  the  defendant  from  proving  the  incorrectness  of  the  allega- 
tions of  the  sheriff  at  the  time  of  sale,  or  from  his  neglect  to  produce 
the  parish  judge's  certificate,  he  could  avail  himself  of  them  without 
giving  notice  of  his  intention  to  do  so  by  plea. 

II.  The  plaintiff's  counsel  contends  that,  as  the  receipt,  of  the  con- 
tents of  which  he  was  permitted  to  administer  parol  evidence,  was 
not  in  his  client's  power,  leave  was  correctly  granted;  that  the  rule 
is  not  that  the  best  possible  evidence  is  required,  but  the  best  evidence 
in  the  party's  power. 
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We  think  this  reasoning  illogical.  Every  interested  party  may 
demand  the  production  of  a  paper  in  the  power  of  a  third  party, 
generally  speaking,  by  a  mbpctna  duces  tecum.  In  very  few  cases, 
wdeedy  special  reasons  may  create  an  exception;  and  none  is  here 
alleged. 

It  is  urged  that  the  defendant  and  his  debtor  might  collude  and 
forge  a  new  receipt.  Collusion  and  forgery  may  defeat  most  men's 
rignty  but  cannot  afford  protection  unless  proved. 

III.  The  defendant  was  refused  leave  to  read  a  settlement  with  his 
debtor,  posterior  in  date  to  the  sale  to  the  plaintiff.  By  this  settle- 
ment, an  imputation  of  several  payments  theretofore  made,  was  then 
made  to  other  claims  of  the  defendant,  than  that  secured  by  the 
mortgage  affecting  the  slave.  This  settlement  was  made  at  the  foot 
or  on  the  back  of  a  detailed  account  of  transactions  between  the 
parties. 

The  objection  of  the  plaintiff  was,  that  if  no  imputation  was  made 
of  these  payments  by  the  debtor,  at  their  respective  dates,  they  were 
of  course  to  be  imputed  on  the  mortgage  debt  which  the  debtor  had 
the  greatest  interest  to  discharge,  and  the  parties  could  not  afterwards 
when  a  third  party  had  become  interested,  avert  to  his  injury,  the 
effect  of  the  legal  imputation,  at  the  periods  of  these  payments. 

This  would  have  oeen  correct  reasoning,  (after  the  settlement  of 
the  detailed  account  had  been  read,)  to  show  that  the  imputations 
were  incorrectly  made.  The  account  might  then  show  that  they 
were  in  accordance  with  the  intentions  of  the  parties,  at  the  time  of 
each  respective  payment;  that  the  debts  thus  extinguished,  were  also 
mortgage  debts,  and  continue  in  their  exigibility  to  that  to  which  the 
plaintiff  contends  the  payments  are  to  be  applied,  which  might  not 
then  be  payable. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  annulled,  avoided  and  reversed,  the  verdict 
set  aside,  and  the  case  remanded  with  directions  to  the  judge  to  per- 
mit the  defendant  to  file  the  proffered  supplemental  or  amended 
answer;  not  to  admit  parol  evidence  of  the  contents  of  the  receipt, 
while  its  absence  be. not  properly  accounted  for;  and  to  admit  the 
settlement  at  the  foot  or  back  of  which  is  an  account  of  the  transac- 
tions between  him  and  his  debtor,  the  plaintiff's  vendor,  or  which  is 
accompanied  by  such  account;  and  i^  is  ordered  that  tlie  plaintiff  and 
appellee  pay  costs  in  this  court. 

Ripley  and  Conrad^  for  the  defendant. 
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Lafonta  v.  Poultz.     VI,  N.  S.  391. 

The  comulation  of  actions  is  the  formings  together  several  demands  against  the  4 
defendant:  the  bringing  two  demands  together  against  (too  distinct  defendants  is  no 
where  forbidden. 

FIRST  District. 

Mabtin,  J.y  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  pourt. 

The  defendant  sold  to  the  plaintiff  a  note,  purporting  to  be  en- 
dorsed by  Philipon  without  endorsing  it;  Philipon  being  sued  by  the 
plaintiff  avowed  that  the  signature  on  the  back  of  the  note  was  a 
forgery,  thereupon  the  plaintiff  cited  the  defendant,  requiring  him  to 
contest  Philipon's  plea,  and  praying  judgment  against  him  in  case  it 
was  supported* 

The  defendant  pleaded  that  the  plaintiff's  action  against  him  was 
premature,  the  general  issue  and  collusion  between  the  plaintiff  and 
JPhilipon. 

The  district  court  dismissed  the  action  against  the  defendant,  being 
of  opinion  that  two  distinct  and  separate  causes  of  action  were  cumu- 
lated. 

The  jury  gave  a  verdict  in  favor  of  Philipon. 

The  plaintiff  appealed  from  the  judgment  of  the  court,  dismissing 
Poultz. 

The  cumulation  of  actions  is  the  forming  together  several  demands 
against  the  same  defendant  It  is  clear  from  the  phraseology  of  the 
Code  of  Practice,  art.  149 — 152,  that  the  legislature  understood  it  so. 
Here  two  demands  arc  made  against  two  distinct  defendants — the 
bringing  such  demands  together  is  no  where  forbidden;  and,  by  a 
strong  analogy  to  the  case  of  a  vendee  who  resists  a  claim  against  the 
property  sold,  and  calls  in  his  vendor  to  contest  the  plaintiff's  de- 
mand, and  prays  that  in  case  the  latter  succeeds,  he  the  vendee  and 
defendant  may  have  judgment  against  the  person  he  brings  in,  the 
present  action  against  the  appellee  is  supported. 

The  appellee  had  sold  to  the  appellant  a  paper,  which  although  of 
no  value  appeared  on  its  face  to  be  valuable,  \i  was  literally  nothing; 
the  consideration  of  the  sale  is  clearly  recoverable  on  the  establish- 
ment of  the  fact.  The  appellant  took  the  best  mode  he  could  to  re- 
cover the  money  from  the  endorser  of  the  paper — this  person  averred 
it  to  be  a  forgery.  The  appellant,  that  he  might  not  be  charged  with 
neglect,  called  on  his  vendor  to  resist  the  pretensions  of  the  endorsers 
if  they  were  unfounded,  and  prayed  that  if  the  endorser  succeeded, 
he  the  plaintiff  should  have  judgment  against  his  vendee. 
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There  is  a  close  analogy  between  this  case  and  that  of  rendee  and 
warrantor — the  same  reasoning  supports  them  both.  A  multiplicity 
of  actions  and  delay  are  avoided  by  the  mode  referred  to,  and  the 
best  possible  means  is  afforded  to  the  party  brought  in,  to  establish 
the  genuineness  of  the  paper  he  sold— and  it  is  very  difficult  to  dis- 
cover on  what  ground  this  mode  of  proceeding  may  be  injurious  to 
him. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  in  favor  of  the  appellee,  be  annulled,  avoided  and 
reversed,  and  the  case  remanded  with  direction  to  the  district  court 
to'proceed  therein  according  to  law;  and  it  is  ordered  that  the  appellee 
pay  costs  in  this  court. 

Seghersj  for  the  plaintiff. 

Hennen  and  Morphy^  for  the  defendant. 


Dicks  et  oL  v.  Chew  et  al    VI,  N.  S.  394. 

THIRD  District 

Held^  that  the  certificate  of  the  notary,  who  protested  the  note,  is 
admissible  in  evidence,  although  it  does  not  establish  every  fact 
necessary  to  prove  plaintiffs'  claim:  in  this  case  for  instance,  it  gave 
the  names  of  the  drawers  and  endorsers,  the  date  of  the  notices,  the 
manner  in  which  they  were  sent,  and  it  appears  to  have  been  duly 
recorded;  but  it  omits  to  state  what  post-office  the  notice  was  put 
into,  and  to  show  that  the  letter  notifying  the  endorser  was  directed 
to  the  post-office  nearest  his  residence.  Yet  was  this  admissible  in 
evidence,  and  as  for  its  weight,  that  properly  belonged  to  the  jury. 
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Dicks  et  al.  v.  Maxwell  et  al     VI,  N.  S.  396. 

An  incomplete  initrnment,  which  has  not  received  the  eignature  of  the  parties,  is  inad- 
roiasiblo  in  evidence. 

SIXTH  District. 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  suit  is  instituted  against  two  of  the  acceptors  of  a  bill  of  ex- 
change by  the  holder  thereof,  under  endorsement  Payment  is  claimed 
from  the  defendants  as  two  of  the  partners  of  a  commercial  firm  by 
which  the  bill  is  alleged  to  have  been  regularly  accepted.  Judgment  by 
default,  which  was  afterwards  made  final,  was  obtained  against  Wil- 
son; and  Maxwell  filed  an  answer,  containing  a  general  denial  of  the 
facts  alleged  in  the  plaintiffs'  petition.  On  this  issue,  as  shown  by  the 
record,  three  trials  have  taken  place  before  three  different  juries,  and 
verdicts  rendered  in  every  instance  in  favor  of  the  plaintiffs;  on  the 
last  of  which,  judgment  was  pronounced,  from  which  the  defendant 
Maxwell  took  the  present  appeal. 

According  to  the  point  filed  in  this  court,  on  the  part  of  the  appel- 
lant, two  principal  grounds  of  defence  appear  to  be  assumed.  The 
first  relates  to  want  of  property  shown  in  the  plaintifl*  as  holder  of 
the  bill,  and  improper  pursuit  on  his  part  in  not  suing  all  the  partners 
by  whom  it  is  alleged  to  have  been  accepted.  The  second  embraces 
the  whole  merits  of  the  case,  as  it  affects  the  interest  of  the  defendant 
who  has  appealed.  It  is  attempted  to  show  that  the  acceptance  was 
made  in  fraud  of  his  rights;  by  connivance  between  the  payers  of  the 
bill  and  the  acceptors  who  were  drawers  for  their  private  benefit,  to 
pay  a  debt  of  their  own  in  which  the  firm  of  Hugh  B.  Maxwell,  and 
Co.  had  an  interest. 

The  state  of  the  endorsements  on  the  bill  is  relied  on  to  show  that 
the  present  plaintiff  and  alleged  bona  fide  holder,  is  not  the  legal  pro- 

Srietor.  The  first  endorsement  by  the  payees  is  in  blank,  a  full  en- 
orsement  is  made  to  the  order  of  Augustus  Guibert,  which  appears 
to  have  been  stricken  out  by  the  present  holder.  This,  according  to 
the  custom  of  merchants,  he  had  a  right  to  do.  See  Bailey  on  the  law 
of  Bills  of  Exchange,  &c  p.  68,  and  the  cases  therein  referred  to. 

In  ordinary  commercial  partnerships,  every  one  of  the  partners  is 
bound  in  solido  for  the  debts  of  the  partnership;  and  the  debt  is  pre- 
sumed to  be  contracted  in  the  name  of  the  partnership;  when  one  of 
the  partners  signs  in  the  name  of  the  company,  &c.  See  old  Civil  Code 
p.  396,  98,  art.  41.  When  several  persons  are  bound  in  solido,  or  in 
Vol-  IIL— 75 


Digitized  by 


Google 


890  SQFREME  COURT; 

[Diclw  HmLv,  Maxwell  H  «l] 

other  words,  when  an  obligation  is  joint  and  several,  the  obligee  may 
pursue  all  the  obligors  jointly,  or  any  one  of  them  separately.  The 
state  of  the  pleadings  in  the  case  now  under  consideration,  exhibits 
a  contest  between  the  plaintiff  and  one  of  the  alleged  acceptors  of  a 
bill  of  exchange,  who  is  bound  severally  with  his  other  partners  to 
pay  the  amount  for  which  it  was  drawn;  unless  there  be  shown  some 
substantial  objection  to  the  validity  of  the  obligation. 

It  is  contended  for  the  appellant  that  the  acceptance  of  the  bill  in 
question  created  no  obligation  on  his  part,  because  his  partners 
(admitting  them  to  be  such)  used  the  name  H.  B.  Maxwell,  &  Co.  to 
pay  off  their  individual  debt,  and  that  the  plaintiff  being  only  a  trus- 
tee for  the  payers  of  the  bill,  must  be  subjected  to  any  defence  which 
would  be  good  against  them;  consequences  seriously  affecting  the  ap- 
pellee's claim  might  result  from  this  means  of  defence  if  it  had  been 
fitirly  put  at  issue  by  the  pleadings  of  causes  in  any  stage  of  its  pro- 
gress before  the  several  juries.  This  was  not  done  and  we  are  there- 
fore of  opinion,  that  all  the  evidence  offered  in  favor  of  the  defendant 
to  support  this  species  of  defence,  was  properly  rejected  by  the  court 
below.  The  case  if  ils  character  be  determined  by  the  petition  and 
answer,  is  simply  one  between  the  endorser  of  a  bill  of  exchange 
•J^  aa  acceptor,  and  does  not  appear  to  have  originated  in  circum- 
atances  which  would  authorise  an  inquiry  into  the  conmderation  of 
the  contract  after  the  evidence  of  it  has  passed  apparently  in  a  fair 
course  of  trade,  into  the  hands  of  a  bona  fide  bolder,  suck  as  the  plains 
tiff  alleges  himself  to  be.  The  existence  of  a  partnership  between 
the  appellant  and  the  persoa  who  accepted  the  bill  in  the  name  of 
Ibe  firm,  seems  to  have  been  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  three  juries. 
It  is  true  that  jbe  defendant  o&red  to  rebut  the  testimony  given  lA 
support  of  this  fact,  by  the  exhibition  of  a  project  of  partnership  as 
oontained  in  certain  articles  reduced  to  writing,  but  never  signed  by 
the  party  in  consequence  of  some  of  the  intended  partners  failing  to 
eomply  with  certain  stipulations  made  on  their  part;  and  also  to  prove 
that  the  co-partnership  was  never  carried  into  effect.  The  evidence 
thus  offered  was  rejected  by  the  judge  a  quo;  and  a  bill  of  exceptions 
taken  to  the  opinion  by  which  it  was  so  rejected. 

We  think  the  judge  did  not  err  in  refusing  to  admit  the  evidence 
offered.  The  stipulations  in  the  instrument,  which  when  completed, 
were  to  have  regulated  the  respective  interests  of  the  parties  to  the 
contract  of  partnership,  being  incomplete  and  imsettled.  Could  in 
no  manner  aJSect  the  rights  of  third  persons  who  had  contracted  with 
the  firm  as  existing  dtfaclOy  neither  could  the  private  acts  of  the 
partners  composing  the  company;  unless  these  acts  were  equivalent 
to  a  declaration  of  the  non-existence  or  dissolution  of  the  partnership 
and  public  notice  given  of  these  facts. 

Upon  a  strict  examination  of  the  whole  case  as  brought  before  this 
court,  we  are  unable  to  discover  any  error  in  the  proceedings  or  judg- 
nent  of  the  court  below. 
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It  is,  therefore^  ordered,  &c.  that  the  judgment  of  the  district  court 
be  affirmed  with  costs. 
Pierce,  for  the  plaintiff. 
fVatls  and  Lobdeil,  for  the  defendant. 


Swift  V.  WiUiams  et  al.    VI,  N.  S,  401. 

EIGHTH  District. 

A  grant  of  letters  testamentary,  is  an  order  that  the  will  be  exe* 
cuted. 


Poydras  r.  Hiriart     VI,  N.  S.  403. 

The  copy  of  m  wpj  of  an  met  of  mortgage,  doeaiKit  mutliuriaem  rait  of  Minire. 
Even  when  this  copy  makes  a  part  of  the  record  of  a  toit  afainat  the  mortgagor,  in 
which  the  third  poaaeasor  intervened,  if  he  did  ao  to  be  relieved  from  a  aeqaeatration. 

FOURTH  District. 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  is  an  hypothecary  action  in  which  the  plaintiff  prays  for  an 
order  of  seizure  and  sale  of  a  certain  slave  described  in  his  petition, 
on  which  he  claims  a  right  of  mortgage,  and  seeks  to  enforce  it  on 
the  property  in  the  hands  of  the  defendant,  a  third  possessor.  The 
court  below  gave  judgment  of  nonsuit  against  the  plaintiff,  from 
which  he  appealed. 

The  proceedings  in  the  case  were  commenced  under  the  govern- 
ment of  the  late  Civil  Code,  and  have  been  conducted  in  reference  to 
tbe  rules  therein  prescribed,  in  relation  to  actions  of  this  kind.    Ao 
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cording  to  these  rales,  a  plaintiff  who  desires  to  have  mortgaged 
property  seized  in  the  hands  of  a  third  possessor,  must  produce  a  copy 
in  due  form  of  the  act  of  mortgage,  and  a  judgment  against  the  prin- 
cipal debtor.     Old  Code,  469,  art  43. 

In  the  present  suit,  the  plaintiff  produces  a  record  of  the  proceed- 
ings and  judgment,  by  him  obtained  against  the  principal  debtor;  and 
among  these  proceedings  is  found  a  copy  of  the  instrument  of  mort- 
gage as  transcribed  by  the  clerk  of  the  court  below,  in  which  ^id 
proceedings  were  carried  on.  This  is  clearly  not  a  copy  in  due  form 
as  required  by  the  Code.  It  is  only  the  copy  of  a  copy,  and  conse- 
quently not  directly  certified  by  the  officer  entrusted  to  keep  the 
registry  of  mortgages. 

But  to  supply  this  defect,  the  counsel  for  the  appellant  insists  on 
the  intervention  of  the  present  defendant,  in  the  suit  commenced  and 
carried  on  against  the  principal  debtor.  The  object  and  the  sole 
object  of  that  intervention,  as  shown  by  the  record  of  the  proceeding 
which  took  place  in  that  case,  was  to  obtain  relief  by  the  intervening 
party  against  a  sequestration,  by  virtue  of  which  his  slave  had  been 
seized.  We  believe  it  to  be  a  circumstance  which  does  not  change 
his  situation  from  that  of  ordinary  third  possessors^of  mortgaged 
property.  The  plaintiff  failed  to  make  out  his  case,  by  not  producing 
a  copy  of  the  mortga^  in  due  form,  and  the  judge  a  quo  acted  cor- 
rectly in  nonsuiting  him. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  &c.,  that  the  judgment  of  the  district  court 
be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

CnviUier,  for  the  plaintiff. 

EuMtiSf  for  the  defendant 


Poydras  Delalande  v.  Hiriart     VI,  N.  S.  405. 

FOURTH  District 

Mathews,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 
A  rehearing  has  been  granted  in  this  case,  in  consequence  of  a 
supposed  error  or  mistake  of  the  court  in  its  former  judgment,  in  con- 
sidering the  matters  in  dispute  between  the  parties,  as  under  the 
government  of  the  laws  which  were  in  force  previous  to  the  promul- 
gation of  the  Louisiana  Code. 
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The  action  is  hypothecary  and  directed  against  a  third  possessor 
since  the  New  Code  went  into  operation;  but  seems  to  hav^  been 
conducted  in  reference  to  the  provisions  of  our  foriher  laws,  which 
required  that  a  judgment  should  be  obtained  against  the  principal 
debtor  before  proceedings  could  regularly  take  place,  to  cause  mort- 
gaged property  to  be  sold  or  delivered  up  by  a  third  possessor,  or 
compel  him  to  pay  the  amount  for  which  it  might  be  hypothecated. 
Under  the  government  of  those  laws,  a  judgment  was  obtained 
against  the  original  debtor,  and  was  made  in  part  the  basis  of  the 
present  suit,  although  commenced  since  the  promulgation  of  the  Lou* 
isiana  Code.  These  circumstances  leave  it,  perhaps,  doubtful  as  to 
the  law  which  must  govern  the  case.  The  art.  3364,  of  the  New  Code, 
seems  to  dispense  with  the  necessity  of  obtaining  judgment  against 
the  debtor;  and  allows  a  mortgagee  creditor  to  pursue  the  third  pos- 
sessor directly,  thirty  days  after  demand  of  payment.  The  articles  , 
69  and  70  of  the  Code  of  Practice  are  in  conformity  with  that  of  the 
Civil  Code  just  cited.  This  alteration  in  the  law  appears  to  be  in- 
tended for  the  benefit  of  hypothecary  creditors,  and  this  benefit  or 
advantage  they  may  legally  forego,  and  resort  to  the  former  mode 
of  pursuing  property  in  the  hands  of  a  possessor.  In  the  present  case 
the  creditor  was  obliged  to  commence  in  pursuance  of  the  rule  estab- 
lished by  the  Code  on  the  subject  of  hypothecary  actions;  as  he  insti- 
tuted the  suit  against  this  debtor  before  the  alteration  introduced  by 
the  New  Code  and  Code  of  Practice.  And  we  are  inclined  to  think, 
that  the  regulations  under  which  the  proceedings  originated  ought  to 
be  followed  throughout. 

But  should  all  the  advantages  accorded  by  the  last  law  on  the 
subject,  be  allowed  to  the  plaintiff  and  appellant,  we  do  not  believe 
that  he  can  profit  by  them.  This  law  in  dispensing  with  the  evi- 
dence of  a  judgment  against  an  hypothecary  debtor,  in  order  that  the 
creditor  may  pursue  directly  a  third  possessor,  can  not  on  any  rea- 
sonable interpretation  be  supposed  to  authorise  such  pursuit,  and 
recovery  thereon,  without  producing  a  copy  of  his  act  of  mor^ge 
made  in  dite  form. 

Cuvillier^  for  the  plaintiff. 

EustiSj  for  the  defendant. 
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MitcheU  et  d.  v.  White  d  al.    VI,  N.  S,  407. 

PARISH  Court  of  New^  Orieans. 

When  there  is  neither  statement  of  facts,  bill  of  exceptions,  &c 
the  judgment  is  never  disturbed,  if  any  duly  admitted  evidence  would 
support  it  ^ 


Morgan  et  al.  v.  Their  Creditors.    YI,  N.  S.  409. 

Wbtre  trofteM  tre  appointed  in  a  oountry  goTerned  by  the  oommoo  law,  to  reoeive  inte- 
raat  oo  a  bond  and  pay  it  over  to  a  eetimi  ^u»  trm^  and  the  obligor  &i]s;  the  truateei 
have  aathority  to  lend  the  mooej  oot  to  othera. 

FIRST  District 

PoBTKB,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Chandler  Price,  the  oblig^  of  a  bond  executed  by  the  late  Ben- 
jamin Moi^n,  due  the  first  day  of  January,  1824,  and  bearing  in- 
terest at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  payable  annually,  by  deed  executed 
the  20th  of  September,  1825,  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, declared  ^  that  in  consideration  of  natural  love  and  affection 
to  my  daughter  Sarah  Price  Rose,  I  assign  said  bond  to  William  E. 
Hulings  and  Joseph  Reed;  and  in  case  of  the  death  of  either,  or  any 
other  person  to  be  appointed  as  hereafter  mentioned,  then  to  such 
person,  ai^l  the  survivor,  as  he  the  survivor  shall  appoint;  in  irusij 
for  iie  sole  and  separate  use  of  my  said  daughter,  Sarah  Price  Rose; 
the  interest  to  be  paid  to  her  during  her  life  time,  and  her  receipt 
alone  to  be  sufficient,  and  on  her  death  to  such  person  as  die,  by  any 
paper  in  the  nature  of  a  will,  shall  nominate,''  &c.  &c 

Since  the  creation  of  this  trust,  an  event,  most  probably  not  antici- 
pated at  the  time  it  was  made,  has  occurred,  namely,  the  failure  of 
the  obligor.  By  the  laws  of  this  country,  the  note  b^mes  due  and 
demaudable  at  once^  and  the  trustees  named  in  the  deed  already  set 
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out,  have  obtained  payment  of  it  as  they  state,  by  a  transaction  of 
which  the  following  instrument  is  the  evidence: 

"  For  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  sixteen  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty  dollars  and  five  cents,  the  principal  and  interest 
of  the  bond,  of  which  the  within  is  a  copy,  and  the  original  now  in 
possession  of  the  syndics  of  the  estate  of  Benjamin  Morgan;  received 
in  the  note  of  Thomas  A.  Morgan,  secured  by  a  mortgage  from  him 
on  the  premises,  late  the  estate  of  Benjamin  Morgan  deceased,  pur- 
chased by  the  said  Thomas  A.  Morgan  from  the  syndics  thereof, 
which  said  note  is  accepted  by  us  in  full  payment  and  entire  satisfac- 
tion of  this  bond;  we  do  hereby  assign,  transfer,  and  set  over  unto  the 
said  Thomas  A.  Morgan,  the  said  bond,  and  all  the  moneys  due,  and 
to  become  due,  thereon/* 

At  the  foot  of  this  instrument  is  one  executed  by  the  person  for 
whose  benefit  the  trust  was  created,  in  the  following  words:  "I 
acknowledge  to  have  received  of  Thomas  A.  Morgan,  the  full  amount 
of  interest  due  on  the  bond  of  which  the  within  is  a  copy,  and  the 
original  now  in  the  possession  of  the  syndics  of  Benjamin  Morgan's 
estate;  and  hereby  assign  over  to  him  all  my  interest  in  the  same." 

The  appellee  took  a  rule  on  the  appellants,  in  the  district  court,  re- 
quiring them  to  give  up  to  him  the  note  of  the  insolvent  already  men- 
tioned, and  three  others  similarly  circumstanced.  They  objected  to 
do  so,  and  after  argument  the  court  decided  that  the  appellee  had  a 
right  to  receive  them.  From  this  judgment,  the  syndics  have  ap- 
pealed. 

The  only  question  presented  to  the  court,  is  whether  this  transfer, 
by  the  trustees  to  the  appellee,  of  the  note,  is  a  legal  exercise  of  the 
powers  vested  in  them  by  the  deed  of  trust. 

Two  objections  have  been  suggested  to  its  correctness.  First — 
that  by  the  terms  of  the  deed,  the  power  of  the  trustees  is  limited  to 
receiving  the  interest  due  oil  the  bond,  and  no  authority  is  conferred 
on  them  to  collect  the  principal.  Secondly — that  if  they  have  the 
power  to  collect  the  principal,  they  have  no  authority  to  exchange 
the  notes  in  the  insolvent's  estate  for  those  of  any  other  individual 

As  these  objections  are  both  founded  on  the  idea  of  there  being  a 
necessity  for  a  strict  and  literal  performance  of  the  trust,  they  may  be 
considered  together. 

As  the  deed  was  executed  in  a  country  governed  by  the  common 
law,  and  the  assignment  to  the  appellant  was  made  there,  the  case 
must  be  examined  in  relation  to  that  system  of  jurisprudence.  As 
we  are  not  familiar  with  it,  we  have  had  some  diffidence  in  coming 
to  a  conclusion. 

If  the  effect  of  the  assignment  was  considered  under  the  strict  rules 
of  the  common  law,  there  could  be  no  question  as  to  its  validity,  for 
the  legal  title  is  vested  in  the  trustees,  and  they  have  passed  it  away. 
But  the  severity  of  ihat  system  has  compelled  the  countries  governed 
by  it,  to  throw  the  whole  control  and  jurisdiction  of  trust  estates  into, 
their  courts  of  equity.    These  courts  with  some  aid  from  the  legisla- 
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mre,  have  establisbedy  in  relation  to  this  subject,  a  system  of  rational 
jurisprudence  by  which  trusts  are  made  to  answer  all  the  beneficial 
objei^ts  society  can  receive  from  them.  7  Bac.  Ab.  136;  2  Black. 
Com.  337. 

The  first  and  most  important  of  their  mles  is  to  give  effect  to  the 
intention  of  the  creator  of  the  trust,  if  it  be  possible.  To  accompli^ 
this  they  look  more  to  a  substantial,  than  to  a  strict  or  formal  perfor- 
mance of  the  duty  imposed  on  the  trustee.  If  an  unforeseen  event, 
which  the  party  did  not  contemplate,  arises,  they  will  interfere  so  as 
to  carry  into  effect  the  general  intention.  And  it  seems,  though  the 
rule  is  not  clearly  established,  that  whatever  a  trustee  would  be  com- 
pelled to  do  by  suit,  he  may  do  without  it.  2  Fonblanque's  Equity, 
13,  2  chap.  7,  9tci.  2;  Ibid.  chap.  S,  sect.  4;  3  Bro.  Ch.  Rep.  60;  2 
Vernon,  137;  1  Bunbury,  136;  2  Freeman,  42:  2  Ch.  Cas.  16;  Sugden 
on  Powers,  445  and  446;    2  £q.  Cases  Abr.  668,6  Vesey,  jr.  793. 

The  application  of  these  principles  to  a  great  variety  of  cases,  may 
be  found  m  the  English  books.  Those  most  analogous  to  that  before 
the  court,  are  collected  in  7  Bacon's  Abridgment,  183;  and  the 
rule  extracted  from  them  is,  ^  that  where  a  trustee  sells  out  stock  con- 
trary to  the  trust,  the  cestui  que  trust  may  elect  to  have  the  stock 
restored,  or  the  produce  of  it  paid.  But  if  a  trustee  for  the  benefit  of 
the  trust  estate,  sells  ont  of  one  fund  and  invests  the  produce  in 
another,  or  transfers  the  money  from  one  real  security  to  another, 
Ae  property  continues  unaltered,  and  he  shall  not  be  chargeable.'' 

In  the  case  'before  the  court,  the  intention  of  the  creator  of  the 
tmst  was,  that  his  daughter  should  receive  the  interest  on  a  certain 
sum  of  money,  for  the  period  therein  mentioned,  and  at  the  expiration 
of  it  the  principal.  An  unforeseen  event  has  rendered  it  impossible 
for  the  interest  to  be  collected  in  the  manner  indicated  in  the  deed. 
The  duty  of  the  trustees,  therefore,  looking  to  the  general  intent,  is, 
to  provide  a  remedy  against  the  occurrence,  by  putting  the  money 
out  at  interest  some  where  else.  This  they  could  be  compelled  to  do 
by  the  cestui  que  trusty  and  we  have  little  doubt  they  may  do  so 
without  compulsion.  In  exercising  this  power,  the  law  requires  a 
sound  and  honest  discretion;  and  the  extent  to  which  they  have 
used  it  here,  seems  as  well  sanctioned  by  authority,  as  it  is  by  the 
reason  of  the  thing.  Whether  they  discharge  the  duty  now  devolved 
on  them,  by  collecting  the  money  from  the  insolvent's  estate,  and 
then  lending  it  out,  or  by  exchanging  the  notes  of  the  bankrupt  for 
those  of  another  man,  against  whose  solvency,  and  ultimate  respon- 
sibility, no  doubt  has  been  expressed,  is  a  difference  in  the  mode,  but 
not  in  the  end. 

But,  admitting  the  principles  on  which  this  opinion  has  been  just 
expre&sed,  are  erroneous,  or  that  we  have  drawn  unsound  conclu- 
sions from  them,  the  approbation  of  the  cestui  que  trust  clearly  ren- 
ders the  transaction  valid.  She  is  not  shown  to  be  under  disability 
arising  from  minority  or  other  cause;  and  though  at  law  she  has 
neither  jti«  in  re  not  J  us  adremy  yet  in  equity  she  has  both:  die  baa 
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JMis  habendif  and  Jus  disponendij  and  her  assent  cures  any  defect  that 
might  otherwise  exist  in  the  power  the  trustees  have  exercised.  7 
Bac.  Ab.  180,  185;  3  Atk.  444. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
pf  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

EustiSj  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Hennen,  for  the  defendants. 


Watson  et  al.  v.  Pierce.     VI,  N,  S.  416. 

THIRD  District 

A  court  cannot  give  judgment  by  default,  on  a  petition  addressed 
to  another  court.  In  this  case  a  petition  addressed  by  mistake  to  the 
district  court  of  West  FeUciana  was  filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of 
East  Baton  Rouge. 

Nor  should  the  court  permit  the  petitioti  to  be  amended. 


Hawkins  v.  Van  winkle.     VI,  N.  S.  418. 

Evidenoe,  legal  in  itielf,  cannot  be  rejected,  becaaee  lometbing  more  may  be  neeeesarj 

to  make  out  the  case. 

FOURTH  District. 

Porter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  plaintiflF  claims  from  the  defendant  a  slave  and  other  property 
which  the  defendant  had  taken  into  his  possession,  and  prays  that  he 
may  be  enjoined  from  selling  them  under  a  writ  oi  fieri  facias  which 
he  had  issued  against  one  John  M .  Walker. 

The  defendant  among  other  objections  which  he  set  out  in  his  an- 
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swer  to  the  demand  of  the  petitioner,  pleaded,  that  she  was  black 
and  a  slave,  and  as  such  was  incapable  of  bringing  suit. 

On  the  trial  of  the  cause,  the  plaintiff  offered  a  deed  of  em'ancipa<* 
tion  passed  in  Cincinnati,  state  of  Ohio,  to  prove  her  emancipation: 
its  introduction  was  objected  to  on  the  ground  that  previous  to  read- 
ing it,  it  was  incumbent  on  her  to  prove  the  formalities  (if  any  such 
there  were)  required  by  the  laws  of  Ohio  in  emancipating  slaves. 
The  court  sustained  this  objection,  and  rejected  the  instrument  offered. 
There  was  judgment  against  the  plaintiff,  and  she  appealed. 

The  case  has  been  submitted  without  argument.  It  is  clear  to  us 
the  court  below  erred.  The  deed  should  have  been  admitted  for 
what  it  was  worth.  Where  the  evidence  in  a  cause  cooasts  of  a 
variety  of  facts,  the  tribunal  before  which  it  is  tried,  has  certainly 
the  power  to  prescribe  that  such  order  shall  be  pursued  in  their  intro- 
duction, as  will  best  tend  t6  present  the  case  in  a  clear  and  unem- 
barrassed manner.  But  the  exercise  of  this  power  can  not  be  con- 
strued to  extend  so  far  as  to  authorise  the  rejection  of  evidence  legal  in 
itself,  because  something  more  may  be  supposed  necessary  to  make 
out  the  case.  That  is  an  opinion  which  can  only  be  expressed 
when  the  merits  are  gone  into.  If  ^the  case  had  been  that  the  party 
was  prepared  to  show  by  the  laws  of  Ohio,  tliat  no  previous  steps 
were  necessary,  the  most  natural  order  was  that  resorted  to,  first  to 
ahow  the  act  of  emancipation,  and  then  to  prove  that  it  was  vaVid  by 
the  laws  of  the  country  where  it  was  executed.  But  the  whofe  pro- 
ceeding was  in  fiict  irregular.  This  was  not  the  case  of  a  skive 
suing  tor  her  flreedom,butof  a  woman  in  the  enjoyment  of  it,  suing 
another  for  property  which  she  alleged  belonged  to  her.  In  such 
case  the  burthen  of  proving  the  fact  of  slavery  was  on  the  party 
making  the  allegation.  By  a  law  of  the  Partidas  where  a  man 
claims  another  who  is  in  the  actual  possession  of  liberty  as  his  slave^ 
the  necessity  of  proving  him  such  is  thrown  on  the  claimant — a  forti^ 
orif  where  the  question  arises  collaterally  with  a  third  party;  and  the 
former  master  by  his  not  interfering  in  the  suit,  furnishes  a  violent 
presumption  that  the  state  and  condition  of  the  plaintiff  is  that  which, 
she  represents  it  to  be.     PartidaM  3,  til.  15,  law  5. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjndged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgm^it 
of  the  district  court  be  avoided  and  reversed,  and  it  is  further 
ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  cause  be  remanded  for  a  new 
trial,  with  directions  to  the  judge  not  to  reject  tlie  act  of  emancipa^ 
tion  set  forth  in  the  bill  of  exceptions,  because  the  plaintiff  does  not 
prove  a  compliance  with  the  formalities  (if  any)  required  by  the  laws 
of  the  state  of  Ohio  in  emancipating  slaves:  the  appellee  paying  the 
costs  of  this  appeal. 

Mc  Caleb,  for  the  plaintiff. 
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Cassedy  v,  Louisiana  State  Insurance  Company. 
VI,  N.  S.  421. 

A  demand  of  payment  for  a  total  loss,  amounts  to  abandonment 

FIRST  District. 

PoBTBR,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 

This  is  an  action  on  a  policy  of  insurance:  there  have  been  two 
verdicts  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  in  the  court  below.  The  first  was 
set  aside  in  this  court,  and  the  cause  remanded  in  consequence  of  an 
error  iii  the  charge  of  thQ  judge.  No  objection  of  that  kind  is  made 
now,  and  the  cause  standi  before  us  on  its  merits. 

There  is  no  evidence  whatever  of  a  formal  abandonment,  but  there 
is  proof  that  a  person  holding  the  policy  called  on  the  defendants,  and 
made  a  demand  as  for  a  total  loss;  that  they  asked  him  if  the  policy 
was  endorsed  to  him,  or  if  he  had  a  power  of  attorney,  and  that  on 
his  answering  in  the  negative,  they  stated,  that  the  matter  must  Ub 
over  until  he  obtained  an  authority,  and  advised  him  to  write  for  it 
The  witness  was  the  person  by  whom  the  insurance  had  been 
effected. 

Whether  a  simple  demand  for  a  total  loss  amoimts  to  an  abandon- 
ment or  not,  is  a  question  which  can  not  yet  be  considered  as  settled. 
Mr.  Phillips  who  has  collected  the  cases  in  his  late  treatise  on  insu- 
Tance,  shows,  that  it  has  been  decided  both  affirmatively  and  nega- 
tively in  England.  The  doctrine  appears  however  well  understood, 
that  no  particular  form  of  abandonment  is  necessary,  and  under  this 
principle  we  are  of  opinion  that  a  demand  of  payment  as  for  a  total 
loss  amounts  to  it  The  less  the  transactions  of  merchants,  and  all 
other  classes  of  society  are  fettered  by  forms  and  technical  rules,  the 
better  are  the  ends  of  justice  promoted,  because  there  is  great  diffi- 
culty in  getting  the  world  to  understand  and  follow  them.  Courts 
therefore  act  correctly,  where  positive  regulations  do  not  prevent 
them,  in  looking  at  the  intention  of  the  parties  and  their  understand- 
ing, rather  than  to  forms.  A  demand  for  a  total  loss,  if  not  necessa- 
rily, at  least  most  strongly  implies  the  doing  of  that  on  the  part  of 
him  making  the  demand,  without  which  it  could  not  be  rightfully 
made.  Payment  made  on  it  would  certainly  vest  the  right  of  the 
insurer  in  the  insured.  It  therefore  naturally  follows,  that  in  demand- 
ing the  payment,  the  insured  avowed  his  intention  of  divesting  him- 
self of  his  right  to  the  property  and  transmitting  it  tp  the  insurers. 
Phillips  on  Ins.  447;  3  Moore,  115;  12  East^  48S. 
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An  objection  has  been  taken  to  the  want  of  authority  in  the  agent 
to  make  the  demand.  But  it  appears  he  was  the  same  person  who 
effected  (he  insurance,  and  as  such  was  authorised  to  abandon,  and 
adjust  the  loss,  more  particularly  as  he  was  the  holder  of  the  policy 
of  insurance.    Phillips  on  Ins.  519;  1  Campbell,  43;  6  Cranch,  272. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

PrtMton^  for  the  plaintiff. 

Eu9ii$y  for  the  defendants. 


Mellon  V.  Louisiana  State  Insurance  Company. 
VI,  N.  8.  424. 

Whether  an  abandoiiineot  wu  mtde  in  doe  time,  ie  a  proper  qneiUon  to  be  acted  on  bjr 

the  jorj. 

FIRST  District 

Mathkws,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  is  an  action  on  a  policy  of  insurance  executed  by  the  defend- 
ants on  goods  shipped  by  the  plaintiff  on  board  the  schooner  Samuel 
Smith,  on  a  voyage  from  New  Orleans  to  Port  an  Prince.  The 
vessel  encountered  a  severe  gale  of  wind  on  her  passage,  and  was 
obliged  to  put  into  Savannah.  A  survey  was  then  held  on  her,  and 
in  consequence  of  the  damage  she  had  sustained,  she  was  condemn- 
ed— the  voyage  was  broken  up,  and  the  cargo  sold.  The  plaintiff 
claims  as  for  a  total  loss. 

The  cause  has  been  submitted  to  two  juries  who  have  both  found 
for  the  plaintiff. 

The  fact  of  the  voyage  being  broken  up,  and  the  propriety  of  sell- 
ing the  articles  insured,  have  not  been  contested.  The  principal, 
we  may  almost  sav,  the  only  question  in  the  cause  is,  whether  there 
was  such  an  abandonment  of  the  insured's  interest  in  the  property 
saved  as  will  enable  him  to  recover  as  for  a  total  loss. 

The  cargo  was  sold  in  Savannah  on  the  dOth  June,  1825.  On  the 
4th  or  5th  of  August,  the  agent  of  the  plaintiff  made  a  demand  of  the 
defendants  of  payment  for  a  total  loss.    On  the  dd  of  November,  the 
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plaintiff,  who  had  been  a  resident  of  Philadelphia  for  some  months 
previous,  made  a  formal  abandonment 

A  question  has  been  made,  whether  a  demand  for.  a  total  loss 
amounts  to  an  abandonment.  But  in  this  case,  a  decision  of  that 
point  is  unnecessary,  for  there  was  a  regular  abandonment.  It  is 
true  it  has  been  contended  that  abandonment  was  made  too  late. 
But  whether  it  was  or  not,  or  in  other  words,  whether  it  was  made 
in  a  reasonable  time,  was  a  question  of  fact  to  be  decided  by  the  jury 
under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case;  and  we  do  not  see  any  thing 
which  shows  such  error  in  the  conclusion  they  came  to  as  to  induce 
us  to  send  the  cause  back  for  a  new  trial 

It  is;  therefore,  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

Watts  and  Lobdell^  for  the  plaintiff. 

Eustisj  for  the  defendant. 


Brown  v.  Thompson.     VI,  N.  S.  426. 

In  soles  made  before  the  promulgation  of  the  new  Code,  the  rights  of  the  parties  are  to 

be  regulated  by  the  provisions  of  the  foriber  Code. 
Observe,  it  is  by  the  Louisiana  Code  that  the  innovation  was  introduced,  that  danger  of 

eviction  without  actual  disturbance  doei  authorise  the  vendee  to  retain  the  price  unless 

the  vendor  will  give  him  security. 

THIRD  District. 

Martin,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  payment  of  the  balance  of  the  price  of  a  tract  of  land,  sold  by 
the  plaintiff  to  the  defendant,  was  resisted  on  the  ground  of  a  want 
of  title  in  the  former;  and  it  is  further  urged,  that  the  latter  is  actually 
disturbed,  suit  having  been  brought  against  him  in  his  capacity  of 
curator  to  the  estate  of  Cooke,  one  of  the  joint  purchasers  of  King  & 
Hacket,  of  a  tract  of  land,  part  of  which  was  sold  by  King  to  the 
plaintiff,  and  by  the  plaintiff  to  the  defendant  There  was  judgment 
against  the  latter  and  he  appealed. 

As  the  sale  to  the  defendant  took  place  before  the  adoption  of  the 

new  Civil  Code,  his  rights  under  it,  and  those  of  his  vendors,  cannpt 

be  affected  by  any  provision  peculiar  to  the  new  Code;  it  follows, 

therefore,  that  a  danger  of  eviction  does  not  authorise  the  vendee  to 
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retain  the  price,  whilst  there  is  no  disturbance.  7  Martirij  223;  Abat 
V.  Casteres,  3  N.  S.  220;  Exnicios  v.  Weiss,  Ibid.  480  j  Gardere  v. 
Weiss,  Ibid.  352. 

.The  new  Ckxle  adds  to  the  contract  of  sale  a  new  clause,  which 
prevents  the  recovery  of  the  price,  in  a  case  in  which  it  was  legally 
demandable.  It  imposes  the  obligation  of  giving  security  for  return- 
ing it;  an  obligation,  in  every  instance  very  burdensome,  and  in  many 
impossible;  and  the  case  of  the  vendor  is  rendered  still  harder  by  his 
being  unable  to  recover  back  his  property,  while  he  cannot  claim  the 
price. 

The  suit  against  the  defendant  in  his  capacity  of  curator  to  the 
estate  of  Cooke,  cannot  affect  his  individual  property,  nor  the  rights 
of  King,  the  joint  owner  of  Cooke. 

Interest  was  properly  allowed  on  the  price  of  the  land. 

It  is  therefore  ordered,  &c.  that  the  judgment  of  the  district  court 
be  affirmed,  with  costs. 

MorsCy  for  the  defendant 
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